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HYFOTHESIS A : To attempt to discover the informant's
ease and ability to talk openly about
his views of white people.

1. How much contact have you had with whites?

2. What type of contact was this- school, family, friends,
fights etc.?

3. Would you say that your contact with whites has mostly
been positive or negative?

4, How do you wxpect whites to relate to you?

5. Do most whites relate to you as you expect them to?

YFCTHESIS B : To investigate whether or not the informant's
have any stereotypes and if so,if these
stereotypes came from his parents, or
older peonle with whom he has had contact.

6. Can vou ttll me anv experiences with whites, good or
bad, that etand out in your mind, or that you remember
\ well? These can be aboubt someone else.

7. Do you think that these experiences you have mentioned
lead you to believe anything in particular about
whites?

8. Give me as many words as you @n that describe
white penple.

8. Do you kncow any stories or Bjokes about white people?

10. Has your fsther or masother, or any older person, ever
told vou anythinz abrut whites?

11. Do you think that there is any truth to these things?

12, Is trere anythineg else that you would like to say
bout whites that T have not asked you yeb:

o)
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NOTE: Before each interview I talked to each student and
explained to each one, bothHthe purpose of these
interviews and the questions' they would be asked.

KEY: P

Paraphrase
S = Summery

(") = Verbatim quote

Q
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Collector

H
]

Informant



COLLECTOR: Raymond Alton Mack
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\C:&.JTEXT OF INTERVIEW

INFORMANT :Edwina Bareett, 2287 Tuxedo, Detroit, Michigan

November 16,1970- 9:30 A.M.

Interview taken at DePorres High School/.ﬁb#)‘ﬂuj\'

Edwina &s a student of mine. She has been in Detroit since July, 1970.

RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4. LENGTH OF TAPE :000-241.

SUBJECT: Black attitudes of whites.

ITEM #1.

Introduction of Collector and Informant er

TAPE 1, SIDE 1.

and testing of recorder for volume.

ITEM 2.

Amount of white contacts.

€2

W

(®)

et

®

(s)

I ask about the mothers work.
I summerize what has been said.

ITEM #3.

(s)

C:HOW MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?

I:I haven't had much contact,but the
contact I have had has given me some idea
of how they are.I have not had much contact
because I have always gone to segregated
schools.

C: WHAT TYPE OF CONTACT D@D YOU HAVE WITH
WHITES WHILE IN LOUISIANAY

I: The only contact I had was when I would
go downtown.Or if I would go to the house
of the woman my mother worked for. The lady
she worked for was pretty nice.(V)"I do

not feel (gh¢ meant to be friendly, she was just
doing it.” > A /fudy

C: Did you go to her house very much?

I:No, my mother worked only on Saturday and
that is the only time I would go over.

C: IS THE ONLY CONTACT YOU HAD WITH WHITES
DOWNTOWN? (langis)
I:Yes, they were really something.[The women
in the store would look at you when you went
to buy something. You had to buy it

before you could try it. This was applied

to clothes, makeup, et=.
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C: HOW BIG IS THIS TOWN?
I: Not very large, about 5,000,
C:WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE TOWN IS BLACK AND WHITE?
L: Tt is mostly white and I would say that "'they
have power ofer black people"."Everything was theirs ,..—~
they owned all the stores.™ It is a funny thing
(S) because the blacks prefer to buy from the whites also.
I guess the blacks feel they are getting more than :
they would with black merchants. — Yow hutd asi @éj 5 e
C: THAT IS A WHOLE DIFFERENT EXPERIENCE THAN UP
ITEM # 4. BORTH ISN'E IT?
I:Yeh, cause when I came up here,I yas really
suprlsed 'most of the white people I have come into
contact with have been friendly." "If you say somethlng
(s) to a white person down south, they look at you funny }ﬂwk”mj
like they want to push on you or want to beat you
or something."
C:HOW DID YOU EXPECT THE WHITES TO TREAT YOU DOWN SOUTH?
I:"Like they do, mean..[#ey ‘only time they are nice is
whenthey want you to come over and do something,do some
type of worR}“like €leaning the yard."
C: YOU THOUGHT &## THE WHITE PEOPLE DOWN SOUTH
TREATED YOU LIKE YOU THOUGHT THEY WOULD?
- I:Yeh' ¥ we ST J el j 17l |
ITEM # 5. C:CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES, THAY STAND OUT
IN YOUR MIND , EITHER A GOOD OR A BAD EXPERIENCE WITH
WHITES? THIS IS DOWN SOUTH NOW? »4
I: " Well the worst experience I had was the timewe wé?
hewing tliis homecoming parade, and like they let every
%; school out; there are two high schools in the
> community, the black and the white.Some friends and I
W were walking down the street to watch the parade,
{7 and this white lady and her husband w&#€ standing on
'1?Mj; + the side, on the same side we were walking on, and like
v¥ |/ sha was staring at him,and we just kept aalking?
C: HOW OLD WERE THEY?
I: They were middle age. F6-¥2
C:HOW QLD WAS YOUR FRIEND?
I: ™ He was 15.We were walking down the street and
she looked at her husband and told him that he was 5 4
staring at her;so he went over add he hit the boy,*’h”414~'”
(8) as young as he was. He asked no questions, he just
knocked him down.ANd like the cop saw who did it,
and he did not ask any questions either.
The white man told him that he was staring at his wife
anddidn't like it and he knocked him down. He took
him to jail.®
C: WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THAT?
(s) I:It wasn't nice, he should have asked them questions
and taken both of them down.
C: How did you feel when this happened?
(8) I:T was mad, But I could not so anything,because I was
by myself.I just dom't umderstand.
C: DID YOU EVER TARK TO THIS KID AFIERWARDS.DIB HE
TELL YOU HOW HE FELT.

4
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(8)  I. Well he cursed them out Lhe cilled the cop all
¥ <é£——k1nds of names, and the man and the lady and he said that
Ao wa she started looking at him; but he was not looking at
Ll her.He told the cop that.The cop said,''He knew how
niggers were toward white women?.

C: WHAT DO YOU THINK HE MEANT BY THAT?

k &;z (p) 1I": THey have this thing about them. you know like,
J”d 5 we:were talking about this in class:before, what white
M j/ ¥ men have about black women, and that black men have
# ﬂ@” &ﬁ about white women. You said that white men have a
fwd i D¥J/ tendancy to think that the only thing black women think

about is sex and the only thing black men think about
white women is that they have this thing about sex.
I elaborate on my C: DO YOU THINK THAT THERE IS ANY TRUTH ABOUT THIS THING?
question. (p) I:No., I think it is abig lie. I feel that way, but
anybody might think different.
C: DOES YOUR EXPERIENCES DOWN SOUTH BACK THIS UP?
(P) 1I:No They felt differently.IN school, at lunch or a
free period, and we would be &n a group talking about

wb( things, and the boys would s@y,''Man, you should havzmvé
4o ﬁ heard what my Daddy told me about... -—=> ¥ % s
V/”WJ pﬂ* C: Yeh, I know what you mean. w}
I: THey have it in their minds that white women... 2 o

he was a little nervous (S) C:CAN YOU THINK ABOUT ANY OTHER EXPERIENCES?
=here so I tried to make I:NO.

her get onto another C:DID YOUR PARENTS EVER TALK TO YOU ABOUT WHITES AT ALL?
topic. I seemed to have (P) I: Yeh, well like my mother would always tell me,
lost my place also. she is a real mice type of person, to ;tay out of
their way and they 11 stay aut of yours. And that is
ITEM # 6. not true, I don't think, cause even if you aren't messing

with them they will call outunlgger and all stuff
like that.And if you said something back to them, well..."
C: DID YOU TELL YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER ABOUT THAT
EXPERIENCE WITH THAT GUY?

(P) I:Yes, they said it was awful and that they shouldn't
have done that andthat I should tell his mother
about how it happened. His other has it in her mind

that he was the type to meés with people." This guy
is real cute and I think that's what(iggfwanteﬂ"“““"/,
C:DID YOU EVER HEAR ANY JOKES ABOUT WHITES AT ALL?

I:There is a story about a white man, a black man
and a Mexican. (This concerns the halr.
She tells the story, but it is fuval,Mv’LMWULUWu
irrelevant to the matter.
(P) C: ANY OTHER JOKES?
\\ I:Really we don't hear too many. They talk about
\f W them a lot but do not have many jokes about them.
C: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THEY WOULD SAY ABOUT THEM?

\BQ’ o o I: " They have a tendancy to feel that all white people
i (S) are rich".I thought that till I came up North.
' ~J C: HOW WOULD MOST BLACKS DESCRIBE MOST WHITES?
\\b W(VW IY "Overbearing, mean,wealthy,."
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’ i . i C: DO MOST THINK THEY ARE KIND?
A pers : :
gozs Ozrtx Bhac oo s) I: Unkind, definately. ' My mother thought that

they were overbearing, they would do anything to
hurt you, in any way."
ITEM # 7. C¢: How DO YOU FIND DETROIT?
(s) 1: Things are a whole lot differemit. I can go
downtown and try on dresses and stuff and the
people trust you. They just treat you better.
They are friendlier and whether they mean it or not,
they atileast act as if they are. "The teachers here
at DePorres, just looking a%ﬂg%&g physically they are
white, but mentally they arejblack, they are just as
black as any of us walking around."
C: WHAT TYPE OF CONTACT WITH WHITES HAVE YOU HAD UP
NORTH?
I: Mainly at achool, for instance at homecoming parties,
the white kids act the same towards you there as at
school. WE can carry on and make remamks about
each other and no one get his feeling hurt.
C: IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANT TO SAY?
I: No. I don't think so.
C: YOUR EXPERIENCE TO ME IS VERY UNIQUE. I WONDER
IF THE EXPERIENCE REALLY IS THAT DIFFERENT UP HERE.
WHEN I WALK TO THE KIDS WHO COME FROM HERE IT WILL
ITEM # 8. BE INTERESTING TO SEE WHAT THEY SAY.
(S)I’ THey probably will have different experiences.
We didn't even have a swimming podl. We didn't have
nothing. We swam in the lake, or pond. We could not
go to the whites pool. THey had signs and if you went
they would turn you around and make you go back. They
would sgy that "niggers' weren't allowed. We also
don't have a tennis court.
C: IS THERE MOCH OF A MILITANT FEELING EN THAT TOWN?
(?) I:Ah- huh.Makes you want to go in and get you a gun
and...( she laughs here.). There is not organized
group though. It is a deep feeling though.
C: DO PEOPLE TALK ABOUT THIS AMONG THEMSELVES? WHAT
DO THEY SAY?
I: THEY say I wish I had such and such so I could show
them, this and show them that.WHAT DO THEY MEAN BY TRHTS"?
They wish they could knock them down, but they knew if
they do it they wouldn't get away with it.
WHAT DO THE BLACKS THINK ABOUT THE POLICE?
I: THOSE COPS AREN't NOTHING. There is one black cop.
He acts biggity now. He is overbearing now. " They
make him feel as though he is something".
C: IS THE KKK ACTIVE THERE?
I: It used to be about 2 years ago but them they stopped
when they saw that it wasn't doin anything.They woild
put crosses on lawns but never didon ours.

Here I begin the tape agai
but the informant does
not know it.

Lo

C
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. Personal Log is contained in the Beneral Log
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C.& DTEXT OF INTERVIEW

COLLECTOR: RAYMOND ALTON MACK

INFORMANT : Sherman Dudley, 46 Alger, Apt.6, Detroit, Michigan 48202
1:30PM.

INTERVIEW TAKEN AT DEPORRES HIGH SCHOOL

SHERMAN IS A STUDENT OF MINE AND HAS BEEN AT THIS SHHOOL SINCE SEPT. 1970.
RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4 . Length of tape: 244-801.

SUBJECT: black attitudes of whites.

DATE: November 16,19

ITEM #1.

70—

TAPE 1, Side 1.

Introduction of collector and

testing of tape.

ITEM # 2.

X

-

[ﬁere I preach...too much
Reh bt b

4%$<¢n’4lAL>%.

e

Here & summerize and clarify.

(P)

B

(s)

(s)

C: H@W MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?

I: I havé had a lot of contact because I used

to go to an all white high school in my

freshman year. Also in grade school because

the schools I went to were integrated.

We talked and got along until the faurth grade
when things started to change. We started
cdlling them names and they started callang us
names. And we started seeing that there was

some difference between us; we started fighting.
C: WHAT WAS THE REASON WHY THAT CHANGED?

I: I wWouldn't know except that all of a sudden
all the little black kids began getting togetherm
and the white kids ddd the same. We still played
together in school, but after school there was
nothing between us.When we were in the

third grade some of the little black boys would like
some of the white girls and all of a sudden it
seemed, " don't mess with theﬂ”’\We then began
gettlng interested in some of the little black
girls.

I think that it might have begun after a dance
in the high school and some of the brothers

form anothér school came and got in a fight with
some of the white dnﬁgs. We were hearing that
the brothers were not going to mess with any of
the black kids in the school. And we said that
if they jump on them we will have to help them.
We began! to take sides on things. (ontr 25 ;»MXL)

C: WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE CONTACT YOU HAVE HAD

WITH WHITES HAS BEEN POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE?

I: From my point of view it has been mostly
negativeBecause we hayen't " really been

able to come to no thang where we could

start to solve problems and be deep with each other X
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(S) It was not personal. You never brought up the
subject of race. When we woulgzb%#glo
vy // we would call them "hunkeys”(aﬁé we would maybe
L4dxﬂiév¢’ go out and jufip on them and pick on them here and
there.

C: DID THE WHITES EVER JUMP ON YOU?
o (8) I: No They never bothered us.All they would say
% is that they will go and get their bwothers.
and they were talking funny like," I'1l1l kick your
ass, kid."™ And we would méck them because of
they way they would talk.
C: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE WHITE PEOPLE'S TALK?
‘*M#ii;%’ (P) I: It is funny. THey have to pronaunce everything e
so properd and it sounds realtfunny like, %wot w%
; "Hey Guy.'" It is strange.
o C: WHY IS IT STRANGE?
I: Because we come from different backgréundgq
and we are used to hearing different ways of Sz;;é%
speech. "There's sounds like it is kind of  §
phoney or something and it just doesn't sound
right to the ear."
ITEM # 3. C: HOW DO YOU EXPECT WHITES TO TREAT YOU?
I: THey are going to be' a little
(S) apprehensive, as to what to do, or what to say.
They are going to size you up first.''When I was

at Charminade, a high school in Dayton, it was +
a white school and they elected me homeroom fﬁ»ﬂ ~
representative but I was clowning around.IT
Mpg%/ seemed to them that "I was a big clown and all's
A they wanted me for was a court jester. Hhe miomeroom

yrﬂ’ WLVW ¥  teacher was against me also. He was in a
ék’ -“ religious order, a brother." He would make me

i /Wrﬂ pick up papers after class that all the kids threw

04*/0 around. I must of alienated him somehow. One day
he slapped me and I cussed him out. I didn't feel
that he had a right to do that to me.
I did come into contact with whites in a parish

Ly 1 éunction they had. Most people there were my age.

/ng \004 " I didn't feel right, I had nothing in
4&» common with them. I can't takk to them, like that."
C”J But we got together and began talking and I asked

them did any bdack people live in their town.
Anll they said no. I asked them if they had ever
sat down and talked to a black person. They said
no. All they knew," is what they heard". THey asked
me what we were doing this and that for. THey really
didn't know anything about black people except
what they heard, because they came from an all
+_4 white suburb. WE got along pretty good. I used to
Les!) 4 run with two white boys in Charminade. THen I did
gu* not feel any feeling of distrust of white people.
ITEM #4. J 2 AS I went on in high school, to a different school,
~ uhte ) this black dude was talking black this and black
that. I got on him and said that they were not

all that bad. P I,V 4}/%_7 ) n ﬁ/‘u@ f T
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() He began talking to me and that is when I began
coming around to a black thing. Thé: firstitime I had
an example of what white peoppe can do is when I was
about 12 and I had run away from home. I had to make
it all the way over here to Alger to my aunt's house.
I didn't want to walk that far. I cut through these
white folks back yerd and I was trying to steal thete
bike, and they were up on the porch. All of a sudden,
someone sald"Hey” you little "nigger'. ANd I took off 3
They couldn't catch me and I w qéi}iggtffém il tF e
kinds of names- hunkegs, White M. They was ®*f¢w
a long way odf and I was shaking my fist at them.
I thought I had lost them add I was walking over by
Sears on Woodward add all of a sudden they pulled
up and I took off again and they chased me and I
hid under a truck add they pulled my out from under
the truck. A police car was comin past and he stopped.
Lo They took me in and told him I was trying to steal a
yf bike. I was scared to death.THe cop said,"You

W kg dirty nigger, lkke that you know. We is takin vour

%U D ! black ass to jail". I was scared to death. Cause

\ LA A o two white policemen calling me these nates. I was sitting

Mg o in the back and I was scared.''THat was the first time

S oﬂw/ I experienced how white people could be."

ITEM #5.

M # 6.
Ll X () All the experiences before that were godd. "It seems to

me that white people don't like black people, because
they are black or because they don't know anything
about em, or because they are a mystery to thm why
black people do this or that. THe reason why a lotta
black pepple don't like white people is because
of what the white peopleare doin, and not because
of their color."When I was young I didnot know
why I was against white people, it was just something
to do. Ifelt that I had some connection witk the other
black dudes. WE would get together and maybe fight them
and maybe because I was from the same area I would
feel a part of them and do the same things they would.

{' / C:YOU MENTIONED THIS GUY AT ROTH H.S(DAVID TURNER.)

W / WHY DID YOU BEGIN TO SEE THAT WHAT HE SAID WAS TRUE

f FOR YOU ANYWAY?
7 (s) I:He said that black people were not together and we

have to get on pigsand "off the pigs"
He had been reading Malcolm X2dndSoul on Ice.
He said, Man, " white people are always keep you
down. Ypu never gonna have control over nothing.
Everything in this country they own, the factories!
THis shocked me. If they want to cut off the gas in
your part of town, who is going to stop them. THe
Police ain't for you, you have no control in govermment,
like taxation without representation.Il saw that this
was true in Dayton because the blacks were mostly on
the West side and they didn't own or control anything.
Police pick on you. I said, dag, maybe they have a

point,
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So I said, maybe he has a point, I began reading

someof the books he had.

C: CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD WITH®"
WHITES THAT STICK OUT IN YOUR MINDTHAT SAYS TO YOU
WHAT WHITES ARETALL ABOUT.

I: TThis dude was a "'pure Uncle Tom, Nothing but a
Tom.He used to hang around with whites in Charminade.
He didn't want to be with us. We didn't dig

him for that. He would speak to us when he was by
himself. But he thought he was big shit becamse he

was always with them hunkeys. He had a white girl and :

X

he them would never speak to us. A lot of black 5‘}/ i
o

dudes would have white girls. We had dances and the

black brothrs would always mess with the white girls. \X}
I never did. I talked to one sister and asked her }N
if she was goingto the "gig' tonight. She said no,

casue all y'all do is mess with white dudes. THat \

kind of struck me. Like she felt she

wasn't good enough. I talked to some of the brothers

and tell them what she said, and tell them to stick

with their sisters. " We did have some good relationsships
One white guy and I used to talk about who was better

black or white. MeWwas cool.

C: DID YOU EVER HAVE ANY REAL BAD EXPERIENCES WITH WHITES?
I had one other experience with cops. There was a dance
owntown and they wouldn't let anyjblacks in. They

said it was too crowded. But the deal was that if we

came in there would have been moreblacks than whites
and there might have been a confrontation. Things were
hot in Dayton last year. We tried to find ways to get
in. We were hanging around. The policecame. Accress
the street a lot of white kids were listing to Bobby

5

Sherman and we were on the pther sidg. All the girls C -
VAL,

were trying to ght the &Eﬁgé autogragg;@.fiiend of
mine was jaywalking and the cop gave him a

ticket. All the whites were doing the same thing but
only he got the ticker. I asked the cop why he gave

Y \Kthe brother a ticket and not all the other people.
XF He said that how come you have to snatch the

3 girls purses( someone had taken some purses earlier.)

I safd that wasn't us. Icalled hifm a white MeFwmd pube.
And he said meet me around the alley. THe cat had

"2 look in his eyes". Like he was hating me. I went

over to the pigs and began teasing them, THey did

not get uptight. I am not sayingthat they shouldn't

have but they didn'g.
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/ But this one cope, he really became alienated.
; b o He had a " white Southern man's complex'. 'He
XJJ wﬂ X couldn't stand for me to talk to him."
N 9 i Afew of us were walking down by a bookstore and we
vﬁ 4 .f went in. Some of them snatched dome books, I didn't
know what they were going to do. SOmebody handed me ome

of the books, I tried to hand it back. Before I
knew the "pig'' was there, the same one I had the trouble
with before. He lifted the club up to my head and I was
about to hit him and I thogght, "it would have made him
more viscious, you know'". If you hit him, " it will be
resisting arrest.., cause they will give you some trimped
p charges. He just called me 'dirty nigger','a black
tard' ". Out of all the people they caught they took
d some other dude down. THe other dude didn't have

me

anythiqg to do with it. I asked the copc to release uﬁﬂ b”ﬁ
the othex dude. I told him that he had to advise me )
¢ \ﬂﬂ of my rights. He said shut up baby,” I just want to d

\L . bust your asSs_anyway, I've been waiting on you'. He kept
Q & Nﬁ\ on telling me shut up whenever I would ask him a
5 question., I asked\hiim his name and he told me.Then

some of the other pigs started coming in and said, Swﬁﬁfﬂ
"you caught a little e nigger". He called ”L‘f5”(
me a '"black M.F." And so™~_ called hima white M.F.

This other black cpp was cowing in and he just passed by.
He heard the other dude call me a black M.F. and just
kept walking by. That's why I sa
a pig.” g/“_ol( Prlee om ’2/72" ;"‘“"‘/
ITEM # 9. $i<j§~ (s) C: WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY A WHITE SOUTHERN MAN'S COMPLEX? 5

(®)

I:"He thinks , in some instances, that he should have
more right and more say than we do. A black person
can't talk back to them, you know. NO black man has

any rights that a white man is bound to respect."”

Even in court when my uncle asked if there was any
namecalling between the cop and me the policeman

said, "that is irrelevant to the case'". "He just didn't
want to bting it up. He told me to shut up when

I told him agflay that he didn't advise me of my rights.

ITEM # 10. C: IF I SAID TO YOU, WHITE PERSON, WHAT WORDS WOULD YOU / M
USE TO DESCRIBE THEM? e
I: "White people, they won't take time to understand M
nothing, they are for themselves." They stereotype g5k
blacks and we stereotype them. VIR P T frr
C: HOW DO YOU STEREOTYPE WHITES? =i .

I: "All white people ain't no goods..( here he i
refers to a previous statemente¢) " ®W Black man

(s) might go to work, and the white man, or forman, or
whatever might come down on him, And he will bring it
home with him, come down on his family and he fegls
that he can't get back at the white man..He can't get
back &t the white guy and that he can't get ahead.
He feels that the white man is holding him back."

1
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ITEM # 11.

ITEM # 12

ITEM # 13
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(®)
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C: HAS YOUR FATHER, MOTHER OR AUNTS EVER TOLD YOU
ANYTHING SPECIAL CONCERNING WHITES?

L: When I was young and living in Detroit, they
mentioned little, in fact the subject was never
discussed. We were just trying to live from day to day.
When I went to Dayton and lived with my uncle, who is
middle class- then the subject came up. They invited white
people over, sent their kids to white kids, whknt to

white peoples houses. It was mainly my aunt who was this
way. When their kids would come home from the white school,
I would try to teach them soul talk, so they wouldd't
pick up that "guy shit¥) When they would be in a car

the kids wotild yell,"soul brother"and my aunt wauld not
dig that because they would say it in front of the
parent's friends.They wanted to raise their kids to believe
that all is fqual. There is no black and white. THis is

a big lie because "no black man will never take control
of such companies as G.M. because that is too much
economic control for a black man, and he would have
control of a white capitolistic country and (?EQ can't
stand for that."

C: CAN'T YOUR AUNT AND UNCLE SEE THAT?

I: My uncle and I talk about it hut they don't want to
see it. You have to be positive but at the same time you
have to be realistic too.

C: WHAT IS THE REAL SITUATION BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES?
I:"White people won't stanqwgggfgzwphﬁjk'own rights

let alone for black peoplesgrigh Y Bdcdbee they are
being put in abag too, you Knew." " They are

indifferent, they don't care what is goin on.. the

system can move in and make laws like the no knock laws.
They say we believe in black people having this and
having that and going to this school, but they

won't ever do nothing about it. All's they do is

say it .The only time they looked up was when black
people started to get militant. When King was

around thm@y said, 'wave nontviolence', they waved

them ons" Kennedy is) tHat same type of person because

he was political like all others.

C: IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU WANT TO SAY ABOUT WHITES?
I:"They are indifferent, they want things to stay as they
are , they want no turmoil, I see this igblack as well

as white, in older people, they don't want no turmoil."
CY IT IS MORFOLD AGAINST YOUNG THAN BLACK AGAINST WHITE.

I: Yeh. $//

o
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Cc.& D. TEXT OF INTERVIEW

COLLECTOR: Raymond Alton Mack
INFORMANT : Joseph Robinson, 2988 Tyler, Detroit, Michigan 48238
November 17,1970

INTERVIEW TAKEN AT DEPORRES HIGH SCHOOL

Joe has been a student of mine and we have been able to establish a &M =
fine relationship outside of the classroom also. FUJ*J(//
RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4/ LENGTH OF TAPE: 000-337 /rmf/
SUBJECT: Black attitudes of whites ﬂﬂﬂ/ /{

ot

[97) -
TAPE I, SIDE *
, 2. /4ﬂkk S

ITEM #1.

INTRODUCEION OF INFORMANT AND
TESTING OF RECORDER.

ITEM # 2. C: HOW MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?
(s) I; I haven't had that much contact, especially
when I was small, emcept for contact with
Here I summarize. white nuns .
C: ANY CONTACT OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL?
(s) I: T live in a all black neighborhood.
Hre I summarize.
C: WAS THIS GONTACT YOU HAVE HAD WITH
TEACHERS GOOD OR BAD?
ITEM # 3. "7 I:"In grade school it was negative; in
fact the worst hurt that I have had in my
whole life was from a nun. SHe told me
I was stupid. I came to her after school
for some help. SHe told me that I did not have
the mental capacity to get my work done'".
C: This isinteresting seeing that you are
now president of the Stiudent Council.
I: "Because she told me that it started me to
thinking that T was dumb. But I just tried my
best and... I saw her last year and I told
her what I thought of her. I toldher that she
was a rascist, and that I hated her for what
she did and what she did to everybodyelse.
She broke down in tears and siad that she
didn't know. "



Lo

C: WHERE IS SHE TEACHING NOW?
I: She isn't. she dropped out and got married.
I was up to the school and she happened to come in
and I told her right off that bat. She didn't know
who I was but I told her.. THis happened the third day
after I was elected( to Student Cauncil). THis happened
in the fifth grade.
I retest the tape recorder.
I:This was what was so cenfusing to me; she would be
preaching to us about Matin Luther King and that
people shoud get up and try to make something out
of themselves. And then she tells me I am dumb.
SHe almost had me believing it.
]
AT 4 C: HOW WERE THE OTHER TEACHERS?
I: THey allfelt that they were coming down to the
community to do missionary work.''And that they
were going to help all those dumb 'little niggers'
They ran on strict discipline. They used to hit you.
C: CAN YOU THINK OF TIMES WHEN THEY HIT YOU?
(s) I: THe same teacher, in fifth grade. I was talking
and she threw a Wprld Book Fncvclopedla and hit me
with it. "I will never forget that'. Shelidke boy once.
WShe"kept hitting him and then he hit her back. They
% \\yy {had a MAss and they male him kneel down in front of
) A . the whole school and EPologlge Then THey kicked him
}ﬂ“ §{< out of school$ He 18 in Jail now for armed robbery.
!‘KQ Y‘\ THe school is Madonna,between 12 add l4th. THe nuns"
J

(s)

& treated you according to the color of your skin. THat
Vo is no lie; if you was light skinnéd you was
h ¥ 24
P *'M/* always, you had a tendancy to be teacher's pet. If you
' were black they didn't really expect too much out « of you. R
¢ i L LY b
They didn't try to help you or nothimg." The oné white

> boy always worked in the office. {fﬁ’,xyfs
ITEM # 5 A C: HOW DO YOU EXPECT WHITES TO TREAT YOU? (”'” 4
. \ I: Most contact I have had with whites, Ythey have been

scared; I see fear in'em right off the ba{ They don't
seem for real, they put on airs, they try to make up

to you'". I always "see them as kind of dumb,'

C: HWHERE HAS THIS CONTACT WITH THESE WHITE KIDS BEEN?

I: Here at school. The first time I see them or them, me.
C: WHY DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD BE AFRAID?

I: Most of all what was haﬁpenlng and when I was in

the ninth grade I started =& fro”gbﬁw and my friend had
the first fros in the schodl. When we used to go on those
human relation meetings, they"would be scared to death'.
I hated that when they would come up smiling and all that.

gii_,__C;.HQH~QID.IHEX_AEEEQACH YOU ON THOSE HUMAN RERATION TRIPS?
j)o“’ I:"Overly nice and phoney. I knew they weren't for
wahts

reall when they would run up and say things like 'I know
440& some people who don't kike your type of people.. Thev used

to be s@dred to say black and would say (?ou people

" THey were always putting labels on us.
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C: DID THESE WHITES RELATE TO YOU THE WAY YOU THOUGHT
THEY WOULD?
I:Yeh.They all reacted to me the same.
ITEM # 6. C: CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES THAT STAND OUT
g"IN YOUR MIND-EITHER GOOD OR BAD EXPERIENCES WITH WHITES.
vdkﬁlﬂ~ k‘”‘ﬂ§7 w:&‘ I:(Here he tells an experience he had with a white
; " man who picked him up. There seems tope little
ﬂ“J, &f”ls‘ of relevant material in this section. It rums to
4] % #127.)
ITEM # 7.%/7 C:CAN YOU THINK OF ANY OTHER EXPERIENCES?
(S) I: When I was real smalll was down in Mississippi.
I was in this town and my uncle was taking me and my
sister to get some ice cream. WE went into
the wrong place. So he told us to get out. And just
then,"I just remember that, I was five, I can remember
that just lkke it was yesterday. It was something
that was really bold ghat, wgs, dope stg-you and it can
stick in your mind" E/could not understand why they
told us to get out. I couldn't understand, like there
was a lot of fear, and at certain times, My grandmother
and my mother were relaxing adn then when we wauld go
up to a store they were all tensedand they wouldn't
let us walk they would just keep grabbing us. THey was
scared to let us go."
C: HAVE YOUR GRANDPARENTS EVER SAID ANYTHING TO YOU
ITEM # 8. ABOUT WHITES HE_SOUTH?
I: "THat peckerwoo-- is crazy, watch what you are

doing and %j > _edreful around tham . When you go in
just remember and speak right and all that bullshit."
\J«W, C: HAVE THE FOLKS UP NORTH SAID ANYTHING TO YOU ABOUT
S WHITES?
v I:"Yeh, How dumb they are.'My méther she works around

A white people( she cooks). Jusi%he way that they treat
hj( her. "They always think that yoéu are dumb and my
mother says that she just plays along with them, and
how stupid they are. Some of the things they think they
know they really don't. LIke how to cook food and how
to preserve itand stuff." She knows what she is doing
and the place would fold up if she weren't there.
She mentions how, Hastyrwhite people are."
C: GIVE ME AS MANY WORDS AS POSSIBLE THAT DESCRIBE
ITEM # 9. WHITE PEOP,E R
oy ;
:LYBlind,{ fearful, one sided, stupid,crazy; cruel.”
C: DO YOU THINK THAT MOST WHITES ARE LIKE THAT?
I: Yeh. Most white people " I have met are blind, they
don't see you as a person, they just see you as something

\u“w different. ANd automatically when they look at me that g/
Lo 45 way, I look at them the same way." ///;Zﬂ¢~
vg s "C+ WHAT DO YOU THINK THAT WHITES THINK OF YOU?
L;ﬁﬁ/// ) I:"They don't. They don't see me, They don't see me
V{/ at all. Just like in places that I worked at, I may

sgy something but my opinion didn't count. And I could
see it, just like I was running off at the mouth, but
then I knew what I was saying."



ITEM # 10.
(s)

He does not know this is being
taped.

ITEM # 11. (s)

I have left out this teacher's
name becasse I intend to use
this in class sometime.
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C: HOW DID THAT MAKE YOU FEEL?

I:"It makes me feel small.

C: DOES IT MAKE YOU COME ON STRONG THE NEXT TIME?

I: " IT dependslike if I... usually if I say

something, I usually come on strong. If the persosn,

if they ignore me, then I just keep my opinions to

myself."”

C: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WANT TO SAY ABOUT WHITES THAT

I HAVE NOT ASKED YOU YET?

I: "This is just a thing with them.''The way theyecul

have an outlook of me, '"not as a thinking, human being,

they don't see me as thinking. LIke all the while...

when I come into contact with a white person I throw

up my defenses and just kind of play a role... like

they ask me a guestion; if I wanted to I could talk to

them.. perfect English; but then automatically I bring

on my slang, so they don't understand me, but then I can

understand everything they are saying.'I just do

this for a while to find out what catagories they are

in. '"Cause all of them fall into one of these catagories."

THey are all basically the same, I haven't seen really

no gputstanding one, one who was so far different from

the others.

C: WHY ‘DO YOU PUT THOSE DEFENSES UP?

I: " I put up my defenses so that, me knowing that

they don't see me, won't affect me, it won't make

me feel small and when I am running my game on them,

I feel like it is a game, and they be thinking

that I be so dumb, then I got 'em figured out. Jf%v* ot A
7o H

I used to say," I hate white people, I hate them.”

But then now I just don't do it but I realize that

I have hatred inside me. OK like Sister_ L

whenever she says something,because I know she is

white, I say she is wrdéng, because of the fact that

she is white. And that is what I can't stand

cause I have this conviction in my mind that white

people "don't know what they are talking about."”

ANd then when one comes along and tells me something that

is right, I autdmatically turn it off, even if it is for
my betterment. Sister- comes ac&;oss

| to me as a white person before she is a person.

Like she is cool, but it is the way she comes accross,
like she is demanding of me something. When she does

it I feel mad and pissed off. Whenever most

whites say something to me, I just ice 'em, even if they
are saying something to me that:'ITneed to know.

C: HOW MANY OF THE TEACHERS COME ACQROSS TO YOU AS BEING
PRIMARILY WHITE? ;

I: Two others would be the same way. But when Sister
says something and then Iidisagree with it. After I
think about it I know she is right and then I will

admit it to myself. " I have formed a thing in my

mind that white people can't be right.”
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TASK PRESERTATION: The same as for the other interviews but in this
interview I attempt to draw out attitudes that
were alluded to in the first interview but I hdd
missed until I later listened to the tape. It was
also my purpose to have each serve as é satalyst to

the other.

LOG FOR THIS INTERVIEW: T showed them all the questions I would be asking and
at the same time told each that they should feel
free to interject their own thoughts even if the

quastion is not directed to them.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: In this particular interview we jhad a difficult time in

finding a room. We had tried two previous rooms, only to have a teacher come
A

=in and iy that he needed that particular room.



TEXT OF INTERVIEW 03%

COLLECTOR: RAYMOND ALTON MACK

INFORMANTS : Edwina Barrett, Sherman Dudley and Joséph': Robinson.

NOVEMBER 20,1970, 1:30 P.M.

I have interview all these people once before. I told them what this
interview wauld be about. They all know each other well.

RECORDING SPEED 3 3/4

SUBJECT:

KEY:

ITEM #1.

LENGTH OF TAPE: 335- 780

BLACK ATTITIDES OF WHITES.

TAPE 1, SIDE 2.

Joseph Robinson
Sherman Dudley
Edwina Barrett

Testing of tape and introductdon

of Informants.

ITEM # 2.

(s)

I also try to relax them.

C: EDWINA IN THE LAST TALK WE HAD, YOU MENTIONED ABOUT
THAT WHITE MAN7, WHO BEAT UP THAT 15 YEAR OLD YOUNG
MAN YOU WERE WITH. DO YOU KNOW WHY WHITE PEOPLE

WOULD BE SO BOLD AS TO THINK THAT JUST BECAUSE THEY
ARE WHITE, BLACKS ARE HOOKING AT THEM SEXUALLY?

E: She did it because,''she really wanted him to

look at her, because white men's women have this thing
that black men are better lovers than white men and
things of that type." She couldn't get his attention
any other way.

D: "White women, every time you turn around they

think that a black man wants to rape them. And what
they really want is to be raped, because the black man
is a mystery to them." This happens in the South

that white housewives will ask their people working
for them, well,"how's your husband in bed?" And they
askk all these questions about sex. It is a mystery

to white women and they really want black men to look
at them. But when he does, he is not supposed to, but
deep down they want this. But they have such a high
moral standard that goesback to slave days, when they
were depicted as on a pedistal.C: DO YOU MEAN THAT
WHITE WOMEN HAVE A HIGH MORAL STANDARD? D: THey don't
have one but they think that they do.



THey have been raised to think that this is
wrong, having a black man look at you.
C: WHY DO WHIYES THINK BLACKS ARE LOOKING AT THEM?
J: WHites have this thing that black men want white

women, and for aWhile this was true, even for me.
"everybody was telling me that a white broad had

(s) something a black broad didn't have".I'm for real.
D:"I'm hip, I'm hip."Ri:But then I began looking
at my black lady and sceing that she had more to offer me.
And so my whole opinion changed. I nolonger see anything
in a white broad. D: They so pale. '"They think they
attractive, but they don't have no butts, man."
You put them up against a wall and it is flat. the
white women say when you look at them, " that dude
dig me, that ol' nigger dig me, or he is envious
of me, he wish he had a whiee woman, yeh he wish he
were white so he could talk to me. But she really wish
she were black so she could talk to me." [ The reason
why you see them get all those suntans is that the
look better if they are darker. D: A tan makes 'em
look better.R: A tan makes 'em look more healthy.
THe whites have a thing about that. When I work
with them in the summer they want to take off their
shirt and get a tan, but I won't. D: Then they get a i

- sunburn and go home and hollerin. "R: I was at gfcamp,

and I was the only nigger there with all those whiteys. ...
THey would be crying at night saying, 'my sunburn'. b,
"It is this thing about sex, like ah, white broads,
in our minds we have the concept that white people
don't make love they made oral love." D:"They do."
And tey tell you, " you are not a man, when I was coming
up, white boys said ' you not a man till you ate.'
I said, 'Man, vou are crazy'. THat's thetnastiest
thing in the world, I don't want to get syphyllis
of the mouth."” What brings black man and white
women together is class. THey can achieve the same
income, THe white man is on top and the black man is
on the bottom, the other two are in the middle .
C: Did you ever read the Book, SEX AND RACISM. D:"
Yeh, T did, you gave it to me to read.
C: JOE YOU MENTIONED THAT YOU THINK THAT BLACKS
THINK WHITES HAVE ORAL SEX. IS THAT WIDESPREAD
BELIEF AMONG BLACKS?
J: Yeh, I think that you could ask any black dude,
'what do whites do'? EAt. D: Eat. E: Yeh,

f

Sherman(D) makes an eating
sound.
ITEM # 3. C: SHERMAN: YOU MENTIONED THAT IN CHARMINADE YOU
Siad . WERE A COURT JESTER. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?
I seem a'little flustered. ¢
(s) D: I mean, we were freshmen; I have a nice sense of
humar, I began to clown, so I could meet a lot of
people. ANd usually people like you if you
have a nice sense of humor., Cause when people
"used to talk about me,you know, I'd say I will
just go along with them, you know, instead of getting

3 ied at



ITEM # 4.

ITEM # 5.

(®)
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(s)

(s)
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laughed at, have them laugh at something else."

So I would be cutting up and maybe I was not a

good class president but they picked me because,

" I was popular'". ANd they expected me to come in

with some jokes. A lot of the brothers did; When we
came in, "they picked up a lot &f our sayings and
jokes.iWe came in and we cut up anything and anybody and
they pisked it up saying we are going to have a good
time with all these coons here and they funny and all
that." ;

Rf': Dig, yeh, When we woiild have those meetings with
those white schools, some of the things we would.!

say would not be that funny and they would be up there
"damn near falling out of the cahir." D: Dig, it would
kill me man. R: T could go into a white school and

say one thing 2td have 'em all laughing. If you said it
to blacks it wauld be accepted.

C: DO YOU HAVE AN ADEA WHY WHITES WOULD LAUGH AT YOU
THAT WAY?

J: "cause they are fickle-minded." " All black

kids is man-childs if they is raised in the

ghetto, they are grown from the time they is born.

fhey learn abaout that quick. When we go there

we are more mature than they from the beginning,

cause we done experiences life from an early age!

When I was in the eigth grade I could talk to a

college student, not educationally or mentally, on

his level, but as far as experience, I have experienced
what he had. D: You be cooler. R: I have been in
situations in which whites would come up and say

"Dag, just the way you act, just'the way you

move, it is so cool." They don't seem cool to me,

it is just that they are not mature. I used to ride our
bikes to a white playground and see whites in the 23rd
grade playing in the sandbox. I stopped that when I

was 4 years old. When I was six yrs. old she said

I could do thaés and that. The first day she took me to
school and then I went on my own. Whites are taken to
school through high school.D; When you live in

the ghetto, when I was 4-5 I would be on my bike taking
off on the whole East side. You have to learn how

to fight to make it. I was in a group and was number

2 but whenever I tried to move up to number 1 the

cat would keep whooping my butt. I got hit with bricks o L.
and sticks when I was little. WE moved out of:ithe rough
part whenl was about 8-9 years old. You have to know
how to fight, you see rats and roaches. You see things
like that.C: EDWINA DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO ADD.

E: What they said is true.

C: JOE YOU MENTIONED THAT BLACK OPINIONS DO NOT COUNT
AMONG WHITES.

J: Right, that's true. Even in the basic

conversation, for a while I never said anything at all
because I was the only black out there. FInally the days
would be so lonely, I would find myself trying to say
something.,cause I had nobody else to talk to. THey

g ¥R



The other twohack him up.

(s)

ITEM # 6.

The other two back him up.

-
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would be carryin on a conversation about something
and I might know more than they do. When I was 16
and was out there, I looked to whitey about 18. I
Just be trying to be talking to them . They would

be talking about prisons and I knew more than they
did, even one of the guys who was an ex=convict.
"Yet, my opinion did not stand up to hisi:My
Whatif.said 'wastnot réspectedijigou know."I would say
something and they would let me say it, just to hear
my own voice, then they would go ot with their own.

THey would never say, ''veh, do you understand this,
or how do you feel about this.'" Never. I have to keep
my own mood about me, I am proud of this, so the
pressures cannot affect me. THey would
always figure you couldn't do anghbhing right. One day
the foreman took me outside and told me to mow all
the grass= a lot of it, SOme of the brothers were at
the next plant and asked me what I had to do and they
came over and helped me. I was through by noon. THe:
guy came out and almost died. The brothers
when they came over and asked me what I had to do; when
I told them they said yeh, "I'm hip, that's what -

they try to do, they try to break you.™
D: "White people really don'y want to be with you
either." When I was in Charminade, all the freshmen
would eat together. All the brothers would eat at

the same table. ONe day one of the proctors said

that Br. Davis did not want us eating alone. They wanted
to integrate us. LTHey said that no two black kids
could eat together, We thought that was bold. THe
next day we sat together and whitey found some other
space and would not eat with us. "I just know that

they won't want to be bothered with you." Even the
friendly ones. THey will hang with you
only part of the time. J: THis diide I went to camp with,
they used to throw us all in the lake. When I began
up there, this whitey was in the cabin, we began a
relationshiip going. Everything was codl. But as sgon
as we all got o&?:#ﬂéﬁéf%hfi was all gone. I asked my
cousin who lives Qn the project, about this white boy
we used to play with. He was the same age as me

and yet," when we was in play, he was always trying

to lead me.Hé would try to show me how to pick up a

gun and what to do. I knew what to do.
He would say,'" wait a minute, you are not doing it
right." He kept on acting like" I was dumb."" Most
whites act to me like I am dumb." E:"That's the way it
is with everybody, they don't want you to know more
than they know, that's why they won't ask you anything.
You know what Joe was talking about a few minutes ago,
they will not ask you anything fearing that you might
know a little more than they do."
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ITEM # 9.

They all laugh at this
in aggreement
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D: It is an enviromental thing

why v7ou can't get along with a black or a white person.
I know a white dude who grew up in the ghetto and

acted and talked like a black. Finally we noticed he

was white, we never did before. He was still cool

though. If white people are brought up in a black

enviroment they tend to think like a black person.

C: DID ¥OU ACT DIFFERENTLY AROUND HIM WHEN YOU

NOTICED HE WAS WHITE?

D: Yeh, I didn't call him honkep anymore. When I get

around white people," I kind of tone down, you know,

I say white folks this and white folkd that." Yo
IN class in Charminade, I waikld say*soda ¢racker s

etc. but the white teacher would never s@anigger once.

He would never say nigger once. E:THat's all they

said down south. "I never have had a conversation

with one till I got up here.D: Yeh, you told me about

the white boys that woulddbe flirting with you.

Bl: Yeh, they think that they can come over in our

neighborhood and pick up a black woman but a black man

can't go over into a white place and pick up a white

woman. D: I see this up North also. In Detroit, where

I live at, over zon Alger. THere is a lot

of prostitutes around there. 'We learned in Dayton.

that the white man think that the ghetto is nothing but

a playground where they an come over and get them a black

woman. THey think that any black woman will be

susceptible to their talk". THis one dude pulled up to

this woman and presume that she is a prostitute. He t

tries to talk to her. J: In the South the blacks

know their place. I can give you an example. " I went

to a gas station, and I said, 'Give me $2.00 of fh?f‘

regular'. And the dude just looked at me like I was i

crazy." E: He wanted you to say Sir. J: And then he }T“'J

came up to me and said can I help you. You know 5. &
like as don't speak until you are spoken to. M
D: My brother in law is from the South and he said tha cr”*?

whiteys always got their ass kicked; but he still knew

his place. And he did not mess with no white girls.

A cousin came back from Birmingham and said that they

got along with them good and they partied with them

and all." I think that whige people want to, get the feeling
of being black. THey are oppressed but qggfé know it.

That is why they grow the long hair, i you get long pﬁ%
hair and a beard, they get a feeling of being 607 black /7
because they do get discriminated against." J: I'm hip. Liﬂﬂi
Some say 'you don't know how it is, like I know how 7uwm

you people feel.' ‘ ?
V-

THat! is just bullshit. I can deal with that

now because I am more together. That white guy

can shave his hair if he wants to. D: All he has to do
is put on a wfite shirt and tie and go into an

office and he ‘shs a job. We can't fo that.
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f: Just think of how many black peodle is against gl
fros. D; Hey yau know it too. I have had mine cut 7ﬁ’f
three or four times. My aunt and uncle sat in the

s

chair and pleasently watched my get it cut. They say

I have 'good hair'. I say hair is hair. If any hair

is better itis black hair. There goes that

thing," white folks have good hair". When a person

goes against custom, many people don't like it. I am

trying to get to a black thing and they don't like

it. I used to have a badge that said'l am coming

from a black thing'. My uncle made me take it off

because he did not understand it. He is awmiddlelclass
typical negro, negro, now. THer is a difference

between Negro and Black. Weecalliblack but we

still got phylumsa nd sub-phylums.

C: IF YOU HAD ONE LAST THING THAT YOU WANTED TO SAY

TO ALL WHITES, WHAT WOULD IT BE.

R:"t am somebody, and kiss my ass. Thakt's 1t, It

sums up my whole feelings."

B:"I don't give a shit about you and I know you

don't give a damn about me."

D:"dE gonna get over anyway, yau can't stop us.

It is gonna come one way Or the other. Either

you are gonnd)or we are gonna take it. But we are

gonna get it./You all ean kiss my ass too."
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IRFORMATION ABOUT COLLECTOR

NAME: Raymond Mack
ADDRESS: 227 Cherry Valley Drive, Inkster, Michigan 48141
SUBJECT OF COLLECTION: Black attitudes of whites

WHY THIS TOPIC: I am teaching in a black high school and have a
desire to be more sensitive to my students. Little has been
written on this topic, when at the same time so mubh has been
written on the reverse topic.

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: July 13,1942, Wakefield, Massachusetts

PLACES LIVED IN AND DATES; Reading, Mass. 1942-1966
Oklghoma City: 1966-1968
Detroit, Mich. 1968-present

EDUCATION: B.A. Phil- 1964
M,A. Education in Teaching Values- 1969
Post Graduate courses in Urban Sciences

RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND: Catholic; presently freelance Christian agnostic.

HISTORY OF FAMILY:

father: Raymond- American mothers father: Albert- Irish
mother: Marion- American Mothers mother: Cathrine-~ Irish
father's father: John- Irish
father's motehr: Minerva- Canadian- American
NAme of spouse: Carolyn Ann- Irish, polish. Native of Michigan.
B.A. Marygrove: M.A. WSU.

I feel that I am not as racially prejudiced as other members of my

group. I feel that I am an effective teacher with Black students and thus
feel confident that this collection can be a success, and that my whitemess
will not appreciably hamper my reseatch.



~ 017

HYFOTHESIS A : To attempt to discover the informant's
ease and ability to talk openly about
his views of white people.

1. How much contact have you had with whites?

2. What type of contact was this- school, family, friends,
fights etc.?

3. Would you say that your contact with whites has mostly
been positive or negative?

4, How do you wxpect whites to relate to you?

5. Do most whites relate to you as you expect them to?

YFCTHESIS B : To investigate whether or not the informant's
have any stereotypes and if so,if these
stereotypes came from his parents, or
older peonle with whom he has had contact.

6. Can vou ttll me anv experiences with whites, good or
bad, that etand out in your mind, or that you remember
\ well? These can be aboubt someone else.

7. Do you think that these experiences you have mentioned
lead you to believe anything in particular about
whites?

8. Give me as many words as you @n that describe
white penple.

8. Do you kncow any stories or Bjokes about white people?

10. Has your fsther or masother, or any older person, ever
told vou anythinz abrut whites?

11. Do you think that there is any truth to these things?

12, Is trere anythineg else that you would like to say
bout whites that T have not asked you yeb:

o)
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NOTE: Before each interview I talked to each student and
explained to each one, bothHthe purpose of these
interviews and the questions' they would be asked.

KEY: P

Paraphrase
S = Summery

(") = Verbatim quote

Q
L]

Collector

H
]

Informant



COLLECTOR: Raymond Alton Mack
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\C:&.JTEXT OF INTERVIEW

INFORMANT :Edwina Bareett, 2287 Tuxedo, Detroit, Michigan

November 16,1970- 9:30 A.M.

Interview taken at DePorres High School/.ﬁb#)‘ﬂuj\'

Edwina &s a student of mine. She has been in Detroit since July, 1970.

RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4. LENGTH OF TAPE :000-241.

SUBJECT: Black attitudes of whites.

ITEM #1.

Introduction of Collector and Informant er

TAPE 1, SIDE 1.

and testing of recorder for volume.

ITEM 2.

Amount of white contacts.

€2

W

(®)

et

®

(s)

I ask about the mothers work.
I summerize what has been said.

ITEM #3.

(s)

C:HOW MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?

I:I haven't had much contact,but the
contact I have had has given me some idea
of how they are.I have not had much contact
because I have always gone to segregated
schools.

C: WHAT TYPE OF CONTACT D@D YOU HAVE WITH
WHITES WHILE IN LOUISIANAY

I: The only contact I had was when I would
go downtown.Or if I would go to the house
of the woman my mother worked for. The lady
she worked for was pretty nice.(V)"I do

not feel (gh¢ meant to be friendly, she was just
doing it.” > A /fudy

C: Did you go to her house very much?

I:No, my mother worked only on Saturday and
that is the only time I would go over.

C: IS THE ONLY CONTACT YOU HAD WITH WHITES
DOWNTOWN? (langis)
I:Yes, they were really something.[The women
in the store would look at you when you went
to buy something. You had to buy it

before you could try it. This was applied

to clothes, makeup, et=.
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C: HOW BIG IS THIS TOWN?
I: Not very large, about 5,000,
C:WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE TOWN IS BLACK AND WHITE?
L: Tt is mostly white and I would say that "'they
have power ofer black people"."Everything was theirs ,..—~
they owned all the stores.™ It is a funny thing
(S) because the blacks prefer to buy from the whites also.
I guess the blacks feel they are getting more than :
they would with black merchants. — Yow hutd asi @éj 5 e
C: THAT IS A WHOLE DIFFERENT EXPERIENCE THAN UP
ITEM # 4. BORTH ISN'E IT?
I:Yeh, cause when I came up here,I yas really
suprlsed 'most of the white people I have come into
contact with have been friendly." "If you say somethlng
(s) to a white person down south, they look at you funny }ﬂwk”mj
like they want to push on you or want to beat you
or something."
C:HOW DID YOU EXPECT THE WHITES TO TREAT YOU DOWN SOUTH?
I:"Like they do, mean..[#ey ‘only time they are nice is
whenthey want you to come over and do something,do some
type of worR}“like €leaning the yard."
C: YOU THOUGHT &## THE WHITE PEOPLE DOWN SOUTH
TREATED YOU LIKE YOU THOUGHT THEY WOULD?
- I:Yeh' ¥ we ST J el j 17l |
ITEM # 5. C:CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES, THAY STAND OUT
IN YOUR MIND , EITHER A GOOD OR A BAD EXPERIENCE WITH
WHITES? THIS IS DOWN SOUTH NOW? »4
I: " Well the worst experience I had was the timewe wé?
hewing tliis homecoming parade, and like they let every
%; school out; there are two high schools in the
> community, the black and the white.Some friends and I
W were walking down the street to watch the parade,
{7 and this white lady and her husband w&#€ standing on
'1?Mj; + the side, on the same side we were walking on, and like
v¥ |/ sha was staring at him,and we just kept aalking?
C: HOW OLD WERE THEY?
I: They were middle age. F6-¥2
C:HOW QLD WAS YOUR FRIEND?
I: ™ He was 15.We were walking down the street and
she looked at her husband and told him that he was 5 4
staring at her;so he went over add he hit the boy,*’h”414~'”
(8) as young as he was. He asked no questions, he just
knocked him down.ANd like the cop saw who did it,
and he did not ask any questions either.
The white man told him that he was staring at his wife
anddidn't like it and he knocked him down. He took
him to jail.®
C: WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THAT?
(s) I:It wasn't nice, he should have asked them questions
and taken both of them down.
C: How did you feel when this happened?
(8) I:T was mad, But I could not so anything,because I was
by myself.I just dom't umderstand.
C: DID YOU EVER TARK TO THIS KID AFIERWARDS.DIB HE
TELL YOU HOW HE FELT.

4
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(8)  I. Well he cursed them out Lhe cilled the cop all
¥ <é£——k1nds of names, and the man and the lady and he said that
Ao wa she started looking at him; but he was not looking at
Ll her.He told the cop that.The cop said,''He knew how
niggers were toward white women?.

C: WHAT DO YOU THINK HE MEANT BY THAT?

k &;z (p) 1I": THey have this thing about them. you know like,
J”d 5 we:were talking about this in class:before, what white
M j/ ¥ men have about black women, and that black men have
# ﬂ@” &ﬁ about white women. You said that white men have a
fwd i D¥J/ tendancy to think that the only thing black women think

about is sex and the only thing black men think about
white women is that they have this thing about sex.
I elaborate on my C: DO YOU THINK THAT THERE IS ANY TRUTH ABOUT THIS THING?
question. (p) I:No., I think it is abig lie. I feel that way, but
anybody might think different.
C: DOES YOUR EXPERIENCES DOWN SOUTH BACK THIS UP?
(P) 1I:No They felt differently.IN school, at lunch or a
free period, and we would be &n a group talking about

wb( things, and the boys would s@y,''Man, you should havzmvé
4o ﬁ heard what my Daddy told me about... -—=> ¥ % s
V/”WJ pﬂ* C: Yeh, I know what you mean. w}
I: THey have it in their minds that white women... 2 o

he was a little nervous (S) C:CAN YOU THINK ABOUT ANY OTHER EXPERIENCES?
=here so I tried to make I:NO.

her get onto another C:DID YOUR PARENTS EVER TALK TO YOU ABOUT WHITES AT ALL?
topic. I seemed to have (P) I: Yeh, well like my mother would always tell me,
lost my place also. she is a real mice type of person, to ;tay out of
their way and they 11 stay aut of yours. And that is
ITEM # 6. not true, I don't think, cause even if you aren't messing

with them they will call outunlgger and all stuff
like that.And if you said something back to them, well..."
C: DID YOU TELL YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER ABOUT THAT
EXPERIENCE WITH THAT GUY?

(P) I:Yes, they said it was awful and that they shouldn't
have done that andthat I should tell his mother
about how it happened. His other has it in her mind

that he was the type to meés with people." This guy
is real cute and I think that's what(iggfwanteﬂ"“““"/,
C:DID YOU EVER HEAR ANY JOKES ABOUT WHITES AT ALL?

I:There is a story about a white man, a black man
and a Mexican. (This concerns the halr.
She tells the story, but it is fuval,Mv’LMWULUWu
irrelevant to the matter.
(P) C: ANY OTHER JOKES?
\\ I:Really we don't hear too many. They talk about
\f W them a lot but do not have many jokes about them.
C: WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THEY WOULD SAY ABOUT THEM?

\BQ’ o o I: " They have a tendancy to feel that all white people
i (S) are rich".I thought that till I came up North.
' ~J C: HOW WOULD MOST BLACKS DESCRIBE MOST WHITES?
\\b W(VW IY "Overbearing, mean,wealthy,."
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’ i . i C: DO MOST THINK THEY ARE KIND?
A pers : :
gozs Ozrtx Bhac oo s) I: Unkind, definately. ' My mother thought that

they were overbearing, they would do anything to
hurt you, in any way."
ITEM # 7. C¢: How DO YOU FIND DETROIT?
(s) 1: Things are a whole lot differemit. I can go
downtown and try on dresses and stuff and the
people trust you. They just treat you better.
They are friendlier and whether they mean it or not,
they atileast act as if they are. "The teachers here
at DePorres, just looking a%ﬂg%&g physically they are
white, but mentally they arejblack, they are just as
black as any of us walking around."
C: WHAT TYPE OF CONTACT WITH WHITES HAVE YOU HAD UP
NORTH?
I: Mainly at achool, for instance at homecoming parties,
the white kids act the same towards you there as at
school. WE can carry on and make remamks about
each other and no one get his feeling hurt.
C: IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANT TO SAY?
I: No. I don't think so.
C: YOUR EXPERIENCE TO ME IS VERY UNIQUE. I WONDER
IF THE EXPERIENCE REALLY IS THAT DIFFERENT UP HERE.
WHEN I WALK TO THE KIDS WHO COME FROM HERE IT WILL
ITEM # 8. BE INTERESTING TO SEE WHAT THEY SAY.
(S)I’ THey probably will have different experiences.
We didn't even have a swimming podl. We didn't have
nothing. We swam in the lake, or pond. We could not
go to the whites pool. THey had signs and if you went
they would turn you around and make you go back. They
would sgy that "niggers' weren't allowed. We also
don't have a tennis court.
C: IS THERE MOCH OF A MILITANT FEELING EN THAT TOWN?
(?) I:Ah- huh.Makes you want to go in and get you a gun
and...( she laughs here.). There is not organized
group though. It is a deep feeling though.
C: DO PEOPLE TALK ABOUT THIS AMONG THEMSELVES? WHAT
DO THEY SAY?
I: THEY say I wish I had such and such so I could show
them, this and show them that.WHAT DO THEY MEAN BY TRHTS"?
They wish they could knock them down, but they knew if
they do it they wouldn't get away with it.
WHAT DO THE BLACKS THINK ABOUT THE POLICE?
I: THOSE COPS AREN't NOTHING. There is one black cop.
He acts biggity now. He is overbearing now. " They
make him feel as though he is something".
C: IS THE KKK ACTIVE THERE?
I: It used to be about 2 years ago but them they stopped
when they saw that it wasn't doin anything.They woild
put crosses on lawns but never didon ours.

Here I begin the tape agai
but the informant does
not know it.

Lo

C



019

. Personal Log is contained in the Beneral Log

5. PERSONAL HISTORY OF INFORMANT

NAME OF COLLECTOR \Zym«mﬁ Weschr

DATE 1/ /fta/")a
NAME AND A DDRESS OF INFORMANT jfhm Bwaf-

22¢7 /Cu/,r’ ) ZJ,Z,, Y ¥ 200
SUBJECT _ y
w \(g w\u_;tg.c f,,,}.,,./ \ w::a
1. ancestry- )Lﬁhﬁ%bﬂﬂl , /Wéﬁ%Z dbg?&ALy/ ﬂﬁG{LJx

3
2. Flace and date of birth ’7’“44*/ fa, P 2 & 148

4, places lived in, with dates.

Wty Lo, 1253-/569
@mww,u\,/%? /¢90

f%LAﬂ o O o~ Qg s
5, Education, with datet,%7 3 7F
"\ LL L Jc}w\(‘ﬂﬁ5étﬂlmd

6. Occupations and accomplishments, with dates:

MR - §w£$r?€tudeJ5f

7. Natiouality, race and religion of both parents:
<£ﬁkw- <IL£@¢LL. Bepp st “gE&inL<FTW~95;f;9

8. Description of informant
‘?tht ’DL W\A—Nk S//o

SL T W grv,,u»,.»/w WM canmplogos
9. Relaticnabip to call&ctar
;Cégaaégxq -~
C 4
10. Other points gained in interview:

4&414c44 a Ll pet conseioe.,
. ' - e a Cqvee \{
%% Y ieavhr E":{ =N M—/L/u( V;Z:;Z;&




A. Personal Log is contained in General Log ()2341
3. PARSONAL HISTORY OF INFORMANT

NAME OF COLLECTOR \f- &-(_/va,MZ mMﬂL
DATE 1] fpo
Imvm AND ADUhEbb OF INEORIANT .

bUBJuum

Lo ancestry- Quvbpenil, - waw«»btv@wm/ ;e

2. Place and date Zf birth J W%wlje(w,»@

A , e )“, Ao ) [ 4 3 j

Se ﬁamlly ¢
Al Lo ‘ct’l\@w‘{) meL« If-ad faixha— Wlorde - 2 sldv gk
4, plac ~lived in, with dates.

LASS— (ALl

@;ZQ\ : ’{C\.\ob-’/‘T)“
e -

5¢ mducation, with ates

V) L cppsnl] ovedosne i a8t > %Q ‘
§Wﬁvmuibb,? A‘ﬂiiﬁ*iﬁ S/Lkbww—ﬁr

Ge Lccupatlons ﬁié accompllahments, with da
Trae. ' T Atrss a7 579

Za 1 atlogalltyﬂ race and rellglon of both parents:
‘}—wﬂ\;\.—' DK A 'K l Mm )
f)"-‘\k/d\.c\ . - W tl(k } &M { %K

8. Description of informant

56T S s ey DY S
“A&54d%£“*ﬁrhbxﬁxn,\
9. Relationship to collector
[ tscher - i~
10. Other points gained in interview:

/J/ééqvvun4_/uuv<7‘ odcilrgg Lo Zadds chbot- N\
A« & heds R R e SYCEPL



025

C.& DTEXT OF INTERVIEW

COLLECTOR: RAYMOND ALTON MACK

INFORMANT : Sherman Dudley, 46 Alger, Apt.6, Detroit, Michigan 48202
1:30PM.

INTERVIEW TAKEN AT DEPORRES HIGH SCHOOL

SHERMAN IS A STUDENT OF MINE AND HAS BEEN AT THIS SHHOOL SINCE SEPT. 1970.
RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4 . Length of tape: 244-801.

SUBJECT: black attitudes of whites.

DATE: November 16,19

ITEM #1.

70—

TAPE 1, Side 1.

Introduction of collector and

testing of tape.

ITEM # 2.

X

-

[ﬁere I preach...too much
Reh bt b

4%$<¢n’4lAL>%.

e

Here & summerize and clarify.

(P)

B

(s)

(s)

C: H@W MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?

I: I havé had a lot of contact because I used

to go to an all white high school in my

freshman year. Also in grade school because

the schools I went to were integrated.

We talked and got along until the faurth grade
when things started to change. We started
cdlling them names and they started callang us
names. And we started seeing that there was

some difference between us; we started fighting.
C: WHAT WAS THE REASON WHY THAT CHANGED?

I: I wWouldn't know except that all of a sudden
all the little black kids began getting togetherm
and the white kids ddd the same. We still played
together in school, but after school there was
nothing between us.When we were in the

third grade some of the little black boys would like
some of the white girls and all of a sudden it
seemed, " don't mess with theﬂ”’\We then began
gettlng interested in some of the little black
girls.

I think that it might have begun after a dance
in the high school and some of the brothers

form anothér school came and got in a fight with
some of the white dnﬁgs. We were hearing that
the brothers were not going to mess with any of
the black kids in the school. And we said that
if they jump on them we will have to help them.
We began! to take sides on things. (ontr 25 ;»MXL)

C: WOULD YOU SAY THAT THE CONTACT YOU HAVE HAD

WITH WHITES HAS BEEN POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE?

I: From my point of view it has been mostly
negativeBecause we hayen't " really been

able to come to no thang where we could

start to solve problems and be deep with each other X
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(S) It was not personal. You never brought up the
subject of race. When we woulgzb%#glo
vy // we would call them "hunkeys”(aﬁé we would maybe
L4dxﬂiév¢’ go out and jufip on them and pick on them here and
there.

C: DID THE WHITES EVER JUMP ON YOU?
o (8) I: No They never bothered us.All they would say
% is that they will go and get their bwothers.
and they were talking funny like," I'1l1l kick your
ass, kid."™ And we would méck them because of
they way they would talk.
C: HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE WHITE PEOPLE'S TALK?
‘*M#ii;%’ (P) I: It is funny. THey have to pronaunce everything e
so properd and it sounds realtfunny like, %wot w%
; "Hey Guy.'" It is strange.
o C: WHY IS IT STRANGE?
I: Because we come from different backgréundgq
and we are used to hearing different ways of Sz;;é%
speech. "There's sounds like it is kind of  §
phoney or something and it just doesn't sound
right to the ear."
ITEM # 3. C: HOW DO YOU EXPECT WHITES TO TREAT YOU?
I: THey are going to be' a little
(S) apprehensive, as to what to do, or what to say.
They are going to size you up first.''When I was

at Charminade, a high school in Dayton, it was +
a white school and they elected me homeroom fﬁ»ﬂ ~
representative but I was clowning around.IT
Mpg%/ seemed to them that "I was a big clown and all's
A they wanted me for was a court jester. Hhe miomeroom

yrﬂ’ WLVW ¥  teacher was against me also. He was in a
ék’ -“ religious order, a brother." He would make me

i /Wrﬂ pick up papers after class that all the kids threw

04*/0 around. I must of alienated him somehow. One day
he slapped me and I cussed him out. I didn't feel
that he had a right to do that to me.
I did come into contact with whites in a parish

Ly 1 éunction they had. Most people there were my age.

/ng \004 " I didn't feel right, I had nothing in
4&» common with them. I can't takk to them, like that."
C”J But we got together and began talking and I asked

them did any bdack people live in their town.
Anll they said no. I asked them if they had ever
sat down and talked to a black person. They said
no. All they knew," is what they heard". THey asked
me what we were doing this and that for. THey really
didn't know anything about black people except
what they heard, because they came from an all
+_4 white suburb. WE got along pretty good. I used to
Les!) 4 run with two white boys in Charminade. THen I did
gu* not feel any feeling of distrust of white people.
ITEM #4. J 2 AS I went on in high school, to a different school,
~ uhte ) this black dude was talking black this and black
that. I got on him and said that they were not

all that bad. P I,V 4}/%_7 ) n ﬁ/‘u@ f T
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() He began talking to me and that is when I began
coming around to a black thing. Thé: firstitime I had
an example of what white peoppe can do is when I was
about 12 and I had run away from home. I had to make
it all the way over here to Alger to my aunt's house.
I didn't want to walk that far. I cut through these
white folks back yerd and I was trying to steal thete
bike, and they were up on the porch. All of a sudden,
someone sald"Hey” you little "nigger'. ANd I took off 3
They couldn't catch me and I w qéi}iggtffém il tF e
kinds of names- hunkegs, White M. They was ®*f¢w
a long way odf and I was shaking my fist at them.
I thought I had lost them add I was walking over by
Sears on Woodward add all of a sudden they pulled
up and I took off again and they chased me and I
hid under a truck add they pulled my out from under
the truck. A police car was comin past and he stopped.
Lo They took me in and told him I was trying to steal a
yf bike. I was scared to death.THe cop said,"You

W kg dirty nigger, lkke that you know. We is takin vour

%U D ! black ass to jail". I was scared to death. Cause

\ LA A o two white policemen calling me these nates. I was sitting

Mg o in the back and I was scared.''THat was the first time

S oﬂw/ I experienced how white people could be."

ITEM #5.

M # 6.
Ll X () All the experiences before that were godd. "It seems to

me that white people don't like black people, because
they are black or because they don't know anything
about em, or because they are a mystery to thm why
black people do this or that. THe reason why a lotta
black pepple don't like white people is because
of what the white peopleare doin, and not because
of their color."When I was young I didnot know
why I was against white people, it was just something
to do. Ifelt that I had some connection witk the other
black dudes. WE would get together and maybe fight them
and maybe because I was from the same area I would
feel a part of them and do the same things they would.

{' / C:YOU MENTIONED THIS GUY AT ROTH H.S(DAVID TURNER.)

W / WHY DID YOU BEGIN TO SEE THAT WHAT HE SAID WAS TRUE

f FOR YOU ANYWAY?
7 (s) I:He said that black people were not together and we

have to get on pigsand "off the pigs"
He had been reading Malcolm X2dndSoul on Ice.
He said, Man, " white people are always keep you
down. Ypu never gonna have control over nothing.
Everything in this country they own, the factories!
THis shocked me. If they want to cut off the gas in
your part of town, who is going to stop them. THe
Police ain't for you, you have no control in govermment,
like taxation without representation.Il saw that this
was true in Dayton because the blacks were mostly on
the West side and they didn't own or control anything.
Police pick on you. I said, dag, maybe they have a

point,
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So I said, maybe he has a point, I began reading

someof the books he had.

C: CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD WITH®"
WHITES THAT STICK OUT IN YOUR MINDTHAT SAYS TO YOU
WHAT WHITES ARETALL ABOUT.

I: TThis dude was a "'pure Uncle Tom, Nothing but a
Tom.He used to hang around with whites in Charminade.
He didn't want to be with us. We didn't dig

him for that. He would speak to us when he was by
himself. But he thought he was big shit becamse he

was always with them hunkeys. He had a white girl and :

X

he them would never speak to us. A lot of black 5‘}/ i
o

dudes would have white girls. We had dances and the

black brothrs would always mess with the white girls. \X}
I never did. I talked to one sister and asked her }N
if she was goingto the "gig' tonight. She said no,

casue all y'all do is mess with white dudes. THat \

kind of struck me. Like she felt she

wasn't good enough. I talked to some of the brothers

and tell them what she said, and tell them to stick

with their sisters. " We did have some good relationsships
One white guy and I used to talk about who was better

black or white. MeWwas cool.

C: DID YOU EVER HAVE ANY REAL BAD EXPERIENCES WITH WHITES?
I had one other experience with cops. There was a dance
owntown and they wouldn't let anyjblacks in. They

said it was too crowded. But the deal was that if we

came in there would have been moreblacks than whites
and there might have been a confrontation. Things were
hot in Dayton last year. We tried to find ways to get
in. We were hanging around. The policecame. Accress
the street a lot of white kids were listing to Bobby

5

Sherman and we were on the pther sidg. All the girls C -
VAL,

were trying to ght the &Eﬁgé autogragg;@.fiiend of
mine was jaywalking and the cop gave him a

ticket. All the whites were doing the same thing but
only he got the ticker. I asked the cop why he gave

Y \Kthe brother a ticket and not all the other people.
XF He said that how come you have to snatch the

3 girls purses( someone had taken some purses earlier.)

I safd that wasn't us. Icalled hifm a white MeFwmd pube.
And he said meet me around the alley. THe cat had

"2 look in his eyes". Like he was hating me. I went

over to the pigs and began teasing them, THey did

not get uptight. I am not sayingthat they shouldn't

have but they didn'g.
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/ But this one cope, he really became alienated.
; b o He had a " white Southern man's complex'. 'He
XJJ wﬂ X couldn't stand for me to talk to him."
N 9 i Afew of us were walking down by a bookstore and we
vﬁ 4 .f went in. Some of them snatched dome books, I didn't
know what they were going to do. SOmebody handed me ome

of the books, I tried to hand it back. Before I
knew the "pig'' was there, the same one I had the trouble
with before. He lifted the club up to my head and I was
about to hit him and I thogght, "it would have made him
more viscious, you know'". If you hit him, " it will be
resisting arrest.., cause they will give you some trimped
p charges. He just called me 'dirty nigger','a black
tard' ". Out of all the people they caught they took
d some other dude down. THe other dude didn't have

me

anythiqg to do with it. I asked the copc to release uﬁﬂ b”ﬁ
the othex dude. I told him that he had to advise me )
¢ \ﬂﬂ of my rights. He said shut up baby,” I just want to d

\L . bust your asSs_anyway, I've been waiting on you'. He kept
Q & Nﬁ\ on telling me shut up whenever I would ask him a
5 question., I asked\hiim his name and he told me.Then

some of the other pigs started coming in and said, Swﬁﬁfﬂ
"you caught a little e nigger". He called ”L‘f5”(
me a '"black M.F." And so™~_ called hima white M.F.

This other black cpp was cowing in and he just passed by.
He heard the other dude call me a black M.F. and just
kept walking by. That's why I sa
a pig.” g/“_ol( Prlee om ’2/72" ;"‘“"‘/
ITEM # 9. $i<j§~ (s) C: WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY A WHITE SOUTHERN MAN'S COMPLEX? 5

(®)

I:"He thinks , in some instances, that he should have
more right and more say than we do. A black person
can't talk back to them, you know. NO black man has

any rights that a white man is bound to respect."”

Even in court when my uncle asked if there was any
namecalling between the cop and me the policeman

said, "that is irrelevant to the case'". "He just didn't
want to bting it up. He told me to shut up when

I told him agflay that he didn't advise me of my rights.

ITEM # 10. C: IF I SAID TO YOU, WHITE PERSON, WHAT WORDS WOULD YOU / M
USE TO DESCRIBE THEM? e
I: "White people, they won't take time to understand M
nothing, they are for themselves." They stereotype g5k
blacks and we stereotype them. VIR P T frr
C: HOW DO YOU STEREOTYPE WHITES? =i .

I: "All white people ain't no goods..( here he i
refers to a previous statemente¢) " ®W Black man

(s) might go to work, and the white man, or forman, or
whatever might come down on him, And he will bring it
home with him, come down on his family and he fegls
that he can't get back at the white man..He can't get
back &t the white guy and that he can't get ahead.
He feels that the white man is holding him back."

1
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C: HAS YOUR FATHER, MOTHER OR AUNTS EVER TOLD YOU
ANYTHING SPECIAL CONCERNING WHITES?

L: When I was young and living in Detroit, they
mentioned little, in fact the subject was never
discussed. We were just trying to live from day to day.
When I went to Dayton and lived with my uncle, who is
middle class- then the subject came up. They invited white
people over, sent their kids to white kids, whknt to

white peoples houses. It was mainly my aunt who was this
way. When their kids would come home from the white school,
I would try to teach them soul talk, so they wouldd't
pick up that "guy shit¥) When they would be in a car

the kids wotild yell,"soul brother"and my aunt wauld not
dig that because they would say it in front of the
parent's friends.They wanted to raise their kids to believe
that all is fqual. There is no black and white. THis is

a big lie because "no black man will never take control
of such companies as G.M. because that is too much
economic control for a black man, and he would have
control of a white capitolistic country and (?EQ can't
stand for that."

C: CAN'T YOUR AUNT AND UNCLE SEE THAT?

I: My uncle and I talk about it hut they don't want to
see it. You have to be positive but at the same time you
have to be realistic too.

C: WHAT IS THE REAL SITUATION BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES?
I:"White people won't stanqwgggfgzwphﬁjk'own rights

let alone for black peoplesgrigh Y Bdcdbee they are
being put in abag too, you Knew." " They are

indifferent, they don't care what is goin on.. the

system can move in and make laws like the no knock laws.
They say we believe in black people having this and
having that and going to this school, but they

won't ever do nothing about it. All's they do is

say it .The only time they looked up was when black
people started to get militant. When King was

around thm@y said, 'wave nontviolence', they waved

them ons" Kennedy is) tHat same type of person because

he was political like all others.

C: IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU WANT TO SAY ABOUT WHITES?
I:"They are indifferent, they want things to stay as they
are , they want no turmoil, I see this igblack as well

as white, in older people, they don't want no turmoil."
CY IT IS MORFOLD AGAINST YOUNG THAN BLACK AGAINST WHITE.

I: Yeh. $//
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Cc.& D. TEXT OF INTERVIEW

COLLECTOR: Raymond Alton Mack
INFORMANT : Joseph Robinson, 2988 Tyler, Detroit, Michigan 48238
November 17,1970

INTERVIEW TAKEN AT DEPORRES HIGH SCHOOL

Joe has been a student of mine and we have been able to establish a &M =
fine relationship outside of the classroom also. FUJ*J(//
RECORDING SPEED: 3 3/4/ LENGTH OF TAPE: 000-337 /rmf/
SUBJECT: Black attitudes of whites ﬂﬂﬂ/ /{

ot

[97) -
TAPE I, SIDE *
, 2. /4ﬂkk S

ITEM #1.

INTRODUCEION OF INFORMANT AND
TESTING OF RECORDER.

ITEM # 2. C: HOW MUCH CONTACT HAVE YOU HAD WITH WHITES?
(s) I; I haven't had that much contact, especially
when I was small, emcept for contact with
Here I summarize. white nuns .
C: ANY CONTACT OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL?
(s) I: T live in a all black neighborhood.
Hre I summarize.
C: WAS THIS GONTACT YOU HAVE HAD WITH
TEACHERS GOOD OR BAD?
ITEM # 3. "7 I:"In grade school it was negative; in
fact the worst hurt that I have had in my
whole life was from a nun. SHe told me
I was stupid. I came to her after school
for some help. SHe told me that I did not have
the mental capacity to get my work done'".
C: This isinteresting seeing that you are
now president of the Stiudent Council.
I: "Because she told me that it started me to
thinking that T was dumb. But I just tried my
best and... I saw her last year and I told
her what I thought of her. I toldher that she
was a rascist, and that I hated her for what
she did and what she did to everybodyelse.
She broke down in tears and siad that she
didn't know. "



Lo

C: WHERE IS SHE TEACHING NOW?
I: She isn't. she dropped out and got married.
I was up to the school and she happened to come in
and I told her right off that bat. She didn't know
who I was but I told her.. THis happened the third day
after I was elected( to Student Cauncil). THis happened
in the fifth grade.
I retest the tape recorder.
I:This was what was so cenfusing to me; she would be
preaching to us about Matin Luther King and that
people shoud get up and try to make something out
of themselves. And then she tells me I am dumb.
SHe almost had me believing it.
]
AT 4 C: HOW WERE THE OTHER TEACHERS?
I: THey allfelt that they were coming down to the
community to do missionary work.''And that they
were going to help all those dumb 'little niggers'
They ran on strict discipline. They used to hit you.
C: CAN YOU THINK OF TIMES WHEN THEY HIT YOU?
(s) I: THe same teacher, in fifth grade. I was talking
and she threw a Wprld Book Fncvclopedla and hit me
with it. "I will never forget that'. Shelidke boy once.
WShe"kept hitting him and then he hit her back. They
% \\yy {had a MAss and they male him kneel down in front of
) A . the whole school and EPologlge Then THey kicked him
}ﬂ“ §{< out of school$ He 18 in Jail now for armed robbery.
!‘KQ Y‘\ THe school is Madonna,between 12 add l4th. THe nuns"
J

(s)

& treated you according to the color of your skin. THat
Vo is no lie; if you was light skinnéd you was
h ¥ 24
P *'M/* always, you had a tendancy to be teacher's pet. If you
' were black they didn't really expect too much out « of you. R
¢ i L LY b
They didn't try to help you or nothimg." The oné white

> boy always worked in the office. {fﬁ’,xyfs
ITEM # 5 A C: HOW DO YOU EXPECT WHITES TO TREAT YOU? (”'” 4
. \ I: Most contact I have had with whites, Ythey have been

scared; I see fear in'em right off the ba{ They don't
seem for real, they put on airs, they try to make up

to you'". I always "see them as kind of dumb,'

C: HWHERE HAS THIS CONTACT WITH THESE WHITE KIDS BEEN?

I: Here at school. The first time I see them or them, me.
C: WHY DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD BE AFRAID?

I: Most of all what was haﬁpenlng and when I was in

the ninth grade I started =& fro”gbﬁw and my friend had
the first fros in the schodl. When we used to go on those
human relation meetings, they"would be scared to death'.
I hated that when they would come up smiling and all that.

gii_,__C;.HQH~QID.IHEX_AEEEQACH YOU ON THOSE HUMAN RERATION TRIPS?
j)o“’ I:"Overly nice and phoney. I knew they weren't for
wahts

reall when they would run up and say things like 'I know
440& some people who don't kike your type of people.. Thev used

to be s@dred to say black and would say (?ou people

" THey were always putting labels on us.
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C: DID THESE WHITES RELATE TO YOU THE WAY YOU THOUGHT
THEY WOULD?
I:Yeh.They all reacted to me the same.
ITEM # 6. C: CAN YOU THINK OF ANY EXPERIENCES THAT STAND OUT
g"IN YOUR MIND-EITHER GOOD OR BAD EXPERIENCES WITH WHITES.
vdkﬁlﬂ~ k‘”‘ﬂ§7 w:&‘ I:(Here he tells an experience he had with a white
; " man who picked him up. There seems tope little
ﬂ“J, &f”ls‘ of relevant material in this section. It rums to
4] % #127.)
ITEM # 7.%/7 C:CAN YOU THINK OF ANY OTHER EXPERIENCES?
(S) I: When I was real smalll was down in Mississippi.
I was in this town and my uncle was taking me and my
sister to get some ice cream. WE went into
the wrong place. So he told us to get out. And just
then,"I just remember that, I was five, I can remember
that just lkke it was yesterday. It was something
that was really bold ghat, wgs, dope stg-you and it can
stick in your mind" E/could not understand why they
told us to get out. I couldn't understand, like there
was a lot of fear, and at certain times, My grandmother
and my mother were relaxing adn then when we wauld go
up to a store they were all tensedand they wouldn't
let us walk they would just keep grabbing us. THey was
scared to let us go."
C: HAVE YOUR GRANDPARENTS EVER SAID ANYTHING TO YOU
ITEM # 8. ABOUT WHITES HE_SOUTH?
I: "THat peckerwoo-- is crazy, watch what you are

doing and %j > _edreful around tham . When you go in
just remember and speak right and all that bullshit."
\J«W, C: HAVE THE FOLKS UP NORTH SAID ANYTHING TO YOU ABOUT
S WHITES?
v I:"Yeh, How dumb they are.'My méther she works around

A white people( she cooks). Jusi%he way that they treat
hj( her. "They always think that yoéu are dumb and my
mother says that she just plays along with them, and
how stupid they are. Some of the things they think they
know they really don't. LIke how to cook food and how
to preserve itand stuff." She knows what she is doing
and the place would fold up if she weren't there.
She mentions how, Hastyrwhite people are."
C: GIVE ME AS MANY WORDS AS POSSIBLE THAT DESCRIBE
ITEM # 9. WHITE PEOP,E R
oy ;
:LYBlind,{ fearful, one sided, stupid,crazy; cruel.”
C: DO YOU THINK THAT MOST WHITES ARE LIKE THAT?
I: Yeh. Most white people " I have met are blind, they
don't see you as a person, they just see you as something

\u“w different. ANd automatically when they look at me that g/
Lo 45 way, I look at them the same way." ///;Zﬂ¢~
vg s "C+ WHAT DO YOU THINK THAT WHITES THINK OF YOU?
L;ﬁﬁ/// ) I:"They don't. They don't see me, They don't see me
V{/ at all. Just like in places that I worked at, I may

sgy something but my opinion didn't count. And I could
see it, just like I was running off at the mouth, but
then I knew what I was saying."



ITEM # 10.
(s)

He does not know this is being
taped.

ITEM # 11. (s)

I have left out this teacher's
name becasse I intend to use
this in class sometime.
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C: HOW DID THAT MAKE YOU FEEL?

I:"It makes me feel small.

C: DOES IT MAKE YOU COME ON STRONG THE NEXT TIME?

I: " IT dependslike if I... usually if I say

something, I usually come on strong. If the persosn,

if they ignore me, then I just keep my opinions to

myself."”

C: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU WANT TO SAY ABOUT WHITES THAT

I HAVE NOT ASKED YOU YET?

I: "This is just a thing with them.''The way theyecul

have an outlook of me, '"not as a thinking, human being,

they don't see me as thinking. LIke all the while...

when I come into contact with a white person I throw

up my defenses and just kind of play a role... like

they ask me a guestion; if I wanted to I could talk to

them.. perfect English; but then automatically I bring

on my slang, so they don't understand me, but then I can

understand everything they are saying.'I just do

this for a while to find out what catagories they are

in. '"Cause all of them fall into one of these catagories."

THey are all basically the same, I haven't seen really

no gputstanding one, one who was so far different from

the others.

C: WHY ‘DO YOU PUT THOSE DEFENSES UP?

I: " I put up my defenses so that, me knowing that

they don't see me, won't affect me, it won't make

me feel small and when I am running my game on them,

I feel like it is a game, and they be thinking

that I be so dumb, then I got 'em figured out. Jf%v* ot A
7o H

I used to say," I hate white people, I hate them.”

But then now I just don't do it but I realize that

I have hatred inside me. OK like Sister_ L

whenever she says something,because I know she is

white, I say she is wrdéng, because of the fact that

she is white. And that is what I can't stand

cause I have this conviction in my mind that white

people "don't know what they are talking about."”

ANd then when one comes along and tells me something that

is right, I autdmatically turn it off, even if it is for
my betterment. Sister- comes ac&;oss

| to me as a white person before she is a person.

Like she is cool, but it is the way she comes accross,
like she is demanding of me something. When she does

it I feel mad and pissed off. Whenever most

whites say something to me, I just ice 'em, even if they
are saying something to me that:'ITneed to know.

C: HOW MANY OF THE TEACHERS COME ACQROSS TO YOU AS BEING
PRIMARILY WHITE? ;

I: Two others would be the same way. But when Sister
says something and then Iidisagree with it. After I
think about it I know she is right and then I will

admit it to myself. " I have formed a thing in my

mind that white people can't be right.”
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TASK PRESERTATION: The same as for the other interviews but in this
interview I attempt to draw out attitudes that
were alluded to in the first interview but I hdd
missed until I later listened to the tape. It was
also my purpose to have each serve as é satalyst to

the other.

LOG FOR THIS INTERVIEW: T showed them all the questions I would be asking and
at the same time told each that they should feel
free to interject their own thoughts even if the

quastion is not directed to them.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: In this particular interview we jhad a difficult time in

finding a room. We had tried two previous rooms, only to have a teacher come
A

=in and iy that he needed that particular room.



TEXT OF INTERVIEW 03%

COLLECTOR: RAYMOND ALTON MACK

INFORMANTS : Edwina Barrett, Sherman Dudley and Joséph': Robinson.

NOVEMBER 20,1970, 1:30 P.M.

I have interview all these people once before. I told them what this
interview wauld be about. They all know each other well.

RECORDING SPEED 3 3/4

SUBJECT:

KEY:

ITEM #1.

LENGTH OF TAPE: 335- 780

BLACK ATTITIDES OF WHITES.

TAPE 1, SIDE 2.

Joseph Robinson
Sherman Dudley
Edwina Barrett

Testing of tape and introductdon

of Informants.

ITEM # 2.

(s)

I also try to relax them.

C: EDWINA IN THE LAST TALK WE HAD, YOU MENTIONED ABOUT
THAT WHITE MAN7, WHO BEAT UP THAT 15 YEAR OLD YOUNG
MAN YOU WERE WITH. DO YOU KNOW WHY WHITE PEOPLE

WOULD BE SO BOLD AS TO THINK THAT JUST BECAUSE THEY
ARE WHITE, BLACKS ARE HOOKING AT THEM SEXUALLY?

E: She did it because,''she really wanted him to

look at her, because white men's women have this thing
that black men are better lovers than white men and
things of that type." She couldn't get his attention
any other way.

D: "White women, every time you turn around they

think that a black man wants to rape them. And what
they really want is to be raped, because the black man
is a mystery to them." This happens in the South

that white housewives will ask their people working
for them, well,"how's your husband in bed?" And they
askk all these questions about sex. It is a mystery

to white women and they really want black men to look
at them. But when he does, he is not supposed to, but
deep down they want this. But they have such a high
moral standard that goesback to slave days, when they
were depicted as on a pedistal.C: DO YOU MEAN THAT
WHITE WOMEN HAVE A HIGH MORAL STANDARD? D: THey don't
have one but they think that they do.



THey have been raised to think that this is
wrong, having a black man look at you.
C: WHY DO WHIYES THINK BLACKS ARE LOOKING AT THEM?
J: WHites have this thing that black men want white

women, and for aWhile this was true, even for me.
"everybody was telling me that a white broad had

(s) something a black broad didn't have".I'm for real.
D:"I'm hip, I'm hip."Ri:But then I began looking
at my black lady and sceing that she had more to offer me.
And so my whole opinion changed. I nolonger see anything
in a white broad. D: They so pale. '"They think they
attractive, but they don't have no butts, man."
You put them up against a wall and it is flat. the
white women say when you look at them, " that dude
dig me, that ol' nigger dig me, or he is envious
of me, he wish he had a whiee woman, yeh he wish he
were white so he could talk to me. But she really wish
she were black so she could talk to me." [ The reason
why you see them get all those suntans is that the
look better if they are darker. D: A tan makes 'em
look better.R: A tan makes 'em look more healthy.
THe whites have a thing about that. When I work
with them in the summer they want to take off their
shirt and get a tan, but I won't. D: Then they get a i

- sunburn and go home and hollerin. "R: I was at gfcamp,

and I was the only nigger there with all those whiteys. ...
THey would be crying at night saying, 'my sunburn'. b,
"It is this thing about sex, like ah, white broads,
in our minds we have the concept that white people
don't make love they made oral love." D:"They do."
And tey tell you, " you are not a man, when I was coming
up, white boys said ' you not a man till you ate.'
I said, 'Man, vou are crazy'. THat's thetnastiest
thing in the world, I don't want to get syphyllis
of the mouth."” What brings black man and white
women together is class. THey can achieve the same
income, THe white man is on top and the black man is
on the bottom, the other two are in the middle .
C: Did you ever read the Book, SEX AND RACISM. D:"
Yeh, T did, you gave it to me to read.
C: JOE YOU MENTIONED THAT YOU THINK THAT BLACKS
THINK WHITES HAVE ORAL SEX. IS THAT WIDESPREAD
BELIEF AMONG BLACKS?
J: Yeh, I think that you could ask any black dude,
'what do whites do'? EAt. D: Eat. E: Yeh,

f

Sherman(D) makes an eating
sound.
ITEM # 3. C: SHERMAN: YOU MENTIONED THAT IN CHARMINADE YOU
Siad . WERE A COURT JESTER. WHAT DID YOU MEAN BY THAT?
I seem a'little flustered. ¢
(s) D: I mean, we were freshmen; I have a nice sense of
humar, I began to clown, so I could meet a lot of
people. ANd usually people like you if you
have a nice sense of humor., Cause when people
"used to talk about me,you know, I'd say I will
just go along with them, you know, instead of getting

3 ied at
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laughed at, have them laugh at something else."

So I would be cutting up and maybe I was not a

good class president but they picked me because,

" I was popular'". ANd they expected me to come in

with some jokes. A lot of the brothers did; When we
came in, "they picked up a lot &f our sayings and
jokes.iWe came in and we cut up anything and anybody and
they pisked it up saying we are going to have a good
time with all these coons here and they funny and all
that." ;

Rf': Dig, yeh, When we woiild have those meetings with
those white schools, some of the things we would.!

say would not be that funny and they would be up there
"damn near falling out of the cahir." D: Dig, it would
kill me man. R: T could go into a white school and

say one thing 2td have 'em all laughing. If you said it
to blacks it wauld be accepted.

C: DO YOU HAVE AN ADEA WHY WHITES WOULD LAUGH AT YOU
THAT WAY?

J: "cause they are fickle-minded." " All black

kids is man-childs if they is raised in the

ghetto, they are grown from the time they is born.

fhey learn abaout that quick. When we go there

we are more mature than they from the beginning,

cause we done experiences life from an early age!

When I was in the eigth grade I could talk to a

college student, not educationally or mentally, on

his level, but as far as experience, I have experienced
what he had. D: You be cooler. R: I have been in
situations in which whites would come up and say

"Dag, just the way you act, just'the way you

move, it is so cool." They don't seem cool to me,

it is just that they are not mature. I used to ride our
bikes to a white playground and see whites in the 23rd
grade playing in the sandbox. I stopped that when I

was 4 years old. When I was six yrs. old she said

I could do thaés and that. The first day she took me to
school and then I went on my own. Whites are taken to
school through high school.D; When you live in

the ghetto, when I was 4-5 I would be on my bike taking
off on the whole East side. You have to learn how

to fight to make it. I was in a group and was number

2 but whenever I tried to move up to number 1 the

cat would keep whooping my butt. I got hit with bricks o L.
and sticks when I was little. WE moved out of:ithe rough
part whenl was about 8-9 years old. You have to know
how to fight, you see rats and roaches. You see things
like that.C: EDWINA DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO ADD.

E: What they said is true.

C: JOE YOU MENTIONED THAT BLACK OPINIONS DO NOT COUNT
AMONG WHITES.

J: Right, that's true. Even in the basic

conversation, for a while I never said anything at all
because I was the only black out there. FInally the days
would be so lonely, I would find myself trying to say
something.,cause I had nobody else to talk to. THey

g ¥R
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would be carryin on a conversation about something
and I might know more than they do. When I was 16
and was out there, I looked to whitey about 18. I
Just be trying to be talking to them . They would

be talking about prisons and I knew more than they
did, even one of the guys who was an ex=convict.
"Yet, my opinion did not stand up to hisi:My
Whatif.said 'wastnot réspectedijigou know."I would say
something and they would let me say it, just to hear
my own voice, then they would go ot with their own.

THey would never say, ''veh, do you understand this,
or how do you feel about this.'" Never. I have to keep
my own mood about me, I am proud of this, so the
pressures cannot affect me. THey would
always figure you couldn't do anghbhing right. One day
the foreman took me outside and told me to mow all
the grass= a lot of it, SOme of the brothers were at
the next plant and asked me what I had to do and they
came over and helped me. I was through by noon. THe:
guy came out and almost died. The brothers
when they came over and asked me what I had to do; when
I told them they said yeh, "I'm hip, that's what -

they try to do, they try to break you.™
D: "White people really don'y want to be with you
either." When I was in Charminade, all the freshmen
would eat together. All the brothers would eat at

the same table. ONe day one of the proctors said

that Br. Davis did not want us eating alone. They wanted
to integrate us. LTHey said that no two black kids
could eat together, We thought that was bold. THe
next day we sat together and whitey found some other
space and would not eat with us. "I just know that

they won't want to be bothered with you." Even the
friendly ones. THey will hang with you
only part of the time. J: THis diide I went to camp with,
they used to throw us all in the lake. When I began
up there, this whitey was in the cabin, we began a
relationshiip going. Everything was codl. But as sgon
as we all got o&?:#ﬂéﬁéf%hfi was all gone. I asked my
cousin who lives Qn the project, about this white boy
we used to play with. He was the same age as me

and yet," when we was in play, he was always trying

to lead me.Hé would try to show me how to pick up a

gun and what to do. I knew what to do.
He would say,'" wait a minute, you are not doing it
right." He kept on acting like" I was dumb."" Most
whites act to me like I am dumb." E:"That's the way it
is with everybody, they don't want you to know more
than they know, that's why they won't ask you anything.
You know what Joe was talking about a few minutes ago,
they will not ask you anything fearing that you might
know a little more than they do."
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D: It is an enviromental thing

why v7ou can't get along with a black or a white person.
I know a white dude who grew up in the ghetto and

acted and talked like a black. Finally we noticed he

was white, we never did before. He was still cool

though. If white people are brought up in a black

enviroment they tend to think like a black person.

C: DID ¥OU ACT DIFFERENTLY AROUND HIM WHEN YOU

NOTICED HE WAS WHITE?

D: Yeh, I didn't call him honkep anymore. When I get

around white people," I kind of tone down, you know,

I say white folks this and white folkd that." Yo
IN class in Charminade, I waikld say*soda ¢racker s

etc. but the white teacher would never s@anigger once.

He would never say nigger once. E:THat's all they

said down south. "I never have had a conversation

with one till I got up here.D: Yeh, you told me about

the white boys that woulddbe flirting with you.

Bl: Yeh, they think that they can come over in our

neighborhood and pick up a black woman but a black man

can't go over into a white place and pick up a white

woman. D: I see this up North also. In Detroit, where

I live at, over zon Alger. THere is a lot

of prostitutes around there. 'We learned in Dayton.

that the white man think that the ghetto is nothing but

a playground where they an come over and get them a black

woman. THey think that any black woman will be

susceptible to their talk". THis one dude pulled up to

this woman and presume that she is a prostitute. He t

tries to talk to her. J: In the South the blacks

know their place. I can give you an example. " I went

to a gas station, and I said, 'Give me $2.00 of fh?f‘

regular'. And the dude just looked at me like I was i

crazy." E: He wanted you to say Sir. J: And then he }T“'J

came up to me and said can I help you. You know 5. &
like as don't speak until you are spoken to. M
D: My brother in law is from the South and he said tha cr”*?

whiteys always got their ass kicked; but he still knew

his place. And he did not mess with no white girls.

A cousin came back from Birmingham and said that they

got along with them good and they partied with them

and all." I think that whige people want to, get the feeling
of being black. THey are oppressed but qggfé know it.

That is why they grow the long hair, i you get long pﬁ%
hair and a beard, they get a feeling of being 607 black /7
because they do get discriminated against." J: I'm hip. Liﬂﬂi
Some say 'you don't know how it is, like I know how 7uwm

you people feel.' ‘ ?
V-

THat! is just bullshit. I can deal with that

now because I am more together. That white guy

can shave his hair if he wants to. D: All he has to do
is put on a wfite shirt and tie and go into an

office and he ‘shs a job. We can't fo that.
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f: Just think of how many black peodle is against gl
fros. D; Hey yau know it too. I have had mine cut 7ﬁ’f
three or four times. My aunt and uncle sat in the

s

chair and pleasently watched my get it cut. They say

I have 'good hair'. I say hair is hair. If any hair

is better itis black hair. There goes that

thing," white folks have good hair". When a person

goes against custom, many people don't like it. I am

trying to get to a black thing and they don't like

it. I used to have a badge that said'l am coming

from a black thing'. My uncle made me take it off

because he did not understand it. He is awmiddlelclass
typical negro, negro, now. THer is a difference

between Negro and Black. Weecalliblack but we

still got phylumsa nd sub-phylums.

C: IF YOU HAD ONE LAST THING THAT YOU WANTED TO SAY

TO ALL WHITES, WHAT WOULD IT BE.

R:"t am somebody, and kiss my ass. Thakt's 1t, It

sums up my whole feelings."

B:"I don't give a shit about you and I know you

don't give a damn about me."

D:"dE gonna get over anyway, yau can't stop us.

It is gonna come one way Or the other. Either

you are gonnd)or we are gonna take it. But we are

gonna get it./You all ean kiss my ass too."
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