
BILLIE JEAN NEWSOME

Q What is your age?
A I am 32.

Q Why don't you just start talking about what your Christmas was like.
A B e a u t i f u l . W e l l , i t w a s r e a l n i c e . I h a d m y f a m i l y o v e r f o r

Thanksgiving, so I thought I would have them over for Thanksgiving and

get it out of the way so I can I can have Christmas you know. So my
son he supposed to came over for Christmas, but he didn't so he came

over for New Year's, and it was my husband's first time meeting our

daughter-in-law, she's from Morocco. So... it was real nice you know,
reunion wi th new daughter- in- law and everyth ing. Beaut i fu l reunion,

and most of all the rest. Plenty of rest and you ready to go back into

the factory.

Q Your son is in the service?
A Yes he is.

Q You met his wife?
A Ye a , I m e t h i s w i f e . S h e ' s f r o m M o r o c c o , A f r i c a , a n d t h e y g o t a

daughter. She be 1 year old tomorrow.

Q I s t h i s y o u r fi r s t g r a n d b a b y ? * ~
A Ye s .

Q Share with me what job you do in the plant.
A Okay. . . we l l . . . okay. I s ta r ted in the p lan t i n 1977 . M ich igan t ruck

p lant , that is my base p lant . Okay, so urn. . . I 'm s tar t ing f rom the
beginning you know. So urn, I worked days for 90 days, then I went on
afternoons. I was working the afternoon shif t in 1980 and they laid

the afternoon shift off. So, we was, well, I was like uh, back and



fo r th to Wayne Assembly you know. They had me work ing l i ke uh. . . 89

d a y s i n s p e c t o r y o u k n o w . f o r o n e y e a r . T h e n t h e y l a i d m e o f f f o r

a n o t h e r y e a r . S o , y o u k n o w, I w a s o f f a n d o n f o r l i k e I w o r k e d 6 0

d a y s . o f f a g a i n , 4 m o n t h s , o f f a g a i n , y o u k n o w i n b e t w e e n t h e n . I

w a s n ' t m a r r i e d t h e n . S o w h e n I w e n t b a c k t o t h e c a r p l a n t I m e t m y

h u s b a n d . . H e w a s t h e r e , m y h u s b a n d . A f t e r b e i n g l a i d o f f a n d

e v e r y t h i n g I m e t h i m . We w a s t a l k i n g i t o v e r y o u k n o w, a n d m y l a s t

f o r e m a n s a i d I s h o u l d m a r r y h i m . S o y e a , I m a r r i e d h i m . S o I g o t

m a r r i e d i n 1 9 8 2 . O k a y, s o I w a s l a i d o f f l i k e u m . . . f o r a b o u t t w o

years beof re I went back in 1985, you know. No - 1984 I was la id o f f

two years. So I went back to the truck plant they hired me in uh as uh

w h a t i s i t , u h , t h e y h i r e d m e i n a s a w a t e r s h i e l d . P u t t i n 1 t h e p a p e r

on the door in trim department.

What is i t ca l led?

Wate rsh ie ld j ob . So when I wen t i n , uh , t hey t ra ined me . . . you know,

showed me the job I have to do. No - first they put me on the I .V. job

p u l l i n g t h o s e I . V. ' s y o u k n o w, t h e w i r e s a n d s t u f f o u t . S o m y f r i e n d

s a y n o B i l l r f c s - ^ e ^ ^ ^ c a n - t h a t ' c a u s e y o u r b r e a s t , a r e . . i n .

t he way. I sa id yea we l l I ' l l have to t a l k t o D i ck o r somebody ' cause

I don ' t t h i nk I *m gonna l i ke th i s . So he ta l ked to D ick and D ick took

me up to the Watershield job. So, uh. they trained me.

What exactly is the Watershield job?

The Wa te rsh ie l d j ob i s l i ke t he r i gh t doo r. . . t he passenge r doo r s i de .

O k a y i t i s a b i l l u p . T h e fi r s t t i m e I w a s d o i n g i t , I w a s p u t t i n g t h i s

sealer on the door with a sealer gun. Then I would take a sheet of
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p a p e r . . . w e l l W a t e r s h i e l d p a p e r , p u t i t o n t h e d o o r - fi t i t o n t h e

d o o r , t e a r a p i e c e o f t a p e , p u t i t d o w n a t t h e b o t t o m o f i t , s e a l i t

up. Then I take the door handle, shake the door handle and then I wi l l

pu l l a rubber s t r ip over the door.

Q What did you find hard about that job?

A W h a t I f o u n d h a r d a b o u t i t w a s p u t t i n ' t h a t s e a l e r o n t h e d o o r .

Because every day I was messed up with that black stuff you know. Then

w h i l e I w a s l e a r n i n g i t , i t w a s r e a l l y a m e s s , y o u k n o w. . . u n t i l I g o t

the hang o f i t and every th ing . Oh, and I pu t i t on the ta i lga te .
^ Q The ta i l ga te too?

* A Ye s . S o t h a t w a s t h e h a r d p a r t a b o u t i t . Yo u k n o w , a n d t h e j o b s

s t a r t e d c o m i n g y o u k n o w. . . d o i n g t h a t . S o , u h , t h e y l a i d m e o f f i n
IB)

L 1 9 8 5 . J a n u a r y 11 , 1 9 8 5 . . S o I w a s o f f a y e a r a n d t h r e e m o n t h s . I h a d
drew all of my unemployment and everything.
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i. Q How much did you get in unemployment? Did you get sub pay too?

^ A Ye a , s u b p a y. I t b e n i c e , n o t t o b a d . S o I w e n t b a c k t o w o r k . T h e y

cal led me back to work in 1986. February, 1986, and put me r ight back

--■oh- the- -Watershield- job you-know.: - And i -couldn't undelfstandr""'wEyV but

you know, who was to question. I was glad to get back. So, uh, when I
went back , I worked a l l the way up to changeover. They put in a new

») mach ine . They took the sea le r gun ou t and they pu t the new mach ine in

i t l i k e t h e r o b o t .

Q Explain that to me. What do you mean?
A O k a y. T h i s m a c h i n e , o k a y, i t s i t s o n m y s i d e . I t c a n l o a d t h e p a p e r

up and i t 's some k ind of s t icky chemical tak ing the p lace of the sealer



stuff you know. So, urn, they put in the machine and as I mash this

b u t t o n , t h e g l a s s w i l l g o d o w n , a n d t h i s s t i c k y s t u f f w i l l g o a l l

around the paper and it will come up then I just take the sheet out and

put i t on the door. So that 's a l i t t le better.

Q Why is it better?
A Because I don' t have to deal with grabbing the sealer gun and, uh,

putt in' that stuff in and plus you don't have to worry about a mess
from that stuff . So, you know, that is fantast ic, that was beaut i fu l .

Now the job is a little better, but you know how they is. They figure

they took off one thing and put something else on there you know.
Because they took the tailgate off and they gave us the map pocket.

The map pocket is something l ike a l i t t le glove compartment, to put

maps and something in. So, uh, it's still the same.
Do you have to run on the job? Do you work pretty steady?

Well, I'm not gonna run on a job.

Q What do you mean?..If the jobs are coming fast, don't you run?
A N o . I l e t i t g o .

Y o u l e t - i t g a ? - - ' - - - - —

Yes. I mean, you know, I told my foreman what my committee man told

me. He said, do not run on the job. That's the main thing I keep in
the back of my head. Work at my pace, you know, steady working pace.

I do not run on the job. I used to because I used to try to, urn, like

the fellow that worked on the other side, I was trying to keep up with

him, but I just real ized he's been doing th is job for 10 years, you
know what I am saying? It is natural to him, you know, this is



something new to me 'cause I have been on like two years. So I started

doing it, then I saw -it was so uncomfortable for me, so I stopped, and
worked at my own pace, you know, a steady pace. So... when Dick found

out I was doing that, so he took me off the job. I couldn't keep i t

up, he probably was sti l l keeping it up, but i t was hurt ing him too,

you know. So now I am working my steady pace, you know. If I don't

put enough piping on... you know.
Who gets it? What happens?

We l l , t h e r e p a i r m a n g e t s i t , y o u k n o w. We l l , C l i f f o r d g e t s i t , i f

don't get it, it wil l go all the way then they will send someone else

over to the o ther s ide and they ' l l ge t i t . I t don ' t be too many, i t

probably be one to two. It al l depends how many map pockets they
receive in a row. Sometimes you have three, you know, trucks in there

that doesn't call for map pocket. So it all depends how many they, you

know, send in. Sometimes there can be like 21 in the room.

So that's when you might fall behind?

Yea, fall behind.
So you work with the • robot now,--you- work at your own pace still-;- Do

you think that the robot has added to the quality of the job? Do think
that is better or worse with the robot?

Well, I don't know, because so far, since the robots been in. They put
in the changeover in July, you know, the second week of July. Okay,

since I have been back working with it, we haven't had complaints about
water leakage. I don't know if it has or what, because when we had the

sealer, that black stuff there was a lot of water leakage. There was



someth ing wrong the re you know. Bu t now s ince th i s robo t i s i n , t hey

don ' t , as f a r as I know, t hey don ' t come t o be w i t h comp la i n t s abou t

water leakage, you know. Sometimes, I goes over there and check.

Oh, you do check? You are tha t in teres ted? You want to know what is

happening?

Yea, because I feel like, urn, I want to do my job good, you know what I

am saying, and plus, I got a Ford product.

You do?

m A Ye a , I g o t a 8 5 L i n c o l n , a n d I f e e l l i k e , u r n , y o u k n o w , fi r s t I w a s

buy ing o the r ca rs , bu t now I f ee l l i ke s i nce I wo rk f o r Fo rd ' s I ' l l buy
m F o r d p r o d u c t s , y o u k n o w. B o b t o l d m e t h a t ; h e w o r k s o n t h e l i n e . H e

said why don't you buy a Ford product. You know, and I looked with my
up-

husband . I was gonna ge t a R i ve r i a . And my husband sa id , s i nce we

. w o r k f o r F o r d , h e w o r k s n e x t d o o r .

: { Q Oh, he works a t the car p lan t?

P A U h h u h . H e s a i d s i n c e w e w o r k f o r F o r d , w e ' l l j u s t g o a n d g e t a F o r d

car, and we can get the A plan and everyth ing, you know. And I said I
p)
f - - - rea-ll-y don-'fc- like what they got.--He said letf s -try -the Towne- Car, you

know. I sa id oh , okay. I t was a luxury car and la rge .

Q T h a t i s a r e a l l u x u r y, l u x u r y c a r ?

m A I s a i d o k a y. N a w, I w a s t a k i n g t h e F o r d , b e c a u s e w h e n w e t r a v e l w e

goes to l ike to Texas. He is f rom Texas.

Q Fo r t Wor th?
A Yea, and we go to Texas l ike two Chr istmas' we been to Texas. Wel l , no

one Christmas and when his mother passed we went. So, ah, it rides

Sffl)
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l i ke an a i rp lane. So I see the qua l i ty, I en joy. So by me work ing

there, I wanted my quality job to be good and then plus I don't want no

one coming and talking, you know, saying anything to me, you know. The

better I work, the better I feel comfortable. Because if anyone comes
and aggravates me, I be mad, you know. My whole day be ruined.

Well, how to they aggravate you? Do you remember times when they used
to aggravate you?

Yea, well, when we had this sealer stuff, that black stuff. They would

constantly come over there. Like the men would over there from the

garage, you know. So I guess the supervisors or something. And I

g u e s s t h i s m a n w o u l d c h e c k f o r w a t e r l e a k s . H e h a d a a n d
he would write down how many water leaks were from my side, and so they

check it, it would be like a lot of water leaks. Then they would come

over there and they would say what is the problem. I would say there
is not no problem, only thing I am doing is putting the stuff on there

and it is up to the sealers it they want to seal so... So they tell me

to rub i t down . I sa id I can ' t nu rse t h i s j ob . When these t r ucks

-start coming, I cannot stay -there and just nurse -the job, you- know-. -So

I don't what the problem is. And, the majority of the time, the sealer

has air in it, and that's not no good. Because the air, l ike it foams

up.
Bubbles?

Yea, i t bubbles up and you see i t won' t s t ick . You know what I 'm

saying? Because they have to have all the quality of the sealer there
to make it stick like you know. So, doing this you know, they like



upset you, because you don't want no one standing there and watching

you. You know like you're not doing the job.
Q Especially just coming back layoff?
A Yea, you don't know how long you will be there. They just use you when

they can then they kick you back out there. You know, all this, you

know, so urn, I tell them. I say "Hey, I'm doing the best that I can".

Q Do you think that the small the robot and the way that i t is putt ing
the sealer on has improved the quality as well as gotten them off your
back a l i t t le?

Wait, let me tell you something. Okay, like I go out and check; they
would tell me so much. You see, okay, so, um, they probably really not

telling us. You know what I am saying? They put a $25, uh $50,000.00
machine in there, and this machine is taught to do it.

Is that what it cost, $50,000.00?

I don' t know. I th ink i t cost that much, you know, $50,000.00, you

know. So, uh, they're not goin' to tel l me if their really reaching or
what. They probably come back and tell me, "take the tape and cover

the holes" you icnow what I am saying? It would probably me my fault.

It would probably be like the tape is not covering the hole real good

or something like that. They gonna go all around the issue, you know.
There not going to blame the machine?

There not gonna blame the machine. Their gonna t ry to b lame the

machine operater. Now, check this out. When I was working, you know
how all these people would come in there when we first launched our new
truck?



Q Which people?
A Well, these people from the launching team, the launching team for the

new truck. You know, like engineers and everything, they come in and
check it out to see if they are properly being put together and stuff.

So I was working and I am always talking and making conversation, you

know, because I want to know, you know, who is who? Well, they have a

badge; I looked, you know, and I asked them, I talked to them. I said
" W h a t i s y o u r j o b s p e c i a l i z e i n . " T h e o n e w a l k e d o n s a y i n g I

s p e c i a l i z e i n s e a l e r o r s o m e t h i n g . I s a i d " O h , y o u s p e c i a l i z e i n
sealer? He said yes, I am specializing any one of these new trucks. I

got to find out where there coming from. I said "Oh yea". I said have

you been getting water leaks from the door since they added the new
machine in? He said yes. So, you know, he told me that, but they in

the garage, you know, don't say nothing. So, he said he was trying to

find out what was the problem.

Q Hasn't the employee involvement program created better communication
that you would know what is going on? It sounds l ike the same old

- . s t u f f - . - - ■ ' - . ; . . . t : r - . . : . * : - _ . . . . . . ; - . _■ - - ~ ; ™ ~ .

A Okay, t he emp loyee invo lvemen t , u rn . . . I f ee l l i ke , um, l i ke j us t a

little something from the committee, I mean, you know, that is just a

little something the factory put up because they wants to know how you

feel, the job, you know. They want to get closer to you, you know.
The employee involvement it just came two or three years ago, something

l ike that , you know. So, I remember when I firs t came in there in

1984, see they treated me like I was brand-new, like I came in from,
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you know, Wayne Assembly and had never been at the truck plant. And,
that's when the manager, ah, Wallace, was there, remember him? He was

the t ruck manager then, he lef t . I don' t know his first name. Wel l ,

anyway, they took us th rough l i ke an o r ien ta t ion , wh ich was n ice
because we didn't have to work and they paid us for the whole day.

Q What was that orientation like?
A The or ientat ion, okay, they hired us in, fi l led out an appl icat ion, and

e v e r y t h i n g , a n d s o w e s i t t h e r e . T h e n , t h e y b r i n g i n , l i k e t h e y
i n t r oduce t he peop le i n l abo r r e l a t i ons , t hey i n t r oduce peop le i n

s tock , they in t roduce peop le l i ke , uh , d i f fe ren t p rograms, l i ke the

E.I. committee man, you know. They was taking us in as brand-new. So,

we went in the room. We discussed with the committee man, they told us
what is what. I think this was, um, P.E.P. program.

Q What is that?
A The P.E.P. is, um, Preparing Employment, I don't know, but i t 's some

type of fund for health. It is a certain fund, you know, like we would
go in and we would just work only eight hours. Okay, they would pay

- out. of. ~t"tte-lr -P-.E-P...-program," and then we work ten hours,T~Foxd would, pay .

us the other two hours. Okay, so we was like gettin' two checks.

Q It was a way to stop the layoffs for a while. So they wouldn't lay you
off they had a special program, and they can move you around any way

they want.
A You know, the P.E.P. program they can do anything because we on the

program we work for the P.E.P. program.
Q So you had this orientation?
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Yes , t he commi t tee man exp la ined to us wha t i s happen in ' , you know,

what does a re job cons is ts o f , and , um, you know they to ld us how i t

worked any everything. So, we went to work the next day, we worked ten

h o u r s , y o u k n o w. I t w a s , I d o n ' t k n o w, i t w a s t h e m l i t t l e t h i n g s , y o u

know. Because what they d id , was they h i red us in , we was someth ing

l i ke u t i l i t y, you know, we wou ld l ea rn the j ob . Some o f t hem was fas t

i n l e a r n i n g t h e j o b . B u t , m y p o l i c y i s , I ' m n o t g o n n a l e a r n t o o m a n y

of them.

Why do you say that?

B e c a u s e I d o n ' t w a n t t o d o i t , y o u k n o w, I d o n ' t w a n t t o b e d o i n g

d i f f e r e n t j o b s . I j u s t w a n t t o d o o n e .

Q You l i ke one job?

A Y e s .

Q Why is i t tha t you l i ke one job?

B e c a u s e I j u s t l i k e t o s t a y, y o u k n o w, i n o n e j o b , y o u k n o w. I d o n ' t

l ike. You know, they can loan me out, you know, when they loan me out

i t w o u l d b e t w o p e o p l e , o n e j o b t h a t s fi n e . I d o n ' t w a n t t o l e a r n t w o

or three jobs because, um, it-f-s -aggravating-, -you know what I 'm saying.

Once you get adjusted to one...

You like to be set?

Yea.

Your new contact new year, the i r probably going to s tar t pay ing you for

know ing more t han one j ob . Do you t h i nk t ha t t h i s i s a good i dea o r
bad idea? Would that affect you?

You know what? That's um, you know what if someone's missing, you



now, it won't be hard, that's slick. TheiAr1 tricky, you know what I 'm

saying? That 's a l i t t le gimmick. Because i f someone's absent, they' l l

[ always have somebody else who know they job and they can play chess (?)
m You know what I'm saying? That's good, then again, the fellow he wants
L to get more money he allowed it.

^Q But that's not important to you?
A No it's not important to me I'm only a woman.

Q What does that mean.
A Because I can only do so much. I don't care what it is, you know.

I Q Do you think because you are a woman your just...

m A Some of those jobs I know man would have to do 'em, you know what I am

saying? Some of them, I know, and I wouldn't try it. So I do my best

P whatever job they put me on, I ' l l try i t , but you know, I 'm not goin...
Have you had hard or bad experiences being a woman in the plant? There

is not many women in that plant? Putting you on bad jobs, or even from

the guys in the line or from the foreman. How do they relate to you?

Very good.

Q - W h a t d o - y o u m e a n ? . ~ - ~ . . ~ _ _ _
A I comes in there . I 'm B.J . , you know, I 'm down open, I 'm down to

earth. That's how I want you to come to me - you know, open. They

lie, you know, and you can tell it.

Q What do you mean they lie?
A They te l l you , we l l , okay, jus t l i ke I . . . when I fi rs t came. . . when I

came back the second time on that job, it was R.T.'s job, and, um, ...

Q It was what?



I t was R.T. , he name is Richard, you know. So, uh, i t was his job, and

I was, because peop le was coming in to the labor re la t ions they seen I

was coming back, they knew I knew the job. So B.J. , you might as wel l

g e t r e a d y ' c a u s e y o u g o i n g b a c k o n t h a t j o b . I s a i d W h a t ? I d o n ' t

have to come in here and l i ke I 'm new, you know, they gonna have to

train me on something else, you know. He said "nope, you going back on

tha t same job" . Okay, so by the fo reman and genera l fo reman new me

f r o m t h e p a s t . I c o m e b a c k o n t h a t s a m e s e t , y o u k n o w. I g o t u p s e t

b e c a u s e o f i n t h e P. E . P. p r o g r a m t h e y e x p l a i n e d t o m e i n t h e P. E . P.

p rog ram you supposed to l ea rn th ree d i f f e ren t j obs , you know. I d idn ' t

want to come back on the th ing I was on there before I got la id o ff . I

wanted to go to another department, I want to learn something else you

k n o w, s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t . B e c a u s e I f e e l l i k e t h e s e a l e r j o b i s i f

anyone can do t ha t ; you can do any th i ng , you know wha t I 'm say ing .

B e c a u s e i t w a s h a r d , i t w a s h a r d . B e c a u s e y o u h a d t o w o r k i n t h e r e

t o o . Yo u k n o w w h a t I ' m t a k i n g a b o u t , y o u k n o w. I f e e l l i k e I w a n t t o

e x p l o r e s o m e w h e r e e l s e y o u k n o w. O k a y, t h e y d i d i t b e c a u s e I k e p t

hollering..about .it.... _I_ called . the committee men and,. I toJLd JiAiil. that_

they done stuck me r ight back on the same job, and I said that I want
t o b e t r a i n e d ' c a u s e t h e y e x p l a i n e d , t h e P. E . P. p e o p l e a r e t o b e

trained, you know you stay on the job only three days and then you move

on and go somewhere else.

You are supposed to fi l l in when someone is not there anywhere in the

plant - that was the goal?

That was the goal, but we supposed to train, l ike we take three days
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with a person in training and we learn his job and we move on. You

know, we was l ike uti l i ty and they was having us l ike uti l i ty people.

So, ah, they put me on the job because R.T. saw me coming in. They put
on that job, they trained me on that job. They start ing me back off

fresh on that sealer job for three days again, you know. So, you know,

naturally people who had the job for a year it will come back to you

natura l ly. So I was do ing i t any every th ing and I was ta lk ing and
doing again, and found myself doing it for a week. So then I started
hol lor ing at my committee man you know. I said Br ian, you know I

always take steps procedures, I never go over nobody's head. I said

Brian, I been on this job for goin' on seven days. The P.E.P. program
and you all explained to me what was the P.E.P. program. I said I did

not get hired in here a production worker and plus back on the same

job. So he said okay B.J. we'll see. You know the committee man and
the general foreman they always do their thing.

What do you mean?

Well, they negotiate on you, you know what I 'm saying. They makes
-deals- like- you- say well suppose B. J-* -blah, blah- this- and you do- Jthis

and thing sweetie pie wil l probably say well if she do this and then

y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g ? Yo u i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h i s a n d t h e y

negotiating with you, you know, how you should do it.
Does that bother you?

We l l , i f h e d o i t r i g h t i t d o n ' t b o t h e r m e . I f h e d o i t w r o n g , i t
bothers me because I will take it to another step you know what I am

saying? Because I told him, I to ld Br ian, I said Br ian, I said I am
paying you out of my check every month and you suppose to be something
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l ike a lawyer and I want my business taken care of r ight . He just
looked at me l ike that 's r ight, you know it 's my r ight. He looked at

me he said that 's one thing about B.J. she is very meaningful and

f o r c e f u l a n d t h a t ' s r i g h t . I s a i d j u s t b e c a u s e . . . j u s t l i k e o n t h i s

job here, I said i f i t 's not r ight you al l be down here on me in a
minute about gett in ' this job together. So I want my business taken

care of, you know. Treat me as quota and I'll treat you, you know what

I'm talking.about? So I started hollerin1, so Brian said he would see

what he was doin'. So Brian was too slow and I remember... what is...

Archie Kenney? I remember he gave me his phone number and I called and

he wasn't at home his recording was on. So he finally called me back

and I explained to him what was happenin'. So he did somethin' I got
off the job you know. I guess they gave me a breather, you know what

I 'm saying they just p laying games wi th me. So I got off of i t , so

they had me floating around for a couple of three days you know, so...
I gets right back on it, okay, so he said he needs R.T. over there for
the I .V. l i ne , you know. Th i s pe rson was gone . So I seen tha t I

couldn't fight -thi-s Smitty no more, so went I went up-to meet him, you

know. I always catch him walking in the hall.

Q Smitty is the General Foreman right?
A General Foreman, yea Dan Smith. I went up to him, I said Dan be honest

with me be truthful with me. I said am I gonna be on this job as long

as I'm here. He looked at me, you know he looked me, and he said yea
B.J. I think so because I need Richard T. over there on the I.V. line
because we are short over there. I said well how come you didn't just
tell me, you know... 'cause my mind was telling me get training here
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you know I'm going by what the new program is, you know what I'm

saying, but here they is playing games and see I'm like this, I want to
know what's happen' you know, because that way I can adjust myself to,

P you know, how I'm gonna work, you know because you know you get trained

for d i f fe rent jobs , bu t i f you k ind l i ke in a ba l l , you know, you ' re

not settled, you know. So, on one job, you can get adjusted to it. you

know. Like you can make it your second home, you know, because you're

gonna be there you know for a whi le. Like I see you reading your
paper, you know, you're gonna be there. He told me, yea, he was honest
with me, he said yea B.J. you gonna be there. So, I said well, I said

"Oh God", I started praying, you know, I goes to church a whole lot. I

started praying to God, I said oh God, I said Lord I know I said is

this true. I said Lord is this gonna be me here? I said Amen, you

know. I sa id wel l God you got to make these th ings bet ter. I sa id

because I 'm tired of a grimey monkey. Sealer all over the place, all

p over my shoes and people look at me and say God! You know I won't buy

no new clothes. My housekeeper she gets mad with me. We was washing

—and the sealer" would:" still be there. "She- say -what is all this- sticky-

stuff? I said, hey I'm not buying no new clothes, you know.

Q You don't wear coveralls?
A No. Ah ah, not coveralls. They make you too hot and then make you

lose your feminine, you know?

Q Your what?
A You r f em inen . I t makes you l ook l i ke a man i n one o f t hose . I 'm

already working like a man so I really don't, you know dress and look
like one, you know. So I said oh God you got to make this better for

IP)
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me. I said, I can't stand this, you know, i t 's l ike a pain. You know

I ha te to be nas ty a l l the t ime. Every t ime there 's a par ty I go t ta

wash my hair and wash this stuff off. I couldn't gloves, you know.

Why couldn't you wear gloves?
'Cause I had to pull the tape and the tape was sticking. Now I use

them because I'm not using the sealer, and sometimes the sealer gets on

your hands. I t 's just a mess, l ike you said you had experience with
it, you know. It was just a mess, you know. When you work with gooky

stuff, it gets in your mouth and it is nasty.

Q One of the reasons you don't wear coveralls is because you want to
sti l l hold onto your femininity?

A Well , that 's my opinion.

Q You r i den t i t y i s impo r t an t t o you and t ha t i s wha t I wan t t o t a l k
about. Do the guys on the line relate to you as one of the guys? How

do they relate to you?

A Well, my relationship with the guysx is they relate to me as a woman.

My relat ionship is l ike I , you know, c loser l ike a s ister image. You
know what- I'm saying? Like, um, it—a--fella-come -and- try- to talk- to

me... I 'm married, I 'm happi ly married. Like a fel la come and try to

talk to me I reverse it. I tell him well suppose your wife was doing

this, you know, I break it down to him and they leave me alone. So I
c o m e s b a c k w i t h ' e m l i k e a s i s t e r i m a g e , y o u k n o w. W e g e t a

r e l a t i o n s h i p i n l i k e a b u d d y , b u d d y , l i k e a f r i e n d , f r i e n d

re la t i onsh ip . Tha t ' s how I wan t my re la t i onsh ip w i th t he fe l l as i n
there. They real nice.

Q They respect you? They don't try to get on with you?



No. They give their respect. Well they call me a Holy Roly.

A Holy Roly?

Yea, I'm saved you know. And I carry myself, you know. You never see

me smoke or cuss or nothing in there you know. I just me, you know,

n a t u r a l l y . A n d e s p e c i a l l y S c o t t y . S c o t t y t r i e d i t , b u t , u m , I
reversed my thing to him I told him suppose your wife was doing that?

He just looked at me and he said you know your crazy.

So they call you...

.Holy Roly. Plus I go to church.
Is there any difference in the way the white guys or the black guys

relate to you in that kind of respect.

A All of 'em relates to me just about the same, you know, because it 's

like, um... I always learned that you show how you is, you know what
I'm saying? You show the type of people you is, you lay it out on the

l ine you know. And then , they, they, okay, I ' l l say l i ke a ' xample

like Jack. Jack Holmes he works on the trim. He had gotten pretty bad

h imse l f , bu t i t was l i ke I w i l l dea l w i th the i r mind; I reverse tha t

thing",^because it' s- like, um,: he -started making the" insinuation- like-
racial like you know.

Q What kind of things?
A L i k e , u h , B . J W e l l fi r s t o f a l l l i k e D e t r o i t . Yo u k n o w , l i k e a

whole lot of !em don't like Mayor Young, okay. So... um, you know they

say litt le aggravations, you know. I guess what used to get me fired
is I used to...

What kind of things would they say?

Well, like, uh, Mayor Young is prejudice against them and stuff you
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know. And then , I te l l them we l l Mayor Young i s do ing h is job . I
said— me and my husband was talking we said because of all the white

people had moved out of Detroit. They left Detroit for dead, you know
what I'm saying? And, here comes a black Mayor who built Detroit up

and now they taking it like, um, he's prejudice against them, you know

what I'm saying because this mayor he's down to earth, you know what
I 'm saying? So, uh, they don't l ike that 'cause I tel l 'em l ike i t is,

you know. So, uh, I tell Jack, I say Jack I said well... He made this
comment he said you people you know. But you are starting to see what

I 'm say ing about h im and coming f rom. You peop le my fa ther, my

grandfather owned one of you. I said oh yea, and guess what? This is
86 baby, I said look, I said you here, I'm here we making the same

money, I sa i d I w i l l p robab l y have you r g randdaugh te r do i ng my

housekeeping work you know? He look, you know, I turn his head around,
you know I get 'em wear it hurts, you know. So they can just come off

of it and then I come back as a sister image. I love 'em you know what
I 'm say ing, you know. Just te l l me i f I say anyth ing I 'm sorry, I ' l l

L_ apologize you know I love- 'em.— You-know-I--come back -to them I want to

be l ike f r iend image. Because a l l o f us in th is together, you know

what I'm saying. We making the same thing, the same bucks, we got the

same income, you know. And, I have to break 'em down again another

t ime he kept throwing the ins inuat ion l ike ah. . . L ike ah, B.J . , um,
> like he's downing me, you know what I'm saying. I had to cut him off,

I said hey look.
i
Q What did he say?
A It was something about, um, something about, um, I don't have, you



know, ah, it was something about he was downing me 'cause I was black

you know what I'm saying, you know. It was something, you know, so I

j u s t s t o p p e d r i g h t t h e r e . I d i d n ' t s a y i t i n f r o n t o f e v e r y b o d y, I

wispered in his ear, I said you know what Jack? I said, I work in the

factory, my husband works in the factory, I said I got just as much as
you, or more. So you might as well cut the bullshitting out, 'cause we
we might as well work together and be for real people I said get that

out of your head, you know. He looked at me, you know, so ever since

then, um, he hasn't came to that role with me that we talked about. I

don't know, they probably tease with other people, but I lay it down

because I don't want to tease 'cause it 's enough problems in there.

So, um, you know, he left that alone. He started off with that believe
or not, but not know. Just l ike they pick with 'em and stuff , and I

say Jack I love you, and he thank you B.J., you know. So, you know, I
turn i t around into something l ike love you know which i t a l l boi ls

down to you know. We in this together, we have to work together and
have a happy atmosphere 'cause it's already rough, working mentally and

-physically for the factory. You know what: IJm saying so- us -brothersr
uh, sisters, and the union we gots to you know we have to make this

thing work comfortably, you know. And so...
You hired in 77 about 10 years ago, what do you think that kind of

test ing segment ing the whites in the plant and that k ind of sort of
thing? Do you think that it has gotten better or worse?
I t ' s s t i l l t h e r e . Yo u c a n f e e l t h e v i b e s , i t ' s s t i l l , y o u k n o w I

not iced, um, too, l ike, um when I first got hire in there ain ' t real ly

caring too much about a black woman, you know. Black woman is in
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there, but they didn't care too much about her because they have to
hire you because they hire white woman too, you know. I worked, I

didn't get my ninety days in; they fired me.

Q What happened?
A See, um, they put you on a hard job, you know what I'm saying, and see,

um they want you to do i t . They hired me in... they fired me three

weeks after that, you know. They put me on a hard job you know. They

put all of us ladies on a hard job when we first got in there because

they, uh, I guess they was seeing where they at; do they want to work
or whatever. So, I was hanging in there, in there on that job and

stuff. Probably messing a couple of things up, but I was hangin1 there

you know. It wasn't no reason to fight. So they just fired me.
Q Were you carrying instrument panels in and putt ing the wires on the

instrument panels?

A No. I was working in chasis then. I was doing the splasher job.

Q The what job?
A T h e s p l a s h e r j o b . T h i s j o b i s l i k e a h , I h a d t o r u n a b o u t fi f t e e n

screws to put" on one" side of the truck-and it was- like, it-was., up..-there

by the battery job, okay. It was like I had to shoot the mud splasher.

Q Underneath the tire that rubber thing?
A Yea. And I had to shoot the screws in. A whole lot of l i t t le screws.

I had to use these screws to put everything, you know, screw 'em up,

you know. So, uh,... The reason why they fired me was because they
wanted to get rid of the woman. They got rid of two white woman and
one b lack, that was me. They got r id o f us . So, uh, I say wel l I

tried, you know, so, uh, Jeff he tried to get in touch with me because
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they had called those two white woman back, but they didn't call me
back, you know. So, you know, Jeff was furious.

Q He is the president of the union?
A Yea president of the union. Jeff was fur ious because they wanted to

know why, 'cause they didn't have no grounds for firing for me. • They

fired the white woman so it won't look so bad they had to get a black

one too. I guess to go with 'em and stuff you know. So, uh, Jeff and

Charlie Haskins he was the truck plant chairman. They was furious they
wanted to know how come they fired me. Because they checked; I was

doin' a good job and so... So, uh, they was looking for me, you know,

they couldn't find out what happened to me. My phone number some way

got crossed and so. . . They couldn' t find me and stuff so one day,

something told me call the plant. I was kind of grieving. I was kind
of hurt. I wanted to know why they fired me.

Q You just got hired in and was making good money?
A Yea, and then they just fired me, you know, I don't know what for. So

I waited.

~ Q Y o u w e r e j u s t t w e n t y - t w o y e a r s o l d t h e n ? - - : ~ ~ „ - - -
A Yea, yea, yea, I was twenty-two with my daughter. My daughter was like

four years old. I had her when I was... No she was seven. I had her

when I was fi f teen. So I was hur t . I was off l i ke three weeks, or

four weeks. So I called back, I wanted to know why they fired me. So
I called back and Jeff said B.J. where you been? I said home. He said

girl we been trying to get in touch with you. We been trying to bring

you back to work. I said what? He said yes because it wasn't your
fault they fired you. So he said come on in here so we can take of
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this. I said okay. So I came in, they paid me for the whole time.

Q Rea l l y?
A Yea, they fired me because there wasn't no reason why they fired me.

Because they had brought the other two women back you know. But I was

stil l out there and they was looking for me so they paid me for the

whole t ime I was off . Okay, so, um, I worked af ternoons then. But

afternoons, af ternoons shi f t was l ike a more fr iendly atmosphere. I t
was beautiful.

Q How was it friendlier?
A It was younger people. It was my age and everything. We was fresh.

I t was new and everything. So everybody was l ike together. So we

would go and, that's when I was drinking and stuff. We would go out

and have us a d r ink . I t was more l i ke , uh , a c lose env i ronment .

Everybody was close and everything and I hung in there. Then they laid
off the shift and it hurt everybody because, uh, afternoon shift it was

l ike a fami ly. I t was l ike everybody was together. I t wasn' t nothing
no one wouldn't do for you. If you wanted somethin', they would tell

W h o g o t i t ^ 7 . - : ' - : - . . : : - : . : T t . . . . :

What do you mean?

I'm talking about like weed or something, yea. Getting high.

Are there much drugs in the plant?

I t wasn ' t . . .

There talking about drug testing. The image of an auto worker is that

they're al l a bunch of dope of drugsters. There al l doing dope and
there all high.

You know what? When I got hired in there, when I went on afternoons,
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afternoons was doing it.

Q Doing what?
A You know, l i ke ge t t i n ' h igh . I t was l i ke a wor ld ins ide o f a wor ld ,

you know afternoons. You know what I'm saying. You just working, you

working ten•hours.

Q Paint a picture for me.
A Okay, it was l ike underground world. See, okay, l ike, uh, you in here

for ten hours, when you leave out it five o'clock in the morning, you
know what I'm saying. So we had to make the party... You know we had

to make the bes t o f i t i n t he a f te rnoons . So a f te rnoon , d rugs , i t

wasn ' t we l l okay. When I s tar ted i t was in there . They was do ing

drugs, you know. Use drugs, you know weed.

Q Was there much coke?
A No. No coke. I t was l i ke speed, l i ke debs. I used to take them to

stay up, you know just to keep you up, just to work, you know. You
come in l ike five o 'c lock and get o ff a t five o 'c lock that 's uh, you
know that's underground life. You know, everybody was speeding back.

~To -me, when, were .my . crowd was everybody was speeding back, you know.

But now, I don't know I 'm not offered to the drug scene because I

figure i f you offer in ' you know who al ls doing i t , whatever. I 'm not
into i t . I don' t dr ink or nothin ' anymore, see. So I don' t know who

or who is doin' it now.

Q Let's take a step back. I want to paint a picture of that underground
scene, because that to me... Did you ever see Richard Pryor film Blue
Collar?

A Yea, yea.
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Q I think he captured in the film sort of the energy and the love that
closeness folks have for each other in the plant. I want to capture

t h a t , t h a t ' s r e a l i m p o r t a n t t o m e , b e c a u s e I t h i n k i t ' s s o m e t h i n g

special that is not experienced in most other jobs. When you say that
. there was this closeness, would you get high when you got there at five

o'clock in the racks, what would it be like?

A I have to talk i t from my point of view because you know, l ike, um,

when, um, when you go in and punch in and everything you get situated.
You get ready for your job and stuff you know. So, um, you, um, okay,

like me, I always took diet pills it would speed you up and stuff. So

I always took mine before I came in you know, and stuff you know. So

it was like, uh, you knew who it was because they would come and they

would ask me. They say B.J. you got any blah, blah this, you know what

I'm saying. I say yeh, I would give 'em one. ' I would give it to them

because it was like when I get high I want everybody high with me, you

know, and stuff you know. So, uh, it was like one thing would lead to
another and then I never smoke weed because I would get paranoid you

------ krrow^ -So->~-"±t was like I always-^wanted to get something--.-t-a -take home,

you know, so I could have it around the house and stuff. So I asked
who got some smoke, you know. So, when you in that crowd, you know who

is who and then sometime I think, um, we never smoked weed in that

p lant .
Q You d idn ' t?
A No. No. No. We gave Mich igan Truck P lan t tha t much respec t you

know. And most, I don't know, probably some guys sneak and do it, but

there's always being people around. So I guess they didn't want them
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Q Do some folks go to the bathroom to do it?
A Yea, in the lockers and stuff. Probably so. And then, you know if you

doing, if you doing debs, you know who have the debs. If you doing
smoke, then you know who has the smoke.

Q Do you think it interferes with production?
A Naw.

Q .Do you th ink i t mat tered. You know the argument is that the auto
workers did so much that they couldn't do good jobs. Now they do good

jobs.
A No see . . . I t h ink tha t , uh , ou r a f te rnoon sh i f t , we was l i ke th i s . . .

We was doing our jobs and then again we didn't care, you know. It

wasn't a force thing you know. They just had us working, they had us

working just doing our job. But we didn't have, uh, we didn't have a
whole lo t o f p r ide to i t , l i ke . I t was l i ke we was in there mak ing

money, gett ing high, but we was doing the job. The foreman wasn't

tough like they is now. You know what I'm saying.

q Yo u ' r e — s a y i n g t h e f o r e m a n - - i s - - t o u g h e r n o w. - . _ - _ - . . . . _ _ - . - - - .
A Yea, the foreman is hard now, because...

Q How does that show itself?
A Because when they started the Quality Job One that's when they had

started getting really tough on things, you know. And then, I guess by

the, the, they finally fed up. I guess they had got a new program for

the, with the head man how they wanted to be. So they pressured the

foreman, the general foreman, and al l of that. So they tougher now
than they were back then, you know. Everything wasn't tight, you



27

know. Everything was freebie, you know.

Q What got tighter, when you say that what do you think about during your

typical day that's different now than the way it was?
A Wel l , i t ' s t ighter because, uh, they want the qual i ty in i t . So, what

I think is, is the top men is squeezing the supervisor and the general

foreman, you know what I'm saying. Because they got this...

Q How does it end up on you?
A It ends up on me... the general foreman squeezes the foreman, and the

foreman, well, he supposed to come and talk to the key operator. It

bo i ls down to th is b ig fac tory, okay. I rea l ly see how i t was, you

know. This b ig factory okay l ike in the department t r im. Okay they

got four foreman, wel l , I th ink they do. Four foreman, one general
f o r e m a n , a n d s u p e r v i s o r. S u p e r v i s o r, g e n e r a l f o r e m a n , t h e n f o u r
foreman. Okay the general foreman over these four foreman. Okay each

foreman got a line they know how they line, they know the job. What

k i nd o f j ob i s wha t i t ' s supposed t o be l i ke , you know wha t I 'm

saying? Okay, so, when it's something wrong on they job, they general
----- foreman would get they—foreman, if the job---was--did—on his job* . they-

would get him and, Smitty, you know he hollers to get his point across

to 'em. He holler at him and tell 'em blah, blah this you know. Get

this together. So that foreman wil l go back to the key operator, you

know, they got a, they got it so now they can get down to the main

thing now.
Q They didn't have that before?
A N a w, i t w a s n ' t l i k e i t , t h a t s y s t e m w a s n ' t l i k e t h a t . N o w i t ' s a

better system you know. How it's set up and stuff you know.
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Q When you say it's harder, does that mean the relationships are worse or
better now between the supervisors, the general foreman, and the key

operators.
A Wel l , um, they, what they t ry ing to do i s , they t ry ing to make the

s i tua t ion rea l n ice . They want i t to be bet te r, because tha t 's why

they got the employee involvement program. And ah, they want to have a
foreman and key operations relationship, you know what I 'm saying?

They want to cut down this tower, you know.
Q How are they doing?

A They doing pretty good. It all depends on the foreman, but so far, see

it's pretty good, you know, because, um, I guess everybody now is...

What is boi ls down to is they don' t need the aggravat ion; , a l l th is

hol ler in ' and stuff , you know. Okay, Smit ty, he hol ler at them, you

know, but I turn my thing around. I holler at Smitty and he comes by
and tell me B.J. don't say nothin', don't say nothin1 to me. Because

like I used... because me I used the same tack Smitty uses, you know.
Like he be hollerin' and stuff I holler back at him and stuff. He said

-■——don't holler-at me—E-^J., I said see you—can dish-it, but you- can' t-taka

i t , you know, so you ought to stop hol ler ' at people and stuff you
know. But, you know, it's, um, they tryin' to bring, um, employee and

foreman relationship close and stuff.

Q How would you say you changed? You obviously went through big changes
from the day you hired in to now they call you the Holy Roller, and
when you hired in you were partying and having fun in a different way.

What happened to make you change? How did it affect your work and your

fami ly.
A Beautiful. I met my husband over at the car plant in 1982.
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A Beautiful. I met my husband over at the car plant in 1982. Then the

af te rnoon sh i f t had go t la id o f f . . . okay. . . in 80 . I was la id o f f fo r

l ike two years... then Wayne Assembly that 's when they started that

Quality One, you know. 'Cause that's when...

Q What happened that made them start getting involved with the quality?
A 'Cause I guess the Japanese... I guess the Japanese was having quality

and so they want you know to star t having qual i ty. They figure. . . I

believe so... They figuring that Americans can make they cars... make

they car a bet ter qual i ty too, you know what I 'm say ing? Because
that's when everybody was buying the Japanese car like the Mercedes and

them little Hondas you know all that you know. They was leaving from

the American car so... Ford always been a step ahead you know. So Ford

used i t qual i ty. . . Qual i ty One, you know. So in 82 that 's when they

came out wi th that Escor t , I th ink the Escor t , yea, the Escor t . So

they hired the people with my seniority 77 they called us back it was
like around 'bout fifty of us, you know. They hired us in back in an

inspection program. We was inspectors. It was beautiful.

Q Now they have eliminated all of the inspectors?
A Yea, yea, I" guess they got these machines now you know. You know, ah,

you haven't been over there? Back over there at the end of my line
th ree , and over there where , um, Tommy Lee work a t . . . They go t

computers, little machines that check all of that stuff now.
Q I t checks a l l o f the e lec t r ica l s tu f f?
A Ye a , e l e c t r i c a l s t u f f .

Q They used to have people doing it?
A Yea, you know, yea. So, um,...
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Q That's another example of the new technology?
A Yea , bu t you know I don ' t t h i nk i t ' s r i gh t , because I f ee l l i ke t he

machines can't buy cars, you know. They should keep the workers in

there you know. I , I figure as long as the workers work, they wi l l

spend money because they have money they will buy cars. If, if you get
these computers and stuff in there, who gonna buy 'em, you know what
I'm saying. People don't have no money, you know.

Q Well, how come Ford doesn't that?
A Well, Ford trying to see, you know, they don't have to pay that man...

you see? Each employee calls costs a certain amount of money, you know
what I'm saying? And see, this man, see this computer don't have to go

to the bathroom, this computer don't have to... You don't have to worry
about this computer not comin' in, you know what I 'm saying? Ford

looking at, you know, making money, but they not looking at who gonna

buy it, you know what I'm saying. They tryin' to find a easier way.

Q So what they are doing is if they can sell cars and make more money off
of each car?

A Yea, wel l , that 's what they doin ' but i t a in ' t gonna work, you know,

because, um, people gotta have a job.

Q Why?
A They got to live, you know? They got to have a job, these computers

just can't come in here and just take over and, um, where these people

goin', you know, there will be more people on the state on the aid or
somethin'. You know...

Q B u t d i d n ' t i t h e l p y o u r j o b , m a k e i t a l i t t l e e a s i e r ? Yo u g o t t h i s
l i t t le robot next to you.
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A Wel l yea, okay, just l ike they put that l i t t le robot in there, but he 's

not doing the job. I 'm st i l l doin ' i t , you know what I 'm saying. The

only he 's do ing i t jus t put t ing the g lue around the paper. But you
know I have seen a job that a robot is doing what men is supposed to

do, you know. Just like over there in body and stuff, you know. Okay

just l ike a weld in ' machine th is robot is operated to punch cer ta in
holes out, you know. They used to have a man there welding out the

holes, you know what I'm saying?

Q Don't you think on your job right now, it didn't eliminate you...
A No i t d idn ' t e l imin. . . i t helped me.

Q It helped you?
A Ye a .

Q Eventually won't they add work to your job; take it away from someone
else because that machine is helping you?

A W e l l , o k a y. . .

Q What I 'm trying to relate to you is how you see your part icular job.
You want the automat ion because i t w i l l he lp you, but i t w i l l a lso

eliminate a particular job. How do you deal with that?

A Well, see, it 's up on the operator, because" the operators can only do

so much just l ike I got that new machine. They took the tailgate off

so I got the new machine so they put the map pocket on. So you can

only do so much, okay. So they probably did eliminate a job, but they
had to um... Okay when they put some on this job, it falls back you

know, more on the other job, so like the people in4 our line they ain't

g o n n a d o b u t s o m u c h . A n d , t h e n t h a t ' s s t i l l m a d e a j o b . T h e y
still... you know what I'm saying? Somebody gots to put the rubber
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strip on. They got to take something off you know what I 'm saying?
Because they try to over... they try to give... they cut your same job

out and put a little bit on my job, you know what I'm saying? You know

they took the tai lpocket off , um, they took the tai lgate off . So they

put a little bit on mine then I complain I can't do it.

Q So i f you s t ick together. . .
A Stick together and don't to too much they will still have to have those

same peoples you know. But some people they work and don't realize

. what they doin' they probably do. Because people don't work al ike,
some people they can work you know it don't bother them you know they

can get down.

Q So, if you were Owen Beaver, President of the Union, what would you do
about technology?

A Technology, I wouldn' t have a lot of technology comin ' in . Just l ike,

um, Bi l l was te l l ing me they got th is l ine feeder goin ' back in the

s tock par t ge t t in ' the s tock , th is l i t t le robot go in ' down the a is le .

They got it next door, but they tore it up.
Q Who tore it up?
A I guess the employees, they didn't want it there, you knew. " Because

that was a man's... that knocked a man's job out you know.

Q So the guys tore it up?

A. Yea, they tore it up.

Q What do you think of that?
A I th ink i t 's fantast ic ! You know what? My husband he te l ls me, he's

been there at Ford for twenty years at Wayne Assembly. And he tells me

Wayne Assembly is more together. Well his department is cushion is
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m o r e t o g e t h e r. I f t h e y s o m e o n e i n t h e r e t r y i n ' t o c u t o f f a j o b , t h e y

w i l l a l l s t i c k t o g e t h e r. T h e y w i l l n o t g e t t h e y. j o b c u t o f f , y o u k n o w.

Q Does that happen in t r im, in your area?

A A h , I d o n ' t s e e i t , I c a n ' t s e e i t , b u t i t ' s w h o l e l o t d i f f e r e n t .

Q M a y b e t h e r e ' s a d i f f e r e n c e b e i n g t h e r e t e n y e a r s a n d s t i c k i n g t o g e t h e r

twenty years.
A Yea, they know everybody in the Cushion Department, you know. So when

he say i t 's . . . I f someone come in there, an engineer come in there and

t r y a n c u t o f f a j o b , t h e y a l l s t i c k t o g e t h e r , t h e y w i l l . T h e y w i l l

n o t , i t a n y t h i n g , t h e y w i l l b r i n g i n t w o m o r e m e n i n t h e y d e p a r t m e n t ,

y o u k n o w, t h e y c l o s e , y o u k n o w, t h e y s t i c k s t o g e t h e r a b o u t t h a t . S o ,

u m , I d o n ' t s e e i t , I d o n ' t s e e i t i n m i n e . I s e e e v e r y b o d y, t h e y n o t

gonna overdo i t you know. They gonna just do what they can and s tuff

you know, so I don't see i t .

Q Go back to what you were saying about how you changed when you were

saved.

A I m e t m y h u s b a n d i n 8 2 . T h e y h i r e d u s i n a s i n s p e c t o r s l i k e t o b r i n g

in stock and we l ike check the part i f there was a scratch or something

t h e y w o u l d p u t u s i n d i f f e r e n t d e p a r t m e n t s . O k a y, t h a t w a s j u s t f o r

e i g h t y - n i n e d a y s y o u k n o w, w e h a d t o d o t h a t f o r e i g h t y - n i n e d a y s .

Okay a f te r tha t , I go t l a id o f f aga in . Okay, so they h i red me back in ,

and they hired me in to the Cushion Department, but my husband worked

t h e r e , o k a y s o t h e y h i r e d m e o n . . . T h e y h a d m e d o i n g t h i s ( )

j o b , y o u k n o w w i t h t h i s b i g ( ) g u n , s t a p l i n g t h e c u s h i o n t o
the meta l , you know. I cou ldn ' t do i t so , um, Ern ie the foreman, um, I

to ld ' em you know. I 'm gonna te l l you wha t I can ' t . . . I t o ld ' em I
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c a n ' t d o i t ' c a u s e t h e g u n i s - t o o h a r d f o r . . . i t h u r t s m y a r m , y o u

k n o w. I s a i d m a n , b u t y o u c a n t r a i n m e t o d o a n y t h i n g e l s e o n t h i s

l i n e I c a n d o i t y o u k n o w, I c a n d o i t y o u k n o w. S o i t w a s l i k e a

c h a l l e n g e t o h i m . S o h e s a i d o k a y. S o h e p u t m e a t t h e e n d o f t h e

l i n e , h e w o u l d b e m e a t t h e t e l e t y p e , f e e d i n g t h e l i n e . P u t t i n g t h e . . .

I h a d t o g o p i c k u p t h e f e e d b a c k , p u t i t o n t h e l i n e a n d s t u f f , y o u

know. So tha t wasn ' t ha rd as l ong as I l ea rned the codes and s tu f f I

was feed ing the l ine . Okay, so , um, my husband, I met my husband in

the re and he d idn ' t . . .

Q How did i t happen?

A W e l l , h o w d i d i t h a p p e n w a s . . . O k a y, I ' m s t i l l o n t o t h e g e t t i n ' h i g h

scene you know I had my big radio you know. I was sneaking my cognac

in wi th my coke. You know I would go to the cafe ter ia and keep me a

b i g t a l l g l a s s o f i c e a n d , u m , I w a s s m o k i n ' m y c i g a r e t t e s a n d s t u f f ,

you know. And a l l the other fe l lows would come up and ta lk to me you

know, they would you know come to you and rap to you and all this stuff

you know. So he re come my husband , he re l i eved me on the l i ne . So

th is man d idn ' t say noth in ' and thought what 's wrong. Then I asked h im

later, I say, um, what 's wrong wi th h im? He was va in or someth ing you

know he was d i f f e ren t f r om eve rybody e l se . I sa i d , wha t ' s w rong w i t h

h im . They sa id oh he goes to chu rch I was ta l k i ng to George and he

s a i d o h h e g o e s t o c h u r c h . I s a i d o h y e a . S o h e r e l i e v e d m e t h e n .

And I used to be upset 'cause ah I had to work and here this man he was

leaving work, he was leaving to go home. And I a lways l ike a chal lenge
like that you know. Whenever a man don't pay me no attention I want to

know why? I was smaller and everything then you know. I was going and
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I was talking and he wasn't paying any attention to me.

Q He didn't want none of your cognac and coke?
A No , and then , a f t e r t hey to ld me tha t , I 'm s t i l l go ing th rough tha t

drinking stuff you know. So when he come back around like the next day
and stuff I would turn my radio down, I would cover my cognac up, I

would put my cigarette out. I was giving him that respect you know.
Because ah...

Q Just out of respect?
A Yea, because by him not doing it you know. And then me I was always

ra ised in church, you know. I rea l ly be l ieve in God you know and
s t u f f .

Q You said that you stopped the smoking was it out of respect to him or
out of respect to your own past in your relation to the church, or was

it like, "I gonna get this guy"?

A It was out of respect, um, from my church, you know, smoking was bad, I
know drinking was bad, and then, the music, you know... I know, you

know, that was, you know, that was bad because like I said I'm brought

up on the church in the background, you know, and stuff. You know, I
was given5 him repect because it was like he was running around there
with a halo o'er his head, you know what I'm saying? All these fellas

they doing there thing and they talking, you know and everybody doing

they thing. But him, I seen something different and it was like a halo
over his head. He was nice, smooth, you know l ike everything was

smooth, you know like everything was smooth and stuff. Well, I said I
don't want to smoke in front of him, I'm gonna give him respect because
he don't, you know, he don't do that stuff, so, that's when I put the
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c iga re t t e ou t , cove red t he l i quo r and , I t u rned t he mus i c down ' cause

when he come around there by me to re l ieve , I g ive h im tha t respec t ,

you know. So, uh, I said one day... See when he comes down to me I am

t h e e n d . H e r e l i e v e s t h e l a s t p e r s o n a n d h e l e a v e s o u t , y o u k n o w. I

sa id one day I 'm gonna ta lk to tha t man. I sa id I 'm gonna ta lk to h im

you know. But dur ing tha t t ime, I , um, I was par ty ing you know, I was

do in ' my t h i ng and s tu f f you know. Um, my daugh te r was s tay ing and

stuff with my mom and uh, I had my apartment, this was how crazy I was,

I had apa r tmen t , I had my cous in s tay ing a t my apa r tmen t and I was

shacking wi th th is fe l la down here on Eight Mi le. And, my daughter was

s tay i ng w i t h my mo the r, so ge t t i n ' h i gh and eve ry th i n ' you don ' t have

your mind together and stuff you know. So, he final ly came back around

again and I looked at h im, I sa id can I ta lk to you? He said yea, so I

s t a r t e d e x p l a i n i n g m y p r o b l e m s . I t h o u g h t , t e l l i n g h i m w h a t w a s

happenin ' wi th me and stuff , you know. He say, uh, wel l , you know, the

o n l y t h i n g I c a n t e l l y o u i s t o g e t y o u r f a m i l y b a c k , g e t y o u r

apartment back, you know, get your l i festy le back together because what

y o u i s d o i n g i s n o t . . . W h a t y o u d o i n g , y o u n o t h a p p y i n d o i n g i t . S o

he gave me good sound advice.

Q The sol id down-home stuff?

A T h a t ' s r i g h t . I w a s n ' t t a k i n g c a r e o f b u s i n e s s , I w a s j u s t o u t t h e r e .

I wasn' t you know. My daughter was staying with my mom and stuff you

k n o w. I w a s j u s t d o i n g i t y o u k n o w. S o y o u k n o w I s t a r t e d t h i n k i n g

abou t tha t you know and I was jus t rea l l y th ink ing abou t i t you know.

So , um, I t o l d my. . . My cous in was s tay ing the re , t hey pu t me i n t he

ho le because they wasn ' t l i ke pay ing the l i gh t b i l l and s tu f f and a l l
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the money I was ou t . . . I th ink I was t ry ing to save to money and see

a l l t h e m o n e y I w a s s a v i n g , i t w e n t b a c k i n t o t h e a p a r t m e n t . I t w a s

j u s t a m e s s , y o u k n o w. N o t h i n g d i d n ' t g o o u t r i g h t . S o I g a v e m y
cous in and them t ime to ge t ou t o f my apar tment and s tu f f you know.

T h e h o u s e w a s . . . t h e y m e s s e d i t u p y o u k n o w. S o w h e n I d i d t h a t

t h e y. . . I h a d t o fi g h t t h e m t o g e t o u t y o u k n o w. I a c t u a l l y h a d t o g o
move them out you know. So when I got in there the house was a mess.

T h e l i g h t b i l l w a s u p h i g h y o u k n o w. I h a d t o t a k e a l l t h e m o n e y I

t o l d m y s e l f w a s s a v i n g , p u t i t b a c k i n t o . . . I h a d t o p a i n t t h e h o u s e ,

they had. . . Uh, i t was a mess. Roaches in there , I had to fumigate i t ,

I h a d t o g e t i t . . .

Q Where was this?

A T h i s w a s i n t h e . . . I u s e d t o s t a y i n I n k s t e r . O k a y, I s t a y e d r i g h t o f f

o f H e n r y R u f f i n t o t h e g a s h o m e s . A n d , u m , w h e n I d i d t h a t , o k a y, I

w a s l a i d o f f a g a i n . I g o t l a i d o f f i n b e t w e e n t h e r e a g a i n t o o . S o

w h e n I d i d t h a t I g o t m y h o u s e b a c k a n d e v e r y t h i n g . T h e y c a l l e d m e

back, I went back to work. I didn't see him no more, you know what I 'm

saying? So I said he had gave me good advice and I was coming in and I

h a d j u s t d r o p p e d m e a d e b , t h e y c a l l i t d i e t p i l l , D U L , I h a d j u s t

d ropped me a d i e t p i l l I com in ' i n and he a lways hung ou t i n Doug ' s

committee room. How know how Wayne has committee rooms, okay, he was

c o m i n g a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r a n d I w a s c o m i n g . H e s a i d h e y d e v i l . I
l o o k e d a t h i m a n d I s a i d d e v i l , w h y y o u c a l l i n g m e a d e v i l ? I g o t

c o n v i c t e d r i g h t t h e n ' c a u s e I t o o k o n e o f t h o s e p i l l s . I s a i d w h y y o u

cal l ing me a devi l? I knew he was angry and stuff , and I sa id oh god.
So I wonder why th is man ca l l ing me a dev i l , I couln ' t rest . So I went
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b a c k t o h i m a n d a s k e d h i m . H e j u s t s t a r t e d l a u g h i n g , h e s a i d I w a s

just k idd ing wi th you. I sa id no you must have a reason for ca l l ing me

d e v i l , y o u c a l l m e . . . H e s a i d n o I w a s j u s t k i d d i n g w i t h y o u . A n d

then I to ld h im I sa id you know what? You know that adv ice you gave

me, you know I d id i t . He said oh good, good, you know. So they took

m e i n t h e T r i m D e p a r t m e n t a n d h e w a s d o i n g c u s h i o n s . S o , u m , h e

fi n a l l y m a d e . . . We l l . . . I w a s s t i l l d o i n g t h e s a m e I h a d m y r a d i o . S o

they cal l h im Preacher at Wayne Assembly 'cause he always carrying his

B i b l e a n d s t u f f . S o , u h , I h a d d i f f e r e n t f e l l a s c o m i n g o v e r t h e r e a n d

t a l k i n g a n d s t u f f . S o , t h i s g i r l I w a s w o r k i n g t h e l i n e w i t h s h e s a i d

he don' t come over there. I t was l ike, uh, you know. What she got h im

over there for you know? He had come over there, he always had a bag

o f s t u f f , t h e y a l w a y s s c o f f h i m ' c a u s e w h e n h e t a l k s h e a l w a y s s a y

someth ing about the lo rd and s tu f f you know. So , um, he come over I

ta lk w i th h im about . . . Hey any th ing they say about church I l i ke them.

I w a s n ' t d o i n g i t , s o I l i k e d i t t h e n . I g u e s s i t w a s j u s t m y c h a n g e

in me you know or someth ing . So he was ta lk ing and comment ing and

stuff and these women and stuff were looking and him and saying how you

get h im. What 's happening you got the Preacher on you, you know so I

went on about my business. And so he asked me for my phone number, he

would cal l me sometime you know. So whatever he was tel l ing me about

the l o rd sounded good to me , you know. I t was d i f f e ren t conve rsa t i on

f rom a l l t he res t o f ' em they conve rsa t i on . So , I sa id okay, so . . .

Q What do you think of people who preach so much in the plant at time?
A A t t h a t t i m e , h e w a s n ' t p r e a c h i n g t h e r e . H e w o u l d h a v e a c o n v e r s a t i o n

with you, but his conversat ion would be i t was isn' t god good, you
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know and how you wou ld reac t you know. I t ' s some peop le so on fi re

i t ' s j us t pa the t i c and they a in ' t know. . . you know wha t I say ing? They

so s t i ngy and h igh you know. I t a in ' t l i ke tha t you . So , um, he asked

me for my phone number and I asked for his. So we was... I don't know

I never got around to giv ing i t to h im so one day I said, I promised to

give this man my phone number so let me give i t to him. You know just

l ike you asked me... you know let me give i t to 'em you know. So, um,

I gave i t to h im, I go t h is . Okay dur ing tha t t ime I was shack ing w i th

a Boxer you know. He was boxing and stuff you know. So, he cal led me

and the fel la I was staying with he answered the phone. So, um, he say

can I speak to B.J.? You know that was my house, my telephone, wanted

to talk to B.J. you know. He said yea so he gave the phone to me. And

so we was having a conversation on the phone and he was down. I l ike

t o h e a r t h a t b e c a u s e i t w a s d i f f e r e n t , i t w a s d i f f e r e n t f r o m a l l t h e

o ther conversa t ion everybody e lse was pu t t i n ' down, you know. So , we

w a s t a l k i n g a l o n g t i m e a n d h e , t h e b o x e r, h e b e s i t t i n g o v e r t h e r e .

'Cause he couldn' t say anyth ing that was house you know I was saying

l i ke th i s i s m ine , you know. A f te r the conversa t ion end I hang up and

s tu f f you know. A f te r then , I go t la id o f f aga in . . Okay.

Q Were you wor r ied a l l these t imes you were la id o f f tha t you wou ld ever

get ca l led back, d id i t bother you?

A N o i t d i d n ' t b o t h e r m e . ' C a u s e I t o o k c a r e o f - m y b u s i n e s s r i g h t y o u

know. Laid off I had employment and stuff so.

Q Did you ever end up on A.D.C. or anything?
A L ike I sa id when I marr ied h im I was a lmost to that po in t you know so.

So , uh , when uh , I go t l a id o f f aga in , bu t be fo re I go t l a id o f f I t ook
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a med ica l . I d id one o f those s tup id th ings , you know I d idn ' t want to

get la id off , I wanted to draw medical so went and had foot surgery so

I was going through that you know slick, you know.

Q Did you need i t?

A W e l l , y e a , a c o r n . To g e t i t s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t c o r n s y o u k n o w I h a d

corns and s tu f f and they s t ra igh tened ou t my toes . Yea, in a way, you

k n o w. I d i d n ' t h a v e t o , b u t i n a w a y I d i d y o u k n o w s o I s a i d I ' m

gonna go ahead and do this so can just take the medical money instead

o f g e t t i n g l a i d o f f f o r I c o u l d p u t i t o f f l o n g e r a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w.

So , ah , some th ing happened to t ha t Boxe r, oh I t h i nk , um, he ah , he

went to ja i l or someth ing, he d id someth ing and went to ja i l . So I was

b y m e s e l f s i n g l e a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w A n d I h a d fi x e d m y h o u s e u p ,

bough t me , uh , t h i s was the yea r when I bough t a new tab le se t and

every th ing . I d idn ' t have no fu rn i tu re , even when we was toge ther and
stuff you know. So, uh, I seen him when I was gonna turn in my medical

pape rs and I seen h im . He sa id , uh , and I i nv i t ed h im ove r, hey why

don ' t youn come over and some co f fee and cake , we ' l l s i t up and ta lk

and so he said okay sure. So I gave him my address and stuff . So me

and my twin s is ter. . . So i t was two weeks I had to go turn my medical

p a p e r s i n . S o w e s e e n h i m p a r k l o o k i n g f o r m y a d d r e s s . S o I s a i d

Bobby there he is , I go t a tw in s is ter name Bobby. I sa id Bobby there

he is . Bobby s topped h im and I sa id you look in ' for me he sa id yea. I

sa id okay I ' l l be r igh t back. So he went on. So I had to go take care

of my business. I came back, so he came in and we started talking and

w h e n h e w a s t a l k i n g I l i k e d , I l o v e d t o h e a r a d i f f e r e n t c o n v e r s a t i o n

and stuff. So he asked me, uh, you know, he saw what we was doing, so
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he asked B.J . have you been bapt ized before . Yea, you know, I sa id I

b e e n b a p t i z e d p r o b a b l y s o m e h o l y g h o s t . H e s a i d n o y o u h a v e t o b e

bapt i zed th is way, you know, he opened the B ib le to the book o f Ac ts

2 3 8 w h e r e i t s a y s y o u h a v e t o b e b a p t i z e d i n J e s u s ' n a m e f o r t h e

( ) I s a i d w h a t ? I s a i d w h a t a r e y o u t a l k i n g a b o u t , I h a v e t o g o

d o t h i s a l l o v e r a g a i n ? Yo u k n o w . . . M e I ' l l t r y a n y t h i n g . H e s a i d

y e s , s o I w e n t . H e s t a y s o n t h e E a s t S i d e w h e r e B e t t e r M a i d P o t a t o

Chips at, okay and he'l l come way on Henry Ruff and Wayne to wear the

c r a z y h o u s e E l l o i s e i s a t r i g h t t h e r e . H e h a d c o m e a l l t h e w a y o u t

there , p icked me up and take me to church you know. Th is is d i f fe rent

t o me you know. I was l ov ing i t . You know wha t I 'm say ing , I a lways

w a n t e d t o l i v e t h i s l i f e , b u t I n e v e r m e t n o o n e t o t h i s a n d s t u f f .

S o , h e d i d i t , h e c a m e . S o , I w e n t w i t h h i m t h i s o n e m i n i s t e r w a s

speak ing so I had . . . My fee t hadn ' t hea led up so I had to go buy me

s h o e s s o I c a n y o u n o w g o t o c h u r c h . S o t h e a l t e r c a l l e d t o b e

baptized so I went on down there. For me it was l ike let go on and get

t h i s o v e r w i t h y o u k n o w s o . . . S o I w e n t o n a n d g o t b a p t i z e d a n d i t

f e l t d i f f e r e n t t h e w a t e r a n d e v e r y t h i n g w a s d i f f e r e n t . S o I w e n t o n

and he started coming over and stuff and we was talk ing. I t was a new

th ing , i t was new. So , i t was , you know, I wasn ' t ea t ing enough , a l l I
w a s d o i n g w a s d r i n k i n g , I d i d n ' t h a v e t i m e t o e a t , I c o u l d n ' t t a s t e

i t . B u t h e w o u l d g o b u y f o o d , " a n d I w o u l d fi x i t l i k e s t e a k o r

someth ing and we wou ld be ea t ing , p leasan t . Every th ing was d i f fe ren t ,

p leasan t , you know l i ke a person suppose to be l i ke you know. So he
asked where my daughter a t? I sa id oh she over my mom's house. He

said don't you think you ought to br ing her home you know. I said yea,
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b u t s h e g o e s t o s c h o o l o v e r t h e r e . H e s a i d w e l l y o u j u s t . . . Yo u g e t

money, why don' t you just make arrangements wi th a cab, just br ing her
on home, make ar rangements w i th a cab , and send her to schoo l f rom

there you know every day and you pay cab, you know. He opened that to

m e t o b r i n g h e r o w n , s h e s h o u l d b e w i t h y o u . I s a i d y e a , y o u k n o w,

s o u n d s g o o d , m a k e s s e n s e . S o , I s a i d w e l l , I t h i n k s o . S h e w a s a t

h o m e s o h e w a s s t i l l c o m i n g o v e r a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. I t w a s l i k e a

god, you know, i t just s t ra ightened up everyth ing you know. So, um, we

s t a y e d . . .

Q L ike the bet ter par t o f you coming out?

A Yes , i t was a lways a good pa r t , bu t i t was B . J . hang ing ou t t he re and

s t u f f s o u h , h e w a s s t i l l c o m i n g o v e r . M y d a u g h t e r d i d n ' t l i k e h i m ,

she seen that this was a man you know. Her feet gonna be you know...

She was l ike ten or eleven, i t was l ike she could go over mom's house,

she could go over my twin 's and stuff . She was in between running you

know what I 'm saying. Which her mom wasn' t set t led. So she was real ly

growing in her good t ime. Now, I am glad i t happened 'cause now days
t h e s e g i r l s a r e a w h i p y o u k n o w . S o w e a h g o t t o g e t h e r a n d

eve ry th i ng . I d i dn ' t have no l i v i ng f u rn i t u re , so um, I had t o go back

i n t o t h e h o s p i t a l t o g e t t h i s f o o t , s e e I ' m s t i l l p l a y i n g t h i s m e d i c a l

ro le you know. So , um, eve ryone , my s i s te r and them. . . My s i s te r go t

t i r e d o f f a m i l y c o m i n g o v e r h e r h o u s e f o r p r e a c h i n g a n d s t u f f y o u

know. My fa ther i s para lyzed in h is r igh t back . So we b r ing h im home

every ho l iday and s tu ff you know. So my s is ter got t i red, she sa id you

ought to have, 'cause she seen I was back home and stable, she said you

ought to have i t a t your house. I sa id I don ' t have any furn i ture and
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s t u f f . I s a i d I d o n ' t k n o w I ' l l s e e . S o I w e n t t o t h e h o s p i t a l a n d

had foo t su rgery on th is . Okay. . . He d idn ' t know me. He d idn ' t know I

was a man or a woman, a l l th is t ime we went to . . . He was just ta lk ing

good to me you know. I to ld h im, I sa id wow, I sa id I wou ld sure l i ke
t o h a v e m y p a r e n t s o v e r f o r C h r i s t m a s , b u t I d o n ' t h a v e n o f u r n i t u r e

you know to s i t on. He said oh yea? I sa id yea, so he said how much

you need? I sa id , um, I don ' t know. I had a coup le hund red . I sa id I
d o n ' t k n o w, I d o n ' t k n o w, a b o u t fi v e - h u n d r e d ? I s a i d I ' m g o n n a s p e a k

w i t h t h e f e l l a I u s e d t o s t a y w i t h . I s a i d I ' m g o n n a s e e i f h e ' l l l e n d

i t t o m e s o I c a n g e t i t a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. S o t h e f e l l a s t a y h e r e

w i t h , l i ke he d i dn ' t t r us t me you know. So , I sa i d he wou ldn ' t l end i t

t o me so I don ' t wha t I 'm gonna do . He sa i d we l l , I ' l l t e l l you wha t ,

I ' m g o n n a c a l l y o u b a c k . I ' m g o n n a s e e w h a t I c a n d o f o r y o u , y o u

k n o w, s o a h , a h , I ' l l c a l l y o u b a c k t o m o r r o w. S o . . . A h , h e c a l l e d m e

back, no mat ter o f fac t , he ca l led me back, he ca l led me back and he

s a i d h e c o u l d d o i t f o r m e . I s a i d w h a t ? I s a i d y o u m e a n t o t e l l m e

y o u g o n n a l e n d m e fi v e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s a n d y o u d o n ' t i f a m a n o r a

woman you know, you want to lend me this money? I believe that was the

way the lord was getting me to come in, because here this man is gonna

l e n d m e s o m e m o n e y, m o n e y l i k e t h i s . I s a i d s h o o t I b e t t e r. . . I w a s

t h i n k i n g s h o o t I b e t t e r s t a y w i t h h i m , ' c a u s e a i n ' t n o t e l l i n g w h a t

e l s e h e g o n n a o f f e r m e , y o u k n o w I w a s l o o k i n g a t t h e f a c t t h a t h e

s h a r e d , b u t t h i s i s . . . I b e l i e v e t h i s i s t h e w a y t h e l o r d w a s d r a w i n '

m e i n y o u k n o w a n d s t u f f . S o , i t w a s . . . I g o t o u t i t w a s t h e d a y

b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s E v e , o k a y , C h r i s t m a s E v e I s t i l l d i d n ' t g e t t h e

fu rn i tu re . I had the money, he d ropped i t o f f , I had . . . I a lways had
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i n h e l p i n g p e o p l e . T h i s l i t t l e y o u n g b o y d i r t y, h e w a s l i k e s i x t e e n ,

h e l i k e d t o p a i n t h o u s e s a n d s t u f f . A n d , l i k e I s a y I w a s fi x i n g m y

house up, and so, he would come in and he would do... He was my litt le

h a n d y l i t t l e m a n y o u k n o w, d o i n ' a l i t t l e w o r k f o r m e . S o , I w o u l d

l e a v e t h e r e a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w , w h i l e I g o a n d t a k e c a r e o f m y

b u s i n e s s . S o , a h , h e a h , h e w a s t h e r e I t o l d h i m , h e s a i d w e l l I g o t

t h e c a s h f o r y o u . I s a i d o k a y w e l l — L e a v e i t t h e r e w i t h D a r y l y o u

know. So he gave Dary l the enve lope you know, I t rus ted Dary l ' cause

he s tay ac ross the s t ree t . So , ah , I came home. Dary l sa id oh a man

came by he l e f t some th ing . I sa i d oh yea and t he re was five -hund red

a n d fi f t y d o l l a r s I s a i d w o w ! T h i s m a n ! Yo u k n o w h e w a s n i c e y o u

know. So , um, he sa id , bu t the lo rd to ld h im to do tha t you know. He

s a i d i f i t w a s h i m , h e w o u l d n ' t o f d i d i t y o u k n o w. S o I s a i d o h , I

c a l l e d h i m b a c k , I s a i d y o u n o w I w i l l p a y y o u , I w i l l p a y y o u s o m e

how. I was get t ing my medica l check every week. I sa id I w i l l pay you

so much, I w i l l pay th is week a no te . You pay me what you th ink you

can you know. So I figured ou t , I sa id can pay you twenty -five do l la rs

y o u k n o w t o p a y i t b a c k t o y o u . S o , u h , t h a t C h r i s t m a s E v e , I d i d n ' t

know how... I didn't know whether I was gonna get some couch and chair

o r s o m e t h i n g . S o I w a s l o o k i n g o u t t h e d o o r . S o I s e e n t h i s f e l l o w

a n d I h o l l e r e d . I c a l l e d h i m , I s a i d w o u l d y o u t a k e m e t o t h e

f u r n i t u r e p l a c e s o I c a n g e t a c o u c h a n d c h a i r . H e s a i d s u r e .

E v e r y t h i n g w a s s e t u p b e a u t i f u l l y y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g ? S o h e
s a i d s u r e . A l l t h e f u r n i t u r e s t o r e s w a s c l o s e d e x c e p t Tr i - S t a t e . S o I

wen t i n t he re I t o l d t h i s man I sa id a l l I go t i s five -hundred do l l a r s
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p a n d l i k e t o h a v e m e a s o f a a c o u c h y o u k n o w s o m e t h i n g n i c e . S o h e
L l o o k e d a r o u n d , s o h e g a v e m e t h e s e t w o . T h e s e t w o r i g h t h e r e y o u

P k n o w . S o , u m , h e s a i d w e l l h e r e .

Q A couch and a loveseat?
P)

A Uh huh . So he sa i d t ake t hese two r i gh t he re and g i ve me five , I had

fi v e , fi v e t w e n t y - fi v e , ' c a u s e I g a v e t h e f e l l a t w e n t y - fi v e f o r h e l p i n g

me and stuff you know. So, he gave to me and we loaded up in his van,

^ a n d t h e n , u m , I p u t i n t h e h o u s e . I t s e e m e d t h e l i k e t h e h o u s e j u s t

l i t up you know. Here I go t a l i v ing room you know. I a lways had my

s t e r e o i n t h e r e , b u t h e r e I a m I g o t l i v i n g r o o m . I s a i d w o w y o u

know. Th i s t h i ng i s choco la te you know. So my pa ren ts you know, my
pp)

pa ren ts came ove r and I i nv i t ed h im ove r. So he came ove r and , and

p w e l l I a l w a y s m y l i t t l e l i q u o r t a b l e s a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w . C h r i s t m a s
^ y o u h a v e y o u r . l i t t l e l i q u o r t a b l e s a n d s t u f f . S o h e d i d n ' t d r i n k , h e

m w a s j u s t s i t t i n g u p t h e r e l i s t e n i n g t o m y s i s t e r a n d b r o t h e r a n d a l l o f

t hem and tha t . So t hey go t i n t he ca r and sa id she go t t he l o rd and
pi

s t u f f y o u k n o w. S o , u m , e v e r y b o d y a t e , t h e y h a d f u n . I t w a s a n i c e

t i m e . S o e v e r y b o d y l e f t m e , I ' m s t i l l c r i p p l e d a n d e v e r y b o d y l e f t m e

w i t h a l l t h e f o o d o n t h e t a b l e . I h a d t o — I s a i d I ' m n o t c l e a n i n g u p

P t h i s . I s a i d c o m e o n I s a i d l e t ' s g o b a c k t o y o u r h o u s e a n d s p e n d s o m e

t i m e . I j u s t w a n t e d t o g e t a w a y, h e s a i d s u r e . S o I w e n t o u t t o h i s

apar tment you know and d id no th ing , he le t me have h is room and he

slept in the other room. This went on for a month you know. So, okay,
so I went back to work and every th ing . I go t la id o f f aga in . They was

l i k e b o u n c i n g m e o f f a n d o n a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. S o u m w e s t a r t e d

ge t t i ng t i gh t hang ing , ge t t i ng t i gh t and eve ry th ing and so . He ca l l ed

§p

HPI



46

m e o n e d a y, h e s a i d B i l l i e J e a n , I s a i d y e a . H e s a i d , a h , I t h r o u g h

p a y i n g c h i l d s u p p o r t . I s a i d o h y e a ? H e s a i d y e p , I l o o k i n g f o r

a n o t h e r f a m i l y. I s a i d w h a t ? I c o u l d n ' t b e l i e v e t h a t h e s a i d t h a t , I

s a i d w h a t ? H e s a i d I ' m l o o k i n g f o r a n o t h e r f a m i l y . I s a i d w o w y o u

know, so he asked me to marry him. I said yea, you know I d idn' t take

h im se r ious ly, I sa id yea p lease say on my b i r thday and I ' l l do i t you .

know so. So, uh, I had drawed my. . . Wel l , then I had gone off medica l

and I was drawing unemployment and so you know. So I had drawn my

last , he was tak ing me, I was so sad 'cause I d idn ' t know what to do,

then he asked me to mar ry h im. I sa id yea okay I ' l l mar ry you know.

So . . . So we jus t s ta r ted k i ck ing i t a round and s tu f f . . .

Q A r e y o u j u s t g e t t i n g m a r r i e d ?
A So um he asked me again and I said okay, do something on my birthday.

I w a s w a i t i n g , I w a s p u t t i n g a l l o f i t o f f . S o u m , t h e y e a r c a m e u m ,

January so th is fe l low who do h is income tax . By h im making so much

money he said he had to do something with his money. He would have to

buy a house or someth ing. So he to ld me, he sa id B.J . I had to . . . We
have t o go l ook f o r a house . I sa i d wha t? He re t h i s man i s he done

g a v e m e m o n e y f o r t h e f u r n i t u r e a n d h e g o n n a t a k e m e o u t o f t h e

p r o j e c t s y o u k n o w, b u y a h o m e f o r m e . I s a i d w o w w h a t i s t h i s y o u
k n o w . S o I s a i d o k a y . S o w e w e n t l o o k . . . . I s a i d I d o n ' t w a n t t o

s t a y i n D e t r o i t y o u k n o w ' c a u s e I ' m a l w a y s i n I n k s t e r , I ' m i n t h e

s u b u r b s n o t D e t r o i t . I d o n ' t w a n t t o s t a y i n D e t r o i t , I d o n ' t l i k e

D e t r o i t p e o p l e . H e l i k e D e t r o i t . H e w e l l I l i k e i t . I s a i d w e l l w e

got find to somewhere where we can meet half-way you know. So I called

this Real Estate Century 21. Come to find out that he was a chr ist ian
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man t oo you know. So , he sa i d we l l I go t t h ree l i s t i ngs you p robab l y

l ike you know. One in Redford, and two over here. This, house and the

h o u s e a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t y o u k n o w. S o I s a i d o k a y, s o u m , w e m a d e

appointment, we met him at the Century 21 on Telegraph and Schoolcraft,

I mean, ah, 96 you know. He took us to the house in Redford, we looked

a t i t , t hey wasn ' t a t home so we jus t l ooked a t i t . So , he b rough t us

over here and he took us ins ide the house across the s t reet you know

t h e h o u s e a c r o s s . A n d , a h , i t w a s t o o s m a l l l i k e f o r t h e m o n e y t h e y

was asking for i t you know. So they brought us over here you know. We

walked in there and it was l ike we felt this was our home you know and

stuff . And then, the pr ice wasn' t too bad you know.

Q What d id they charge fo r i t ?

A T h e y w a s a s k i n g f o r t h r i t y - fi v e . W e l l w e t a l k e d ' e m d o w n t o

th r i t y -one. We got four bedrooms.

Q I t ' s a b i g h o u s e ?

A Ye a , s e e u m , t h r e e h e r e a n d w e g o t a n a d d i t i o n . T h a t ' s o u r m a s t e r

b e d r o o m i n t h e b a c k a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w . S o t h a t o n l y h a d t h r e e

b e d r o o m s a n d t h e y w a s a s k i n g f o r l i k e f o r t y t h o u s a n d . S o w e w a s

l o o k i n g a t a l l t h i s y o u k n o w. I s a i d t h e y p r o b a b l y a s k e d i f i t c o m e s
wi th the br ick you know. You know you pay the d i f ference for the br ick

a n d w h a t e v e r . B u t , i t w a s s m a l l l i k e y o u k n o w. I f y o u w a l k e d o v e r

h e r e t h e y h a d t h e h o u s e c l e a n e d , i t w a s c l e a n a n d w e w e r e w a l k i n g

around and looked you know. Every th ing was n ice you know. Basement

w a s h a l f - w a y fi n i s h e d h a d a b a t h r o o m , b a r , a n d a l l t h a t s t u f f y o u

know. So, um, we went back and we told me we had seen what the asking

price, so we had him working between us how much down you know how much
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you cou ld mor tgage and s tu f f . So they agreed to th r i t y -one. So, um. . .

Q When were you saved?

A O k a y h e r e I a m , I ' m t h i n k i n g . S o w h e n w e s e e n t h i s t h e m a n s a i d w e

could move in h is house and um he was moving in h is in Ju ly. No, we

c o u l d m o v e i n i n S e p t e m b e r. O k a y, s o u h , I s t i l l w a s n ' t m a r r i e d . We

s t i l l d i d n ' t g e t m a r r i e d . O k a y s o h e s a i d w e l l , h e s a i d w e l l , h e s a i d

B.J. I guess we gotta go on the bed we were fornicating I mean we was

commi t t i ng you know fo rn ica t ing and s tu f f you know. We migh t as we l l

go on and get marr ied 'cause we wasn't gonna stop, I said okay. So we

o v e r t o O h i o a n d w e g o t m a r r i e d a n d s t u f f . S t i l l w a s n ' t s a v e d t h o ' .

So, um, we, um, came back so we stayed in... We had two places, so he

told me to put my furni ture in stock and just move down there with and

s t u f f . O k a y I ' m m a r r i e d s o I ' m h i s w i f e , I h a d t o g o w i t h h i m a n d

stuff you know. So, um, I sa id okay. So I moved my stuff in s tock you

know, I mean s torage. So, um, s t i l l was saved or noth in ' you know. So

they wanted so much. . . Okay, they wanted s ix - thousand do l la rs down. I

was going with him and stuff he didn't have too much money in the bank

and like I was giving him my money to bank for me 'cause I new I would

s p e n d i t y o u k n o w . I t h i n k w e a c c u m u l a t e d fi v e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s

toge ther. So the man asked us how much we had we sa id , we s ta r ted

l a u g h i n g a t e a c h o t h e r. W e s a i d fi v e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . H e s a i d t h a t ' s

good, i t 's a star t you know. So, we gave i t to h im so he kept in touch

w i t h us and t o l d us we go t t a have two - thousand , uh , t oday. I t h i nk i t

w a s t w o - t h o u s a n d f o r t h e . . . N o , w e h a d t o h a v e f o u r. F o u r - t h o u s a n d ,

f o u r - t h o u s a n d , fi v e - h u n d r e d , a l l t o g e t h e r w e p a i d h i m fi v e - t h o u s a n d t o

get moved in. So we didn't know where we was gonna get this money,
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so . So , how the lo rd was work ing th ings ou t , he had c red i t okay. And

t h e n , h e w a s t r y i n g t o m o r e a n d t h e y w o u l d n ' t l e t u s h a v e i t . A n d

then, he went back where he had got the TV from and they was coming

through a change in stuff so um, he um, he was going through... He was

w o n d e r i n g w h y t h e y w o u l d n ' t l e t h i m h a v e n o m o n e y. S o , u m , I s t i l l

wasn ' t saved yet you know. So, um, one day I sa id to h im, I sa id wel l

y o u c a n h a n g a r o u n d , I g o t t a g o u p s t a i r s . I s a i d y o u j u s t l e a v e h i m

alone and stuff you know. We had went to church Sunday, and our pastor

p reached abou t t he wor ld , who i s i n t he wor ld , who i n t h i s wou ld w i l l
k i l l y o u .

Q W h a t ?

A The peop le i n t he . . . The wo r l d , o r t he wo r l d wou ld k i l l you , you know.

L i k e s h o o t y o u k n o w y o u i n t h e w o r l d d o i n ' d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s a n d s t u f f

you know in rea l i ty dr ink ing th is and that . So he preached that Sunday

s o m y m i n d w a s t o t a l l y b l a n k I w a s t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h a t s e r m o n a n d

s tu f f . So he was s t i l l how come h is money wasn ' t coming in and s tu f f

you know. He to ld me, he sa id come here B i l l ie Jean you know. I sa id

you know I said how have you been. He said come here, you coming to
b e d w i t h m e . I k n o w t h i s m a n a i n ' t w a n t i n g n o s e x ' c a u s e w e t a l k i n g

about money and s tu ff . He sa id come here, so I came. He sa id get on

your knees and I said.. . You know I got on my knees and stuff . He just

t o l d m e h e s a i d t e l l t h e l o r d t h a n k y o u , y o u k n o w s o I d i d . S o t h e

o t h e r t o n g u e s s t a r t e d c o m i n g i n t h e n a n d t h a t ' s t h e g i f t o f t h e h o l y

ghost that the evidence when you speak in tongues you're saved you know
so. So I d id i t and then I go t saved, okay. When I got saved the lo rd

told him go back to that place; get the money. So, they came him
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t w e l v e - h u n d r e d d o l l a r s a n d e i g h t y - t w o d o l l a r s . H e b r o u g h t i t b a c k t o

me gave the e igh t - two do l la rs fo r ge t t ing saved and um, and then th is

o ther financer k icked h im out a check , then they d idn ' t even know how

they did i t , you know what I 'm saying? This money just coming in.

Q J u s t g e t t i n g i t ?

A Ye a , t h e n t h e c r e d i t u n i o n l e n t h i m s o m e m o n e y. I m e a n w e h a d t h i s

money before we moved in and could it 'em. Okay, so I guess that's why

i t was wa i t i ng on me , you know. Here I 'm th ink ing on the o the r s ide .

I g e t t h i s h o u s e I ' m g o n n a p a r t y y o u k n o w t h i s a n d t h a t . B u t g o d

wouldn ' t le t me come in her un t i l . . .

Q Unt i l you c leaned up?

A Un t i l I c l eaned up and saved l i ke h im . Bo th o f us has t o be t he same

w a y . S o , u h , a f t e r I d i d i t a n d e v e r y t h i n g . S o I g o t s a v e d s o w e
moved in here i t was Augus t when I go t saved . When we moved in in

* September, September the 16th. So when I moved in and everything was a

whole house I was saved you know. So everything was together. So this

w a s . . . S o I l i v e d t h i s w h e n I g o t s a v e d a n d s t u f f t h i s i s a d i f f e r e n t

l i f e . I l o v e i t . ' C a u s e n o g e t t i n ' h i g h , n o p a r t y i n ' , j u s t c l e a n y o u

know just a good l i fe.

Q How did your daughter re late to th is great change?

A Oh! She was g lad because she wanted a a tmosphere you know what I 'm

s a y i n g . A t fi r s t s h e d i d n ' t l i k e m y h u s b a n d a n d s t u f f . B u t h e

wouldn' t , he wouldn' t k iss her but t to get a long wi th her you know what

I 'm say ing . She had to come a long way fo r h im no t to be her fa the r

you know, a long way. So , um, .she no t i ced a change when we s ta r ted

goin ' to church and a l l that s tuff you know. So, um, she got k icked
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out of school. She was over here.

Q In Inkster? Or does she go to school on the East Side?

A N o . B u t w e w a s h e r e t h e n , o k a y . I t w a s h a r d g e t t i n ' a d j u s t e d t o

s c h o o l . Th e r e ' s a s c h o o l r i g h t a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r. I t w a s h a r d f o r h e r

to ge t ad jus ted to schoo l ou t he re and she j us t l e f t I nks te r where a l l

t h e k i d s , y o u k n o w t h e k i d s s h e g r e w u p w i t h . S o h e r e t h i n g w a s

fi g h t s . S h e w o u l d j u s t fi g h t , y o u k n o w j u s t fi g h t .

Q How old is she now?

A S h e b e s i x t e e n t h i s m o n t h , y o u k n o w. H e r t h i n g w a s fi g h t i n ' . I g u e s s

k ids you know she had to get used to them. So, um, she got k icked. . .

The teacher called and they put her out of school for a day.

Q What h igh school?

A N o . I t ' s n o t a h i g h s c h o o l i t ' s a e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l r i g h t a r o u n d t h e

c o r n e r . S o h e r t e a c h e r c a l l e d u s a n d t h e y p u t h e r o u t f o r fi g h t i n 8 .

Ye a I t o l d h e r w h a t ! Yo u k n o w s h e c a l l e d . I s a i d n a w, a i n ' t n o c h i l d

o f m ine ge t t ing th rown ou t o f schoo l , and you jus t i n e lementa ry? You

n o t e v e n i n h i g h s c h o o l a n d y o u g e t t h r o w n o u t . I s a i d u h . . . I w a s

furious, I whooped her you know. You know because me and my husband

t o l d h e r a b o u t fi g h t i n ' y o u k n o w . Te l l s o m e b o d y o r s o m e t h i n g y o u

know. So I whooped her and I you know.... We been after her... Well we

been te l l ing her about the ho ly ghost too you know. So th is ho ly ghost

h i t s y o u r i g h t h e r e , i t c a r v e s y o u . . . L i k e i f a n y t h i n g h a p p e n i t ' s l i k e

a c a r v e r i g h t . E v e r y t h i n g d o n ' t b o t h e r y o u r e a l l y . ' C a u s e y o u k n o w

y o u g o t t a Yo u l o o k t o t h e l o r d y o u k n o w, g o d i s y o u k n o w. W e j u s t
rest our assurances in h im, you know what I 'm say ing? So we to ld her

abou t i t and s tu f f you know. I sa i d you r a t t i t ude i s bad and s tu f f . . .
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You know I whooped her 'cause she got kicked out of school, and I said

you need to get the holy ghost . So, i t real ly worked on her so. . . When
me and him was gone, I called back she was there. She said mom guess

w h a t ? S h e s a i d I g o t t h e h o l y g h o s t . . . Yo u k n o w w h a t d o e s s h e s e e

a b o u t t h i s . Y o u k n o w , s h e g o t t h e h o l y s p i r i t y o u k n o w . I s a i d

b e a u t i f u l , t h e l o r d b l e s s e d w i t h i t . S o n o w w e a l l , t h r e e o f u s , w e

come from the same wave. What they call i t equal yoke? You know...

Q W h a t i s i t ?

A Equa l ly yoke (?) Everybody be jus t on the same leve l . You know.

Q How do you spel l that?

A E q u a l l y y o k e . Yo u k n o w i t ' s a s a y i n g l i k e , u m , i f I w a s n ' t s a v e d a n d

he was saved we wouldn' t be equal yoke. You know so the house is on

i t .

Q How has th i s a f fec ted your re la t i onsh ip to the p lan t?

A M y r e l a t i o n s h i p . . . I s e e t h i n g s b e t t e r y o u k n o w u n d e r s t a n d i n g . I d o n ' t

wor ry abou t no th ing . I j us t see love you know. I l ove peop le be t te r.

Q Do people re la te to you d i f fe rent ly in the p lant s ince you changed?

A S i n c e I c h a n g e d ? Ye a , t h e y w a n t t o k n o w w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n ' y o u k n o w.

' C a u s e t h e y u s e d t o k n o w t h e o l d B . J . y o u k n o w. P e o p l e s t i l l t h e r e

from 77 al l that. They used know how I used to hang out you know, be

h igh and s tu f f , pa r t y and s tu f f , pa r t y w i t h Sco t t y and s tu f f you know.

And um, they want to know what is happening you know. I te l l 'em you

know, bu t peop le you know they have to go th rough the i r th ing to find

ou t t hemse lves you know. Jus t ' cause I f ound ou t you know and s tu f f

you know. So um, so , so they respec t me because , okay l i ke um, my

husband. They call me the devil at the Wayne Assembly Plant 'cause I
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w a s a l w a y s i n t h e r e y o u k n o w, a n d t h e y c a l l e d h i m t h e p r e a c h e r. S o

they say the p reacher and dev i l t oge the r and s tu f f . So , um, they look

at me and him know, because we both.. . I t was l ike um, i t 's l ike a T.V.

series you know what I 'm saying? Like um, he walking around okay, then

he met me and you know I 'm gett in ' high you know. Everybody know I 'm

g e t t i n g h i g h s m o k i n g r e e f e r a n d s t u f f . A n d h e r e w e i s , m a r r i e d n o w,

a n d w e ' s t o g e t h e r , a n d t h e y l o o k . W o w ! Yo u k n o w, t h e y d o n ' t k n o w

what's happening, but they know it 's a change you know and stuff.

Q Where were you born and raised?
A O k a y , I w a s b o r n i n Y p s i , ( ) H o s p i t a l a n d I r a i s e d i n I n k s t e r .

Okay. . .

Q What kind of work did your dad and mom do?

A My dad was a cons t ruc t ion worker, okay and he was a ve te ran . He had

twen ty yea rs as a ve te ran . My mom, she was a housekeeper. She d id

housekeeping.

Q So your a l l no r the rn fami l y? Do your g randparen ts l i ve down sou th? Do

you visi t that much? What part of the south?

A Y e a , a h , M i s s i s s i p p i . A h , t w o i n A l a b a m a , ( ) M i s s i s s i p p i t h a t ' s

where they from you know.

Q Do you go down there much?

A Yea, ah, I went , I took. . . My father had a st roke when we was. . .

Q How old were you?

A M y t w i n s i s t e r a n d I w a s i n t h e 6 t h g r a d e , o k a y , I w a s t w e l v e , n o

e leven yea rs o ld . My fa the r had a s t roke . He had a b lood c l o t i n h i s

head abou t t h i s b ig , and um, h i s r i gh t s i de was pa ra l yzed . So i t t ook

him I say seventeen years to get everything back together. He was in a
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convalescent home and stuff you know. So, um, when my father. . . Wel l ,

my mom used to take us there. . . Remeber when Wayne County had th is

c o n v a l e s c e n t h o m e i t w a s b a c k i n t h e b a c k c a l l e d t h e " D " B u i l d i n g . . .

Wel l i t was the "D" Bui lding.. . I t was Wayne County Convalescent Home,

f o r l o n g t e r m . -

Q I t w a s a h o s p i t a l ?

A Yea , i t was a hosp i ta l . I t was nas ty you know. Peop le you know i t was

n a s t y y o u k n o w. S o m y m o m , a h , w e l l , t h a t ' s w h e n h e fi r s t h a d i t s o

then they had to put him somewhere you. And she used to get us ready

every Sunday to take us there to go see our daddy. We used to wash him

up you know. He let us feed him and everything you know we was there

fo r h im . So my mom moved h im ou t o f t he re and moved in to th i s ( )

H e a l t h C e n t e r r i g h t t h e r e o n M i c h i g a n A v e n u e a n d H a r r i s o n i n t h i s

bui ld ing r ight there. So she moved him there so he spent the remainder

o f h i s y e a r s t h e r e s o . S o i t w a s j u s t t h r e e y e a r s a g o , o k a y, w e l l I

g o t s a v e d , I m e t m y h u s b a n d , I g o t s a v e d . M y f a m i l y s e e n a g r e a t

c h a n g e i n m e o k a y. S o , a h , I p r o b a b l y g e t t i n ' o f f t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n .

But my family seen a great change in me so al l my sisters and brothers

a n d m y m o t h e r a n d t h e m s e e n i t t o o . S o t h e f a m i l y w a s o n e b i g

beau t i fu l f am i l y w i th the sp r i tua l l ove and every th ing you know. so my

father was in a convalescent home so everybody think they saved like me

except for mom she been saved for about two years now. But my sister

i s g o i n g o n t h r e e . S o w e s e e n t h a t i f m y f a t h e r , h e h a d , t h e y h a d

nursed h im back, they could get a wheelchair. My father a lways been a

strong a mind. He can get. . . He always had a smoke. Had his own T.V.

and stuff you know. He had convalesced himself back and he communicate
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w i t h t h i s s i d e . H e a l w a y s d i d h i s t h i n g . H e w a s i n d e p e n d e n t y o u

know. L i ke on ly t imes he needed he lp was ge t t i ng in the bed , ge t ou t

t h e b e d a n d g e t o u t t h e b e d . T h a t ' s w h y h e w a s i n a c o n v a l e s c e n t

h o m e . S o u m , b y f a t h e r b e i n g s i c k s e v e n t e e n y e a r s . I t w a s a l o n g

t ime . . . H i s s i s t e r came up and she wen t back . H i s mo the r was l i ke . . .

He go t l i ke s i x b ro the rs and s i s te rs you know. So no one d idn ' t come

and see h im and s tu ff . So, l i ke I was work ing and my twin s is ter work

a t Ford 's too . And so um. . .

Q W h i c h p l a n t ?

A Wayne Assemb ly. She go t l i ke um 79 sen io r i t y so um I don ' t know. So

a h , I w a s j u s t t h i n k i n g , I s a i d , I t o l d m y t w i n w e n e v e r a r g u e o r

noth in ' we a lways on the same level . I to ld her I sa id you know what?

If daddy can do this or do that you know, all he need some help out the

bed, got a wheelchair and wheel h imsel f around, smoke, ta lk, and al l of

that . I said he can go down south. So me and my twin we looked. And

we thought about i t . So h is b i r thday was coming up and Father 's Day.

H is b i r t hday and Fa the r ' s Day i s i n the same mon th . So I wen t up to

him one day and I said daddy you want to go down south? You want to go

back home? He sa id . . . You know he rea l i zed , he sa id yea g i r l ! I sa id

I 'm thinking about you going back home to see your people. He said yea

he was geeked up f r om i t . So I checked i t ou t , my g i r l f r i end she go t

me a " t icket; she got me and him a t icket you know. She worked i t out

some k i nd a way she go t us a r ound - t r i p t i c ke t . So I sa i d I 'm gonna

t a k e m y d a d d o w n s o u t h . I t w a s a p a c k a g e t h i n g . I t w a s l i k e a y o u

s tay so many days , you can ' t come back o r someth ing o f f t h i s t i cke t .

S o , u m , I c a l l e d m y u n c l e , h i s b r o t h e r. I t o l d h i m , I s a i d I t h i n k I ' m
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gonna bring daddy you know back home. He thought maybe I was talking

a b o u t s e n d i n g t h e r e a n d l e a v i n g h i m t h e r e y o u k n o w. S o h e g o t t h e

w r o n g i m p r e s s i o n a n d s t u f f . H e s a i d w e l l w e a i n ' t g o t b l a h , b l a h . I

s a i d w h a t y o u t a l k i n g a b o u t ? I s a i d m e a n d m y d a d d y i s c o m i n g o u t

t h e r e t o v i s i t w e n o t s t a y i n g , w e j u s t v i s i t i n g y o u k n o w. S o h e s a i d ,

a h , t h i s i s b e f o r e I g o t s a v e d a n d s t u f f , b e f o r e I g o t m a r r i e d a n d

s tu f f . So um, he sa id oh okay, okay, okay, so I go t my dad ' s c l o thes

packed and everything, got him packed and stuff . So ah, we went to the

a i rpo r t you know. I can ge t to the a i rpo r t eas i l y and eve ry th ing I was

jus t t i pp ing , I was jus t g i v ing money and s tu f f you know. We had fi rs t

p r i o r i t y. T h e y p u t h i m o n t h e p l a n e fi r s t , y o u k n o w. I t w a s b e a u t i f u l

y o u k n o w. S o w e g o t d o w n t h e r e h e w a s g l a d . . . M y f a t h e r l i k e d i t .
That 's when I went down south the first t ime. Because I never been.. .

Q That was your firs t t ime down south?

A Yea. I never been on. . . I never seen my daddy 's s ide o f the people and

stuff you know. So when we got down there, h is brother met us at the

a i rpor t you know. See my daddy. . . See my daddy I ta lks to h im l i ke . . .
I makes h im independent you know. R igh t now today, I go . . . Okay, I 'm

t h e o n l y o n e t h a t g o t a d e c e n t c a r i n t h e f a m i l y. R i g h t n o w t o d a y, I

go over there to take him out to breakfast you know and to the hospital

and s tu f f you know. And see, we wheel h im out to the car. . . . Wel l you

know he ' l l whee l ou t to the car and pu l l s ideways and break and he ' l l

w o r k w i t h h i s l e f t h a n d . H e ' l l p u l l h i m s e l f u p . H e ' l l w o r k a n d g e t i n

the car and stuff you know, we help him. You know he got his own way

o f d o i n g i t y o u k n o w, a n d w e t a l k t o h i m a n d m o t i v a t e h i m . We n o t

doing noth inr for you, you got ta do for yoursel f . So, um, we went down
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there and this was brand new to me 'cause I ain't never seen none of my

d a d d y ' s p e o p l e o n h i s s i d e . M y f a t h e r b r o t h e r l o o k j u s t l i k e h i m a n d

um he took us out to h is p lace. He had bu i l t a . . . He got a n ice home

out in the country you know that where his home is. And, my auntie and

them they have a trailer house around him and stuff you know around the

b r o t h e r a n d s o . . . S o u h t h e y s e e n t h i s c a r c o m i n ' , t h e r e w a s l i k e a

road you know. We was coming into his to his house. And you could see

Uncle George 's car and us comin ' in you know the car. So everybody. . .

S o e v e r y b o d y o n d o w n t h i s r o a d i s k i n t o u s . I t ' s Wa l l a c e y o u k n o w

i t ' s l i k e a t e r r i t o r y o f n o t h i n ' b u t W a l l a c e s . T h i s i s s o m e t h i n ' I

n e v e r s e e n i t w a s n e w o n m y. O k a y s o t h e y s e e n u s c o m i n 1 i n a n d

everybody was comin1 down to see 'em 'cause they know he been sick a

l o n g t i m e . A n d t h e y n e v e r d r e a m e d t h a t h e w o u l d b e t h e fi r s t o n e t o

come down and see them paralyzed and stuff you know. So they all come

down. I seen a cous in my age I was l i ke twenty- three or twenty- four a

cous in my age and them hav ing bab ies and s tu f f . P regnant w i th tw ins .

Tw i n s r u n i n m y d a d d y ' s f a m i l y y o u k n o w. Tw i n s a n d s e e n m y t h r e e

cousins pregnant and I said whoa! I said let me get back home al l you

a l l p r e g n a n t a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w t h a t ' s a l l t h e y b e l i e v e i n y o u k n o w.

Ou t t he re i n t he coun t r y hav i ng bab ies and a l l t ha t . So i t was l i ke a

brought a reunion you know. I t was daddy.. .

Q What year was this?

A This was in 19 um, um, let me th ink, um, i t 's in between 19. . . My daddy

r e m e m b e r g o o d I t h i n k i t w a s i n . . . ' C a u s e w e h a d t o g o b a c k d o w n

t h e r e i n 8 2 u h i s b r o t h e r d i e d . I t h i n k i t w a s i n 1 9 8 1 , y e a . I t w a s

in 1981.
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Q So you weren ' t saved, but you s t i l l took care of bus iness?

A So I took 'em down there and he met h is b ro ther, ' cause we had to go

back down the re i n 82 ' cause he d ied and s tu f f . Bu t , i t was beau t i f u l

because I b rought the who le fami ly together and got a chance to meet

h i s b ro the r and a l l o f t ha t be fo re he d ied . So , um, so we had a n i ce

t ime. I t was l ike I was the nurse, I was h is nurse l ike, you know.

Q Your mom passed away or is she st i l l l iv ing?

A N o m y m o m ' s s t i l l l i v i n g , n o s h e ' s s t i l l l i v i n g a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. M y

father s tay in a convalescent home and she s tayed in the pro jects wi th

my baby sister and she had a two-bedroom apartment and stuff you know.

So, um, that was the firs t t ime went down south. We was ta lk ing about

down south and stuff . So um my cousin and them they took me around

where my mom was ra ised up and growed up. I seen th is o ld shabby. . .

I t 's somethin ' when you see your parents come f rom you know. So they

took me and showed me where my mom.. . My mom got ten brother and

s is ters and they had a two-bedroom house you know. I t was l ike s i t t in '

ou t in a fie ld i t was shabby l i ke you know? My mom's baby s is ter was

s t i l l t he re and she had l i ke a m ind , a men ta l p rob lem l i ke you know.

Bu t she was s t i l l t he re and I wen t t o v i s i t he r ' cause she was i n t he

h o u s e w a s l i k e b r o k e d o w n a n d s t u f f . S o u h . . . S o I w e n t a r o u n d a n d

v i s i t e v e r y b o d y a n d s t u f f . S o w e w e n t b a c k a n d s t u f f . M y u n c l e f r o m

C a l i f o r n i a a n d g o t m y m o m ' s b a b y s i s t e r a n d n o w s h e ' s s t a y i n g i n

Ca l i f o rn ia do ing g rea t and eve ry th ing . So uh my unc le d ied . We came

b a c k . . . I t o l d ' e m w h a t a n i c e t i m e w e h a d . W e t o o k p i c t u r e s a n d

s tu f f . Oh and I ended up meet ing two o f my ha l f -b ro thers my dad had

down there, yea. I was shocked! I was stunned, I said what?
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Q D i d t h e y l o o k l i k e y o u ?

A Yea , they look l i ke us you know. Bu t they go t d i f f e ren t moms and s tu f f

you know. I was shocked you know. I sa id what? So uh. . . I went back

and to ld my s is ter i t was adventure you know. So I went back and to ld

them and s tu f f you know. So um, tha t nex t year my unc le d ied so my

twin sister who had just some work, she was working at Wayne Assembly,

m y t w i n s i s t e r, i t w a s i n 8 3 I t h i n k . U m , y e a t w o y e a r, i t w a s i n 8 3

my mom said um Uncle Ebow(?) dying. We had just got our check and my

t w i n s i s t e r s a y, s i n c e I h a n d l e d h i m b e f o r e s h e s a i d t a k e t h i s c h e c k

and just take dad with it you take your's you know and go on ahead. So

I said okay so we packed up and we went down there. I was suppose to

b e s t r o n g f o r m y d a d d y I s a i d s e e n a l l m y o t h e r c o u s i n s a n d s t u f f .

' C a u s e h e h a d fi v e g i r l s t o o y o u k n o w . T h e y w a s j u s t c r y i n g a n d

ho l l e r i n1 . I 'm ho l l e r i n ' I 'm l ay ing on my daddy and he pa t t i ng me and

s tu f f you know. Bu t , um, i t was the second t ime we went down there .

Okay, so the th i rd t ime we went down there fo r a fami ly reun ion . Th is

happened in 1984. We al l . . . My fami ly, my husband and I , my mom, my

sister and all of us we went in a van. Okay my dad went too you know.

But we said hey if he can do it he can do anything. So we rented a van

s o w e w e n t d o w n t h e r e f o r a f a m i l y r e u n i o n i n 8 4 i n M i s s i s s i p p i . S o

t h a t ' s t h e t h i r d t i m e . S o , u m . . .

Q So you were get t ing a flavor o f the past?

Q Ye a , s o fi n a l l y. . . A n d t h e n I c a m e b a c k w i t h m y d a d t h e fi r s t t i m e i t
was l ike everybody was so happy. I think I was going Al Green you know

I to ld you I was s tay ing wi th h im out here an s tu f f . Everybody was so

happy they was amazed you know why I did somethin'. I took daddy down
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s o u t h , h e h a d n ' t s e e n h i s p e o p l e i n s e v e n t e e n y e a r s . M y c o u s i n k e p t

saying you know what? God gonna bless you because you did something

b e a u t i f u l a n d I ' m s t i l l l o o k i n g f o r t h a t b l e s s i n g a n d t h e n I l o o k a t . . .

I t is a b less ing, I met my husband and gots my l i fe together you know

and stuff. So um, so that's about down south you know.

Q Wou ld you l i ke to l i ve i n the sou th?

A U h m , I l i k e t h e c o u n t r y, I l i k e e v e r y t h i n g f r e s h b l o o m , m y u n c l e h a d

p i g s a n d s t u f f , m y b a b y s h e l i k e d i t s h e c o u l d p i c k a p e a c h o r

someth ing you know. I l i ked i t , bu t I don ' t t h ink so no .

Q Your twin s is ter works at Fords. . . how many other brother and s is ters?

A O k a y I j u s t h a v e t w i n s i s t e r s h e w o r k e d a t F o r d s , s h e h a v e n ' t b e e n

c a l l e d b a c k . U h m , I g o t t w o m o r e s i s t e r s a n d t w o b r o t h e r s . I g o t a

bro ther whose a Capta in in the A i r Force and I got a bro ther he s tays

in G rand Rap ids , he goes t o schoo l f o r l aw. I have ah ano the r s i s t e r

u n d e r m e a n d m y t w i n , s h e ' s a b e a u t i c i a n . A n d m y b a b y s i s t e r , s h e

s t i l l w i th my mom. She went to schoo l she graduated and she went to

c o m p u t e r . S h e ' s j u s t s p o i l e d , s h e j u s t a b a b y. I t ' s h a r d f o r h e r t o

get weaned away from her momma and stuff you know. But, yea...

Q You have one daughter?

A Y e a , I h a v e o n e d a u g h t e r . M y t w i n h a v e t w o a n d m y s i s t e r t h e

beautician have one. So my mom got four grand kids you know.

Q W h e n y o u w e r e c o m i n g u p , w h a t d i d y o u d r e a m a b o u t , w h o w e r e y o u r

heroes?

A Who was my heroes?

Q Yea. You are th i r ty - two so that means you were born in 1954? What d id

you dream about when you were coming up, who were your heroes?
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A Uhm, rea l l y, I d i dn ' t have a he ro you know. I was j us t l i v i ng you know

I w a s t r y i n g t o m a k e i t b e t t e r f o r m e , c o m f o r t a b l e f o r m e . B e c a u s e

e v e r s i n c e I w a s l i k e u h t e n y e a r s o l d , t e n o r e l e v e n y e a r s o l d I

a l w a y s h a d m e a l i t t l e j o b . I a l w a y s b a b y s i t t i n g o r I t o o k t i m e l i k e

we s tayed in the pro jec ts and they had sen ior c i t i zen par t and I wou ld

go over there and help them clean up and make me a couple of dol lars

and some th ing l i ke . I was a lways you know o f f e r i ng t o me you know,

t ry ing to find me you know and s tu ff . I d idn ' t have no heroes.

Q Did you think you would work in an auto plant?
A N o . I n e v e r d r e a m e d t h a t . W h a t h a p p e n e d a b o u t t h e a u t o p l a n t . T h i s

is in um my gi r l f r iend. . . Wel l my cousin had a baby by my gi r l f r iend so

we say we cous in and s tu ff . We they s tar ted h i r ing the womens in she

g o t h i r e d y o u k n o w. S h e w a s t h e t y p e s h e d i d n ' t w a n t t o w o r k , s h e

wanted to ease her way around. So she met Larry Pool...

Are you talking about Martha?

M a r t h . . . U h . . .

Sy lv ia?

What is his name? Larry Pool cousin. Okay he got a cousin who work up

in product ion Maur ice. She met h im. . .

He is a specia l guy. . .

O h b e a u t i f u l ! C h e c k t h i s o u t . S o I d o n ' t k n o w I t h i n k h i m a n d h e r

t h e y h a d a l i t t l e t h i n g o r s o m e t h i n g ' c a u s e s h e w a s n i c e l o o k i n g a n d

stuff and see she l iked to ease her way out 'cause she was cleaning up

u p s t a i r s . A n d s e e , I h a d a h o u s e , I h a d m e a p l a c e ' c a u s e I w a s

staying common law wi th somebody e lse. And so, she decided they was

gonna take a ride and come over my house you know. And I'm always this
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t i gh t w i t h peop le he re . I l i ke t o hos t . She knows , and t ha t ' s why she

b r o u g h t h i m o v e r a n d s t u f f . Y o u k n o w , c a n I fi x y o u a d r i n k o r

w h a t e v e r a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. I w a s n ' t w o r k i n g t h e n . I l i k e t o h o s t

you know I love company. So she brought him over and stuff and I fixed

them lunch you know and everything. So uh, I said hey I want to get in

t h e p l a n t . I s a i d P a t I w o u l d l i k e t o g e t i n t h e p l a n t . S h e s t a r t e d

l a u g h i n g . S h e s a i d g i r l y o u d o n ' t w a n t t o . . . I s a i d y e s I d o . M a u r i c e
P o o l h e l a u g h e d t o o . I s a i d y o u t h i n k y o u c a n g e t m e i n t h e r e ? H e

said I don't know you know. So uh he said I see what I can do for you

know. I sa id okay. So he b rough t the app l i ca t ion back to me. He sa id

B . J . h e s a i d I d o i n g t h i s f o r y o u . I s a i d . . . H e s a i d d o n ' t m e s s m e

u p . I s a i d o h I d o n ' t w a n t t o m e s s y o u u p . I s a i d I w o u l d n o t m e s s

y o u u p , y o u k n o w. I s a i d I r e a l l y w a n t t o w o r k . I t o l d h i m I r e a l l y

wan t t o work . So w i th in t ha t week o r two they ca l l ed me in t he p lan t

in 77, in March, 77. So uh right now today Maurice see me he smile.

Q He is a prec ious guy.

A Yes he i s , yes . He comes ove r and t a l k t o you . He asked me how I 'm

s t a y i n g a n d a l l o f t h a t . A n d u m I t e l l h i m I s a i d s e e I t o l d y o u I

w a s n ' t g o n n a m e s s y o u u p y o u k n o w a n d s t u f f . H e j u s t l a u g h e d , y o u

know. So tha t ' s how I go t in to the p lan t .

Q What o ther th ings do you have a chance to do bes ides your fami ly and
church and work? What k ind o f en te r ta inment , wha t k ind o f mov ies do

you watch on the V.C.R.?

A L e t ' s s e e w h a t w e w a t c h ? U m , W i l d c a t s w i t h G o l d i e H a w n a b o u t t h e

f o o t b a l l p l a y e r . M y h u s b a n d e n j o y e d t h a t . U m , R a w D e a l u h . . . T h e

first week we was off, my daughter went to Inkster to be with my mom so
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i t was j us t me and husband . And we had f un en joy ing be ing a t home

looking at movies you know the V.C.R. and stuff . And um, I got another

movie about Vice you know Miami Vice we like that too you know so. So,

uhm.••

Q Do you go to the show much?

A Yea. Uh well , I take my daughter you know* she want to see a movie. He

used t o l i ke a t r ea t he ' l l t a ke t o me t o a show o r some th i ng . Bu t he

don ' t hard ly to much go now h imsel f . But l i ke me and daughter l i ke on

a Tu e s d a y, d o l l a r, y o u k n o w. I t w i l l b e m e a n d h e r a n d h e r d a u g h t e r

and my daughter you know we' l l go to the show. So now real ly s ince I

g o t t h e v i d e o w e k i n d a l i k e s l a c k i n g o f f . S o a n d u m o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s

uh bow l uh my husband love foo tba l l . I had to l ea rn foo tba l l w i th h im

to l ook a t f oo tba l l w i t h h im . He go t a cous i n who p l ay on t he Da l l as

team. Timmy Newsome, and got a cousin who play on the Chicago Browns

uh Bears, uh Ozzie Newsome. . . I th ink i t ' s Cleveland Browns yea Ozzie

N e w s o m e . S o y o u k n o w h e o f f i n t o t h a t w e l o o k a t t h a t a n d u m

baske tba l l games the P is tons . We go ou t the re and he don ' t . . . He say

he might take me. He don't l ike to si t way up there, you know, he want

t o be r i gh t t he re i n i t so when he l ook a t T.V. t hey can re run i t you

know back and f o r t h . And um, box i ng . We l ook f o rwa rd t o go see um

Hearns um Sugar Ray Leonard and Hag le r figh t you know. So a lo t o f

ac t i v i t i e s he goes ou t t o um ga the r i ngs , chu rch ga the r i ngs l i ke i n t he

church I 'm a usher.

Q What does that mean?
A Okay um, usher is l ike um you know a usher for l ike people come in you

usher them to seats. You make them feel at home you know and stuff.
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Q Make sure everybody has a bul let in?

A Yea and have a seat . Take care of 'em you know. My husband and I we

on the hosp i ta l i t y commi t tee . Tha t ' s when we g ree t peop le come in to

v i s i t o u r c h u r c h y o u k n o w. S h o w ' e m a r o u n d t h e c h u r c h a n d t h i s a n

t h a t . U m , y e a h o s p i t a l i t y . J u s t g r e e t ' e m y o u k n o w a n d e v e r y t h i n g

m a k e t h e y s t a y p l e a n s a n t . A n d w e h a v e g a t h e r i n g s w e h o s t d i n n e r .

Ta lk ing about down a t the Rena issance o r someth ing you know we ge t

dressed up to go down there.

Q Do you have a favor i te res taurant?

A Ye a I d i d . . . I l i k e t h e R e d L o b s t e r y o u k n o w . ' C a u s e t h e m a i n m y

h u s b a n d a n d I g o g e t i s s t e a k a n d l o b s t e r . B u t n o w , n o w i t ' s a

t h i n g . . . S i n c e I d o n ' t p a r t y n o m o r e . S i n c e I d o n ' t p a r t y o r n o t h i n g

n o w, a l l m y s i s t e r s w e d o n ' t p a r t y. M y t h i n g n o w i s e a t i n g . I t h i n k

now we search for a good restaurant. We spend the money, but surve us

good you know. L ike my twin s is ter and me our b i r thday is December 7

we went to the Summitt now at the Hyatt Regency you know that.

Q The one that goes around?

A Ye a . W e w e n t a r o u n d . W e l o o k s f o r t h a t y o u k n o w. U h w e ' l l p a y t h e

m o n e y, b u t j u s t s e r v e u s y o u k n o w. W e l i k e t h a t . A n d u m , I l i k e a

g o o d r e s t u a r a n t . I l i k e t o g o t o t h e b e s t r e s t a u r a n t s y o u k n o w w h a t

I 'm saying. I figure I work too hard I want someone to wait on me.

Q So you're not hanging out at Burger King?

A Y e a , y e a , y e a , s o w h e n I ' m o f f f r o m w o r k , i t ' s j u s t l i k e I g o t a

housekeeper now, you know. Hey i t ' s jus t fan tas t ic you know. So. . .

Q I f you to ld some o f the wh i te guys you had a housekeeper, wha t wou ld

they say?
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A I t o l d S m i t t y . T h e y s h o c k e d t h e y i n s h o c k r e a l l y . J u s t l i k e t h e y s a y

B .J . you don ' t . .

Q Her name is?

A S h a n d e l l a .

Q S h a n d e l l a ?

A Ye a , S h a n d e l l a .

Q How do you spel l that?

A S h a n d e l l a . Ye a . U h m I w a s t e l l i n g n o — I w a s t a l k i n g t o S c o t t y a n d

them um he was te l l i ng me he was say ing someth in ' . . . No ! Abou t a rea

c l e a n i n g u p o r s o m e t h i n ' y o u k n o w. . A n d t h e y s a y B . J . d o k e e p y o u r

house l i ke th is? I don ' t be a t home. . . I don ' t be a t home long enough

e v e n t o s e e h o w m y h o u s e i t . A n d I s a i d p l u s , I g o t a h o u s e k e e p e r.

They looked and say you ess ing me. I sa id no I 'm fo r rea l . You know

a n d t h e n I t o l d S c o t t y . I s a i d o h I g o t t o g o c a l l . . . S h e g o t o m y

c h u r c h , t h i s i s a s i s t e r w h o g o t o m y c h u r c h . I s a i d o h I g o t t o g o

c a l l m y h o u s e k e e p e r ' c a u s e I g o t t o t e l l t o b l a h , b l a h . S c o t t y s a y

w h a t ! I s a i d y e a ! H e l o o k e d a t m e a l l f u n n y . I s a y , I s a i d l o o k I

said I work in here I can't do the. things that uh to. keep my house up

you know. My daughter helps me a lot and then she helps me you know

what I 'm saying. And then see that keeps me together because when your

house is out of order you know by being a woman they are the ones. You

know they got to have they house together. You know, well me I want my

h o u s e u p t o a c e r t a i n s o I c a n l i v e i n i t y o u k n o w a n d s t u f f . S o a h

Smit ty came by there he was say ing B.J . you keep your area l ike th is .
I s a i d n a w , I s a i d I g o t t a h o u s e k e e p e r . H e s a y a i n ' t t h a t a B . I

looked at him and he said you essing me. I said no I'm not you know.
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T h e y t h i n k i t ' s c r a z y, b u t y o u k n o w a i n ' t n o t h i n g . M y h u s b a n d a n d I

agree I work and he works. And we agree that we going in hal f to pay

for one to come in and help me clean up you know.

Q Why does someone l i ke Smi t ty th ink i t ' s so . . .

A Because um. . .

Q How do you react to i t?

A How do I r eac t t o i t . I t b l ew h i s m ind . You know, somebody work ing i n

here got a housekeeper someone to help her. I t b lew his mind 'cause I

d o n ' t b e l i e v e h e h a v e o n e . Yo u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . T h a t ' s w h y i t

blew his mind, especial ly me, B.J. you know.

Q A young black woman?

A Yea. B.J . a b lack woman? You know i t ' s not normal you know. You know

the wh i te peop le do ; they have 'em you know. I t ' s no t norma l . When I

was laid off and I was drawing my unemployment I went out there and I

w a s h o u s e k e e p i n g . T h a t ' s m o s t l y I w o r k e d . I w o r k e d i t f o r J e w s . Yo u

know this Jew lady name Ms. Silver and me and her is like this you know

e v e n t o d a y. ' C a u s e I l o v e h e r a n d s h e l o v e s m e a n d s h e s t a y e d i n

B l o o m fi e l d H i l l s . B e a u t i f u l h o m e , h e r h u s b a n d i s a d o c t o r i n D e t r o i t

M e d i c a l C e n t e r . A n d u m , r i g h t n o w t o d a y I ' l l c a l l h e r a n d w i s h h e r

happy Hanukkah and she call me and send me cards and stuff you know.

Yo u k n o w s o u m , n o t n o t h i n g w r o n g w i t h t h a t s o I g o t e x p e r i e n c e o f

housekeep ing so i t ' s no t no th in ' wrong wi th i t .

Q I t ' s a r e s p e c t f u l r e l a t i o n s h i p .

A R i g h t , r i g h t , r i g h t , s o i t s h o c k e d ' e m . A b l a c k w o m a n h a s s o m e b o d y

else you know and stuff you know. I t a in ' t bother me. L ike she um she

um keeps my kitchen clean and my floor. She irons me and my husbands
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work c l o thes . Tha t ' s a who le l o t t he re t oo you know wha t I 'm say ing .

I t helps me a whole lot . You know working ten hours. See when I come

home I got to fix him dinner you know he hol lers at me he want to eat

y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . I g o t t o fi x . . . S h e k n o w s h e c o o k e d u s

s m e l t o n F r i d a y. M e a n d h i m b e a t e a c h o t h e r t h r o a t . Yo u s a i d y o u

a l l t i r e d . Yo u a l l t i r e d y o u k n o w.

Q You work ten hours a day, he works ten hours a day, you go home and you

got to make the dinner?

A Yea! I go t to make the d inner and put in on the tab le .

Q How come you don't share making the dinner?
A H e d o n ' t c o o k .

Q So you wouldn ' t eat too much. . .

A No . I wou ldn ' t ea t you know wha t I 'm say ing? I wou ldn ' t ea t .

Q We s ta r ted go ing ou t to d inner on Fr iday n igh ts . . .

A Yo u g o t o d i n n e r o n F r i d a y n i g h t s ? W e l l , w e g o t o B i b l e c l a s s o n

F r i d a y n i g h t s a n d u m , I p i c k u p s o m e t h i n ' o n F r i d a y . F r i d a y a n d

S a t u r d a y i s m y d a y. E v e r y b o d y g o f o r t h e i r s e l f . B u t M o n d a y t h r o u g h

T h u r s d a y , I g o t t o h a v e t h a t m a n s o m e t h i n ' t o e a t . S h e k n o w i t !

'Cause when we come in on Friday, we be barking at each other throat.

S h e b e s a y i n g , y ' a l l t i r e d , y ' a l l t i r e d y ' a l l j u s t u p s e t . A n d I ' m l i k e

t h i s , I d o n ' t l e t i t g o , y o u k n o w. H e b e q u i e t . H e s a y B i l l i e J e a n ,

and I be al l up in his face and he get scared or something. But I know

h e w o u l d n ' t d o n o t h i n ' s o . B u t u m , I c o m e s i n . . . We l l fi r s t o f a l l , m y

h u s b a n d a s k m e , w h e n t h e y c a l l e d m e b a c k t o w o r k I w a s d o i n g t h e

housekeep ing . I had to ge t away. My tw in and I we go t ou r own l i t t l e

thing now you know what I'm saying. The people trusted us you know
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when I was working for these other people. When I had got cal led back,

j us t recen t l y t o come back to work , I l e t my tw in s i s te r t ake ca re o f .

And see now we got a lady working for us you know what I'm saying? We

g o t , w e f o r m i n g s o m e k i n d o f l i t t l e b u s i n e s s . Ye a a j a n i t o r a n d m a i d

se rv i ce . See because I go t t h i s t rus t w i th these peop le you know and

so, by they t rust me you know we can move a rate. Because my s is ter

s h e w o r k s o u t i n B l o o m fi e l d H i l l s a n d I g a v e h e r a l a d y w h o s t a y i n

F r a n k l i n I u s e d t o d o . I h a d m y t h i n g s e t u p . I w o u l d l i k e w o r k f o r

Ms. Si lver for three days a week and then on Tuesdays and Thursday, I

wou ld go to th i s o ther lady 's house . I wou ld ge t th rough and come on

back home that was my money. I was making like um let me see... I made

$108 from Ms. Si lver and $35.00 from Ms. Landoff , th is is tax-free.

Q Unde r t he t ab l e?

A Ye a fi v e a d a y s a w e e k a n d i t w a s g o o d y o u k n o w b e c a u s e I w a s n ' t

ge t t i n ' unemp loyment o r no th in ' you know. So i t was good . So I d idn ' t

w a n t t o l e t i t g o s o I t u r n e d i t o v e r t o m y t w i n . S o s h e g o t i t l i k e

i n c o n t r o l . B u t , w e t r y i n g t o g e t s o m e t h i n ' . W e t r y i n g t o g e t a

b u i l d i n g o r s o m e t h i n g . I ' m l o o k i n g f o r s o m e t h i n g b e s i d e s t h e f a c t o r y.

' C a u s e t h e f a c t o r y m i g h t f a l l . Yo u k n o w, y o u c a n ' t d e p e n d o n t h a t .

I ' m g o i n g b y w h a t m y t a l e n t i s , w h a t I c a n d o . F a c t o r y i s a l l r i g h t .

Fac to ry i s secur i t y and every th ing you know. So , I went back to work ,

my husband asked me, he said um, you sure you can handle it? You know,

um, I wasn ' t wo rk ing when me and h im was mar r i ed . I was work ing a

l i t t le bit and laid off and stuff, and he asked me he see how much work

was around here. He l iked what I was doing you know. I said oh yea. . .

I was geeked up. You know I wanted to go back and make this money so
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I 'm geeked you know. I sa id yea I ' l l hand le i t you know. Bu t I wasn ' t

t h i n k i n g t h e p a r t a b o u t t a k i n g c a r e o f y o u r - h u s b a n d t o o . I w a s

th ink ing abou t mak ing money you know. I 'm th i nk ing abou t I 'm mak ing

the same thing he making you know. Me and him is you know we in there

m a k i n g i t t o g e t h e r. S o u h , I w a s n ' t t h i n k i n g a b o u t a w i f e d u t y t a k i n g

care o f my husband . I t was l i ke the fi rs t coup le o f months i t was l i ke

I wasn ' t t ak ing ca re o f no du t i es w i th h im you know wha t I 'm say ing .

He was unders tand ing. He sa id I unders tand 'cause you got ta get used

to i t you know and s tu f f you know. And ah , i t was l i ke the t ime when

we t ry someth ing I fa l l as leep you know what I 'm say ing. Just miss out

to ta l l y o f w i f e l i f e you know. So I go t my th i ng toge the r.

Q But you had the paycheck?

A Yea , I had the paycheck , and my hands was swo l l en you know. Ge t t i ng

back i n to i t . My hands was swo l l en and eve ry th ing . I sa id l ook a t my

hands they don ' t even look l i ke women 's hands no more . He sa id we l l

look you got the money you know. I said yea, you know, I keep thinking

d o l l a r s i g n s y o u k n o w w i t h t h i s w o r k y o u k n o w. S o u m , t h i n g s g o t

calmed, down I. got ad justed " to the job where I'm gonna be at and stuff

y o u k n o w. ' C a u s e i n t h e p l a n t y o u m e n t a l l y a n d p h y s i c a l l y t i r e d y o u

know.

Q What do you think the hardest part about working in the plant for you?

A H a r d e s t p a r t . G e t t i n g u p i n t h e m o r n i n g .

Q What time to you get up?

A I g e t u p a t 4 : 2 0 , a h 4 : 3 5 , a n d u m , I l e a v e h e r e , i t t a k e s m e

twen ty -five m inu tes ' cause I done and took my shower and eve ry th ing .
Just wash up probably drink me a cup of coffee. Okay and put my
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c l o t h e s o n . I l e a v e h e r e a t 5 : 0 0 . I g e t t o w o r k 5 : 3 0 . Yo u k n o w i t ' s

m y h a r d e s t t i m e . . . G e t t i n g u p . G e t t i n g u p , a n d i f I d o n ' t h a v e t h e

proper rest and s leep, i t be real ly hard for me.
What time do you go to sleep?

I g o t o s l e e p a r o u n d 9 : 3 0 . I b e . . . I f I ' m n o t a s l e e p , I ' m i n t h e b e d

you know.

How do you pass the time of day at work? What do you think about?

Uh . I t h i nk abou t eve r y th i ng i n gene ra l . I t h i nk abou t l i ke a t home .

Do you read the Bible?

Yea, I read the Bible on my break. Um you know sometimes, when I read

the Bible i t comes... You know l ike everybody comes over and mess with

you, you now what I'm saying? So on my break you see me go upstairs in

l a d y ' s l o u n g e y o u k n o w. I s i t t h e r e a n d r e a d i t . T h e n s o m e t i m e s I
come up i f I have a l i t t le t ime I read you know, I read a couple versus

o r s o m e t h i n g y o u k n o w t h e n . B u t , I t h i n k a b o u t t h e l o r d y o u k n o w.

I t ' s n o t r e a l l y n o t h i n ' t o t h i n k a b o u t . S e e m y m i n d j u s t b l a n d , c l e a r

y o u k n o w w h a t e v e r c o m e u p I j u s t t h i n k a b o u t i t . L i k e i f I ' m w o r k i n g

o r. someth ing , I t h i nk .abou t l i t t l e , ma te r i a l t h i ngs . . you now, l i ke wha t^

I'm gonna get l ike how I'm fixing my house up for my husband you know.

G e t t i n g o u r h o u s e t o g e t h e r a n d s t u f f . L i t t l e t h i n g s i n m y f a m i l y

l i fe . My husband you know, grandbaby you know. L i t t le th ings you know

y o u j u s t . . .
What did you get your grandbaby for Christmas?

Wel l , we d idn ' t get her noth ing yet because she's way over in Morocco,

she's not here.

Hard to figure out what to send?
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A Yea, you know. So she . . . The momma brought us p ic tu res and s tu f f and

showed us and she's one. We just wait in' for her to come and we gonna

make al l that up to her.

Q Is she gonna come v is i t?

A H e . . .

Q O h s h e ' s s t i l l s t a t i o n e d t h e r e ?

A N o . H e ' s h e r e t h a t ' s h i m .

Q Yes, I know he 's here .

A Yea , okay he 's s ta t ioned in New York . H is w i fe jus t came okay she had

to leave the papers wasn ' t r igh t . Okay yea you know tha t 's sad fo r a l l

of us you know. So um he going back sometime this year to get her. So

when she come we gonna make it up you know.

Q D o y o u t h i n k t h a t y o u ' l l s t a y a t t h e t r u c k p l a n t , d o y o u t h i n k y o u l a i d

o f f , d o y o u t h i n k y o u w o r k a n o t h e r f e w y e a r s , w h a t d o y o u t h i n k w i l l

happen?

A I t h i nk , we l l I have ten yea rs i n March the 12 th so I t h i nk , I f ee l um,

i n J a n u a r y b u s i n e s s h a v e a t e n d e n c y o f g o i n g d o w n w i t h s a l e s a n d

w h a t e v e r. I t m i g h t c h a n g e t h e m i x , I w e n t t h e y m i g h t c h a n g e t h e t w o

rockers in F job and pu t back the regu la r th ing you know. I 'm look ing

f o r t h i s y o u k n o w a n d I t h i n k I m i g h t g e t l a i d o f f . I d o n ' t k n o w i t

all depends on how the sales is you know.

Q Are you op t im is t i c o r pess im is t i c o r don ' t you ca re?

A I don't care you know because I got good news anything that Michigan um

transmiss ion p lan t may soon bu i ld another par t on to the back and they

g o n n a h i r e i n f o u r - h u n d r e d p e o p l e . T h e y g o n n a m a k e a n e w

t r a n s m i s s i o n . S o u m , i t t h e y l a y m e o f f , I ' m p r e t t y. . . . I s h o u l d g o
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over to the t ransmiss ion.

Q Hav ing abou t ten yea rs sen io r i t y you ' l l be i n the re?

A Ye a , I ' l l b e t h e r e . I n a w a y I w i l l b e h a p p y i f t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n p l a n t

t o c a l l m e . B e c a u s e I fi g u r e i f I w o r k a t t h e t r u c k p l a n t I c a n w o r k

anywhere you know.

Q Why do you say that?

A T h e j o b s I d o i n ' , t h e j o b s I d o i n g i t t h o u g h . A n d , I h e a r d t h e

t ransmiss ion p lant is a heaven p lant you know. You s i t down, you work

hard buttons and stuff you know.

What do you th ink the t ruck p lant wi l l look l ike in ten years?

T h e t r u c k p l a n t t o m e i s l i k e b e h i n d a l l t h e o t h e r p l a n t s y o u k n o w

w h a t I ' m s a y i n g ? T h e y s l o w e r d o i n g t h e y t h i n g y o u k n o w. T h e t r u c k

p l a n t i n t e n y e a r s t h e y m i g h t b e t h e r e , t h e y m i g h t n o t I d o n ' t k n o w

they migh t , I don ' t know. I f we keep the qua l i t y up we migh t be there
and have a second shi f t you know, s ince they sa id we making the best

t ruck you know. So um i t 's hard to say you know. 'Cause they seem to

b e d o i n g n u m b e r s a l l t h i s . We b u i l d i n g g o o d t r u c k s a n d w e t h e o n l y

f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g t h o s e b i g B r o n c h o s a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. S o I d o n ' t

know it might there and it might have a second shift .

What is your biggest concern for your daughter?

Going to get her educat ion. Get her a . . . R ight now she undec ided what
she wants . Bu t , she wants to work in the computer sc ience you know.

Wo r k o n c o m p u t e r s a n d s t u f f . S o u m , m y b i g g e s t c o n c e r n f o r h e r i s

g e t t i n g h e r e d u c a t i o n ' c a u s e m e . . . M y h u s b a n d a n d I t e l l h e r f a c t o r y
a i n ' t n o t h i n g y o u k n o w. Yo u g e t y o u a j o b t o w o r k a t y o u r p a c e o r

something you know. Factory, we got to work when the man you know.
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Do you regret it, or are you ashamed of it?

Am I ashamed of the factory? Yep.

Do you regret working there?

Yea, because. . .

But you want something different for your daughter?

I wan t some th ing d i f f e ren t f o r he r. I don ' t wan t he r, okay, Fo rd , Fo rd

I'm glad to work at Ford because my husband and I we say that Ford is

n o t p r e j u d i c e . T h e y j u s t t h e p e o p l e w h o f o r F o r d i s p r e j u d i c e y o u

know. Ford don' t care who works what you know as long as he get h is

s t u f f t o g e t h e r y o u k n o w. B u t i t ' s t h e p e o p l e i n s i d e o f t h e r e . T h e y

p r e j u d i c e a n d e v e r y t h i n g . S o F o r d i s g o o d t o t h e i r p e o p l e . F o r d i s

not l ike G.M.

Why do you say they're good to them, than G.M.?

Just l ike um, our profit shar ing, Ford could of d id the same th ing G.M.

d i d y o u k n o w. B u t m y h u s b a n d a n d I w e l o o k a t . . . W e s a y F o r d i s

b lessed ' cause he he lps everybody e lse you know wha t I 'm say ing . So

F o r d g i v e i n t o i t , h e g i v e s a n d t h e n h e p u t s i n . H e • g i v e s t o h e l p

people and stuff you know. Just l ike um we use an example l ike um Ford

how he came and how he helped Mayor Young you know.

How did he do that?

They bui l t that Renaissance and we just . . .

You say Ford is blessed?

Ye a , w e l o o k a t i t a s a b l e s s i n g y o u k n o w. F o r d i s b l e s s e d b e c a u s e

Ford he's not discr iminat ion he helps everybody else you know wha^ i»m

saying. Ford g ives to people to and stuff you know. So I figu' re when
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you g i ve , you ge t b l essed i n r e tu rn and s tu f f you know. And j us t l i ke

Mayor Young you know. When Detroit was having l ike a fal l ing down part

how Ford came in and him and Mayor Young they got together bui l t that

Renaissance. And ah do you remember um the Ford employees they could

o f r i p p e d o f r u i n e d t h e y h a d t h i s s p e c i a l a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w ' c a u s e

Ford had them do it, it was New Years they had package or something for

Ford employees, a l l Ford employees and s tu f f you know. So, Ford he lp

D e t r o i t a w h o l e l o t t o m e y o u k n o w. E v e n t h o u g h h i s f a c t o r y l i n e h e

h e l p s i n h i s w a y a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w . A n d j u s t l i k e p r o fi t s h a r i n g ,

F o r d d i d n ' t h a v e t o y o u k n o w g i v e u s t h a t y o u k n o w. H e g i v e u s o u r

s h a r e j u s t l i k e G . M . G . M . t h e y t r i c k e d t h o s e p e o p l e . T h e y d i d n ' t g i v e

those people they money like was suppose to had gave them. And you see

what happened , they c rooked and they do in ' th ings no t r i gh t . They no t

t r e a t i n g t h e p e o p l e w h o m a k i n g t h e s t u f f f o r t h e m . T h e y n o t t r e a t i n g

t h e m r i g h t . W h e r e F o r d g i v i n g u s a f a i r . . . F o r d i s g o o d t o u s a n d

stuff you understand what I 'm saying?

What 's your b iggest concern about Detro i t . Do you see Detro i t as be ing

a R e n a i s s a n c e c i t y o r a c o m e - b a c k c i t y. W h a t d o y o u t h i n k o f M a y o r

Young?

Mayor Young he 's s t rong , I l i ke 'em. He 's no t a pushover and he take

o f b u s i n e s s i n h i s w a y. A w h o l e l o t o f p e o p l e d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d y o u

k n o w. A w h o l e l o t o f p e o p l e l e f t D e t r o i t f o r d e a d a n d w e l l h e r e t h i s

man i s he comes, bu i ld De t ro i t up , now they don ' t l i ke 'em you know.

' C a u s e t h e y s a y h e p r e j u d i c e y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . M o s t o f t h e

white people say he prejudice this and that you know and stuff . And
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um , and by De t ro i t . . . The re ' s a who le l o t o f eve ry th i ngs happen ing i n

t h e s e s u b u r b s , t h e y d o n ' t s a y n o t h i n g a b o u t i t . S e e D e t r o i t i s a b i g

c i t y and they a lways t r y i ng to find someth ing bad you know on Mayor

Young to make h im look l ike um s i l ly you know, make h im look l ike he

a b o u t n o t h i n g a n d s t u f f . I t ' s a w h o l e l o t o f t h i n g s i n L i v o n i a ,

I n k s t e r , W e s t l a n d , a n d a l l o f t h a t , b u t D e t r o i t i s a b i g c i t y, t h a t i s

na tu ra l l y i t ' s a bunch o f s tu f f happen ' he re .
D o t h i n k t h e M a y o r h a s m a d e t h e c i t y b e t t e r f o r t h e p e o p l e i n t h e

c o m m u n i t y. O r , h a s h e m a d e i t b e t t e r f o r . . . H e b u i l t t h e P o l e To w n

Plant and now they are ta lk ing about c los ing the Pole Town Plant ; ha l f

t h e P o l e To w n P l a n t i s g o i n g t o g e t l a i d o f f . H e b u i l t i t D o w n t o w n ,

how is that affected most of the poor people in the ci ty?

The poor people in the city?

That's not something you're thinking about when you say Mayor Young has

done a good job?

Wha t I 'm say ing i s Mayo r Young d id a good j ob . He up l i f t De t ro i t , he

made it look better, you know what I 'm saying? You know.

So you're proud of him as a Mayor?

Yea, because he s tands for the , you know, he 's he lp ing. . . He 's work ing

a way to he lp , you know wha t I 'm say ing , ' cause l i ke I sa id t hey l e f t

for dead you know. The companies moving out you know and everyth ing

and s tu f f you know, jus j : le f t Det ro i t you know fo r what i t i s and s tu f f

you know. So he a lways figu r ing ou t some k ind way to unb ind us l i ke

the Grand Pr ix you know, he brought tha t in you know to b r ing money

back in Det ro i t you know and s tu f f . And fo r a b ind , I th ink he do in ' a

pret ty good job you know. I fee l l i ke um, the poor, the people in
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De t ro i t go t a chance . I f t hey l azy o r someth ing they no t gonna do i t .

I f t hey wan t t o j us t depend on the a id o r we l fa re o r someth ing tha t ' s

t h e y l i f e s t y l e .

Q Do you th ink t ha t t he re a re , a l o t o f peop le i n De t ro i t t ha t a re on a id

because they want to be?

A I t h i nk t he re ' s *a l o t peop le , yea , some on ' em they use i t . I see some

healthy men you know gett ing food stamps and stuff you know. They can

get a job you know. They can get a job, but they depend on the welfare

y o u k n o w t h e y f o o d s t a m p s . I k n o w a p a r t i c u l a r o n e p e r s o n , I d o n ' t

t h a t , t h i s i s a m a n h e r e , a n d t h e n , l i k e t h e d r u g s i s i n s o t h a t j u s t

totally make them, you know, they don't want nothin' you know?

Q I s t h i s n e i g h b o r h o o d b l a c k a n d w h i t e , fi f t y - fi f t y ?

A Y e a , fi f t y - fi f t y .

Q Does everybody ge t a long . How is i t l i ke?

A B e a u t i f u l . S e e e v e r y b o d y w o r k s .

Q I t ' s a w o r k i n g a r e a ?

A Yea, everybody works, and most ly everybody who stay over here works for

t h e C i t y. P o l i c e O f fi c e r s , u m , y o u k n o w c i t y, y o u k n o w t h e y w o r k f o r

t h e C i t y l i k e o f fi c e j o b s , a n d t h e n f a c t o r y w o r k e r s l i k e t h e m a n r i g h t

he re nex t door, he works fo r the c i t y ; Chrys le r, Fo rd , Chrys le r, he ' s a

r e t i r e d fi r e m a n .

Q T h i s i s s o r t o f t h e e a s t s i d e o f D e t r o i t u s e d b e , e v e r y b o d y u s e d t o

work for the City and work for the Big Three and do wel l? Do you have

a lot of crime here?

A No. See ' cause everybody wants someth ing . Everybody works , they don ' t
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h a v e t i m e a n d t h e n u m , d i f f e r e n t c r o w d s y o u k n o w. I ' m p r e t t y s u r e

these people got these homes, the homeowners they not gonna have no one

y o u k n o w. T h e y w a n t t o b e a r o u n d g o o d p e o p l e y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m

s a y i n g . S o g o o d p e o p l e b r i n g g o o d p e o p l e . B a d p e o p l e b r i n g b a d

people. Just l ike we i f we get someone moving in, l ike i f someone move

out and they rent they house, our community we wi l l get together and i f

t h i s house ho l d i ng a who le l o t o f c rowd o r company o r wha teve r and

s t u f f , y o u k n o w w e w i l l d i s c u s s a n d s e e w h a t t h e p r o b l e m i s a n d

everything. We try to get that out of here you know what I 'm saying.

Q Has that happened?

A W e l l . O n c e , t h i s m a n h e r e h e r e n t h i s o u t a n d i t ' s t h i s l a d y s h e h a d

t w o k i d s . T h e y l i k e t o h a v e c o m p a n y, i t ' s r i g h t b e h i n d u s . T h e y l i k e

to have a lo t o f company and s tu f f . Bu t , i t seems l i ke they s lowed up

you know and they don't have to much company. You know they play their

m u s i c l o u d a n d s o . . . B u t , t h e y s e e n o b o d y e l s e d o n ' t d o i t , s o t h a t

kind of l ike convince them they keep i t down though and tel l people you

k n o w, y o u k n o w s t u f f l i k e t h a t . S o , u m , t h i s n e i g h b o r h o o d i s v e r y

nice, very n ice. My husband and I p lan on g iv ing i t up when he ret i res

and um moving to Texas, back to Texas.

Q T h a t ' s a n o t h e r t e n y e a r s r i g h t ?

A Y e a .

Q What do you think of Ronald Reagan?

A O h , I n e v e r d i d , I n e v e r d i d . L i k e m y t w i n s i s t e r s a i d R o n a l d R e a g a n

l i ke he ta l k ing to the Sov ie t Un ion he se l l i ng us you know. He 's s l i ck

you know he's running uh, he's running this world l ike a movie you know

what I 'm say ing . He 's do ing h is th ing . I don ' t unders tand peop le who
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are in the plant wi th me making the same income. I remember when he

was getting elected you know.

Q What do you mean?

A When he was get t ing reelected.

Q I n 8 4 ?

A Ye a , i n 8 4 . T h i s g i r l n a m e C h e r y l , I w a s a t t h e t r u c k p l a n t , a n d w e

was ta lk ing and we was ta lk ing about the e lect ion. . .

Q Chery l Jackson?

. A Ye a . S o w e w a s t a l k i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g y o u k n o w. W e g o t a l o n g r e a l

good, we st i l l do and stuff . So um I said wow, who you gonna vote for

you know? She said oh I think I 'm gonna revote for Reagan, Reagan he's

pret ty good. That b lew my mind you know. Because these peoples don ' t

real ize Reagan, just because working ten hours you making overt ime you

making money, that don't mean nothing, that don't mean nothing you know

w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . S o t h e y l o o k a t t h a t l i k e t h e y w o r k i n g , t h e y l o o k a t

i t ' c a u s e t h e y w o r k i n g t h e y d o i n g o k a y a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. S o , y e a

he's okay, I said no I always been a Democrat because a Republican can

neve r do no th i ng . The r i ch ge t r i che r, t he poo r ge t poo re r you know.

So um, I sa id wow, I to ld my husband I was k inda of hur t . We making

the same money, the same company.

Q We l l she j us t came o f f o f we l f a re . . .

A She d id?. Are you ta lk ing about the Chery l I am?

Q She works over in the lock job?

A N o n o t b l a c k , s h e ' s w h i t e . H e r n a m e i s . . . S h e w a s w o r k i n g w i t h m e i n

84.
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Q She's a white woman?

A Ye a . N o I w a s t a l k i n g a b o u t S h i r l e y u m u m . S o I w a s g r i e v e d , I t o l d

my husband I sa id I don ' t unders tand these peop le work a t the fac to ry

and they l ike Reagan. I said you know wel l maybe they Republ ican, you

k n o w t h a t w a y . S o I s a i d d o n ' t n o t h i n g w h e r e R e a g a n i s d o i n g

a n y t h i n g . H e ' s t a k i n g m o r e f r o m u s y o u k n o w. L i k e t h i s s p a c e s t u f f

and a l l t h i s s tu f f you know. You tak ing more f rom us . So my husband

s a i d w e l l y o u k n o w , p e o p l e l o o k i n g a t i t j u s t ' c a u s e t h e y w o r k i n g

over t ime. They work ing, they got a job.

Q Did a lo t o f whi tes vote for Reagan, d id some b lacks votes for Reagan,

do you know?

A I d o n ' t t h i n k n o b l a c k s v o t e f o r R e a g a n . T h e m a j o r i t y o f ' e m . J u s t

l i k e L u c a s , r a n f o r u h , j u s t l i k e i t w a s a t r i c k l i k e t o y o u k n o w .

I t ' s a w h o l e l o t o f p e o p l e f e l t b e c a u s e h e w a s t h e fi r s t , h e ' d b e t h e

fi r s t b l a c k m a n f o r g o v e r n o r a n d a l l . . . B u t l o o k a t i t , h e w a s a

Democra t a t fi r s t , and then , he sw i t ched ove r i n to Repu l i can . And you

see most o f these b lack peop le , poor peop le they Democra ts you know

w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . O n l y t h e p e o p l e h e l p i n g i s D e m o c r a t p e o p l e ' c a u s e

t h e y . . . I s a y t h e y m o r e l i k e t o t h e y l e v e l . R e p u b l i c a n t h e y t h i n k s

money you know what I'm saying. Money makes money you know. With them

t h e y d o n ' t t h i n k a b o u t t h e l i t t l e p e o p l e l i k e . . . S o u h , j u s t l i k e

Lucas uh, i t was a few votes for 'em 'cause they was look ing a t b lack

you know 'cause he was black.

Q D id you?
A No. I voted for Democrat , Blanch, you know here Blanch is he did, he
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b r o u g h t M i c h i g a n o u t o f b r o k e s t a g e y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g ? N o ,

because um, Lucas come to my church you know we go to Grace of Shaefer

and Seven Mile, he come there al l the t ime. Last year he bought a seat

a t o u r c h u r c h a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. A n d u m , h e c o m e t h e r e t o s p e a k

because he had no votes there. He Democrat he know he had 'em. So

this last t ime he came, he and my pastor they real good friends because

my bishop he's a commissioner of the Detroit Policeman you know he work

l ike that . So, um, he came the las t t ime that 's when he was beg inn ing

t o s w i t c h o v e r a n d h e w a s t e l l i n g u s h e w a s b r i n g i n g s o m e k i n d o f

specia l out ta lk ing about when these two men was in ja i l , th is one had

to be out to get f reedom. He let us know that he had come out to get

i t fo r us so he cou ld make. . . You know me and my husband looked a t

each other, we knew what was gonna happen you know. I said uh oh, here

i t is you know.

Q He used a scr ipture to just i fy becoming a Republ ican?

A E v e r y b o d y l o o k e d a t h i m y o u k n o w, w e k n e w w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n ' . A n d

then, a f ter he got th rough he you know h is head was down and he s i t

down you know. We knew wha t was happen . So tha t ' s j us t l i ke I sa id

f o r e x a m p l e . L u c a s t u r n e d R e p u b l i c a n , B l a n c h a D e m o c r a t . S t i l l w e n t

fo r Democra t . Whi te man, b lack man. We both a Democra t we vo te fo r

Democra t . Lucas , I be l i eve to me i n my back o f head , I f ee l l i ke uh ,

Lucas and Reagan are sett ing us up l ike you know. I t 's l ike you know I

want you to run fo r th is you know, th is man. And then, he o f fe red h im

a better job, and see get th is he come up to the White House you see

w h a t I ' m s a y i n g . A n y w a y i t g o , s e e L u c a s l o o k i n g f o r h i s s e l f y o u

know.
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Q W h a t d o t h i n k i s t h e b i g g e s t c o n c e r n f o r t h e c o u n t r y ? W h a t ' s y o u r

biggest fear for the Uni ted States r ight now?

A Th i s man i s j us t ove rpower i ng h i s se l f .

Q Reagan?

A Ye a , m a n i s j u s t o v e r p o w e r i n g h i s s e l f . . .

Q Man in general, not Reagan?

A I 'm ta lk ing about Reagan he 's a man you know. Man 's own power t ry ing

to have control over the this and that you know. And man gonna end up

tear ing th is wor ld up . Wel l , my concern is I don ' t wor ry about because
l i k e I t o l d u h R a y J o n e s , I ' m g o n n a b e c a l l e d u p , I ' l l b e g o n e y o u

know, you know, they can do what they want to do, because I'm gonna be

with my maker you know.

Q Because you're saved?

A Ye a . I ' l l b e c a l l e d u p y o u k n o w , a n d I ' l l s a y . . . I t d o n ' t s c a r e m e

i t , d o n ' t b o t h e r , i t d o n ' t b o t h e r m e a n d m y h u s a n d , i t d o n ' t b o t h e r

us . Because we res t in assurance our secur i ty in to the lo rd you know.

Man gonna just destroy itself you know.

Q If you could make the plant a better place to work, what would you do?

A A b e t t e r p l a c e t o w o r k ? F i r s t o f a l l g e t t h e a t m o s p h e r e b e t t e r y o u

k n o w . A n d t h e n , I m a k e s u r e . . . <

Q What do you mean atmosphere?

A Wel l , you know the, you know, l ike a love th ing, you know, get everyone

a b e t t e r a t m o s p h e r e y o u k n o w w h a t I ' m s a y i n g ? I b e l i e v e . . . I r e a l l y

be l i eve tha t p re jud i ce i s s t i l l t he re you know wha t I 'm say ing because

um, they work with you and stuff, but when i t 's t ime to home, they gone

way. You know they stay way out in the country and stuff you know
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But uh, the reason why they work with you is because they have to work

w i t h y o u a n d s t u f f . • I j u s t w a n t t o g e t r i d o f t h e p r e j u d i c e a n d

everybody jus t be as one . And then , don ' t over load the jobs , everyone

w o r k t h e j o b a t t h e y p a c e a n d s t u f f y o u k n o w. ' C a u s e l i k e F o r d ' s b e

t r y i n g . . . We l l s e e F o r d b e t r y i n g t o s a v e m o n e y t o o a n d s t u f f , s o h e

have those peop le ou t the re to t r y to cu t more jobs and th is and tha t

and stuff you know.

Q Do you think the place would better or worse i f we didn' t have a union?

A I th ink i t would be worser. 'Cause a t least you have a chance you know

w i t h t h e u n i o n . I f y o u d i d n ' t h a v e a u n i o n , y o u w o u l d n ' t h a v e c h a n c e

you know.

What chances do the union give you?

I f someth in ' happens um, they can ta lk for you, they can get you back

you know. So l i ke I go t fi red you know. They work fo r you . They g i ve

you a chance you know.
You don't mind paying the union dues?

No. I don't mind as long as they do they job.

Do they do their job?

Ye a . I g i v e ' e m t h e y c r e d i t ' c a u s e I ' m l i k e t h i s . I f B r i a n d o n ' t d o

t h e j o b f o r m e , I g o t o A r c h i e K i n n e y, i f h e d o n ' t d o i t I g o t o J e f f

you know.
He' l l take care of business?

Ye a . H e ' l l t a k e c a r e o f b u s i n e s s . A l l I l o o k i n g f o r , i f y o u t a k i n g m y

m o n e y, a l l I ' m l o o k i n g f o r i s m y b u s i n e s s b e i n g t a k e n c a r e o f y o u
k n o w. A n d e v e r y b o d y e l s e t o o y o u k n o w, w e l l n a t u r a l l y . I f e e l l i k e

they try and knock the union out. Like they got they employee
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invo lvement and s tu f f you know. They t ry ing to say they don ' t have to

have the union i f they got that .

Q Who is say ing that?

A N o . T h a t ' s h o w I ' m l o o k i n g a t i t . T h e y c a n g e t t h e e m p l o y e e a n d t h e

foreman and s tu ff to have a re la t ionsh ip , they don ' t need no un ion you

know.

Q Does that bother you?
A Um um.

Q I f t h e y c a n m a k e i t h a p p e n , i f t h e y c a n g e t t h e e m p l o y e e s a n d t h e

company...
A Yea i t bother me 'cause I want he union.

Q You think i t 's needed even i f you have a better atmosphere?

Q Ye a . T h e u n i o n s t i l l s h o u l d b e t h e r e .

Q No matter what?

A Yea , no ma t te r wha t .

Q You need tha t so r t o f sa fe ty?

A Y e a , s a f e t y . T h a t ' s r i g h t . S e e t h e u n i o n i s l i k e . . . I l o o k a t t h e

. un ion as l i ke a lawyer fo r you you know. I t ' s_ de fend ing your bes t you

k n o w , y o u r t h i n g y o u k n o w . S o I t h i n k u n i o n s s t i l l s h o u l d b e i n

the re . And s ince Je f f been in the p res iden t he 's do ing a good job too

to me you know.

Q How has he done a good and , second ly, t he nex t p ro jec t coming up i n

September, what would you like to see in it?
A W e l l , w h a t I l i k e s e e i n t h e n e x t c o n t r a c t i s j o b s e c u r i t y y o u k n o w.

Don't let them do l ike G.M. doing you know what I 'm saying. Just take
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off and close up plants, and try to get cheaper work somewhere else you

k n o w a n d l e a v e a l l t h e s e p e o p l e m e s s e d u p k n o w. I l i k e t o s e e j o b

secur i t y and ge t a con tac t w i th someth ing i n the re wha t G .M. d id you

k n o w, w h i c h t h e y p r o b a b l y w i l l y o u k n o w. A n d , u m h o w t o a d j u s t . . . I

don ' t know they j us t . . . The un ion be t te r, he spend the money uh , j us t

l i k e t h e p i c n i c . I w e n t t o t h e p i c n i c , i t w a s n i c e , i t w a s b e a u t i f u l ,

y o u k n o w. H e l o o k s o u t f o r u s , h e s a y s h i b a b y h o w y o u d o i n ' . H e

looks ou t f o r h i s peop le , he l ooks ou t . 'Cause Je f f wo rk i n t he same

style he know the people want you know. He knows the people...

Q D o y o u t h i n k t h a t J e f f i s d o i n g a g o o d j o b b e c a u s e y o u h a v e h a d a

c h a n c e t o w o r k w i t h h i m ? I s i t b e c a u s e h e ' s b l a c k ? I s i t b e c a u s e h e

does a good job?

A I t h i n k J e f f i s d o i n g a g o o d j o b . I t h i n k h e ' s d o i n g a g o o d j o b

b e c a u s e h e ' s J e f f . H e ' s d o w n t o e a r t h . S e e J e f f i s a g o o d f r i e n d o f

mine too you know. He wants to see h is people happy and comfor tab le

you know wha t I 'm say ing . 'Cause l i ke h i s f a the r wo rks down town , he

k n o w s . . . J e f f k n o w s w h a t i s h a p p e n ' , h i s f a t h r . . . Yo u k n o w w h a t I ' m

s a y i n g ? B u t , I r e a l l y t h i n k J e f f i s fi g h t i n g f o r t h e p e o p l e w o r k i n g i n

the plant you know and stuff you know. He's good, he's good... And um,

a w h o l e l o t o f p e o p l e t h e y t r y t o . . . A n y t h i n g t h e y s a y a b o u t J e f f I

t a k e s u p f o r J e f f b e c a u s e h e i s g o o d , a n d t h e n , u m , i f y o u w a n t

something you ask Jeff, he gets to it you know what I'm saying?

Q Do peop le no t l i ke Je f f i n t he p lan t?

A S o m e o f t h e m t u r n d o w n , y o u k n o w . Yo u l i s t e n t o a w h o l e l o t o f

a g g r a v a t i o n i n t h e p l a n t y o u k n o w. D i f f e r e n t , d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n s . . .

Q Do you hea r much rac ia l s tu f f , he ' s the fi rs t b lack p res iden t we ' ve
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had? No he's not Jim Coleman was...

A W e l l , I t e l l u m . . .

Q Guys , we hea r d i f f e ren t t h i ngs .

A Ye a , t h a t ' s t r u e y o u k n o w. I t e l l y o u , J e f f u m , a w h o l e l o t o f p e o p l e

I d o n ' t k n o w . I t ' s j u s t d i f f e r e n t s t r o k e s f o r d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e y o u

k n o w. J u s t l i k e o v e r i n t h e t r u c k p l a n t l i k e A r c h i e K i n n e y. H e ' s t h e

p lank cha i rman , okay, I don ' t f ee l l i ke he wo rk i ng as ha rd as Cha r l i e
Hoskins is you know what I 'm saying? Charl ie Hoskins was good he was

concerned more and stuff . You know you don' t hardly see Archie Kinney,

you j us t p robab l y see h im l i ke a t e l ec t i on you know wha t I 'm say ing ,

y o u k n o w. I t h i n k h e h a v e a b i g f r o n t t o m e . H e ' s n o t l i k e C h a r l i e

H o s k i n s . C h a r l i e H o s k i n s w a s m o r e d o w n , a n d h e w o u l d t a k e c a r e o f

t h i n g s , b u t A r c h i e K i n n e y h e ' s n o t t h e m a n f o r i t y o u k n o w w h a t I c m

saying.

Q Do you want to say anything else?
A A m e n .




