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INTRODUCTION

Eward Volz, President of the Photoengravers1 Union f rom

1929 to 1954, was born in C inc innat i , Oh io . He was appren

t iced to a wood engraver at the age of f i f teen and jo ined the

Photoengravers1 Union at twenty-one when i t was s t i l l par t o f

the Typograph ica l Un ion . He desc r ibes the g radua l movement

t o w a r d t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P h o t o e n g r a v e r s '

Union in New York in 1900. Volz moved to New York in 1906 as

a p r o o f e r. H e b e c a m e a c t i v e i n " b o o s t e r t r i p s " t o b o o s t t h e

u n i o n , w a s e l e c t e d t o t h e e x e c u t i v e b o a r d o f t h e N e w Yo r k

union in 1911 and became vice-president in 1912 and president

in 1916 in which capaci ty he served unt i l 1920. He served as

p r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P h o t o e n g r a v e r s 1 U n i o n f r o m

1929 unt i l 1954. Whi le in New York he acted as organ izer o f

the ro togravure workers .

Vo l z r e m i n i s c e s a b o u t M a t t Wo l l , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e

A F L , f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l P h o t o e n g r a v e r s 1

Union, and founder of the Union Labor Life Insurance Company;

Samuel Gompers, f irst president of the AFL; George Meany; the

famous f igh t be tween John L . Lewis and B i l l Hu tcheson; and

Florence Thorne.

Vo l z t a l k s a b o u t t h e v a r i o u s j o b c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s i n h i s

industry and how he helped get them under one minimum wage

s e a l e - - p h o t o g r a p h e r s , e t c h e r s , f i n i s h e r s , B e n D a y a r t i s t s ,



n e g a t i v e s t r i p p e r s , p r o o f e r s , r o u t e r s a n d b l o c k e r s . H e

recal ls h is fee l ings about the CIO and about the la ter merger

be tween the L i thographers and Pho toengravers . He desc r ibes

the 1922 lockout for a return to the 48-hour week, the move

ment fo r a genera l p r i n t i ng t rades un ion and how he he lped

o b t a i n t h e f i v e - d a y w e e k f o r h i s i n d u s t r y i n 1 9 2 9 , t h e f i r s t

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p t r a i n i n g c l a s s e s o r v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s f o r

P h o t o e n g r a v e r s , a n d i m p r o v e d s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e

shops . Vo l z a l so r eca l l s h i s expe r i ence as sec re ta r y on l aw

o f t h e A F L u n d e r t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f D a n To b i n a n d a s a

f r a t e rna l de l ega te t o r ep resen t t he AFL a t t he B r i t i sh Trade

unions1 Congress in 1948.
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Wo u l d y o u j u s t s a y y o u r n a m e , d a t e a n d p l a c e o f
b i r t h s o I c o u l d c h e c k t h e l e v e l o n t h i s , [ t a p e
r e c o r d e r ]

Edward J . Vo lz .
n o " t " i n i t .

Yo u s p e l l e d i t w r o n g , V- O - L - T- Z ,

N o " t " i n i t ?

V-O-L-Z. I was born in Cinc innat i , August 22, 1879.

W o u l d y o u t e l l m e a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t y o u r f a m i l y.
I no t i ce tha t you were . . . .

I was one of seven,
s i s t e r s .

I had three brothers and three

Did your father work at a trade?

My father was or ig inal ly a c igar maker and then he
opened a smal l grocery s tore, that was most of my
l i f e . I w a s s i x y e a r s o l d w h e n w e m o v e d u p t o
where he opened the grocery store and so my life is
a f t e r t h a t .

Did he belong to the union as a cigar maker?

I don ' t th ink the re was any un ion in those days . I
d o n ' t t h i n k t h e r e w a s a n y C i g a r M a k e r s ' U n i o n i n
those days. See, that would be back in the '70s.

How did you come to start out as an apprentice to a
wood engraver?

M y b r o t h e r c a m e h o m e . . . . I w a s g o i n g t o s c h o o l
[ and ] I t h i nk I was i n t he s i x t h g rade . He sa id t o
my mother, " I have a job for Ed to learn wood enr
g r a v i n g . " H e s a i d , " I t h i n k y o u b e t t e r t a k e i t , "

and tha t was i t . Of course in those days , as I ment ioned in
some of the stuff I sent you, you worked the f i rs t s ix months
f o r n o t h i n g . T h a t w a s t h e r e g u l a r p r o c e d u r e . T h e n I g o t a
dol lar a week for six months. Each six months I was promised
a do l l a r i nc rease , bu t I had a ha rd t ime ge t t i ng i t .
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HOFFMAN: Did they start you r ight out teaching you to do the
engraving or d id you just run errands?

V O L Z : M o s t l y r u n t h e e r r a n d s f o r a y e a r ; t h e b e s t p a r t o f
i t . F o r s i x m o n t h s , a t l e a s t . I n f a c t f o r a y e a r
I was running errands off and on.

HOFFMAN: How old were you when you started?

V O L Z : A b o u t f i f t e e n , I w o u l d s a y .

HOFFMAN: Now I not iced that you jo ined the Cincinnat i Photo*
engravers ' Un ion.

V O L Z : I n 1 9 0 0 .

HOFFMAN: In 1900!

V O L Z : I d o n ' t k n o w t h e e x a c t d a t e . I t w a s j u s t w h e n t h e
pho toengrave rs b roke away f rom the Typograph ica l
Union „4

HOFFMAN: And you were, what, just about twenty-one years old
then?

HOFFMAN: Was i t a fa i lure of leadership at that t ime, do you
th ink?

V O L Z : I t w a s j u s t t h e w a y o f t h i n g s , I g u e s s . B u t t h a t
was the reason fo r most o f them get t ing ou t . They
f e l t t h a t t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p w a s n ' t g e t t i n g t h e
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t t h e y w o u l d b e a b l e t o g e t i f
they were independent.

HOFFMAN: Now photoengraving was a new skil l, wasn't it?

V O L Z : P h o t o e n g r a v i n g w a s q u i t e n e w a t t h e t i m e . H o w e v e r,
t h e r e w e r e p h o t o e n g r a v e r s . T h e f i r s t P h o t o e n
g rave rs ' Un ion was f o rmed i n 1886 , bu t soon d i s
b a n d e d . T h o s e w h o w e r e i n i t w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y

s k i l l e d , b u t i t w a s h a r d l y k n o w n . I n t h o s e d a y s i t w a s
most ly wood engrav ing. In fac t , the wood engravers , many o f
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t h e m , s a i d , " I ' l l n e v e r p u t m y t o o l s i n t o p l a t e o f m e t a l . "
They were wood engravers. Those who were in the so-cal led
a r t i s t i c e n d s a i d , " I t m i g h t b e a l l r i g h t f o r m e c h a n i c a l
work, photoengraving." And the others who were on the mecha
n ica l end sa id , "We l l , pho toengrav ing m igh t be a l l r i gh t f o r
the a r t i s t i c end bu t no t fo r the mechan ica l end . " Bu t a f te r
w a r d s m o s t o f t h e m g r a d u a l l y j o i n e d t h e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s '
Union.

HOFFMAN: What was causing that gradual move into the Photo
engravers' Union?

V O L Z : W o o d e n g r a v i n g w a s d i s a p p e a r i n g . P h o t o e n g r a v i n g
was tak ing i t s p lace . Wood eng rav ing , a f te r. . . .
I wou ld say by ear ly in 1900 wood engrav ing had
prac t i ca l l y d i sappeared .

HOFFMAN: Well, now, why were you. . . . Well
I want to ask you what 's a branch
said you were a branch finisher.

, f i r s t o f a l l ,
f i n i s h e r ? Yo u

V O L Z : A n e n g r a v e r . T h e e n g r a v e r s t h e y c a l l f i n i s h e r s .
And a f te rwards I became a p roo fe r who made the
p r o o f s o f t h e w o r k , a n d i n t h e e n d I w a s j u s t a
p r o o f e r. F o r m a n y y e a r s , e v e n w h e n I w o r k e d i n

C i n c i n n a t i , I w o r k e d a t d i f f e r e n t b r a n c h e s . I n t h o s e d a y s
they weren't as part icular about moving from branch to branch
a s t h e y b e c a m e l a t e r . W h e n I l e f t C i n c i n n a t i I l e f t a s a n
e n g r a v e r a n d a p r o o f e r. I w o r k e d i n C l e v e l a n d f o r a w h i l e
and I worked in Buffalo for a while and I worked in St. Paul
f o r a b o u t a m o n t h , I d i d n ' t l i k e i t o u t t h e r e , a n d t h e n I
came to New York.

HOFFMAN: How did you happen to come to New York?

VOLZ O p p o r t u n i t y. When I l os t my f i r s t j ob i n C inc in
na t i , i t was because o f be ing a shop cha i rman . I
was too ac t i ve , I guess , and i t was a b less ing in
d i s g u i s e b e c a u s e I w o u l d p o s s i b l y s t i l l b e t h e r e .

In those days if you lost your job for union reasons, you had
to get out o f town. Members o f the un ion were looked upon
much as communists are looked upon today.

HOFFMAN So you came to New York. Was Local
tence at the time when you came?

One in ex is -

VOLZ: Oh, yes . Loca l One was in ex is tence fo r qu i te a few
y e a r s u n d e r t h e Ty p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n . I t h i n k i t
w a s 1 8 9 1 . I t h i n k . [ A p a u s e , r u s t l i n g o f p a p e r s ]
The In ternat iona l Un ion was a lmost fo rmed in New

York because most of the work was being done there, same as
today. As far back as 1891. . . .



VOLZ - 4

HOFFMAN: Local One was started?

V O L Z : W e l l , i n f a c t , t h e f i r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e f i r s t
engravers was back in 1886. That 's about the same
t ime as the L i thographers1 Union began, too. Some
t i m e i n t h e ' 8 0 s , a n y w a y . T h e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s '

Unions passed out o f ex is tence once or tw ice, but the L i tho
graphers kept in cont inuance.

HOFFMAN: Al l r ight . And Local One had withdrawn from the. .

V O L Z : I n 1 8 9 9 t h e N e w Yo r k u n i o n w e n t o n s t r i k e b u t g o t
n o s u p p o r t f r o m t h e Ty p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n , s o t h e y
w i thd rew. And a number o f o the r sma l l l oca l s a l so
w i t h d r e w . I n 1 9 0 0 t h e N e w Yo r k g r o u p c a l l e d a

mee t ing i n Oc tobe r and they fo rmed the In te rna t i ona l Pho to
e n g r a v e r s ' U n i o n , a n d t h e f i r s t c o n v e n t i o n w a s h e l d t h e
fo l l ow ing mon th i n Ph i l ade lph ia .

HOFFMAN: Right. How large was Local One when you got there
in 1906 or so?

V O L Z : I w o u l d n ' t k n o w t h a t .

HOFFMAN: Wel l , I don' t mean exact ly, but you know, approxi
m a t e l y.

V O L Z : W e l l , I g o t t o N e w Y o r k i n 1 9 0 6 , s o I r e a l l y
wouldn't know what the size of the membership was.
I t was fa i r l y good s i ze . I wou ld say maybe 1 ,000 ,
maybe 1 ,200.

HOFFMAN: Oh, very big.

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: And what was your f irst activi ty in Local One?

V O L Z : W e l l , I w a s n ' t t o o m u c h i n t e r e s t e d i n w h a t I d i d
d o . S h o r t l y a f t e r c o m i n g . . . l i k e e v e r y o n e e l s e ,
I h a d a d i f f i c u l t t i m e l o c a t i n g h e r e . I w a s f r o m
out o f town. And f ina l ly they gave me a job, which

t w o o r t h r e e o f t h e b o y s f e l l d o w n o n , i n p r o o f r e a d i n g , a
d i f f i cu l t j ob , and I happened t o make ou t w i t h i t and I was
accepted.

R e a l l y m y f i r s t a c t i v i t y w a s I f o r m e d a s o - c a l l e d
"boos te r c lub " and we made v i s i t s . We made f i ve -day v i s i t s .
T h e f i r s t o n e w a s o u t t o D e t r o i t . W e w e n t f r o m h e r e t o
B u f f a l o , f r o m B u f f a l o t o N i a g a r a F a l l s , N i a g a r a F a l l s a c r o s s
the Lake to Detroi t where there was a convention of Photoen
gravers being held, and we came back the same way. But for
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the ent i re t r ip, f rom Fr iday morning to Tuesday morning, was
$31 .50. [ laughter]

HOFFMAN: You went by train?

VOLZ : By t r a i n and by boa t , bu t t ha t i nc l uded s l eepe rs on
t h e t r a i n . S o m e o f t h e m e n b r o u g h t t h e i r w i v e s
a l o n g . W e w e r e j o i n e d i n t h a t b y m e m b e r s f r o m
P h i l a d e l p h i a a n d f r o m N e w a r k a n d f r o m d i f f e r e n t
surroundi ng citi es .

HOFFMAN: So these were tr ips to go to the conventions, and
not • • • •

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e y w e r e s o - c a l l e d " b o o s t e r t r i p s " t o b o o s t
t h e u n i o n , a n d w e m a d e t h e t r i p s j u s t t o k e e p
p e o p l e ' s i n t e r e s t .

HOFFMAN: So did you do any organizational activity along the
way, o r do you mean to keep your members in te r
ested^

V O L Z : W e l l , w e t r i e d t o d o t h a t , o f c o u r s e . W e b u i l t u p
great ly on f ra terna l ism, tha t i f your members know
e a c h o t h e r , i f t h e y k n o w t h e i r f a m i l i e s , t h e y ' l l
s t i c k t o g e t h e r m o r e t h a n i f t h e y j u s t d o n ' t k n o w.

O f c o u r s e t h a t ' s a l l p a s s e d a w a y, u n f o r t u n a t e l y. T h e b o y s
used to come down and pay me twenty-five cents a week to get
up to the i r th i r t y -one do l la rs be fo re the year was over. No ,
fifty cents a week, so when the year was over they. . . .

HOFFMAN: They would have the money to go on this vacation.

VOLZ: We made t r i ps up to Bos ton and to Prov idence , and
we made trips up to Albany.

HOFFMAN: Well, it sounds like you had a lot of fun.

V O L Z : I w a s t h a t k i n d o f a b o y. ( l a u g h t e r ) O f c o u r s e m y
l i t t l e e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t r a v e l i n g h e l p e d m e , a n d I
got in touch with railroad men and they helped me.
W e h a d o u r o w n t r a i n g o i n g f r o m N e w Yo r k t o

B u f f a l o , f o r i n s t a n c e , a c h a r t e r e d t r a i n , a n d t h e s a m e w a y
coming back from Buffalo to New York, back on the chartered
t ra in . Th i s m igh t i n te res t you . We even had a baggage ca r
where we had a keg of beer on tap. ( laughter) We'd drink in
those days!

H O F F M A N : W e l l , i t r e a l l y d o e s s o u n d l i k e y o u h a d a g o o d
t i m e .
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V O L Z : T h e f i r s t o f f i c e I h e l d w a s i n 1 9 11 . I w a s e l e c t e d
to the execut ive board o f the New York un ion , and
i n 1 9 1 2 I w a s e l e c t e d f i r s t v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .

I n o t i c e t h a t i n t h a t s a m e y e a r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A l l i ed P r i n t i ng Trades Assoc ia t i on was es tab l i shed .

Around that t ime, yes.

Ye s . W e r e t h e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s p a r t o f t h a t b e g i n
ni ng?

Oh, yes . We were r igh t in tha t f rom the beg inn ing.

And was it very active in New York City?

O h , y e s . T h e y h a d a p a i d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n N e w
Yo r k C i t y, t h e A l l i e d P r i n t i n g Tr a d e s C o u n c i l .

I wonder i f you could descr ibe something about how
t h e f , i v e m e m b e r p r i n t i n g c r a f t s w e r e a b l e t o g e t
a long 'w i t h one ano the r i n New Yo rk C i t y. D id t hey
do pretty wel1?

V O L Z : T h e y d i d f a i r l y g o o d , y e s . T h e y c o o p e r a t e d v e r y
n i c e . I n f a c t t h a t w a s t r u e a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y,
t h e c o o p e r a t i o n w a s w h a t y o u m i g h t s a y e x c e l l e n t
everywhere.

H O F F M A N : B u t y o u a l w a y s t h i n k o f t h e p r i n t i n g t r a d e s a s
h a v i n g s o m u c h t r o u b l e w i t h j u r i s d i c t i o n a l d i s
putes .

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e r e w a s t h a t q u e s t i o n . O f c o u r s e t h e r e w a s
t h a t q u e s t i o n b e t w e e n t h e L i t h o g r a p h e r s a n d t h e
Pho toeng rave rs f o r a wh i l e , and ye t we go t a l ong
al l r ight . We met and ta lked over our problems and

t r i e d t o s e t t l e t h e m , b u t t h e r e w a s a l w a y s t h e h i t c h ,
( laugh te r ) The ques t ion was wou ld the L i thographers jo in the
Ph o to e n g ra ve rs o r w o u l d t h e Ph o to e n g ra ve rs j o i n t h e L i t h o
graphers?
HOFFMAN: Wel l I would be very much in terested in your ta lk

ing to me some about Matt Woll because, of course,
h e w a s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n y o u r u n i o n , b u t h e w a s
also very impor tant in the AFL.

V O L Z : H e w a s v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e A F L f o r m a n y, m a n y
yea rs .

HOFFMAN: Yes. Could you describe him, what sort of a person
he was?
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V O L Z : W e l l , s h o u l d I s a y w o n d e r f u l , ( l a u g h t e r ) v e r y a b l e ,
and he went to school at night. He was admitted to
the bar in Chicago, but he never pract iced law. He
w e n t t o s c h o o l a t n i g h t t o g e t t h e e d u c a t i o n a n d

expe r i ence . O f cou rse he was p res iden t o f t he I n te rna t i ona l
Un ion fo r about twenty years , I th ink .

HOFFMAN: I 'm surpr ised. I thought he had been pres ident o f
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n u n t i l h i s d e a t h .

V O L Z : O h , n o , I s u c c e e d e d h i m i n 1 9 2 9 . I w a s p r e s i d e n t
o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n f r o m 1 9 2 9 u n t i l 1 9 5 4
when I r e t i r ed .

Why did he ret i re as president?

Well, while he was president he organized the Union
Labor Life Insurance Company.

Yes.

A n d h e b e c a m e p r e s i d e n t o f t h a t . A n d j u s t p r i o r
t o m y b e c o m i n g p r e s i d e n t , h e b e c a m e t h e a c t i v e
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i o n L a b o r L i f e I n s u r a n c e
Company, and he devoted his time to that.

HOFFMAN: Now did your members feel that he should resign, or
d id he dec ide to res ign h imsel f?

V O L Z : H e j u s t r e s i g n e d b e c a u s e o f h a v i n g t h i s o t h e r
acti vi ty.

H O F F M A N : We l l , I k n o w t h a t p r i o r t o t h a t , J o h n n y M i t c h e l l
w a s f o r c e d t o r e s i g n a s p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d
Mine Workers' because. . . .

V O L Z : O h , t h e r e w a s n e v e r a n y f o r c i n g h e r e , o h , n o . M a t t
became interested in the Union Labor Li fe Insurance
Company and cont inued as president, most l ikely.

HOFFMAN: Why couldn't he do both?

VOLZ : We l l , t he re was t oo much t o do , I guess , i n bo th o f
t h e m ; t o d o t h e m w e l l . . . .

H O F F M A N : I s e e . I ' m j u s t t r y i n g t o . . . .

VOLZ: He was bo rn i n Luxembourg .

HOFFMAN: How old was he when he came to this country?

V O L Z : I w o u l d n ' t k n o w h o w o l d . Q u i t e y o u n g I k n o w, b u t
how old, I wouldn' t know.
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HOFFMAN: Just a young boy.

V O L Z : J u s t a y o u n g b o y .

HOFFMAN: Did he have a similar background to your own as far
as photoengraving is concerned?

V O L Z : I d o n ' t t h i n k h e s t a r t e d i n w o o d e n g r a v i n g . I
g u e s s h e w a s s t a r t e d a t a l a t e r d a t e . H e s t a r t e d
a t pho toengrav ing .

HOFFMAN: In Chicago?

V O L Z : I n C h i c a g o , y e s .

H O F F M A N : W e l l , I w o n d e r i f y o u c o u l d j u s t t h i n k o f s o m e
s t o r y a b o u t y o u r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i m t h a t w o u l d
i l lus t ra te someth ing of the k ind of person he was.

V O L Z : I d o n ' t k n o w i f t h e r e w a s a n y t h i n g o u t s t a n d i n g . W e
g o t a l o n g v e r y g o o d t o g e t h e r. I w a s e l e c t e d f i r s t
v i c e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n i n 1 9 2 2
at the Ch icago Convent ion . I wasn ' t p resent a t the

t i m e . I w a s n ' t i n a t t e n d a n c e , b u t I w a s e l e c t e d . H e a n d I
a lways got a long very f ine .

HOFFMAN: Was he a good speaker?

V O L Z : A w o n d e r f u l s p e a k e r. E v e r y o n e m a r v e l l e d a t t h e w a y
he cou ld speak spon taneous . Tha t was one o f h i s
o u t s t a n d i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

HOFFMAN: Well, I know that there was some talk that he might
b e c o m e t h e p r e s i d e n t o f t h e A F L a f t e r G o m p e r s '
death.

V O L Z : T h e r e w a s s o m e t h o u g h t s o f i t , b u t c o m i n g f r o m a
smal l o rgan iza t ion [Wol l ] and Green coming f rom a
la rger o rgan iza t ion , the M iners were se lec ted .

Did he ever talk to you about that?

About h is ambi t ions?

Yes.

W e l l , n o , n o t d i r e c t l y t h a t I c a n r e c a l l , b u t I
know that he hoped that he might get the honor.

Did you have occasion to meet Samuel Gompers while
you were act ive in your early days?

Oh, yes, I knew Samuel Gompers very well.

HOFFMAN
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HOFFMAN: You know, Mr. Volz, I think i f you could put on the
t a p e s o m e o f y o u r m e m o r i e s i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h
these men, because what we have now for the younger
generat ion coming along is [ that] we know of course

when and where they were born and what they d id and the i r
act iv i t ies, but we don' t know very much about them as human
b e i n g s . Y o u k n o w w h a t I m e a n ? I t ' s h a r d t o . . . . F o r
example, I think so often about Samuel Gompers and his statue
down in Washington, but. . . .

He's buried up here in New York, a ways up here.

Is he?

Yes.

I d i d n ' t k n o w t h a t .

I w a s a t h i s f u n e r a l . H e w a s a c i g a r m a k e r, y o u
know.

Yes, I know he was tha t , bu t what k ind o f a re la
t ionship did you have with him?

We l l , no t t oo c l ose . I knew h im and he knew me ,
knew my name, knew who I was and what I represented
a n d a l l ; s o c i a l l y, n o t t o o c l o s e .

VOLZ:

HOFFMAN
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HOFFMAN

VOLZ:

HOFFMAN
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HOFFMAN: Uh-hm. Well , what sort of a man was he? I mean
could you describe what kind of a person he was?

VOLZ : He was , acco rd i ng t o who he was speak ing t o , a r r o
g a n t a t t i m e s ( l a u g h t e r ) , a n d h e c o u l d b e v e r y
p leasan t a t t imes .

HOFFMAN: Was he ever arrogant with you? ( laughter)

V O L Z : O h , n o ! N e v e r h a r d l y t h a t c l o s e w i t h h i m , b e c a u s e
we never had any di fferences or anything.*

H O F F M A N : D i d M a t t Wo l l t e l l y o u a n y s t o r i e s a b o u t h i m o r
abou t h i s re la t i onsh ip w i th h im?

V O L Z : N o , n o t t h a t I c a n r e c a l l . W e s p o k e o f m a n y
t h i n g s , I g u e s s , b u t I d o n ' t r e c a l l a n y t h i n g
o u t s t a n d i n g .

HOFFMAN: We l l , I know tha t t he re was a l o t o f c r i t i c i sm i n
the labor movement o f Mat t Wol l ' s invo lvement w i th
the Un ion Labor L i fe [ Insurance ] .

V O L Z : F o r a w h i l e t h e r e w a s . A n d y e t t h e u n i o n s p r a c t i
c a l l y m a d e , s u p p o r t e d , r e a l l y b r o u g h t t h e U n i o n
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L a b o r L i f e I n s u r a n c e C o m p a n y i n t o e x i s t e n c e a n d
g a v e i t i t s f o u n d a t i o n .

H O F F M A N : We l l , p a r t i c u l a r l y, I t h i n k , t h e c r i t i c i s m g r e w o u t
o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e s o c i a l i n s u r a n c e f i e l d
because i t was fe l t t ha t s ince he had th i s i n te res t
i n t h i s p r i v a t e c o m p a n y t h a t h e m i g h t n o t b e i n
terested in government insurance.

V O L Z : I d o n ' t r e c a l l h i m e v e r m e n t i o n i n g a n y t h i n g l i k e
tha t . He was a t ho rough un ion man . A lways l i ked ,
t h a t I ' l l s a y, a n d h i s t h o u g h t s a n d h i s a m b i t i o n s ,
every th ing was fo r the bene f i t o f the un ions .

HOFFMAN: H is own persona l in te res ts in th is company wou ld
have been second you th ink to what was of benef i t
to the labor movement?

V O L Z : O h , y e s , h e w a s a l w a y s . . . h i s f i r s t t h o u g h t s w e r e
union, the organizat ion o f un ion men.

HOFFMAN: How dfd he get to be that way do you suppose?

V O L Z : I d o n ' t k n o w . I g u e s s i t ' s j u s t b o r n i n s o m e o f
u s . ( l a u g h t e r )

HOFFMAN: How d id you get to be that way yourse l f w i th not
coming out of a trade union background?

V O L Z : I j o i n e d t h e u n i o n a n d b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d , I g u e s s .

HOFFMAN: I t was much more o f a f ra terna l organ izat ion then
t h a n i t i s n o w, w a s n ' t i t ?

V O L Z : I t w a s . A n d o f c o u r s e a s I s a i d b e f o r e , u n i o n m e n
weren ' t r ega rded ve ry h i gh l y as a ru l e . They we re
much the same as a communist is regarded today.

H O F F M A N : S o t h a t c a u s e d t h e m t o s t i c k t o g e t h e r , d o y o u
t h i n k ?

V O L Z : To s o m e e x t e n t . O f c o u r s e t h e m e e t i n g s o f t e n h a d
to be pr ivate because i f i t became known you were
attending a union meeting you were sort of put on a
b l a c k l i s t .

HOFFMAN: We l l one th ing tha t i n te res ts me i s these va r ious
j o b c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s t h a t y o u l i s t e d h e r e i n t h e
b o o k o f s c a l e w a g e s f o r p h o t o e n g r a v e r s , e t c h e r s ,
engravers , BD ar t i s ts . I don ' t know, what i s a BD?

V O L Z : B e n D a y . I t w a s a B e n D a y a r t i s t . I t w a s a
s p e c i a l c l a s s o f a r t i s t r y. I t w a s m o s t l y o n f i l m .
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HOFFMAN: How do you spell bendey?

V O L Z : B - E - N D - A - Y .

HOFFMAN: I see, and it was a chemical process?

V O L Z : W e l l , n o , n o t c h e m i c a l , i t w a s a l l h a n d w o r k . I t
w a s t h e f i r s t a g r e e m e n t I w a s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h . I n
a three or four year agreement where we had sliding
sca les for d i f fe rent branches we got them a l l under
one minimum scale.

HOFFMAN: Uh-hm, I see that.

V O L Z : A n d w e r a i s e d . . . s o m e o f t h e g r o u p s w e r e r a i s e d
f r o m f i f t e e n t o t w e n t y - s e v e n d o l l a r s i n a t h r e e o r
fou r yea r pe r i od .

HOFFMAN: Right , you sort of s tar ted wi th a minimum scale of
twen ty -seven do l la rs?

V O L Z : T w e n t y - s e v e n d o l l a r s . T h a t w a s f o r t h e s o - c a l l e d
h i g h e r b r a n c h e s a t t h a t t i m e . A n d o f c o u r s e t h e y
ranged down f rom that to e ighteen dol lars . And one
branch was as low as f i f teen do l la rs .

HOFFMAN: Now you said in here. . . wel l , what does a nega
t i v e s t r i p p e r d o ? Yo u t a l k e d a b o u t t h e f a c t t h a t
there was a b ig change in the i r. . . .

V O L Z : W e l l , i n t h e b e g i n n i n g w h e n t h e y w e r e g e t t i n g f i f
t e e n d o l l a r s , a l l a n e g a t i v e s t r i p p e r d i d w a s t o
reverse the negat ive, because i t had to be reversed
so that when the pr int was made i t was back to i ts
or ig ina l .

HOFFMAN: Right. How did they do that?

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e f i l m ( i t w a s a w e t p l a t e p h o t o g r a p h y ) ,
and the f i lm you cou ld ra ise o ff the g lass and turn
i t a r o u n d .

HOFFMAN: I see.

V O L Z : B u t a f t e r w a r d s i t b e c a m e v e r y s k i l l e d b e c a u s e t h e y
w o u l d p u t t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f a n e g a t i v e
a n d p a t c h t h e m t o g e t h e r s o t h a t y o u c o u l d n ' t s e e
where they were patched or anything.

HOFFMAN: I see. Did the same people who had done the job
when i t was an unski l led job. . . ?

V O L Z : M o s t l y . T h e y g r a d u a l l y d e v e l o p e d i n t o i t , y e s .
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H O F F M A N : T h a t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g . W e l l , I t h i n k i t w o u l d b e i n
t e r e s t i n g i f y o u j u s t c o u l d d e s c r i b e t h e s e v a r i o u s
jobs. What about b lockers? What d id they do?

Routers and blockers, they were.

Rou te rs and b locke rs , r i gh t .

I guess they were separate in the beginning.

T h e y ' r e l i s t e d s e p a r a t e l y.

They were separate, yes, but afterwards they became
one, rou ters and b lockers .

What does that refer to?

W e l l , a n e g a t i v e i s m a d e f i r s t , a n d a p r i n t o n
m e t a l , a n d t h a t ' s e t c h e d , a n d c e r t a i n l a r g e p a r t s
h a d t o b e t a k e n a w a y e n t i r e l y . T h a t ' s w h a t t h e
r o u t e r d i d w i t h a m a c h i n e , a r o u t i n g m a c h i n e . I t

revo lved a t t he speed o f abou t 18 ,000 revo lu t i ons a m inu te ,
a n d t h a t w o u l d r o u t a w a y t h e m e t a l , t h e m e t a l t h a t w a s n ' t
wan ted , tha t wasn ' t to be p r in ted .

HOFFMAN: I see. So that was not a very h igh ly sk i l led job.

V O L Z : I t w a s s k i l l e d , y e s . I n f a c t , w e c o n t e n d e d t h a t
a l l o f t h e m w e r e e q u a l l y s k i l l e d t o g e t a p e r f e c t
j o b i n t h e e n d , a p e r f e c t f i n i s h j o b . O n t h a t
basis we asked that all be given one minimum wage.

I see, okay, and then any other increases would be
based on i ncen t i ves o r add i t i ona l s k i l l s?

Yes. In the ear ly days most men got over the scale
b e c a u s e o f t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r s k i l l .

And what did a proofer do?

A p r o o f e r m a d e t h e p r i n t s w h e n t h e p l a t e w a s
fi ni shed .

He made thef i rs t p r in t?

He made the print to show the buyer what. . . .

W h a t i t w o u l d b e . H e w o u l d p u l l t h e f i r s t p r i n t .

T h a t ' s r i g h t , t h e f i r s t p r i n t . W e c a l l t h e m
proofs .

HOFFMAN
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H O F F M A N : W h y w a s t h a t m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o d o t h a n j u s t t h e
subsequen t p r i n t i ng o f t hem in i t se l f ?

V O L Z : W e l l t h e p r o o f i n g i n t h o s e d a y s w a s a l l b y h a n d ,
and p r i n t i ng o f cou rse was mach ine work . A p r i n t
i n g p r e s s i s . . . .

HOFFMAN: I see. So what you did was you laid the paper on
i t and you d id jus t one copy in o rder to show the
customer.

V O L Z : M a y b e w e w o u l d m a k e t w o o r t h r e e p r o o f s o f i t t o
s h o w t h e c u s t o m e r . A n d a p r o o f t o g o w i t h t h e
b i l l . ( 1 a u g h t e r )

HOFFMAN: Did that mean that you had to read i t or check i t
fo r accuracy to make sure i t was r igh t be fore you.
. . ?

V O L Z : O h , n o , j u s t t o s h o w t h e c u s t o m e r w h a t h e w a s
g e t t i n g .

HOFFMAN: What k inds of commercial photoengraving were typi
cal then? There was a lot of newspaper work, wasn't
there?

V O L Z : F o r a w h i l e , n e w s p a p e r w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l w o r k , b u t
g r a d u a l l y i t g o t i n t o m a g a z i n e s . O f c o u r s e a f t e r
wards the magazine became the big volume of work.
Of course what caused photoengraving to decline was

t h e c o m i n g o f t e l e v i s i o n a n d r a d i o . A l l t h e a d v e r t i s i n g d o l
l a r s g o i n g i n t o [ T V a n d r a d i o ] . . . a t o n e t i m e a l l t h e
a d v e r t i s i n g d o l l a r s w e n t i n t o p r i n t i n g .

HOFFMAN: And i sn ' t t he re some dec l i ne t oo because o f t he
f a c t t h a t m o r e a n d m o r e w a s d o n e b y l i t h o g r a p h y
rather than photoengrav ing?

V O L Z : W e l l , i n m y e a r l y d a y s l i t h o g r a p h y w a s i n e x i s
tence, bu t l i thography was on s tone in those days ,
a n d i t w a s . . . .

HOFFMAN: Cumbersome.

V O L Z : C u m b e r s o m e , r o u n d a b o u t w a y. A n d u n t i l t h e y g o t t o
w h a t t h e y n o w c a l l o f f s e t o n m e t a l , t h e s a m e a s
photoengraving, they didn't make much headway.

HOFFMAN: What metal did you use in the early days?

V O L Z : P a r t o f t h e w o r k w a s d o n e o n c o p p e r , s o - c a l l e d
hal f - tone work, and the l ine work was on z inc. And



HOFFMAN

VOLZ:

HOFFMAN

VOLZ:

VOLZ - 14

o f c o u r s e i n t h e e a r l y d a y s t h e e t c h i n g w a s a l l
done in an open tub. You'd drop the tub and brush

i t w i t h n i t r i c a c i d . A n d w i t h d r a g o n ' s b l o o d t h e y h a d t o
pro tec t some o f the . . . .

HOFFMAN: What's dragon's blood?

V O L Z : W e l l , a l l I c a n t e l l y o u a b o u t d r a g o n ' s b l o o d i s
t h a t i t w a s a r e d p o w d e r , a n d i t ' d b e p u t o n a
p l a t e a n d t h e n b u r n e d i n t o p r o t e c t c e r t a i n p a r t s
o f i t f rom e tch ing away.

I see . Now you made an e f fo r t to se t p r i ces fo r a
commerc ia l es tab l i shment . . . .

For a whi le , yes.

And that was unsuccessful?

I t w a s v e r y s u c c e s s f u l f o r t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s
unt i l , the leg is la tu re a t A lbany passed laws to s top
i t .

HOFFMAN: Right.

V O L Z : O f c o u r s e w h a t o n e j u d g e d i d , I f o r g e t h i s n a m e
n o w , b u t h e u p h e l d i t f o r a f e w y e a r s . H e s a i d
photoengraving was an ar t or a process, i t wasn' t a
manufacture .

H O F F M A N : A n d t h a t y o u h a d t h e r i g h t t o s e t t h e p r i c e s
because i t i nvo l ved you r l abo r.

V O L Z : W h e r e t h e e m p l o y e r s s e t a p r i c e , t h e y h a d d i f f i
c u l t y i n e n f o r c i n g i t ; t h e u n i o n s e t a p r i c e , a n d
we were more successful in having i t observed.

H O F F M A N : Ye s . N o w w h e n a l l t h i s e f f o r t t h a t y o u w e n t
t h r o u g h t o t r y t o f i g h t t h i s l a w i n A l b a n y. . . .

V O L Z : F o r t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s . . . .

HOFFMAN: Yes, did you have backing from the New York State
Federat ion of Labor?

V O L Z : I n a w a y w e d i d , b u t w e d i d m o s t o f i t o u r s e l v e s .

HOFFMAN: Was Mr. Meany in the New York State Federation of
Labor a t that t ime?

V O L Z : I d o n ' t t h i n k s o . I t h i n k M e a n y c a m e i n l a t e r . I
was one of Meany's supporters when he f i rst ran for



VOLZ - 15

secre tary aga ins t Frank. . . . What was h is name?
H e w a s s e c r e t a r y o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n f o r s o m a n y
years under Gompers.

HOFFMAN: Morrison?

V O L Z : M o r r i s o n , y e s , a n d w h e n M e a n y f i r s t r a n f o r s e c r e
t a r y / t r e a s u r e r, y o u k n o w, I w a s o n e o f h i s s e c o n
d e r s . N o t t h a t I h a d a n y t h i n g a g a i n s t M o r r i s o n ,
because Morr ison was get t ing o ld and was th ink ing
o f r e t i r i n g a n y w a y.

HOFFMAN: I see.

V O L Z : I m e t M o r r i s o n . I k n e w M o r r i s o n v e r y w e l l a n d I
1i ked him very much .

HOFFMAN: Wel l , when d id you at tend your f i rs t convent ion of
the AF of L?

V O L Z : I a t t e n d e d s o m e ; n o t a s a d e l e g a t e . I s t a r t e d
a t t e n d i n g a s d e l e g a t e w h e n I b e c a m e p r e s i d e n t .
That was in 19. . . .

HOFFMAN: In 1929.

V O L Z : I n 1 9 2 9 . O f c o u r s e , 1 9 3 0 , r e a l l y .

H O F F M A N : We l l , y o u m u s t h a v e b e e n t h e r e t h r o u g h a l l t h e
d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t t h e C o m m i t t e e f o r I n d u s t r i a l
Organi zati ons.

V O L Z : O h , y e s , I w e n t t h r o u g h a l l t h a t .

HOFFMAN: How did you feel about that?

V O L Z : W e l l o f c o u r s e I a l w a y s f e l t t h a t t h e y s h o u l d h a v e
never s tar ted the CIO. They shou ld have s tayed in
o n e o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d f o u g h t o u t t h e i r - b a t t l e s .
Whatever bat t le they had, to f igh t them out there .

HOFFMAN: Why did you think that they withdrew?

V O L Z : W h y d i d t h e y w i t h d r a w ?

HOFFMAN: Yes.

V O L Z : T h e C I O w a s m o r e o f a n i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n ,
where the AFL of L was most ly craf t unions, l imi ted
to one craf t , see?

HOFFMAN: Yes, but the Miners were in the AF of L and they
w e r e a n i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n .
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V O L Z : T h e y w e r e a n i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , y e s . O f
c o u r s e s o m e o f t h e m i n e r s . . . . J o h n L e w i s , y o u
know, was one of the formers of the CIO; he wanted
to ge t ou t .

H O F F M A N : R i g h t , r i g h t . W e r e y o u t h e r e a t t h a t f a m o u s
conventi on?

V O L Z : O h , y e s .

HOFFMAN: When he and Bill Hutcheson fought with one another?

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: Did you see the fight?

V O L Z : I d i d .

HOFFMAN: Would you describe it?

V O L Z : W e l l 5 / i t w a s n ' t t o o m u c h o f a f i g h t , b u t i t w a s
m o r e v e r b a l t h a n p h y s i c a l , ( l a u g h t e r )

HOFFMAN: Oh, really.

V O L Z : Y e s .

H O F F M A N : B e c a u s e I ' v e h e a r d J o h n L . L e w i s s a y t h a t h e
knocked Bil l Hutcheson down.

V O L Z : O h , w e l l , h e p u s h e d h i m a n d I g u e s s h e l o s t h i s
b a l a n c e , b u t t h e r e w a s n o i n j u r y d o n e t o a n y o f
them.

HOFFMAN: ( l augh te r ) We l l , I ' ve heard o the r peop le say tha t ,
t o o .

V O L Z : O f c o u r s e L e w i s w a s v e r y a r r o g a n t , i f I m i g h t u s e
t h a t e x p r e s s i o n . A n d h i s b a c k e r s w e r e a l l p l a c e d
when Lew is came in to t he conven t i on . H i s backe rs
would a l l s tand up and app laud and they wou ld t ry

t o g e t t h e c o n v e n t i o n t o s t a n d u p a n d a p p l a u d J o h n L e w i s
c o m i n g i n . ( l a u g h t e r ) A r e y o u g e t t i n g a l l t h i s o n t a p e ?

HOFFMAN: Yes. Wel l , John Lewis is gone, and the Miners for
a Democracy now have gotten their union back.

V O L Z : P e r s o n a l l y, J o h n w a s a l l r i g h t , t o o . J o h n h a d m a n y
good t ra i ts , and he d id for the Miners a remarkable
job, but he took advantage of the Wagner Act to do
i t .
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H O F F M A N : Ye s . W e l l , I k n o w l o t s o f p e o p l e t h a t h a v e f e l t
that he was sort of an ego maniac.

V O L Z : A s I s a y, a r r o g a n t a n d v e r y e g o . . . .

H O F F M A N : R i g h t . We l l , l e t ' s g e t b a c k t o t h e s t r i k e o f 1 9 2 2
i n N e w Yo r k . W a s t h a t r e a l l y a s t r i k e o r a l o c k
out?

V O L Z : O h , t h a t w a s a l o c k o u t ; n o t o n l y i n N e w Yo r k . I t
w a s a g e n e r a l l o c k o u t . O f c o u r s e t h e s t u f f I s e n t
y o u w a s u n f o r t u n a t e l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d N e w Yo r k
l o c a l a c t i v i t y c o m b i n e d .

HOFFMAN: Right.

VOLZ: Un less you knew what was wha t , I t hough t you m igh t
have a d i f f i cu l t t ime unders tand ing some o f i t .

HOFFMAN: We l l , t h i s was an e f fo r t to es tab l i sh a fo r t y -e igh t
hour tyork week, you said, and the employers engaged
in a coun t r y -w ide l ockou t .

V O L Z : W e h a d a f o r t y - f o u r h o u r w e e k . T h e e m p l o y e r s , t o
g e t b a c k t o t h e f o r t y - e i g h t h o u r w e e k , c a l l e d a
g e n e r a l l o c k o u t .

HOFFMAN: So I imag ine tha t th is was a par t o f the genera l
a t t e m p t o f t h e e m p l o y e r s t o r e t u r n t o p r e - w a r
c o n d i t i o n s .

V O L Z : I t w a s a n a t t e m p t t o g e t b a c k t o t h e f o r t y - e i g h t
hour week.

HOFFMAN: Right.

V O L Z : O f c o u r s e t h a t w a s b e f o r e I w a s p r e s i d e n t . I w a s
p res i den t o f t he l oca l un i on a t t ha t t ime .

HOFFMAN: Now in New York you seem to have had better luck
than you d id in a lo t o f o ther p laces .

V O L Z : Ye s , i t w a s b e t t e r o r g a n i z e d . S o m e o f t h e c i t i e s
never recupera ted unt i l the adopt ion o f the Wagner
A c t , g i v i n g t h e m e n t h e r i g h t t o o r g a n i z e , y o u
know.

HOFFMAN: So they were over twelve years without a union?

V O L Z : Ye s , s o m e o f t h e m .

HOFFMAN: Open shop.
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V O L Z : T h e y h a d u n i o n s , b u t t h e y h a d m o r e d i f f i c u l t y .
There were some unions in a l l the same ci t ies, but
a l o t o f t he shops cou ldn ' t ge t recogn i t i on .

HOFFMAN: Now th is was a genera l s t r i ke wh ich a f fec ted not
on l y t he Pho toeng rave rs , bu t a l l . . . .

V O L Z : P h o t o e n g r a v e r s o n l y .

HOFFMAN: Oh, only the Photoengravers.

V O L Z : O n l y t h e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s .

HOFFMAN: Because it seems to me that there were a number of
s t r i k e s i n t h e p r i n t i n g i n d u s t r y i n 1 9 2 2 .

VOLZ: The re m igh t have been , bu t i t was on l y t he Pho toen
gravers who were locked out that I re fer to .

HOFFMAN: Right . Now was the Al l ied Pr in t ing Trades Counci l
d o i n g , a n y k i n d o f i n t e r - u n i o n b a r g a i n i n g i n N e w
York City?

VOLZ: How do you mean , i n te r?

HOFFMAN: We l l , I mean t ha t t hey a l l sa t down t oge the r t o
bargain with one employer.

V O L Z : O h , n o , e a c h g r o u p b a r g a i n e d f o r i t s e l f .

HOFFMAN: So there was no. . . .

V O L Z : N o u n i v e r s a l b a r g a i n i n g b e t w e e n t h e p r i n t i n g
t r a d e s .

HOFFMAN: No universal bargaining.

V O L Z : N o , e a c h u n i o n . . . .

HOFFMAN: Well there was in Boston, wasn't there?

V O L Z : N o t t h a t I k n o w o f , n o .

HOFFMAN: No? Because I may be mistaken, but I thought that
M r. C o n n o l l y t o l d m e t h a t t h e B o o k b i n d e r s p a r t i c i
p a t e d i n j o i n t b a r g a i n i n g t h r o u g h t h e A l l i e d P r i n t
ing Trades Counci l in Boston.

V O L Z : T h e y m a y h a v e ; I ' m n o t a w a r e o f i t .

HOFFMAN: It wasn't very important in any case.
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V O L Z : N o . I k n o w t h e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s a s a r u l e h a d t o
b a r g a i n f o r t h e m s e l v e s . A n d t h e r e w a s a b i t o f
r i v a l r y o f c o u r s e b e c a u s e e a c h o n e w a s a b i t
jealous of what the other one got.

How did the Photoengravers come out relative to the
typos?

We l l t he Pho toeng rave rs we re a lways a b i t h i ghe r
pa id than the o ther p r in t ing t rade un ions .

Why was that?

Poss ib l y be t t e r o rgan i zed and poss ib l y a b i t mo re
s k i l l e d .

And maybe Matt Woll's law degree helped.

We l l t h a t m i g h t h a v e h e l p e d q u i t e s o m e i n a l l o f
i t .

N o w i n o t i c e t h a t y o u s a i d t h a t t h e r e w a s a n
a t t e m p t t o g e t a g e n e r a l p r i n t i n g t r a d e s u n i o n
about that t ime.

V O L Z : T h e r e w a s t a l k o f i t . T h e y s p o k e o f i t , b u t i t
never got very far.

HOFFMAN: Why not? First of al l , why did you talk about i t?

VOLZ: They wondered i f they maybe could get some benef i ts
o u t o f i t . B u t e a c h g r o u p f e l t t h a t t h e i r o w n
part icular group was more important .

We re yo u i n t e re s te d i n t h i s g e n e ra l p r i n t i n g t r a d e
union?

I attended some of the meetings, yes.

But you weren' t pushing for i t?

No.

Why not?

W e l l , P h o t o e n g r a v e r s a l w a y s t h o u g h t t h e y w e r e
h i g h e r s k i l l e d t h a n t h e o t h e r s a n d a l w a y s g o t a
l i t t l e m o r e m o n e y , ( l a u g h t e r )

HOFFMAN: R igh t , okay.

V O L Z : O f c o u r s e o n e o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g t h i n g s w h i c h I
w o u l d s a y I h e l p e d d o w a s t o b r i n g a b o u t t h e f i v e -
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day week in ' 29 . We were the f i r s t o f t he p r in t i ng
t rade and the f i r s t o f a lmos t any t rade tha t had a
f i ve -day week .

HOFFMAN: Now i t 's in terest ing you obta ined that r ight on the
eve o f the depress ion.

VOLZ : Yes , we made a s i x - yea r ag reemen t t o ge t i t , see .

HOFFMAN: But that was lucky!

VOLZ : I t was t he mos t f o r t una te t h i ng we eve r d i d because
i t c a r r i e d u s t h r o u g h t h e d e p r e s s i o n w i t h o u t a n y
d i f f i c u l t y .

HOFFMAN: Right.

V O L Z : A n d o f c o u r s e w h i l e t h e f i r s t o n e w a s i n N e w Yo r k ,
the same way with reducing the number of branches
and pu t t i ng t ime a l l on one sca le . Wha t New York
d i d , o t h e r c i t i e s , w i t h i n t h e y e a r , f o l l o w e d . T h e y

w e r e s u c c e s s f u l ' i n g e t t i n g i t . A n d t h e s a m e w a y w i t h t h e
f i ve -day week , w i t h i n t he yea r we had i t t h roughou t t he i n
d u s t r y.

HOFFMAN: Would you tell me something about your educational
a c t i v i t i e s i n a p p r e n t i c e s h i p t r a i n i n g i n L o c a l O n e
i n New York?

V O L Z : W e l l , m y a p p r e n t i c e s h i p w a s . . . .

H O F F M A N : N o , I d o n ' t m e a n y o u r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p . I m e a n
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p t r a i n i n g .

V O L Z : W e l l , I w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n g e t t i n g t h e f i r s t . I n
ge t t ing the Board o f Trade, wh ich was the Photoen
grave rs ' emp loye rs and the Board o f Educa t i on , t o
organize c lasses for Photoengravers . That was back
i n 1921 o r ' 22 . I don ' t know, i t was qu i t e a ways
back.

(END OF SIDE 1, TAPE 1)

HOFFMAN: As we l l as your in te res t w i th the Board o f Educa
t i o n i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e s e v o c a t i o n a l s c h o o l s , y o u
a lso were ac t ive w i th the Board o f Hea l th in do ing
what?
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V O L Z : I n g e t t i n g a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s a n i t a r y c o n d i -
t i o n s i n t h e s h o p s a n d a p h y s i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n f o r
any member who volunteered for an examination.

HOFFMAN: To determine whether there were any threats to his
s a f e t y .

V O L Z : I n h i s p a r t i c u l a r b r a n c h t h a t m i g h t h a v e b e e n
r e c t i f i e d , t h a t i t m i g h t b e d e t r i m e n t a l . W e h a d
two o f those examina t ions and each one las ted s ix
months before they got around to al l the shops.

HOFFMAN: What kinds of hazards were there?

V O L Z : W e l l a s I m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e , t h e e t c h e r s , f o r
i n s t a n c e , w o r k e d o v e r a n o p e n t u b o f n i t r i c a c i d ,
e a t i n g a w a y t h e m e t a l . T h e f u m e s w e r e t e r r i f i c .
Then this dragon's blood, the men would be red from

t o p t o b o t t o m . S o m e o f i t w o u l d g e t i n t h e i r t h r o a t s , o f
c o u r s e , a n d i n t h e i r e y e s . D i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . E v e n t h e p h o
t o g r a p h e r s , w i t h t h e c h e m i c a l s t h e y u s e f o r d e v e l o p i n g t h e
negatives, you know.

HOFFMAN: Yes. Were there r isks of danger of being burned by
chemica ls , too?

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e n i t r i c a c i d w o u l d b u r n y o u p r e t t y b a d i f
y o u g o t a n y o f i t o n y o u . O f c o u r s e a f t e r w a r d s i t
was a l l done in mach ines , c losed mach ines . In the
e a r l y d a y s i t w a s a l l d o n e b y h a n d i n a t u b t h a t

was rocked and they had a brush which they brushed over the
p la tes wh i l e i t was e t ch ing .

H O F F M A N : A b o u t h o w m a n y m e n w o u l d t y p i c a l l y w o r k i n a
typ ica l shop?

V O L Z : O h , t h e y r a n g e d q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . S o m e s h o p s w e r e
very small, maybe ten men, and other shops were as
h i g h a s 1 5 0 a t t h e t i m e . I t a l l d e p e n d s .

HOFFMAN: Now the large ones would tend to be newspaper work?

V O L Z : N o , n e w s p a p e r a s a r u l e h a d t h e i r o w n p l a n t . S o m e
n e w s p a p e r s h a d t h e i r w o r k d o n e i n c o m m e r c i a l
p lan ts , bu t mos t newspapers had the i r own p lan ts ,
a s t h e y s t i l l h a v e .

HOFFMAN: Were their own people members of your union?

V O L Z : O h , y e s , t h e p h o t o e n g r a v e r s w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e
un ion , yes .
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H O F F M A N : We l l , t h e r e a s o n I a s k t h a t i s b e c a u s e I n o t i c e d
t h a t i n o n e o f t h e t h i n g s I w a s r e a d i n g t h a t y o u
s e t a r a t i o o f o n e t o f o u r f o r t r a i n i n g a p p r e n
t i c e s , b u t f e w e r . . . .

V O L Z : A n d t h e n t w o t o s e v e n f o r a w h i l e .

HOFFMAN: Right, but fewer in newspapers. And I wondered why
fewer in newspapers?

V O L Z : B e c a u s e w e f i g u r e d t h e y h a d l e s s o p p o r t u n i t y i n
b e c o m i n g s k i l l e d w o r k e r s . I n a n e w s p a p e r e v e r y
t h i n g h a d t o b e d o n e s o f a s t , a n d i t ' s h a r d t o
give a boy a chance because the copy came in and
within an hour or two i t had to be on the press.

HOFFMAN: I see.

V O L Z : T h e a p p r e n t i c e h a r d l y h a d a n y o p p o r t u n i t y . F o r a
w h i l e n e w s p a p e r s d i d w o r k o u t s i d e t h e i r o w n . We
s t o p p e d t h a t b e c a u s e w e f e l t t h a t i t w a s d e t r i
mental to the industry as a whole.

H O F F M A N : W e l l , I t h o u g h t w e m i g h t t a l k a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t
some o f your ac t i v i t i es w i th the AF o f L . Now you
a t t e n d e d y o u r f i r s t c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e A F o f L i n
19. . . ?

V O L Z : I w a s t h e r e a s a d e l e g a t e i n 1 9 3 0 .

HOFFMAN: So Bil l Green was president then. . . .

V O L Z : A n d M o r r i s o n w a s s e c r e t a r y . I , f o r m o s t o f m y
years in the AF of L , was secretary of the commit
tee on law.

HOFFMAN: On law.

V O L Z : U n d e r D a n To b i n . H e w a s c h a i r m a n o f t h a t c o m
mittee .

HOFFMAN: Right . And what k inds of th ings d id th is commit tee
c o n c e r n i t s e l f w i t h ?

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e o n l y l a w i t w a s c o n c e r n e d w i t h w a s t h e
law of the American Federat ion of Labor.

HOFFMAN: Right. So i t was a rules committee?

V O L Z : R e a l l y a r u l e s c o m m i t t e e ; t h e y c a l l e d i t a c o m
mit tee on law.

HOFFMAN: But i t made rules for the convention.
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VOLZ : Anybody t ha t pu t any amendmen t t o t he cons t i t u t i on ,
we passed on it.

So i t was a pret ty important commit tee.

We l l , no t as impor tan t as i t m igh t sound . A com
mittee on law may mean many things outside of the
A F L a c t i v i t i e s , b u t t h e o n l y a c t i v i t y w a s t h e c o n
s t i t u t i o n o f t h e AF o f L .

R i g h t , b u t y o u w e r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o e i t h e r g e t
th ings on the conven t ion f l oo r o r no t .

A n y r e s o l u t i o n t h a t w a s p u t i n i n r e g a r d t o a n
amendment of the law had to go to this committee*

R i g h t .

And they ei ther approved or disapproved and sent i t
to the convent ion .

R igh t . So i t seems to me tha t i f you wan t to d i s
c u s s s o m e t h i n g i n t h e c o n v e n t i o n , i t w a s a p r e t t y
impor tant commit tee.

V O L Z : W h a t e v e r a m e n d m e n t s w e r e b r o u g h t u p , o f c o u r s e ,
were d iscussed on the f loor of the convent ion, yes.

HOFFMAN: Right.

V O L Z : A n d t h e c o m m i t t e e h a d t o m o r e o r l e s s j u s t i f y t h e
fi ndi ngs .

HOFFMAN: I don' t p ic ture Dan Tobin s i t t ing on the commit tee.

V O L Z : We l l D a n To b i n w a s s u p p o s e d t o m a k e t h e r e p o r t t o
t h e c o n v e n t i o n , b u t a s a r u l e I h a d t o m a k e t h e
r e p o r t . ( 1 a u g h t e r )

HOFFMAN: We l l , how has t he a tmosphe re o f t he conven t i on
changed over the years?

V O L Z : W e l l I h a v e n ' t a t t e n d e d a n y i n t h e l a s t t w e n t y
y e a r s , s o I . . . .

HOFFMAN: Well, from 1930 to 1950?

V O L Z : W e l l , t h e r e w a s n ' t t o o m u c h c h a n g e . I b e l i e v e a t
t h o s e t i m e s t h e A F o f L w a s m o r e o f a f r a t e r n a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a n i t i s t o d a y.

HOFFMAN: More people sort of knew each other.
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Right , knew each other by thei r f i rs t name.

About how many delegates would be in attendance at
the convention?

Oh, I 'd hate to say. They were la rge convent ions .

I n o t i c e t h a t y o u w e r e a c t i v e a s a f r a t e r n a l d e l e
gate to represent the AF o f L a t the Br i t i sh Trade
Unions' Congress. . .

V O L Z : Ye s , i n 1 9 4 8 .

HOFFMAN . . . and that Photoengravers have f requent ly been
f r a t e r n a l d e l e g a t e s .

VOLZ: Mat t Wol l was de legate. Pete Brady, a New York man
who was pres ident o f the New York un ion before I
was pres ident , was a f ra te rna l de legate . Mat t Wol l
was a f r a t e rna l de l ega te f o r two o r t h ree o f t he i r

convent ions . He-nry Schmal , who was secre tary o f the In ter
nat ional Union for qui te a number of years, was also a dele
gate.

HOFFMAN: So you would br ing back your reports to the next
convention of the AF of L?

V O L Z : O f t h e A F o f L , y e s .

HOFFMAN: What was the subs tance o f your repor t in 1948?

V O L Z : W e l l a t t h a t t i m e t h e c o m m u n i s t s w e r e v e r y a c t i v e
i n t r y i n g t o g e t a f o o t h o l d i n a l l u n i o n s a n d
e s p e c i a l l y s o i n E n g l a n d , a n d m y r e p o r t t o t h a t
c o n v e n t i o n w a s m o s t l y t o g u a r d a g a i n s t t h e
i n t r u s i o n o f t h e c o m m u n i s t s .

H O F F M A N : N o w t h e A F o f L w a s i n v o l v e d a t t h a t , t i m e i n
f o r m i n g a n e w w o r l d f e d e r a t i o n , t h e I C F T U .

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: See, the CIO at that time belonged to the WFTU, the
o l d . . . .

V O L Z : I b e l i e v e s o , y e s .

HOFFMAN: Yes , and t he B r i t i sh mus t have been d i s cuss i ng
these two. . . .

V O L Z : T h e m a i n t o p i c o f c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h o s e d a y s w a s
to block the intrusion of communism into the union.
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W e h a d s o m e o f i t i n t h i s c o u n t r y a t t h a t t i m e ,
t o o , b u t n o t n e a r l y a s m u c h a s E n g l a n d d i d .

Eng land , i n f ac t a l l coun t r i es , had the same p rob lem fo r a
w h i l e .

HOFFMAN: Right. I see where you marr ied an Ir ish gir l .

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: Had she been born in Ireland?

V O L Z : O h , y e s , a n d h e r s i s t e r h e r e w a s b o r n i n I r e l a n d ,
too.

HOFFMAN: So you got to take this lovely tr ip to Ireland.

V O L Z : W h e n I r e t i r e d t h e b o y s , k n o w i n g M r s . Vo l z w a s
a lways so popu la r a t t he conven t ions , sa id , "Take
you r w i fe to I re land . "

HOFFMAN: That v*as nice.

V O L Z : S o t h e y p a i d f o r t h e t r i p t o I r e l a n d .

HOFFMAN: ( laughter) That was very, very nice.

V O L Z : O f c o u r s e I w e n t t o I r e l a n d o n o u r h o n e y m o o n .
First I took my wife down to Cincinnati where I was
born . Then we went to N iagara Fa l l s , Wash ing ton ,
and different places, and when she came back [she

sa id ] , "We ' ve go t t o go t o I r e l and . " So we wen t t o I r e l and
for a couple of weeks.

HOFFMAN: You were an act ive trade unionist at the t ime you
got married?

V O L Z : O h , y e s .

HOFFMAN: And how did your wife feel about that?

V O L Z : W e l l , I w o u l d s a y s h e t o o k i t w o n d e r f u l l y ,
( l a u g h t e r ) L e t m e t e l l y o u t h i s s t o r y. W h e n w e
w e n t t o g e t o u r m a r r i a g e l i c e n s e , w e w e r e n ' t o n
s p e a k i n g t e r m s , ( l a u g h t e r ) W e m e t d o w n a t C i t y

Ha l l . I t i pped my ha t , we went in toge ther, go t the l i cense.
I p a i d t h e d o l l a r f o r t h e l i c e n s e ; s m i l i n g , h a n d e d h e r t h e
license, tipped my hat. She went her way, and I went mine.

Two nights before. . . . Wel l , you see, she knew I
was a member of the union, but she didn't know I was active,
and when I had sometimes two meetings a week, she couldn't
understand because she thought unions only met once a month,
( l a u g h t e r ) I ' v e o f t e n t o l d t h a t s t o r y t o d i f f e r e n t f r i e n d s ,
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about when we went to get our marriage license and we weren't
on speak ing t e rms , ( l augh te r )

HOFFMAN: She was angry with you because you had been to a
union meeting?

VOLZ: Too many mee t ings . She wondered i f t hey were un ion
meet ings because she thought unions only met once
a month. We had meetings two or three times a week
sometimes.

HOFFMAN: But she married you anyway.

V O L Z : O h , y e s . I h a d r i v a l s , b u t I b e a t t h e m o u t I
guess.

HOFFMAN: I th ink i t wou ld be in te res t ing to know someth ing
abou t wha t New York was l i ke i n 1916 . Where d id
you live and where did you work?

VOLZ: I had^ , a number o f j obs i n New York . I wo rked w i th
E l e c t V o l i g h t E n g r a v i n g C o m p a n y . I w o r k e d w i t h
Atlas Engraving Company, and then I was back at the
E l e c t r o l i g h t . T h e n I w o r k e d a t t h e B e c k E n g r a v i n g

Company, jus t before I go t the job wi th the un ion. In 1914 I
was put on as a special organizer of the New York union, and
I organ ized the ro togravure workers .

HOFFMAN: Oh, was that a fu l l t ime job, specia l organizer?

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: I see.

VOLZ : Ro tog ravu re was a new p rocess a t t he t ime and was
making headway, and I was appointed to organize the
gravure workers , wh ich I succeeded in do ing . I go t
a l l o f them in the un ion and got cont rac ts w i th a l l
o f the p lan ts w i th in , maybe , two o r th ree-years .

HOFFMAN: That must have been quite a job in the city of New
York.

V O L Z : I t w a s . O f c o u r s e . I t t o o k a l o t o f t i m e . I
worked f rom ear ly morn ing t i l l l a te a t n igh t .

HOFFMAN: So it's no wonder you wife wasn't on speaking terms
with you!

V O L Z : O r d i n a r i l y w e ' d h a v e g o n e t o l u n c h a f t e r g e t t i n g
the marr iage l icense, but I handed her the marr iage
license, tipped my hat, and went my own way.
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HOFFMAN: How l ong a f t e r t ha t d i d you ge t ma r r i ed? Jus t a
few days?

V O L Z : A w e e k o r t w o , I ' d s a y . I t w a s a l l p a t c h e d u p
aga in . ( l augh te r ) O f cou rse my mo the r and one o f
my bro thers came a long to w i tness the wedding. In
fact, my brother and my sister- in- law were best man
and best gi rl.

HOFFMAN: You were always located here in New York?

V O L Z : F r o m 1 9 0 6 , y e s .

HOFFMAN: Oh, I know one th ing that was cur ious, that struck
me as cu r i ous . Ma t t Wo l l was a l so a lways l oca ted
here in New York.

V O L Z : M a t t Wo l l w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e C h i c a g o l o c a l u n i o n
a l l h i s l i f e , b u t h i s a c t i v i t y w a s m o s t l y h e r e i n
New York.

H O F F M A N : B u t i t s t r i k e s m e a s s t r a n g e , M r. Vo l z , t h a t h e
d i d n ' t g o t o Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C , y o u k n o w, w h e n h e
was vice president and so act ive in the AF of L.

V O L Z : H e p u t m o s t o f h i s t i m e i n h e r e , I w o u l d s a y.

HOFFMAN: Why did he do that?

V O L Z : I d o n ' t k n o w. T h e r e w a s m o r e d o i n g h e r e , m a y b e ,
m o r e a c t i v i t y h e r e .

HOFFMAN: Did he kind of. . . .

VOLZ: Of course whi le Mat t was f rom Chicago and a member
o f t h e C h i c a g o l o c a l u n i o n , i f t h e r e w a s a n y t h i n g
that had to be done in Chicago, even before I was
p r e s i d e n t , w h e n I w a s v i c e p r e s i d e n t , I w e n t t o

Ch icago to do i t because , un fo r tuna te ly, Ch icago had a t tha t
time a number of communists, and they were out for Matt.

HOFFMAN: So he felt he had to stay here and kind of keep an
eye on th ings.

VOLZ: He s tayed i n New York mos t o f t he t ime .

HOFFMAN: No, but I mean when you had to go to Chicago.

V O L Z : O h , i f t h e r e w a s a n a g r e e m e n t p e n d i n g , I w e n t o u t
t o n e g o t i a t e .

HOFFMAN: I see, I see. But when he became president of the
International Union, he moved to New York.
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V O L Z : W e l l , h e k e p t C h i c a g o a s h i s o f f i c i a l r e s i d e n c e ,
but he l ived most of his t ime in New York.

HOFFMAN: Did he move his family to New York?

V O L Z : N o . O f c o u r s e M a t t ' s o n e s o n i s s t i l l a n a t t o r n e y
for the AF of L.

HOFFMAN: That 's r igh t .

V O L Z : A l b e r t W o l l .

HOFFMAN: Right.

V O L Z : T h e o t h e r o n e w a s a c t i v e i n C h i c a g o . H e d i e d
s ince . I fo rge t what k ind o f a job he had . He was
i n c i t y g o v e r n m e n t i n C h i c a g o . [ S p e a k i n g t o h i s
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ] A n n a , i f y o u h a v e l u n c h r e a d y ,
w e ' l l h a v e i t .

[APPARENTLY A LUNCH BREAK]

H O F F M A N : I t s t r i k e s m e a s c u r i o u s a n d I ' l l t e l l y o u w h y,
because nowadays it would not be uncommon for a man
to commute from New York to Washington and to keep
h i s o f f i c e i n N e w Y o r k a n d y e t h a v e t o g o t o

Wash ing ton so o f tn on bus iness . Bu t then i t mus t have been
very unusual .

V O L Z : N o , i t w a s c o m m o n . A f t e r a l l , i t w a s s i x h o u r s t o
W a s h i n g t o n o n t r a i n . I t w a s a n i g h t t r a i n . I t
would leave New York at midnight and be in Washing
t o n i n t h e m o r n i n g . H e l o s t n o t i m e , r e a l l y. M o s t
o f t h e t r a v e l l i n g w a s a t n i g h t , a n d h e l o s t n o
t i m e .

Did he maintain an off ice in Washington as wel l?

I d o n ' t t h i n k s o .

No. He just re l ied on somebody l ike Miss Thorne to
repo r t t o h im .

R i g h t .

Did he have a very c lose re la t ionship wi th F lorence
Thorne? I mean, was she. . . ?

V O L Z : T h e y g o t a l o n g v e r y n i c e l y t o g e t h e r . M a t t g o t
a long w i th everyone very n ice ly.

HOFFMAN

VOLZ:

HOFFMAN

VOLZ:

HOFFMAN
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HOFFMAN: We l l , some peop le d idn ' t ge t a long w i th F lo rence
Tho rne . ( l augh te r )

V O L Z : I n e v e r h e a r d o f a n y c o n t r o v e r s y b e t w e e n t h e m o r
any difference between them.

HOFFMAN: Between Matt Woll and Florence Thorne?

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: No, I th ink the impress ion that I have is that she
was very loya l to h im. She sor t o f saw h im as the
person to car ry on Gomper 's t rad i t ion .

VOLZ: She thought he was go ing to be the successor.

HOFFMAN: Yes.

V O L Z : [ S p e a k i n g t o s i s t e r - i n - l a w , A n n a ] I j u s t t o l d M r s .
Hoffman that when I went down to get the marr iage
l i c e n s e w i t h y o u r s i s t e r w e w e r e n ' t o n s p e a k i n g
t e r m s / ( l a u g h t e r )

A N N A : O h , t h a t ' s t r u e ! T h a t ' s s o t r u e ! D i d y o u s h o w h e r
the p ic tu re?

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: Yes, very pretty.

SARA: She was wonder fu l . Everybody has the same th ing to
say about her.

HOFFMAN: You must have been a much, much younger sister.

S A R A : O h , n o . . . .

HOFFMAN: Both of you. I would never guess you were so old.
H e c l a i m s t o b e n i n e t y - t h r e e y e a r s o l d . I ' m n o t
s u r e I b e l i e v e h i m . ( l a u g h t e r )

V O L Z : Yo u a s k e d m e w h e n I w a s b o r n . I t o l d y o u w h e n I
was born; you f igured the years.

HOFFMAN: W e l l , i t ' s w o n d e r f u l . I t ' s j u s t w o n d e r f u l . W e l l ,
i t there anyth ing e lse that we should cover that we
haven' t covered?

V O L Z : U n l e s s t h e r e ' s s o m e t h i n g y o u c a n t h i n k o f .

HOFFMAN: We l l , l e t me look th rough he re . I d id have some
other ques t ions .
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V O L Z : O f c o u r s e y o u h a v e i n t h e r e a b o u t t h e v a r i o u s
u n i o n s t h a t w e r e f o r m e d o f p h o t o e n g r a v e r s a n d
passed out again.

H O F F M A N : R i g h t , t h a t ' s a l l h e r e . W e l l , h o w d i d y o u f e e l
about the merger between the Photoengravers and the
L i thographers?

V O L Z : W e w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t i t f o r m a n y y e a r s . B u t a s I
s a y, t h e q u e s t i o n w a s w i l l y o u j o i n o u r u n i o n o r
w i l l w e j o i n [ y o u r s ] . W i l l w e j o i n t h e L i t h o g
raphers o r w i l l the L i thographers jo in the Photoen
gravers?

HOFFMAN: And you couldn't work out an amalgamation?

V O L Z : W e c o u l d n ' t . I t j u s t w a s n ' t i n t h e m a k i n g a t t h e
t i m e .

HOFFMAN: Well, what caused the difference do you think?

V O L Z : I d o n r t k n o w . I t w a s p o s s i b l y n e i t h e r o n e w o u l d
g i v e u p t h e i r i d e n t i t y a s L i t h o g r a p h e r s o r [ P h o t o
engravers] .

H O F F M A N : B u t w h y w a s M r . H a l l w i l l i n g t o g i v e u p t h e
presidency to Mr. Brown?

V O L Z : W e l l , y o u s e e w e w e r e g e t t i n g c l o s e r a n d c l o s e r
t o g e t h e r . B y t h e t i m e h e g o t i n , w e h a d a f a i r l y
good understanding as to what should be done.

H O F F M A N : D i d y o u s t a r t t h e s e d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h A n d r e w
Kennedy?

V O L Z : O h , y e s , w e h a d l o t s o f t h e m . I n f a c t , a t o n e t i m e
we agreed tha t they wou ld jo in the Photoengravers
Un ion , tha t i s the P ressmen 's Un ion . You see , the
Pressmen were in terested too because some of the

o f f s e t p r e s s m e n t h o u g h t t h e y s h o u l d b e i n t h e P r e s s m e n ' s
Union and the Pressmen's Union also wanted the Lithographers
t o j o i n t h e i r u n i o n . G e o r g e B e r r y w a s p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
Pressmen's Union at the time and he thought he had an under
s tand ing w i th them, and he sugges ted tha t the L i thographers
d e c i d e e i t h e r t o j o i n t h e P r e s s m e n ' s U n i o n o r t h e P h o t o e n
g r a v e r s . To h i s s u r p r i s e t h e y v o t e d t o j o i n t h e P h o t o e n
gravers, (laughter) and then he upset the whole apple card.

HOFFMAN: Yes, he wasn' t real ly in terested in merger then.

\ ^ > V O L Z : I f y o u j o i n e d h i s u n i o n , y e s , b u t t o j o i n t h e
Photoengravers, no. Oh, yes, even before Kennedy's
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t i m e w e h a d m e e t i n g s , p o s s i b l e a m a l g a m a t i o n o r
poss ib l y j o i n i ng t oge the r.

HOFFMAN: Who did you have the first discussions with, Gehrig
or Bock?

V O L Z : B e f o r e K e n n e d y ' s t i m e , M a t t Wo l l w a s m o s t l y i n o n
t h e p r e c e e d i n g s . W h e n I g o t t o b e p r e s i d e n t , i t
was mostly with Kennedy for a while.

HOFFMAN: I can ' t imagine Mat t Wol l jo in ing wi th anybody. I
mean , you know, un less they jo ined the Pho toen
gravers .

VOLZ : Those days i t was a ques t i on whe the r w i l l you j o i n
us or wi11 we join you.

HOFFMAN: Yes.

V O L Z : A n d a s I s a y, w e g o t a l o n g a l l r i g h t t o g e t h e r . W e
had occasion to go to Washington often and Kennedy
and I 'went together, tha t i s , we 'd be on the same
t r a i n . We ' d m e e t i n t h e m o r n i n g , h a v e b r e a k f a s t
together, and he'd go his way and I'd go mine.

HOFFMAN: How d id you fee l about the L i thographers jo in ing
the CIO?

V O L Z : W e l l , w e w e r e n ' t v e r y f a v o r a b l e t o i t a t t h e t i m e
a t a l l .

HOFFMAN: That must have meant that al l merger discussions
stopped then?

V O L Z : Ye s , w e l l , w e s t i l l k e p t o n s p e a k i n g t e r m s a s y o u
m i g h t s a y. W e s t i l l d i s c u s s e d i t , b u t o f c o u r s e
they weren't in the CIO very long.

HOFFMAN: No, they went independent.

V O L Z : Y e s .

HOFFMAN: Wel l , what k inds o f d iscuss ions d id you have? I
mean, what did you talk about?

V O L Z : We l l , w h y d o n ' t y o u j o i n o u r u n i o n ? W h y d o n ' t y o u
join my union?

HOFFMAN: That 's al l? In al l those meetings?

VOLZ: We spoke about the benef i ts i t would improve and so
f o r t h . O f c o u r s e t h e b i g p i t c h w a s t h a t s o m e o f
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the l i thographers were Pressmen, and the photoen
gravers as Pho toengravers d idn ' t wan t to do apy
thing harmful to the Pressmen.

HOFFMAN: The Photoengravers regarded themselves as much more
highly skil led than Pressmen?

V O L Z : W e l l n o t n e c e s s a r i l y h i g h l y s k i l l e d . B u t w e f e l t
t h a t i f t h e y h a d j u r i s d i c t i o n , t h e y s h o u l d b e
o b s e r v e d a s h a v i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e p r e s s
w o r k . O f c u r s e s o m e o f t h e L i t h o g r a p h e r s w e r e

doing press work. That was the main objective. That was the
main reason for not getting together, the Pressmen in between
the two unions. We didn't want to do anything harmful to the
Pressmen, and the Pressmen didn't want to do anything harmful
to us, I guess.

HOFFMAN: So that i f a t one point you could have al l three
merged, that would have made sense.

VOLZ: The re was no such ta l k .
4

HOFFMAN: Never was?

V O L Z : N o .

HOFFMAN: Why not?

VOLZ: We l l , t he pho toeng rave rs ' wo rk was so fa r removed
from any press work. Of course there were pressmen
i n t h e L i t h o g r a p h e r s ' U n i o n , b u t t h e r e w e r e n o
pressmen in the Photoengravers.

HOFFMAN: Are there now?

V O L Z : N o . A t o n e t i m e t h e r e w e r e P h o t o e n g r a v e r s w h o
belonged to the Pressmens ' Union, and in 19. . .
O h , I w o u l d n ' t w a n t t o s a y t h e d a t e , b u t t h e
Pressmens' Union turned over some forty-odd members

to the Photoengravers . I t was for that reason, too, that we
d idn ' t wan t to do any th ing de t r imen ta l to the Pressmen by
ta lks wi th the L i thograpners.

HOFFMAN: And the Typographical Union had also turned over
some of their members, had they not?

VOLZ : No t t o t he Pho toeng rave rs .

HOFFMAN: Not to the Photoengravers.

V O L Z : N o .
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HOFFMAN: And what about the re lat ionship wi th the Stereo
typers and the Electrotypers?

VOLZ: Wel l , a t one t ime there was some ta lk of the Stere
otypers and the Photoengravers jo in ing up, but i t
never worked out. That was in the very early days,
a n d t h e E l e c t r o t y p e r s a n d S t e r e o t y p e r s f o r m e d
thei r own union .

Now in the very ear ly days were the c ra f ts more
dist inct or less dist inct than they came to be?

I would say they were more distinct.

More d i s t i nc t .

Yes.

Wel l why did you ta lk about merger then, because
you were plate makers?

Yes. ' Wel l , the l i thographers and we were making
p la tes fo r p r in t ing purposes.

I s e e . Yo u t h o u g h t i n t e r m s , a t o n e t i m e , o f a
union that would include everybody who was a plate
maker?

V O L Z : T h a t ' s r i g h t .

HOFFMAN
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