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Jackson, Sheryl

How dobs it feel to be back at the plant?

It feels good.

Q What's it been like,*you've been back how long?

I been back since May 5th.

You've been back about a month, you've had two pay checks.

Yea, three pay checks.
Q So why dont we just go for awhile, if you want to refer to ques

tions no big thing, you know. We just met a&o I donv* t know much

about you why don't share a little what you been doing...you've

been la id off .

A Well, I started at Wayne Assembly, in 77. I was looking , I was

married looking for work, I just happened to go out there and was

hiring and they called me a week later, and let's see it was

rough too.
Q Wha t was i t l i ke t he fi r s t week , t he fi r s t day.

A It was terrible, God, They had me using, two big air guns,

putting off some kind of flaps on the bumper, and they put
me on that line and told me I better learn it in three days

o r I w a s fi r e d .

Q That's the word they used.
A Yea, the foreman I had, a white guy, I think he was prejudice.

You know, but after a while I made him like me.. We became

real good friends. And I moved up the line, I got a better

job, you know, using the hoist, i t was nice. In 79, I ...
80 I divorced...my husband...
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Q How long you been married?

A ug, We had been married six years,, I had one. child out that

marriage.

Q She's how old now?

A She's e leven. Af ter that i t was great , I lost weight , I loved
it. I had fr iends. Oh it was unbelievable.

Q After you got divorced.

A Yea, cause he was, I don't, he was mean to me, I don't know

I couldn't have fr iends, i t was l ike I was in prison...We

bought this house together and this car. You know. But I
I e n d e d u p g e t t i n g e v e r y t h i n g , y o u k n o w . s o . . .

p , Q Y o u h a d t o r e b u i l d y o u r l i f e , a f t e r t h a t .
L A Ye a , a n d i t ' s b e e n g r e a t e v e r - s i n c e , I ' v e b e e n a s i n g l e

^ p a r e n t , I ' v e g o t t h r e e k i d s n o w . A n d I e n j o y i t . Y o u k n o w .

Q Gerard is how old? He's sixteen months?

A Eighteen months, My boyfr iend, we don't l ive together.. .

p i w e j u s t . . . y o u k n o w .
Q And you have a third child you said?

A Yea, Uh, Trace she's sixteen years old, her father died,

he committed suicide. We didn't even have a chance to

get married. We was., parents..we was young, I was sixteen

p a n d h e w a s e i g h t e e n , h e w a s t w e n t y - o n e w h e n h e d i e d .
Q You were up north all the time.

ps| A We were here.

Q Born and raised Detroiter?

saq
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A U h - h u h .

Q N o t m a n y, I t ' s o n l y f o l k s t h a t a r e f r o m t h e s o u t h . . .

A Wel l , my mother and fa ther are f rom the South .

Q Wha t pa r t?

A G e o r g i a .

Q What town?

A H a w k i n s v i l l e .

Q W h e r e ' s t h a t ? H o w f a r f r o m A t l a n t a ?

A Uh, I th ink about one hundred and some mi les f rom At lanta .

I t ' s n o t f a r .

Q And wha t k ind o f work d id they do? Bes ides ra i se a fami l y?

A Wel l , my father was a auto worker, when he moved up north, to

D e t r o i t . H e w o r k e d i n a p l a n t . . . u n t i l t h e y l a i d h i m o f f .

So , now he works fo r the c i t y. He works fo r the water board .

My mother, she don' t work. Uh.. . .

Q E x c e p t r a i s e a l l t h e k i d s .

A U h - h u h . R a i s e d a l l t h e k i d s . U h - h u h .

Q T h e y j u s t d o n ' t p a y u s f o r t h a t .

A Y e a . . .

Q You were raised on the West side?

A Y u p , y e a .

Q Where on the West side?

A F i r s t , w e l i v e d o n t h e J e f f r i e s p r o j e c t . T h o s e t a l l b u i l d

ings . . .

Q I ' v e b e e n i n D e t r o i t s i n c e 6 7 ' .
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A So then you know, so then from there we moved to the Hermans

Gardens. I know you know the Herman Gardens. We moved

away from there like, in 69, 68. Then we moved over here
to Wisconsin and Schoolcraft. And that's where we are

s t i l l a t .

Q Your father should be getting ready to retire soon?

A Yea, in about two more years.

Q He'l l get a nice l i t t le pension from the water board.

A He's looking forward to it, he's says he going back down

south to build a house.

Q Do you ever...Do you like the south?

A I love the south. . . I t ravel a l l the t ime down there.

Fly or go on the bus. Miami, Florida, Georgia, and
New York.

Q When you were growing up did you think you would work at a

auto plant?

A Let me see. In a way, I did, cause when I was in junior

high they took us to the plant and I was saying this was
where I wanted to work. I don't know why, you know when

your young. When I was young I wanted always wanted to
be a singer or a seamstress. I l ike to sew, but I st i l l

might, you know get into sewing- Later on, you know, save
me some money and start my own business at home.

Q Do you sew much of the kids clothes?
A Yea, when I have the t ime. But, since I 've been laid off

I've had the time but, you know. . .money...or nothing but



I couldn't do it, but now I got my foot back into the door

I'm gonna try and save some money and start from there so

when they kick me out again I'll have something to fall back

on.

Q You were called back to the plant because of increased

sales of the Broncos'. We're the only plant in the

country that makes the Bronco. What did you...when you got
that ca l l . D id you get a ca l l?

A I got a telegram. I was in New York, when I got it. So my

mother called me and I called Woody from New Jersey to tell

him-I would be in town for my medical.

Q So you had to fly right back.

A Right back. Me and the baby.

Q I'm from Brooklyn, born and raised.

A A r e y o u ?

Q Uh-huh, I was born and raised in Brooklyn.for eighteen years.

There is nothing like New York.

A Oh-wee! There sure isn ' t . The people, I mean. .Oh\

Q What do you like about it?

A Oh. I t 's a twenty- four hour c i ty, you know, you see every

thing, everybody in New York...people sleeping on the street,
the night girls, you know, you... they are something else

up there. Oow! I don't see how they do it.

Q Detroit is like a small town compared to New York.

A Yea. . .Yea. .But I love i t , you know, the c lo thes, on the

streets. You know, when you go shopping, you get for



half price or what ever or they talk you down. Like okay

something is 150.00 only I ' l l give it to you for 100.00
i n s t e a d . Yo u k n o w, s t u f f l i k e t h a t . I t ' s n i c e .

Q Do you have family in New York?

A Wellj New Jersey.

Q That 's a hard h i t town.
A Yea, I see some of those places^ there. And some of the

people l iv ing in some of those burnth out bui ld ings. I t 's terr ib l
Q We have great housing in Detrcit.

A Uh-huh.

Q Just bueatiful homes.
A Yea, and we got some houses that are boarded up that some

people should be living in.

Q Closing down the projects, they are trying to close down

Herman Gardens and all those projects. They trying to push

those people out.

A Where are they going to comeZ

Q I don't think General Motors, or the Rensen people really

care.

A I don ' t th ink they do e i ther.

Q So you got called back, you went to your phsical, and what

was the first day l ike?

A Let me see, I don't really remember, we..uh..had a orientation

l ike I guess.



Q Yea, they got that, that 's new.

A Yea, that was nice, we met all the supervisors, and the

superintends, plant managers all those people were down
there and they introduced themselves. They were all nice,

we had coffee and donuts and they told us, about the plant,

what they were doing . You know... and they read ..they

had pamplets about all the chemicals they use. They read

those to us. They let us ask quest ions and stuff . I t

was nice.

Q How many people did they call back?

A It was 29. And I think 2 people they called back didn't

show up.

Q Did you know any people that they called back. Any old

f r iends?

A I think one girl. That worked at the assembly plant with

me, she was there.

Q You had a day of orientation and then...

A They bought us—okay they bought us af ter the or ientat ion

they showd us movies too. They showed us videos of plants
and chemicals and what to do and what not to do. They took us

down on the line and showed us the work and met the foremans.

Q Put you on the job?
A Uh. . .They put us r ight on the job? I th ink they. . .Yea, they

put us on the job we were supposed to do, and they showed
us what to do. We didn't work,,,we only had a hour...
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^ S o t h e n e x t d a y t h e y p u t u s t o w o r k .
Q Was it hard getting up in the morning to...

SB A No, I was to excited to go to work you know. Yea, but it

was fun, the people was nice, I couldn't believe it. When

I worked at Wayne Assembly, they was mean over there. Oow.

* a i A n d p r e j u d i c e a n d s t u f f .

Q Te l l me a l l abou t i t .

A W e l l ,

Q How did you know they were prejudice?
i A The way t hey l ook a t you , t hey we re mean and ho l l e red a t you

" * a n d s t u f f .

Q They actually called you names and stuff, and say stuff.
A No, they didn't call you names, they just treated you funny.

You know, they look at you all. mean and "What are you doing
L h e r e . " S t u f f l i k e t h a t . B u t a t t h e t r u c k p l a n t t h e y w e r e

P > n i c e , y o u k n o w , s m i l e a t y o u a n d s a y h i ! I t w a s n i c e . E v e r y

body ,- you. know, just like you, you know, you do^.yoiii.never
seen me before. It was nice and one of the general foreman..

_ S h o u l d I m e n t i o n n a m e s . . ?

Q You can mention names, we're not going to use names.
m A Van Smi th o r someth ing- Wel l any way, my fo reman Mr. Masure ,

I think he was sick and he was sick and was taking over the

line for a couple of days. I had been on the job for about

^ a week , you know, t hey we re show ing me wha t t o do and I was
doing a litt le bit here and there. The guy would say take
a break if you want. Just watch me. So I was sitting down'

..
and he was gonna come by, youought to be getting up to learn

job, it's gonna be your; job next week, you know.



Okay, so the next week comes, okay, I.'Knr doing the job the
best I could do, you know, I st i l l had a l i t t le help, you

know, so one day they going to take my away, and I still
didn't know my job that good, I would still get in the hole,

and it's hard getting out of the hole, what happened um?

Any way he come down there and a couple of other foreman
and guys come aroung my job, watching me and stuff. And

he was fussin and saying she don't need no help, she

been on that job long enough. Wd.1, I say last week all I

was doing was building stock and you know...fussing at me...

I was mad and I wanted to cuss him and stuff.

Q He 's loud too . He 's loud. He doesn ' t . .

A Everybody looking at and me and I'm just trying to

the job Steady in the hole, Steady in the hole. One

of the other superintend, I don't know his name, he

was real nice to me, He come down and watch me and pat me

on the back, he say How you coming along, how you doing?

He was real nice. The other day he came down and he

just happen to be watching me and I looked up and he say
I 'm proud of you. I l i ke that .

Q Are you able to handle the job?
A Uh-Huh

Q Tell me exactly what you do on the job.

A I got a door latch and four rods and four l i t t le c l ips

and I got to put each clip on and four rods, and pick up

my gun, pick up some screws and put in that rod, put the gun
down and pick up another little piece and hook it up to the
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wi re . And I go t these l i t t le th ings tha t they got

on the door to hold the door to hold the door open and

they are real heavy. I got to grab one off the truck
and one off the door and throw them urn over to this

crate. And go back and build up another rod. You know,

start over, I guess

Q So i t ' s pret ty s teady, I guess.
A Uh-huh, Keeps me moving, uh-huh, all the time. I can't

even scratch my head.

Q Do you have time for a cigarette?

A No! No t ime for a cigarette, shoot! :The only t ime I get

time for a cigarette is if someone is walking by and I

say l ight me a cigarette and they' l l st ick i t in my
mouth. And I smoke it while I'm working, you know, inhale

whi le the c igaret te is st i l l in mymouth and blowing i t

out . I :don ' t have t ime for noth in. And the dr ink ing

facet is on the other side, yoou know, I have to ask

someone, I have a cup, to bring it to me. I don't have

t ime, unless the l ine is stopped. Then I can, I got i t 's
to where I can run over there get's a drink and run

back.

Q I couldn't do the job, they tr ied to train me on the

job, and I couldn' t do i t . And wi th my senior i ty I just ;
wasn't going to go through that week and a half that

you had to go through, and also just coming back to
work wi l l ing to g ive that ext ra, ext ra out-put that
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I was't, and I knew they would find me a job, that

I was't going to do. I t 's a greasy job, your hands, I

mean, it goes right through the gloves every two hours.
A And the stuff would sl ip,you know, your gun, I don't

like how they got the gun, I take the gun and I have

to take it up to where I keep the screws at and it's

the long cord, you know the hose, and I trip over it,

you know, sometimes the gun falls down with the screw
in i t and I already got my stuff in my hands. I got to

pick it up and put the gun between my legs and try to

put the screw in with my hands, al l this l i t t le kind

of mess.

Q Is that all you have to do?

A Yeah.

Q So you working on the job now, i t 's st i l l pretty

h e c t i c , s t i l l . ; . - -
A I t 's pret ty hect ic, but I ,you know, I do the best I can,

keep up wi th a l i t t le b i t , guys wi l l be ta lk ing to

you and making the day go by.

Q What do you talk about?

A Some everything, you know, sex mostly, that's all they

know. They always talking about what they can do...

Q The guys ta lk to you about i t?
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A Yeah, uh-huh. They talk about their famil ies, you know,

what they gonna do on their vacation, stuff l ike that.

T h a t ' s a l l .

Q What are you gonna do with your two weeks off? It's the

fi r s t t i m e i n . . .

A I don ' t know,

Q How many years you've been laid off here?

A Let:me see, 3^, 4 years.

Q So two weeks vacation pay is nice.

A I didn't know if we was getting that or not, cuz we was

just get t ing back.

Q Yeah, you guys get off and you get unemployment or sub

pay. When you get vacation pay, you get your seniority,

r i g h t .
A Yeah .

Q So you get vacation, you probably get one weeks vacation pay

and one week unemployment.

A R e a l l y ?

Q Yeah.

A Even th is hol iday, th is past? We get paid for i t?

Q Sure do, sure do. I 'm pretty sure, yeah.

A I meant to ask my commitee man.

Q Yeah, you get paid for i t .

A I thought you had to work certain amount of months?

Q I don't know, unless they changed it in the contract.
I don't know, I don't think so.
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Q So, are there any people you know from before?

A Uh-huh, yup.

Q So you have lunch with them or...

A Not real ly, I just keep most ly to mysel f . I met one of

the girls there named BJ. A black girl there. Sometimes

I sit and eat lunch with her and gab, you know. I just

mostly be by myself.

Q And you drive to work by yourself and come home.

A Uh-huh, uh-huh.

Q What ah...The change..I mean..What did you think.. What

happen after you got laid off?
A Let me see, I was hurt. Really, I mean the 'way they laid

me off. Here, your pink sl ip and just get out, we don't

need you no more. That's exactly how it was, they weren't

nice about it or nothing. You know, I had paid my car off

you know, I wasn't worried cuz I know I had ADC to fall
back on. You know. And I collected my unemployment and

m y s u b f o r a y e a r . . . .

Q Your unemployment and sub?
A Uh-huh.

Q So how much were you taking home for the first?

A What you mean? My sub?

Q Yeah. How much is.. What did that add up to?
A I don' t real ly remember. I don' t remember.

Q It was 85% of the pay. So it must have been about $250.00?
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A Yeah, every two weeks.

Q And then you had to go on ADC? And how much did you take

home a month on ADC?

A It was peanuts. ADC, let me see, every two weeks all to-

tether it was $230. or something.

Q Every two weeks?
A Yeah, I had to pay my house note out of the that, and gas

and l ights.

Q Gas too?
A Uh-huh, and like altogether I was getting $500.00, a month.

Q Raising, three children:,, gas

A Food stamps I was getting, like a hundred and nine..it was

rough.
Q How did you make it?

A I t was rough, th ings were t igh t . I made. .okay, l i ke las t

year in June, I met this lady, she has a like a business,
a cleaning service. And I got in with her making like 25.00

dollars a day with jobs. Sometimes, I work 3 days, 2 days, 5

-days, what ever. And that kind of helped me out alot. And
that was just last year. My boyfriend helped, my mother

and father helped, you know, they buy groceries and stuff.

Q So everbody pitched in?
A Uh-huh.

Q Did you ever think you'd get called back?
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Q Did you think, you'd just be on ADC for the next ten
pi

years?
A Yup. Cause I was st i l l look ing for jobs. I was tak ing the

pos t . o f fice t es t , I t ook t ha t tw i ce . I t ook t es t f o r a
* i c o r r e c t i o n o f fi c e r s t w i c e , b u t t h e y n e v e r c a l l e d m e , y o u

know, so I didntt know...
I Q H o w d o y o u . . N o w y o u t o o k h o m e , l a s t w e e k , p r o b a b l y, f o u r

hundred dollars?
L A L a s t w e e k , I t o o k h o m e $ 4 5 2 . 0 0 , c a u s e t h e y t o o k o u t

P u n i o n d u e s , t h i s w e e k I t o o k o u t , I t o o k h o m e $ 4 8 9 . 0 0

Q So that's equal to what you took home per month.

I A U h - h u h .

p Q W h a t d i d y o u d o w i t h y o u r fi r s t p a y c h e c k ? I f I g e t t o
personal, you just tell me to shut up.

P A O k a y , I . . W h a t ' d I ' d d o w i t h m y p a y c h e c k ? I p a i d b i l l s .

Cause, you know, ADC cut me off, so I had to take over my
pi

own bills now. So I had to pay my light, which was $161.00

p i I p a i d t h a t a n d I g o t m y b r o t h e r c a r , I ' m h e l p i n g h i m w i t h

that, so I gave him a hundred dollars and the rest on
pi

groceries, so I really did't have no money to nothin with and

my last check, last week, what 'd I do? I don't know...
I t went so fas t . . .

m Q H o w d o y o u f e e l , n o w t h a t y o u r w o r k i n g ?

A I feel l ike a human being again. I 'm in the work force, I

feel l ike I 'm in a league,, a big league. Big people.
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I f e e l d i f f e r e n t .

Q You feel l ike when you are walking in the street you feel
d i f f e r e n t ?

A Yeah I can take care of my own. I don't have to depend on

ADC or nothing.

Q What do you think, I don't know folks in the plant say

different things to me, being a white male they tell me things

than they would say to you, but you know everybody, particularly

whites, even black guys in the plant don't have much respect
for folks who have been on ADC.

A They don' t . They figure al l you want to do is s i t around and

wait on that check every two weeks. That's not true. Maybe

some women do that, but not me. I ain't like that. You know,

true enough I was waiting on it because I needed it. I ain't

l ike that you know because they aren't giving you nothing. I

felt what I was getting I had put in already from the years

that I was working because they take out what?...a hundred and

some dol lars in federal , r ight? So I figured I just get out

what I worked for anyway. You know so now I am back to work

and i can help somebody. They take them, taxes out and some

body need it they can use it.
Q So you don't feel bad that you have to pay a lot of taxes?
A No. There are peop le out there tha t need i t . I fee l good.

I can walk around with my head up high which I always did

anyway you know. I never you know went down or was really

depressed. I wasn't really depressed. In a way when I got
laid off I was glad too because I wanted the time off to be

with my kids because I was working afternoons see. Now I am

working days and I like that better. I can come home and be
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with my kids at night. See they be in school during the day

and he be at the babysitter's. When I'm at home it is like

I wasn't even away.

Q How many hours were you working when you were working after
noons?

A Te n . Te n h o u r s .

Q He is a real mover, seventeen-eighteen months here? Yes sir.

Being back in the plant now knowing that it is probably tem

porary how long do you think you will be working and how are

you going to prepare if you can prepare? Is i t possible to

prepare for when you get laid off again?
A No. I don ' t l i ke the idea tha t we might jus t be work ing un t i l

Christmas. I am going to try and save a little money you know.

You know I just got to roll with the punches what can I do.

I can't make them people make me stay there.

Q Do you get angry with so many folks working ten hours and some

people are laid off? Did you when you weren't working?
A Yeah. I sure did. Because you guys have been on ten hours for.

Q F o r e v e r .
A Yeah because I've been laid off you know and that is a long time

and that is a lot of work for one person. Why not split it

up and let somebody else get some of that money you know. Eight
hours is enough.

Q Do you want them to do that now?
A Yeah. I 'm not greedy. You know just as long as I got a job.

Q G r e a t .
A There are a lot of people out there that wants work too. They

don't l ike sitt ing around their houses and they have family,

they got kids you know.
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Q I ag ree w i t h you . I ' d t r y t o ra i se a l o t o f t imes tha t f o l ks
should be working eight hours. Guys volunteer for overtime,

ten hours now, they are working eleven the guys in the gar

age and stuff.

A What kind of l i fe is that? I mean you don't have t ime to do

nothing. You are tired when you come home and you know share
some of 1hat work. Let everybody have some of the goodies.

Q One of the reasons that we all work the ten hours rather than

having the work shared is the union has taken the position
now not to fight over that issue anymore. Were you ever active

with the union when you came in or attend any union activities?

A N o .

Q What about church? Are you a church going person?
A Uh yeah, sometimes but since I have been laid off I really

haven1t been going because ray clothes, I like to go to church

looking nice like everybody else do you know and my car it is
not running, but I got my brother's car now. I am going to

start going back. My mother go every Sunday.

Every Sunday? What church does she go to?
She goes to Hamlet Temples, it is a Methodist church over by

her house. You know because she can walk there so she goes.

Is that the church you went to when you were little?

Well when I was living over there yeah I went there with her.

When we was little we went to the church over there by the

Jeff r ies Pro jects. I forgot the name of i t . She goes every

Sunday. There is a church down the street here and I am go

ing to start going there because it is closer to the house and
so like if my car ainft running I won't have an excuse not to

go.
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What has been the hardest thing about being a single parent?

I don't know. Raising kids without a father I guess.

How has that been hard for you? What you were telling me

before it sounds a litt le easier because you felt much better

about yourself after you got and went through that tough

per iod.
A I th ink the k ids wou ld l i ke to have a fa ther a round. I don ' t

know. I never really gave it too much thought to tell you

the t ru th . Rea l l y i t i s someth ing I don ' t m iss . I th ink the

kids want a father, a man, you know someone to take them places

and do this like a lot of places I won't go because a man isn't

with us you know.

Q W h a t k i n d ?
A L ike fish ing you know, camping out and s tu ff l i ke that . They

like to do that, but I haven't done that since you know. Other

than that i t is great. I don't care what nobody is saying.

Q Being a Detroiter you have seen some fantastic changes in the

city, when you come up the auto industry was sort of well any

body who had an auto plant job had a nice job, they haddgood
families, not that everybody stayed together, husband and wife

but I mean you know the house was able to be kept up. I mean

I in te rv iewed a . . . .

A Cars, campers you know stuff like that and we are called what

blue collar workers so that is second-middle class right? Mid

dle class. And that is what I was until they kicked me out

the door.

Q Why do you think that happened? Why did they kick you out?
A I don ' t know. I know I was lowes t sen io r i t y.

Q I d o n ' t m e a n t h a t .
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A I r e a l l y d o n ' t k n o w .

Q You don't. There have been over 200,000 jobs lost in our

area, in our Metropoli tan area, 200,000 production jobs. Not
all auto industry jobs, but a lot related and they have been

replaced by Burger King jobs and McDonald jobs and security

jobs. I mean half of the people walking around withra secur

ity jacket used to be auto factory workers making good wages
and now they make 1/5. One of the reasons I wanted to write

the book is that I think that the auto industry and cit ies

like Detroit are more now like the vanishing farm from the

south in sort of a vanishing way of life. When you look at

your three children, the youngest one is 16-1? months what
kind of work can they get?when they grow up living in the city?

What do you think will happen?

A I was talking about that with my daughter today, you know, she

wasL-talking about the cars and how they are suppose to be fly

ing and a l l that k ind of s tuff . I sa id that is probably what
he'll be driving when he gets up in age you know.

Q H0w is he going to afford it? What kind of job is he going to
have?

A I know. Even them you know what are they going to do? You

know she is getting ready to graduate in two years and what

k ind o f j ob . . .

Q She goesrfco high school?
A She is going to junior h igh. What k ind of job are they going

to have because computers is taking over and the robots are

taking over now and I was off for H years and I can't find
a job so what are they going to do?

Q I agree. So what do you think they wil l do? What do you
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A I don't know. They will probably end up on ADC you know, having
|P|
[ babies, trying to find a husband to take care of them or some-
- thing you know unless they be smart and start a business of
[ their own or get lucky in some kind of way.
'* Q Do you think there is anything you can do to help them?

A Not really because I don't have the money. If I had the money

[ I would let them go to college you know or if I could get my
m business started like that and they could help me with that—
1 sewing you know, but other than that all I can see them doing

P. is going out here in these restaurants working.
Q Do you think that is the American dream? What happened to the

j A m e r i c a n d r e a m ?
« A What happened to it? President Reagan take it away.
^ Q I h e a r y o u .

P A Yeah, because when he got in office I think that is when every
thing started messing up.

[ Q You got laid off when?
a m "■ 1 ^ 1 9 7 7 •
^ Q He got elected in 198O.

P A Yeah that's when I got laid off in '80.. .February. They started
closing up all these plants.

IS}

Q So you donjt think too highly of Ronnie Reagan?
— A I don't know if it is his fault or what, but no I don't. He

is mean. He is like another, what's the name, Dan Smith or
P whatever. He is like one of him you know. He smile and ^every

thing on TV, but you know he is probably mean.
PI

Q What do you think of Governor Blanchard?
^ A I think he is nice. He seems to be a pretty good guy. He is
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all for Michigan. And Coleman...I don't know I guess he is

okay too. He is all for Michigan and Detroit you know, trying
to fix i t up and everything.

Q Do you think he is succeeding?
A Well yeah as far as downtown is.

Q Who lives downtown?
A Yeah al l of them, but what about out here. He is not doing

nothing out here. He l ivses out in the suburbs. He l ivesrnice
out there. I don't know how they do it.

Q You mean the people in the Suburbs?
A Y e a h .

Q Heh there is different suburbs. Did you ever go to River Rouge?
A Y e a h , a l o t .

Q There are poor whites in River Rouge and they don't have dif
ferent problems than Herman Gardens. A l i t t le difference, but

the suburb is out near the plant. . .a di fferent bal lgame. They

are st i l l work ing in the auto p lants. You are r ight . Do you

have any ideas how you would make it better?

A How I could make i t bet ter?

Q Yeah, if you had the power to do something about this situation

what would you do?

A I don't know. You know I used to think about that and I wou^d

be free-hearted with the money. I don't know, maybe, I don't

know, I would just give everybody a certain amount of money
and go for yourself. I would fix up these houses. You know

I would get a certain group of people, not a certain group, but

I would take a group at a time and maybe condition them and train

them, how to take care of their houses and homes...put them in

a home and give them a certain amount of money. I would you
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know. For everybody if it was in my power to do that. In

stead of like saving and banking it because I believe in God

and Jesus Christ and the resurrection and all that and a lot
of people say this is i t , this is only one l i fe, you know,

do the best you can. I bel ieve that too, I don't know. While

I'm here I would really help people out.

Q How old are you?
A 3 3 , I fl l b e 3 ^ i n J u n e .

Q So in 1967t that was almost twenty years ago, you were thir
teen or twelve.

A I was working, I was babysitting, I was making money and buy

ing my own clothes. I was an independent child, always. Yep.
What do you remember the most that sort of makes you smile or

sad when you think about growing up in the Jeffires?

It was rough over there.

It was tough in the f60s?

Yeah it was tough, everybody was mean and fighting. You know

bullies. Yeah it was rough. We was on welfare and you know

my momma filed on welfare. We would go to the store and steal

candy.
Q Yeah we a l l d i d t ha t .
A Yeah steal candy and stuff because we didn't have no money.

The parents they had money, but they couldn't give it to us I

guess. I don't know. Try to keep food in the house. We al

ways had food.

Q Always had food.
A Yeah and clothes. We used to get them welfare boxes at Christ

mas and you know that kind of stuff. I feel the only way to

survive in this world is you have to be strong. You just have
to keep going. I mean you know things get tight now, but don't



give up. I think about this guy who committed suicide. Why
did he give up. I mean it wasn't that bad. I mean we were

having our l i t t le problems, but st i l l there is a lways a

brighter day. The sun is always going to shine the next day.

Q How d id you get that va lue?
A Who me?L

Q Where did it come from?
A Me? I t i s j u s t i n my hea r t .

Q Where did it come from? Who gave it to you?
A The Father in heaven. He had to. He had to put i t there.

Q Do your brothers : and sisters have the same view?
A Y e a h .

Q How many are there?
A I go t a l i t t l e s i s t e r Rose , t ha t i s he r p i c t u re up t he re . She

is in the Air Force. She left and went to Texas. I got a

brother, Michael , he is what th i r ty- two. I got a brother,

Thomas, he is thirty and he is working at Chrysler.

Q How many years does he have in Chrysler?
A He go t abou t t h i r t een?

Q Is he at Jefferson Assembly?

A Uh uh. He was, but he is at there in Ster l ing Heights. He

was laid off for a long time too and it was rough for him.

About him being a man, but he had got some kind of job through

social service. They had gave him something. He worked about

six months and he got called at Chryslers.fpi

i

Q So he is in a new plant? A friend of mine just became the
local pres ident there.

A Ye a h .

Q Yeah. Un ion p res iden t . So there i s th ree p lus you , r igh t?
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A And we are a l l work ing .

Q And you are all working now? The two of you went through
the hard times.

A Y e a h .

Q What is the difference between Chriatmas when you were working

and Christmas when you aren't working?

A It was sad you know because I couldn't get my kids what they

wanted.

Q What did they want?
A Clothes, rad ios and s tuff . But Chr is tmas just passed and I

still wasn't working and I had a lot of people help me out.

You know, grandparents and stuff. They really helped out.

Q Why were they able to help out this year and the year before

they weren't able to? Are they working more?
A I don ' t know. Wel l I had met more peop le . I met th is g i r l

and she was working at Chrysler and she was nice and she

really had helped out. My boyfiiend he helped out. 'He

bought hams and turkeys and stuff like that.
What does your boyfriend do?

He works at the assembly plant next door.

So he has been working steady?

Yeah he has been there for what twenty some yeirs.

So he is looking to the retirement place.

Uh huh, yep.

Do you, it is one thing and I agree that you have to be strong

and think about brighter days, but who do you get angry at

when they slap you with a pi*k slip? who are the people

who are tough and rough in the Jeffries? who do you express

your anger towards? Who do you think is responsible? Why does
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it happen?

A I don' t know. Al l I know is the people up there in Washington

and in the pentagon and all that you know.

Q Have ;you ever been involved in trying to change the budgets
from spending all the money on the. pentagon or do you stay

away from polit ics?
A N o I d o n ' t g e t i n t o t h a t .

Q Did the civi l r ights movement in Martin King's march in 1963

you were only ten then, do you remember your folks talking

about that at all. The rebell ing in I967 don't you remember

that?,

A No. I only remember the r iot that we had. I remember that a

l i t t l e b i t .

Q 1 9 6 7 .
A U h h u h . I n e v e r r e a l l y g o t i n t o t h a t . I d o n ' t l i k e . w a r. I

don ' t l i ke peop le hu r t i ng . I don ' t l i ke none o f tha t . I read

my bible. That helps me a lot and al l of this stuff that is

going on in this world is suppose to happen. You know it is
in the b ib le .

Q I t i s i n r e v e l a t i o n s .
A The world is coming to an end you know.

Q Yeah, but does it have to be so hard on you when it is coming

to an end?

A That's why I say you have to be strong. You know you have to

have faith and listen to God's word. He wil l pull you through.

You know He will pull you through it and I believe that.

Q Are a l l your bro thers and s is ters be l ievers to?
A Yeah t hey a re be l i eve rs .

Q Do you worry about your sister being in the Air Force?
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A Yes because she was just in Green Commons.

Q She was in Green Commons in England with the Pershing and

my wife went to demonstrate against the U.S. missiles there
a few years ago. She was in England when the planes left

for Libya?

A Yeah she was there. That is why we were worried about her.

You know she got home just in time. She got home April 10th

you know and we was praying she would get home one of them

planes with a bomb on it.

Q S h e i s a fl i e r ? S h e fl i e s ?
A Yes she fl ies . She is in the A i r Force though so she fl ies

everywhere. This last pass she brought a car home and she
drove down to Texas. That is where she is stationed at now

in Abi leen.

Q You were saying you thought were more friendly in the truck

plant more than the car plant?
A Yes much f r iend l ie r to me.

Q Do you thoughts as to why they are? The black and whites

f r iend l ier or the whi te 's more f r iend l ier or the b lack 's

more f r iend l ie r.

A E v e r y b o d y i s f r i e n d l y, j u s t l i k e o n e b i g h a p p y f a m i l y. I ' l l

tell you everybody talks to everybody, play with everybody

you know. At the assembly plant it seems like they put
their nose up at you and you better not say nothing to me

bi tch I ' l l k ick your ass and al l of th is k ind of s tuff you

know. Don't look at that man because I am looking at him.

Q Lot o<f compet i t ion .
A Yeah i t was a t r i p . I ha ted tha t p lace . I was k ind o f g lad

to get laid off when I did you know.

I t i s n i c e t o g e t l a i d o f f f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e . T h a t i sQ
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everybody's dream. Lay me off for about six months then

give me my job back. That is everybody's dream. When my
fr iends were gett ing laid off at Chrysler I said I wish I

had hired in at Chrysler except when they lost their jobs

then you learn. What are you going to do today after this

interv iew?

A Go buy my baby some shoes, my son, he needs some shoes. I

can't do nothing else for the rest of the kids you know

because I got house payments.

Q I t i s tha t t ime o f the month?
A Yeah and I got to pay that now.

Q H°w much is your house now?
A $257 a month .

Q Where are you going to get the shoes, in a shopping mall?
A I ' l l probably go out to Sears in L incoln Park. We are not

allowed in Dearborn I understand so I don't go out there.

Q So you support the boycott of Dearborn?
A I guess. I ' l l go a long wi th everybody e lse you know.

Q Why do you say you will go along with everybody else?
A I don't want to go out there and you know, I don't know.

Q Say a l i t t le more. What do you th ink?
A Well i f they don't want us out there why should I go out

there.

Q If Reverend Holly said we were having a march to Dearborn
would you go?

A No I wou ldn ' t go . I wou ld jus t s tay away. Le t every th ing

get straightened out. That is how I am you know. I 'm l ike
that. I see somebody out there fighting I'm not going out

there to see. I am going to stand away. I don't l ike
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fi g h t s .

Q How is the cr ime over on this. . . I have a fr iend r ight over on

Hubbell, right a few streets up...Mydess she has got twins.

I don't know if you know her*
A I d o r / t i k n o w . B l a c k ?

Q Mydess Erving yeah. Black woman.
A I t h i nk she knows he r.

Q Do you know the twin gir ls?
A Me.. .no. Does she go to my school .

Q I don't know which junior high they go to.

A What are those two twins who live on Hubbell that you used to

go vis i t a l l the t ime, those two twin gir ls?

Q They a re good f r iends .

A I t 's not much cr ime in th is neighborhood to me. I haven' t heard

anyth ing.

Q You don't have to extremely worry?

A No. I think they have a halfway house over here in this area

you know because you see some strange people walking around.

Q S t r a n g e .

A Strange guys you know.

Retarded?

They look weird.
Retarded?

Not retarded, just like they might have been in prison.

Oh a prison halfway house, I see.

You know like that.

Does that concern you?

Yeah because we got kids, you know, there is so much sex

abuse and stuff going around. Rapes and stuff. This world
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is crazy. That guy on the news, I was kind of asleep, he killed

his mother. The twin women...he kil led his mother.

Q For the insurance money or something.
A I don't know, they gave him $7,000 and he wanted more money.

He killed them and he lived down south and come all this way

to k i l l them.

Q I saw that. I don't know what you thought about i t , but any
time there is a murder in Detroit because population is 60%

black, the crime on crime, black on black crime, and today
the two pictures of the white women being killed and here it

is you know and the newspaper...

A I t h i nk wh i t e ' s k i l l j u s t as much as b l acks rea l l y. B l acks

don ' t rea l l y k i l l t he i r own fam i l y.

Q Only in fits of anger. When somebody picks up a gun and
shoots . • •

A Maybe a husband.

Q Ye a h t h a t k i n d o f s t u f f .

A T h i n g s l i k e t h a t . A n d k i l l t h e k i d s t o o .

Q In anger but not in planned murder.
A Yeah that i i s a t r ip . I know my own marr iage. . .marr ied peop le . . .

some marriages are good and some ain't, but you can be with a

person for so long and love him and then end up hating him.

Q I just came from an interview with one of the relief men on

your l ine, not your rel ief man, but Jerry. He is a real nice

guy. This is h is th i rd marr iage. I ' l l ask you the same

ques t i on . . .

Marriage... to be more selective.
More selective.

Be more careful. Take a lot of time to get to know that
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person.

Being a l i t t le o lder you sort of learn that .

Yeah.

We are about the same age.

I don't think I would get married again.

No?

I like my freedom too much.

Even though it might be a t icket to economic security? I*

is not worth i t?

Uh uh, I thought about that too.

Q I t i s n o t w o r t h i t ?
A Because I had security when I was with my husband. We had

everything. We had a business. We had a fish market and we
had a record shop and we was working at Ford's together. We

had good money. His mother is wealthy you know. We was going

to sell this house and move out in Southfield. Get us a big

trai ler home you know and travel the world with i t . I t wasn't

w o r t h i t .

Q Steve was a Ford worker too? Is he st i l l working at Ford's?
A No he left and went to Alabama and he is mostly a construction

worker.

But i t is not worth i t?

No.

So you raise your daughter's not to chase the false security?

True.

That is a helluva lesson.

But you can't tell them. They are boy crazy and all that kind

of s tu f f so , bu t I s t i l l ta lk to them.

That is all that you can do. That is a heck of a lesson es-
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pecially now a days where the movie star and the pimp and the
basketball player or the golf player or the tennis player which

ever culture you are in is the hero you know, is not the up

standing member in the community who is respected. It is

tough on the kids.
A Yeah i t i s . I 'm g lad I su rv ived tha t mar r iage and I lea rned

a lot from it, but I don't want nobody to go through what I

went through. . .never.

Q Do you think they listen when you talk to them? You have two

daughters l i s ten ing age, l i t t l e lad ies a l ready.
A They l isten. They . l ived with me so they saw. They saw every

t h i n g .

Q If and more than l ikely you won't be working in the truck

plant in January. ..if you make it through January next year
at . this t ime, probably not. You are real ly sort of l ike a

symbol of the less seniority employee who does this in and out
of the work force of making a decent wage. How many years

will you have? You will have what seven years, you get all

of your seniority so you will have eight years, right, when

your finished a year from now?
A I am going to have more than that.

Q '77 to '87 , ten years , a lmost ten years . I wou ld be n ice i f ' "

they would lay off until you got your ten years in.
A But they are not go ing to do that .

Q No. Unless they make a mistake.
A Yeah wou ldn ' t t ha t be n i ce .

Q For ten years you get a l i t t le something when you are finished.
When you look at the plant, having been away from one plant

and coming back, is there more drinking in the plant or?
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A I t h i n k i t i s a b o u t t h e s a m e .

Q Not much change?
A Yeah, not much change. All the guys that I met l ike on my

line, a lot of guys.. .Chuck.. .he come in there smelling like
a beer brewery. They always go outside for lunch and drink

beer, you know, liquor and some of the guys...some of the
maintarience 'guys they carry liquor in their pockets.

Q Is that how it was in the assembly plant?
A Yes, the same way you know.

Q The difference between then and now is then people drink Cor-
vasier andnnow they are back to beer.

A Yeah and vodka. I don ' t know how they dr ink that s tuff . . .

and come out working. I drink, but I don't drink going to

work. I wait until I get out you know. Come home and get

drunk. I haven't seen no drugs or nothing around there.

Q I t i s l i g h t . I t s e e m s r e a l l i g h t .
A T h a t i s g o o d .

Q So if you let your mind wander and you dream little and you
are going to lose this job and you are going to try and save

what you can and make the next l|-2 years at least better than,

and they won't let you on ADC if you have any savings.

A They don't have t'o know what I got.

Q I s e e .
A I w o n ' t p u t i t i n t h e b a n k . I ' l l j u s t h o l d i t h e r e .

Q H ide ix t under the mat ress .
A Y e s .

Q Don't tell anybody because somebody will come and take the

matress. How are you doing?

A F i n e .
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Q Good. Is i t nice having your mother working again?
A Y e s .

Q What do you l ike the best?
A T h e m o n e y.

Q Yes , i t g i ves a l i t t l e ex t ra to do th ings w i th huh?

A Yes. Knowing they are going to lay me off we want to get us

a VCR you know and a stereo because I had a stereo but they

broke in my house when I was working and took it. So we want

to get another one of those so we can have at least something

to do while I am laid off. Some entertainment because when I

was laid off we didn't go to a show that much because I never

had the money to go, unless my friend come and take me or some

th ing l i ke t ha t . I don ' t know, I ' l l make i t r ega rd less . As

long as I can keep my house you know, a roof over our heads
and food in our re f r igerator we ' l l be a l l r ight .

Q And love the fami ly. So i t i s p re t ty hard to th ink about ten

years from now?
A Yeah i t i s . I don ' t even look tha t fa r ahead because I ' l l be

4-5 or somewhere in -there.

Q Would you like' to l ive in the south? Do you ever think about

going to the south?
A Uh uh. I was born and raised here, so I am going to stay here.

My friend is here so I am going to stay here him.

Q Are some of the folks that you grew up with or people that you

might see over the years are they working or gone through the
ups and downs that you have gone through.

A Yeah I got a g i r l f r iend who is work ing at Ford 's out in Ster l ing

Heights and they never called her back.

Q They never called her back so what is she doing?
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A She is doing the same kind of work that I was doing, you

know, cleaning service. Go and clean up people's houses
and s tu f f .

Q Whose houses did you clean up?
A Rich white folks, Jews out there in Birmingham and Bloomfield

Hil ls. I t is beauti ful. You should see some (i f them houses.

You probably got a nice house too.

Q I l i ve over on L iverno is and E ight Mi le .
A Do you? I know the area .

Q N ice houses . I 'm Jew ish t oo .

A Are you? They are n ice people. Jews they are n ice. They

give you stuff . Give you money. They were real nice. I
s a i d I a m g o i n g t o m i s s g o i n g t o w o r k f o r t h o s e p e o p l e b e - A

cause they were real nice.

Q O n e o f t h e r e a s o n s I a m w r i t i n g t h e b o o k i s m y f a t h e r d i e d q
when he was 57 and so I was about 20 years old and when my ^

s o n w a s b o r n , m y fi r s t c h i l d , a n d I s o r t o f s a i d t o m y s e l f q

I said I wanted to remember more than just the hard working.
A Your father was a factory worker?

Q He owned a small hand laundry and then had to give that up
when they raised the rent and he didn't make much money. M;

mom was a school teacher and they gave me .the chance to go A

co l l ege . I wen t t o schoo l i n Ann A f t bo r and go t r ea l i n vo l v q
in the civi l r ights movement. I have been real involved h

p o l i t i c s a n d I w o r k w i t h a g r o u p c a l l e d t h e D e t r o i t e r ' s f o A

D i g n i t y.
A D o y o u k n o w a g r o u p c a l l e d Y o u n g S o c i a l i s t s ? j

Q I know some of those folks, yeah.
A My daughter was kind of into that, but I didn't care abou.
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that too much because they would have to go on the streets

and go door to door and march and give pampHlets and march

and I didn' t want her into al l that.

Q It is a way to express of being concerned and care and then
have dreams. Have dreams that you can make it better.

A Yeah, but how can you fight the government. I mean they

wanted to move the government out and start a new govern

ment.

Q And Martin Luther King wanted to start a new government that
we could a l l be proud of . I t is d i f ferent . I am not say ing

it is the same thing.

A Wall he just wanted rights for the people you know.

Q I understand. Yeah now there was a di fference. I mean in
I th ink involvement.

A Look what happened to him too. He is dead. It is the same

thing with Jesus Christ.

Q I am not Christian because I was raised Jewish.
A Jesus Chr ist was a Jew.

Q Right and if it wasn't for people doing what Jesus did or MaE-
tin Luther King we would be, you would have never been called

back to the plant unless they were going to pay you $3 an hour,

We wouldn't have people build the unions and build the civil

rights movement you know.
A T h a t i s t r u e .

Q So while you might not agree with what the young socialists

po in t o f v i ew. . .
A I t i s no t t ha t I d i dn ' t ag ree I j us t cou ldn ' t see myse l f ge t

involved and let t ing my kids get t ing involved in that . That

is a lot of hard work.
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Q A lot of hard work, but not to be involved and not to have

dreams, this is not my interview so I don't want...but I
would love to talk to you about it. So one of the reasons

I wanted to write the book was it was a way I think for me

to give the respect to the people I worked with. In a fun

ny way respect to my father too who worked real hard. He
worked six days a week. When I was coming up in the 50's and

60's where if look if you were getting a job in the auto

plants here in the 60's you went from job to job with no

problems. It is a different ball game than now you know.

I've just learned so much from people you know. I am inter

viewing you , but I am learning. I hope that when the book
is written other people can pick up the book and say these

are human beings that deserve a better shake and we better

look at what we are doing in our country. I mean I am not

wr i t ing a pol i t ica l heavy book, but I th ink through te l l ing
the story and your story is one of many that it is just un

fair, unjust , wrong that in the wealthiest country in the
world you have to think,that you won't be having a secure

life. To me life ean be secure. We have to be strong and

make it secure, but when there is other people building

Renaissance buildings downtown and we are building robots

in the plant rather than you working, there is something

funky about it you know. There is no reason the smile
your daughter gave when she said you are glad you are working
shouldn't be on her face all the time and that is what this
book is sort of in a round about way about you know and some

times our own views are own worse enemies, our own beliefs,

our own greed which some guys that I interviewed they could



38
beans about your daughter.

A I k n o w . Y e p .

Q So that is sort of why I am trying to figure out how to put

together something that expresses all these different'ways
of viewing things. What do you think an auto plant and had

been in and out would look like in ten years?

A Well there won'! be too many people walking around. There

wil l be a lot of robots. I t is just a place where a few

people will go in and push a few buttons. Yes, that is what
I think. There wil l be a few inspectors you know l ike that.

I don't know. Okay like that job I did, no robot can do

t h a t .

Q N o ?
A Uh uh. Putt ing on rods and cl ips and stuff for the door latches,

Q Maybe they can pay somebody in Tawian 300 an hour or two to

put all the latches on the doors and then ship the doors.
Who knows.

A They say th is is the devi l 's wor ld and the L0rd said that .

Q Who is the biggest devi l around?
A Who is the b igges t dev i l? I don ' t know. I j us t know there

is a devil . He is in our hearts and the people just l ike

God is in our hearts you know. He is in the air you know.

Q What do you think is the best thing that you got from your

parents? What was the best advice? I don't mean a thing like
a VCR? What was the best advice you got from them?

A The-bes t adv ice , I don ' t know.

Q One of the best advice, I won't hold you to i t .

A My parents, I don't know, we didn't talk too much. You know
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they is from the south and they didn't really talk too much.
When I was growing up they would tell me to watch my friends,

you know, the friends I hung around with. That is about all.
What about what advice do you want to give your children?

If you were going to leave a letter for them what would you

tell them, by your actions? Sometimes things are done in

words they are done by actions.

I would just tell them never to give up. Just keep on search

ing for their dreams. Whatever is out there just keep find

ing it and keep looking and never give up, I don't care what.
That is what I would te l l them. Be select ive. Don' t just go

for anything you know. And don't be in a hurry about nothing.

Who uses that, is that a Remington?

Yeah. I got to get some type out.

Who uses the Remington typewriter?

I do. I let my kids and teach them how.

Grea t , g rea t . I t h i nk tha t i s abou t i t . I ' l l ask you a few
more questions.

Do you want something to drink? A glass of water or something?

I ' l l take a glass of water, sure, that would be great. Thank

you very much. I was looking at the pictures of the P0rsche
and that is a good looking car. Did you always like cars?

Yes. There is some things I need too, glasses and dishes,

spoons, towels.
After not working for three years.

I couldn' t get those things.

Hen you didn't have a job.

Did you see my yard and the flowers I planted?

Yes I d id see. I was looking at that table, i t is a beaut i fu l
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t a b l e .

A Yeah i t i s o ld . I t r i ed to reva rn i sh i t myse l f and one o f t he

kids stepped on it or something. It was my dad's.

Q I t i s a b e a u t i f u l t a b l e . I w o r k e d i n t h e p l a n t f o r fi f t e e n

years and I can't, I mean, I just went looking for another

job because I want to get out of the plant. So I went down
to the service employees union, a union for the janitors and

folks in the big buildings, race track and some of the con-
L t r a c t o r s t h a t y o u m i g h t h a v e w o r k e d f o r d o i n g d a y w o r k . T h e y

P p a y $ 1 6 , 0 0 0 a y e a r a n d t h e h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e t h e y g i v e w o u l d

not cover my kids therapy what he goes to. I would much
(pi
[ r a t h e r d o t h a t t h a n w o r k o n t h e l i n e , b u t t h a t w o u l d b e y o u

know I only work forty hours a week in the plant. I take off
1 o n e d a y a w e e k u s u a l l y .

p A H o w d o y o u d o t h a t ?
i

Q Right now unfor tunately I take tha baby to therapy. So that
Pi

is an excuse that is covered, but uh...so I made $26,000 last

year. But to take a cut of $10,000 that would be tough and to
i - go f rom wha t you were mak ing in the assemb ly p lan t to you know

P t h a t i s a n 8 0 % c u t . S o y o u d o n ' t h a v e t o h a v e a n y k i n d o f
apologies saying you don't have things. I mean it is just
rot ten. I t is a d isgrace that people are force to do th is .

A The bible helped me out a lot though.

Q The b ib le he lped you.
• A R e a d i n g i t a n d s o m e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e s a i d l i k e d o n ' t

worry about what you are going to wear for tomorrow and all
ft|

this other kind of stuff, what are you going to eat and He

said I'l l feed you and I'l l cothe you and that has been true.
L Q When you were coming up who were your heroes? TV heroes..
fPI
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Who did you think was cool?

A I dont know, Superman. I was crazy about the Beat les. I

loved them.

Q And you were raised in the birth of Motown.
A Oh Diana Ross that is my gi r l . I real ly d idn' t have no heroes

or no th ing l i ke tha t . I l i ke B i l l ie Dee Wi l l iams. You know

I am crazy about him. I like John Wayne too, he was a good

guy and Bob Hope. I like people like that because they are
for the people. Stevie Wonder has good music.

Q I l ike Stevie Wonder. He is God's gi f t to the new generat ion.
He is someone who has put politics as well as talent together.

A Yeah. Michael Jackson, do you l ike h im?

Q Yes . Who do you l i ke?
A N e w E d i t i o n .

Q New Edition, what song do they sing?
A They a re a new g roup . There i d five o f t hem. F i ve l i t t l e

black...you probably have seen them on the Pepsi commercials
and s tu f f .

Q Oh okay, I've seen them. Who else do you like?
A I l i k e J a n e t J a c k s o n .

Q What TV show do you like?

A Bi l l Cosby and Webster and the stor ies.

Q Do you like the soaps? Do you watch the soaps every day?

A I l ike the Jefferson's and Bewitched. There is a guy on my

line, I call him chief, one of the repair guys, a white guy,

you probably know him. I don't know his name.
I'm new to that area too.

I know his name, but I forgot. He calls me Nell. You know

Nell, that big fat girl on TV and I said why do you call me
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Nell? He said because when I be looking at you down the

l ine I think you look her. So I cal l him chief. He knows

my name is Cheryl, but he calls me Nell. I said you are

trying to cal l me fat on the side. They are fun. They
are a lot of fun over there. They are real, real nice.

Q T h a t i s g o o d .

A They really help me out on my job too. They really helped

me out. The foreman is real nice.

Q M a j o r ?
A B u t a t fi r s t , t h e fi r s t c o u p l e o f d a y s h e w o u l d n ' t t a l k t o

me and I was thinking that he didn't like me you know because

I never had a foreman do that.

Q You d idn ' t fee l rac ia l antagonism when you first h i red in the
other plant?

No.

Do you think i t is di fferent people or di fferent t imes?

Do you think it is because people are different or that is it

almost eight years difference and people learned a l i t t le since

then?

Maybe people learned a little something now, I don't know. I

guess they must have because they are different.
I don't know. Sometimes I think yes and sometimes I think no.

They are a lot different now. I guess they are learning to
live in the world with each other I guess. You know we got

to live here and work together.

Do you think the world is in better shape now?

No. I don ' t th ink there is no change rea l ly. I t i s about

the same.

Q Do you think the United States will go to war in the Middle
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East or anything or Nicaragua? Do you think they wil l in

vade Nicaragua? Do you think about it much?

No. I don ' t l i ke wars .

What about South Africa? What do you think about that?

I don't know about that either.

What about apartheid?

I don't even know what that is. What is that.

Apartheid is the government in South Africa...the population
of South Africa is twenty mill ion people and one mill ion

whites have total control over nineteen mi l l ion blacks. And

apartheid means that the blacks are only allowed to go where
the whites say and that is the policy our U.S. government

supports.

Coming up you know and it was rough because kids were bullies
because I was like...no I wasn't no tomboy.. .well I was a

rough child too, but I was a friendly type child you know
and other kids always wanted to pick on me and kick me and

you know talk about me and I didn't like that. My marriage
was the pits, but as far as my life now it is great. I am

back to work now and I know it is really not going to last

long, but I have a stable life and it is okay. You know
and putt ing them on the right track in l i fe. That is my

job as a mother you know and working. I always worked and
I want them to work and have a job and do something. I don't

want to say I don't care what it is. I do care what it is.

You know as long as it is honest money. Anyway getting back

to my exhusband he was in Vietnam• He fought the war and he

talked about i t a lot . Certain things he would not talk

about. When we was going through our divorce he had to talk
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a, I don't know if it was a parole officer, some kind of

msm anyway and he would come in and check on us and see how

the marriage was coming along and he would talk to Ronnie.

Ronnie wouldn't tell him certain things about Vietnam, but

I th ink ki l led babies, you know, and stuff l ike that. When

we was first married he was mean. He would fight all the

time. I would fix him dinner or something and I wouldn't

know what would be wrong with him. He would take his plate

and just through the whole meal up against the wall. He

would get angry just l ike that, quick and I didn't know

what started it. Anyway he got that gun at me and I was

up in the bed like that and I thought that man was going to
shoot me. I t was terr ible. He would always fight me.

Did you know him before he went to Vietnam?

Yes. We went to high school together and we were friends.

What high school did you go to?

MacKenzie. We were friends. He wasn't l ike that until we got

mar r ied . I cou ld no t unders tand tha t . I s t i l l don ' t under

stand that right now.

You both got out of high school, you got married and then he

went to Vietnam?

We went to high school and we were just friends, it wasn't

no int imate thing or nothing l ike that. I was with my other

daughter's father then and then Ronnie was in Vietnam and
then he came home and then we got married.

Then you saw a fantastic change. What is your first name?

Sheranna.

Sheranna, what your momma is sharing happenend to thousands
and thousands of young men who had to go to war. They were
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and they did things that they hated so much for doing it that

when they came back here they were on drugs or they got on a

lot of drugs when they were in Vietnam or when they came back

here and lost all self respect and they had so much anger and

hatred inside they took it out on the people they loved the

most. It was one of the worst things that ever happened in

our country because the war in Vietnam which was twenty years

ago, fifteen years ago already was one soldiers fighting
so ld ie rs . I t was Amer ican so ld ie rs fight ing c iv i l ians and

babies and children. They would go into a village and burn

the entire vi l lage even i f the people were there. I t would

be like if some foreign force came into Hubbell and just

burned down the city and the young men who had to do that

came back with a big knot that was sort of a spring that would

just sort of spring out and do what it did to your mom's re

lationship. I had lots of friends who saw them go through
that. Friends at work at the plant and the pain they went

through and all the therapy they went through afterwards and

very rarely was there a woman in their lives that was able
to stick through the violence that these guys put on them and

the children. It is a honerable and it is courage for you to

say enough is enough. Then are too many folks that didn't get
out of those things.

I was scared. I know it and that is why I am glad I survived.

You know when I say I survived, I survived that and it was
hel l . Af ter the divorce i t seemed l ike he changed for a l i t t le

whi le. He was sorry for everything he did. He said he real

ized now that God gave him a good wife and he didn't realize

what he had until it was too late. I am not going back to
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t h a t .

q He never understood h imsel f .
A I don't think he had therapy either when he came out of Viet

nam. He should have.

Q There are so many things people don't talk about from that

period and they are so full of pain. Were most of his buddies
in Vietnam?

A I think some of them was. He seen his buddy get ki l led. He

had to drag him while he was dead. He had to drag him with

him.

Q T h a t ' s t o u g h .

A I t r ied to understand that you know. I had sympathy for him

and I fel t sorry for him, but I couldn' t l ive with him. Why

should I have to live through that? You know take that pun

ishment .

Q I t doesn ' t he lp h im e i t he r. I t i s l i ke I had a f r i end who
is still alive who is a junkie and as long as you bail out

a junkie out of jail every time and you give sympathy to a

junkie he is going to keep doing i t . They just r ip off . They
don' t care i f i t is there wi fe or their mother, their grand

mother—they' l l r ip them off. Unti l you say heh I 'm not go

ing to be part of that game. I' l l help you, but I am not

going to be abused by you. That is why I continue to be in
volved and I am trying to keep the U.S. out of wars in central

America and when you said your daughter was doing some work

door to door for Young socialists, and they do a lot of the

same kind of work and that is dreaming and' being involved in

believing that you can change things so we don't have to re
peat that situation. Does that make any sense?
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Yes.

And I think it is hard that it is not that your ex was a rotten

person, but there is a part of him...
He just got a rotten deal you know. I couldn't help him.

Tha t ' s r i gh t .

So I had to say bye-bye. I have to live my life you know. I

am an individual and he is an individual I don't care if we

are married. When you marry you are suppose to be one, but

everybody is different you know. Even your kids are different.
Q And it takes a lot of courage to say no more.

A I was scared too boy and I wasn't sure I was doing the right

thing because of his illness you know, but I asked God to

help me and he did. That is how I got through it.
Q I 've got a fr iend that every t ime the alarm would go off to

wake him up or if someone would walk in the house at night

you would find him in a posit ion l ike this. He didn't have
a gun in his hand, but he was ready.

A My girlfriend came over and we were talking and she was married
to a Vietnam vet and he would wake up in the bed dafag the same

t h i n g .

Q Ye a h , I k n o w.
A S h e d i v o r c e d h i m .

Q I think one of the crimes of our country r ight now is the, par

ticularly the black male who during the 60's was able to get
a good job in the auto plant and finally make a good economic

living in a country that denied jobs before because of racism
for so long. Now he can't get those jobs either. They are al

most like the dinosaur. I am not saying black women had it

easy you know. Did you see the Color Purple?
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Yes.

What did you think of it? What did you think of the film?

I l iked the movie.

What did you like about it?

I l iked it. It was down to earth you know.

What parts do you remember?

The whole thing.

What did you like?

I liked all of it you know. About the girl when they showed

her having a baby and the father taking it away and how the

woman was living with that man and how he treated her you

know real bad.

Q Do you th ink i t was t rue?
A Do I th ink the s tory was t rue?

Q Yes based on . . . yeah .
A I t h i n k i t w a s t r u e . I c o u l d b e l i e v e i t h a p p e n e d . I l i k e d

how she fought back too. How she got up and she took as much

as she could take and she got out.

Q She never gave up her dreams.
A No. She how she turned out, got her business going you know.

Q T h a t i s r i g h t .
A She was old and then at the end her kids, she got her kids

back and stuff. That was the sa£ part.

Q I thought it was a tremendous film and it was a shame that

they didn't get no nominations, no awards, but it is a big

ger shame that folks saw it as a black film rather than film
of people who never gave up hope and overcame. I mean it

didn't matter, it could have been black, white you know,

but it was human beings that made life and the scene to me
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that made it one of the most touching ones was when she comes

back to the church and is reunited with her father. The

sense of coming home you know and it was priceless. It was

a fantastic film. You should see i t in another year or so.

You probably could see it now.

I ' l l probably take her to see i t .




