
ED AUBUCHON

Edf why don't you tell me about how long you been at the truck plant?
Just ten years.

What was it like the first day you hired in there?

Well, I remember, I remember coming to the plant, or coming in the

plant and my attitude was a lot different then.
Q What do you mean?
A Ah, well I came from a carpet cleaning, you know I cleaned carpet and

I was young, I got married young.

How old were you?

A I was seventeen.

Q When you got married?

f A Ye a . S o a h , q u i t s c h o o l t o w o r k . A n d a h , s o I b e c a m e c l e a n i n g
carpets as I was really ambitious. It was commission pay, where when

you got done and you were done... The faster you worked, the faster
you worked, the more you got paid. So it was kinda, it was kinda likevi

ah, a self-motivating job. So you know, I was always a hard worker.
* And then, when I came to the plant, I remember coming on the l ine and

uh, so when I came to the plant I was real, like I was a fast worker

you know. 'Cause I was used to getting paid, not by the hour, but how
fast I worked. And I had always been a you know, want to do a good

job, and so when I came to the plant, that's the attitude I had, and I
« i was rea l , you know, f i l l ed w i th exc i t emen t . And ah . . .

Q Excited about what?
A Getting a job at the auto company. It was like... When I was growing

up, a lot of people had ambitions to be certain things, but ah, thatpi
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was like it for me, that's what I wanted to do.

Q You wanted to be...
A I thought being a... Well, I came from a background where my dad had

a lot of di fferent jobs, and so ah, I k inda saw working at the auto

company as having you know retirement and you know a place where it
was s teady income. 'Cause a lso, the carpet c leaning wasn ' t l ike a

real steady income because of working you know, it was certain times

when it was slow. So I really thought, that's what I want to me, was
an auto worker.

Q You were already married? You were seventeen when you got married.
Yea. I had been in the music and stuff, I thought maybe I might get

into that, but I don' t think i t that ser ious, but ah, so when I came

to the plant, ah, I remember sitting up and you know, that I remember

sitting up in a room and ah, looking down on the line, and just seeing
all these guys working. And...

Do you think they worked fast or slow when you looked down?

Ah, I don't remember.
I just remember it looked like they were working so slow, then I had

to do it.

A I r e m e m b e r w h e n I w e n t d o w n t h e r e a n d s t a r t e d w o r k i n g , i t w a s

r e a l l y. . . I w a s n ' t s u r e i f I w a s g o n n a m a k e i t o r n o t . Yo u k n o w

getting cut and you know not knowing all the tricks.

Q What did they have you doing?
A When I first came in, I was hooking up the radios and, shoot I can't

even remember.



In the trim department?
^ A Ye a , a l o t o f r e a l s m a l l l i t t l e , s k i n n y l i t t l e y o u k n o w, s c r e w s , y o u

k n o w , r e a l l i t t l e s t u f f . Yo u k n o w i t w a s h a r d g e t t i n g u s e d t o
hi

h a n d l i n g a n d a h I g o t a l i t t l e b i t o f a c o l d . I r e m e m b e r t h e r e
« w e r e s o m e t h i n g s t h a t I r e a l l y h a r d t o b e l i e v e I c o u l d d o i t . L i k e
L ah, reach ing around. . . There was some th ings I cou ldn ' t even see you

P k n o w , s t i c k i n g m y h a n d w a y u p u n d e r t h e d a s h w i t h t h i s l o n g
screwdriver and you know hooking something up way back here and

J s t i ck ing a sc rew w i thou t be ing ab le to see . I mean i t took me awh i le
« t o g e t t h e k n a c k o f i t . B u t s o m e o f t h o s e t h i n g s i m p r e s s m e l i k e
^ t h a t , a n d i t w a s p r e t t y i m p r e s s i n g s o m e o f t h e w a y s t h e y p u t t h e

^ t r u c k s t o g e t h e r a n d c a r s , y o u k n o w, I d i d n ' t r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e w a s

that much to it.

Q Was your first wife impressed with you getting a job at Fords?
A A h . . .

pi

Q Was she sat isfied, rel ieved?

P A P r o b a b l y .

Q Do you remember?
n}

A I guess, probably.

Q What do you do now? What kind of work do you do now?
A N o w I w o r k o n t h e f r a m e s , p u t i n d r i v e s h a f t s a n d i t ' s b i g g e r, a

" * l i t t l e b i t d i r t i e r o v e r t h e r e . B i g g e r n u t s a n d b o l t s . I t u s e d t o b e

the worst area in the plant, but I kind of l ike over there alot better
SB} now.

Q How come you like it better?
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I t 's more standing. Whereas in the other department, you always in,

getting up, and up and down all day, up and down all day.
You mean off the truck?

Ye a , a l o t o f p e o p l e l i k e i t i n t h e t r i m d e p a r t m e n t b e t t e r. T h e y

t h i n k i t ' s c l e a n e r, b u t I w a s . . . I t s e e m e d l i k e I a l w a y s g o t d i r t y

over there. Windshie lds, I was a lways around sealer. Now I 'm just

with grease.

Tell me about the newsletters, and how you got involved. How did you
end up get t ing invovled in the Uni ted Truck Plant Newslet ter, your

cartoons, in the plant. Some of the things that people know you for
Eddie.

Okay.

Anything that comes up.
Once I was in and I was in the trim department, once I learned it. At

fi rs t , i t was a l i t t le d i fficu l t you know. There was a lways l i ke tha t

ninety day making i t those ninety days. But once I got accustomed
to the job, it was always hard, you know for those first ninety days,
b u t o n c e I g o t i t , I f e l t p r e t t y s e c u r e . T h e w o r k n e v e r b o t h e r e d

me... I moved onto other jobs and things.

Did you know a lot of jobs in trim?

We l l , i f w a s j u s t t h a t t h e w o r k n e v e r b o t h e r e d m e . Yo u k n o w, I
s tar ted a f ter one job, I learned another one, and then s tar ted. . . I

built windows which was a very good job. I got out of there, it was a

line job, I could work ten hours, a ten hour shift and in five hours I

could build up all my windows, and leave and go home 'cause I was
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fast . L ike I was saying, f rom what I have done before work ing on

commission, I got where I was fast and I, you know, I really, I could

get out early. I had a good job.

Q Did the other guys get upset? Did the company get upset?
A No tha t was jus t . . .

Q How would you do that now if you were doing that job?
A No, that job's not there no more.

Q What happened?
A Well, i t has nothing to do with the job itself, but ah, automation you

know.

How did that...

Well, it's an automated job now.
Do they have a robot...

I 'm not exactly sure 'cause I don't work over there any more, but I
know ah, that job is stuck right to the l ine now. Oh, I think Pollack

(?) is over there on line two, he builds up that back window now. Ah,

yea, he bu i lds the window, and then, puts i t in and they pu l l the
s t r i ng .
Bi l l Davis, he bui lds i t up.

I know like the windshield now is automated where they just stick it
i n . A h . . .

They can't get a hand on that?
No, there aren' t too many jobs l ike that any more. But back then,
that's how it was done and I'd get out of there real... you know, get

out of there early. But then what happened, I would get involved with
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other people, l ike ah, I was start seeing... Back then, ah, that was

when ei ther r ight when the paint walkouts were happening, or r ight

after, and ah, there were a lot of young people on the second shift.
There was a lot of young people, and uh, it was, it was hard work, but

e v e n w o r s e t h a n t h a t i t w a s t h e s u p e r v i s i o n a t t h e t i m e , t h e i r

at t i tude wi th a the company, they were. . . some of 'em were real ly

mean, and ah, I think the way they treated some people and ah— I

mean I could name...
You can name them to te l l the s tor ies and then I wi l l cut out the

names, you don't have to worry about that.
I remember, when I was...

Because the more specific the stories are, the better.

Well there were quite a few young guys on the line there, ah, there

was so many different things that happened. There was an Arab guy

they used to call him Camel Jockey and make fun of him, things like
t h a t . A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e r e w a s a S c o t t i s h g u y t h e r e , y o u

remember Scotty, and ah...
This was over in trim?

Ye a . I c o u l d u n d e r s t a n d W e l l t h i s o t h e r , t h i s A r a b g u y, h e l e f t

after a while.

Q He died, he got killed in an auto accident.
^ A N o , t h a t ' s n o t t h e o n e y o u r t h i n k i n g o f , i t ' s a d i f f e r e n t o n e . We l l ,

anyway, this Scottish guy and this Arab guy they used to argue all the
time, something that... The Scottish guy, 'cause he was English would
talk about how the English were, you know, invaded at the time Arabia
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or whatever, and uh, it was like, more like just put downs. And, but

I d i dn ' t l i ke a l o t o f peop le back t hen tha t d i dn ' t t r ea t h im ve ry

nice. I felt l ike I could understand the Arab guy better than I could

the Scottish guy. But and there would be people smoking dope and all

tha t s tu f f . I ' d ge t a l i t t l e invo lved a t tha t t ime and ask th is Arab

guy questions about you know, what it was like from where he come
from. I got interested in people, where they come from, what it was

l i ke in Sco t land , i t was a lmos t l i ke see ing a who le new. . . I t was

like the whole world opening up really. There was so many different,

there was a guy from Yugoslavia, Romania, and it was real interesting

to me to find out . . . I t was seeing a l l these di fferent countr ies and

things. But ah, I started getting involved with these people and when
the foreman would come down or pick on one guy, I started gett ing

where I would get involved in...

Q What would he pick on him about?
A Well, there was a lot of that racism, even with the Scottish guy.

Q Weren't they just making fun of him and being nice and it wasn't any
big thing?

A W e l l , a t t h e t i m e . . " . I ' m t r y i n g t o t h i n k . A t t h e t i m e , I s u p p o s e

some of it was joking, but ah, you know, it got to be like an everyday

th ing. You know, i t was more degrad ing than i t was funny a f ter a
wh i l e . I mean , I no t i ced i t . A l o t o f peop le m igh t no t o f no t i ced

i t , but I d idn ' t l i ke i t , and I wasn ' t the type of person to do that
a n d a h , y o u k n o w I c o u l d s e e i t , s o I s t a r t e d g e t t i n g a l i t t l e

involved there, as well as other incidences that weren't related to



racism or things l ike that. As a matter of fact, I 'm not even sure it

was, I wasn't involved in enough to really realize what racism was. I

just knew the guy, you know, they were really treating some of these

people not to nice The foreman would come down and get on that too,
call them Camel Jockey, give 'em a hard time, or the Scottish guy, or

the black guy, you know, it was just so much of it. But certain guys

t h e y d i d n ' t l e t u p o n , s o I s t a r t e d g e t t i n g a l i t t l e i n v o l v e d , o r

might get between the Scott ish guy and th is Arab guy. I t 's hard to

get the. . .
I ' m g e t t i n g t h e p i c t u r e . Yo u ' d b e s u r p r i s e d h o w i t a l l c o m e s

together.
Yea, it's hard because of it's all spaced out.
What was it when you said the foreman was sort of mean and not too

n i ce , o r r o t t en , how d id t he f o reman ac t? I r emember you d i d a
cartoon of Smitty onetime, what was that about?

A O k a y . . .

Q Don't worry, I'm not going to use names. What happened, how did you
end up gett ing involved in the newsletter, what was the newsletter?

If you were telling someone who was interested what the newsletter is,

what would you tell them?

We l l , I s t a r t e d d o i n g t h e s e t h i n g s a n d a h , I g o t t o p r e t t y g o o d
friends with this Scottish guy, as well as a couple of the Arab guys

in there at work you know? And he'd be talking about the union, in

the meant ime, I 'm get t ing in between h im and th is o ther guy. The

reason I mentioned that is 'cause later on they ended up living
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together, they hated each other's guts, i t was kind of.. . I t was kind

o f , ah , you know 'em a l i t t l e b i t . Bu t i t ended up , l a te r on , tha t

they lived together and it was really kind of comical. He kind of saw
some of the stuff he was doing, but ah, okay so ah... I 'm on night

shift doing windows, I've been doing that for a couple years and ah I

had a pretty good job. I never had problems. There was one foreman

there in particular name Dan Smith, but ah, they were all, they were

a l l , none o f ' em rea l l y, they a l l o f ' em were under p ressure . You

know, pressure, from... Well, Dan Smith gave pressure, but I 'm sure
he must 've had some too, but he was a part icularly, at the t ime, a

p a r t i c u l a r l y r o t t e n f o r e m a n , g e n e r a l f o r e m a n . S o a h , I e n d e d u p

building windows, and he was pretty good to me, I'd go home and do all

my s tu f f , bu t he s ta r ted hav ing a th ing aga ins t t h i s Sco t t i sh guy
alot, and alot that was going on. So me and this Scottish, he talked
me into going to a couple, this Tom Wesley, remember him? I went over

to his house and got a... he kept telling me we ought to go to one of

these union meetings and all that. So I said yea, we ought to that.

So I went w i th 'em, and I got . . . I t was k ind o f , a l i t t le insp i r ing .

W h e n I s t a r t e d r e a l i z i n g t h e r e w a s a l o t o f b u l l s h i t , a l o t o f

b u l l s h i t f r o m t h e s e c o m m i t t e e m e n . S o , a f t e r g o i n g t o a c o u p l e

meet ings l ike that , D ick Wi lk ins became my commit tee man. And I

thought he was kind of strange, coming around there.
What do you mean?

Well, he came down on the line, he had these patches all his pants,
and you know, peace and long hair, just a real hippie-like kind of
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guy. So the first day I seen him, he come down there on the l ine.
And right away, I'm already used to the committee men being kind of

jive, and ah, you know just yelling and making a lot of noise, but not

d o i n g n o t h i n g . S o t h e fi r s t t h i n g h e c o m e o n t h e l i n e . . . I f o r g e t

exactly how it went, but I went up to 'em and I said ah you ain't no

good, you ought to do this and do that, and when was the last time you
tended line and he jumped right back on me. So then I thought that

was k ind of cool . So I tested 'em, star ted— we were having some

problems with this foreman, so I decided... I think Joe Mica was one
of the committee men that was not doing his job. So I took a petition

up, that we have a shi f t meet ing over th is. So we got a bunch of

people to sign it and we went down, and had a meeting, and Dick was
there, so then when we got back, I found out I could do that with a

commmittee man, so we did that. There was a guy down there, Al Lock,
and his daughter had a brain tumor.

Q He works with me?

A Yea well back then his daughter had a brain tumor, and I forget what

he did. He got a restriction or something, but he was kind of messed

up 'cause of worrying about his daughter at the t ime. And, I guess

they got mad 'cause he got a, had a restriction. So he was sweeping
the floo r, now he ' s go t res t r i c t i ons so he has to sweep floo r. So

now, I was working on l ine four... I was working on l ine four and I
remember he was sweeping the floor, and he had this stuff kind of

p i cked up on a ca rdboard , ge t t i ng ready to th row i t away, and a
foreman came over and grabbed the cardboard, threw it back down again



11

and told him to get down and clean it up.

Q Why did the foreman do that?
A Because he was mad at 'em, because he got restr ict ions. Just no.. .

So I got mad and, that wasn't Smitty, Smitty was a general foreman,

but I ended up getting the whole line to stay home the next day... or

half the line to stay home the next day. But I didn't even work over

the re . Bu t Smi t t y go t on me fo r tha t . Wh ich I d idn ' t m ind l e t t i ng

him know. I was pretty forward then, I...

Q Were you pretty proud of what you did?
A Yea . A l o t o f t imes peop le wou ld come ove r and say, say oh yea

they' l l be quiet , but th is guy's gonna go te l l , and I would just say
well so what? Let 'em tell, they already know what I do, you know.

But there would always be some guy wispering in my ear, watch out.

But it never really, it didn't bother me a bit for them to know what I

was doing.

Q Did you think you would lose your job?

A At first , I thought I might have some trouble. But af ter a whi le what
I d id , I l ea rned a l l t he ru les . L i ke see the re the un ion has the i r

rules, you know their contract. And I found out back then, at least I
felt this way, the company had rules too. You know, you don't do this

and do that. So what I did, I learned the company rules real good.

L i k e B e i n g b y l e a r n i n g a l l t h o s e r u l e s I f o u n d o u t t h e y c o u l d n ' t

do too much to me, as long as I went by the rules. Like one day,

S m i t t y g o t t o w h e r e h e g o t . . . I g u e s s i f I ' m g o n n a d o t h i s i n
sequence.. .
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I t doesn't have to be in sequence, tel l me what you remember, and

we'll put it in sequence.

Okay. I got to where they were watching me all the time, because of

you know after having the so many shift meetings.
Would people come to these shift meetings?

Ye a . W e h a d ' e m . T h a t ' s w h a t I l i k e d a b o u t t h e ( ) , h e g o t

the.. . we'd meet at and I told him hey some of these people were

tired of this or that and so he'd say let's go down to the Red Apple.

So I'd go around and tell everybody we were going.

Red Apple is a resturant?

Yea. Heck we 'd ge t the who le l ine down there , most everybody. I

mean, I was kind of surprised. So ah, but I remember I . . . This gir l

that was discriminated against. See that's why I'm not...

This was?
This was way before that suit came around.

Okay.
Wel l .

I' l l just end up picking two or three of the stories that come out the

c learest . So you just te l l 'em and at a po in t , they ' l l become c lear

w h a t y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o s a y. I u n d e r s t a n d , I ' l l a s k q u e s t i o n s i f I
don't understand.

Okay.
Another incident of how people got together, is this about a woman you

were just referring to?

Yea, i t was.. . Actual ly that was when I first got, one of the first
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th ings I got involved in . That was when I rea l ly, Dick got me in to
t h o s e t h i n g s . Ye a , I r e m e m b e r, I r e m e m b e r I w a s b u i l d i n g t h o s e

window, I was on line two working for Smitty, and ah, I was building
w indows . I wasn ' t ge t t i ng a long w i th Smi t t y t oo good , and I was

ge t t i ng i nvo l ved w i t h o the r peop le ' s p rob lems . L i ke t h i s A l Loga r

(?), whatever, you know, and uh, I was pretty mad. Oh, what happened,
th is guy on day sh i f t s rea l l y messed over bad. You know, I 'd ge t

ahead, way ahead, well he wouldn't build nothing, he'd be going home

e a r l y t o o . B u t e v e r y d a y h e ' d l e a v e a l l t h e w o r k f o r m e . L i k e

cut t ing, roping, the extra stuff for get t ing prepared. So ah—

Q Because the person who came on the day shift followed you?
A Yea. Now Smitty wasn't my foreman right then. I had a foreman Phil

Brolin(?), Smitty was on the day shift as my foreman. So Phil Brolin

told me to ah do it to him. Give him the works you know. So I went,
and I tore everyth ing apar t so th is guy on day sh i f t would, so he

would stop screwing me everyday. So I tore everything, but I didn' t

just do what he did, I did a good job on him. And ah, so the next
night, Smitty come over to my, he stayed over just to tell me this, he
come over, he said I'm gonna get you. So ah, that was when it started

to, that h i t . So the firs t n ight he come back af ter that four month

th ing .

Q Every four months the supervisors change.
A Yea. He come over and I forget how it was said, but I new he was, he

hadn't forgotten about that. So I figured well, i f he's gonne get me,

I'm gonna get him. So ah, that was when Vic came over, and I knew
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what Smitty was like to harrass women.

Q How did he harrass them?
A Wel l , he 'd te l l h im i f they d idn ' t go w i th h im or someth ing he was

gonna fire 'em or you know lots of ways like that. So, what I did, I
went all the way through the trim shop. I started on one line, I went

down and I found every women in the department. And I went up to them

and I ask her about did Smitty ever asked her out or... I went and

asked every one. I took a l i t t le survey. And then, I found out you
know a little bit of what he had done to this girl over...

Q What kind of things had he done? Again, I'm not gonna use names.
A You know asking her out, asking her out and tel l ing her i f she didn't

go out with him, he was gonna fire her and things like that. Which he
ended up doing, or you know discipl ine her or whatever. I think he

fired her. So ah, that's when I did the cartoon.

Q What was the cartoon?
A It was cal led ah, El Smitso. I t was just a cartoon with him, ah, you

know, p re t ty much descr ib ing , po in t ing a finger a t her and say ing
ei ther go out wi th me or I 'm gonna fire you. And when I d id that ,

when that came out, that started my war for a long time.

Q What do you think the things are that the newsletter accomplished over
the years. You've been involved in the newsletter from 1972, 1973, to

around six years or so?

A Were talking accomplishments.

Q What did it mean to you?
A We l l , okay, I ' l l t e l l you wha t i t . . . I 'm no t so su re wha t i t . . . I
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think maybe it did mean, if it meant this to me, it must of meant it

t o o t h e r p e o p l e i n t h e p l a n t , ' c a u s e w e , i t w a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g

experience for me. And I 'm not so sure I 'd, I 'd real ly be interested
in gett ing involved again. Not so much, but I feel pretty comfortable

now. And I don ' t know i f I fee l l i ke s t rugg l ing o r do ing any th ing .

'Cause I'm satisfied right now. But ah, back then what it did for me,

i s don ' t fo rge t I came ou t o f h igh schoo l in the ten th g rade , go t

married young, and what the newsletter did for me, ah, as well as my

i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h e s e o t h e r p e o p l e a t t h e p l a n t i n l e a r n i n g a b o u t

d i f f e ren t p l aces , wha t i t d i d f o r me , i t made even i f somebody ' s

experiences might have been bad, it made me, it learned me a whole lot
of things. It learned me how to, I mean maybe not even things that

there was po l i t ics , but when I got upset through the car toon, or I

started writing, it made me learn things I could do that I couldn't do

before, that I wasn't no dummy. So it learned me about places, you
know.

Q What do you mean?
A Ah, after a while, and it made me learn how the company worked. Ah,

because I wou ld do a a r t i c le o r someth ing and I 'd go look in my

history books that I had in school, that really when I was in school,
i t d idn ' t mean much to me. And ah, i t just made me learn how to

m w r i t e , a n d d o a l o t o f t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . A n d i t a l s o g a v e m e a

different k ind of way of looking at things. Ah.. .

Q What kind of ways?
A Ah, which.. . I t 's change several t imes over the years.

ffi)
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Well get back to that, tel l me what you think now. I want to get a

sense of what... You haven't said what the newsletter was. What was

the newsletter and what did it do?

What did the newsletter do?

What was i t? I know what i t was, but I want you to put into your

words.

Okay.
How was it different from the union?

Oh, okay. At the time the way I felt about it, when I did go to some
of these meetins, like at Tom Wesley's or whatever it was, or at the

time even, I don't know there must of been something in me that drew

me to a more radical viewpoint. I seen some guys here that were with

the rank and file and they talked about young, and we got to have a

change. And I think the word change hit me 'cause at first I think I
even went out and bought a jacket for the rank and file, it sounded so

good. The rank and file, and I even asked a guy, I said what does

rank and file mean? That means the people you know, rank and file. I

t h i n k t h a t g u y w o u l d o f l i k e d i t i f h e , y o u k n o w, k n e w I w a s

interested in jo ining that part icular group, but you know, when they

explained that word to me, it sounded pretty neat. Changing, because
at the time, the union, what it meant to me, it was like there was a

bunch of guys and they really didn't care about the people, and at the

time, I was getting more involved with these people that had problems,
and ah , i t d idn ' t seem l i ke they I t seemed l i ke these un ion guys

all they were concerned about was ah like being movie stars or their
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own personal gain. You know, to be important and be on a easier job

or someth ing, and a l l the th ings maybe what I thought , they were

suppose to mean, i t j us t d idn ' t seem l i ke tha t ' s what i t meant to
them. So later, when I d id get involved wi th the newslet ter, i t was

l ike most of the people, that my c lose f r iends in the newslet ter, i t

seemed l ike they were less interested in gett ing elected. But I was

drawn more to the guys like you and Jerry that really interested that

much. And the newslet ter a t the t ime, we would suppor t people in

other caucuses, but we didn' t run a s late, we just let people know

in fo rma t i on . And a t ou r mee t i ngs , i t was l i ke , maybe a t t he t ime

there was people influenced in the way things were going. And later

on, I real ized that too. But ah, at the t ime, the way i t was run, i t
was like everybody could say something, what they wanted to say, and

there wasn't somebody cutting them off l ike at a union meeting. The

real fast when I d id s tar t go ing to un ion meet ings, rea l fast d id I

notice how anytime anybody asked a questions, I noticed the guy had

some kind of procedure or something to shut the guy up, and/or some
kind of trick or the meeting was over let's take up for 'em. And that

was it. So "through the newsletter, I found out we could manipulate,

we started gett ing so good at i t , after a while, we could manipulate

them, and we good start...
At the union meeting?

Right. We got real good at i t , we started learning what they knew,
and we got to learn the procedure, and we started getting them, there
were some things they didn't even know. We could turn things around
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on them a l i t t le bit .

Q What would you discuss at a newsletter meeting? Did the newsletter

get much response, did the union like it, did the company like? How
did you distr ibute i t?

A Well i t was something to ah see l ike I said, people would say watch
out somebody's watching you. You know there would be people on the

line, what out, this guy's gonna go tel l the foreman, he gonna's tel l
th is guy. I was already used to guys watching me al l the t ime. So

ah, but i t was real ly something to go up to the front of the plant,

and pass out this newsletter, even though the union could pass out

anything they wanted up there, when we would go up there, we'd always
h a v e l a b o r. . . A t t h a t t i m e , l a b o r r e l a t i o n s t o m e w a s a l i t t l e b i t

more important, they wanted us to meet today. I mean, it was a big

deal to me.

Q Say what you mean.
A Well, they would, you know, it was like, to me at the time it was like

the b ig au thor i ty you know. And I mean i t was l i ke your job , you

know, they would come out and say, you can't pass out that newsletter
here. You gotta cut it out right now, and I would way wow you know.

But then pretty soon i t was kind of neat, I would just say, wel l I ' l l

pass it out anyway. Just watch a few people leave and there would be
a few of us st i l l s tanding there. And i t got to be where we turned

tha t a round on t hem j us t l i ke we d id a t t he un ion mee t i ngs . We

s ta r ted us ing the i r ru les , and we found ou t as l ong as the o the r

slates could pass their's out, we found out we could pass our's out.



They would have to make us all quit passing stuff out. So ah, once we
f o u n d t h a t o u t w e . . . T h r o u g h a h , g o i n g t h r o u g h t h e n a t i o n a l

regulations board and things l ike that, gett ing smarter. We found out
we could do those things, but it was a big deal, it was pretty radical

i n the . . .

Why do you think it was radical?
I d i d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w h y i t w a s r a d i c a l . W e l l , a t fi r s t , w e w r o t e

about problems in the plant.

Q What kind of problems?
A Wel l , l i ke the pa in t wa lkouts . I mean tha t was k ind o f when I fi rs t

got involved.

Q That was done over overspray and health conditions?
A Yea, hea l th cond i t ions . Jus t a t fi rs t i t was l i ke one o f those th ings

in the p lan t , bu t i t was more l i ke we were w i l l i ng to . . . I mean i t

was probably easier for us to write these things that i t was for the

union to do something. At the t ime, but we didn' t see i t that way.

But we would write down, ah, we had a walkout due to this... you know

I can't remember exactly what, but you know,. I don't know why it was

so radical at the time, but people...

Did people call you Communists?

Oh yea. That s tar ted coming la ter. I rea l ly d idn ' t unders tand what

it meant at first. I even, well, I had to ask you one time, what does

that word Communist mean? I really... Then I got so curious, I mean

you even, you were gonna talk to me a few times, and I even wasn't
really sure, but I said I want to find out what it means, 'cause if
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this is you know...

Q You weren't afraid by this being called that, that didn't bother you?
A Well , I wasn't sure what you or Jerry or anybody else was for quite

awhile, and ah, then one day, I asked you to explain that to me, and I

r e a l l y d i d n ' t k n o w w h e r e I w a s g o i n g w i t h i t , I j u s t . . . I n e v e r
understood it, so I wanted to know. But ah, later on...

Q Did you think you were doing an un-American thing?
A N o .

Q By putting out the newsletter?
A N o . I n e v e r c o u l d u n d e r. . . I f e l t l i k e I w a s . . . We l l , I d o n ' t k n o w

if I felt ahead of my t ime right away. But later on, I began to feel

more like it was being a heavier time. There was a point were I did

feel communist, you know, all that. I mean people called me it for so

long, I s ta r ted . . . I s ta r ted fee l ing tha t way.

Q What did that mean when you started feeling that way?
A Wel l , I mean eventua l ly I rea l i zed what I was do ing was. . . I d idn ' t

mean the same to me, what it meant to other people, but I understood

i t a l i t t l e b i t more .

Q What were you doing, or think you were doing?
A Wel l , I don' t know i f maybe at first I enjoyed, I enjoyed the conflict

w i t h t h e I m e a n m a y b e I g o t t o e n j o y. . . I m e a n a f t e r a w h i l e ,
let 's put i t this way, the company was real ly, some of those people

were really mean and rotten, and I felt l ike I was fighting just some

mean rotten people you know. After a while when I learned the rules,

I mean I got... there was some guys in there, they would stand there
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and watch all day, I mean if you...

Q What do you mean?
A Wel l , i f you caused trouble, which I ended up doing, 'cause I would

get around and talk to everybody, I mean I had foreman call me the
l ine d ip lomat . And . . . 'Cause I had now, by th is t ime, do ing those

windows, I started gett ing where I had a lot of t ime left, go around

help some people out, and I'd go around talking to 'em, I mean you

know, all the time, and I got to where I could maybe stir things up a
l i t t l e b i t . A n d , i f I d i d n ' t l i k e t h e w a y s o m e b o d y w a s t r e a t i n g

somebody, I had my way of st i r r ing a l i t t le t rouble up, and I th ink

they'd be watching me. Oh, l ike for example with Smitty, one time...
I guess the bes t to descr ibe th is wou ld be to end up, do ing tha t

cartoon, later on I did another one on Smitty, but I remember Smitty

really hated my guts. And, really between me and him there was really
never ah, I think most of it was because of other people why I ended

up getting this thing between me and Smitty. I remember he hated...

He got in a lot of t rouble over that . So ah, he real ly hated me. I

mean, one guy one day said why is he watching you. Smitty 's over
there standing there watching you through the racks, and he's just

staring at you, you know. And I knew he hated my guts. So ah, he got
busted back to foreman again from general foreman. So I would go over

on that line and I stirred a couple of things up over there 'cause he

was sti l l the same old guy, you know. And ah, I got to play a l i tt le

game with him, and I really enjoyed it.
Q What was that?
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A Well, I told you I learned all the company rules, and the union rules

now. So I put i t together and he didn't l ike me coming over to his

line. So, if I was on his line no matter where I was, he'd come up to

me and say you're interfering with production, I 'm gonna have to ask

you to leave. And if I didn't leave, I knew he would write me up for
i t . So I got an interest ing game going with him. I would go to one

end of the line, way down at the other end from he was, and he would

walk all the way down to that end of the l ine to kick me off of his

line, to come down there...

Q This is about twenty or thirty yards?
A H e l l , p r o b a b l y m o r e t h a n t h a t . H o w e v e r l o n g t h a t l i n e i s . B u t h e

would come all the way down there to tell me, you're gonna have to

leave my area , you ' re in te r fe r ing w i th p roduc t ion . Bu t I go t p re t ty

smart, he'd walk all the way down there and just as he got to me, I
would leave, and I would go down to the other end. So, pretty soon, I

mean this went on for several weeks, I had him walking up and down the

line l ike a yo-yo. But it got so good to where I really enjoyed this,

I got so good, I 'd get to where as soon as he came up, I 'd s tar t

walking and he'd right on the back of my neck, breathing down my neck

following me, and then, I would just stop real sudden. And then, I 'd
start going like hey boy the fly isn't around. He just so mad, it was

like those company rules, I found out how to use their rules too. And

ah, I got to enjoy it. And I also, I got to enjoy with foremans, and

ah, maybe I was a smartass or something, but I got to where... a lot
of these foreman, they couldn't understand me. Just like I'm sure
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they didn't understand you. But it got to where I started talking and
I was learning more from my newsletter, and ah, I start, maybe not as

a smartass, but I got to where some of 'em were actually scared of me,

to talk to me, they would start their talk ing and i t got turned back

on ' em. One t ime I h i t a f o reman and a lmos t c r i ed ove r t ha t . I t

w a s n ' t r e a l l y t h a t f u n n y. B u t h e h a d a l i t t l e b i t o f a s t u t t e r i n g

p r o b l e m , I r e a l l y s e r i o u s l y d i d , I t o l d h i m I h a d a u n c l e t h a t
stut tered and I . . . he star ted yel l ing at me, and I sa id look, I sa id

I think you should slow down, you know, and talk real slow. I said I

have a uncle that stut ters a lot . I said the way he held i t was he

talked real s low l ike th is. And as soon as he stopped talk ing fast ,

he stopped stuttering. And the guy, buh, buh, buh, buh, buh, I mean

he just got real ly upset and uh, eyes started water ing, so then he

laid back on me with... 'cause I was going through a divorce, he laid

back on me, ah, well you're getting a divorce and you ain't no good,

but you know something, he was only a few months af ter that , he

stopped stuttering. Honest to God.

Why did the newsletter end, and when did it end?
Ah, well there were a couple of periods in there, ah, like I remember

the re was some d iscuss ion . . . we had s ta r ted wr i t i ng abou t th ings

outs ide the plant too. See there were two guys, wel l , maybe three

that were more political than that one time I had known.

You can name anybody, I'm not going to use names?

Well that was involved in s ixt ies or you know the radical stuff that
comes to the plant, and ah, there was a little bit of disagreement
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with them.

Q Your talking about me and Jerry?
A Ye a . W e l l n o t j u s t y o u e v e n , V i c a n d a h , l i k e t h e r e w a s s o m e

disagreement there and we started ta lk ing a l i t t le b i t about outs ide

things, we'd throw some things in, maybe at that t ime, talking about
South Af r ica , tha t was. . . I 'm not even sure th is was the t ime you

were the re , bu t we d id s ta r t d i scuss ing some th ings tha t we ren ' t

rea l l y re la ted to the p lan t , bu t they— So fo r some o f the regu lar
guys tha t rea l l y weren ' t tha t deep in po l i t i cs , i t was a l i t t l e ha rd
for them to s tar t ta lk ing about th ings that rea l ly d idn ' t invo lve the

p lan t . I mean even ta l k abou t a coa l m ine r t ha t was pa r t o f t he
union, that might even of been a l i tt le to... seem like it was radical

to them. We had started talking about some other things outside the

plant , ah, and then, I th ink you and Jerry at that t ime, there was
some other guys running for union offices too, and ah, i t was more

i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e m , i t h a d b e c o m e c l e a r t o u s t h a t i t w a s m o r e

important to them, their loyalty was to these caucuses and their own
p e r s o n a l g a i n , i t w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t f o r t h a t t h a n i t w a s t o b e

invo l ved , o r you know. . . t hey wan ted i t bo th ways . They wan t t o

be long to tha t and do th is and have everybody suppor t jus t there
c a u c u s , t h e i r o n e p a r t i c u l a r c a u c u s . A t t h e t i m e , t h e r e w a s

d isagreement over tha t . . . We l l t he news le t te r shou ldn ' t , t ha t ' s the

way I'd see it, maybe I'm wrong.
Q I 'm not do ing a h is tory as such, I 'm do ing your s tory, and I ' l l p ick

stories from different parts. We're talking a lot on this because I

>v
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don't have anything on the newsletter for the book, and then, we're

going to talk about other things which wil l be much easier. So there
was disagreements between two of the folks...

Ye a , b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s s o m e o u t s i d e p o l i t i c s t h e r e . T h e y b o t h

belonged to organizat ions. I 'm not even sure when I learned about.
You know I knew about your position and Jerry's, but I'm not sure when

exactly it was when I learned this stuff. I knew some things, but ah,
I knew some things.

Well Vic, myself, and Joe, we stopped working with the newsletter in

like 74.

Yea. We l l , you had ideo log ies tha t were a l i t t l e b i t d i f fe ren t f rom

each other, probably a lot, I know you had been together at one time.

I just happened to learn some things about you, so ah, I think there

was some need for you to put some of that input from your group into

the newsletter, and maybe for the newsletter to become more political,

in that way. . Ah, I think it was hard for the newsletter to go, it was

hard for the newsletter to go into that. Hard for the people 'cause,

ac tua l l y I 'm g l ad i t was t oo . Because ah , a t t he t ime t he re was
that... everybody started being called communist and things because of

your's or Jerry's ideals. And at the time, to me, what the newsletter

meant, even... I might even had tendancies, at the time of was kind of

explor ing you and I was explor ing Jerry. But at the t ime, to me, i t
seemed l ike ah, the newsletter was a tool for anybody, I don't how

t h e y f e l t y o u k n o w, i f y o u w e r e t h e r e a n d y o u b e l o n g e d t o a n

organization, you could express your views there. If Jerry was there,
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a n d h e w a s . . . t h a t w a s a l r i g h t . A s l o n g a s i t w e n t a r o u n d a n d

everybody discussed it , but to become anyone in part iculars poli t ical

ideolog ies, a t that t ime I 'd never seen the newslet ter as becoming

any th ing bu t wha t i t was . Ah , bu t I t h i nk maybe you o r Je r r y o r
w h a t e v e r w a n t e d i t t o b e . I d o n ' t t h i n k . . . I t h i n k J e r r y d i d t o o ,

but at that t ime, i t d idn' t come out that way to me, the feel ing of

t h a t d i d n ' t . I d i d n ' t k n o w i f J e r r y q u i t e — I k n e w a b o u t J e r r y ' s

involvement, but I didn' t feel l ike he was doing that, but I fel t l ike

maybe you were doing it at the time.

Q We l l I w a s . I o p e n l y s a i d i t , I d o n ' t t h i n k I h i d i t . I d o n ' t t h i n k
I did anyway.

A Yea , I t h ink Je r ry. . . I mean Je r ry wou ld o f a lways l i ke to o f done

t h a t , b u t I . . .

Q He had different views.
A A t t h a t t i m e , I f e l t l i k e , I l i k e t h e n e w s l e t t e r . . . I l i k e w h a t t h e

newsletter had done, and I liked it, and ah, I liked being able to not

cut off people who belonged to it, and I felt that would cut 'em off.

Q So why does it not exist in 1986, 87?
A Why doesn ' t i t ex i s t? Ah , we l l . . .

Q Why did you get out of the newsletter?
A That 's something to th ink about there. I never real ly d id th ink about

it. I think what happened though, the ah, we had the concessions come

up and...

Q What year was this?
A Shoot, I don't even know.
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Q 1981?
A There was a lot of... I mean things going on from the newsletter and

between that time and the time that Debbie exists no more. Ah, there

was lot of. . . to me fun things, l ike I got more invovled and started

to going to demonstrations.

Q What kind of demonstrations?
A Oh, I wen t to the . . . F i r s t we s ta r ted go ing to I t h ink maybe Je r ry

pulled me in with this group in his own way, but that was fine 'cause

everybody in the newsletter wasn't doing that. But it became to where
more and more were. But I went to ah, trying to remember my first

one. Ah heck, one time I went just down to Indiana to an Essex Water

str ike that we took up a col lect ion for. But. . .

Q They workers who were on strike from Essex Water?
A Yea. We went down to march in the picket l ine. I started marching, I

remembered Chrysler workers they had a heat walkout and I went down

there. You know, it was kind of neat to me.

Q Did you think you would make a big change in the auto industry, in the
union?

A T th ink maybe I saw where. . . I don ' t know, the t imes were k ind o f

f u n n y, I t h i n k a t o n e p o i n t I d i d , w h e n R e a g a n g o t R i g h t w h e n

Reagan got elected they had that all people's congress then and I went
t o t h a t . A n d I w a s n ' t s u r e w h a t w a s g o n n a h a p p e n , b u t I r e a l l y

thought that things were gonna be different after that or more radical
with people all over 'cause there was so many in the country that I
felt like people were really hurting what he was gonna do. And ah,
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a f t e r Wa t e r g a t e , y o u k n o w a l l t h a t s t u f f g o i n g o n , I r e a l l y f e l t

l i k e . . . W e l l , I w e n t t o a d e m o n s t r a t i o n t o o , t h a t m a r c h o n t h e

Pentagon or whatever and that was first real big demonstration I went
to. And I guess I was kind of impressed you know al l the people's

congress. And I , I was a l i t t le inspi red there, I thought maybe. . . I
wasn't so sure of where we was going and I was of everything falling

apa r t , k i nd o f , so t o speak . 'Cause rea l l y, t o t e l l you t he t r u t h ,
w h i l e I w a s g o t i n v o l v e d i n t h e p o l i t i c p a r t , I w a s n ' t s o s u r e I

wanted any of these people, you or Jerry, I wasn't so sure I was ready

to l i ve l i ke tha t , even though I s ta r ted l ea rn ing a l l t hose th ings ,

and you know for even a while I believed it was nice for people to

share and everybody l i ve a l i ke a l l tha t . By th is t ime, I wasn ' t so

sure I really wanted to live at.

How did you perceive Jerry and myself living?

N o t h o w y o u w e r e l i v i n g ? O h , t h e r e w a s a d i f f e r e n c e i n h o w I

perceived you guys living as to maybe what your organizations wanted
t o l i v e l i k e . L i k e I ' l l t e l l t r u t h , b a c k t h e n , I a l w a y s s t u c k . . . I

went to couple of your things and... you want me to?

Sure!

I r emember I wen t t o Je r r y ' s , okay I ' l l g i ve you an i dea o f i t . I

started going to Jerry's things. Now I 'd go up to Jerry's things and

I ' d s t a r t f e e l i n g r e a l , y o u k n o w I t o l d y o u I d i d n ' t h a v e t h a t

e d u c a t i o n , I s t a r t e d n o t f e e l i n g s m a r t o r n o t h i n g , b u t I s t a r t e d

feeling not so stupid, like hey, I can do some of these things; I can
write, you know I started really learning things I never learned in
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schoo l . I s ta r ted s tudy ing a l i t t l e b i t o f my Eng l i sh book , how to

wr i te ; and h is tory, look ing up th is up , learn ing what 's go ing on in
t h i s c o u n t r y o r t h a t c o u n t r y . I t w a s r e a l l y n e a t , b u t I s t a r t e d

realizing when I was going down to Jerry's office, every... I mean if

you blew your nose the right, someone would say, boy you're doing a
fine job, that 's the best nose blower I 've ever seen anybody done.

A n d a f t e r a w h i l e , I g o t k i n d o f w h e r e . . . I s t a r t e d s e e i n g t h e s e

other people coming in. And I noticed they were doing that to them,

and them, and pretty soon, I got sick of that. You know, it was like,

it was l ie. Don't tel l me, you know what I mean, it was sucking me

i n . I d o n ' t n e e d t h a t , I s t a r t e d r e a l i z i n g t h e re w a s so me th i n g t o

that, and ah, you know like patting people on the back and I mean if

they could of drawn a straight l ine they... or whatever they did, they

gave him...
So you star ted having a mixed react ion. On one hand i t was very

he lp fu l , and d id he lp you ge t some th ings toge ther, s ta r ted us ing

things. On the other hand, all that support seemed a little too much,
it didn't seem honest enough?

Wel l , I was en joy ing the work a t the news le t te r fo r awh i le the re .

And, l ike when I got invovled, they weren't as fussy as I was, l ike

Jerry and Fred Mil ler, you know what Jerry 's l ike, he's a slob. And
I'd get in a lot of arguments with 'em over... He'd say well we don't

got the time to fuss with this, and I'd say Jerry, I'm not gonna print
t h i s , I d o n ' t w a n t t o p r i n t t h i s ' c a u s e i t a i n ' t r i g h t . S o I s t a r t e d

putting this in this order. If were gonna do this, we're gonna do it
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r igh t o r don ' t even bo ther do ing i t . You know, I s ta r ted no t even

gonna get invo lved in th is , i f th is i s the k ind o f s loppy work you
d o . I s a i d t h i s a i n ' t t h e w a y I ' m w o r d i n g t h i s s t u f f , d o n ' t e v e n

bother putting that down if you got to change the words and do this

and that, I want a good thing here. We really want these people to

enjoy reading this. So, you know, that other part, I knew there was a
cer ta in ge t t ing sucked in to th is g roup . You know, in o ther words ,

they were sucking people up into this group. I learned alot from it ,
that 's what I sa id ear l ier, I learned a lot , and at the same t ime, i t

was that manipulat ion there. And them, at the same t ime, I went to

one of your meetings, and I remember Rosa Tubar(?) was there.

Who?

Rosa Tubor(?). And we were all sitting around in a circle, and I said

oh boy this is another newsletter meeting, and everybody's gonna talk

and i t 's a l l turnaround. And i t was one of those study groups, just

for fun or whatever, but I sat down and everybody star ted ta lk ing.

But by this time, I had been so fed up with some of the shit they were

doing to me... Some the stuff the way Jerry's stuff did in sucking me
i n . I r e a l i z e d t h e r e w a s a c e r t a i n s u c k i n g i n t o t h i s s t u f f . S o ,

when I sat down with Rosa Tubor(?), and all this stuff was going in a

c i r c le , I rea l i zed . . . I was smar ted enough a t th i s t ime , to rea l i ze
that she wasn't as interested in my, my questions as she was as she

was t ry ing to get me to answer 'em the way she wanted me to. I

real ize that she was t ry ing to make me answer the quest ions in a

certain way. You know, we'd start talking about something, and she
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had a manipulative way of making me answer the question the way she

wanted, or getting her kind of response.

Q I t 's just that I cal led Rosa just recent ly and she's the same person
in the world to think that that's what she was doing, even though we

all know that's how it's perceived at various times.

Well maybe it was me. It might of been...

I unders tand what your say ing , i t ' s no t impor tan t , I 'm not here to

argue about that.
Well, what I'm saying is, at the time, that's where my mind was. And
I realize in organizations, there's some propaganda there, and if your

gonna get people... I mean you know, later on I learned these things,
I mean I do. I suppose I was doing it when I was going down the line

ta l k i ng to peop le . I mean I t a l ked to peop le and tha t ' s a human

th ing . But a t the t ime, I d idn ' t see i t tha t way. I was look ing fo r
this nice kind of thing we had in the newsletter.

How come you're not involved now?

We l l . . .
Do you not care about the folks at the plant anymore? Are there no

i s s u e s i n S o u t h A f r i c a ? ~ .

I rea l l y don ' t .

What?

I don't care about the people at the plant that much any more. Not on

a po l i t i ca l l e ve l . Un less some th i ng happens , I you know, I . . . I t ' s

kind of funny, I go and see a movie or a situation... I ' l l watch type

t.v. now or, or. . . I don' t know exact ly what I 'm try ing to say. But
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I'll watched a good movie, Platoon, and ah, which I thought it was...

Well no movies are particularly, or particularly profound to me, but I

ge t some th ing ou t o f any th ing I wa tch now. Bu t one n igh t I was

watching Platoon, and ah, some times I worry about my sanity. I ah, I
watched Platoon, and I thought i t was a kind of a more realist ic of
what happened in Vietnam. But as I watched the movie, more than to

see what was going on there, it made me realize, or you know, I think

about these things all the time, but I looked at it, and as I watched

these people in this movie Platoon, I could see al l the guys in my

area . I cou ld k ind o f fi t the i r pe rsona l i t i es in to these peop le and

see how easy it was for something like to happen and how ah there

would be one rotten guy there, and how easy it is for maybe some

people to become rotten too. And ah, you know like they might start

kicking some poor guy that maybe doesn't look the same as they do, and

ah, I can see how easy it is for that one rotten guy for charisma he

has, to make these other guys come up and put their macho or whatever

i t i s , on th i s one ind i v idua l o r someth ing . Tha t ' s how I see i t i n

that movie. And at the other times there some guys that don't give a

shit, but most of them are on dope. And" they feel" pretty good there,
or there is some guys who ain ' t on dope there. I could see al l of

t h e s e , y o u k n o w, l i k e p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n t h a t . I w a t c h e d a m o v i e ,
another movie later, the things I real ly don't want to watch, but for

some reason I'm drawn to seeing these things.

Q What do you mean?
A I go t cab le now, and they go t a l l these in te res t ing ta lk shows and

things. Sometimes I don't even want to watch the news, I'm just not



i n teres ted, but ah, fo r some reason, I end up watch ing th is s tu f f .
And I watched ah, a thing about the Nazi's, a documentary about the

Nazi's during World War II and they were more or less talking to this

one guy and he was talking, and ah, the one thing that he said that

was, it made me again, think of the plant, he was a Jew, and ah, I

always wondered why those six million Jews or whatever, why none of
them ever fought back? You know, to have... 'Cause actual ly, in my

mind, when I first went there, some of these foreman and you know,

rea l ly seemed l i ke some o f these Naz i so ld iers to me. They ' re so
cruel and mean. And ah, maybe it's the mentality I see, but ah, this

guy he said that most of the people were so weak, under-nourished or
whatever, that i t was just a , not just the i r bodies, but the i r minds
that it was so easy to march into those ovens. You know, people often

wondered how they could just walk into them, and he said it was so

easy ' cause the i r m inds and the i r bod ies were so weak , j us t t he

thought of fighting back never entered into their minds. And he said,
one day a German Soldier S.S. guy looked at him, and he asked him, you

know a personal question, were you married or are you married? And

the guy said, ah, fie said yes, and the German soldier looked down at

him and said what would a woman ever see in you? And it was like ah,

this man wasn't even a human being. But even then, I can see, I can

see where, with people at the plant, I can see how easy it would be

for them to be like that. So my answer to my caring about the people

a t t h e p l a n t , I c a r e , b u t I ' m n o t . . . t h e y a l l h a v e t h e i r

personal i t ies, and at th is point , I 'm. . . I guess I 'm not that



34

in te res ted i n . . . un less t he re was a c r i s i s on finge r. I 'm j us t no t ,

to me, even though I had learned a lot of things and to be involved in

that , i t 's a lo t of sacr ific ing. At one t ime, I thought you know th is
was the thing to do, but I guess through my own personal things, there

was pain involved in al l this too. I think I 'm t i red of having people

watch me, all day long. And I'm also tired at a lot people that maybe

got me into this, somehow or another, they aren't there no more, or...

Q Where did they go?
A W e l l , t h e r e ' s . . .

Q Name them all.
A Name them all?

Q Ye s .
A Well I know Vic's gotta pretty good job now, which I 'm glad for 'em.

I think there was a lot of pain for him.

Q What is he doing good?
A Computers.

Q You like working with computers for the company?
A Yea, next door. But I . . . There was a lot of t imes he didn' t work, or

was on medical. I don't say that I don't blame him, 'cause there's a

lot of pressure at work when you're a radical or you know, there's a

lo t o f p ressu re the re . Ah Je r ry, Je r r y ' s on med ica l re t i r emen t , o r

whatever, and ah, you know it's , he went through a lot there, and I
can ' t say, I can ' t say tha t I don ' t b lame fo r. . . there was a lo t o f

pressure for h im. But I feel l ike I 'm lef t there a lone. . .
Q Name some others, Reed is know on salary.



m 35
* A
W\ Q

VI

. A

VI Q
. A

Reed's on salary.

I wan t to name them because I th ink i t pa in ts a p re t t y impor tan t

p ic tu re .
Yea, Reed's on salary.

Working computers.
Yea. There really weren't too many people really involved in the deep

stuff. I was surprised how I got ah, as deeply involved as I was, I

guess I was one of the top guys and I never realized it until I have
this st igma now of being a communist. But easier to deal with now

d a y s . I l a u g h a b o u t i t . B u t I s t i l l g e t a s t i g m a o f b e i n g — S e e ,
that one of the reasons why I real ly don't care about the people. I

m e a n , I ' v e b e e n c a l l e d , I ' v e b e e n . . . n o t j u s t t h e s t u f f I w e n t

through with the company, but when people just about spit on you at
work a l l day, i t rea l ly ah. . .

Q What do you mean, spit on you?
A Well, every day you^ get this, I guess maybe it 's because I'm one of

the guys st i l l working, and maybe because there ain' t anybody else

there, maybe i t 's l ike you're the only guy left , and maybe i t 's a lot
easier to pick on you or something, I don't know. But, except I don't

mind picked on, except as long as I am, I really don't care to put my

neck out. 'Cause al l the people that I used to get involved for, ah,

turned around and pretty much, don't think too much of me. Whereas, I

felt l ike I, I don't deserve a pat on the back, but ah, some people

are pretty cruel to you after maybe some things you done for 'em. I

figured maybe I... see like I feel like I could take care of myself.
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Q Yo u h a v e fi f t e e n y e a r s i n t h e p l a n t n o w , w h a t k i n d o f c h a n g e s h a v e y o u

s e e n . D o y o u s e e t h e u n i o n a s h a v i n g c h a n g e d o v e r t h e s e fi f t e e n

y e a r s ? W h e r e d o y o u s e e t h e u n i o n g o i n g i n t h e n e x t fi f t e e n y e a r s ?

How has i t changed?

A W e a k .

Q I s i t w e a k e r t h a n i t w a s b e f o r e ?

A Ye a . E x c e p t t h a t I ' m n o t s u r p r i s e d b e c a u s e I m a y b e a f e w t i m e s t h e r e ,

b u t w a y b a c k , I m i g h t h a v e f e l t l i k e i t w a s g o o d , b u t i t d i d n ' t t a k e

l o n g b e f o r e I r e a l i z e d i t w a s , I m e a n i t , I t h i n k f r o m t h e d a y I w a s

t h e r e , i t w a s g e t t i n g w e a k e r a n d w e a k e r . B e c a u s e i t s e e m e d l i k e e v e r y

t i m e . . . s e e I s t a r t e d g o i n g t o a l l t h e s e a h , l i t t l e s t r i k e s h e r e a n d

t h e r e , a n d a f t e r a w h i l e , I g o t t i r e d o f g o i n g t o ' e m b e c a u s e n o o n e

w a s w i n n i n g . I m e a n a h , w h e n p e o p l e w e n t b a c k w o r k , t h e y w e n t b a c k

w i t h n o t h i n g a f t e r b e i n g o u t a l o n g t i m e . T h e s e y o u k n o w , j u s t a b o u t

e v e r y o n e I e v e r s e e n g o b a c k t o w o r k , w e n t b a c k w i t h l e s s t h a n w h a t

t h e y w e n t o u t w i t h .

Q W h a t w o u l d y o u l i k e t o s e e t h e u n i o n d o i n t h e n e x t s i x y e a r s ? W h a t

i s i m p o r t a n t t o y o u i n t h e p l a n t ? H a s t h e c o m p a n y c h a n g e d m u c h i n t h e

l a s t t e n o r fi f t e e n y e a r s ? ' ~ ~

A Y e a . O h , i t ' s a l o t n i c e r . I m e a n , i t m i g h t s o u n d f u n n y . . .

Q N o , I h e a r y o u . Te l l m e w h a t d o y o u s e e t h a t i s n i c e r ?

A I t ' s r e a l l y n i c e , b u t I t h i n k a h h e c k I g o t t h i n g s , y o u k n o w , a c t u a l l y

w h e n I g o t i n v o l v e d , t h e r e w e r e t h i n g s t h a t I a c t u a l l y y o u k n o w . . . I

r a n f o r e l e c t i o n s a c o u p l e o f t i m e s , a n d I w o u l d a c t u a l l y t h i n k i n m y

b r a i n . . . O n e t i m e I r a n f o r p r e s i d e n t .
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Q You ran for president of a local?
m A Yea, and I real ly took that serious. And ah, I think everybody in the

newsletter thought that was funny. But that was an independent thing

I did. But I didn' t take i t ser ious that I was gonna win, but I took

i t ser ious to wr i te a good bu l le t in , and took i t ser ious enough to

pass it out, but I also had things on my mind back then what I would
^ e n v i s i o n i t w o u l d b e l i k e . A n d i t ' s a l m o s t l i k e t h a t r i g h t n o w.

Q In what way?
IVI
I A Well heck, we got air conditioned break rooms all around the plant.

Q Break rooms?
L A Well you know, al l around the plant.

w Q Where you watch t.v. and coffee?

A Yea, we got air conditioned rooms, we got television, heck we even got

these televisions on the l ine now, the areas are a lot cleaner. They
took t ime to put a mat down to walk on for my feet. I think that...

VI
we l l the superv is ion t reats you a lo t bet ter, I 'm not so sure there

p i a i n ' t s o m e t h i n g e l s e t o d o w i t h t h a t , t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e s t u c k w i t h
1 m e , n o t j u s t f o r f o u r m o n t h s , b u t a l l y e a r l o n g . I t h i n k t h e r e , t h e y

m- " don't want to bother me too much, or anybody else. But the atmosphere

is a lot n icer, except that underneath al l that, I know there's other

L p l a n s t h a t t h e c o m p a n y h a s .

m Q What kind of other plans?
A Well, I know they'd like to get rid of a lot people, you know.

Q What do you mean, just ride him?
A I 'm not so sure, I real ly don' t know. I know through attr i t ion maybe,

«P)
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I think that the union pretty well takes a stand on the firing, which

has been the only real good the unions been able to do since I've been

there . They 've a lways had s tand on t ry ing no t fo r anybody to ge t

fired, at least to get 'em back. Ah, I lost t rack.

Q You were ta l k ing abou t how the cond i t i ons changed ; eas ie r, be t te r

atmosphere.
A Oh I just know automation's coming.

Q Have you seen a lot of automation in your area, and what does it mean
to you?

A N o t y e t . J u s t l i t t l e b i t s a n d p i e c e s o f i t .

Q Do you have an older daughter?
A Yea she's th i r teen, that 's my step-daughter. You know, I know these

things are coming, and ah...

Q Do you think you'll retire or what will happen to you?
A Yea, I guess. I guess maybe what I 'd do, is I 'd t ry to . . . see I 'm, I

am a, I 'm a, see r ight now, I 'm just t ry ing to l ive. I have a wi fe,

ac tua l ly, a new fami ly, and I 'm t ry ing to . . . what 's impor tan t to me
now is being comfortable. See my wife would of never, the one I have

now, she would never mind, she's been... she's been, she went to some

of the places with me to watch, and you know, my ex-wife, maybe she

resented me being involved. The wife I have now, would be behind me

all the way, no matter what I did. I mean, I could out, and go to all

these demonstrations and do all these things, but see I'm comfortable

now, and ah, I think maybe I try to fog some of these things out from

my self. Sometimes I don't want to think about what's coming down the
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r o a d . I w a n t t o t h i n k t h a t i n fi f t e e n y e a r s f r o m n o w, I ' m g o n n a

retire, I'm gonna take my boat out there...
That's a nice boat. What kind of boat is it?

It 's a Sylvan, but i t 's you know I try to build up for my retirement.

I have, you know, there's a word way up there, all these passings I

used to think of are gonna come true.

Q How serious the crisis is and how things are gonna get really bad.
A Yea. And I 'm been in bad shape before. And ah, l ike I was saying,

she'd let me do it, i f that's what I wanted to do, I 'd be able to do

i t . B u t a h , t h i s i s , I ' m t r y i n g t o p l a n t o w a r d s e n j o y i n g m y l i f e .

S e e , w h e n I fi r s t g o t i n v o l v e d i n t h i s s t u f f , I w a s I a l w a y s
cri t icized you or Jerry or somebody that when you first get involved

you. . . l ike I rea l ly cared about peole, but a f ter a whi le , i t gets to
where you.. . I started enjoying the fight more than I . . .

Q I remember you telling me that.
A And ah, sometimes you forget the reason you got involved in the first

place. And well, now... I forgot what I was going to say.
Q Let 's go on the home front a l i t t le, okay? Then we'l l go back to the

p lan t .
A Well oh anyways, anyways, the reason I got in pol i t ics 'cause I care

about people and things, and I actually thought that by doing that I

would better my l i fe. Or you know, I would do i t dignity, that I had

some self-respect, and I wasn't gonna let these foremans or anybody

take that away from me. I would rather be out on the street at the

time, then have someone treat like a dog, and I didn't like anybody
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else being treated like a dog there. I guess maybe the biggest thing,

I never did get into in this thing, was what got me involved is how

people t ry ing to take other people 's se l f - respect away. . . and that 's

something I never wanted done to me. I'm... the reason I got involved
was to bet ter my l i fe . I mean, th is is how I want to l ive, and so,

n o w t h a t I ' m , y o u k n o w I ' m r i c h , b u t I ' m c o m f o r t a b l e . I h a v e a

ce r ta i n , ma in goa l i n my m ind , i s j us t t o r e l ax and have a n i ce

retirement. And I would that everybody could do this, and maybe I try
t o f o g t h i s o u t t h a t a h , a l l t h e s e b a d t h i n g s t h a t h a p p e n . B u t

somewhere deep inside, I know that... I know the process of evolution

in everything, the auto, the governments, societies, I know there's an

evolut ion to al l of that. And I know that things got to change. And

I know how easy al l these things that the union fought for can be

tooken away. Reagan's gonna do that. So, I know that if I have... I

th ink that a t ime people in the p lant thought that . . . I th ink they ' re

learning that now too. People in these plants thought hey I got this
ret i rement benefit , I got th is , and th is is the law. And I th ink they

t h o u g h t t h a t w a s g o n n a b e f o r e v e r. A n d I t h i n k t h e y c o m e t o . . .

They're beginning to understand how easy someone can take that away
from 'em.

Q When you were coming up... Where were you born, where did you go to

elementary school, what did your folks do? When were you born?
A I was bo rn . . .

Q Yo u ' r e a r e s t i l l s m o k i n g L u c k y S t r i k e s , o n e o f t h e f e w p e o p l e

remaining.
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A Ye a . I w a s b o r n i n H i g h l a n d . I n H i g h l a n d P a r k . I t w a s D e t r o i t

Receiving or one of those hospitals. But I was from, I grew up out in
Monroe, Michigan at Stoney Pointe, on the lake. I l ived there unti l I
was about twelve years old, eleven or twelve years old. I know i t 's

kind of funny to say this to some people, but I think I 've kind of...

I wasn't no farm boy or nothing, but I was out there in the country.

I go out into the woods and, but my mom and dad both worked. My dad

had two jobs.

Q What kind of jobs?
A My dad had quite a few jobs. He was a taxi cab driver and a bartender

a l l a t one t ime, I guess . A t the t ime I when I was growing up, I

didn't know these things. But ah, he was only home on the weekends.

'Cause we l ived way out there in and he worked in Detroi t . At the

time, the expressway wasn't there, i t was quite a r ide. At the t ime,
I didn't realize that was why he away from me. But he... I guess he

had a coup le jobs . Bu t he 's had a lo t o f d i f fe ren t jobs . He even

worked at Fords one t ime. But that didn' t last very long. Then, my

mother worked pretty much and my sister watched me. I had a sister

and older brother, but my sister watched me, but she was pretty young,

twe lve . I th ink e leven or twe lve she watched me. So I wou ld run

around all day out there you know doing what I wanted to do til five

o'clock when my mother got home.

Q What is your ethnic background?
A Well, I know my grandfather, that goes along, I really respected him,

but he came from Missouri and ah I guess he had a house out there in
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Monroe. That was more l ike, there were cot tages out there, i t was

r ight on Lake Er ie. And ah, but he l ived down in Detro i t down on
Verno r and L i ve rno i s f o r l i ke fi f t y yea rs , fi f t y o r more yea rs . Bu t

al l the neighbors used to go.. . I guess maybe some of the ways I

feel, have a lot to do with my grandfather, because we used to go into
there on the holidays and everybody used to go there. My mom and dad

both come, I guess in those it would be huge families, but there were

seven children or more on each side. But it was like everybody went
to my grandfathers, I mean even neighbors and I mean we even had some

Gypsies. They would go out and get them, and they would come play,
and a lot of people in that neighborhood knew my grandfather. He...

Yo u k n o w i t w a s t h e y w e r e . . . H e s t r u g g l e d a l o t b a c k i n t h e

dep ress ion , a l l t hose t h i ngs . I r emember one t ime , s t o r i es abou t

sel l ing.. . going out and catching carp and br inging i t in and sel l ing
'em. And s tea l ing coa l o f f the coa l cars and th ings l i ke th is . Bu t

a h , y o u k n o w, h e w a s k i n d o l d f a s h i o n e d w o r k i n g c l a s s k i n d o f

fee l ing . And ah . . . I guess tha t ' s when I l i ved ou t in Monroe, tha t
was a real... I mean we didn't have a bath tub, I had to take a bath

i n a w a s h t u b . -

In a wash tub. Did you have indoor plumbing?

We had indoor plumbing, but the bath tub. I remember when we would

come into Detroi t we would take a regular bath. I t was l ike a real

luxury.
Then you got married. Where did you go to high school?

Yea, then I moved to well. . . I t ain't that important, but I moved up,



43

VI

Q
TH A

îm
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my dad had dug tunnels. . . Worked digging tunnels and al l k inds of

junk like that and then, my dad moved back in, I was kind of really

mad, I didn't like him too much at that time, 'cause he was only home
on the weekends so when he was home he was hard. He was a real

bastard. I t was l ike i t was al l discipl ine on the weekend, but I had

a bal l during the week. But ah, so he got a job for a construct ion

company... somebody in the family. So we moved up to Clarkston. I
l i ved r ight next to P ine Knob Sk i Lodge. But ah, I rea l ly, I d idn ' t

wan t h im a round . I t hough t i t was go ing to be a l l d i sc ip l i ne , bu t

t h a t d i d n ' t l a s t f o r r e a l l o n g a n d w e e n d e d u p w o r k i n g f o r

construction, we moved down to Detroit. And stil l was around twelve,
t w e l v e y e a r s o l d o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . A n d a h , i t k i n d o f

f r ightened me to move to the c i ty, you know, I heard a lot of bad

s t o r i e s , b u t a h , I l i k e d i t . I t w a s r e a l c l o s e r. O h , w h e n I l i v e d
out in Monroe, I went to Jefferson Elementary School. Then, I ended

up going to, when I did move to Detroit, I went to Cody High. But I

lost a lot of it at Cody.

I taught at Cody.

You did?

S u b s t i t u t e . I t a u g h t a t C o d y i n 1 9 7 0 . I r e m e m b e r i t v i v i d l y. Yo u

were out, you had just gotten out right?

I think it was 69.

You were born in what year?

52. But ah, I moved to Detroit and that was a working class, a real

work ing c lass neighborhood. I l iked l iv ing there. At first , I was a
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l i t t l e wo r r i ed , bu t t hen I fi t r i gh t i n . And ah . . .

Q What did you think you would do when you were in high school?? Did

you have any dreams, expectations, or hopes?
A N o t r e a l l y .

Q Any heros or T.V. programs?
A Any heros? Wel l see, I got in to music, I p layed in a band. When I

w a s ( ) I w a s n ' t t h e r e v e r y l o n g , I s t a r t e d a b a n d . A n d l i k e

we were really were, you know like we did really good. I stayed with

that unt i l I got marr ied.

Q What kind of band?
A Rock n ro l l . I mean we s ta r ted p lay ing Beat les mus ic , and I ah , I

learned how to play guitar. I always wanted to do it, and ah, so then

I picked... I went over to this guys house and he kind of knew how to

pick a little bit, so I taught him how to play out the cords. Then we
found this kid that played drums and we started doing that and just

started playing. We got pretty good. We— Our band played with Bob

Segar.

Q R e a l l y ?
A Yea. Way back when he had —heavy music. And~ ah, we got really- tight,

we were really good, I mean you know, towards the end there. Well

ac tua ly we were p re t t y good be fo re tha t . We p layed in Eas t land ,
Westland Shopping Centers. They would like have these rock concerts

and this guys father was the manager out there. And ah, there would

be l i ke five t housand peop le . And i t was rea l l y, r ea l l y. . . I guess

that was my big thing at the time.



45

Q Did you think you would be a rock star?
A We l l , f o r a wh i l e i t d i d , bu t I don ' t r ea l l y. A f t e r a wh i l e I go t so

in te res ted i n g i r l s , I Tha t ' s wha t go t me i n t r oub le .

Q What happened?
A Well, later on she got pregnant. But I mean...

Q How old were you?
A I th ink I wasn' t even seventeen then. So one day I was. . . We were

starting to be really be good in that band. Like even when we played
with even Bod Segar was towards the end there. But when we played

with Bob Segar, usually when you go out on stage, ah, and there is a

b i g b a n d l i k e t h a t t h e r e , u s u a l l y p e o p l e — a n d y o u p l a y f i r s t ,

they're booing you to get off the stage, but they didn' t do that. Of
course we used all of there equipment. But they didn't do that, they

l iked us. We had got ten real ly good. And, wel l . . . This guy. . . When

even got into during the r iots. I went down to the recording studio,

we were gonna record and al l that. But my gir l f r iend then, she got

pregnant, so I went down and applied for a job. So one morning when I
was get t ing up for school , my s is ter says, hey, somebody's on the

phone for you. So I went out there, answered the phone, and he said
Mr. Aubuchon you want a job? I said sure. So instead of going to

school, I just went to work. And ah, my dad didn't even know or my

dad. He didn't even know I was working til about two or three weeks

l a t e r .

Q What kind of job were you doing?
A The school ca l led. . . Just carpets, l ike the carpet c leaning th ing.
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And ah, so I did that.

Q How did you tell your parents that your first wife was...
A I d i dn ' t . I wo rked fo r l i ke . . . We l l t he schoo l ca l l ed a f t e r a coup le

of weeks, they'd ask me what is going on, why are you having problem.

My dad was always kind of mean, so, I thought well this is something,
b u t I j u s t s a i d a h , I ' m j u s t q u i t t i n g , n o t h i n g ' s g o n n a c h a n g e m y

m i n d . ' C a u s e s h e h a d n ' t s a i d n o t h i n g y e t e i t h e r. S o , e v e n t u a l l y,

she.. . i t came to point where she to ld her mom, then I to ld mine.

You know, sat 'em down and to ld 'em. And ah, at the t ime, I was

r e a l l y i n t o t h i s s u p p o r t i n g , y o u k n o w, l i k e t h i s i s m y o b l i . . . M y

thing my dad did teach me, was.. . I begin to wonder i f i t was the
s m a r t e s t t h i n g t o t e a c h m e , b u t h e t a u g h t m e t o t a k e o n m y

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . S o I w a s d e t e r m i n e d t o y o u k n o w. . . t a k e o n m y

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y. A n d I d i d i t .

Q What does that mean to take on responsibility?
A Wel l , to go out and get a job . And I d idn ' t want the i r he lp e i ther.

I wen t and go t the job , go t me an apar tmen t , I d idn ' t . . . L i ke my

brother even he was.. . was i t twenty-two or twenty-three years old,

out of the service and he had to live with them. I didn't want no one

taking care of me. I wanted to take care of myself. So I did that.
Q Then you had another two children with your first wife?
A We had them later on. Doubt they was mine. Ideal but my you know

b e i n g y o u n g . M y w i f e h a d a g i r l f r i e n d w h o w a s h a v i n g a l l t h e i r
babies. So she kind of ta lked me into that . I d id that , I ended up

having three.
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Q Three chi ldren?
A Ye a . I r e a l l y e n j o y e d i t t h o u g h . I m e a n I r e a l l y h a d g o t t e n i n t o

the family, and I figured ah, when I did come to Fords and everything,

I always had this thing in my mind that I was gonna be an example for

my son or my children, that, you know what people always say, I want

my son to be better than me or... and all that well, my mind wasn't
l ike that. My mind was that I had to set the example. Not so much

h a v i n g a l o t o f m o n e y o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t , b u t t h a t r e s p e c t . I
really don't know where it came from, whether ever it was from friends
or something. 'Cause I really, even though my dad was responsible for

some other reasons, you know put t ing some responsib i l i t ies on me

maybe, ah, I didn't really respect him that much for a lot of things.
How many years have you been married for your second marriage?

Oh i t 's been.. . I l ived wi th her for a whi le, so i t 's been about ten

years, and I've married about three years.
And your son is now a year and three months?

Right.
And you have a step-daughter who is how old?

T h i r t e e n . — -

When you think of your son's future, what do you want for them?

I thought about them a l i t t le bit , ah...

How is this family going to be different from your other family?

Okay, before I used to worry about being that example, ah, I'm not so
sure what my son has, even more I had my son, I wasn't really sure

that was the wise thing to do. I knew my wife wanted to have a
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child. And I kind of wanted to have a son of my own...

P* Q You were just talking about being divorced, it 's more like being a...

A Oh yea w i t h my. . . R i ck I ' l l t e l l you t r u th , t ha t ' s go ing t o wo rse a

l i t t l e b i t , b u t . . .

Q Wel l , i f you don ' t m ind ta lk ing abou t i t . I t ' s impor tan t to you , and

you want to share it, that's fine.
P A O k a y. I g u e s s i t ' s i m p o r t a n t ' c a u s e i t ' s s o c i e t y. I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t

you are getting at in this book, so...
Q I 'm gett ing everybody's l i fe, what's important to them.
A Okay, I guess th is is impor tant , 'cause i f your go ing to wr i te about

J|j$B}' i t , and someth ing migh t . . . maybe I m igh t teach somebody someth ing , I

m d o n ' t k n o w . W h e n I g o t d i v o r c e d . . . I r e a l l y p u t a l o t i n t o b e i n g

married, I was married seven years the first t ime. There were points
ifii
I w h e r e I d i d n ' t w a n t t o b e m a r r i e d , b u t I r e a l l y g o t i n t o . . . A n d a
'e

mat te r o f . . . Oh, th is i s rea l l y gonna he lp you, when I was . . . Th is

L i s g o i n g b a c k , w h e n I w a s i n v o l v e d a n d g o t i n t o t h e p o l i t i c s o f

m t h i n g s , f r o m y o u , I g o t a l o t a b o u t w o m e n ' s l i b e r a t i o n . T h a t h e l p e d

me lea rn someth ing . Bu t wha t I d i d , I mean I r ead Rosa ' s s tu f f ,

al though I didn't agree with that l i t t le group, I did absorb alot from

y o u r a r t i c l e s . A n d t h i s i s a c t u a l l y k i n d o f i m p o r t a n t t o p u t i n t o
PFI

here, I learned about women, and one day I come home to my wife, my

m ex-wife, and I said you know, I'm going out here and I'm spending some
t i m e a w a y f r o m h o m e , a n d y o u k n o w, d o i n g s o m e t h i n g I f e e l i s

p i m p o r t a n t , t h i s p o l i t i c s t u f f . I s a i d , b u t y o u k n o w I ' m i n t e r e s t e d i n
the woman where I work, you know, having a better place, and them
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being l iberated. And ah, I 'm in terested in the b lacks or you know,
al l these different things I was learning about. That 's when I say, I

d id learn something about i t . So I to ld her, I sa id wel l I sa id you

you know i f I 'm gonna go to work and I 'm do ing a l l th is s tu f f fo r
women's l iberation this and that, which I real ly felt , then I ought to

be home p rac t i c ing i t . So I wan t to t r y to be be t te r to you . And

that means, if you feel like you want to go someplace, you know, or

something l ike that, I feel you should be equal to me. Just tel l me
and I'll stay home and watch the kids, and I'll start doing some more

w o r k . S o w h a t I d i d , b e c a u s e o f t h e . . . i t fi n a l l y h i t m e , t h i s

w o m e n ' s l i b e r a t i o n s t u f f , t h a t a h , I s t a r t e d c l e a n i n g t h e h o u s e .

Help ing her c lean, which wasn ' t my nature, but I s tar ted c leaning,

doing all kinds of things. And ah, I would watch the kids, change the

d i a p e r s , b y t h i s t i m e I h a d t h r e e k i d s . T h e fi r s t o n e , I d i d n ' t

change no d iapers fo r. The second one, th is i s when th is s ta r ted

h a p p e n i n g , I . . . B u t I s t a r t e d r e a l i z i n g a s I w a s c h a n g i n g t h e s e

diapers and doing these things, I started real iz ing that there was a
more closeness, that that baby started looking to me. And I started

really enjoying taking on these jx^bs. I mean it learned me something,
but the only problem was, this became a real problem. Maybe this was

kind of... Could of ended up being the downfall in my first marriage.

A n d I k i n d o f p u t t h i s i n a l o t o f c a t e g o r i e s , b u t I r e a l i z e d I

started doing so much, that maybe my wife... she wasn't taking it the

way I was, as a good gesture. Maybe she star ted fee l ing l ike she
wasn't as important or something or something, I really don't know.

pi
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But I rea l ly s ta r ted en joy ing , when I s ta r ted do ing more th ings a t

home, and al l these th ings. But af ter a whi le, i t went to hel l . And

a h , s o a h , I t h i n k f r o m t h a t , I d o n ' t k n o w , I k i n d o f fi g u r e d

something out for myself. What I figured out was at ah, that you can

give somebody f reedom, but there someth ing e lse that comes wi th
f r e e d o m a n d i t ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y. A n d I k i n d o f a l w a y s f e l t a f t e r

that, like maybe the reason black have trouble today and women, 'cause
I k ind of look at women's l iberat ion as a movement, and the black

civi l r ights movement as a movement, but I k ind of look at 'em al l

k ind of that freedom thing, being free. Maybe their spir i t is free or

something, I don't know how to put that. But, I look maybe with some
of the black problems nowadays, maybe it's ah, that someone said hey,

I ' m m e a n t h e y ' r e n o t c o m p l e t e l y f r e e , b u t t h e y h a v e a l o t m o r e

freedoms and someone says hey you're free. But when these people

became f ree , t hey wen t w i l d some o f ' em. I ns tead o f t ak ing tha t

f reedom and having responsib i l i ty for i t , a lo t of 'em, I don' t even

think they understand what people did to get 'em that freedom.

Q What have they done?
A And instead of using that, they abuse it. I mean I see it . Sometimes

maybe I feel a l i t t le gui l ty l ike maybe I got some prejudice in me.
But I see a lot of 'em that don't want to work or don't want to do

t h i s , o r . . . a n d a h , t h e y ' r e a l w a y s c r y i n g t h a t y o u k n o w ,
discr iminat ion in th is and that , and I hear other whi te guys saying

this, and I feel l ike hey I 'm supposed to be kind of a l iberal here,
but I kind of feel that way myself sometimes. But that's how I feel
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with women too. I feel like hey, you know women, they all of a sudden

got all this freedom, so what happens, half of them are leaving their
husbands. And it's... Instead of saying hey I got some freedom to do

what I want to do, they were running out with al l the guys around.

Party time.
Did that happen in your situation?

I 'm no t su re , bu t I have my. . . I t h ink i t m igh t have happened . I t

has really, doesn't matter to me now.

There was a book written by a black women author, Alice Walker. The

name of the book was Let the Caged Birds Sing. What it is about, it

is a metaphor, Jimmy Bonzo(?) was talking about, he would say, blacks

struggled so hard for civil rights you know for a hundred, two hundred

years . Once these lega l changes took p lace , i t was l i ke le t t i ng a
herd out of a cage. I t didn't mean let everybody who was ready to

figure what the hell to do with it, as a matter of fact, they were not

ready. No people is ready when you get out of jail. But for some of
the reactions, it was a good metaphor what she used, because I think

t h a t t h e r e i s t r u t h t o i t . B e c a u s e d u r i n g t h a t , s l a v e s , r a c i s t s , I

mean "extreme racists, were not prepared for it. What did blacks ever

govern besides funeral homes and a few churches. Then it was corrupt
and Coleman Young is as sleazy as any Mayor Daly or anybody, he's

nothing special . When you look at the plant. . . Did you want to say

anything particularly more about your family right now?
Yea. There was somewhere I was going with that. Well, I don't mind

that what I was talking about, as far as my ex-wife being free,
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whatever, to me that has no... it doesn't matter now, but I don't look

a t tha t . Even a f te r I was a l l done w i th tha t , and re fe r r ing to the

black thing I was talk ing about, I real ly don' t mind after I thought,

and gave i t a lo t o f heavy thought , I don ' t mind that I can see. . .

A f te r I thought about th is , I cou ld see tha t the respons ib i l i t y and

the freedom, exactly what you said just now, I can understand why they

do do all these crazy things, I can understand why women, why it is

like it is. Not so much as being mad about it, because I got divorced

maybe over i t . But I can, I 'm thinking to myself maybe sometime in
t h e f u t u r e w o m e n w i l l b e a b l e t o l e a r n t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d

maybe...
Q Have a chance to learn on their own sense?
A And we l l , maybe the b lacks too w i l l have to learn . So I 'm, i t ' s no t

l ike something I 'm pissed about. But I learned it. But ah, there was

some way I was going, oh, so something else I learned after I got

divorced, then I wi l l finish this up, is that when I did get divorced,

see to me it's like being a uncle, like a lot of guys at work, I have

a lot of guys that ah, they got to see those kids every week, and they

get involved in this, this other l i fe that they had before. You know,

they get to 'em, something about that and there's always this batt le

going on for years and years. So when I got divorced, I seen myself
as that you know, like a part-time dad. Like my wife now, I told her

if anything ever happens between us, I won't be around, 'cause I'm not

gonna be a par t - t ime dad aga in . But tha t 's how I fee l . I s t i l l see

my kids, but I don't see my other kids every, you know, every other

ipi
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week and all that, and I told them why. I don't, I wish a lot of guys

would see that nowadays. I would rather have a regular environment

f o r my k i ds whe re t hey go t a . . . she ' s ma r r i ed aga in , t hey go t a

father, and I don't need for my kids coming to me and telling me what
he does to them and this and that. I 've accepted that I... what it is

like for me, because of the laws here. And you know, that men don't

get the ch i ld ren, so I ' ve accepted that par t o f be ing the par t - t ime
father and I only... I see my kids when I see 'em, and make it a good

t ime. And I know they don't . . . they're not gonna get from me, what

they would get if I was there, and I don't recommend for ah, I don't

recommend for guys to be that involved.

It's got to be such an emotional overload trying to take care of your

new family, and then, t ry to have al l th is. You know i f you try the

other way it's a very close, every weekend relationship with your kids

it makes it so confusing. It 's got to be so hard. I know people who

have al l d i fferent k inds of s i tuat ions.

I have a good relationship with my kids. But ah, this is like, I know

they're taken care of. They get their money from me, and ah, I know

they got a good fami ly over there . They ' re wel l -o f f , and I know i t
doesn ' t mat te r i f I was to knocko f f today, I know they ' re in good

shape . So t h i s he re , i s my l i f e , I 'm on t o a d i f f e ren t l i f e . Bu t I
do have a relationship with my other kids. And ah, they know who I

a m , t h e y a c c e p t . . . S e e , r e a l i s t i c a l l y I a c c e p t t h e y o u n g e r a i n ' t

gonna, but it's ah, in my heart I know, I wish them well. And I know
I' l l see 'em in the future.
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r Q In the plant, do a lot of people get divorced?
^ A Y e a .

Q D o y o u t h i n k t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e p l a n t a n d t h e o v e r t i m e
|Vj contributed to divorce or alcolholism or drugs?

A I th ink that they are so many th ings, I 'm sure i t does. But I mean,
fPI
L i f y o u l o o k a t t h e c o u n t r y n o w , t o d a y , a h , h o w m a n y p e o p l e a r e

p* weal thy, and I how many people are poor, I could say wel l i f I had a
m i l l i on do l l a r s , o r t en m i l l i on do l l a r s , I wou ld be mar r i ed fo r t he

(VI
j r e s t o f m y l i f e . B u t i t d o n ' t w o r k t h a t w a y . S o I d o n ' t t h i n k i t

m a t t e r s t h a t m u c h , I t h i n k w h a t m a t t e r s i s , a h , t h e r e a s o n f o r
(VI
L d i v o r c e s i s s o m a n y t h i n g s w o m e n ' s , l i k e w e w e r e t a l k i n g w o m e n ' s

f m l i b e r a t i o n , a h j u s t s o c i e t y i s d i f f e r e n t , i t ' s f a s t - m o v i n g , p e o p l e

have different expectations.
P Q What do you say when you are living comfortably now? What does that

mean to you? What did you do for Christmas, this last Christmas, was

L i t a comfor table Chr is tmas? When d id you get th is boat? What d id you
m p a y f o r t h i s b o a t ?

I don't pay much attention to those holidays except for where I have

to. My daughther, me and my wife wi l l get something l i t t le usual ly.

But usual ly by the t ime Christmas gets here, there's so many other

peop le to take o f tha t you don ' t have much t ime to take care o f
y o u r s e l f . A n d a h , s o y o u k n o w, d u r i n g t h e y e a r , i s u s u a l l y m y
C h r i s t m a s o r h e r C h r i s t m a s . T h i s y e a r I d i d b u y h e r a n i c e

television, and ah... what were you gonna say?
What did she get you?
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Well, I just got some shirts and things, but I got that boat.
You got a boat?

At the end of the year I got that boat . And I got these too ls out

here. I don ' t know, we do a l r ight . I w ish we d idn ' t have a l l these

ho l i days though , i t ' s rea l l y. . .
You have another business now as well as working the plant right?

Yea.
How much time does that take and if I can ask, how much income does

that bring?

W e l l , I h a v e t o t h i n k a b o u t i t . I t ' s n o t . . . W e g o t r i d o f o n e o f
' e m . I t ' s a j a n i t o r i a l s e r v i c e , I t a k e . . . A t o n e t i m e , I w o r k e d a t

the plant , but I don' t know I got into i t or sucked into i t , but ah,

me and her started out... she started out cleaning some houses and

somehow she ended up cleaning one office and somebody else asked her

to clean an office. And pretty soon, she's making almost as much as I

am, or she found out this one company was a big company, and ah, they
not on ly had one b ig office, but they had a whole bunch of o ther

l i t t le offices, and i t was l ike she came to me and she said, geez,

should we do this? And who's gonna help me... And I said, well maybe

I could try. She talked to her sister about it, and I said well I can

t ry i t , bu t I don ' t know. 'Cause I had done th is sma l l o ffice w i th
her. So she asked me how much to charge, and I had no idea. But I
had been in that c lean ing bus iness so, we had i t open where we

could... the first month we were gonna work down there and figure it

out, 'cause... So I went down there, I started, geez I hope they
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don ' t hea r t h i s . I ' ve gone th rough a l l t he i r. . . I f ound ou t how to

r e a d a l l t h e i r t e l e t y p e s . A n d t h e y h a d I b e t y o u I h a d b r o u g h t

home a stack this high and it would have ran all the way across that

wall of those computer paper. And I new somewhere in those millions

of pieces of paper, was the answer I was looking for. How much the

previous guy charged them. Some how I found it.

Q You don't want this in the paper?
A N o .

Q But you figured out what the other person charged...
A Well she was making about twenty-eight thousand.

Q A year?
A A yea r. Bun t hen you go t ce r ta i n expenses . I t was an expe r i ence

work ing w i th her. But I don ' t do tha t much now, except fo r floors
once in a while.

What gets you the angriest when you look at Ford Motor Company?

Right now?
Yes.
I hardly ever get angry at 'em anymore.

How about when you look at the union?

I don't really get at them either, but what I do, I accept and I have

a d i f ferent v iew of looking at i t . I found out a long t ime ago that

ah, at one time, I thought the union really wanted some people that
were wi l l ing to fight . I mean I thought th is. . . I guess i t goes back

to my grandfather, he was a pretty tough you know, standing up. And

p i w h e n I fi r s t g o t i n t o t h i s , I r e a l l y t h o u g h t t h a t . . . Yo u k n o w I
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h a d n ' t r e a l l y h a d t o fi g h t t o b e i n a u n i o n , b u t o n e I g o t i t I

thought wow, they really, they really want someone to stand up and
figh t and a l l tha t . Bu t i t d idn ' t take me too long to wa tch in the
areas the guys that were... I don't know any other way to put it, but

sucking the company's ass, were the same that the union guys were

looking for the same kind of guys to suck their ass. And to me, the

way I see i t today, is that a l l throughout the un ion, I mean there

might be a few cases, but I doubt it, that what happened somewhere,
that all these suck asses are now sitting down at the glass house. I

mean guys that really don't have a fighting thing in for 'em, but are

j us t s i t t i ng t he re , j us t en joy i ng t he i r l i ves , p robab l y t he way I 'm
enjoy ing th is one here. And ah, I don ' t see i t as a fight ing un ion

only a union that wants to just get by. And as they slowly sit there,

ge t t i ng by, tha t s low ly they ' re gonna be p icked apar t , wh i le the i r

just laying there doing just enough to get by. And ah, I don't...

Q Do you think you need the union in this shop?
A Yea . As long as they las t . Ah , I have , I don ' t f ee l l i ke i t ' s gonna

be that way, but...

Q You don't feel it 's going to be l ike what?

A Well , I 'm not sure what's ahead. As the union is now, I think to me

it feels like somethings gonna happen somewhere. I mean, you know I

t r ied to fog i t out, but I don' t know that 's gonna be people in the

union that do something to the union or somewhere. But as the union
is now, and the people that are running it, I see them slipping, and I

don't know what the people are gonna do, but I feel like the people in
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the plants or in the country whatever, somewhere along the line after

all this concessions and... there's a end to that somewhere. Whether
m i t 's gett ing involved in a war someplace or whatever is gonna happen.

You know there 's something that 's gonna happen there. But ah, as
H look ing for someone to pro tec t me or fight fo r me, I don ' t rea l ly look

a t i t t h a t w a y. I ' m j u s t t r y i n g t o g e t b y m y s e l f . B u t I d o n ' t s e e

[ m y s e l f p u t t i n g m y s e l f o n t h e l i n e f o r t h e u n i o n . B u t i f I h a v e t o g o
m o u t o n s t r i k e , I ' m s u r e I ' l l g o o u t a n d e n j o y i t w i t h ' e m . A n d

hopeful ly, they wi l l , you know, the longer they can with hold i t off ,

p is be t te r fo r me. I don ' t know what you meant by tha t , i f the un ion 's
a n a n s w e r f o r m e o r n o t . S e e ' c a u s e I ' m w o r k i n g w i t h t w o

(VI
| p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n s i d e o f m y s e l f . I ' m w o r k i n g w i t h t h e o l d . . . a l o t o f

m s t u f f I k n e w t h a t I w i s h I d i d n ' t . I a c t u a l l y w i s h I . . . I ' m g l a d I
l ea rned a l o t t h ings , bu t somet imes I w i sh I d idn ' t know a l l t h i s

m s t u f f , t h e n I ' d b e a d u m m y t h a t d i d n ' t h a v e t o s i t h e r e a n d w o r r y

a b o u t a l l t h e s e t h i n g s . B u t I t r y I d o n ' t t h i n k I w o r r y a w h o l e

lot, but somewhere in the back of my mind, I know I'm... Sometimes

maybe I'm crazy or something.

Q I th ink you ' re l ike most o f us, there are many aspects to who you
m are. There are points where one aspect is more important than another

and different parts come out depending on what you do.
v i

A I don't know, gosh, I real ly don't know.

^ Q How about the E.I. program, do you think much of that?
MjBftl

A Wel l , a f ter. . . I don ' t mean to br ing up your book, but a f ter read ing
^ J e f f B u r k e ' s . . . I k n e w t h e r e w e r e a l o t o f p e o p l e t h a t f e l t l i k e t h a t
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b u t . . .
Felt like what?
I think guys were real ly into that. And i t k ind of. . .

Are more people into that E.I. program?

A N o , n o t t h e m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e . I t h i n k s o m e o f ' e m l i k e i t I

mean I don't mind it. It's gotten me a few things.

Q What has it gotten you?
A Wel l , I do have a n icer a rea. I mean, bu t i t ' s the suck ing in see.

The company's giving me a nice mat to walk on, a nice cafeteria and

a l l tha t . But a l l the t ime I fee l l i ke i t ' s a suck ing in , and I th ink

everybody in the plant feels that way. Everybody knows... I shouldn't
say knows, 'cause I don't for sure, but everybody feels that the E.I.

program is l ike st ick ing a carrot under our nose. You know i t , but
ah, those few people like Jack.

Cooper?
Jack Cooper, don't mention his name. But after I read his article, he

rea l ly. . . I t ' s a lmost l i ke he can see there 's someth ing wrong. L ike
when he said that one day the union won't be here, and that everybody

will be salaried, and everything will be one sided is pretty much what

he was t a l k i ng abou t , and eve ry th i ng w i l l be . . . I t ' s t ha t k i nd o f ,

you got a person who don ' t want i t to be that way. But he does,
that's what I thought out of him. If he was gonna really think about

what that meant.

Q What did that mean?

A Well, see my brother works Diesels. I went to ah, the other night, I
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went to a Valentine's Dance.

G.M. Diesel?

Yea, I l ike. . . I 'm beginning to get a t my age where my brother is
always bugging me to be you know... They all like being close family,
I don ' t . I l i ke mind ing my own bus iness when i t comes to fami ly.

'Cause being to close of a family with brothers and sisters when they

get older, I found can cause a lot of problems too. But I think that

time has past, now that we're real older. So I try to you know, go to

some th ings . Bu t he ah eng ineer a t D iese ls . And he 's had a . . . I

think he's finding out that sl iding by... See he never went to school

for th is s tuff , i t 's l ike a l l these engineers at these companies and

things just kind of held these posit ions for a lot of years, and they
never did the work, they just go around, and i f someone says hey

there's a screw missing here, I mean there ain't nothing with it, i t 's

jus t how I fee l , there 's a lo t o f peop le . . . They would go down to
the line man and ask the guy why is this screw missing, they might

l o o k a t i t a l i t t l e b i t , fi g u r e i t o u t . B u t t o a c t u a l l y n o w h a t a n

e n g i n e e r i s , I d o n ' t r e a l l y t h i n k m y b r o t h e r ' s t h a t s m a r t . I t h i n k
he's just k ind of pol i t ics in the company, k ind of faked i t a lo t of

years, as well as a lot of other engineers. But I... when I was there
at that par ty, he had a f r iend there. . . I have a brother- in- law that

works at Diesels at the other Diesel Plant and he's on hourly, and

he's beginning to th ink a lot d i fferent , more radical I th ink, except
he doesn't know it. My brother had a friend there that was on salary

and he started talking to me about Diesels is having a lot of
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problems, Detroit Diesels, and they might sell the company 'cause all
these problems at G.M.'s and he started talking to me about well gee,
what do you think is gonna happen? You work at Fords well what about

this profit sharing and you know, there gonna take it, and here this

i s a s a l a r y g u y. Yo u k n o w I r e a l l y d i d n ' t w a n t t o l i s t e n t o a l l
that. But ah, I think even there start ing to worry about al l this.

Q All the salary guys?
A Yea, engineers and big shots. There not gonna be with the, well not

the technology, but the.. . See this cutt ing that these companies are

doing, there is becoming a bigger gap I guess, between the rich and

the poor, but a lot of these guys are getting shoved down now. I know
there's a lot of people out there, what I make a hour or whatever, I

know I'm doing as good as a lot of people that have been to school and

a l l t h e s e , a n d t h e y ' r e s t a r t i n g t o s h o v e a l o t o f t h e s e p e o p l e .

They're having to cut into that now. They got to save some money out
there, and they're starting to cut into those people that l ive out you

know in a lot nicer houses. I don't know why I got on that subject.

Q You were talking about the changes that are going on in the company

union relations. What are some concerns you have. Do you spend much

time with people at the plant outside of work?
A Oh yea. Like ah, a lot of people that used to cal l me the radical

Oh, I ' l l tel l you something that happened when I did get out of the

poli t ics in the union. One day there was some guy standing around
me. At one t ime, I guess maybe th is is a l i t t le racist on my part ,

but we have a lot of southern people or hillbillies, and ah, a lot
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a h . . . O r e v e n j u s t r e g u l a r g u y s I . . . m a y b e I r e f e r t o ' e m a s

h i l lb i l l i es , and ah , the ones tha t were rac is t and th ings l i ke tha t .

We l l , a t one t ime I k i nd o f I a lways l ooked f o r t hem guys . L i ke
ah, they were the red necks you might say. So ah, but I started going

hunting with 'em, doing a few things. I mean there was even a guy
that 's real ly, I mean he was in Vietnam, I ended up becoming best

f r iends w i th h im, and he a lways ca l led me a commie . Bu t I went

hunting with him, and he said you know, you ain't so bad. But ah,

anyway I started. One day, I looked at couple of these guys and I got
tired of being commie and everything else and I was through with doing

things for other people. So I looked at a guy and I said, you know
what? I said I 'm gonna be a asshole just l ike you. I said I 'm t ired

of doing al l this stuff. You know being cal led al l of these names, I

said I just want to be regular guy just l ike you, an asshole. And I

got pretty good at.


