
VIC WILKINS

Q W h y d o n ' t y o u t e l l m e e x a c t l y w h a t y o u a r e d o i n g i n t h e p l a n t n o w ,

V i c ?

A N o w ?

Q Yes, what job do you have?
A I am doing a job that the U.A.W. negotiated approximately twelve years

ago. I guess they had the foresight at that t ime to real ize that ah,
the age of computers were coming faster and faster, and then, they are

here now. And so I 'm do ing a job tha t the U .A .W. nego t ia ted fo r

hour ly people to do. Basical ly what i t is , I operate a keyboard, or

ah, I set at a video display tube, what you call a CRT. And uh, I'm

doing approximately forty other people's jobs that used to be there,

through one tube.
What do you do?

W e l l , I d o c l e r i c a l w o r k . A l o t o f c l e r i c a l w o r k , a n d i n p u t t i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o t h i s c o m p u t e r t h a t a h . . . I t ' s f o r t h e m a t e r i a l

handl ing department, okay. And the mater ia l handl ing department is
the people who supply all the parts, they bring 'em in from all over
the country, from all over the world, bring 'em to the assembly plant,

and ah, the material department are the ones who are responsible for

gett ing that material to the jobs, so that the individuals on the l ine
c a n b u i l d t h a t d a m n c a r. A n d m y j o b , i n t h a t m a t e r i a l h a n d l i n g

department, is accountabi l i ty for al l those parts.

Accountability to where?
From the suppliers; whether they be ah you know Federal Mogul, or the

Saline Plastics Plant, or Rosenville, or whoever the vendors are



br ing ing tha t i n . Once tha t h i t s ou r des t ina t ion , the paperwork i s

brought to me. I take those part 's numbers, quanti t ies, and al l that
sh i t , da tes , and a l l o f tha t , and I pu t i t in to the computer a t my
base. Once i t 's entered in at my base, anywhere in the plant, they

can go in and see if it's on-hand. Dearborn can go in there and see
if it's on-hand. Anybody can track it down through what I do.

So, for example, you come in, what time do you start your day?

Wel l , because o f who I am, I have no se t hours . I don ' t have a

part icular t ime that I go in anymore. I go in when I 'm needed and
leave when the job is done. Therefore, I 'm doing twelve to fourteen

hours a day. Okay.

Do you l ike that k ind of flexib i l i ty?

A No , I don ' t . No , I don ' t , I t h i nk t ha t i t ' s r i d i cu lous . The compu te r

yes, you have an advantage of it because it's instantaneous okay it's
there. What about these other fif ty people I 'm putt ing out of work?

Even though they were salary, they still are human beings.

Q There was alot of salary people?
A I t was a l l sa lary jobs that i t knocked out . I t ' s l i ke a ghost c i ty up

i n t h e f r o n t . I t u s e d t o b e . . . L e t ' s p u t i t t h i s w a y, i n t h e f r o n t

o f fices up t he re , five yea rs ago , t he re we re a lmos t f ou r hund red

employees cler ical people. You go up there now on the night shi f t ,
there is th ree guys up there . I t ' s jus t these vas t o ffices up there

empty.
Q You're working at the car plant, not the truck plant?

A Right. I work at the Wayne Assembly Plant.



How did you get this job? I 'm sure a lot of people must want this

job.
W e l l b e c a u s e a s f a r a s s e n i o r i t y g o e s , I d o n ' t h a v e t h a t m u c h

seniori ty in the car plant. I have sixteen years.
How did you get this wonderful computer job? The auto worker of the

eighties and nineties?

Wel l , as I was te l l ing you, I don' t . . . in the car p lant , I don' t have

t h a t m u c h s e n i o r i t y o k a y, s i x t e e n y e a r s , s i x t e e n J e s u s . S i x t e e n

y e a r s , b u t t h a t ' s n o t h i n g , I w o r k w i t h a g u y, t h i s i s f u n n y, t h i s

guy's got for ty- three senior i ty, for ty- three years and he got bumped

by a higher seniority man.
Why don't peope retire? Thirty years and out the union fought for it?
'Cause they're just fools man. You know you got a guy there who has a

mental i ty you know they l ive for today and there's no tomorrow and
with al l that seniori ty, the money they're making, they're broke. You

take an old... How does it go? There's nothing l ike an old fool you

k n o w. H e r e ' s a g u y t h a t h a s g o t a l l t h a t s e n i o r i t y, a p p r o a c h i n g

seventy years of age, and he's running around with a twenty-three year
o ld women . Tha t ' s nu t s . You know, t ha t ' s c razy. Bu t i t goes on .

The same dude snor t ing coke ou t in the ha l lway, he 's c razy. Bu t

anyways, the job ah, it goes back on beyond the car plant as you well

know, I was an employee at the Michigan Truck Plant for ten years, and

I was also a union representative and I amongst other things, I worked
on the l ine, I worked in the material handling department there. And

ah . . .



Q I f o r g o t t h a t .
A Yea, I was over there. I think it was in 1980 when the big recession

star ted h i t t ing okay. The first layoffs we were fac ing over there at

the truck, I think that 's when, I 'm not sure. Ah, even though I was

relatively high seniority employee at the truck plant, you know in my
mind, well there's no doubt in my mind that ah, I was placed out of
the p lant . As a mat ter o f fac t , I am the h ighest sen ior i ty person,

and also, one of the first ones to go out of the truck plant and be

k i cked ove r t o t he ca r p l an t . Now, I find t ha t i n r e t r ospec t , you

look back, how in the hel l can that happen? I didn't even question

it, I just wanted to get the hell out of there because of the everyday
hassles. And the hassles being from the damn union. People that I

thought were my closest friends, okay, turned around to be the ones

stabbing me in the back all along.

Q What do you mean? What did they do? I won't be mentioning names, by
do want to store this.

We l l , wha t happened was , i n the las t . . . We l l , l i ke I sa id be ing a
union representative you know I watch what goes on you know in the

plant now as opposed to what was going on twelve, fifteen years ago.
I t ' s comp le te l y d i f f e ren t . I t ' s s t i l l my con ten t i on t o t h i s day, t ha t
i f t h e U . A . W. w a s n ' t t h e r e , t h e p e o p l e w o u l d p r o b a b l y o r g a n i z e .

They're just policeman in the way doing a job for the company, you

know, that's it. And uh, I don't want to be a you know a romanticist

by t e l l i ng you tha t I t hough t t ha t I d i d my j ob co r rec t l y. To t h i s

day, I still have a hard time even talking or communicating with



anybody in the Tireman Plant. They are... I don't choose to be l ike
them, and I don't want to be like them, but yet, this big reversal has
come about. Now, everybody is, it's nuts.

Q What do you mean?
A What do I mean? Wel l , I ' l l g ive you a parable to work with. Fi f teen

years ago, I 'd go in, as a representative, I 'd go in the offices. And
I ' m s i t t i n g t h e r e t r y i n g t o n e g o t i a t e f o r a l o u s y fi f t e e n m i n u t e s

because it meant that this man on a l ine was... i t was important to

him, i t was a principle then. The money was nothing, okay. But the
fifteen minutes was the principle of the damn thing to show that boss

h e w a s r i g h t . A n d I w a n t e d t h a t fi f t e e n m i n u t e s . I f I s a w t h a t I

wasn' t gett ing anywhere, one of my tact ics was, I would pick up a

chair and throw it at 'em. And just tell 'em they were you know, that

I wanted it and I was gonna get it damn it. It was just a tactic and

I would go out of the place, i t was a setup that we have, and the

other guy would just say that you got 'em so damn mad, he really wants

that blah, blah. I t 's just l ike the good cop, the bad cop, you know

yo u ca n t r u s t t h i s o n e , b u t yo u ca n ' t . . . We l l w e h a d . . . N o w a h ,

today, that 's absurb, nobody would even think of doing anything l ike
that . Now, i t ' s ah, wr i te ten gr ievances, g ive up n ine to get one.

And the only one will be given to a friend or etc. The man paying his

dues working has.... i t 's changed Rick. Nothing's there.

Why do you think it's changed?

W h y ? I t h i n k e v e r y b o d y ' s s o d a m n a f r a i d o f l o s i n g t h e j o b , t h a t

they'll do anything to keep that job. And so they just, they won't



fi g h t . T h e y w o n ' t fi g h t f o r t h e i r r i g h t s . Yo u s e e n t h a t . . . W e l l , I
kind of applaude the men out there at G.M. you know the men and women

out there for standing up, they say bul lshit , enough is enough. Hey
fuck 'em, let 'em take al l the jobs. Shut the fucking country down.

You can' t you know, but you' re seeing now, you' re seeing a lo t of

scared... I mean i t 's not only where I work, i t 's everywhere. People

are so god damn araid of losing a job.

In a sense, do they have a right to be? Is it a legitimate fear?

We l l su re ! I mean i t ' s l eg i t ima te f r om th i s po in t . We a l l have to

eat, and we all need to beat these elements here. But it 's not fair.
It's not fair... And you know, I'm somewhat caught between a rock and

a hard place with the job that I do. I set and... You know here I am

you know, arguing over that , but yet I 'm tak ing a job. But the job
tha t I t ook , o r tha t I have , I had to more o r l ess . . . I d idn ' t sue

them through the... The job was never put up on a board for bidding,

I take that back, yes it was. But because of what the nature of what

i t is , i t 's a computer okay. The average man in that p lant , I th ink

the grade level of education here is ten years. Most people that fall

into that category, and I don't like doing that, but most of 'em and I

saw i t w i th my own eyes , i f I hadn ' t seen i t I p robab ly wou ldn ' t

be l ieve i t , t hey se t i n f ron t o f tha t keyboard and jus t f reeze up .

Intimidated by it, but those who weren't intimidated by it was just a

resistance agains a machine. Man against machine you know. So the

job was in a sense was posted, but nobody wanted it. There were a few
that took it, ah, and have done fairly well. In my particular case,



I, when I got laid off from the truck plant, I was put to work in the

body shop at the Wayne Assembly. Well, because of injuries and stuff
that I got while I was in Vietnam, I 'm l imited to certain movements
that I can do. I never, at the truck plant they never put me on a job

that I cou ldn ' t do, I a lways per formed. But the par t icu lar job they

put me on there, I couldn't do i t . And I told 'em that I couldn't do

it, and if you can't do it, hit Michigan Avenue, as simple as that. I

said no I'm not going to that, so I marched up to labor relations and

uh, I threw a fit up there. And there was a general foreman named Joe

K e l l e y o v e r t h e r e . H e g o t a l i t t l e t o c l o s e t o m e , a n d a s y o u
well.. . He put his hand on my chest, started shoving me, he said...

I grabbed him by his fucking shirt and slammed him up against the

wall, I said don't touch me. Don't even fucking think about it.

He didn't know who you were?

He didn't know who I was.

That's what I have with my foreman now, he doesn't know who I am.

Nobody knew anything then. Okay, there's a fella that's been around
over there at the... he's been in the politics and I knew him vaguely

from the union meeting, Roper, Herb Roper. At that time, I don't know

what they were getting ready to do, but at that particular moment Herb

Roper wa lked in , and be fo re they cou ld go any fu r ther, I j us t le t

Roper know that... I mean I threw a fit. The veins were popping out

of my neck, and I said nobody in this fucking place is gonna touch
me. I fel t l ike I had entered a penitent iary, a new penitent iary and

I had declared that this is my fucking turf and you're not going to



come out of it. It worked. Herb Roper come in there, and he threw a

fit. They worked something out there, and the next thing I know I was

b e i n g t a k e n b y a c a r t o v e r t o t h e t r i m d e p a r t m e n t . T h e t r i m
depar tmen t , I was pu t i n a pa r t i cu la r a rea where they se lec t the
dashboards. People cal l them dashboards, but over there i t 's cal led

an ins t rument pane l okay. I worked in th is par t i cu la r a rea , i t was

t h e I . V. l i n e w h e r e t h e y b u i l d u p t h e i n s t r u m e n t p a n e l s t o b e

ins ta l l ed i n to the au tomob i le . My pa r t i cu la r j ob was , p i ck ing , you

k n o w d i f f e r e n t o n e s , e i t h e r t h e y w e r e w i t h a i r o r w i t h w h a t e v e r

they. . . there were l ike twelve di fferent choices I had to make. You
know different colors, whether they were set up for air or whatever.

What could they be set up for?
A A i r, ah casse t t es .

Q What about digital clocks?
A Dig i ta l c locks, you know d i f ferent punches were on these th ings for

them to install. I had to read a computer printout, you know, I would

make that select ion, I would walk over, and I would pick the damn

things up. The whole dashboard, and set i t on the l ine okay. There
were, at that t ime, there were five people involved on that job. Or

six people, there were two, regular operators, okay, and then a relief

man on the day shi f t and two on nights, and that was s ix people.

Within six months, they brought in something.. . robot ics, okay. As I

looked i t , I just thought wel l i t 's a sophist icated crane, the type of

crane that runs on tracks. And what it did was, it made movements.

It had photo sensors on there to distinguish the colors and ah, it was



controlled by the keyboard that was already programmed to make certain

moves. That in essence, eliminated all of our jobs.

Wait , s low i t down a l i t t le. Paint a picture of what th is. . .
As I stated to you earlier, my job was to read a computer printout, a

teletype, okay. And it told me that this is a blue dashboard okay for
air okay. I would go to that one and pick that up and I would set it

on the line, and it would put in a rack and it carried it on through,

and as i t went through people did their work on i t r ight. Okay, s ix

people were involved.
What did the other people do?

As I worked one side of the line, the other guy worked the other side

of the l ine. We went in rotat ion to the machine, everything had to

be in rotation okay, and ah, within six months they brought in, as I

was there they said something about that I wouldn't be there very long

anyway. And I sais what the fuck you know. So they brought it in and
they se t t h i s t h i ng up . Now as t hese boa rds , I go t ou t o f t hese

baskets, the baskets were approximately four by four okay, and filled
with these dashboards. I think there were nine to a basket. Oh also,

I f o rgo t the h i - l o d r i ve rs i nvo lved he re . They se t the robo t up , I

m e a n i t w a s l i k e . . . I w a s q u o t e d a fi g u r e o f o v e r f o u r m i l l i o n
do l la rs fo r th i s th ing , okay. I f you cou ld see i t , i t j us t looks l i ke

a crane with a motor on it, and something controls it to make these

moves. They had a arm on it, you know what they call a robotic arm.
It was controlled by this big ugly blue box that set over there, Ford

blue you know. It was called Gantry (?). It was actually from the
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G.C.I. It was G.C.I. Manufacturing. They set it up and ah, I watched

them build this thing from day to day. I would do my job, but in the

process of sitt ing there watching these guys do this. And of course,
these guys are workers just us. Some of them just technicians and

some of 'em were guys that just come in and input information at this

machine. Well, being an inquisitive person I asked 'em how that thing

operated, and they told. And they gave me a l i t t le demonstration on
how to move it manually, I said well that's easy enough. Well lo and

behold, that was to my advantage, I didn't know it at the t ime, but
that was to my advantage. The thing... I didn't know at the time, but

they were putt ing i t in there on a tr ia l basis. Ford Motor Company
had given these people the money to test th is th ing out . And they
were record ing every th ing, anyth ing that went wrong, they ac tua l ly

reported i t . But one day the thing broke down, i t just stopped. And
I went back over to the computer and made the few moves there on the

keyboard and got it operating again. Somebody saw it, wanted to know
w h a t I w a s d o i n g f o o l i n g a r o u n d w i t h i t . I s a i d I fi g u r e d , w e l l ,

here we go up to the front office again, gonna get popped again. Well

i t d idn' t happen. That didn' t happen. As a matter of fact, the guy's

name is Ryan he is one of the engineer, now he is the assistant plant

manager, I t h ink h i s name i s Por te r. H is t rade , he ' s an eng ineer

okay. He wanted to know I learned how to that . And I to ld h im, I

said the people in the company showed me how to do it. First thing

led to another, I was in charge of this machine, that was my... I was

given the job of babysitting the machine. I no longer had to do any
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manual work. But i f the machine broke down, I had to do the job

okay. I said hey, that's cool you know.
T h a t ' s w h e n y o u w e r e t e l l i n g m e t h a t t h e r e i s a r e a l b e n e fi t t o

computers and robots.
Yea.

Right about three years ago I remember.

I'm sitting here figuring hey no sweat.

You had the job babysitting?

Babysi t t ing, i t 's you know, out of a ten hour day, you know I 'd s i t
there and sweep up the area and watch it to make sure it was doing

i t ' s t h i n g y o u k n o w. I f i t h u n g u p , t h e n I ' d g e t i t g o i n g . I f i t

l i t e ra l l y f ucked up , I ' d have t o do i t ' s j ob . So t h i s sh i t wen t on
for about a month. And ah, you know, I know you know the guy's name,

I know that he 's pres ident o f Ford Motor Company, Po l land is h is

name. Red Polland. Well, I was told to ah after the shift ended, my

shift ended at 4:30 in the afternoon I was told to go up to the front

lockers and c lean up and they give me a pair of coveral ls . I t had

U.A.W. on one side, and Ford Motor Company on the other side. And I

was given a little card by this engineer to tell them what to say, and

I said for what? Well, I didn't know who this guy was, all I saw was
John Litt iny(?) walking around with a big group of people. And John

L i t t i n y ( ? ) i s t h e p l a n t m a n a g e r, h e r u n s t h e p l a c e l i k e a t y r a n t

okay. They come around the corner and there 's th is l i t t le guy wi th
red hair there. I knew he was somebody 'cause the fucker's clothes on

'em, man, I said shit look at that. Anyway the guy come up, he was
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very nice, asked me who I was, and I told him who I was. He asked me
what I did and I told him, I said I run this mother fucker. He said
what does it do? I explained to him what it does, he said what do you

th ink o f i t ? And I sa id we l l , i t ' s qu i t e a p iece o f mach ine ry, bu t

i t 's you know, i t 's el iminat ing a bunch of jobs here. I was more or

l e s s s l u f f e d o f f r e a l q u i c k . T h e e n g i n e e r s t e p p e d i n , h e s t a r t e d

ta l k ing , I was back , l i t e ra l l y backed r i gh t ou t o f t he way. I t was

funny, I said oh. The fol lowing week, there was a fifty dol lar bonue
in my paycheck and a thank you from Red Polland.

Q The fifty dollar bonus was for what, for working the overtime?

A Working the overt ime.

Q Is that embarrassing to you?
A Yea. Wel l they did that to get around from the union, 'cause I went

to the union and showed them, I said somebody else was in, or where's

t h e e q u a l i z a t i o n o f o v e r t i m e , I s a i d t h i s i s b u l l s h i t . B u t s h o r t l y

t he rea f t e r, t he f uck ing robo t pu t me ou t o f wo rk . I t wasn ' t t h ree

months af ter that . What had happened was, th is th ing was running

pretty damn smoothly okay. I had to have an operation on my foot. So
I went into the hospital . I figure everything's cool now you know. I

went into the hospital, had an operation on my foot, I was out less

than thirty days, healed and come backt to work, and was told that the
robot didn't need me no more, that they had a programmer come in and

set it up that it didn't need to be watched no more. I said so where

am I at? They said, Michigan Avenue. So I was put out, not because

they didn't have a job for me, I was put out because they didn't have



work w i th in my res t r i c t ions . A t tha t t ime , they wanted to pu t me,

they said e i ther go back to the body shop or e lse. I sa id no, i t 's
not as simple as that. I said I can't do that.

They were not recognizing your restrictions?

Right. I never complained about 'em. I was never given a physical at
the Michigan Truck Plant, I mean I was given... Back then you got to

RSI

understand, there was two hundred people a day standing out there to

fi s r g e t a j o b o k a y.
Q Back when?

P A Oh shi t , 1970. Anyway I was, I mean there was drop your drawers,

cough, and take your temperature and blood pressure that was it. You
know that was literally it. As long as you could crawl or get to that

^ j o b , t h e y d i d n ' t g i v e a f u c k y o u k n o w. N o w, a l l o f a s u d d e n a t t h i s
point , they said wel l we don' t have any record of i t . I said I don' t

P g i v e a f u c k w h a t y o u g o t , I ' v e g o t r e c o r d s o f i t . D i d i t h a p p e n
here? No, i t d idn ' t happen here , I was hur t in Vie tnam. Prove i t .

fil l

j No p rob lem. I went to the V.A . , I went th rough a l l the doc to rs there ,

got a big file, brought i t back to them, and I was very poli tely told
1 tha t t hey no l onger had any work w i th in those res t r i c t i ons , t ha t t hey

P were p lac ing me on a medica l layoff .
Q Explain to me those restr ict ions.

TO
! A O k a y , I a h . . .

p Q Also, what happened?
1 A To get 'em or what?

F Q Y e s .
A W e l l . . .
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Q F i r s t t e l l me wha t the res t r i c t i ons a re then we ' l l go back l a te r t o
p i :

ear l ier t imes in your l i fe .

pi A Wel l the restr ict ions are, I have l imited movement of my lef t s ide. I
don't even know if you notice. I've got pins that run from my hip to

P my knee, f rom my knee to my ank le , and what tha t . . . and I have no

musc le cont ro l under here . Under my le f t knee. A l l th is is fake. I

can' t bend, I can, but i t 's very strenuous okay. I can' t bend, I can

w a l k , I w a l k w i t h a l i m p o k a y. N o w t h a t I ' v e t o l d y o u , y o u ' l l

probably see the god damn thing. But...
I 've bet I 've seen it over fifteen years.

So I can ' t bend . Any con t inuous bend ing o r s t re tch ing o f the le f t

side, it just, it goes out on me. So they told me they have no work
within the restrictions. 'Cause when I come back from the V.A., they

said that I had to have a part-time sitting and a bunch of shit, they

jus t l a i d i t on . They j us t sa id no , we don ' t have any th ing w i th in
that category, so we ' re put t ing you on a medica l layoff . I sa id ah

fuck i t . I ' l l co l lec t n inety-five percent o f my pay, who g ives a sh i t

you know. No t n ine ty -five percen t , bu t I th ink a t tha t t ime i t was
l ike a couple hundred bucks a week or someth ing. I d idn ' t g ive a

fuck. As time went on, I mean, I started approaching ten months, and

I was to ld they had no work , that I bet ter fi le for soc ia l secur i ty.

H o w o l d w a s I t h e n ? T h i r t y - fi v e y e a r s o l d . A n d I ' m t h i n k i n g t o

myself, hey wait a fucking minute, these guys are blowing me right out
the door. I mean i t was that ser ious. This is get t ing ser ious. So I

said I better get down to social security. So I went through social

pi
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security and I filed my papers, and they told me that I would probably
end up with a couple hundred bucks a month and that would be it. And

I 'm thinking, holy fuck! I can' t afford you know.. .

Q The rest of your l i fe?
A A t tha t t ime, I s t i l l had a t the house and I sa id I can ' t do i t you

know. You know, nobody in this day in age, that's ridiculous.

You had worked plenty of jobs at the truck plant and a lot of jobs.

You know I 'm a qual ified hi - lo dr iver for 'em. L ike I said, being in

there . . . See the ru les app ly somet ime, and that 's what I 'm say ing

about the union. The union should of stepped in and helped me okay?

T h e y d i d n ' t . To t h e c o n t r a r e , e v e r y b o d y t u r n e d t h e i r h e a d s . I t ' s
Wi lkens don' t you know. Just but t out , nobody. I went to the local

and started out there. From the local I went to the region. From the

r e g i o n , I c a l l e d t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l . A l l o f ' e m s a i d t a k e t h e
retirement. Take the ret irement, are you fucking crazy? Two hundred

dollars a month, what the fuck am I gonna do with that? You know, I

go t k ids s t i l l i n schoo l . Tha t was the re adv ice . So ah , I sa id no
th i s i s bu l l sh i t . A f te r exhaus t i ng tha t avenue , I sa id okay, I ' l l go

to a congressman. So I went to congressman Ford's office. They said

yea, they'll help me, okay. The steered me back to the V.A. The V.A.
told me that there was nothing that they could do that that was a

labor problem. So it was just a viscious circle everybody passing the

buck, nobody wanted to do anything. I think it was in November, no,
i t was in Oc tober tha t . . . F ina l l y I sa id , I be t te r ge t my ass back

down to the V.A. to see it they could do anything. Again, I was told



that there was nothing that they could do. Congressman Ford's office

says that i t 's in the hands of the V.A.. I t 's just a big shove off is
all it was. As they come the back door over there at the V.A. okay,

across the street is the federal court house. I said wai t a minute,

maybe okay I'll go over here and talk to somebody from the U.S. Labor

Department. Maybe there's somebody in there that can do something for
me. So I went in there, and I went up to the Labor Department and

t h e y, t h e y a s k e d a f e w q u e s t i o n s , a n d I s a i d y e a , y e a , y e a , I

qua l ified, answered 'em a l l r igh t . So I cou ld take a wa lk down to
t h i s d o o r . I g o t t o t h a t d o o r , a n d i t w a s t h e Ve t e r a n ' s A f f a i r s

Office okay. And they asked me if I was a Vietnam Veteran and I said

yes. Are you a disabled Vietnam Veteran? Yes. I showed 'em my cards
and shi t . Okay, go down to th is office. So I went down there, and

there was a guy down there named Doug Patterson, a black guy, probably
in h is ear ly fif t ies and shi t . I to ld h im what the problem was, and

he said yes, that they would take the case on. That under some law

that was passed in 71 that as a disabled Vietnam Veteran that I had

lega l r i gh t s t o r ehab i l i t a t i on and j ob p l acemen t and had p r i o r i t y.
And I told him, I said well nobody ever...

That 's how Benny Gregory got his job? Right? Isn't that how Benny

got his job?

Right, but that was years ago, and I just never paid attention.
He came back from Nam...
See I never complained though. I just . . . . And so ah, I fi l led out a

complaint with them, and it went to Chicago the regional offices in
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Chicago. And in 30 days they... within 30 days he called me up. He
said that he sent a te legram to the labor re lat ions staff a t Wayne

Assembly Plant. That I should be hearing from them. As soon as he

hung up, labor relations called me from the Wayne Assembly Plant and
told me that they didn't think I got a fair shake when I come home,

that they were wi l l ing to t ry and place me. And I said ain ' t th is a

bi tch. The fo l lowing day, I had to report to Ford, but I a lso got a

le t te r in the ma i l f rom th is reg iona l o ffice in Ch icago s ta t ing tha t

if they didn't put me to work, they were going to fine them a thousand

dollars a day for everyday that I hadn't worked, and for everyday that

I w o u l d n ' t w o r k . A n d a l s o , t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o g e t i n t h e r e t o
examine... I was personally told this, they would l ike to examine al l

the veterans in there, then when they got through that, they would

examine a l l the b lack employees, then they would examine a l l the

fema le emp loyees , t hen they wou ld examine a l l t he b lack f ema le

employees, they said they could tie 'em up for years okay and they

d idn ' t wan t tha t . So . . .

Q You got your job?
A Ford says, we don't think you got a fair shake. I thought you mother

f u c k e r s . T h e n , a s I w a l k e d i n t h e d o o r, t h e r e a r e l a b o r r e p s u p

there, we fought for you Vic and got th is. No you didn' t you ly ing

mother fucker, what you... You was informed by this company that I

had to be placed, now your scrambling to see what the fuck you can do
t h a t ' s a l l .

Q By the agency and the government?



A Right. No I 'm talking about the union okay.

Q Oh, you mean not the labor reps, you mean the union reps were patting

you on the back.
A Right . Wel l everybody was pat t ing me on the back saying we d idn ' t

know, we d i dn ' t know. I sa i d you d i dn ' t f u ck i ng bo the r t o ask . I
said beyond that though, I says hey, at that t ime what did I have,

eleven or twelve senior i ty or some shi t l ike that . I said that a lone

I said I should be, you know, you can give me a fucking job doing

s o m e t h i n g . B u t a n y w a y , I j u s t s a i d f u c k i t . T h e n I s t a r t i n g

quest ioning what k ind of job is th is anyway. Then that 's how I got
involved wi th th is computer. Actual ly, they come pat t ing me on the

back see, and old dumb ass Vic if he can't handle these computers well

fuck i t , we tr ied. Wel l , I managed to succeed with my one cyl inder

brain. And ah quite to their amazement and my own.

Q Were you amazed?
A I'm was so amazed that the speed that I picked it up, I don't know.

Q Why are you amazed? You didn't think you could do it?
A Fuck no . I was j us t l i ke t hose o the r guys , sh i t I 'm i n t im ida ted t o

use a computer, fuck I don't want nothing to do with that. So I was

amazed a t myse l f t ha t t he . . . my memory re ten t i on . Tha t ' s a l l t he

fuck it is, just remembering you know.

Q W h i c h . . .

A Wha t you r do ing , wha t p rog ram you go t and a l l t ha t sh i t yea . So

that's how I ended up with that job.

Q Did you have training?



Yes, they sent me to division. Because see, now that's...
Ford World Headquarters Divsion?

Ford World Headquarters Divsion. I went down there for three weeks.

Rode down there everyday in the Mark VII. Yea, they took me down

there and they told me I had to put this on and I told 'em fuck, fuck

you. We go there the best way and I ' l l take the bus and meet you

t h e r e . B u t a h , I w e n t d o w n t h e r e , a n d w h a t i t w a s , i t w a s t h i s

program being set up to computerize their material handling system.
Prior to what we are doing now, i t was al l done manually by these

people, by hand.

Q Is that the same as checkers?
A C h e c k e r s a r e s t i l l t h e r e . T h e y h a v e t o m a n u a l l y m a k e s u r e t h a t

i t ' s . . . Phys ica l l y check tha t sh i t tha t i t ' s ou t there r igh t .

You deal with all of the paperwork?

All the paperwork.

Okay, so from looking at your job where do a lot of the parts come

from? Has there been a change? You have been doing the job how long

now?

Oh sure. With this system, this is the third year now.

Q You've been working this job three years?
A Three years now.

[ Q Working lots of overt ime?

p A Shi t , last year I made fif ty- two thousand dol lars, and I 'm one of the
low-pa id ones. I t ' s d igus t ing .

P Q How many hours, your talking serious hours, your not just talking
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about eight hours a day.

A I ' m t a l k i n g a l o t o f h o u r s . I ' m t a l k i n g a b o u t c o m i n g i n t h e r e o n

Sunday afternoons to make sure that the paperwork was in there. I got
caught up in this that it 's my job. I 've always been conscientious of
the work I do. And understanding more and more each day what this

system was about, I started understanding that this shit has to be in
there, i f i t ' s not in there, then they can ' t get to i t . Now. . .

Q They meaning the workers and the foreman?
A The workers, the foreman, everybody involved, the vendors, everybody,

well i f i t 's not there i t gets big fucking searches on, where is i t at

you know, while your sitting on it down in that back room listening to
the radio. So ah. . .

Q Do you like the job?
A There's no chal lenge to i t anymore. Anything that I you know how I

am, i f there's a challenge to i t , I real ly get gung ho on it . But the

challenge has worn off, any moron could do it, I could train a monkey
to do the job . I t ' s the same fuck ing th ing you know. I t ' s ted ious ,

repe t i t i ous over and over and over aga in . The on ly d i f fe rence i s ,
there 's no phys ica l labor, i t ' s a l i t t le b i t o f a menta l cha l lenge a t

firs t to learn and understand what 's go ing on. Af ter that , i t ' s jus t ,

i t ' s w o r k . I t ' s j u s t a j o b , t e d i o u s f u c k i n g w o r k t h a t h a s t o b e

d o n e . T h e s a d p a r t i s , i t ' s e l i m i n a t e d . . . L i k e I s a i d e a r l i e r , i t ' s

ghost city up there.
Q Where are the parts from?

Oh Christ, from Japan, Brazil, Mexico, all over the United States,
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di f fe rent s tamping p lants , fo rg ing p lants , s tu f f f rom the p lants that

F o r d s o w n s . I n t h i s a r e a , i n t h e D e t r o i t a r e a , g o d I t h i n k e v e r y

other building is a supplier to one of the big three.
Do you find more parts coming from overseas that you can give examples

of. Like I know in the truck plant the master cylinder now comes from

Japan.
Shit probably the whole fucking truck is from Japan. Well, I can tell

you this, which was funny, when that Escort was first introduced, i t
was the.. . the P.R. people put i t out as the world car. Wel l i t was

a world car alright, because the fucking parts come from all over the

wor ld . I t ' s assembled in the Un i ted Sta tes , the d i f fe rence between

the truck plant and, I don't know if you know this or not, ours is a

federal trade zone. Okay, now what that is, remember when years ago

these fucking guys wanted a couple screws to t ighten up a door or

something, they would walk out with a couple of screws, nobody would

say nothing. Okay, you could pick them up, fuck, they waste more on
the floor than they do, and nobody would say anything. You get caught

walking out the doors of the Wayne Assembly Plant, you have committed
a federal cr ime because i t 's a federal t rade zone. We have, who's

them assholes over there at the bridge?

Customs.

We have U.S. Customs officers walking around the plant. Oh yea, the

badges on and a l l t ha t sh i t . You ge t caugh t s tea l i ng any fuck ing

th ing.
Because there are so many parts from other places?
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A Because they're not taxed unt i l i t is assembled and rol led out. Okay

so it's a free trade zone, okay, when it's put together and comes out,

t h e n t h e y ' r e t a x e d . A n d u n t i l t h e n , t h e y g o t a l l t h e s e c u s t o m ' s

people around, and that's what it is. The whole transaxle assemblies
are coming from Japan.

Q What is a transaxle?
A Transax le i s on a f ron t -whee l d r i ve au tomob i l e , i t ' s a l l one p iece .

The transmission...

Q The front-end technology is coming from Japan?

A From Japan. Oh yea, i t 's al l out of Japan. The wir ing which I forgot

w h i c h p l a n t t h e y u s e d t o . . . I t h i n k t h e y u s e d t o m a k e t h e m i n

Cal i fornia, but they star ted shipping the shi t down to Mexico about
four or five years ago, just al l scrap shit coming out. Hey what do

you expect, the workers get a buck a hour, buck and a half a hour.
What , they just went on st r ike down there, for what? a th i r ty cent
r a i s e . S o a l l t h e w i r i n g l o o m s a r e w h a t c o n t r o l a l l t h e e l e c t r i c

cu r ren t s and a l l t ha t sh i t t h rough the en t i r e veh i c l e . So you go t

t h a t . B r a z i l . . . W h a t p a r t s a r e c o m i n g o u t o f B r a z i l , o h s h i t . A h

Christ they even get parts from Argentina.

Q What do you th ink about a l l the guys and yoursel f wear ing the buy
american t-shirts, buy what you build bumper stickers, and then they

are building stuff made in...

A I th ink i t 's a joke actual ly. I can understand the i r fee l ings and how

t h e y r e l a t e . . . w e l l I ' l l g i v e y o u a r e a l q u i c k s o m e t h i n g t o r e l a t e
that to that I could relate to real easy. When I was first sent from



the Mich igan Truck Plant over to the car p lant , i t was against my

wi l l , okay, but what choice do I have? I have no ski l ls , I have no
educat ion, I have to go where there 's work . I went there and the

people on the line resented me so bad from taking one of their fellow
worker's jobs, that I was the enemy. And I thought Jesus Christ I 've

g iven s ix years to th i s fuck ing un ion , o rgan iz ing a l l th i s sh i t , fo r

what? And I 'm trying to explain to this gir l . I mean she vehemently

got in my face and told me I was a no good mother fucker for stealing
a j ob and a l l t ha t sh i t . And I made rea l l y a s tup id s ta temen t i n
defense of mysel f , I just to ld her I sa id lady, I work for the Ford

Motor Company, I don't work for any particular plant you know, it's a

big vast empire. And I think with telling her that, my eyes opened up
a l i t t l e more too because I was a lways l i ke jus t l oca l i zed in one

l i t t le p lace. I never real ized how big that fuck ing company is . And

I think when I made the statement to her, you know she just looked at,

and then I th ink someth ing went off in my head too. I sa id Jesus

Chr is t I do work for th is company. You know, and ah, then I a lso
realized too some of the stuff that I used to preach about we are all

o n e , i t r e a l l y h i t m e i n t h e a s s , t h a t y e a , I a m p a r t o f t h i s , I

really am part of this. And that, none of 'em no how vulnerable they

real ly are. Your just a. . . you're nothing there. You have no, as far
as security there's no fucking thing as security, it 's just a god damn

job.
Let's take a big step back to when you were hired in and then we will

go further back to when you were a little tot. We want to hear some
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stories about your ma, and about Missouri. When you were coming up,

where were you raised and what were some of things you did as a kid?
Wel l I ' l l take i t back. My mother and fa ther are f rom the State of

Missour i . My fa ther was a sharecropper okay. I don ' t know i f you

know what that is or not. Very hard times back in the early forties,
la te th i r t ies . Jus t recover ing f rom the depress ion tha t had h i t the

ent i re country, and then, there was nothing there. I t 's cot ton farms

and tha t ' s i t . My dad was a sharec ropper. And my mother i s the

daughter of a sharecropper. Never had a fucking pot to piss in or a
window to throw it out okay. And I mean that l i teral ly. They, I had,

a t t h a t t i m e , t h e r e w e r e fi v e c h i l d r e n i n t h e f a m i l y o k a y .

Immediately after the war there was a big boom on, and where else to
come to Mich igan where there 's p len ty o f work here . A l l the au to

factories were back in swing and everything was just going ful l t i l t .
As a matter of fact, they moved here during the war because there was

work here for folks. And so ah, my dad consequently had worked for

the Ford Motor Company for a little while at the Willow Run Bommer

Plant. I guess, I don't know because I've never asked my mother, but

I just kind of surmised that my dad being a farmer the way he was,

just couldn't hack i t , working inside l ike that. So he quit there and
worked in Detroit here for the Detroit Harbors, the boatyard. And ah,

wel l my mom, eventual ly she had nine chi ldren, I am the eighth of

nine. And ah, my dad died in December of 1948, as a matter of fact

Christmas Eve in 48 and my younger brother was born in January of 49 a

month later. My dad died of a coronary seizure at the yards over
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there. There was a lot of controversy over that . He was al ive and

they were bringing him home, and the fella's said you know he was just

se t t ing there dr ink ing , and then he sa id yea I 'm a l r igh t , and they
le f t h im s i t t i ng i n t he back sea t o f t he ca r and he d ied . I f t hey

would of brought him home, maybe he would be alive today. But ah...

Q When were you born?

I was born in 1947. I was born in February of 47. And ah, needless

to say in those years, like I said we didn't have nothing anyway, and

my mom was left with nine kids to raise and take care, and she did
i t . Worked very hard. My mother worked for almost th ir ty years for
the Board of Education. She took the only skill she had, one was with

k ids, and the other was cooking. So my mother worked for a lmost

thirty years for Westwood Board of Education as a cook. Started out
as a baker's assistant, and then, ended up after thirty years of being

in charge of a couple of schools and being the head cook. And I think

when she retired she was making a hundred and thirty dollars every two

weeks, that was in 76. Mom raised nine kids on I think paychecks that
were forty dollars every two weeks. We never had, never would accept

General Assistance, she always was too proud, and insisted that she

was able to work and take care of us. And so, that 's the chi ldhood

that I had.

Q What do you remember a Christmas like when you were a little tot?

A S h i t .

I t ' s a b i g f a m i l y, i t ' s n o t o n l y n i n e k i d s , b u t t h e y ' r e a l l b i g i n

s ize .
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A Well, because of what happened, my dad dying, I hate holidays. As a

mat ter o f fac t , my bro thers a l l . . . There 's nobody, i t ' s jus t nobody,

there 's no joy in mudvi l le a t Chr is tmas t ime. So consequent ly, the

gene ra t i on o f my ch i l d ren , and my b ro the r ' s ch i l d ren a l l o f us . . .
it 's... holidays are just a mother fucker. And ah, anyway, where were

we at?

You were telling about your mom raising...

That was. . . anybody that works wi th the school system, there 's a l l

some recess right? So there's nothing in the summer time. So mom had

to save very hard, work very hard. Mother did laundry. We planted

gardens in the yard and all that shit, and that's how we survived. We
were, at the time, my mother and father moved up here, ah, you move
where your money can take you, what money you have. Mother and dad

bought a house. Saved and paid eight hundred dollars for that house.
There was no plumbing, one l ight bulb in i t , okay? And she raised
nine kids in that house. There was still no adequate plumbing in that

house when they tore it down in 1978. But managed to raise those kids

in that house.

Q Did you think you were poor when you were growing up?

A No . Neve r d i d t h i nk I was poo r. As a ma t te r o f f ac t , I t oday t h i s

day, I look back Rick , and I t ry to figure out in the fuck she d id
i t . To th is day, I don ' t know how. My mother is s t i l l a l ive. She is

seventy-five years old, has rheumatoid arthrit is from her spine to her
a n k l e s . S h e i s j u s t l i t e r a l l y b o w e d a n d c r i p p l e d , a n d s t i l l g e t s

around probably better than I do.
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Q Great spirit?

| f p | c
' A She has a spir i t that is unbel ievable. My mom is l ike a rock. She is

* l ike a fuck ing rock. As a mat ter o f fact , my nephew just passed away

at thirty-five, in November. And my mom, we all, we know that it hit

| her hard, but she just say wel l , just because somebody lays down and
d ies , doesn ' t mean we have to . That ' s i t in a nu tshe l l . Anyway, I

(?pi
l w a s r a i s e d i n t h e c i t y o f I n k s t e r , w h i c h i s p r e d o m i n a t e l y b l a c k . I

F d o n ' t k n o w h o w i t w a s y e a r s a g o , I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r y e a r s a g o . I t ' s

always been black since.. . As I started to say on the other side, I

j r e a d s o m e w h e r e t h a t t h e C i t y o f I n k s t e r, I d o n ' t k n o w i f i t ' s t r u e o r

not, but the City of Inkster has always been there, but years ago at
i

! the Rouge complex , Henry Ford when he in t roduced a five do l la r work

p day, had gone down south and brought back a lot of black workers, and
had l oca ted them in t he C i t y o f I nks te r. I don ' t know i f i t ' s t r ue

(HIj o r n o t , I r e a d i t . I d o n ' t k n o w h o w t r u e i t i s . H e s e t u p a s t o r e
down there and promised the woman sewing machines, and did give 'em

i s

sewing machines, and give those guys five bucks a day. But you have
m D e a r b o r n , o k a y, i n t h a t b o o k i t s a y s t h a t D e a r b o r n i s f o r t h e d e a r,
i

okay the dear at heart okay, and Inkster is, well the ink, the black
! okay. F rom where we a re a t i n M issour i anyway i s . . . t he re ' s p robab ly
!_

more poverty there. Poverty doesn't know any color.
[pi
1 Q I n M i s s o u r i ?

m A In M issour i . You hear peop le ta l k abou t the sou th okay, abou t the

pre jud ice and a l l tha t sh i t . And the a rea tha t we ' re f rom I guess

! i t ' s d i f f e r e n t . I g u e s s t h a t t h e r e ' s a l l d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s d o w n t h e r e .
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Q Where in Missouri?
A I t ' s in the boo th i l l . In the S ta te o f M issour i , i f you look a t a map

it 's got l ike a boothi l l way down in the corner. I t 's Dunkl in County,
Missouri .

Q Dunk l i n?
Dunklin County.

Q How do you spell it?
A Dunkl in County. Nothing's there, except poor people t ry ing to scrape

t h e f u c k i n g d i r t t o g e t s o m e t h i n g g o i n g , t h a t ' s i t . S o a s a k i d

growing up, I was not aware of any fucking changes going on in the
w o r l d . A l l I k n e w i s t h a t I w a s a k i d . A n d d i r e c t l y a c r o s s t h e

street from me all these new homes, really nice houses. Now I look at

i t a n d i t ' s j u s t a l i t t l e f u c k i n g c r a c k e r b o x . B u t a t t h a t t i m e ,

brand new homes being built and black folks moving there. We... there

were three whi te fami l ies on our street , a l l of us just nothing, just

nothing. And these folks had everything you know. I a lways related
to that i f there was a father in the house that he could work and

provide. Strange okay. That's what I always figured you know.
Because that's what you didn't have?

Right. There was nobody, there was just my mother. Watched a lot of
shit go on. And anyway I started paying social security at ten years

o ld .

Ten years old?

Ten years old.

What was your first job?



I worked for a black fella named Bill Page in the City of Inkster who

owned a gas s ta t ion . My job , as a k id , i t was approx imate ly five

b l o c k s a w a y f r o m t h e h o u s e . I j u s t h u n g o u t t h e r e e v e r y d a y.

Final ly, the guy said you gonna work, or what are you gonna do. I

said are you giving me job? Yea. I was paid four bucks a week okay?
Then my mother come down and had said something to him, I don't know

what. I think what she said was that if your gonna work the boy, pay

his you know. Because i t was so important for her to pay that tax
because of my dad and her being part of it when it was instituted my

the government. She said if you're gonna work 'em pay his you know...

so I started pay social secur i ty when I was ten years old. So that

was he did, he boosted my pay to five bucks a week and took a dollar.

B u t I . . . s h i t t e n y e a r s o l d . C h r i s t .
What did you do?

I changed tires. I'd jack the cars up and change tires and pump gas.

Did oil changes. Ten years old.

Were you a big kid then?

A N o t r e a l l y. I w a s p r o b a b l y. . .

Q Because all the kids in the family are over six feet right.
A Around ten years old, I was probably around five-seven, or five-eight

somewhere in there.

What about school when you were ten years old? What do you remember

about school? Did you go to school and then went to work after?

Yea, during the fall when school started I'd go to school and get out

of school and on the way home from school I would just stop at the gas
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stat ion. I worked there unt i l I was fifteen years old.

Q The same gas station? What kind of guy was Mr. Page?
A B i l l Page was f r om M iss i ss ipp i . H im and h i s w i f e , Ann ie , h i s w i f e

Annie was his second wife. Don't know much about his first family,

but h is second fami ly, he had two chi ldren. There was Sandra and
Dennis that were h is ch i ldren f rom that marr iage. And ah, Annie. . .

Now in retrospect, I look back, Page must have been alot older than

her okay. But he never appeared to be old you know.

Q When you're a little kid you don't know age.
A He was a hust ler, he had the gas stat ion, he played the harmonica,

p a i n t e d c a r s . D i d a n y t h i n g w i t h t h e c a r s y o u c o u l d t h i n k o f y o u
know. I was qui te impressed with that you know. I thought the guy

w a s a g e n i u s y o u k n o w. I w a s i m p r e s s e d . B i l l w o u l d s h i t i f t h e

student become the teacher. Well, I thought that I was smarter than
he was at fif teen, and at fif teen I was st i l l working for five fucking

do l la rs a week . The mother fucker, he wou ldn ' t g i ve me no more

money. At that point, see I was well fuck, I was doing anything with
an automobile you could think of, trans... you know, anything.

Q What does that mean anything? What did you do?

A I was rebui lding motors, I was.. .

Q People that will read this don't know anything about cars.
A Wel l a t the age o f fi f teen, I p rogressed f rom a ten year o ld k id to

just, and I don't know where I got the knowledge from I just did it.
I t jus t come to me. From dra in ing the o i l out and changing fi l ters

and putting oil back in and ah, that I progressed my way up by
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watching to learning how to do a tune-up on a car. And ah, from then

you know it 's what the drive trains were, changing clutches and just
d i f ferent th ings, rebui ld ing t ransmiss ions and shi t . I was doing th is

b y t h e a g e o f fi f t e e n . A n d I w o u l d s t i l l g o t o s c h o o l . W e l l , a t

fi f teen, I got the guts up, I sa id I wanted a ra ise. And h is words
were that you're too big for me to take care of now, go find yourself

a job that's gonna pay you that forty dollars a week that you want. I

look back, I was probably making him a hell of a lot more than forty

dollars a week. Well, I never thought that Page exploited me because
I always thought he was good to me you know. I never really thought

about i t you know. But then, at that point i t pissed me off that he

wou ldn ' t g ive me a . . . a l l I wan ted was a th i r t y -five do l la r a week

raise. But I would take that money and give it to my mother. Anyhow,

I got mad and told him I quit. I mean I got a thing about when I get

pissed off, I stay pissed off for a long t ime. Well, I went to school
and a t s i x t een yea rs o l d . Oh sh i t I used t o go . The re ' s a b l ack

n igh t c lub , very famous over here in Det ro i t , no t Baker ' s (? ) , i t ' s
the other that's ah. At that age, I used to go down there and watch

him perform with a harmonica and stuff, and I'm the only white person

in the place you know. So I was never afraid. I never knew that fear

I another race. Never exper ienced tha t in my l i fe okay. Qu i te the

contrare I was always accepted. And I guess, you know I look back and

it's because of where I grew you know. But we had our differences and
I told him I wanted that raise and he wouldn't give me that raise. So

I said okay. And I think what he was telling me that I was just

W)



getting up I had to find some work. Fifteen fucking years old okay by

th is t ime. And I con t inued to go to schoo l . I d idn ' t l i ke schoo l . I

guess I was a t rouble, you know, I hated school . I d idn ' t l ike the

f u c k i n g t e a c h e r s , I ' d fi g h t w i t h t h e t e a c h e r s . I ' d s k i p s c h o o l , I ' d
do a l l k i nds o f r o t t en sh i t . I neve r d i d any c r ime okay, I wasn ' t

t h a t t y p e o f p e r s o n . I j u s t a h , j u s t f e l t t r a p p e d o k a y . I j u s t

wanted to be out in the world. When I think about it now, fuck you

been working since you were ten years old, I guess it would be what,

f u c k i n g b o r k i n g s i t t i n g i n a c l a s s r o o m y o u k n o w. I j u s t c o u l d n ' t
relate to any of the kids. Never played any sports. Just...

What did you do? What did you and your friends do when you were in

high school?
Oh shit man, back then it was... the big fucking thing was drinking.

Shit man, we would drink beer and get all fucked up on a bottle of

beer you know. Hang out on the streets until midnight you know. Just

playing kick the can and fucking off and doing nothing. Girls weren't
o n m y m i n d , n o t h i n g . J u s t b u l l s h i t t i n g a r o u n d t h a t ' s a l l . I t ' s a

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t t o d a y. T h e k i d s a t fi f t e e n , s i x t e e n y e a r s o l d w i l l

k i l l your ass.

What's the difference. We went to see Tin Man. Did you see the movie

Tin Man? I t 's a fantast ic fi lm about . . .

The r ipo f f a r t i s t .

The aluminum siding. But i t 's much more the cul ture of these hard

working guys trying to do a hustle and trying to make some money.

They made money on that shit.
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Q And how they... you know they have these terr ible relat ionships. This

guy had a terrible relationship with his wife, but he doesn't beat her

phys ica l ly. He doesn ' t get drunk, he doen ' t do coke. In fac t , a f ter
hanging out and having a terrible scene at work for a few days, he

comes home and takes orange juice out of the refrigerator. You know,

he just had a dr ink of orange juice. Whereas now, i f you had that

scene, you know, it would be a whole bottle of scotch, or it would be

some coke or something. When you say they would kill you now, why do

you say it was different, you grew up in tough time?
A We'd get into fights and shit you know. Fuck it was just who was the

toughest kid you know. And there was always one in every neighborhood
okay. And in our neighborhood it was a guy named Billy Douglas. Well

fuck, he was l ike a bul l you know. I 'd t ry. I 'd t ry to whip h is ass

man, he'd make mince meat out of me every fucking time I'd turn around

okay. But you know, that was my buddy. You know there was no malice
i n y o u r h e a r t t o k i l l a n y b o d y. C h r i s t y o u n e v e r e v e n t h o u g h t o f

kill ing anybody. Now, these kids today, I don't know what we've done
to 'em. And I say we, because we're responsible for these kids now.

Christ the biggest thing you know, I guess when I was doing that shit

man, I just wanted to be out in the streets. You know I always felt
that that was were everything was at you know. Even though there

w a s n ' t s h i t o u t t h e r e y o u ' d fi n d y o u r s e l f s t a n d i n g o n t h e s t r e e t

corner you know just sit t ing shucking and j iving with somebody. You
know that was the big extent you know, oh it's eleven o'clock got to

go. I t ' s jus t l i ke the Bi l l Cosby, i t ' s e leven o 'c lock, I got to go
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home you know, and that was it you know. At that age and now, I mean

honest to god you see a kid today fifteen years old, and not all kids
are this way, I 'm not saying that, probably back when I was sixteen

years o ld , the badest asses around come out o f southwest Detro i t

okay. And there was a gang of 'em there. Of course we always thought
the inner ci ty kids were tough and al l that shit . Wel l they were no

d i f fe rent than us . They were jus t a l i t t le more c lose kn i t than we

were.

Q They were white and Chicano kids?
A Ye a . Yo u k n o w, j u s t k i d s . We l l t h e y w o u l d d r i v e o u t h e r e i n t o . . .

which was the suburbs, I didn't know a fucking suburb back then. They

would drive way out here to fuck with us you know. And everybody man,

i t was just. Oh shit the fights I . . . down into the park. And I guess

you would call 'em a rumble okay, and that was it. But it was just,
i t was more running for your fucking l i fe thinking somebody's gonna

cut your head off , than i t was anything. You might, now I 'm talking

fifteen and sixteen years old.

Q This was around 1963, 1964.
A Yea . We l l j u s t a l i t t l e . . . t he t imes j us t be fo re Kennedy was k i l l ed

okay. I mean the big event was to go down into the park with a jug of

fucking Mogan David, drink that till you got pukey fucking drunk, blow

your g rocer ies a l l over the p lace , a t e leven o 'c lock t r y ing to find

your fucking way through the park and walk maybe ten, fifteen blocks
back to your house. There was vir tual ly no.. . I mean there was no

crime like there is now. I mean you could do shit like that you
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just the fact that I was considered one of the bad asses from the
other side of the tracks you know, I don't know you know. But I tend

to think that the cr ime just wasn't . . . people just wasn't . . .
How many friends did you have that were killed when you were a kid?

Oh, well now when I got into the teen years now, it got into different

because at that t ime you were gett ing into the sixt ies. Drugs come

m o u t i n t h e s i x t i e s y o u k n o w. To b e h o n e s t w i t h y o u , a t s i x t e e n m y

goal was man you got to have some money you know. And I wasn't a
c rook okay. You go t t o work . So I h i red i n . . . I wen t ove r t o t he

Pepsi-Cola Company, they built a bottling plant out there off of Beechto
Daly. I went over there, l ied to them, told them I was seventeen. I

np) got a job. And ah, I worked for them, oh Chr is t , four or five years .

How old was I? Yea, I worked longer than that. I worked for them for

about seven years.

Q Sixteen to twenty-two?
A I was twenty-two years old.

m Q When you went to Nam?
A I was twenty-three when I went to Nam.

P Q R e a l l y ?
A Yea. I was an old man when I went to Nam. I worked for them, made

damn good money, but I didn't know it. Because what had happened, our

m society is so fucked up, and I was so stupid and naive, even though my
mother raised us, I didn't know shit. Now a kid at sixteen years old

m has probably been with everybody and there fucking brother, and far as
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sleeping with 'em okay. I was sixteen years old and had never even
kissed a girl okay. You know, I look at my sons now, and you know

Stimey's(?) the same damn way, his mind is on basketbal l and just

p lay ing i t . And ah, he 's n ine teen okay. I mean, I guess tha t ' s an

oddity, i t 's a rarity I guess I don't know.
Q You started to publicize part of what's going on?
A What had happened with me was, and I can say this now because I've

been in therapy fo r fuck ing fi f teen years to figure i t ou t . I met a

gir l up on Michigan Avenue who worked in the restaurant. She was
three years older than myself. I was sixteen, she was nineteen. And

ah, one th ing led to another and I had sex wi th her and she was

pregnant. And I bel ieved and was raised that this is your chi ld you
take... you made your bed, you lay in it that's what it amounted to.

You d id i t , i t ' s your respons ib i l i t y. So a t s i x teen , I was a fa ther.

At the age of sixteen. Fuck, and that's when I went to work for the

Peps i -Cola Company, I was mak ing. . . A t that t ime I th ink I was. . .
t h i s was i n t he ea r l y s i x t i e s , t h i s was i n s i x t y - f ou r r i gh t? I was

making two hundred fif ty dol lars a week wi th them. Because I was

working with a guy, Tom Moody, nice guy, who later worked with Jimmy
Hoffa as h is body guard. And ah, one th ing led to another, I was

given a job as a salesman. Where did they give me a job at, Southwest
D e t r o i t , a l l t h e b l a c k s , n o w h i t e g u y s w o u l d g o t h e r e . I t d i d n ' t

bother me, i t was jus t a fuck ing job you know. I never. . . aga in , I
wasn' t even th inking th is is b lack or whi te or anything, th is is just

a fucking job. It was a very lucrative business over there. You
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know, I'd leave work from my mother's house, now I was still living at

my mother's house, I'd walk to work at the Pepsi-Cola Company, and...
'cause I d idn ' t have no money. I 'm making a l l th is fucking money,
but I didn't have no money because at the end of the week I would give

these checks t o t he mo the r o f my ch i l d . I d i dn ' t keep a f uck i ng

penny.
You weren't married yet?

No. I got married when I was eighteen. Never kept a fucking penny.

I walked to work, drove the god damn trucks all day long. Worked my

ass off t i l l three thirty in the afternoon, bring i t back, do my count

out, give 'em the money. At four o'clock, I 'd walk down the rai lroad
tracks from the Pepsi Cola Company to John Daly to Pioneer Detroit,

m w h i c h w a s a m e t a l f a b r i c a t i n g s h o p . A n d I ' d w o r k i n t h e r e u n t i l
L m i d n i g h t , g o h o m e , s l e e p , s t a r t i t a l l o v e r a g a i n . I d i d t h a t f o r t w o

P y e a r s a n d n e v e r k e p t a f u c k i n g p e n n y. W h a t a f u c k i n g a s s h o l e , n o

shit. What an asshole. My mother, here's my mother, whom gave so

I much to me tha t I wasn ' t even t h i nk ing abou t he r. Those we re some
« years that you know, just for that hard work, I cou ld have helped her

l i f e o k a y, b u t I d i d n ' t . T h e g u i l t , t h e s i n , y o u k n o w t h e w h o l e

P fucking shot . And the money then, the woman that I was. . . hey man I

was ge t t i ng l a id , t ha t had to be l ove man . I t wasn ' t sh i t , i t was

j j u s t s e x , a n d I w a s t o o f u c k i n g d u m b t o k n o w i t . B u t I a l w a y s
« considered mysel f to be an honorable person so I you know, th is sh i t

went on for two fucking years. I figured well, I guess we better get

P marr ied. On the day that I got marr ied Rick, her mother and father

rtR
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drove her to Detroit at the Federal Court House, I took a bus from

Inkster, met them at the fucking court house, got married, they left,
I got back on the bus and went back home.

Q You didn't go live together or done nothing?
A N o .

Q Then you had two more kids with Delores?

A H a d t w o m o r e c h i l d r e n a f t e r t h a t , b u t t o o k p l a c e a f t e r t h a t . I

s t a r t e d p u t t i n g t w o a n d t w o t o g e t h e r. I s a i d n o w w a i t a f u c k i n g

minute, I'm making the money, you know, I don't even have a fucking

shirt to wear okay. And my mother, because my mother harping on me,

she said you're a damn fool. But she never would tell me not to do it

though. You're a damn fool. Because my mother was raised, you're a
man you're... she keeps telling me you're a damn fool you know. And

I would say what. But she would never tell me anything.

Q She wouldn't tel l you what to do. After cal l ing you a fool. . .
A Th is b ig fuck ing mys te ry o f the un iverse . . . te l l me sh i t , what am I

doing? And nobody would say anyth ing you know. I s tar ted p iec ing
this shi t together. Now let me remind you now, th is g i r l is running

a r o u n d i n a b r a n d n e w c a r, t h e y ' r e l i v i n g i n t h e C i t y o f Ta y l o r.

That's where all the rick people are right?

Q Taylor was r ich?
A Yea in my mind.

Q Compared to Inkster.
A F u c k , w h e r e I l i v e d a t , y o u s a w w h e r e I l i v e d a t . Ye a f u c k i f I

walked in your house and there was carpet and paint on the walls, man
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I was impressed you know. Because I had grown up the way I did, I had

the mentality that I was a nobody. And ah, this shit just went on you

know.

Q I don't really need to talk about Delores. You had three children.

A Three ch i ldren. My firs t ch i ld was born deaf and for Chr is t sakes I
created an imperfect child and the guilt that comes with that is why I

d i d w h a t I d i d . I . . . t o t h i s d a y, I d o n ' t k n o w w h e r e t h a t . . . i f i t

was on my side or where it come from. I just pieced things together,

I figured wel l god damn i t , i f I 'm doing the work, I should at least

benefit some of this shit. And I realized at that t ime, you know, the

b r a i n s t a r t s c l i c k i n g I ' m s t i l l l i v i n g a t m y m o t h e r h o u s e . M y

mother 's st i l l feeding me, I 'm doing nothing to help her. I said this

sh i t a in ' t r igh t you know. I guess i t ' s t ime to go you know. So I

j u s t t o l d h e r, I s a i d e i t h e r w e fi n d a p l a c e t o l i v e t o g e t h e r, o r
e l s e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e m a r r i a g e o n l y. . . I o n l y l i v e d w i t h h e r f o r

less than th ree years . And ou t o f tha t come th ree ch i ld ren okay.

Legally, I was married to her for seven years. But I only l ived with
her for three years. During our marriage, part of the seven years, is

when I discovered that this... my mind just started opening up to too

much sh i t you know. I , I , I , fi rs t I figu red I was en t i t l ed to th i s ,
I w o r k e d f o r t h i s s h i t . A n d w i t h t h a t m e n t a l i t y, I ' m e n t i t l e d t o a

lo t more you know. I a lways l iked to dr ink . . . Wel l le t 's put i t th is

way, I always l iked to bul lshi t because dr inking was having a good
time and I always associated I was entitled to a fucking good time you

know. Well, one of the first things I ever bought myself, was a



40

motorcyc le. Never bought a car, I bought a fuck ing motorcyc le. An
old Harley Davison. And back then, I was always a good mechanic

okay. So everybody used to come to me and have me work on there
fucking bikes, and these guys from the Hiway Men motorcycle club. I
started running with a bike club okay. A lot of fun, these were guys

my own age... it was the same as when I was a kid, out there shucking
and j iv ing you know, just having a good fucking t ime. I don' t th ink

of hur t ing anybody you know. Wel l these guys were some ser ious

criminals you know. I mean these fuckers would shoot you in a minute

you know. And I thought fuck this you know. But first one thing led
to another, I broke away from those guys and just like with Page, okay

you mother fuckers if I can't get what I want here, I' l l start my own
club, which I did. Now there's a group running around on the other
side of the town and they're st i l l in existence cal led the Scorpians.

They're running around over there. Me and my brother started that.
And ah, well...

Q What is your best memory of being in a motorcycle gang?
A You know what I think the best part was, the since of accomplishment

that I was able to organize something and do something. I finally did

someth ing . I t wasn ' t much, and I regre t do ing i t to th is day, tha t
look what I 've done. I mean your talking guys now that. . . That shit

over those few years, I mean the t ime real ly started flying for me.

That's when LSD was on the fucking streets and a lot of the chemicals

and the hippies in Ann Arbor, you know. I didn't even know what a

fucking hippy was okay. I just didn't know what it was you know. I'm
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living in my own little world you know. But I was introduced to some
freaks out there in Ann Arbor. And at the same t ime they had this
s h i t g o i n g o n i n D e t r o i t w i t h P l u m S t r e e t y o u k n o w. T h a t w a s

D e t r o i t ' s . . .

Q Greenwich Vil lage?

A Yea, more or less, yea. Leather shops and candle shops, and these you

now flipped out people running around there. Well fuck, that was open

game for us you know. We'd go to Ann Arbor and sell these kids drugs
o u t t h e r e a n d I ' d y o u k n o w. I t ' s j u s t a c i d , f u c k , I ' d t a k e i t w i t h

'em i t d idn ' t make no d i f fe rence you know. I 'd get a l l fucked up,

w igged ou t and sh i t , and un fo r tuna te ly I was s t i l l work ing fo r the

Pepsi-Cola Company. And ah, I was twenty-two years old okay, and the

marr iage wasn ' t sh i t you know. Fuck I d idn ' t even cons ider mysel f
married, I never entered into as an adult, didn't know what an adult

relationship was okay...

Q Twenty-two, this was 1969?
A Well , in 1968 okay, we were sett ing at this house over in Dearborn.

You know, fuck i t j us t go t to where every n igh t a l l I d id was s i t

a round smok ing d rugs and d r ink ing beer and fuck ing a round w i th

somebody's woman you know. I never got to do it before, so I'm gonna
make up for lost time. And I was, I was picked the highest dude you

ever saw in the truck plant right. I don't know. Think back, who was

always h igh. Wine, you Wine, a lways fucked up r ight . Wine wasn' t

shit, 'cause I was like that all... I would come out the fucking door,
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I couldn' t even stand up r ight . And I 'm s i t t ing there one night and

what happened was, my brother, his bike had broke down and ah, he come

w\ down t he s t r ee t . He bus t i n t he doo r, and a l l I r emember i s some
mother fucker pul led a gun on me. I said gun fuck. I went out the

door, I was going to avenge my younger brother right? Needless to say

my brother didn't tel l me he'd gone down there and threw a fucking
brick through their window. So I walked down there in a drunken haze

and stepped on their property, and all I remember is somebody cracked

me across my head. Well when I woke up, Dearborn Heights Police had

me handcuffed to a fuck ing bumper of a car r ight . Told me not to

move, wacked me a couple of more t imes across the head. And I 'm

sit t ing there screaming that I wanted my fucking r ights and al l th is
shit. And I didn't know that my brother and Ray and all those guys

had gone in the house and beat the shit out of everybody in the house

okay. And I was the only one there. They had me. I had trespassed
onto the i r pr iva te proper ty. Wel l , I los t my fuck ing job f rom Peps i

over that shit. I was locked up in jai l . And ah, Tom Moody tr ied to

get me out of there. You know they put a fif ty-five thousand dol lar
bond on me. We didn't have five thousand dollars, are you shitting me

to put up ten percent. So that's when I copped a plea at that time,

there was something called a Michigan Youth Act for people under the

a g e o f t w e n t y - fi v e . I p r o m i s e d t o g o i n t o t h e a r m e d s e r v i c e s . I

« d i d n ' t k n o w t h e r e w a s a f u c k i n g V i e t n a m . A l l t h i s t i m e t h a t f u c k i n g
shit's going on, I did not know it was in Vietnam.

PO In 1968?

HD

^

M
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A Yea. In 1968 I was. . .

Q I t was ei ther ja i l or the service. I would ei ther have to face a jury

by tr ia l on felonious assault wi th intent to ki l l which carr ies two to
five years. Just over get t ing h i t in the head you know. I was just

at the r ight p lace at the wrong t ime. And ah, I sa id yea, fuck I ' l l

do anything get me out of this god damm place. I mean, I'm sitting up

there on murderer's row you know. I thought shit, let me out of this

place. So I got out of it, I copped a plea and I ah, they carried me
there to the recru i ter 's o ffice over there a t For t Wayne. You know

the one on Fort Street, or Jefferson.

Q You were in the service from when to when?
A W e l l , I w a s a c t u a l l y i n V i e t n a m s i x t y - n i n e a n d s e v e n t y . B u t i t

overlaps year, you had a twelve-month tour. I didn' t finish my tour,
because I got my.. . I was shot through the hip with a fif ty cal iber.

I fe l l and we had l inked up wi th the firs t ca lv. That 's mechanized

equipment, it was a tank. Tank drove up.
Q Your own tank?
A One of ours, yea. That's own I survived. Finally got out of there*.

Q What's the hardest memory you have about Nam?
A The hardest?

Q Ye a .
A Well, I don't know if that's important to the book or not.

Q Well what is important is what Nam meant to you. It doesn't have to
be the hardest.

A Believe it or not, when I went there, I thought well this is my hour



44

of redemption. If I can make good hear, I 've cleared any wrong that

I ' ve done. I rea l l y be l ieve tha t . How fuck ing na ive I was, I mean

when you look back at now, how fucking naive, stupid. To this day, I
don ' t . . . when I come back , I spen t t ime a t t he Fo r t Hood Texas

Rehabil i tat ion learning how to walk and shit . When I got out of the

s e r v i c e , I w a s . . . T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p , I h a v e t o g o b a c k , I h a d

a c t u a l l y r e i n l i s t e d f o r s i x m o r e y e a r s . J u s t . . . I w a s s e n t a D e a r

John letter over there okay, meaning that ah, this woman, and the only

reason... you see some of the reasons were that I went there I said,

get a l l th is shi t behind me, get my record c lean and al l that shi t ,
and maybe I can make this marriage work. Well while I was there, I

was sent a Dear John let ter that shi t a in ' t gonna work b lah, b lah,

blah. My fucking mind snapped Jack. I mean I 'm gonna fucking ki l l

you when I get my hands on your ass. That urge was so great in me
that I went... we used to come back in out of the fields and go to a

stand on. Stand on was a realively secure area. And they also had a

recrui ter there. I f you wanted to change your job, you want to get

out these. . . I was a combat so ld ier, you know I wasn' t no fuck ing

clerk or nothing I was in combat. Most guys went back and reinlisted

to get the fuck out of l ine of fire, they didn't want to be there. So

they would take the truck driving jobs or whatever. I went back and
reinl isted for six more fucking years just to get thirty days leave of

absence. I'll come back to this same fucking area, the same job, just

give me thirty days leave of absence. They give it to me. I was put
on a fucking plane, come home, I went to my mother's house. Sit there

fpi
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for two days, in silence, freaked my mother and them out okay. They

d i d n ' t k n o w w h a t t h e f u c k t o d o . I f t h e y t a l k e d t o m e , I j u s t . . .

Wai t ing, my ex-wi fe, I ca l led her f rom Fort Louis, Washington, to ld
her I was coming in. Her response was you should of told me, I have

plans to go to Tennessee with my father okay. No problem, I' l l wait.
I went to Metro Airport, somebody spit in my fucking face out there

and I kicked their fucking ass. 'Cause I had my uniform on. When I

come through the airport, I got into a cab and wen to my mother's

house and I sat there for two days, and my ex-wife pulled up, with the

chi ldren in the car, and I didn' t even ask no quest ions. I went out

there and yanked her out of the car and beat the living shit right out

of her, all over the fucking road, just kicked her ass up and down the

street and everything. My mother had cal led the pol ice on the me.

The pol ice in term cal led the mil i tary pol ice from Sulfr ige Air Force

Base and they come out and busted me. I didn't even get my fucking

t h i r t y d a y s . I w a s t a k e n b a c k b y m i l i t a r y p o l i c e , p u t b a c k t o

Kentucky, Kentucky back on out.
Q When you were in Nam, you were a Raider?
A Yea, I was with the 75th.

Q Just give me a real brief thing, it doesn't have to be a big thing?
A Wel l again, money being a mot ivator, I never paid at tent ion to what

t h e f u c k I w a s d o i n g . I j u s t k e p t v o l u n t e e r i n g a n d v o l u n t e e r i n g .

Before I left the United States I was an Airborne Raider. Now they're
ca l led F l igh t Assau l t Teams and sh i t they go t d i f fe ren t names fo r

them. Some people might relate to 'em as a Paratrooper. But I was
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w i t h t h e 7 5 t h I n f a n t r y I w e n t o u t a s a L o n g R a n g e r C o n s t a n c e

Patro lman. I just . . . i t was just another job. I just d id my job.
m Q Whey you came out in 19 what year?

A I was released December 24, 1970.
(Pi
j Q When did you hire in at the truck plant?

A One year later. December 9, 1971. I was discharged from the United
ip)

States Army on...

m Q You hired in two days after me?

A You got more seniority than me.

! Q Two days. Let's go back to the plant here. How did you end up at the
truck plant?

I A Twenty -five years a f te r my dad d ied , I was re leased. I t ' s i ron ic you

m know. And on Chr is tmas Eve, I was by mysel f again. Nobody there to
I

greet me, nothing. I come back, I apologized to my wife for what I
F had done. Told her I d idn ' t know why I d id i t , which I d id I was very

angry okay, but I l ied I said that I didn' t know why I did i t . I had
(Pi

a lot of anger in me that I didn't even know where that anger was

p c o m i n g f r o m . B u t I k n o w n o w. I t o o k i t o u t o n a l o t p e o p l e f o r a
long t ime a f te r tha t . And a year la ter, I s t i l l was invo lved in th is

P r e l a t i o n s h i p . D i e h a r d f u c k e r , I j u s t , a t t h a t p o i n t , I s a i d n o t h e
L

responsib i l i ty is mine, I have to make th is work. I t wasn' t work ing
man, I got a job shortly after I got out of the service for the C & 0

m Ra i l road as a wha t they ca l l a c le rk . Some type o f c le rk , I checked
1 the fue l in these re f r igera t ion cars tha t come over to Dearborn yards

P close to the Rouge Plant you know. Checking that, I ended up having
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to drive back and forth to a place cal led Bel levue, Ohio. I did this

sh i t f o r a yea r and I was mak ing no money a t a l l . Then , i n t he

meantime, this fucking marriage is just going to shit, r ight down the
tubes. You know I... this is nuts. So I got a job at the Ford Motor

Company r igh t . I was pu t on the a f te rnoon sh i f t . I t was qu i te an

experience because I had never worked inside like that, never. Never

man, when I went in there, i t was so fucking crazy, I said ah shi t
man. I have to do this to survive. But ah...

Q When you hired in at the plant, what were some of the relationships?
A Well the first thing I saw, you know I hadn't been out of the mil i tary

too long okay. And the p lace is run in a mi l i tary fashion. Meaning

t h a t t h e r e a r e c a p t a i n s , e x e c u t i v e o f fi c e r s , t h e r e a r e a c t u a l . . .

O k a y, b y b e i n g a c o m b a t s o l d i e r t h e r e ' s a l w a y s o f fi c e r s t o t a k e

responsibi l i ty on paper, but they don't do anything they just. . . Okay
in my eyes as I looked a t i t , I saw th is is noth ing but a mi l i ta ry

organization. Because you got your chain of command right on down to
do this dippy fucking line foreman right. Who is nothing more than a

guy just l ike yourself who is never gonna go any place. He doesn't
know i t , bu t he ' s t he re f o r t he res t o f h i s f uck ing l i f e r i gh t . Bu t

he's got an at t i tude that 's he bet ter and al l th is shi t . So I figured

well fuck i t . I can survive in this. I 've survived worse you know.

Q Why did you get involved in the union and the newsletter?

A Because of prior involvement with the Vietnam Veteran's Against War,
which is now part of the establ ishment. I real ized at that t ime, and

prior to that, that I was part of the fucking problem that was going



""SI
48

on in the wor ld . I had vo lun teered more o r less to go there and

without even questioning anything, I went and did a job against people
who didn't even have a chance. You know as far as our weaponary and

they just didn't have a chance. They did, in essence they have their
freedom from the oppression from the rest of the world now they can

grow at their own pace, but at that t ime, they were fight ing a civi l
wa r i n t ha t coun t r y. And I d i dn ' t know wha t t hose t e rms we re , I

didn't know none of that shit . Al l I knew is that I was there and I

did a lot of damage to a lot of people. Not only myself, but you take

that by thousands of people that we just destroyed a country. Even

though we didn't, there was no ah, like in World War II, there was no

signing of agreements with or anything with 'em that we had won. But
we destroyed a fucking country. Had our congress ever of declared war

on tha t count ry, we cou ld o f fuck ing ann ih i la ted tha t count ry in a

matter of hours. But thanks to the rest of the world, there was some

san i ty okay. Through po l i t i ca l s t rugg le , they ga ined the i r f reedom.
But I again, got invovled with the V.A.W. and I knew somewhat of what

organizing was and what had to be done and all that shit, and so, when
I w e n t t o w o r k i n t h e p l a n t I fi g u r e d w e l l I g o t t o g e t m y s h i t

together here you know. And I saw these guys running around who
claimed to be fight ing for th is guy and that guy and al l they were

was a populari ty contest of who could run their mouths the fastest.

Ah fuck I can do that shit, I can shuck and jive with the best of 'em.

Fuck I did it too. I was... befriended a few of 'em okay. And again,

my personality of growing up were I grew up at, I could relate to
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black fo lks bet ter than I could the whi te people okay. I t was just ,

ah, I don ' t know a char isma or someth ing about me that was just
a t t r a t i v e . I s t i l l g e t t h a t t o t h i s d a y. I ' m c o n s t a n t l y q u e s t i o n e d ,
how many black people are in your family? Me. It's just been, and so

I was open to that wor ld of pol i t ics and I knew what unions were

because as a k id when I worked fo r Peps i -Co la I knew wha t the

Teamsters were. I told you ah, Jimmy Hoffa, you know this big union

figure this awesome man you know. So I knew what it was.
Q Do you think you accomplished anything as a union committee man and

then a union bargaining commmittee man right?

A Y e a .

Q Do you think you accomplished anything?
A N o .

Q How has the union changed?
A Did I accomplish anything?

Q And how have the issues changed, have you accomplihsed anything, what

did you quit?
A Why did I quit? Because at that t ime, there was another gangster in

the fucking place, Al Brown. This man was no more a union man than

Roger Smith okay. He was there solely to benefit for himself and what
he could steal. And he had a network of thieves around okay. He's a

very corrupt man. He was just a gangster. What I call a gangster. I
bel ieve the man would ki l l you. I real ly do okay. I bel ieve the man

would blow you away. And I say that f rom the exper ience of being

around people that have done shit like that. And I believe with all
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of my heart that that man would of either killed me or killed or some

of them guys, so I said fuck i t . I was actual ly afraid of that man,

you guys didn't know that. I was afraid of that son of a bi tch. But
I was damned bound and determined not to let him fuck me over or

anybody around me, because I believed in the principles of what we
were doing. And I figured well , i f I gotta die for causes...

Q What were the principles that you believed in when you got active with

the union and the rank and file newsletter?

A Aga in , re la t ing i t back to how I g rew up, I a lways. . . I s t i l l be l ieve

t o t h i s d a y, t h a t p e o p l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y, w e a r e a v e r y w e a l t h y

country, there's enough wealth to spread around this country so that
we could a l l l ive good. Now I don' t mean we'd a l l be mi l l ionai res,

but I mean that we could eliminate you know, health care, education,

j o b s , w o r k f o r e v e r y b o d y. E v e r y b o d y c o u l d b e p r o d u c t i v e i n t h i s

society, okay. And these are fucking things that I bel ieve we should

automat ica l ly have, but we don ' t because of the way i t ' s run. The
d o l l a r r u n s e v e r y t h i n g . A n d I b e l i e v e t h a t i f I g o t i n t h e r e , a t

least I could help protect what somebody fought for. 'Cause I was a

fi g h e r a n d I a m a fi g h t e r . I d i d n ' t k n o w t h a t t h e s h i t t y f u c k i n g

games of pol i t ics. The dirty mother fuckers that are involved in that
shit , that can just eat you al ive. I was so god damn naive I didn't
even know about that shit. And that's all the fuck there is...

Q Do you think that the union weren't committed or dedicated?
A N o t a t a l l . N o t a t a l l . N o t a t a l l .

Q Do you this it has changed over the fifteen years you have been there?
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same fucking thing.
Well what has changed in the plant?

W h a t ' s c h a n g e d i n t h e p l a n t ? I ' l l t e l l y o u w h a t ' s c h a n g e d i n t h e

plant, the ah, Ford Motor Company has... they have created what you
know as the I.E. or E.I. whatever the fuck it is.

Q Te l l me abou t i t and t e l l me wha t you t h i nk abou t i t , and how i t
functions in your plant?

A W h a t i s i t ? I t ' s a w a y o f . . . I ' l l t e l l y o u w h a t i t i s . I t ' s a w a y o f

the un ion get t ing in the fuck ing midd le o f what the un ion. . . i t ' s a

way of the company getting in the middle of the fucking union's work,
or what the union is supposed to be responsible for. And the union is

a l l t h e s e p e o p l e o k a y. I t ' s e v e r y b o d y i n t h e p l a n t . A n d I ' m n o t

talking about the elected people they have to patrol or police what we
have. They have come up with bri l l iant fucking idea of let 's get the

employees involved. It 's the same shit in the fucking army Rick. You
take a no nothing fucking private out there, and you tell him, you're

in charge, this son of a bitch will do everything in his fucking power

to ge t these guys to do someth ing . And i t ' s exac t l y wha t they 've

done. You g ive these fucking morons th is job here, and I 'm te l l ing

you guys with twenty, twenty-five years senior i ty eat ing that shi t up
like nobody's business.

Q What do they do?
What do they do? They come in and te l l you oh the company, the

company took us over here to... on a tour on the Rossenville Plant and
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they go t a sa lad ba r i n t he ca fe te r i a . We ' re gonna figh t f o r t ha t
s a l a d b a r. S a l a d b a r ! I ' m s e r i o u s . I ' m s e r i o u s . T h e y t h i n k o k a y

the company give 'em a fucking salad bar. You remember that strike we
had over there . We p icke ted the k i t chen. They don ' t g ive a fuck ,

we... how long did we shut that kitchen down, a week, two weeks some

shi t l ike that . That d idn ' t even fuck ing phase 'em, because they ' re

subsidized by the Ford Motor Company. The company comes back and

says , we l l f uck i t , g i ve t hese guys a sa l ad ba r. These guys a re

runn ing around l ike fuck ing peacocks, the i r feathers are out here .

They've accompl ished something, they got a fucking salad bar. The

company 's l i s ten ing to us , and the un ion d idn ' t ge t i t f o r us . I 'm

s i t t i n g t h e r e t h i n k i n g , y o u s t u p i d m o t h e r f u c k e r s . Yo u d u m b
bastards. . .

What do you think it means to the future of the working person?

What do I think it means for the...

This is the new Japanese reaction?

It actually works you know that.

What does it mean?

Well, not only that, the Swedish have something similar to the Japs

and the Japs adapted theirs from the Swedes okay. There were teams

that went together and worked on those cars over there, what the Volvo

o r wha teve r i t i s . And t he Japs go t smar te r, t hey go t smar t and

s t a r t e d w a t c h i n g t h e m , a n d t h e y. . . o f c o u r s e t h a t ' s t h e i r w h o l e

c u l t u r e i s d i f f e r e n t t h a n o u r s o k a y. T h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o i n c o r p o r a t e

that shit on an American basis, the American way. Okay and the
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American way is corruption.

Q Say more.
A Because you take.. . Harry Bennett, you know who Harry Bennett was

r igh t?

Q The guy from Ford.
A From Ford Motor Company, fucking goon squad. He told the own man

fucking fif ty years ago, g ive these mother fuckers what they want .

The old man no, he wouldn' t do i t , he was hard headed fucker he

wouldn' t do i t . Bennett said i f you give i t to them then, you know,

they would have busted the union. U.A.W. would have never got in
there. I t would have never got in there. And now, fif ty years later,

they ' re fo l low ing the i r p lan . G ive 'em what they want . When 's the
last time you got a raise? You ain't got shit.

Q We got profit sharing.
A B ig fuck ing dea l .

Q Don ' t you l ike profit shar ing?
A N o .

Q Why not?
A Profit sharing sucks. Give me a fucking raise.

Why.
Mr. Page I want my raise.

What is the difference between a raise and profit sharing?

So they come along with this fucking thing what, last week or a couple
of weeks ago and they give you a check and say okay Vic you worked

hard and you contributed to the cause. We're gonna give you two
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thousand dol lars. No wait a minute. I was part of that process, al l

these guys were part of that process, we bui ld 'em, there's a profit
sure enough. But you can take your profit and stick i t in your ass.

Give me a nine percent raise spread over three fucking years, and I

w i l l . . .

Q You would rather have a raise than profit sharing, why?
A We l l , a p a y r a i s e i s m y s e n s e o f s e l f w o r t h o k a y. I ' m w o r t h t h a t

much, I've made a deal with the devil so to say to come in here and

sell my fucking labor to you. You're gonna pay me for my god damn

labor because you're gonna kill me in the long run anyway okay. The

audacity to come along and to fuck an... this is the heirarchy of the
U . A . W. n o w t o e v e n g o a l o n g w i t h t h a t s h i t i s d i s g u s t i n g o k a y.

Because you no longer have the old come in there and negotiate with

your fists like the tactics I was tell ing you about that I had to do a
l i t t le of , they don' t do that shi t anymore. Now i t 's okay, wel l make

t h i s a n d d o t h a t . I n t h e l o n g r u n , t h e c o m p a n y i s g e t t i n g e v e r y

fuck ing th ing they want . Because that l i t t le b i t o f money that they

gave you, you would have got any fucking way if you had that raise

okay, and you would have had your self.. . You know instead of this

fucking peacock feather shit running around I'm a Ford employee, okay,
and that's what they want. They're blowing smoke up your ass and you

f e l l f o r i t .

Q Why are people fal l ing for i t?
A Because now they're saying we're part of the company. I mean you can

talk to a guy, the guy takes a day off now, don't make no difference,
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your fucking with my profit sharing. What do you mean, fuck you and
your profit sharing you know. Well that's my money, that's company's
money and that's my money. Now it's no longer, them versus us, it 's

we . And tha t ' s t he who le fuck ing concep t o f t ha t . . . t he Japanese

theory o f , and i t ' s jus t a s tep away. I t ' s jus t a s tep s tones throw

away. I venture to say, wi th in ten years, they ' l l take guys l ike me

with my attitude and we'll be phased out.
How?

Because you know, even though I work around. I mostly work around

salary personnel okay. And I hear these assholes, I mean, they talk
about , they don ' t even fuck ing deal wi th anyth ing real okay. There

going to the Bahamas this week or they're going to Jamaica next week,
a n d t h i s t h i s , a n d t h a t t h a t . I n e v e r h e a r a n y d a y - t o - d a y r e a l

problems you know. I mean i f I l istened to this shit and take them

literally, these guys got it fucking made. I mean there's no problems
in there l ife. I mean I just can't believe that you know.
What do you think the auto plant is going to look like in ten years?

A What do I th ink i t ' s gonna look l ike? Even the younger employees,

I... you know, ah, at our plant, and when I say younger employees, I'm

talking people with eight years okay.

Q So nobody's been hired since 1980?

A No. The younger ones a re so fuck ing a f ra id the i r gonna lose the i r

job, their afraid man. Their afraid there gonna lose the job, so they

go along with anything. They're l ike catt le being led anywhere. They
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put up no resistance to it , they don't even question. The say that I
was in Vietnam. They did not , they wi l l not quest ion anything. And

th i s sh i t s go ing on r i gh t i n f ron t o f ' em okay. Even some o f t he

older employees, these guys with forty years, they're in debt to this

company and there not. And what I mean by in debt, that they have

just not prepared for anything that's gonna happen around them. And

they will die in those fucking plants okay. And when those guys die,
their jobs wil l not be replaced, they have a word they're using now

i t ' s c a l l e d a t t r i t i o n . I t ' s j u s t p h a s e t h e m o u t . T h e y d o n ' t r e p l a c e

you. I f guys ret i re, the job is e l iminated. There is nobody hi red to
do tha t job . They doub le the work up on ano ther guy, they don ' t

anything, they just work their fucking ass off day in and day out, and
will not say nothing because they need and want that job. Of course,

we all need work, okay, we have to survive. But they're so afraid to

say anyth ing about tha t ex t ra work be ing put on, tha t they ' re jus t

working at this incredible fucking pace.

Q If you were head of the union, what do you think the union should do
about that? What would be the demand with the issues that you would

raise?

A What would I do? I never real ly thought about what I 'd do because

I've avoided it as much as possible. Which I told you the other day

the fuckers put my name on there.

Q What do you think the issues that should be dealt with are?
A I t h i n k t h a t t h e . . . fi r s t o f f t h e A m e r i c a n p u b l i c i s n o t b u y i n g o u r

products because the Japanese are making a better automobile.
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Q You bel ieve that?
A T h e y a r e . I t ' s n o t t h a t i t ' s b e t t e r , i t ' s t h e s a m e c a r , i t ' s j u s t a

fuck ing machine r ight . But there 's l i t t le ex t ra touches on i t tha t i f
you have put on an American automobile... Let's put it this way, you

buy an automobile, give ten thousand dollars for that one there okay.
You can go buy yourse l f th i s spor ty sp i f f y mode l tha t ' s go t every

fucking thing under the sun on i t for ten thousand dol lars. They do
it because it 's cheaper labor, they've got these people with so much

smoke blown up their ass that they just do a bet ter job. American

workers, on the other hand, I don't know where the fuck we're at. I

rea l l y don ' t . I remember years ago , a guy on the l i ne , fuck th is ,

fucking sabotage the fucking cars and shit like this you know.

Q It doesn't go on now.
A N o , I d o n ' t t h i n k s o . I d o n ' t t h i n k s o b e c a u s e o f t h i s m a d e i n

America thing and this shit that's coming on ah, I don't whether i t 's

j u s t t h a t I ' m g e t t i n g o l d e r , t h e w o r k f o r c e i s g e t t i n g o l d e r , b u t

they've become more conscious of what they're doing okay. And there's
no new body since 1980, meaning people coming in there. There is

nobody coming in there since 1980. The younger employees, and I'm

saying up to eight years, are... you know, because the hammer's over
the i r head. I f you don ' t come, i f you don ' t per form you ' re out you
know.

Q What about the drugs? Has that changed from when we hired in, people
were smoking in the bathrooms.

A It's changed, only in one sense, back then it was part of a... it was
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cool, it was hip to be hip you know what I mean? You could smoke

joints and get fucked up you know, it was just a thing. Now, there is
a dependency on that shi t . Maybe i t was then, but I d idn' t see i t .

But I see it differently today because you got guys now, that come in,

who are desperate for jobs that the only way they can make i t is,

these guys a re d r ink ing fi f th o f l i quor, per fo rming the i r jobs , they

have a job okay, it's like a giant step backwards.

What percentage of the people you think...

Shi t , fi f ty percent of 'em.

Q Are a lcoho l ics?
A A l c o h o l i c s a n d d r u g a d d i c t s . I m e a n w e g o t c o k e d e a l e r s w a l k i n gm

[ through the fucking plant. You know the crack man comes up and down

m t h e g o d d a m n l i n e . I t ' s c r a z y. I t h i n k i t ' s i n a s e n s e i t ' s a c t u a l l y
worse now than i t was then. Because back then you know it was...

P p e o p l e w e r e j u s t d o i n g i t t o b e f u c k i n g u p a l l t h e t i m e y o u k n o w,

f u c k i n g o f f . N o w , i t ' s . . . I ' l l g i v e y o u T h e r e ' s a f e l l a o v e r

[ there a young Cuban re fugee. He come here pr ior to the revo lu t ion in
m C u b a r i g h t .

Q He's not so young then.

A He's not so young now, but he was a kid then okay. He is supporting

his wife, his chi ldren, his cousins and everybody r ight. This mother

fucker can' t weight n inety pounds, and he's about s ix foot three. I

«si thought it was because he was just working himself to death. No man,
he 's do ing tha t coke everyday jus t to make i t i n these r id i cu lous

hours, this ridiculous amount of work, he's half out of his fucking
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mind. And the company looks at him and says he crazy. You know, he's

not crazy, he's a very intelligent man, he's just fucked up and nobody

knows it.

Do you think, you have five children?

I have five ch i ld ren now. I had th ree f rom my fi rs t w i fe , and go t

remarried and had two.

^ Q How long?

« A I n 1 9 7 9 .

Q So that's almost ten years now. What's your biggest concern for them

I n o w ?
A What 's my b iggest concern for them? That they ' re l i v ing in a wor ld

where there is., that they're not gonna... See I 'm a survivor okay. I

bel ieve you can put me under the worse condit ions around, and I 'd

surv ive. My ch i ldren don ' t know how to surv ive. I made a mis take

with them, as hard as I was on them trying to get them to understand

that. . . there's a very strong work ethic in my family, no doubt from

listening to this okay. Everybody, I 've worked since I was a kid. My
k ids , I d idn ' t want them to have to do tha t . As l i t t l e as I had a t
t h a t t i m e , I g i v e t h e m e v e r y t h i n g I h a d o k a y. H o p i n g t h a t t h e i r

intel l igence would get them through on scholarships and shit through
school. One of 'em did, but he quit okay, and he is now working in

Nor th Caro l ina in a s tee l fab r i ca t ing shop fo r l i ke seven bucks a

hour, which I guess is good money down there. But I think to myself,
seven dollars a hour, son of a bitch you need more money than I do,

'cause I'm entering into a phase in my life I don't need as much as

SjP)
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they're gonna need okay. And the sad part is, they will never and if
he's... none of 'em will ever make what I'm making. Never. As I see

i t , because the jobs a ren ' t the re . The work i s no t the re , the god
damn prices of everything is so high that they don't have a snowball's

chance in hell.

Q What do the other kids do?
A C i n d y . . .

Q In terms of making a living.
A Cindy is a wai t ress. She 's a wai t ress in Miami . Probably the worse

part of fucking town, she's down there having to struggle down there.
And she's ah, Cindy's twenty-three. She's twenty-three years old and

having to work and wait on tables. Which there is nothing wrong with
t h a t . T h e r e a s o n I s a y i t t h a t w a y, i s t h e y j u s t d o n ' t g i v e y o u

enough for your labor to surv ive on. She can ' t even surv ive on i t
man. I f you get sick, you're in deep shit okay. My oldest daughter,

is in Flor ida l iv ing wi th her mother and grandmother. The youngest

girl is in Niles working at a job that pays her minumum wage, she has
to drive fifty miles a day. The fucking job doesn't even pay her damn

near enough to pay for her insurance and gas. She's living on poverty

and is just to fucking proud to ask for anything. The youngest son is

going to school.

Q Is he in high school?
A No, no. He's graduated. He's going to Henry Ford Community College.

He's studying electronics.

Q What I seem to hear when I talk to everybody, I see that our
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generat ion and part icular ly al l of us who work in auto plants, have
sort of reach, you know made a decent living economically and all that
k ind o f s tu f f and now the k ids won ' t . I t h i nk the fi rs t gene ra t i on

j that that 's not gonna happen, but the next generat ion won' t do bet ter.
A Open your eyes, you can see i t . Anybody. . . see you have a young

I ch i l d , okay you have a baby. Now I ' ve go t young adu l t s f o r ch i l d ren

P1 okay tha t my b igges t fea r i s tha t they w i l l never. . . My b igges t fea r

for them is that they wi l l l i ve a l i fe that I had to lead as a k id .

But they'll have to do it as adults. And as you well know that there
i s a d i v i s ion o f c lasses i n th i s coun t ry tha t j us t , t hey j us t won ' t

have t ha t chance . I t ' s ha rd t o l ook a t t he mo the r f ucke r who i s
P r u n n i n g a r o u n d i n a M e r c e d e s B e n z w h o , I w a t c h e d t h i s s h i t o n

televis ion the other n ight . These guys in New York, ah, working at
IP) the stock market. Here we have somebody that's not even thirty years

old and multimillionaires and how do they get it. Most of 'em are out

there they ' re jus t fuck ing c rooks . A k id sees tha t , you know, and

p t h a t r e fl e c t s b a c k , w h y d o e s a k i d k i l l y o u , y o u l o o k w h a t h e ' s g o t
for a fucking example. I want to be l ike that. You take a kid that's

I g r o w i n g u p i n t h e c i t y n o w, i n t h e i n n e r c i t y, " w h o i s h i s T D i g g e s t
idol, the biggest, baddest dope dealer on block. You got twenty-two

[iFI

year old... read the paper. Twenty-two year old guys who want that.
p i And the re ' s no th ing wrong w i th work ing fo r someth ing and ge t t i ng i t

okay. But when the work is not there and you can't do it with some
p)

dignity about you, and your dignity has been stripped away from you as
a kid anyway, who gives a fuck. This kids got a mentality, he's gonna
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get it . And then when he gets it that way, these other kids look at
him and say man I want to be like him.

Q You remember t he U .A .W. , you r an au to wo rke r, you go t s i x teen ,
seventeen years in now, what do you think the responsibilities of the
U.A.W. are?

I think that the god damn U.A.W. better get off their.
^ Q We're al l working overt ime.

A Sure, they're working overt ime, they're working overt ime because i t 's
(H)
J cheaper for the Ford Motor Company to work two shifts a twelve hours a

god damn day, than to hire on a third shift and pay these people on
l t h e t h i r d s h i f t , i t ' s n o t p r o fi t a b l e . I t ' s n o t p r o fi t a b l e f o r ' e m .

m Even though you know, they do not feel a sense of responsibi l i ty back
i

to mankind at all okay. It 's money, fucking money, that's all anybody
pi

gives a shit about is money.

Q You got stock now, you got Ford Motor Company stock?
I A Yea , I t h i nk I go t n i ne sha res o f i t . I go t n i ne sha res o f i t wh i ch

m b l o w s m y m i n d , I m e a n R i c k t h i s i s p a r t o f t h a t d e a l t h a t t h e y

nego t i a t ed . I t ook t he f uck i ng t h i ng and t h rew i t i n t he ga rbage

okay. They give me something... what?... last weeTc?

Q Last week yea.
A My ac tua l con t r ibu t ion to tha t . . . I d idn ' t know, bu t they took th ree

m do l la rs and fi f ty cen ts ou t o f me, ou t o f one o f my paychecks r igh t ,

t he fuck ing th ing i s wo r th twe l ve hund red do l l a r s now. I 'm go ing
pi that's impossible. How can three dollars turn into twelve hundred.

Q That's why we haven't gotten pay raises?
??)
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A R i g h t , b u t t h a t ' s n o t y o u r m o n e y a g a i n . T h a t ' s t h e f u c k i n g s t o c k

market, that's these fucking crooks over here in New York doing that
s h i t .

Q Something for when you retire.
A Big fucking deal , b ig fucking deal . You can take your weekly wages

that you earn and save your money your own damn way. People have done

it for years okay. But we l ive in. . . this is so fucking crazy I mean

every th ing i s j us t connec ted r i gh t back . We ' re ta l k ing s tocks and
shit right? Then you see a guy l ike this Bolski(?), this guy's got so

much fucking money it's ridiculous. It 's so much.

Q One hundred million dollars he gave back?
A Yea. When they popped him, he was worth three point e ight b i l l ion.

So here you got a guy on the line saying stocks yea... fuck, Bolski,

money. Chump you ain't never gonna see nothing like that okay, never
in a m i l l i on years w i l l you see no th ing l i ke tha t . I t ' s c razy man ,

but everyone... now that's what these guys see. Now all of a sudden,
here's a guy who has no education all of a sudden he's stock. He's

g o t s t o c k , I ' v e m a d e i t . W h a t a r e y o u t a l k i n g , t w e l v e h u n d r e d

dollars, you know, most of those guys don't even know what the fuck
that shi t is okay, but a l l they know is they got stocks. They have

vested interest in this company now okay. So that when you come by

and say fuck 'em you know, they ask me, you know somebody will be

say... You know, I 'm l ike John Perry, you know John, everybody say
how you doing, I'll say they're killing me man. They ask me, what do

you mean killing you? I say they're killing me. You know and if

ip)
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somebody ask me seriously what I 'm talking about, I ' l l te l l 'em. I 'm
in here every fuck ing day o f my l i fe , I haven ' t had a ra ise s ince

then, okay you're out here busting your ass off, and then I let him

know, that th is god damn profit shar ing stuff is the biggest fucking
scam you're ever see pal and it's a way of ushering you way right out

the fucking door.

You don't l ike the profit sharing, you don't the E.I., you explain the

hazards of the new technology...
A You know why this company is doing that?

Q Why?
A And I do bel ieve this that the god damn social securi ty is gonna be

fucking broke when you get ready to walk out there. There ain't gonna
be nothing for you pal. And you've paid it in. That god damn money

that you're paying every week, you're what paying forty, fifty fucking

do l la rs a week. You take tha t god damn money and pu t i t in the

fucking bank, by the t ime you've worked thir ty years, you' l l have a
mi l l ion dol lars to surv ive on. And i t don ' t take a mi l l ion dol lars to

surv ive on. But what 's gonna happen when you ret i re, that fucking

thing is gonna be broke, and if you get anything, you're gonna get a

couple hundred bucks out of it. And you've paid in a mill ion fucking
dollars of your own money. Okay so the companies come along, saying

b o o m , y o u b e t t e r d o t h i s a n d t h i s . T h e y p u t t h i s s h i t o n t h e

hierarchy over there and they're all... give me my fucking money I' l l,
f uck i t .

Q What's the answer to the fact that the Japanese and the Koreans

QV)
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everybody can produce cars, just as good, cheaper, as Americans what
do we do? What kind of work should Americans do? What's the answer?

What should folks do?

Well, first off you know again, you take the culture of the Japanese
versus the Americans okay. The American dream is what Rick, to have a
house in the suburbs a new house, a couple of cars in the garage,

going on vacation, and money in the fucking bank right. I don't know
i f the Japs th ink l i ke tha t o r no t , because I ' ve been th rough the

O r i e n t a n d I d o n ' t t h i n k — i t ' s n o t t h e i r s t a n d a r d s . T h e i r c u l t u r e

just doesn't require what we do. We've created this fucking mess and
there's got to be a way of gett ing out of th is god damn thing you

know. Why do you need a fucking Mercedes Benz to cruise around. Why

do they pay a guy like Roger Smith mill ions of dollars every fucking

year okay. Lee Iacocca, look at the fucking money he's got okay. Is
is worth that kind of money, nobody's worth that kind money, nobody is

worth that kind of fucking money man. You know, what do you need to

cover your ass, some clothing, you need food, you need medical you

know i f you ge t s i ck . I t doesn ' t t ake t ha t k i nd o f money t o t ha t

shi t , but we've escalated the pr ices of everything i t 's going to, i t 's

gonna take . These guys w i th t he m i l l i ons do l l a r s i t ' s gonna take

every fucking penny of that, plus some.
Do you think the relationship between the blacks and the whites has

changed in the plant over twenty years? Gotten better or worse, not
mattered, no di fference, how do you see th ings black and whi te, a
racial quest ion.



A Racia l quest ions?

P Q Race re la t ions .
A There worse now than what they were twenty years ago.

[ Q How to you see that? Can you give an example?
A Wel l one inc ident take a look at . . . and I 'm saying that a lot of the

L w h i t e g u y s i n t h e p l a n t f e e l l i k e t h e y ' r e b e i n g f u c k e d o v e r o k a y.

F I t ' s h a r d f o r a g u y t h a t c o m e s i n t h e r e . W e l l , t h e l a w t h e y j u s t

passed the other day r ight. A guys got twenty-three years, i f you're
I a female they can bop you out of there because she's a female, you can

be k icked off your job. Now here 's a poor bastard who has g iv ing

twenty-three years of his life, and he's saying because I'm white and

P I ' m a m a n , t h i s h a p p e n s t o m e , t h e r e i s n o f u c k i n g j u s t i c e . T h i s i s
c r a z y o k a y. B u t t h e n o n t h e fl i p s i d e o f t h e c o i n i s w e h a v e n ' t

wi

j c r e a t e d a s o c i e t y t h a t i s e q u a l f o r e v e r y b o d y o k a y. W h o p a y s t h e
penat ly? Not up here, not the fucking.. . not th is hot shot ponchos,

L i t ' s t h e s e p o o r f u c k i n g s l o b s d o w n h e r e . T h e y ' r e g o n n a p a y t h e

p fuck ing p r i ce , you r a lways gonna pay. Tha t ' s j us t t he way i t i s , how
do you change that.

I Q How has it changed in the plant over twenty years?
A You mean the relationships?

Q Yea. Think of when you went on the line the first year.
^ A Oh fuck, of course now Rick I 'm l ike a hybrid plant man, I mean it 's

hard for me to say because I never looked at anybody being black or

whi te okay. I t ' s k ind o f hard fo r me to say. But as I see i t now,

you know, I'm seeing a rise of these fucking assholes down in North
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Carolina clanning, coming out there, who gives a fuck where somebody

lives okay, who really gives a shit you know. Here's somebody trying

to make i t jus t l i ke you. And you ' re gonna fuck ing come out w i th

that's crazy man.

Q How do you think women were treated in the plant over the years?
A Oh well I was ah...

Q You were a commit tee man when they hired women into the plant I
remember.

A They were treated as ah... the only reason they were hired in at that

point was the law at the time, they had to hire women okay. The women
were hired, whoever had the biggest set of tits and the nicest shape

okay. L i teral ly that is the way they were in because you had guys
like Al Brown go out there just like at the meat market. I mean and

he'd... there's hundred and fifty people standing out there you know.

If he figured he could get laid from you, you had the job.

That actually happened?

Th is i s ac tua l l y happen ing in the commi t tee room. In the fuck ing

committee room.

Q He got T.aid in the committee room?
A Y e s .

Q I never heard that story. I knew he used to get calls.
A I can't remember the gals name, but she worked in the trim department

at the t ruck plant . Of course, I was fu l l of p iss and v inegar then,

and I was looking for a cause okay. And if she had told me so much as

what had happened to her, and I think I talked to you about it, and I
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to ld he r, I sa i d I don ' t ca re how you desc r i be i t , t ha t ' s r ape . I f

you're put behind an eight ball and made to do something against your
wi l l , tha t 's wrong.

Q You're working with a women now, Anita, she is a German born woman he

poured coffee down Cecil's pants because... this is seven years ago.,
because he was trying to put the make on her.

A Good for her, good for her.

Q She's back now, she got recalled to work on the same line.
A I was always amazed at the attitude even back then that the guys

There was guy Al Shaw remember him, Al Shaw. Worked over in the trim

department, he said get these fucking women out of here. Now he was
an old instigator from the union way back when. He said kick 'em in

the cunt. And I looked at him, I said why do you think they're here.
Well the law says this... I said no, the law may have helped somebody

get a job, but these women in these fucking plants have probably got
to take care of their chi ldren you know, they need the job just l ike

you do. Ah fuck 'em, kick 'em in the cunt. Ah man, he was a sick
fucker you know. And I guess I related to that because my mother

h a v i n g t o p r o v i d e f o r u s y o u k n o w . - - - ■ - -

Q Do you think that it is changed now? Do you think people are a little
more accepting in the plant?

A N o . F u c k n o , i t ' s j u s t t h e s a m e o l d s h i t , j u s t a n e w f a c e o n i t

t h a t ' s a l l . I t ' s t h e r e . T h i s s i t u a t i o n w i t h t h e b l a c k s n o w a r e . . .
the blacks are more expressful of the needs and... I find it ironic as

hell man, I talk to these guys and I'm telling 'em what the fuck, just
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d o w h a t y o u g o t t o d o . We l l i t ' s n o t t h a t s i m p l e . T h e r e i s s t i l l

that fucking slave mentality. Honest to god it just blows my mind. I
mean I can't believe I 'm talking to a man that's fifty years old, has

seen al l this shit go on in our society, but has st i l l been whatever

it was in his l i fe that beat him down sti l l has that fucking mentality
o f fear. You have noth ing to fear man you know, but i t ' s there . I

mean, then you take a look at the headlines in the paper, Michigan...

Univers i ty of Michigan one of the top ten univers i t ies in the wor ld
and look what they are doing out there. This is our fucking learning

inst i tu t ions and they are teaching there. Now you got to be smart

enough to figure that sh i t ou t . I t ' s b red in there , what 's go ing on
out here.

Q What are you going to do when you retire? Now that you got this half

cushy job, half worrying job, not a bad job as jobs go.
A If I live long enough you mean?

Q Ye a .
A R i g h t n o w i n m y l i f e r i g h t n o w I d o n ' t t h i n k I ' m g o n n a l i v e t o

ret ire. I 'm not a very healthy person at this point in my l i fe, and I

don't know. If I do make it and I don't know... I really want to.

Q Why do you say that? How many operations?
A We l l , s i n c e 1 9 6 9 , I ' v e h a d t w e l v e o p e r a t i o n s o k a y, l i t e r a l l y. I ' v e

had this last thing that happened to me I have my hearts... I don't

know what it's from. My dad, of course it might be hereditary I don't

know. Had a nephew that died thirty-five years old. My dad died at

th i r ty -five. I 'm for ty now. I 've had two hear t se izures in twelve
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y e a r s a n d I ' m f o r t y o k a y. I f e e l l i k e I . . . I d o n ' t k n o w. S o m y
concern in life right now is trying to give to Sue something that will

help her survive if something happens to me. That's my only concern
in my l i fe r ight now. And my chi ldren. I don' t have much, but i f I

can leave someth ing, I 'm t ry ing to work that money to leave them

something. It 's not, i t 's just something to get them through the hard
t imes. 'Cause there 's a lways gonna be hard t imes , I don ' t g ive a

shit... i t 's always. Life is nothing but a bitch away and a struggle.

Q Do you th ink there is any hope for a working person over the next

twenty years to...
I don't know what's gonna happen. I think the best thing that could

happen in this country, is that there would be an overthrow of this

fuck ing r id icu lous government tha t we got . From my hear t I mean
th i s . We canno t go on t h i s way. You can i so l a te you rse l f i n t he

ci t ies and isolate yourself away from the rest of the world, but i t 's

gonna catch up with you. And I do bel ieve i t 's gonna catch you. I
* i mean look at the farmers. I mean the very essence of this country has

been taken away f rom us . We have b ig acgr i - fi rms owned by the
SB)

Iranians, owned by everybody accept us. Farms that have been in these

c o u n t r i e s , i n t h e h a n d s o f f a m i l i e s f o r a h u n d r e d , h u n d r e d fi f t y

years , two hundred years , i t ' s gone f rom them. Peop le a re k i l l i ng
^ themse lve over th i s , I mean i t ' s r i d i cu lous . . Wha t ' s gonna happen i s ,

they're gonna keep this shit up. They're gonna keep jamming until you
have an ent i re fuck ing nat ion o f peop le that is on wel fare and is

gonna get fed up with it. And maybe at that time, they'll say enough

w\
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is enough. Then we' l l ei ther, i f an education doesn't come in, or i f

we cannot provide that education for people, then there's gonna be an

armed confrontation and god knows what will happen at that point.

Q My wife and I haven't figured that out yet, how do you work the two

your's money?
A I have my own account and he has his.

Q How do you divide up bills?
A When we get paid, he gets certain bills and I get certain bills.

And it works out?

Yea. My seems a litt le bit more, but it works out. But ah, you can't

get a job unless you're a professional person.
What do you mean?

To make that kind of money.

Q You can't get a job like we have?
A I mean the money you make. The money we make. We would have to be at

least pro fess iona l peop le , lawyers , doctors to make more to make

better money. Unless you're the president of a company or something

you know.

Q Is that why you stay there?
A F o r t h e m o n e y ? Ye a . T h a t ' s t h e o n l y r e a s o n i s n ' t i t ? I t a i n ' t t h e

company.
Q I 'm th ink ing abou t ge t t i ng ou t , I 'm gonna go teach h is to ry in h igh

school.
A A r e y o u . W e l l h e w a n t s t o g o b e a t e a c h e r . H e l a c k s a c o u p l e

c red i t s .



I just went back after twenty years.

Yea.

I'll make two-thirds of what I make now to go back to teaching.

A Wel l i f i t 's something that you real ly enjoy.

Q That 's fo r sure , bet ter than the p lant . I f they c losed up the p lant ,

or moved the plant to Mexico.

A Wi l l I f o l l ow ' em? No .

Q How far would you follow Ford Motor Company to keep working in the
auto plant?

A Gee you know, I don' t know, I wouldn ' t go to far. You know al l my

close fami ly is here. I wouldn' t go to Mexico. What do they make,

fif ty- four cents a hour or someth ing l ike that down there. No way.
Steven's brother l ives in Mexico. He teaches at the universi ty down

there. He's the kind of person that adapts to the new environment you

know. He went to Mexico and found a women.

Q What does he teach?
A E n g l i s h .

Q He's an English teacher.
A Well not speaking in Engl ish. I don't think I would leave.

Q What do you.
A I was raised here, I was raised here in Wayne so...


