
BERLIN SCOTT (D
Q How long have you been l iving here Mr. Berl in Scott?

A About ten or twe lve years .

Q About ten or twelve years, were you ra ised in Detro i t?

A Nope.

Q Where were you ra ised? I thought you were a Detroi ter.

A E a s t S t . L o u i s , I l l i n o i s .

Q East St . Louis , I l l ino is , when d id you move here?

A In f67, in December, I used to come out here and visi t my uncle.

Q And when did you hire in at the Ford Truck Plant?

A 1969

Q f69 , wha t was your fi rs t day o f work l i ke a t the o ld t ruck

plant, do you remember i t .

A I t wasn' t too rough the first day cause they were showing me

a l o t o f t h i n g s fi r s t o f a l l , i t w a s n ' t b a d t h e fi r s t d a y

l i k e i t i s n o w.

Q What do you remember?

A W h e n I fi r s t s t a r t e d o u t a t t h e p l a n t , I s t a r t e d o u t i n p a i n t s

so i t wasn' t bad cause they weren ' t pa int ing but one color

t h e n . I t w a i a l r i g h t t h e n , I m e a n I e n j o y e d i t t h e n b e t t e r

than I do now.

Q Where do you paint now? What's i t l ike now?

A Two- tone now, i t ' s r ough , r ough . You know you ' re j us t cons tan t l y

work ing now, jus t constant ly work .

Q Yo u g o t t a t e l l m e w h a t i t ' s l i k e , c o n s t a n t l y w o r k i n g ? A r e

you working more jobs an hour now?

A Yea, way more, less people.
' Q Less people.

A Yea , l ess peop le .
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Q How many used to be working there?

A There always has been eight in two-tone but I mean we weren't

running as many two-tones as we are running now. And they

run more production work.

Q And when you hired in wel l let 's take a step back. When you

were growing up in East St. Louis, what did your folks do?

A W e l l m y f a t h e r h e w o r k e d a t a n d d e c i d e d t o

well I gotta think, oh man my wife knows I can't remember. We

were just common. I always just worked for me.

Q What kind of work?

A I washed cars and we made ashtrays. I would take them out and

sell them, flower pots and odds and ends.

Q And how come you moved up here? How many brothers and sisters

did you have?

A I go t one b ro ther and two s i s te rs . I mean I go t two b ro thers

and two s is te rs . One o f them l i ves in Ca l i fo rn ia , one o f my

brothers , two o f my s is ters and one o f my bro thers are s t i l l
in East St. Louis with my mother.

Q How old is your mom now?

A About 67 or 68.

Q Then you decided to move up to Michigan?

A W e l l , I s t a r t e d g e t t i n g i n t o a l o t o f t r o u b l e i n E a s t S t . L o u i s .

East St . Louis is a smal l town.

Q To u g h t o w n i s n ' t i t ?

A I t ' s n o t w h a t y o u w o u l d r e a l l y c a l l t o u g h , b u t i t w a s j u s t ,

they had started some radical movements. You know l ike the
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A B lack Egyp t ians .

Q I don' t know about that , what was i t?

A We l l i t w a s j u s t l i k e , w e l l d u r i n g t h e t i m e , b l a c k s c o u l d n ' t

g o t o c e r t a i n p l a c e s l i k e i n B e l l e v i l l e . Yo u k n o w d i f f e r e n t

things so we just started a movement. We said well we going

or we gonna d ie one of the two. So I got in a lo t o f t rouble,

I go t i n a coup le o f shoa t ou ts and s tu f f . The po l i ce s ta r ted

bugging my mother. Every time I would come out I would go
into jai l I would come around my mother. Then she had a stroke.

I was ta lk ing, wel l I had a cousin on the pol ice force and he

was tel l ing me that they were going to set me up to ki l l me_

so he told me maybe it would be best to leave. Now I go back

and don't have no problems. I go back now and see some of the

same o ld officers but you know they o ld now. They off the force.

Q Sure .

A They off the force now, so I go home and don't have no problems.

Then I go t s i tua ted here , I go t me a job .

Q I s e e .

A S o I ' m s t i l l h e r e . I d i d n ' t c o m e h e r e w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f

s t ay i ng . I came he re when I l e f t t he pen i t en t i a r y when I l e f t

Jackson. I thought l would come out here and stay with my uncle.

So af ter I got out I went out there and got that job.

Q So to save your neck it made sense to get out of East St. Louis?

A Yeah, East St. Louis is a small town. So everybody knows every

b o d y ' s b u s i n e s s . S o e v e r y t i m e I h i t t h e s t r e e t s , t h e y a l r e a d y

know me. So e i ther I 'm invo lved in a s t ickup or someth ing e lse

so there wasn' t no sense in me staying there. I was going to
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A worry my mother to death or someone was going to end up

k i l l ing me. Cause my cous in to ld me that they gonna k i l l

you and he was on the police force.

Q He was on the police force?

A Yeah and at that t ime there wasn't that many blacks on the

pol ice force. You unders tand what I 'm say ing? There was no

more than four or five on the force then, (he cal ls to someone)

Miss Bessie, hey Miss Bessie about how many police was on the

force back then round about '64 and '65? There wasn't no more

than four of them (b lacks) on the force. (The person he has

called now wants to know what he said). Wasn't no more than

about five or s ix b lacks on the force wasn' t that many was there?

(He starts to cal l theie names but can' t remember)

Q But you can count them on your hands?

A You can count them on one hand. I would say about five or s ix.

No more than ten.

Q And when you moved up here and started working at the truck plant

were there a lo t o f b lacks in the p lant then?

A Qu i te a few, qu i te a few.

Q And how were blacks treated in the plant.

A Oh bad p lace , i t was j us t l i ke l eav ing Eas t S t . Lou i s . I was

go ing th rough the same th ing . Tha t ' s why I go t the a t t i tude .

I g o t t o d a y w i t h t h e p l a n t .

Q W h a t k i n d o f a t t i t u d e i s t h a t ?

A I 'm st i l l boom you step over-.this gun, boom you run here you

do th is you do that . I can stand up there and see th is dude
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A and a f te r so l ong the h i t dude , t he i nspec to r he ' s so up t i gh t .

H e ' s c a r r y i n g a p e n c i l , i t ! f s n o t j u s t w h i t e s i t ' s w h i t e s a n d

blacks. But i f you had somebody in there that you know, some

body when you first come in you didn' t have to do al l that work.

I don ' t fee l towards i t l i ke I d id back then bu t I ' ve had some

rough days there.

Q And what was the union doing in 1969?

A N o t h i n g

Q Nothing?

A Noth ing, not to me.

Q You 've been invo lved over the years do ing d i f fe ren t th ings

i n t h e p l a n t w i t h t r y i n g t o b e t t e r t h i n g s . D o y o u t h i n k i t ' s

mattered?

A I don ' t see too much improvemen t . The l i t t l e t h i ngs tha t we

d id have go ing , they s ta r ted b reak ing tha t up . So i t wen t

back to the same l ine again. I f we had of s tuck wi th the cause

tha t we was a im ing fo r dur ing tha t t ime. A l l they was wor r ied

about was they was coming here from the south and they was making

them long checks and making them long hours and as long as they

was making that money they don't care how many hours they had

to work . When you s ta r t ta lk ing about cu t t ing tha t money, then

t h e y s t a r t d r i f t i n g a w a y f r o m y o u . I t ' s j u s t t h a t s i m p l e .
I t ' s j u s t l i k e t h a t t o d a y. T h e y w i l l c r y a b o u t h o w t i r e d t h e y

are but the man comes and says we wil l work fifteen hours less

b u t t h e y c r y. D o n ' t c r y m a n i f y o u w a n t t o s t a y t o o . J u s t

go on and do it and keep your mouth shut. They say "Oh I'm
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A tired wonder why we working l ike this? What you mean we?"

They don ' t have to s tay there no fi f teen hours .

Q Some guys work fifteen hours?

A Some work fif teen hours, some work eighteen hours. I 've seen

some guys work eighteen hours, they didn' t have to stay there

no e ighteen hours so I 'm saying so why b i tch. Get r ight back

in line and make money. Man come around and told we got two

week vacation and everybody is just as happy.

Q You th ink they are happy wi th just get t ing the two weeks?

A When you think alot of them boys come to work are paying over

$600 and $700 and $800 houseppayments. They got too far in

debt . You can ' t have both have cars , boats and th ings wi thout

g e t t i n g i n d e b t .

Q You say things haven't changed, what about the employee

involvement program? Don' t you th ink what do you th ink

about that?

A Oh man that's what really messed it up to me.

Q How's i t done that?

A I t put i t back into the same old groove again because I 'm

te l l ing what you do ing you ' re te l l ing what I 'm do ing how

many hours you mess around in there. Al l they did was start

e l im ina t i ng j obs f o r peop le . Tha t was t he wo rs t t h i ng t ha t eve r

came through the plant to me.

Q B u t a l o t o f g u y s l i k e i t ?

A Oh yeah cause you can walk around off the floor for a couple

of hours.

Q I see .
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A I t ' s j us t wha t I ' ve go t cove red he re . I can go up the re and

m a k e m e a f e w p h o n e c a l l s a n d c a l l a f e w u p . Y o u

cover my job for a couple of hours. I can go down to Louisv i l le

and check on something. But the ones that 's in i t someday

they get someth ing out o f i t . They mak ing i t more harder fo r

you cause they don' t want to do noth ing. I can' t get mad

at a man i f he wants to walk off the floor for two hours but

don't go up there and make my job more rougher. You know

Scotty, I see him out there smoking, he stands around for

fi f teen o r twenty minu tes we can do th is o r do tha t . Bu t

leave my job a lone. I f you want to walk around that 's good.

Q There 's no robots in the pa in t depar tment .

A Na

Q What do fo lks on l ine th ink about the robots coming in.

A They don ' t be l ieve they coming.

GJ They don't think they are coming.

A No cause they can't . You know we went and seen that film.

They can ' t ever c lose them doors . Don ' t s t r ike man.

Q But why doesn ' t i t?

A You been down around them.

Q I k n o w I ' m t r y i n g t o . . . .

A I d o n o t k n o w, i t d o n ' t i t j u s t d o n ' t f o c u s .

Q I t ' s l i ke they a re on ly th ink ing abou t mak ing the b ig bucks

fo r r i gh t now. They ' r e no t conce rned abou t i t .

A Like I told my man I started a computer class. Oh man you

don ' t need to s ta r t no compute r c lass jus t to pa in t t rucks .

They don ' t th ink no th ing i s go ing fo rward . They up there
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A hav ing a b ig t ime and th ings. As sure as th ings keep go ing

the re i s a robo t com ing th rough the re . Hey l ook i t ' s go t

to be there. What 's the d i f fe rence between Genera l Motors

or Chryslers or anywhere else, they got i t . So what makes

Ford any d i f f e rence? Hey you jus t ano the r t i red ass , I 'm

through with you, you get on back on the road. I mean I

got some stuff out there in the car yesterday for seventeen

yea rs tha t so l ven t t ha t t h inne r. Hey man th i s a in ' t no good

for you, th is can mess wi th your l i ver. Hey man you k idd ing

me, I 'm already dead now I been doing this for seventeen

y e a r s I w a s b e g g i n g t o g o s e e a d o c t o r, g o s e e a d o c t o r

n o w f o r w h a t . ( i n t e r v i e w e r l a u g h s ) S t o p u s i n g t h e t h i n n e r

for washing you hands, I been washing my hands in thinner

for seventeen years . Where have I go t . You te l l ing me now

seventeen years this was against my health.

Q And that 's what they are do ing there is no doubt about i t .

A L i ke I t o l d you a l ready, I 'm dead a l ready. You mus t ge t

r id of th is whole group and br ing your new crew to star t

t h i s p rog ram r i gh t now. You m igh t accomp l i sh . I f I been

washing wi th th is th inner for seventeen years what is the

nex t th i r teen go ing to be .

Q Do you t h i nk you w i l l r e t i r e?

A No, everybody knows I wouldn' t be able to do anything but

si t down here in this basement and look around. My wife

wil l tel l you man everytime I get home sometime I go to

s leep and don ' t ea t . I go to work a t s ix o 'c lock and don ' t

g e t o u t o f t h e r e t i l t w o o ' c l o c k t h e n e x t m o r n i n g . I a i n ' t

been doing no running around all night and coming back home
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A When I park my car "Good evening you ready to eat honey"?

" N o " b o o m I ' m a s l e e p . A n d I ' m t h e r e t i l t w o t h i r t y t h e

next morning.

Q A n d t h a t ' s w h a t t i m e y o u g e t l . u p ?

A Ye a h

Q And you pick up another person and drive on in?

A And back to the same think) again, you understand?

Q Do you get along with most of the guys on the line?

A Not rea l ly, no not rea l ly cause we l l they want to be c j ° ing

l ike wel l man we going to be doing th is . See I don ' t do

n o f a v o r s . I d o n ' t d o n o f a v o r s . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o l e a v e

off my job l ike he might be nice to this guy and say why

don ' t you go over there and cover. I say we l l I 'm not go ing

get the lowest man. Andiiby me being up there and not moving

they get mad cause I don't go.

Q Yeah

A Wel l I ge t a long w i th a few o f them. We ge t a long a l r igh t

but l ike I just say let me do my job you do your job cause

I a i n ' t d o i n g n o t h i n g e x t r a . I ' m d o i n g e n o u g h a s i t i s o f

the one so I 'm not doing no extra. Now if you want to go

to the bathroom or something I don't mind covering then but

then you start covering up that man again

Q I t seem so crowded in there at the plant too.

A I t i s you a re r i gh t on top o f each o the r man . Tha t wha t ' s

I 'm say ing abou t t a l k i ng abou t t h i s hea l t h t h i ng yes te rday.

The next man you paint him he paint you.

Q Do you th ink the p lant w i l l be there in ten years?
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A I t w i l l p r o b a b l y b e t h e r e . I b e l i e v e t h e p e o p l e m i g h t n o t b e

there bu t the p lan t gonna be there . I t m igh t be ha l f the peop le

ope ra t i ng .

Q Why do you think the union has been so not doing much over the

last , you been there about fi f teen yearsnnow?

A Seventeen

Q Seventeen years now.

A I mean what can they do, they pay them just l ike they pay us.

You can only go so far. There is so much they can do let 's

c u t a l l t h e b u l l s h i t o u t I c a n ' t d o t h i s I c a n ' t d o t h a t . F o r d

i s pay ing t hem jus t l i ke t hey a re pay ing us . So I a i n ' t go ing

to pay you and you te l l me what to do. I might l is ten to you

but you ain't going to tel l me when it come down to the bottom

l ine I 'm go ing to s ign the bot tom l ine buddy you jus t there .

That's common sense. And there is just so much they can do.

So much they can do.

Q Yeah

A As a matter of fact , we ain ' t got no union no way no more. Not

to me man.

Q What do you think a union should do?

A What they should do?

Q Yeah

A A who le lo t o f th ings , a who le lo t o f th ings they shou ld do .

Get people back to work, just get a s t ra ight e ight hour base.

A lot of things man, cut down on some of that slow down. There's

lo ts o f th ings they cou ld do .

Q Share some of them with me, an eight hour day, slow down the line,

A Yeah
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Q They are going to speed i t up now. They are putt ing two more

broncos on start ing next week.

A They s tar ted las t week two to one. They want to get three to

one but they d idn ' t know i f they cou ld work las t week. But

th is week star t ing tomorrow they gonna see i f they can get three

broncos and one t ruck . Now I go t th is s t ra igh t the o ther day.

Bud and them was tel l ing me. But they wanted to try this week

but they figured they was down. Cause three broncos in a row

would wipe t r im out . Chas over there was te l l ing me about i t

so they a in ' t go t i t cu t in there where they can ge t i t th rough

there ye t . Cause i t ' s l i ke wha t hewwas say ing , i f they send

th ree b roncos s t ra igh t th rough i t wou ld w ipe t r im comple te ly

ou t .

Q R i g h t , r i g h t . T h e y ' r e n o t g o i n g t o g e t e n o u g h p a r t s i n .

A Th i s i s wha t I 'm say ing . So tha t ' s why they a re s tuck w i th

the two but i t 's two and one. You understand what I 'm saying?

Oh man there is a lo t o f favor t ism. Lot o f those commi t teee

men se l l ou t a l o t o f peop le . The re ' s o the r t h i ngs t he un ion

could do i f they had the power, they ain ' t got the power no

more. They don't have no power

Q What was that?

A You know when Canada cut loose overhere.

Q I s e e

A Canada, there a in ' t no sense in me messing wi th you. Just

l ook a round you a l l we ren ' t do i ng no th i ng . A l l t hey go t t o

d o i s j u s t p u t a d o l l a r s i g n i n f r o n t u o f i t a n d w e a l l g e t

a r a i s e . A l l g e t a r a i s e .
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Q So you don ' t th ink the profit -shar ing and the 100% at tendance

coming in everyday was such a good move?

A No , no . The re ' s a who le l o t o f peop le ou t t he re i n t ha t p l an t

jus t to make n ine ty days . There 's a who le lo t o f peop le in

t h a t p l a n t j u s t t o g e t t h e i r l i t t l e f o r t y o r fi f t y d o l l a r s w h a t

ever they make i t . I got one check but i t was a check for

$31.00. So what 's the sense in me fly ing down through there

t ry ing to get tha t n inety days for $31.00? That $31.00 woul ld

have went in the gas tank ( in terv iewer laughs) .

Q But you been there seventeen years? How come you stay there?

A F a m i l y, b i l l s . I t o l d m y w i f e t h e o t h e r d a y, I ' m t h i n k i n g

ser ious ly about : pu l l i ng up and mov ing to Ca l i fo rn ia . I know

I got to have secur i ty fo r my fami ly but I 'm not go ing to

die for my family. Shit we can move dbwn the road and do

something .else, this job is gett ing to me man.

Q Tell me about your wife, where did you meet?

A I was down visiting my cousin one time and she came down there.

Q Is she f rom East St . Lou is too.

A Yeah and we started going out and seeing each other.

Q How long you been married?

A I t ' s been wel l go ing on s ix years now.

Q Do you have any children?

A Yeah

Q How old are they?

A S tacy ' s t h i r t een , K im - she ' s fi f t een , L i nda she ' s abou t n i ne teen ,

Oh man I don't know their age. My son he just turned nineteen

in January.

Q A re they a l l up he re i n De t ro i t ?

A No, some of them, a couple of them, three of them here and
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A three of them down in East St. Louis.

Q What k ind of work, wel l they are not yet work ing.

A Well my daughter graduated from nursing and my son is with

my mother and the others are s t i l l in school .

Q Do you bring home a good paycheck? That's one thing that's

powerfu l about the work in the autoplants is to br ing home

a decent paycheck. Do you th ink the k ids wi l l be able to have

that same kind of economic securi ty?

A No

Q Why not?

A I f t h e y d o n ' t g e t i n t o a d i f f e r e n t l i n e . I d o n ' t t h e y w i l l

ge t th rough no fac tory you know l i ke I 'm get t ing .

Q Yeah

A Cause l ike I 'm say ing thewway that automat ion s tu ff is coming

on through. In the next few years they might have robots

l ike us sweeping the floors. So you know what I 'm say ing.

Q I th ink they got a robot coming in now, we l l i t ' s a b ig mach ine

to c lean the pa in t boo ths .

A Yeah

Q A pa in t boo th c leaner.

A T h e r e i t i s s o t h a t ' s w h a t I ' m s a y i n g .

Q If you sat back and said twenty years from now what do you

t h i n k t h e a u t o i n d u s t r y w i l l l o o k l i k e ?

A I b e l i e v e i t w i l l b e a l m o s t t h r o u g h R i c k .

Q L ike the Japanese? Or i t won' t be here at a l l .

A I t w i l l p r o b a b l y b e h e r e b u t i l ' m j u s t s a y i n g i t w i l l b e t h r o u g h

as f a r as peop le l i ke us i n t he nex t twen ty yea rs . I f t he re
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A won't be nobody working, who is going to buy the cars? In my

opin ion they are s tar t ing robots and do ing th is and making th ings

th i s and s ta r t ed ge t t i ng t hemse l ves ou t o f t he wa te r. A f t e r you

ge t a l l t h i s s tu f f i n the re , who i s go ing to buy i . t hem. Who

gonna buy them. Ain't nobody working, how you gonna buy some

th ing i f you no t work ing .

Q What about a l l the computer operators and robot operators?

A l l t he sk i l l ed t rade guys now s i t t i ng the re wa tch ing the robo ts?

A One man can wa tch t he who le l i ne . You r e l im ina t i on i s s t i l l

go ing . Robo ts can ' t buy no t rucks and s tu f f .

Q So why don't folks see?

A They see it Rick they just oh man come on^man shit. You know

t h e y s e e i t t h e y j u s t d o n ' t w a n t t o b e l i e v e i t . T h i s i s A m e r i c a
t h i s c a n ' t h a p p e n i n A m e r i c a . ( s h i t )

Q What can't happen in America?

A We don't lose no jobs or we don't have to worry about not

m a k i n g i t . T h i s i s t h e l a n d o f p l e n t y h e r e m a n . D o n ' t l e t

money happen in. We worry about hunger al l over the wor ld

shoot you thousands o f fo lks s tarv ing here so what 's the d i f

f e r e n c e i n A m e r i c a t h a n t h e r e i s i n a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y ? I t ' s

just they got a game they run on the people. You know you got

a number on freedom. You got freedom of speech, shit , you get

out there in the midd le o f that s t reet and say the wrong th ing

and see where you will go. As. long as you say what I l ike yeah

a s l o n g a s i t ' s w h a t I l i k e .

Q As a kid you were raised with a view of caring what was going

on and standing up. Did your dad or mom sort of give you this
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EJ sense of fight?

A Yeah, my dad told me if you believe whatever you wmite that you got to go and

the only thing you gonna accomplish something and anything you gonna make a

major change or drastic move like my father say, if you ain't ready to die

don't mess with it. In order to get piece or some kind of victory you got

to shed some blood. That's just the way I am. If you don't want it, just

go along with the rest of the crowd. Cause if step forward you gonna have

to suffer the consequences whatever that might be. This is the way I look

at things. There's got to be something shed for some type of victory to

come along. Somebody has to make the move and the people are ready for

i t .

Q Especial ly in the auto industry that 's the truth. What kind of things

do you do when you are not working or not sleeping? That you want to

tell us about.

A Not much, just mostly I just sit around. Like I'm saying on the weekend

I'm going to stay home on the weekend if I'm not out just messing on the

streets or something. I got me a bike so now during the summer I might

take my bike out.

Q What kind of bike do you have?

A Me and my wife got us a couple of Elites.

Q What kind?

A Eli tes, you know them l i t t le El i tes from down at Honda City. I real ly

don't do nothing. Maybe like a movie or something. Sit around get me

a little beer or something. Stay here or go to a couple of friends' house

or.something.

Q When you were growing up in East St. Louis and knew about the auto industry,

did you think about getting a job in the auto plants, did you think about that?
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A No I never did, the only thing waswwhen I growd up I was so hot headed. I

see my dad he worked for a car dealer but it wasn't no manufacturer, he just

worked for himself. He sell cars.

Q I s e e .

A That's why he pumped in my head for me to go to school but after I got kicked

out of school in East St. Louis I was thrown out and couldn't go to school

no more. And after I went to St. Charles, I done a little better at St. Charles.

Q St . Char les?

A I l l inois State training school for boys r ight outside of Chicago. Something

like reform school. I went there and got a little more knowledge on things.

You had to go to school.

Q Sure Sure.

A The things I did years ago, I regret but to me thatwas the best thing that

could have happened to me cause if Ihadn't went to St. Charles, I probably

would have been dead today. There's alot of things that folks was telling

you, you was listening but you weren't reading. And some of the same things

I was getting in trouble for I see was a better way than what they was telling

me they was . We was in different Gangs like the Gibson I was telling you

about. So it helped me. It gave me a different on l ife. It ain't no such

thing as you holding me down butv.it's the system you know and don't buck

the system. You can sit down and talkr:to people, do a little reading. I

couldn't even get in front of a crowd and talk.

Q What amazes me at the plant is at Christmas time, people will be working

double extra overtime then spend lots on Christmas presents.

A And if you notice, that's the way they got the contract set up. Now Christmas

is our tradition, the kids got up the tree, we got to have a turkey or something

on the table. We got to buy gifts and things and you getting too close to

Christmas to talk about whether maybe we ought to strike. Man they brreak their
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A necks getting over there ratifying them contracts. Man if we strike now

I got all this stuff put up for Christmas what would I do. That's a lot.

Q What was Christmas like when you were a kid? Do you remember a particular

Christmas that you really liked?

A All of them man all of them. I was living just as well then as I am now.

I ain't going- to^say we ate the best I never did see no hunger then and I

never did go ragged you understand. We kept warm, (his child interrupts

and wants to know if they are going riding today, father answers and child

says that father will have to help him get out the bike) As a child I enjoyed

a lot of things that I wouldn't want to go over but I think I would enjoy

again.

Q What are some of the things you enjoyed I see a little smile. What are you

thinking about?

A Like me and my father we had a good understanding. We could sit down and

we could talk. He would tell me different things, it don't matter what

color a man is. It ain't never been no prejudiced thing with me, it don't

make no difference. I don't look at you as white and me as black. Hey

if you my friend, you my friend. I wouldn't care if I went to Timbucktwo

-I may come over. Don't mess with him. Like he told me way back"then

they say you colored you gonna have friends different colors.

Q Did you have white friends when you were a kid?

A Heck yeah. I have more white friends than black friends because we get

to talking and they say you don't look at things this way. Then a lot

of them go on different movements. Like David Goldberg,Joe, Ed travel

a lot. We travel together. I talk to Jerry but we not as close as we

used to be cause he's not working right now. So I would say that he was

the best friend I got.

pa)
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Q When you're raising your ownkids, do you feel you are able to bring the

same kind of value to them?

A Yes I have.

Q What do you think your daughter will do when she finishes high school?

A Well if she keep on the way she doing now, I think she will do pretty good.

Right now I take up a lot of time with her. One of her classes she took

she was number five out of the states. I'm kind of tight on her. Weain't

going to watbh T.V. all day. We gonna get this work done cause that's the

name of the game. The t.v. and stuff you can do later.

Q The soaps aren't on from three o'clock?

A No we don't do that and she knows that. We learned this coming up. Get

your education, get out and mingle and go to different places, Go to

different functions where people talking and stuff. I don't go with her alot

of time but her mother take her or drop her off and stuff like that.

Q You been living in Detroit since }69 right?

A No I came to Detroit back in when they made that movie about me when I got

out of prison.

Q Made the what?

A That movie out there at.lNovi. Didn't you know about that picture?

Q N o

A Yeah they came down to New York you know the job....and the changes I have

made from the time they was going over my things. It last about twenty

minutes.

Q Take a step back, I don't know about this.

A Oh it was just like I had changed from a lot of things I was doing.; So they

tried to get in touch with me in East St. Louis so they found out I was here.

p$
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p> A So when they got in touch with me here, we made it out there at steel
in Novi. We was making boxcars. They ksked^me what bring the change in me

p and how come I ain't like I was then just lots of stuff. What the change
I made I had a good job. So they brough a bus and started filming when I got

pi)
[ on the bus. Do I think I would stay right or do I think I would go back into
« doing different things again. When I wasn't working I had all this leisure
' time, I would sit out and think of all this stuff to do.

p Q Sure, Sure. So you did a film. Was it on t.v.?
f,

A Yeah, they seen it in East St. Louis.
pa Q Did you ever show it to thekids?
_ A No, I ain't never seen it.
L Q You never seen it?
^ A I 've never seen it.

Q It would be great to show to the kids.
A Someone from New York come down and took it. No I never seen it but alot

of people here in Detroit have seen it. Cause I was in the store one day
I me and my wife and someone said hey you the fella that had the welding helmit
m and a piece of steel. Yeah I have never seen it Rick, My mother she has

seen it. My brother out in California and my uncle out in Washington seen
P it. Cause when we had it down at the reunion when I took Leo he said here's

the movie star.
p i
L Q This was done when, when was this done?
m A '64 when I came home, '64 or '65.

Q So that was before the rebelling started? It was right after the march
in Washington in '63 and Martin Luther King.

A They had been trying to catch me after I left St. Charles but I started

moving around because I got a lot of awards in St. Charles.

m
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Q Were they in skill development, the vocational training you were getting

there?

A Yeah, see when I first went there I wouldn't do anything, I wouldn't do

nothing. I started fighting and I stayed in the cell, most of the time.

You know they had just a little cell. At St. Charles you had cottages,

you didn't have no bars on your windows and stuff like that and I stayed

in the cell most of the time and wouldn't do no work.

Q How long were you there?

A In St. Charles man almost fifteen months. I kept breaking the rules.

Q You been a rebel your whole life?

A No no t rea l l y.

Q I 'm not saying that 's bad.

A I been thinking for myself that way.

Q O.K. alright. So you were at St. Charles, then you moved up here, you

u moved around for awhile?

A Yeah I left there and I went to Omaha, Nebraska got rani.out of Omaha

they kept me in jail til the bus came in so that's when I went to

Tocoma, Washington. They got me out of jail at night and put me on

greyhound bus so I went out to Tocoma and stayed with my uncle out there.

So I got out there and went to jail. So I left there and went to

Othella, Washington. It was harvest so I started picking peaches and

stuff l ike that. I got t ired of that and went to Las Vegas. I did pretty

good in Las Vegas then my father took sick. So I had to go back to East

St. Louis. A year and half later, no I came here and he died while I was

h e r e s o I c a m e o n b a c k a n d t h a t ' s w h e n I s t a r t e d t h e y g o t

in me for murder. I was in Fort Rouge and they sent to East St. Louis to

pick me up for murder so I had to go back there and stay months

til they had my trial. First t ime I got ready to go to trial that's when
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A Mr. King got killed. Second time I was getting ready to go to trial Robert

Kennedy got killed so for me going up for murder, My lawyer would tell me

this ain't the right t ime. So I went on to tr ial I got found not guilty

so I came back and my job at Rouge that's when I went to the truck plant.

Q When you first moved to Detroit, what's been some of the changes in Detroit

that you think about during the last twenty years? It's been twenty years

hasn ' t i t?

A Yeah about twenty years. Oh Rick.

Q You gotta pick your brain brother. When you moved to Detroit where did you

live, you didn't live here. Which side of town did you live in.

A When I first moved into Detroit, I was staying right over there on twelvth

and Penguin. When I first moved here. Well my unci* was staying on 16th.

street but like I say I had some friends that I hadmet. So Eugene Harley

was living on 12th. and Franklin. So I was here for a couple of days and

I started looking him up and I found him so I went on and started living

with him. My uncle st i l l l iv ing over there now. He's st i l l on 16th street.

Q What does he do?

A He repairs t.v.s, he got his own l i t t le shop.

Q Well Detroit must have been a big coming from East St. Louis. East St. Louis

is a small town, was it mostly black mostly white. Well right now East

St. Louis is mostly black. It was . After most of the stores started moving

out in December, it's mostly dominated by blacks.

Q But when you lived there it was mixed?

A It was mixed quite a bit, mixed then. Like I say they started all those

different movements and things and the stores and they started moving out.

Q So you lived over on 14th?

A No on 12th.

Q 12th. then the rebellions came in '67.
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A Yeah I was over there during that time.

Q Were you?

A Ye a h

Q Were you working in the plant then? You were at Paragon Steel then?

A Ye a h , n o I w a s a t c a u s e t h e n i g h t w e c a m e i n i t w a s s o m e t h i n g

like a Thursday night or Friday night or something

Q Do you think Detroit's in better shape now than it was when you moved

here?

A No, not to me.

Q What do you mean?

A I've seen a few improvements. I ain't really seen no drastic changes.

I don't know man. I lot more could be done I'l l put it that way. A lot

more could be done. Like I say, I seen something but it ain't enough to

turn no flip about. They got along ways to go yet before you know what

I'm saying. You still got a lot of people around here homeless, more

people starving. Maybe I didn't know this at the time I got here. I

ain't seen as many houses boarded up as I see now. Lot of people losing

their homes. So I can't really see no hell of a change. Not to me maybe

to someone else can I'm saying not to me. ~

Q Sure, sure. Do you let's see what you want to talk about. What kind of

work is your wife doing now.

A She's an R.N.

Q What hospital does she work at. Does sihe work in a hospital.

A Yeah downtown on Woodward. I don't know the name of it.

Q Detroit Osteopathic on Woodward near the library.

A Ye a h .

Q My friend is working there, he's an electrician. He's been working

there for a while. You must make 50 or 60 grand. 50 grand this last
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Q y e a r ?

A No I make more than that.

Q More than that?

A About $79,000 or something.

Q $79,000, that's more than all your relatives combined, but you don't think

i t ' s wor th i t ?

A N o

Q What do you do with it, $79,000 is alot of money. You should be a friend

of Ronald Regan almost. What do you do with $79,000.

A Spend it. If I don't I have to give it back to the government anyway. That's

why I don't work like I do out there it wouldn't benefitmme

Q Do a lot guys take medicals.

A Yes sir (person laughs)

Q What percentage of the guys?

A Half, oh man. They go out of there everyday. They say things like my

•shoulder hurts.

Q What's the hardest thing about working on the line?

A Hey man, the hassel, the hassel, the more you do you still don't do

enough. You understand what I'm saying.

Q But you do a good job. Everybody on the line will always say that

Scotty does good work. I never heard anybody say l ight paint

I never heard anything like that.

A I do my job unti l after lunch. The first five six or seven hours eight

hours, I 'm cool. But af ter eight hours man I start gett ing t i red. After

you been there four hours you done did eight hours worth of work compared

to other jobs.

Q What do you think you will do when you get out, you think you might just

pick and go one day?
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A I'm thinking seriously about it now Rick. Because the other day I told my

wife

Q You would give up your retirement, you would give it all up.

A It ain't going to do me any good no way. If I stay.ithere another thirteen

or fourteen years I'm gonna be dead anyway it ain't gonna benefit me.

It might benefit my wife.

Q She might be pretty lonely. So what do you think youmight do?

A I don't know I'm debating on it buddy, I'm debating about it seriously on

it. Thinking about it seriously.

Q I'm thinking about getting out. One of the reasons I'm writing the book

maybe it will sell a lot of copies then we will all have a big party. But

one of the reasons of writing the book is sort of a going away present. I

mean I don't want to look back in ten years and say that plant and my son

says what was it like there and all I can remember is the back ache or

something like that. I want to remember the people I worked with and the

stories and what my life was like. Cause otherwise it's pretty depressing

place. Do you talk about work much to your family.

A No, no. I be so tired we very seldom talk. You know like people come home

and say hi honey how was your day , hey I don't want to talk. It's not my

wife, it's just the attitude that I have. I have an hell of an attitude.

If my wife didn't understand me, my wife couldn't stand to be around me.

That job keeps me so uptight. It keeps me too uptight. As far as my

family we be cussing and hollering and falling out it ain't about that.

Hey man we walk around this house and don't siay nothing. I be just that

quiet and lots of times I don't have to say nothing. Cause when I come

in I'm gone to sleep and like when she get off well I'm already asleep.

Me and mother talk more than me and my wife do.

Q Your mother?
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A No I. mean my mother-in-law.

Q Your mother- in- law.

A So me and her really talk more than my wife and I. Cause I sees her like

if I get in while I'm eating or something maybe we will sit there and that

won't be more than a ten or fifteen minute conversation then I'm gone again.

Q Did you use to work the afternoon shift?

A Ye a h

Q What was that like? What hours did you work then?

A Oh man that was still

Q When you were first hired, you worked afternoons?

A I h ired in on af ternoons.

Q Tell me what the day was like. A lot folks don't know what it's like so

what was it like.

A W e l l

Q What time did your time start?

A We would go in like 5:30. I think it was 5:30 if I ain't mistaken and then

you there til the next morning. You leave in the daylight and get home

lay down get up then it's time to go back again. It's just been an up

and down thing with me eversince I really been there. It's been just work

work, work. And I was working hard then but it wasn't half as rough as

it is now.

Q Maybe it's because your are older.

A No man I 'm ta lk ing about the work I 'm do ing tw ice as much work .

Well almost twice as much work.

Q Do you get ten minutes an hour break?

A Yes, ten minutes an hour.

Q How come they give your guys more break than the rest of the line. The

rest of the line gets six minufees an hour you get ten.
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A Maybe it's because we painting orsomething. Well they be working this hard

on prime, well prime they gets ten minutes off. I guess that's one of the

un ion l i ke we get tha t th i r ty minute t ime and nobody e lse ge ts i t . To

clean the paint off the hands. I guess that's a thing between the union and

the company. They could give you fifteen or twenty minutes on the hour:.the

way they be sending those trucks down through there. They wouldn't be giving

you too much.

Q What do you have planned for vacation coming up?

A Oh man nothing really, maybe do a little work around the house.

Q Did you do the work in the basement here? Or did you have it done?

A Yeah I had i t done. I didn't do i t . I be too t ired to do anything.

Shit I went to paint and it took me six months to paint.

Q It's real nice, I like the wood in the basement. So you have it fixed up

nice with the bar, do you have a lot of parties here.

A Hey man I fixed this up just for me. Like on the weekends I come down here

just me. I like to be down here just by myself. This is my enjoyment right

here. This is my spot. All the time I bring my t.v. down here sit around

here.

Q Your family is going to church this morning?

A Yeah, they gett ing ready.

Q You're not a church goer?

A No , no

Q Does that cause hassel in the family that you don't want to go.

A No, I don't stop them from going. I went over there one time and I told

them don't ever ask me to come back over there no more. I'm singing one

song man they turned the page and I'm still on the first page singing and

they got disgusted in there.
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Q If there was one message you wanted to give your kids, what's that message?

What could you share that your dad told you. What kind of message would

you like them to hear from youv

A Well, I would want them to get education where I didn't get and I would want

them to get involved in differentmmovements as much as you can to help other

people that you see that or figure they need help. Join some of the struggles

and don't be afraid. Whatever you think if you think it's right speak up on

it. Don't be ashamed cause you know you gonna make mistakes but the greatest

men in the world made mistakes. Cause you make a mistake you don't give up.

If the road get rough, don't give up. Hang in there, get the best life you

can.

Q Let's take a little move to things happening in the world. I know you love

to talk about politics. Ronnie Regan, what's happening in Libya. What do

you think, I'm amazed still working on the trim line everybody around me

was ready to blow up Libya or take it over as another 51st state. What dp

you think about waffclt Ronald Regan has been doing.

A Well I admire Kadafi. I admired him because he do not bow to the United

States of America and I always have been a radical and to me he is a radical.

I admire him more than I do Regan.

Q Tell me about that, what do you respect about him?

A Because he's a man, he's a man. Hey United States you ain't no better than

any other country. Don't you mess with me. They know the United States

could blow it off the map in one day but the man say you show me what you

gonna do to me cause I won't put it out there for you to do it. The man

to run a country now, the man can't be no total fool. About him being

such a radical something wrong with him, he crazy that's what they are

saying. He saying well leave me alone But whatever you gonna do to me

don't tell me about just show me you gonna do it. But I will bring it to
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A you, I will bring it to you.

Q Do most of the guys on your line agree with you?

A No, no. Alot of them are mad ;cause like I say I admire him and I do admire

him, I do admire him. Out of all the politics, he's my number one man. He

always has been, he always have been.

Q Do you find that blacks anymore than whites have any different kinds of

views on that?

A) No, no. Just blow him up. That's it, that's i tinman. They Scotty they

something wrong with you.

Q What about Sheriff Lucas? The Wayne County Commissioner?

A He ain't worth two dead flies. Not to me. Not to me.

Q He's a black man to run for governor.

A No,he's just a black man whose going to go out there and mess up something.

That's all he's going to do. It just ain't his time, you understand what

I'm saying. It's not his time. Look at all the programs and stuff he's

doing now, there ain't no black in his right mind that's going to go out

there and vote for this fool.

Q I don't know. No black in his right mind.

A That's what I'm saying. But we also got a tendancy to cry when time for

election to come we do just the opposite anyway. As long as they ain't

running for nothing they tired of the people in there but time they run

they get right back in there. So they ain't looking for no change. The

same ones man I can't wait til election and they put the same ones

back in there. We don't want no change we want things to stay just like'

it is but we just cry. I'm tired and when the times change your work will

stay the same. So you put the same ones back in there and they start the
same crying back again. Well you voted for him at election time. So whatjs

going to make any difference now. So you have three or four more years

to cry again. But the next time comes he right back through the door again.
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A So you don't want no change. Can you keep these ten hours going, can you

keep these five, six, seven days a week going that's all they want. That's

the name of the game.

Q Do you think our plant will be working six days ten hours more years in the

future?

A No I can't see.

Q What do you think folks will do? When they start being cut back?

A A lot of them might kill themselves, really alot of them might kill themselves.

A lot of people at the plant use to making that type of money. Man you go

many places and tell them you work at the truck plant and you don't have

to worry:tabout getting no credit. I don't need credit. I can only spend

so much and you can only do so much. Cause buddy ten hours a day you know

you gotta be there to keep just what you got. So what's the sense me start

accummulating stuff that I can't enjoy. Like if I had a big mobile home

I get off on Friday evening Igot to park it back here on Sunday morning.

So it's sitting here, and there ain't but one day a week that I can enjoy

i t . That 's -sad. So gett ing al l these things you can' t enjoy st i l l don' t

make sense to me. I ain't gonna get a little Toyota get me a motor boat

and stuff. What am I gonna do when winter comes? My ski boat be stored.

So that's what I'm saying. If they cut out the hours it wouldn't bother

me cause my whole thing if I can',t pay my bills I tell my wife just

put it back up cause we can't do this. I don't keep judging on these

60 hours a week cause this ain't gonna last. We working ourselves right

on out of a job. It ain't gonna continue doing this for the next fifteen

or sixteen seventeen years. But you don't want to admit it. I can't see

it. It might be around but I just can't see it.

Q I'm amazed at how much folks can spend. One of the guys I work with, he

just bought some land in Irish Hills a couple lots and start building his

little log cabin that was for three thousand dollars. Another guy just bought
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Q a fi f t e e n t h o u s a n d d o l l a r b o a t . * ? 0
A That's what I'm saying. So what are you going to do about a boat, if you

don't pay for it, so you got the work to pay for it. You can put down a

hell of a down payment. You ain't going no where, working and giving it

back.

Q O.K. Scotty I'm ready to listen to you what do you want me to do?
A Go down to eight hours, quit all that overtime business, quit jumping

around from job b(b job. The plant's so messed up I can't even think of

it all. I get mad when I start thinking about it. Really I don't Hike

to discuss. I don't like to discuss my job period. When I leave there

man I don't want to discuss it. Like I told my wife don't ever ask

me anything about the Michigan Truck Plant. Cause when I leave I'm through.

That's just the way I think. When it come-down to how we talking now not

trying to be funny with you that's just the way I think The

police stopped me the other morning about three o'clock and say where

you heading to I say I work at the Michigan Truck plant out in Wayne. And

you going to work at this time of the morning and I say buddy it might
sound funny but that's where I'm going I got my lunch in the back seat.

Cause one of my headlights was out. That's what he stopped me for cause

my head light was out. I said well I was going to work. That man looked
at me like hey I didn't know you were going to work at this time of the

morning. We taling three o'clock in the morning you understand what I'm

saying.
Q Sure, Sure
A And I was onmy way to work.

Q You start at three in the morning?
A No by the time I pick up Joe and I pick up Al we get out there about

quarter to five in the morningi <]0r something like that. Like I said I
drink me a coffee and get myself together. I just can't come in and go


