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Collector's Log 

Informant: hr . A . .w. Poole 
031 

12 i··arch 1970 Telephone 

I arruriged with 1fr . A. L . Poole to interview him on Saturday, March 13 at l:OO 
P. L. in his apartment in tfie Brewster-Douglas Housing Project . 

13 Harch 1970 Taped Interview 

M.r . ... oole was contacted through Rev . A.A. Banks of the Second Baptist Church 
to which hr . Poole has belonged for over fifty years . The collect9r called Yr . 
Poole on lYiarch 12th requesting the interview. Mr . Poole met me at the entrance 
to the apartment building . Several of the residents of the building were also 
in the entrance . Vie took the elevator to the fourtoenth floor to apartment 
number 1681. 

Present during the interview were the inf orman-tls wife and Sister Olimpia 
Diaz, a friend of the collector . 

The interview tock place in the central ro0m of the two to three room 
apartment . '.i'he furnishings were plain, but very adequate for the two occupants . 

0uring the actual interview, the informant ap_1eared quite relaxed and didn 1 t 
seem to mind the presence of the tape recorder . He remarked that he had not 
actually bee~ involved in the riot and was not sure how helpfu~ he would be . 
On a few occasions, he asked his wife for information wnich she might have 
remembered . The informant was hesitant to discuss black and white relation
ships during the riot, but indicated that much understanding was needed. 
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Text of Interview (tra.nscr iption of relevant soctions) 

Collect or' s tape number~~- W8UF11. Accession ,-Jmnb~r : 

Collect or ' s mame : Hecording i:ipeed : 3 3/4 
Sister Joan Mumaw. I.h .H. 

'l'racks : 2 
Informant' s Name and Address : 

Length of tape 1200 ft . 
Lr . A • .u . Poole 
Apt . 1681 Jubject: '11he rtace Riot of 1943: 
2701 Chrysler Drive 
Det rcbi t , hichi.gan 

Negro point of view 

Date and time of interview: 
March 13 , 1970 - t : c o ?ll.\ 

Place : 
2701 Chrysler Drive 

Circumstances of lnterview: 

l'lace: Central room of the apartment 

.t'resent : Present besides the informant and the collector wer e the 
informant 1 2 i,;i fe and Sister Olimpia Diaz , 1860 \.Ju.rr ington 
Drive , a friend of the co.L.Lector . 

Item #2 

Tape 1 , Side 1 ( 1- 330 ft . ) 

What did you remember about the riot 't (Col . .Lector ) 

AP - 1-ihen that riot was , I was living out on the west side , 
6337 30t h Street , west of the Blvd . (West Gr and Blvd . ) 

#3 AP - I was in the mason contracting business . Un Nonday morning_ 
I went to my job • •• I noticed there wasn ' t much traffic ••• 
The builder informed me that there was a riot in the city. 
I went bHck home ••. 

#4 AP - A f'ellow that l i ved on the \~est side told me that \·; ~ .en 
he was coming home on l~est v·iarren, he stop,.:;ed for a 
:red .Light . (::lhift of mic:noµhone) A white man put his 
hands in the window attemiJting to ~et at him. Be c.Losed 
up the window and drove off ev~n going through red lights . 
As he i,wnt on the feL .. ow fel~ off . He didn 1 t noticed 
if the man were kiLed or what happened to him. (.t-araph-r.•11.sed) 

1i5 AP - Then I had a helper ••. who lived over here . (.e;~st si de) 
He told me there was an airplane . This was a coll.ored 
neighborhood then. It seen1ed as if the airplane crune so close 
that it was going to fall in . 

1110 11,y - lihere I lived the streets wore filled with cars , honking 
hor ns , just driving . • • It was so frightening . (1\or th 
Detroit on B&ngor near Seven Lil e . ) 
The noisu upset you •.. But they didn ' t do anything . They:= 
black and wnite . ) 



Informants ff 2 and 3 

hr . Gordon Hendrieth 

l'lrs . J.JUCille Hendrie th 
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Go.L.Lector 1 s J..JOg 

Informants # 2 anu 3 
l .r. Gordon Ilendrieth 
hrs • .uucil~e nendrieth 

13 harch 1970 '.J.'elephone 

I telephoned 1-~r . Gordon he11drieth to set up an appointment for the interview . 
il_; described hastily what he had experienced 1md we set the dc-,te for the 
interview, Saturday, harch 14, 1970 at 10:30 A.h . in his home at 18911 
lJequincler in Detroit, ,·lichigan. 

14 i'iarch 1970 Taped Inr,orview 

1.he collector was put in contact with the Hendrieth 1 s by H.ev . A. A. B.:..nks of 
the .::l0cond 0~ ptist Church, where i'1r . h .. mdrieth is a deacon . 

The Hendrieth home is locc-J.ted at 18911 Dequinder in an all i<egro nei~hborhood 
,iust south of 0even Hile rtoad . Lost of the homesin the area a,~pec...r to be 
the same age , twelve~to fifteen years old . The 11endrieth home is a one- story 
brick home which is well-furnished and well- cared for . 

i·.r . i:md i·'rs . uendrieth were most gracious and eager to share what they 
rer'.embored about the riot . AS i:~r . Hendrieth seems to have difficulty 
keeping events straight , he had written out his recollections and read 
them . as I questioned him2 afterwards, he repeated essentially the same 
story .::'rom memory. Cn several occasions, his wife as.::isted him in clarifying 
his ideas or at least the wording of his ideas . 

I had not intendeCi to interviev1 Hrs . Hendrieth, but she added details as 
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the interview progressed . After the tape recorder was shut off, she volunteered 
several other i terns of information 1-ihich have been SUffilaarized on a separate 
sheet . Both informants seemed more relo.xed after the recorder was shµt off. 

1-'..r . &m firs. ~endrieth are actively involved in their church . In some 
instances their strong religious convictions seem to lesse11 what could 
be bitterness toward their experiences in 1943 . 



i 0 ersonaJ.. rlistory of the Infor:r.iant 

dame of the Col _ector: Sr. Joan humaw, I..l-J. .h . 

Date of Interview: 1'.arch 14, 1970 

Jame and Address of Infornant ; 
1'1r . Gordon 11endrieth · 
18911 Dequinder 
.Uetroi t , l•!ichigan 

Subject of Interview: 
The Race rliot of 1943: A L~egro .Point of View 

1. Place and d[ct3 of birth: Bruten, Alabmna, 1909 

2 . ~laces lived in: 
1932 - hoved to JJetroit 

Hamtramack , then to r~em1elworth 0t. in Detroit 
1957 - 18911 Dequinder, JJetroit, hichigan 

3. ~ducation : 
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High School - in :Sruten , Alabuma 
3ctfool run by the Dut1i. JiGf ormed Board of .1.1omestic hissions 

4. uccupations : , 
1930 1 s - maintenance at Cl\Y,rsler Corp . 
1943 - .Ford l'iotor Co . 
.LTesont- trucking division, Chrysler hotor Corp . 

5. 1·1ari tal >:>thtus : 
Wife - Lucille Hendrieth 
ChiJ..dren - none 
Sisters - Two teaching in Alabairra 
Brothers- One 

6. Uescription of Informant: 
~"r . 1 iendrei th is a very lignt-skin.,ed .i:~egro, of medium heighi:;h and a 
little over- weight . His most characteristic iJogroid feature is his 
hair which is beginning to grey . '1'he informant seamed to have difficulty 
re~embering events i r\sequence and tended to be nervous about the 
interview . 

7 . Description of environment of the interview : 
· .'-l. modern one- story bric~ home about fifteen years old in an a..LJ.. 

Liegro neighborhood just south of Jeven 11ile rtoad. The home is 
very well kept up and is well furnished . 

8 . l-1.elationship of the Gollector to the informant: Rone . 

9. Other comments: 
heligicn - ,·.r . Hendrieth is actively involved in the becond Be, ptist 

Church located on 441 .i•"onroe in Detroit . de is a deacon 
in the Church • 

.1rncestry - The informants grn.nd-father was a white, slave owner . 



Personal rlistory of the Informant 

~~arne of the Go.L.Lector : wr . Joan r-1umaw. I.ll . L .• 

Date of the Interviei.r: Larch 14, 1970 

.Name and address of the infor mant: 
hrs . .uuci J.le liendr@.th 
18911 .Uequi.nder 
Jetroit , bichigan 

Subject of the lnterview : 
11he Hace rtiot of 1943 : n. l~egro ;;oint of ViGw 

1. Place and date of birth: 1J.labama, 1916 

2 . Pl.aced livGd in : 'l'he informant crune to Detroit in the 1930 1 s 
1940 1 s - r.ennelworth dt . in Detroit , 1·1ichigan 
1957 - 18911 Dequinder , Detroit , ,,.ichigan 

3 . ~ducation : 1931 - Graduated from ~astern rligh School 
Secretarial school 

4 . Occupations : 1930 1 s - iHsner ' s Department Store 
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1942 - 1:ederal Government .c.b_;loyment 00rvice, statistical clerk 
Currently - LJetroi t ;.; tr0ot and .taihrnys (D . S . H. . ) 11 11 

5 . 1·arital ::ito.tus : 
rlusb nd - Gordon Lendrieth 
ChiJ.dren- ifone 

6 . Descri1)tion of the Informant: 
'l'he informant is quite quite tall and of medium !:mild . 
0he has very striking fouturcs and her hair is beginning to 
g.r·ey . ...ihe seemed v0ry confident and recalled with & ccure:. cy 
eve~1ts in the past . bhe frequently assisted her husband in 
r ecalli.ng details . 

7 . J.Jescription of the environment of tho intervicrw: 
.ro ••• :odern one- story brick home about fifteen years old, 
situated just south of Jcven Li.le rtoad in an all 1fog-ro 
neighborhood . The home is very wel i. kept and well furnished . 

8. Relationshiu of the CoJ._ector to the lnforma.1t : -~one 

9. lrbher comments : 

ne..Ligion: The informant is actively involved in tl1e Second 
Baptist Church locl<.ted at 441 l"ionroe Jt . on Detroit , l·Jichigan 

I had 10t intend;:)d to interview r':rs . Hendrieth , but she 
seemed to have much inforr!lb.tion pertinent to this study . 
She i,ms very eager to talk after 1 turned of the ts.pe 
recorder . (Collector) 



Tape 3ummary Index 

Collector 1 s Tape l•urnber WSUFA Accession ~lurnher ----
... ~a.,11e of Collector: ;:)r. Joan Mumaw, I.H.L tlecording Speed: 3 3/4 

Nm.,eand address of Informant(s) 
Gordon rlendrieth 
Lucil.Le rl.endrieth 
18911 Dequinder 
Detroit, I1ichigan 

D~te and time of Interview: 

Tracks: 2 

Length of tape: 1200 ft. 

Subject: 'l'he Race Riot of 1943: 
A i~egro r'oint of View 

March 14, 1970 - 10:30A.lvl. 

Place of Interview: 
18911 Dequinder 
De ~roi t, l·~ichigan 

Circuinstances of the Inverview: 

The in-cerview was conducted in the livi.rJroom of the informants home, 
a modern one-story brick home in an a11'Hegro neighborhood jnst south 
of Seven hile Hoad . 'l'he collector had intended onJ..y to interview Hr . Gordon 
iiendrieth, but his wife Lucil..Le was present and added pertin~t information. 
1 or this roa&on both informants are indexed on this tape sw:n:mary. 
'I'he transcriptions will, however, be separated for each informant . 

Tape 1, Side 1 ( 330 ft - end) 

Item # 28 - Introduction and settin5 of tape 

# 29 - GH relates how rioters overturned his car. (read) 

#30 - >q,1rnstioning regarding the incident (Collector) 

#31 ~< GH, µo Lice mistake informant for a white man 

#32 - GH re-tells incident of overturned car. ( from memory) 

#33 - GH cites the role of the police in the incident 

#34 - What were the causes of the riot? (Collector) 

#35 - GH, age of informant 

#36 - GH tells how riot affects labor at Ford botor Co . 

#37 - ColJ..ector tries to determine age of rioters . 

#38 - LH recalJ_s incident at the Fo1 'est Club 

#39 - LH recalls affect of riot on her neighborhood. 

r/40 - LH describes lines of color in Detroit 

#41 - LH describes gangs on Woodward 

#42 - GH comments on the stopping of the riot 
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Tape Summary Index, can't 
Gordon riondrieth 
Lucil~e Hendrieth 

Item # 43 - GH, After the riot 

#44 - GH recalls work of Dr . Bradby of Sc:cond B/j_ptist Church . 

#45 - GH recalLs sources of tension leading up to the riot . 

#46 - GII says riot caused by "rough-ups . 11 

GH= Uordon Eendriet;, 
LH= Lucille .dendrieth 
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33A . 
Te:lit of Interview (transcript ion of relevant sections) 

Collector' s Tape Humber 

Name of Collector: 0 r . Joan humaw, I.Ii .h . 

Name and Addres s of Informant : 
I·ir . Gordon rlendrieth 
18911 De""uinder 
Detroit , Eichigan 

Dde and time of int0rview: Harch 14, 1970 
10:30 A. Ivi . 

Place of interview: 
18911 .Llequinder 
Detroit, 11ichigan 

Gircumstances of Lhe Interview: 

WSUFA Accession i'·iurnbc.:r - --
Kecording Speed : 3 3/4 

Tracks: 2 

Length of tape : 1200 ft. 

Subject: 'l'he fuce Hiot of 1943: 
A -'egro Point of View 

The collector had intended to interview Nr . hendrieth only, 
however, his wife Lucille was present and she added 
pertinent information throughout the interview. 
The following transcription is of l'lr . Hendrietlis corm:J.ents 
as they have been selected from the tape . 

Tape I, Side 1 (330 ft . - end) 

Item# 29 - GH - Coming from work in the year of 1943, during the time of the 
riot ••• I was driving west on Bast Vernor with all intentions 
of turning north on Brush St . U J:)On arriving there, the 
street was blocked off and a policemaiJ. waved me on. 
I WtLS able to turn right onto \ifoodward Avenue ·where I 
was sure I'd be safe. There were many people lining the 
street . 

I was able to drive as far north as Elliot (?) before.: I 
was stopped by a traffic light . This is where I was in 
trouble with the people of the neL:;hborhood . There was 
a youngster looking into the cars spotting Hegroes, I 
assumed . Hhen he detected who I was, he hollered in 
a loud voice, "Here ' s a nigger . " Then some man approached 
the car, reached in and pulled off my hat . Satisfying 
themselves of my identi ty , I was struck on the brck of the 
head with a bottle which broke leaving shattered glass 
in my skin . 

I escaped from L,he car as the men were overturning it . \<Jhen 
the man on one side jumped out of the way, I rol~ed out 
and ran toward the sidewalks hollering for help . When 
running 1 a metal object strucK me on the side . When I 
raache:al the sidewalk, a policeman there told me to,"Get 
the hell out of the way if you know what's good for you . " 
(Nrs . Hendrieth interrupts) ••• 

hy car was a total loss . 'l'he picture ap)eared in the 
morning paper with the license plate very plain . I later 
went to the ~)olice morgue on East Jefferson Ave . where it 
had been ·Lowed and saw thut the interior had been completely 
gutted with an empty gallon gasoline can still inside . 
The tires were melted like gum. 

0-43 
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Text of Interview - Gor don Hendrieth, can ' t . 044 
Item ff 29 can ' t 

I did file some type of clai m, but nothing ever came of it . 

# 30 When you turned onto ~~ood!mrd were most of the peop..Le white? (Collector) 

#'31 GH - Yes , Hast ings to woodward was black . For some reason the 
policeman said , "iiush, rush, go on. 11 They di dn't think I was a 
member of the black group . I 'm inclined to believe they were putting 
me on Woodward for my own safety. 
They were searching every car as it came to a stop. 

# 32 Didn't anyone come to your help? (Collector) 

GH - They rushed there, I believe, to kill me •.• When tho door j runmed • • • 
'l'he weight of the door kept tho car from turning f .lat . It was 
enough room left for me to roll out from beneath the car . 

# 33 The11 .L turned to my r i ght ••. It was roped off . When l jumped the 
rope, .L was struck in the side with a piece of iron. Then I began 
to holler . 'the whites were aftor me . There was a walking policeman 
who said, "You'd better get the hell on if you know what's good for 
you . " 

~.hen I reached my first destination, l saw a mounted policeman and 
he told ne I'd better get going . That ' s all the assistance I got • 

.Lat,:ir on (aft3r he was Aiken to the hospital by an unknown person) 
some samar itans brought me hJme from the hospital. 'l'hey brought 
me home in an open car ••• They told me to "pull your hat on~0you 1 11 
be ecsily identified . 

# 34 Do you remember what caused the riot? (Collector) 

GH - I heard it hap en8d out to Belle Isle . Jomeone claL'U.ed that a 
child had been thrown into the ·:.1'a ter . 

# 36 Were the factories afiecteu by the riot? (Col.loctor) (490 ft . ) 

GH - The plant almost closed because of the attendat1co of the people . 
(Few were there) The line almost closed. 

Were there ou tbr~aks of violence at the factory'? ( CoJJ .. ector) 

GH - .U:veryone stayed aj,_am, cool, and collected • • • atLentively 
watching . Seemed like they were brother and sisters waiting 
to see -what would happen outside . 

# 37 What were the ages of the rioters? (Collector) 

When it started, they were young people there . When it hit the streets, 
all ages -from all accounts . 'l'here wer e all ages encountered on this 
side of Bel~e Isle . 
Age didn't have anything to do wit h it . 

# 42 how did the riot g~t stp~~e,df (Collector) 



Text of lnterview - uordon llendrieth con't 

Item tl 42 - GH - The riot was practically stopped by main force . 

# 43 - Lio you think things 9 ot back to norma._J after tho riot'? ( Col.l.ector) 
GH - I do believe it was just a flare up . .C.:verything went back to 
normal as it has happened through the years since . 

# 45 - Wer e there tensions between blacks and wni tes prior to the riot'? 

GH - ~here could have been some type of ele~ent . I don ' t think 
there was anything out of the ordinary that caused it. It was 
an uncalJ.ed for thing. 

#46 GH - I still aay it was caused by the "rough-ups in both groups . 
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Text of Interview 
046 

Co:Llactor 1 f::' Tape rJu.r:tber ___ _ ;oJSUFA •• cces;'ion '"'umber ---
Lame of tlie Collector: Jr. Joan Lumaw, I.11 . h . tlecording Speed: 3 3/4 

rJarne and acldriass of the Informant: Tracks: 2 
l· rs. .uucil ~o Hendrieth 
18911 JJequinder 
lJetroi t, 1·.ichigan 

Length of tape: 1200 ft 

Jate and time of the Interview: 
Subject: The 1U1ce Hiot of 1943: 

.h Jegro .r'oint of view 
Larch 14, 1970 
10:30 A.H. 

Flace of interview: 18911 .Deq_uinder 
Detvoi t, i·.ichigan 

Circumsknces of the interview: 

l'he collector had intended to interview Lr . nendrieth 
only, .nowever, Lrs . hendrieth had some i;ertinent 
comr:ients both on the tape and in the remarks made 
after the tape was shut off . 

Tap~_I, Side 1 (330 ft . - end) 

Item ff 38 - LH - .n runner brought the word to tt.e .r or ~. t Club, I remer'ber having 
heard that . .J:redomina,1tly young people were there . l'his is how 

i'f 40 

it got out into the neighborhood . 

LH - t·Je were far north of there on l'~enrielworth . In our neigh
borhood, there were lines drawn i 1. .Jetroit. l:ast of "..food wc.crd 
was predorriinantly black. \'lest of .. oodward was practically all 
white. In our neighborhood, the degrees came from lakland to 
Woodward and the whites came to 1i ood1~ ard, glaring at one at10ther. 
State troopers patrolled streets to keep the factions apart. 

'If 41 - l.Jll - I did go to the corner to se"' the..· peop.::.e congregated on 
either side . There was nothing in our neighborhood . 

Conversation: not recorcle(, 

.uucille .tie1drieth stated that she haa enc:ountered difficulty 
as a ,:,egro, being hired whe.1 she cu1'1e to Detroit anc.1 oven after 
a course in stetistical t.raining. Jhe described discrimination 
i 1 several stores \·1here .iegroes tried to eet jobs . Hhen she 
worked with tho .i'Jederal Government e1H1J.Loyment service in the 1940 1 s , 
el. ployees wouldn 1 t even exchange Christmas::: gifts with ilJogro 
e;;iployees . 
Jhe also stated that very few "Jegros were employed by Lhe D. S . R. 
in the l940 1 s 
0he reca.lled the fact that Chrysler Corporation had special job 
cc·tegories for jegroes, Depart111ent 25, ,janitorial sorvices . 



Informants # 4 and 5 

Ers . iverlee 1'.atson 
and 

Er . Ju..Lius B. 'iiatson 
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Collector' s J.JOg 

Informants : l'-rs. Ever lee 1v~atson 
JV ... r. Julius 13 . 1{atson 

'i'he ColJ.octor received the name of Lrs . Bvorlee 'vJatson from Rev . A.A . Ban.Ks 
of the Second Baptist Church on L.a''Ch 9, 1970. hrs . ·.r,atson had volunteered 
through her church to give any information which she had regarding the riot 
of 1943 . 

13 harch 1970 '1eleohone 

I called Hrt> . hat son to establish a d&te for the interview. we agreect to 
meet at her home on harch l.7 , 1970 at 8:00 P. L 

17 1'.1.arch 1970 lnterview-taoed 

The interview to k place in the living room of the informant 1 s home rt 65L,4 
.Scotten in Detroit . .t'resent for the 8 :00 .P . Jv!. interview \·iere the husband of 
the informant, Julius B. iiatson and .Sister Barbara t1arpart, 18603 \Jarrington, 
Detroi t, 1-iichigan, a friend of the collector. 

'l'he informants home is a two-story frame house which is very well furnished 
and well-cared for . l t is situated i n an all- llfegro neighborhood on the 
West side of the city. 'l'he occupants of the house have lived in the area 
ever since they came to iL 0roi t. 

I had not intended to interview f'.1.r . ~iatson, but he had :r.iuch information 
dealing with the labor movement a t the time of the riot. because of this 
I permitted him to add to hrs . ~1aLson 1 s testimony and even questioned him 
directly regcrding certain events . 

During the intarview, the informants seemed very relaxed and glad to share 
their information with us . hrs . We:. ,so.1 ap eared nervous on two occasions 
when her husband digressed far from the topic. She was very gr&cious and open 
despite the prese CJ of the tape recorder . 
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~ersonal ilistory of Informant 

iJarne of the Collector : Sr . Joan hwnaw 

Dt. te of the Interview: l'iarch l?, 1970, 8: 00 F. L 

iJan1e and address of the informant : 

3ubiect : 

11 .. rs . iv er lee \·Ja ts on 
65Lil.i . ...:icotten 
lJetroit, Lichigan 

'J.1he Detroit Race Riot of 1943: A ... ~egro t'oint of View 

1. vate &nd place of birth: Georgia , April 16, 1911 

2. Places lived in: Came to Detroit from Lreorgia in 1935 
1935 - 1956 hilford .St . ~iestside of .Lietroit, i·~ichigan 

3. 2ducLltion : 3lementary wid 3econaary school in Georgia 

4. Occupation.: lfot'.sewife and domestic servant 

5. i· ... arital and family stBtus : 
Three children by a previous marriage 
Husband - Julius B. Watson (1956) 
Thirteon grcndchildren 

6. Description of the informant: 
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i·:.rs . We,tson:. 1 is a very attractive rJegro woman of mediur.i. heighth and 
build . 0he is v0ry active in Ghurch aL airs a11d also wor:ks . -=ihe 
en.joys eop::..e a.1d set;:.;med most at home during the int0rview . .She 
w· s most willing to share i.,1hatever information she had and se0med 
able to recall detlCils quite i::ell. 

7. The description of t:O.e place of interview: 
The interview touk place in the two- story frame home owned by the 
informant. It is in an old Negro neighborhood . The house was very 
\.,ell kept up a.o.d the furnishings were those of an up1)er middle class 
home . 

8 • .ttelatio11ship of the collector to the informant: 
3one 

9 . Other co1mnents ~ 
.Lhe 11atsons are eager to meet .._)eople a.o.d to spread understanding among 
the races . They frequently entertain foreign students in their home . 

rteligion : hctive involvement in the .Second Ba~tist Church . 
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l~ersonal History of the Informant 050 
Nrune of the Collector: 0r . Joan hurnaw, I.H. h . 

Date of the Interview: ~,arch 17, 1970 

Name and address of the informant: 
Lr . Juliu s B. Wu.tson 
6544 .:3cotten 
Detroit , Lichigan 

Subject of the Interview: 
'l'he Race Riot of 1943 : A i~egro 1-'oint of View 

1. i· lace and date of birth: Texas, Hay 18 , 1905 

2 . l·laces lived in; 

3 . ~ducation.:i 

4 , Occu~)ation: 

5 . Lari tal and fa: ily status: 

Ann ,;rbor 1926- 27 
Detroit since 1927 
6544 Scotten, Detroit - since 1941 

Texas - elementary and secondary school 
LJniversi ty of Lichigan, Am1 1.rbor - 2 years of college 
Ford i·iotor Co.- training as an engineer until 

laid off in the 19JO ' s . 

l.iith Ford hOtor Co until 1956 
I resently 1,i th the Dotroi t City Government, 

in capacity of director of the remova~ of 
abandoned cars in the city. 

1921 - married to first wife 
l son 

1956 - 11,arried to present hrs . ~.atson 
several gra.~d childr en 

6. Description of the informant: 

'l'he informant is quite tall and lanky with very dark skin and hair that is 
begin:.1.ing to turn grey. \Jhile he was very good at telling details , hr. 
Watson often digressed in the conversation . He was most eager to 
volunteer information and seemed eaber to overcome the pre,iudice bet•.-.'een 
the races . 

7 . The interview took place in the living room of tho 1:1a ts on home . It is 
a well furnished home in an al..t. rJegro district on the He st side . 

8 . Relationship of the collecLor to the informant : 

l{one 

9 . Other comments: 
Ancestry: Parents lived in tne integra.ted stb.te of Texas . kr . ~.a ts on 

grew up with white as his r.iother was a domestic . 
rtelie:;ion: Active in the J.cond Dc..]Jt ist Church 
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Tape Summary Index 

ColJ_ectors Tc-oe ifomber_' ___ _ 
l•aJne of the C~L.ector~ 

WSUFA Accession ifrun.ber ---
Sister Joan Humaw, l.ri . h. Hecording speed: 3 3/4 

l~rune and address of the informants ; Tracks: 2 

L0ngth of tape: 1200 ft . 
1'1rs . .Sver lee -wa ts on 
hr . Julius :a . vJ:; ts on 
6544 .::icotten 
Detroit, hichigan Subject: The Race Hiot of 19L1J: 

A J.jegro .Point of view 
Date and ti.'Ile of the interview : 

Larch 17, 1970 
8 : 00 P . L. 

.t'lace of the interview: 
654/~ Scotten 
Dctroi t, liichigan 

Circumstances of the interview: 

.Place: The living roon of the comfortable two-story flrmne house 
belonging to the informants . 'l'he fur n::'..shings are 
representative of up,Jor middle class homes . 

rresent.!.J Sister Barbc::.ra .t'arpart ; 18603 ~·, urrington, Detroit, 
( a friend of the collector) 

'11his tape includes both testimony of hr . Watson and hrs . \,atson . 
'l'he col ,.ector was unsure of Lr . ,Jatson 1 s role during tho riot until 
he began to add to his wife 1 s testimony . In order to elicit 
the information, the collector allowed him to volunteer information 
as it was recalled by hr . Watson 

T,.,-oe I, Jide 2 
Item # 47 E~ recalls the events on 3clle lsle 

# 48 EW recalls events on iiastings St . 

#49 EW relates the reaction of the . obs near the Forc:s~ t Club 

tt 50 EW recc-.lls the closing of the schools 

#51 EW rec0lls incident of police brutality to a "'egro (32 ft) 

# 52 EW - children and school 

#53 .i!J'W recalls how she heard the riot started 

ii 54 E\..J and JW cite te~'lsion prior to the riot 

# 55 .t!..vl cites causes of tension 

# 56 .fv, - what kind of ch&nges were needed 

.,/57 JW related hayer Jof 'eries relations. ip to the Ku Klux Klan ( 100 ft) 

tf58 JW relates vlhat he heard from the mail man regarding whites 



Tape summary index, con't - hatson 

Item# 59 JW recalls conditions at the city morgue 

ft 60 JW recalls incident involving the dr.'...ver of a streetcar 

# 61 JW relates incident about mail man and the l'~egro posses8.icm of 
high powered rifles 

# 62 .fu'W, JW compare riot of 191+3 with 1967 riot 

# 63 BW recalls death on the 'vJest side 

# 64 J\\ and situation at the morgue 

# 65 JW f·..ayor Jefferies and r a cist paraphlet ( 174) 

# 66 JW relates the fighting between youths prior to tho riot 

# 67 JW digression on basketbc.11 

1! 68 J\~ international students 
t1 69 li:W hostility arnone; today's youth 
ii 70 J\: ~ihy of r :.:.cism in 1943 

# 71 mJ Job op,..,ortunities for ..'~egroes after riot and war 

# 72 EW Jegro status at Ileceiving Hos~Jit8l 

;f 73 JW i'{egro jobs at Hudson Co . 

1f 7 4 J~·J Negroes in city government 

# 75 JW Situation at Ford I•iotor Co. ( 348 ft.) 

ii 76 J'w Incident of llght- skin, ed fogro at Ford 

if 77 JW Union at l''ord 

# 78 JW jegro in office at Ford 

ii 79 JW ,11J v•ork status durine; the riot 

Ii 80 EW City effort during the riot, st<,te troops 

if 81 JW Attitude of police toward rfogroes 

ti 82 Jl,,T ~xperiG.1ce of false arr est 

_., 
TT 83 1-w Attitude of the po .ice 

# O ' u4 li:W After the riot 

ff 85 JV: .hr . 2d1:1ards us police commissioner 

" if 86 Ei·J Housing in the 1940's 

if 87 Jl;J Housing in the 1920's 

2w = iverlee · .. Jatson JW= Julius hats on 
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Text of Interview (Relevant transcriptions) 053 
Name of the Collector : Sr . Joan humaw, I.rl . h . 

Collector 1 s Tape .. umber ___ _ 

ja_.11e and addreos of the informantt 
Lrs . ~verlee Watson 
6544 Scotten 
Detroit, hichiga..."'1. 

D.~te and time of the interview: 
harch 17, 1970 
8:00 P.L. 

~lace of the int8rview:6544 Jcotten 
Detroit, Licnigan 

llircur.istances of the interview: 

WSUFA 1i.ccession jmnber __ 

necording speed: 3 3/4 

T acks: 2 

..Uength cf the tape : -1200 ft . 

3ubject: The Detroit R~ce 
Riot of 1943 : A 
i~egro point of view 

'i'he interview was conducted in the living roo!n of the W· ts on home . 
Er. Julius \iatson, husband of the informant and 0 ister Br rb~ ra 
Parpart, 18603 ~hr ·ington, were present during the interv:'...ew . 

Tape I, Side 2 

lte".Tl # 47 EW - The evening "!:Lat the riot began, we went to Bell.e Isle. It 
was v0ry quiet over there. hardly anybody there . We didn't know 
qnything was ha_i-Jpeni~g . We stayed - it was quite warm. 
1he police stopped us as we came off the bridge and looked in our car. 
They didn't say anything, just .LookeJ and said to go ahead . 

So we felt kind of bo.d ••. being that there was trouble, ue thought we 
should hav0 been told to go home . He could hr..vo got oec1 kiL.ed 

# 48 l.W - Instead of going home, we went down on Hastings St . where we 
stopped to get something to eat . It 1-;as so hot in the place, that we 
waited out on the side-walk . 
Youngsters wer·e walking around ·with big clubs and all that . And I'lY 
ij.usband was stai.1ding aJ..r1ost en the side walk . You could te_;_l 
sor,1ething was wrong, but no one said anything yet. So 1 said," Don ' t 
stand there, the:s;e people are mad . 'l'hey seem tc want to fight." 
He got our sandHiches and celile up Has-cings. All the street cu.rs had 
be(:m stop· ,ed and all the people Here off . .i:veryone was running 
around saying, 11 Come on, it's a riot . " 
l,,e thougnt they were kidding, I didn 1 t know anything about it . 
vJe didn't try to go up 11astings ••• It was very congested. 

ff 49 l!,Y.l - J.'hey wer·e having a dance at the Forest Club, ~veryone had come 
out with a club . ,ie turned around and cruno up tho ailey . i,e didn 1 t 
see any of the fit,hting . 'v-Je just saw peo:Jle running around '\.i th 
their clubs. We just heard thet,ri say there was a riot. 'we didn 't 
know there was a riot until the next t,or·ling. 

ti 50 :ii;W - the next morning the children went Gu ::chool. .h man told us 
tha.t the;y we.L'e rioting on the ~ast Side. I said, "They're rioting. 
r.y children are 6une to school." by th<s time tho children were 
horne, becc,use they had S8i1t tlie:n bc:.ck . 



Text of Interview, con' t - Watson 
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Item fr 51 l.'.JW - All that we saw was a policeman beat up a man (1i"cgro) . 1l 1hey call
ed curfew for 6 : 30 or 7 : 00 P . Vi., but this man was walking along the 
street coming home from work . Down the street was a barber sho.JJ . This 
man came to the door and talked t o him. The police pulled up wit h 
four policemen in the car, said a dirty word and cursed him and told 
him to get off the street . He clidn 1 t realize thGt they were talk-
ing to them . '.L'he m~ n f;aid , 11.e.re you speaking to me?n 
By this time three poj_ice:rrien slipf.Jed out . One had a machine gur1 or 
riot gun, one had a club and one had his pistol. The one l·Jith the 
club star ted be, ting him all over his hoad . He tried to cover llp 
and then ran. 

-vie were l:fraid . 1ihen the children saw this they began to cry . They 
were afraid that the police wouldn't :rotect them . They sai d , 11Lother, 
the police aro beating up ,Jeople, wh&t at'.e we goi ng to do?" 'l'his 
was the on_;_y mean part that we saw. (The incident occurred at i·1ilford 
and Stanford on the •. est side . ) 

'i'his 1.JaS an unusual occurre·1ce becc.use because there was no fighting 
actually taking place on this side of town . 

Did the nan get help? (Collector) 

i:W - The man ran and after he ran, they (police) got in their car 
and went. 

ff 52 - - Did anything hap;en in the schools? (Collector) 
ZW - The y just closed the schools, because they were afraid of what 
m:~;;ht happen. 

1f 53 How did the riot get startud'? ( Col.Lector) 

EW - \Jell , I heard ••• but then you really never know. I heard somone 
said that this folloi,1 c11ra0 into the CJ_ub, where they had this dance 
o.nd said that a white man had. just throvm a ,,egro woman and her 
baby into the Detroit !1.iver . ...'..verybody fi.Led out and it started . 

ff 54 Were there any tensions in Detroit c,,t tho time of the riot? (Collector) 

Just from tno way things wor0 going in the city, y0u knbw something 
wa::; going to hap.1:1en.. You •~ere afra.id thu.t if you touched soneon~, 
they wou-~d just explode. They were so 11up-tight" as they say today . 
It ,,;as U.iL'erent from the lr)67 riot. I didn't ex;)ect it (.1967) 
the atmosphere was so differeLt . 1~0 comparison with the 110.y peop..Le 
acted at this time . (~943) 

fl 55 \IN.at were tne causes of the i:,ension? (Collector) 

.Jo ,iJart:~cular thing . You just .r..i1ew s0mething uas r,oing ~o hap;Jen . 
,_'ooplo were ge"Gting pushed arouad . ,_Jeople were getting tired (of it . ) 
Tho newspc.:Jers had. been writing thut Lrouble was on the way if 
the system ••. if changes weren't riade . 
Wh:xt ldnd of changes 't (Collector) 
i;;w - jobs ••• 
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l'GX(j of Interv::..ew, con' t - L'irs • .C:.:ver ..1.et, 1mtson 05rl 
Item if 62 EW - J.. t was .cealj_y a rr:~co riot in 1943 . • • 1967 was not racial. •• 

white ctnd colored on the street to<:::ether rioting. • •. _,eo_?le 
looking . In 1943 it 1ms different . 

tr 63 .CW - On the \wst si6e only one person was killed, a vdlson m:..lk man. 
Someone threw a brick and killed him. 'l'hat 1 t Lhe only one I knew 
of . (157 ft) 

i'I 69 ..:;w - Hostility today is more between the young. It was ciifferent theJ:J. . 

11 71 l·ias l,he tension re..Lievod after tho ric,t? ( CoL.ector) 

~; - In those days there uere rra...11.y places uhere b..Lack people 
did;.1 1 t work . They ,just ueren 1t hired . After that , (riot) with 
the war and everyt:iing, things bag<....n to open up . reo:ple begE<n 
to {;et jobs where they- were ~~Ltalifierl . This did a lot to 
alleviate the situ&tion. 

# 72 .GW - l\;ople began to get jobs where i~ogroes never uorked before, 
bunks, stores, hospita.ts . In some '10s:Jik1ls , like .ci.eceiving, 
there wn.s one .;ee;ro nurse in the hosJi t al. 

# 80 v:hat did the cl ty do about the ri ,t'i \Collector) 

.G•1 - 1iothing. ·whe·1 the state troops cc:.Jne: in, thut 1 s whe"1 I felt safe . 

fl 83 ~IJ The police were very discuurteous at oll ti.mes . We had very few 
rn0gro police!"'.l.e.n ••• ~1.ft0r they beat up this man on tho stro ,t for 
:io reason ••• we thought that if they clid the.. t to hil , tney uould 
do the sLlJ.e to us . They '.1ere just c.s nad at evdrybody as they 
cou.lcl be . :Hien i:.he state troops ca"1e in 1·.onday niuht, then I 
cou-'-d sle..;r . 
I didn' 1~ think it was ~1eces sary, but ·:.:.he man ••• I don 1 t n:now if the 
110.11 3von .~n0\. they had caL .. ed curfew during the clay . This '~1an 
wus coming homo fror.. work . 1 t 1 1u.s not necessary to beat him 
with a pistol anu riot [;tm. 

# 84 '•ihat 1mre the differenc0s after the rid? (Collector) 

Eli - .i'here here things done . A J_ot of jobs opened up . Foop ..... e began 
to get Ghings to c1o . '1'he city fc:. thers tried to corral the law 
onforcemeut officers to get them to tr,~at the .Jeople more like 
citizens, istead of anima..Ls . 00 Gi1ey bega.i.1 to try 'to 1Jork out 
the )roblems . 

# 36 1-/hat was housing like Ll .t94J'i (Col. ector) 
1!:1·i - A ..Lot of (Jeo J., .. e roomed which rnado for crowded conditions • 
.i'hree or four faLilies .Lived in ono home . 
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Text of Inter view ( relevant s ections) 

•JoL ectors ta}'e number 

lfa.rne of the Collector: Sr . Joan l'lUIIJaw, I.tl.,·1 • 

... ~W'le and aduress of the informent: 
J._r . Julius .b , v1utson 
6544 Scotten 
lJetroi t, J.•iichigc:n 

Dnte and tine of -c.he interview: 
•-£1.rc.1 17, l'Y/0 
8:00 iP.L. 

i<:,_a.ce of the intorvieu . .: ·,)544 ocotten 
Detroit, Lichigan 

Circunstunces of the interview: 

'.ISill'A .... ccescion ,:Jum.oer ----

Tracks: 2 

Longth of the tape : 1200 ft . 

Jubject: The Detroit nace 
B.iot of 1943: 1:. ifogro 
~"oint of v i ew. 

The L1tervieu 1-1as condueted in the living room of the 
informant ~s home . ...)resent during the interview was., the wife of 
of the informant, I·irs • .Sverle .. ; i'i ·ts on and Jister Barbara rar 1art , :::..8603 
\.arrington, Detroit (a friend of the colLector.) 
i;ihiJ..e the collector haa. intended to intr;;rview ~irs . >ir ts on on Ly, 
llr . ~.rtson had nuch pertinent information. 

'.L1a1Je I, Side 2 

I ten ff 56 that i\:ind of changes were needed'! ( ColJ.ector) 

J'.-J - Administrative changes. Just before the riot, one comm.en ta tor 
crune on the air and said th&t -;;here 1ms going to be trouble in 

ti 57 :Uetroi t. The l'.i.ayor Hho 1-1as Jefferies at this time, knew that there 
was an organization, the hu Klux 1.lan ••• office in the .i:'enobscot 
Building. rt0 ,mew it and could sec it from his office . There 
wu.s a ~jaJ.lllJhlot put out at Lhis ~ir:J.e of the eJ..ecti0n by the mayor or 

05f) 

his council sayi11g that there in ere in Cooley High .::>chool two l·legro 1Jeople . 
If he were elected, they would not be there . 
This helped to promote such an attituu.e . 

# 58 There was a nan 1 .. ho lived just next door anc1. he came home from the 
post office •• As he got off the ous at nit,ht , he sur three r.i.en over 
on L-lio oth.jr sido of the JN·d . ( JOrth of 1«est Grand .t3lvd. ) with rifles . 
That neighborhood across the Blvd. was a ll 1-:hite at tho time . They 
were out 1;i th their rifles saying, 11 If ue seo any ~~igt;ers, we 1 11 
get them. 11 (105 ft) 
'l'he man who picked up mail, said it was some thin'-' dreadful the way 

~ they were kil ~ing off peop~e G.cross Tiocd1ic.rd . ( ....:;&.st sido of 1.oodw&rd) 

ti 59 '1'here were so . .iany down at tl1e .. 10rguo, thu.t 1:.lley ~.:ouldn 1 t let you 
seo them. 'l'hey are keeping it covered. (Reported to the infor~ant by 
the r.iail man . ) 

ff 60 I have a friend, aj_most whi to , he ' s Qbout your color . They didn 1 v 

know he vms colored . ne tiaS a '.1ot or;nan on the JJ . b . R. his conductor 
was a colored girl. 11.s soon as ~h0y heard about _._.e dist' 1 rbtmco , 
they uent to the bar n and parKod their stre,tco..r . he had h:ts own 
cnr 1:.o come home . ,.nd this is the 1.rc_.y they got home . «hen they 
got to a white neighborhood, he would drive , and o.s they c,:,I:le to 
a blac;<: noig11burhoud , he \.ould lie down &nd sho would drive . .1:md 
vhet ·way tney got hor.ie safely. 



Text of lnterview, con 1 t - Julius ~.atson 

Item # 61 JW - The driver of the mail truck took hi s chances because he though t 
that -chey uouldl1 1 t attr.cic a c;overnrncmt vehicle . He reported that 
there were so ctany high- vowered rifles and machine guns on both sides . 
He was surf"'rised that so many bl.£:ck )GO_Jle hacl machine guns . 
ll 3 warned us riot to go u 1> by 1Joodm1rd . 'i'he bulk of the figh-r,ing 
was six b.Locks east of \.oodward. 

fi 614 JW umbcir kil._ed': He (neighbor) did i ' t s&y how many . He said, 
"Dmm at tr1e morgue there were rows and rows . The ordinary ci tizc::n ••• 
they 1Jouldn 1 t even raise them to let you see who they -were , ·white 
or colored. 'i'his ws.s f'm tho uest, that it. wa.sn ' t known . 'l'his 
would have stirr ..:d up rn.ore animosity a.Long the lJeople, no mo. t ter 
wh~~t side . 

# 65 JW - The 1943 riot was something that was brewing much longer than 
the one in 1967. The mayor knew about the animosity betue'.:ln the 
races. The r:1ayor said that he ;,;anted to a,;'ne~iorate tho situation, 
but he added to the hostility . I don't know if he Has clii:octJ.y 
res_::-ionsible for the .Leaf..!..ets thL.t .;ere gi •:en out. ( ltem # 57) 
He must have 1mfrwn about the loaf let and would have condoned it . 
lt was found out by the domestics uho worked in the neighborhood 
( uhi te) and :Jicked them up. .h:.w 1)le tried to put them where Blacks 
wouldn't se0 tnem, but the peO).Le who worked ••• gct them. 'i'his is how 
it got to the black paople . 

fiL 66 JVi - There was fighting o.ruong youngsters in 6 .:...u1es of b;,sketball. •• 
'.L'he championships used to be 1Jlayed at Olympia. There \·jere fights 
afterwards lbetwe3n ble:,ck a.nd ·white) and that ;,,as the beginning of 
the hostility... i'ho €$roup I dispersed was bl.ack . 
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'l'he v1hite i:Sroup 1,muld form from the other side ana at..,ack . It ci.e1Jended 
OD who had the best tvar:: where the hostiii ty began. 

I! 70 iihy of racism - 1'here was an atti tuclo of superiority ai..10~ whites . 
Th3re was also a :fee..1.ing of inferiority an1ong the bla.cks that does 
not exist now . 'I'his 1ms, of course, because it was Land.~d down through 
pn.re21t~; . ( 380 ft . ) 

ff 73 JW - Ai:; J . L. r:ludson CQ the elevator operat6rs had to look 1;hite ••• 
they had ::iaids , but no (blacl:) p0rsonnel in the office or a.s clerks . 

-It 74 JW - i<o .1.<::,,groes in t~1e bo.n:rn . In city &nd ccunty Govcirm:ient .•• I 
ror.1e,,"bdr coming homo and saying, 11 '1'here ' s a.1cilther -'rngro in the city 
hall , tho.t r:iakes two . 11 Only two blacks we·e on the D . ~ . a until 
tue v ar . Hfter the wan, there was a shortage of help , a ..Lot of 
work going ••. Lleeded people to c1)8rate tra...1si)ortation. 

ti 75 J·w - r1.t th[.t time there were certain jobs tho.t v.ero black man 1 s 
jobs a,1d certain jobs for white rnen . (Ford hOtor Co . ) 

1! 76 JH '.t'here was an incident ••. of course you know ahout the mixture in 
our race ••• two blocks do-vm on the corner there was a 9001 hall. •• 
A ..Large group of mon hw."lg out -chore . I was in there one clei.y nnd I 
reme: ber th t one of the young men, very light - unless you l::new him 
you 1 c:l. ..,hink he ;,-ias -white - He had bde.1 hired at i"ord 1 s vciry rece"1tly . 
Ho was laughinE,; about an oxyerience he had. The foreman oJ.1 the job 
\·rhere he -was working , carne througn and saw him ta.cing some cores 
off the li1b . He was the general .. orenan. .de said, 11 •• ho put you 
0,1 L,his job ••• Come wit:i.1 r:J.e •• .'l'i1is ain 't no job for a white nan. 11 
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'l\n .. '"t of Interview, con 1 t - .i•i.r , Julius ,; :. ts on OSR 
Item# 77 J1J 'l'he ·anion at l<'ord was very yuung . . It si>,rtod l,o help some . 

The u..."'1.ion \10.s there at the time of the riot ••• '.Chere was not as ::mch 
pressure . I have seen on a job that 'v;as a black job, a molding job , 
t,ho big boss would cor.:e ln and. ;iress dovm on the mold ard maybe he 
found a soft spot or any lit c..Le flaw . He viould get up on L,he line 
w1d vialk on them . (the ::iold.s) '.L'his , of course, ::1oant that l,hese 
::nen ha<l to work hard enough to i.::tab:J un for wnat he had. ruined . 
'l'hey!'tfo..,rking hard enough thut there t~ngues hung out . \ihen th..: 
union came in they didn't at-Lempt to do onything like thL . 
But -vhe jobs remained in the same classificu.tion, pouring of iron, 
handling of big heuvy ladels, and , olding ::10.chines . .Lhese v1ero 
all bJ_acK jobs . In machine :cepairs, there were tifro blc cKs in the 
four1dry out of twclvlj or fiftoen ••• they repaired broa..;:downs in the 
line . This was my work . !.,ost of these were white :':l.en . It was a 
s,dlled tracie and a higher paying job . 

# 78 JW - vie had one (.iJl;jg;ro) ran in the office and he served princi,;ally 
the b.Lack peop..Le . Any uit' icul ties you had you \.;ent to see him. 
He did hc..ve some power . 1 his lasted until around 1945 when anot her 
man was added . ( 11.t this time 4000 blacks wer e e1111loyed at Ford . ) 

1f 81 \Jhat was the attitude of the police'~ (Collector) 

JW - From the reacticn of the :;_ocal ~:iolice ••• the atti:i::ude of the po.lice 
you knew before this happened . You'd bo drivinG do'tvn the stre<:Jt 
and if you had a violation, the police would say, 11Black so and so , 
where the hell you think you ' re Gving . 11 lind in some cases they hadn''L 
done anything . 

# 82 JW - un two occasions I vas arrested , onoe I was loc~ced up . -'-he 
police SFore I was driving recKlessly . Driving doun l·1cGrau, I 
:;assed the policemru1 and J.1e pulled me over ... .L'hey touk everything 
I had, locked me up a11d sent me downtoi::n to jail. 'l'he most I 
could have been ch£;.rged with was speedint:; •• (Rest of tustiL1ony 
rela.tes incid1.:rnts on this arrest and his release v.hen they h. d 
no ch1::.rgGs to Kee.LJ him. ) 
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