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Q: Tell me about where you were born and raised and if your parents were
involved in the labor movement or whatever.

A: Well, I was born and raised, I was born of Finnish immigrants and my
dad, we settled, they settled up north in the copper country and
that's where I was born and my dad was a copper miner. We had a big
family. We were brought up, I was brought up a Lutheran and my dad
was very strict but along with that he was a very religious individual
but in a different sense than most religions. He was not an
acquiescing type of individual and he couldn't hold a job. He was a
good miner and everything and he'd get fired over and over and they
finally blackballed him. And he went into contract, he'd go from
farmer to farmer and say well I'11 make your hay for so much 6r I'n
pick your potatoes for so much, see.

Q: So when he was working in the mines they were unorganized mines.

A: They were unorganized, yes, and it was terrible, terrible. They used

to, like on my dad, you had to buy everything from the company store
so my dad he had to buy his own caps and fuses and things 1like that,
see. So he could get them cheaper on the open market than he could
buying it from the company store, see, so he just went ahead and he
tried to get others to go with him to not buy from the company store
and buy it on the open market but of course, fear, people were fearful
of losing their job. But like him he stuck his neck out and he went

and bought his equipment in an open market and they fired him for it,
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see. So there was no what you call real freedom as such, you know,
and of course I left home at a very young age. From there I left home
and I thought I was idealistic about things and the depression hit. 1
was a depression youth.

Were you in Detroit at the time?

No, I was up there.

You were up there.

And I left home at a very young age. I rode the boxcars. I left home
without a penny, well, beg your pardon, three cents. And I had
another fellow with me and he couldn't take it, see, and he didn't
even know the way back home, see, so I took him back home and then I
left again and I went from city to city, state to state. I mostly, I
always say I travel first-class boxcars, you know.

How'd you get along with food and all during that time?

Well, we used, I used to do odd jobs and then I used to just bﬁm it.
I'd go to a, when you got hungry you went to a place and you asked
people for something to eat. Now a thing that happened which had a
very big influence in my line of thinking, you know a lot of people
felt that well, let's go to the wealthy section and, you know, they
couldn't get nothing. In fact one fellow comes running back to us and
he said they pulled a gun on him. So we went to working class
sections, you know, and they were just as hard up as probably I was,
see, but we got a sandwich, they always made a sandwich or we got a
banana, you know, or a few ears of corn. Some grocery stores, they
were quite understanding and they would give us a loaf of bread and
you had the jungles them days. What they called the jungles were all

the hobos, you know, they congregated and some of it was disease
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ridden, you know, it was terrible. And another thing that happened to
me, you know I never had no experience with Blacks until I hit the
road. We had one Black man up in my hometown and well I didn't have
much to do with him but everybody 1iked him, you know, and so one day
I just forget what town, somewhere in Wisconsin, and I happened to be
sitting down all by myself. And three Blacks came there and they sat
down and they looked at me and they said hey, what're you doing out
here? I said, same thing as you, and they said how old are you. Oh,
15. Geez, they said, why don't you go home to your mother, you know.
I says well I'm looking for a job, you know. I had a lot of allusions
in them days, you know, and then of course it struck me funny, you
know. They sensed that I was hungry and they told me now you stay
right here ti11 we come back. We're going out and get something to
eat. One of them said we're going to have a harvest. I waited and
sure enough they came back and they had everything. They had bread
and butter and lunch meat and fruit and milk and whiskey and
everything, see. They gave me some of that and they gave me even
whiskey, you know, they just gave me one, and he said now that's
enough for you and I'11 never forget that. And I never dreamed that I
would become involved 1ike I am, like I have been, and if I would have
known that and anticipated it I would have gotten their names and
where they were from and stuff 1ike that, but I imagine they're
probably dead. But I saw some terrible sights. I believe, I went in
Indiana, I forget, Elkhart, no it was some other town and we went to
the jungles there and there was men there. They had gonorrhea, they
had syphilis. I'm telling you, it was terrible.

Were most of the men there older or middle aged, younger?
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Well they were older, they were older than I was and of course another
thing that was a big influence on, you see, all towns them days, there
was a lot of people on the road bumming, see. They had no homes, no
nothing and I saw where families were out on the street. I saw a
woman with her baby sitting on a couch not knowing where to go.

This is in the thirties, huh?

In the '30s, the depression. And so various cities they made
ordinances and they didn't want us people in town. So the whole
police force, when a train would pull in a whole police force from
that city would gather around that train and anybody try to get off
they clubed him back on. And so at this time I was sitting up there,
you know, and there was another fellow, he was an easterner by his
brogue, you know, and he had a package on his lap and there was three
or four fellows who started to get off and they went down and the
police went after'em and they instructed them to get back up fhere or
you're going to end up on the rails, you know. So this easterner, he
gets up and he goes down and he confronts these policemen and he tells
them "now, look, we didn't ask to be here. We're here of necessity."
He said "these fellows don't 1ike your town anymore than they probably
1ike any other town but they have a right to come in here, whether
they're rich or whether they're poor, they had a right to come here."
Now he told them fellows "you go on and I'11 watch here. If anything
happen to you guys, I'11 take care of the situation." And he had a
gun in that package, see, and so he, they let them fellows go. Now no
doubt they picked ‘'em up later, see. And another thing, you talk
about slavery. Now a lot of people felt that the slaves were freed

and all that. This was a lot of baloney. During the last depression,
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for instance, they used to work a racket. If they caught a couple of
hobos, see, they passed a law, they passed ordinances that unless you
had sixty cents on you, it varied, you know, different amounts in
different towns and if you didn't have that amount on you, then you
were put in jail. And you know what they done? They worked you, see,
they worked you for nothing. So what happened these politicians no
doubt they was getting money, free labor, see, and they got a cut from
somebody else because they brought you over there to work, see, and
the county was paying your fare in jail, you know. And all kinds of
things happened. That was a tremendous influence on me, which told me
that, gee, something is radically wrong, that all is not well, see,
all these things. Now even in fact I happened to be a victim of it,
what they call a kangaroo court, see. Have you ever, do you know what
a kangaroo court is in jail?

Ah, ah, no.

No? Well,

I know the name, but I can't think of it right now.

Well, it's rather comical in a sense the way they work it. They
gotcha.

Arrest, hearing and everything in one day?

Oh, no. For instance, I was picked up, I was picked up for trying to
take a train, right out of Grand Rapids, and the detective, well a
funny thing. I carried two pair of pants with me, see, one was
corduroy and the other one was a little dressier pair, you know, and
so the train was pulling out, you know, and I was running along the
station. I was trying to get my corduroy pants on. There was a

fellow in the mail car says hey, towhead, there's a dick in the cab.
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I said ah-h-h. No sooner than I'd jumped in the first coach on the
train and the damn thing I don't think it went 500 feet and he come a
crunching stop and somebody grabbed me and threw me on the ground with
a gun, you know. So we ended up, there was three of us, we ended up
in jail. Well, prior to that we worked decorating Logans Port,
Indiana, you know, and we made a few dollars and then I was thinking
about it. I said, gee, I wonder if we took somebody else's job doing
that, see. So but anyway the kangaroo court it operates this way. So
they sentenced us and the funny thing about it is these three other
fellows, two other fellows that was with me, they brought us before
the judge, see, we were greenhorns, you know, we didn't know nothing,
see. So they brought us before the judge and the judge says what do
you plead, guilty or not guilty? And so the two fellows that was with
me they looked at me and I says what the hell alternative do we have,
you know, we don't have no alternative. So we pleaded gui1ty; So all
right he fined us so much money or go to jail. So the fellows looked
at me as if I was a banker and I had the money. I said well, hell, we
got to go to jail. So the paddy wagon comes and they take us cross
town to the jail and they opened the jail door and they shove us in
there, see, and they clanged the door back, see. So what happens?
There's a huge individual, he comes up to me and they had a chair
sitting real high and he grabs my pants. I had taken my pants off,
you know, and I had 'em rolled up and he grabbed my pants and I
grabbed 'em back. He said now take it easy fellow, take it easy.
Nothing's going to happen to you, he says, this is a procedure.
Procedure, you know, I didn't know what the hell they were talking

about. But anyway they puts me on that chair and they search me and
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they find I had about two and a half or a dollar and a half. They
took it, the prisoners, see. And from the other fellows, they had a
couple of bucks too but they didn't find 'em. They found mine, you
know. So there's a prisoner there, you know, it was so confusing, you
know. There was a prisoner there, he comes up to me after all this
happened, he said, "hey," he said, "tomorrow's going to be a trial"
and he says "you plead not guilty." I said "plead not guilty?" I
said "what do you mean plead guilty?" I said "hell, I just pleaded
guilty at the court house," you know. He said "oh, well, this is
something different." He said "they took your money away from you,"
see. So at the trial next day they asked me if I, they charged me
with entering their premises without their permission. So I was fined
whatever they found on me and of course they used to buy tobacco that
went into the kitty, the jail kitty and they bought tobacco and that,
see, and so things like that, see. The trail started and the judge
asked me, the judge, the treasurer, the judge and all of them they
were doing time in jail, you know.

Amazing.

So they asked me, one fella asked me what do you plead to this charge?
And I says well I have a spokesman here and the spokesman, that was
that fellow sitting there. He said he pleads not guilty. Okay, what
is your proof? Show us how he got ahold of us. Can you prove that he
asked us for permission to come here, you know. Did he ask us, do you
know of any instance or anyone he contacted in here and asked us if I
could come in there and I started thinking, what the hell is this, you
know, so confusing. So anyway they found me guilty, see, and they

kept the money. So all right. They took us to the cell and a fellow
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comes in and he talks to me and he said, hey, how old are you? I said
15. Where you from? I told him. And he said, well he says, he says
I'm getting out today and he said I'm gonna get ahold of somebody and
see if they can't give you your... I told him we don't have no money
to get across the straights. We were headed back home. So sure
enough he did. They let him out that day. Pretty soon the sheriff
comes in there and they calls that treasurer and this was funny. They
calls that treasurer and the sheriff talks to that treasurer. He said
now look, he said, that kid he's only 15 years old. He said now you
give him that money. He says and we'll replace it some other way, he
says, but give him that money and that treasurer had his pad, you
know. He took that pad and he threw it down like that and he says I
quit and he starts walking out and then he starts realizing well,
hell, I'm in jail too, you know. But that's how they done it and they
did give the money back you know. But there was a lot of 1t.' And
then sometimes what used to happen is if they caught you, if you
happened to get into I11inois was bad for that where they would take a
hobo, see, and they'd sentence him, see, and they'd work him for maybe
give him a sentence, I don't know, maybe ten days, 30 days, something
1ike that. They'd work him for that length of time and then they used
to tell him that don't come back into this town, he says, because
we're going to get you again and it'11 be maybe 90 days before you get
away, see. So naturally in order to get out of town he had to go
through one of the next townships but this, the ring they had, these
policemen or that, they'd call, what you call that, what might be in

that town at such and such a time and they laid for him. There was,
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one fellow was telling us, he was a hobo, one fellow was telling us.
He said he got caught in that and he was for about six months...

Oh boy.

And there was nothing he could do about it, see. And I almost got
caught in it myself. Fortunately, fortunately, this fellow, the
detective happened to be from my hometown. He did, I didn't know him
and he didn't, he knew me but I didn't know him. And when they picked
us up he says, I know you. He says I remember you when you were just
like that. Oh, I said, good, I says, what's your name? He said
listen, you don't ask questions. He said I do the asking. And they
took us. He said I'm going to give you boys a break. There was two
of us. I'm going to give you boys a break. They knocked us right off
of the train. I had to jump off of a speeding train and you know how
cinders are on a railroad.

Uh-huh.

I get off and oh, man, I wasn't going to get off and he hit me with a
gunbut on my knuckle and I had to let go.

Oh boy.

And I tumbled and I went in all those cinders, my elbows, knees, tore
my pants and I rolled into a lot of barbed wire. But anyway he took
us to another place and this was the Wabush Railroad that kicked us
off, you know, and they were pretty tough which I didn't know and, but
anyway, it turned out they took us to another town and he said take
the Pennsylvania out of here. You know what, we had to grab that damn
thing on the fly. He said and if you don't catch it, he said, we'll
getcha and this time you're going on the farm. That's what he meant,

we're going to work.
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Yeah, yeah, uh-huh.

So Ronnie, Gay(?) and myself and I told this, the buddy that I had
picked up on the road, you know.

Uh-huh.

I said now make sure you grab the front end, not the back end. You
know, if you grab the front end it'11 throw you, your feet and that up
and you'll slam the boxcar. But if you grab the rear end it'11 throw
you right in between the two cars. You'll break your limbs you know.
So I ran and I ran and I said well here goes and I jumped and I got
ahold of them rails there and boy I'm telling you, my feet swung bang
up against the boxcar and I hung on there's nothing would've broken my
grip. I saw him. He almost slipped and fell. He caught one about
four, five cars down from me, see and we went into, we walked on top
of the freight trains and we thought it was a refrigerator car and on
a refrigerated car there is a door and a lot of people got suffocated
because they didn't know about that, there was a refrigerator door up
on top and there's a handle. If you go down in there, there's a
handle that you got to pull down otherwise if you leave that handle up
you're caught in there for good.

Oh.

And I seen the handle down and I said gee there must be somebody in
here, let's go in here. And we opened that and there was a man about
350 pounds in there and he was eating lemons. He was just eating
lemons and he said come on down boys, have a piece, you know but he
said pull that handle down, you know. And well from there I, him and
I, this fellow that I picked up on the road, he was from Philadelphia.

He was telling me all about, that his parents, great grandparents and
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that came and landed on the Plymouth Rock and you know, I told him
ah-h-h, don't hand me all that, you know. But, so we went to Chicago
and that's how we got in all that trouble getting out of Chicago.
While in Chicago, John Dillinger, you've heard of John Dillinger?
Um-hum.

Oh, man, he was right there by that theater. The FBI guys, they got
ahold of me, you know. They frightened hell out of me, see, ‘cause I
got off of a train and the guy told me never get off on anything near
in the 22nd or something like that. He said but especially the 23rd
and 23rd station in Chicago, lay off. He said but never go downtown
on a train. So I got off on the 23rd and there's a bridge there, see,
and here, I heard a police siren and they was coming at me. Scared
the 1iving hell out of me, see. And I ran up that bridge, see, and
that siren was going, you know, I'm just a kid, see. And what in the
hell are they after me for, see. And so I says well I got on'top of
that bridge and I saw a telephone pole. It was a fair distance from
the bridge and I saw it had those legs on it, you know, see. And I
jumped over that barrier and I boom, I just timed myself perfect. I
got ahold of it and I climbed down and I ran under the bridge and I
ran into a neighborhood, see. It was just getting dark, you know.
And so I ran into that neighborhood and there's a siren in front of
me, a spotlight, you know, on the siren in front of me, one over
there, one in the back of me, one over there. I was surrounded.

Oh boy.

I was scared and I said hell I got to get out of here. So I just
turned around and I saw a house and I saw a pretty big lot there, you

know, and I said well maybe I can get across that lawn and I went to
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run across the lawn but the guy was putting in a new lawn and he had a
wire. I didn't see it, you know, and I tripped on it and I went
ka-boom, bam. I landed down and hell in no time there was three FBI
guys, one had a gun on my temple, one in-my ribs and one in my back, a
gun, you know. One of them was Purvis. Purvis was the head of the
FBI.

The man himself.

Yeah. So they took me into a car and they questioned me, you know.
And Purvis told the others, he says well here's, this is an innocent
kid. He says he has nothing to do with that, with anything here.

He's just an innocent kid. So he told us, he told me, he says now you
get out of here. He said there's going to be a Tot of trouble here,
maybe tomorrow, maybe the next day. I didn't know what it was. So
the next day about 2 o'clock I was in a little different neighborhood
there. Big headline news: John Dillinger shot at that theatér
yesterday. I was right there, you know, and strange coincidence, see.
Yeah.

But that's, anyway with that fellow, when I met him we went to
Chicago. I went, he asked, well why don't we come to, go to his
hometown and he'11 prove some other things for me at his hometown,
see. He said I showed you the book at my sister's. They lived in
Chicago. So, he says, and then from there we'll take a rest and
whatever you want to do. May take a tramp steamer, get on a tramp
steamer and we don't care where the hell we go, whether it's Africa or
where, China, doesn't make any difference. I says that's okay with

me.
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We got in an argument in Toledo where it was his turn to go and
get something to eat, see, and he wouldn't do it. I says, well, all
right, then I'm going to head on up north. I don't know what happened
to him and that's how come I ended up in Detroit, in Dearborn.

What year was that?

That was in 1936, '35, '36. I ended up in Detroit. I had a brother
got a job at Ford Motor and I went there. I went to live with him for
a while until I got a job.

What time span was this since you began the story when you first left
home? How long did this whole thing take?

Oh, this took, well let's see. I left home several times...

END OF SAARI-TAPE 1-SIDE A
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...Conservation Corps. We even had a strike at the Conservation
Corps.

Was that also in Michigan?

That was in Michigan. We was in Newberry, Newberry, Michigan and my
brother was the brother that I got a job at Ford's. He was with both
of them, both of us were in the same camp. And I had it quite well
there. I played hockey with the community, you know, and I played
baseball with the community. They'd come to camp to pick me up and
likewise I also became acquainted, I'm Finnish, you see, I'm a
Finlander, you see. And so the Finns had a nice hall there, you know,
and of course they were radical Finns.

Now this is in what city in Michigan?

This is in Newberry.

Oh Newberry.

Newberry, Michigan.

Okay.

And so they used to treat us CC boys very well and also there was
agitation against them, see, by some fellows in the camp. There was
225 of us in camp and some of them, you know, this of course had an
influence on me also because I met a lot of the Finns up there, you
know, and we kinda got along real good and they planted a lot of
things, you know, told me a lot of things that perhaps was an

influence in my life.
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They had a large community of Finns up there?

Oh, yeah. They had, that was predominately Finnish, see, and so
they're not there anymore. The old breed is dieing out you know but
there was a group in our outfit that had the ghaul as well as they
were treated and they went in one time there and they started a fight
there and they really wrecked the place. But Finns built it up again.
But that was an influence in my life, see. I used to think about that
a lot. And they were nice people.

Where did they get their ideas? Did they come from Finland with
certain ideas that they brought here?

Well, not necessarily, but, well you see you have to, I believe a
person develops lines of thought from environment, see, depending upon
his conditions of 1ife, see. And so these, the Finns of course is a
nation, a real small nation, see, about 5 million people the most, and
they've been kicked around a lot, see. So from these experiehces in
their 1ife they formed co-ops like, see, and in order to try to fend
for themselves, see. But they were tossed about in the political
field to Norway, Sweden, back to Russia at that time under the tsar,
you know, and of course, then a lot of them migrated. They had some
big battles there in Finland, strikes, and stuff like that and no
doubt a lot of them had a very good speckling of political education,
see, and so they came, and every place I went I used to wonder well
why people would ask me what nationality are you. I said I'm Finnish
and a lot of people ah, you're a good man, you know. And I wondered
what did they mean. How do they know I'm a good man, you know. What
they were talking about was that the Finnish people as a whole, for

jnstance, the copper mines up there, it was the Finns that were
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organizing it and the Finnish, the Finns played a tremendous role in
developing a trade union culture in this country, see. And they were
all socialists, pro-socialist you know and when the Socialist party
kinda split up in 1919 and the Communist part was organized, the
Socialist Party had 7,500 Finns. 7,500 Finns joined the Communist
party.

Oh yeah?

Yeah. So these things you know and then when they find out I'm a
Finn, well, gee, you know. I used to get invited, hey, hey, come on
over here, you know.

By the other Finnish people you mean?

Well, not only that but the other people, non-Finns, see, non-Finns.
And so through this process I became involved. I became involved and
I got to learn a little bit about Ford's and I met a lot of the Ford
workers. Some of them were right wing, some of them were 1ef£ wing.

I played ball, I went on a softball team. I was unemployed for a long
time there, you know. And I got acquainted with a lot of fellows and
there was one fellow there in particular. Well, that's how I met Paul
Boatin, I met Paul Boatin, John Gallo. Well I met Archie Acciacca,
let's see I think I got acquainted with him when he was in the Pressed
Steel unit back during World War II. So then a lot of fellows talking
to me. Well they wanted me to join organizations, see.

Uh-huh.

And one of the organizations was the John L. Lewis' Nonpartisan
League, see. Nonpartisan. Well that didn't strike me right, you
know.

Yeah.
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A: I said how can one be a nonpartisan, you know. And I used to argue
about that issue and I said how can one be nonpartisan. You can't.
That's an impossibility. The minute, if you're nonpartisan you never
make a decision, see. And once you make a decision you're no longer,
you're a partisan. (Ha-ha, ha-ha). That was my attitude, see.

Q: Uh-huh.

A: So I still argue that point today which I think is correct. How can
you be a nonpartisan? You can't. And so anyway I learned a lot
through the John L. Lewis' organization and then of course there was a
lot of ferment developing about Ford's, you know. There was a hunger
march here. I wasn't here. I was about a year and a half away from
that, see. I came to Detroit in '35, '36 and this happened in '34,
that hunger march and I know several fellows that were in it, you
know. I got acquainted with them and of course I picked up a lot of
good things from them. Like I say, the environment, it's a11,.I
became active and I went to meetings and oh, there was a Finnish hall
on 14th Street. That place was, we used to have meetings and them
places were packed.

Q: Um.

A: And agitation going on, you know. We had several agitators. I
forget, I believe a fellow by the name of Taylor was one of them. Oh
he was tremendous, a tremendous speaker and I used to go home, I was
awed. How come that guy remembers all that stuff, you know? And so I
said well he must do a lot of reading. I started reading and once I
started reading I spent almost as much time in the library as I did

anywhere else.
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What'd you read?
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Oh, I read labor history. I read about some of the labor, Tlike Eugene
Debs. I read about the Haymarket trio. I read about the Moonies and
I read about this lawyer, oh, what the heck is his name?

Clarence Darrow?

Yeah. I read about him and I says what a remarkable man that Darrow
was.

Yeah.

Truly a remarkable...

The Story of My Life. Was that the name of the book?

Yeah, I think so. [ may have it around here some place but I've given
some of my books away and I never get'em back, you know. So anyway
this, I talked to myself, gee what a remarkable individual to go
through all that. He was a good lawyer. They offered him a big job
on the railroads and he turned it down to be with the Towly guy down
there, trying to defend him, you know. And so this led on and led on,
well actually I joined the union, I joined the union, and I got a job
at Ford's.

When did you first come in at Ford's?

I first hired in at Ford's in December of '36. I only lasted one
year, not even one year. I got laid off and I just couldn't get back
to save my life.

Where did you hire in at first, which building?

Which building? Spring and Upset, the old Spring and Upset. That's
down.

Uh-huh.

And I don't remember the chairman there but I do remember one of the

committeemen there, a fellow by the name of Cunningham. And then from
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the Spring and Upset I was laid off and I got a job in Square D which
was organized. Square D was the United, UE, see.

Uh-huh.

And I had quite an experience over there, you know. [ turned that
place upside down agitating, you know. And so anyway a fellow, then
the World War II started, see. And a fellow comes to see me and he
said hey, he says, why don't you come back to Ford's. He said now is
the time to do it, they're hiring, you know. And okay, okay, I said
I'11 come back and I was on the committee over there and everything
and I was in, I didn't know whether I should leave up there, you know.
I was leaving the workers flat.

Yeah. You were there four years or so?

No, I was there about two years.

Two years?

Yeah. And I had, I don't know whether you've read of Mat]es.'
Uh-huh.

Have you?

Yes.

Well I met him downtown Detroit because he wanted to see me and the
fellow in the shop got ahold of me and says hey you come down with me.
He says there's a fellow from the United Electrical that wants to see
me, see.

So you were in Square D before the UE organized it?

Yeah, yeah.

Oh.

I was in Square D before Ford's was organized, yeah.

Was Square D organized at the time?
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Square D was organized at the time but oh, the conditions there. For
instance, the women, there was a lot of women working there, see, and
they got paid, they was getting for the same type of work a fellow was
getting 85 cents an hour and she was getting about 50, you know.

Yeah.

And I started agitating on that, you know, and I ended up on the
bargaining committee. They had a contract, see, and negotiations were
coming up and so the dominant forces in that local of course they
ganged upon me, you know. They was involved in some shady stuff, you
know.

The union leaders?

Huh?

The union you mean?

I didn't quite get you.

The union or the company?

The union guys, some of the union guys, see and when I was on the
committee I was elected on the committee because I made a speech at a
meeting, see, and I really agitated on these issues, see. And so the
chairman and some of the other members of the staff they kinda wanted
to get me off of that platform, see, and so several fellows came to
the platform, I guess they were going to handle me physically.

Oh boy.

See but the workers came to my defense.

Do you remember who the union leaders were at that time in that local?
Well let's see. I believe if I'm not mistaken there was Newman was
the president at that time and Eugene Ladd was, Eugene Ladd he was a

tool and die maker and he was the head steward. They wanted me off
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the committee so they went around and everybody resigned. Then they
came to me and said look, everybody resigned from the committee except
you and so we're going to have new elections but you have to resign
too. I says no, I'm not going to resign. I said if the workers want
me off of the committee, call a meeting and let'em vote me off, you
know. I said but I'm not going to resign. So we had, they did call a
meeting and through parliamentary trickery which I didn't understand
very well then, they got me off of the committee but as soon as they
had to have nominations again for a new committee, I was the first one
nominated. And I come, I got next to the top vote and then a big
fight ensued. We used to meet in the Hoffman Building and Christ,
guys was falling down them stairs and windows were breaking you know,
but nobody came at me. I think there was a lot of Finns working
there, you know, a lot of Finns working there and boy I'm telling you
it was something. So this guy then, this Matles wanted me to tome, he
wanted to talk things over with me and I did go to meet him. I went
to meet him and he said you know, he says I've been hearing about you.
He said you got the right angle. He said you're all right. He said
but you need some help. I didn't have a caucus, see.

Ah.

Because at one of the meetings then, they, the rank and file, they
revolted against the president, and they yelled my name and said get
up there, you're the president, you're the president.

Oh, boy.

So now what the hell do, what the hell did I do? (Ha-ha) What am I
going to do? I'm by myself, you know. So I went up there and I says

well, it looks 1ike I'm going to have to open up nominations for
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chairman, you know. I was just put in there but if I would've had the
knowledge that I have now I never would've done it. I would've
pursued it.

Uh-huh.

I was in there and I would've used the authority the rank and file
gave me and I would have done the job, see, but then I felt I was
talking about democracy, you know, that well, but anyway then this
fellow at that time I talked to Matles and he told me he said look he
said you stick with us. He said we need to clean up a couple of
locals there, that was an almagated local, various different shops
were bunched into one.

Do you remember what that number of the local was?

Ah, no, I don't remember but the UAW raided it and Silverman became
the, Silver, a guy by the name of Silver became president there, one
of Ruther's boys, see.

Uh-huh.

So Matles told me, he said look, he says you stick with us. We want
to talk with you some more and he said you're gonna need help. We
want to help you and you need help. You can't do it alone. He said
you need help. So you stick with us and he says you're gonna be all
right. He said we like what you say, we like your action. He said
you caused a lotta, the workers are with you, see, the workers are
with you. He said that's the big thing and so that was the time when
this fellow, I run into this guy, well I used to go to the local there
see, and this fellow happened to be there.

Who was that? Which guy was it?

Let's see, oh, he had, he used to be editor of, Lieberman.
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Yeah, Robert Lieberman, huh?

Yeah, yeah. He says come on to Ford's. Jesus Christ, I didn't know
what to do, you know. I said gee, I told'em I was gonna meet with
them and that. Gee, I felt bad about doing that, see, but he said
look, he says, we need you here. This is a big place, a hundred and
twelve thousand workers here, you know. Well that made sense, you
know. So I did. I quit over there and Bob gave me a letter and the
funny thing about that letter was, I didn't read the letter, but at
Ford's in the employment office, you know, there's employment people,
here, and the head guy was over there, so I was given a letter and
told to go into Gate 4 and just give it to one of the employment
people there. I gave it to the first guy I come to. He opens that
letter, he reads it, 1ike that you know, and he put that letter back
in the envelope and he said you got to go to that first desk over
there. And that was, I believe it was Solomon, was the head guy. So
Solomon takes that letter, reads it. His brow wrinkled, you know, and
so he said okay, come with me. I followed him and he came down and
walked beside these others and he was carrying that letter, looking at
that letter and he says, well, looks 1like all the comrades are coming
back to Ford's.

Ha-ha, ha-ha, ha-ha.

I said what do you mean comrades? What the hell's he talking about?
I didn't quite get it. So anyway they hired me and I ended up in the
Pressed Steel and that's where I met Archie.

Did you ever find out what that letter said or what...

No.

Who did Lieberman know that he could get you in that easy?
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Well, no. Lieberman didn't tell me other than he recommended that I
be hired. I imagined, I never opened the letter or anything.

What year was that?

That was in 194-, June 6 of '42, June 6, 1942.

So Lieberman had a position in the union at the time?

He was, yeah, he was, I believe he was editor of the...

The Ford Facts?

The Ford Facts and I 1iked Bob. I thought he was a sensible fellow,
you know, and so then I became active in the Pressed Steel unit and I
run for committeeman and I win and of course then trade union politics
began to enter into the field which took away some of the abilities
that a lot of people had to do things. It took that ability away from
them for fear of not getting elected, you see. But anyway we became a
strong force in Local 600.

The Pressed Steel Building, you mean?

No, I mean we spread in that plant like wild fire.

Oh, you mean the progressives?

Yeah.

Oh.

Yeah, we considered ourselves, yeah, I think we called ourselves the
progressives at that time and we became a tremendous, we were winning
elections three to one. Nobody had a chance. So what happened, I
think, a 1ot of infiltration developed, see. They saw that we're
winning and therefore they should infiltrate our group, you know, and
then try to get our support when they run for office 1ike we did
support certain individuals and they were not worth a damn, I mean,

from my standpoint.
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You're talking about the right wing caucus within the local?
Yeah. But aside from that, aside from that the reason all these
things happened of course was the war came to an end, see, and Europe
lay broken down ready for any force to be taken and American
industrialists wanted to be that force. So, what did they do? They
knew that they had to defeat us, us folks, they had to defeat us.
They could not, they needed labor peace. They needed somebody to head
the UAW and all other unions that was able to hold everything in
check. No strikes, they didn't want no strikes so that they could go
to Europe with the Marshall plan and all these other loan plans and
take over in Europe which is coming to play now, see. It is coming to
the fore, see. So this started a turmoil. You see before, there was
a real democratic movement going on in Local 600. There was one, two,
three factions, see. Now we never, not to my knowledge, at least I
never did, do anything to hurt or to tear their literature dan of the
other factions but our literature was tore down all the time. Plus
the fact that at that time the rank and file was getting well
informed. Our agitation, the middle group and the right wing they was
getting, well a good diet of historical knowledge, political knowledge
and what have you and they had to destroy that, the company to realize
that they had to destroy that. They got to get something to go on a
one track and who was their choice of course the right wing, the right
wing.

Now in order to defeat us, here's some of the activity that they
done. They had labor relations people, see, all right. I was a
committeeman. I was elected, there was two of us to be elected and I

was elected and the right wing was to be elected. One right winger
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was running and actually there was another left guy but he was weak
and I wanted him to run with me and maybe both of us could get elected
and I went to talk to him, a guy by the name of Chauncey Saunders, and
I said Chauncey, I says, why don't you and I run together. I said
we'll both get elected and we'll beat them two right wingers, see.

And he said well, I gotta think. He was afraid of getting...
Associating?

Yeah. Associating with me, see. The guy was all right, see. He was
all right. So he come back to see me the next day and he said no, I'm
gonna run as an independent. I said Chauncey, you are beat, you're
beat. Who's gonna beat me? I says I'm gonna win and Freddie Cannera
and that's how it turned out.

Oh yeah?

Yeah. And after, he quit two days after that and he left, see. And I
won. Now Freddie Cannera was of the right wing. Now labor, &11 the
tough cases, all the tough cases, the labor relations they called me,
see, because if they called me there was plenty of justification for
them to fire these guys and when the news would come back, gee, Whitey
was over there, he represented two guys, they both got fired
yesterday, blah, blah, so that makes it look bad for me, see. And so
I went to labor relations, you know. That teed me off. I didn't know
that was going on but I noticed, well why are they calling me all
these times. And so I finally went to labor relations and Hupkey(?)
was the labor relations man at that time on the midnight shift. And I
told him, I says you know you're interfering in trade union policy and

I said I don't 1ike it and I says I'm asking you not to do what you're
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doing and I says if you don't, I'm going to make a hell of a big issue
out of it and he quit, quit doing it.

That was your first term elected?

Ah, no, no, I was elected in Pressed Steel and I was elected in the
Motor building, yeah, that was the first time I, the first term in the
Motor builiding when I went back to the Motor building. That's where
Paul, I met Paul, oh I didn't meet him there but he was an officer
there. He was a bargaining committee member, I believe, at the time.

And the Motor building had about 12,000 workers at that time.

END OF SAARI-TAPE 1-SIDE B
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No I went to the B Building and then from the B Building I went to the
Linconln plant and from the Lincoln plant all the way to Highland
Park. Oh gosh, and I Tived over here off of Telegraph.

This was in the '40s that you were doing all this transferring?

Yeah. It was after, you know, after the war.

Uh-huh.

And so I couldn't get a base nowhere. Well I was kind of getting a
base in Lincoln, not Lincoln, but Highland Park but that traveling got
me so, what you call it, and the elections were coming up. I was a
member of a caucus there, but the traveling, I was away, I rode the
bus. I didn't have a car. It used to take me two and a half, three
hours to get to work, you know, so I went to the committeeman Whose
name was Agrouso, see, and I says, I was a job setter. They put me on
job setting, see. So I told Agrouso, I says, well, I says, I want to
get transferred back to Rouge. Oh no you can't go back. He said they
need you here, you know. I said ah, don't hand me that stuff, you
know. There's a lot of workers here. They can do that job just as
well as I can and probably even better, I said, so don't hand me
that. He said well no you can't. So I said, Agrouso, I said, you
want to be committeeman don't you? Well yeah, what's wrong, why,
who's going to take me out? I said I am. He laughed. Yeah he
laughed. I said don't laugh. I says I'm going to run, I'm going to
run for committeeman. Oh he laughed, that was something funny. So we

had the elections and he beat me by 20 votes.
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Ah, close.

Yeah. He got 420 I think, and I got 400. There was a lot of Finns
working over there and of course I wasn't there a very long time, you
know. I wasn't able to really get acquainted and they elected their
committeeman on a plantwide basis, see. But anyway the next day who
comes to see me, Agrouso. Hey, Whitey, you want to go back to the
Rouge? I said yeah. He said tomorrow come on to the labor relations
and pick up you whatcha call it and you can go back to the Rouge. I
went back to the Rouge and I ended up in the Motor building. Paul was
a bargaining committee member and let's see, a fellow by the name of
Bill Cooper was president. He was one of our guys and then he kinda,
I don't know, I don't know too much about him, you know, but he kinda,
Paul and him they kinda gotten odds, you know. Paul wanted to run for
president and then we had Jimmy 0'Rourke on the right wing and Walter
Bell, Walter Bell is dead. |

But he was a right winger also?

Yeah, yeah. But anyway, now the reason why, I want to get down to the
reason why all this was happening, see. So Reuther wanted to run for
president of the UAW and of course all these, whatcha call it, they
were for him. He got publicity, oh he got favorable publicity.

What, you mean the newspapers were for him?

Yeah. Well in a way they called him a labor statesman, you know, aill
that hogwash, see and then of course he made a deal. Oh yeah, in
order to, for him to maintain his presidency he had to get Local 600
under his wing, solid and he couldn't do it. The election time come
around he would just hold his own and we would come right in there,

you know, boom, boom, just 1ike that. So then, well actually when
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Reuther got, became elected, he started all this red stuff, you know.
You know what I mean?

Yeah, red baiting.

Red baiting, yeah. Now this had a terrific affect. People were
afraid to open their mouths for fear of getting ostracized but he was
doing the job that he agreed to do and then finally when they couldn't
beat us in Local 600 they calls in the Un-American Activities
Committee and Paul was taken off, there was, let's see, five building
chairman were just arbitrarily taken off. I was a district
committeeman, I was taken off. Several other committeemen were taken
off. In other words they got to our core, the core forces we had.
They got to us. They got us off of the floors, see, they got us off.
We couldn't do our daily duty so to speak, see. So, then of course,
the Un-American Activities Committee there, a lot of us, well of
course, we used the Fifth Amendment, and the right wing was after us,
accusing us of disloyalty and blah, blah, blah, you know, as if, as
if, one using the Fifth Amendment, one is disloyal. Why the Fifth
Amendment is for the use of guilty and those that are not guilty,
either one can use it. That's why that's in there. But anyway this
is the first time in political history that the Fifth Amendment, and
who popularized it? Us guys and who later, why the very individuals
that insisted that we not use the Fifth Amendment, they themselves
turned around and used the Fifth Amendment.

Who's that?

Absolutely. Jimmy Hoffa.

Oh.

The old head of the whatcha call from Seattle, what was his name?
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Not Bridges.

Oh, no, not Bridges, no.

Ah, Seattle. Which union?

He big heavy-set guy, Jewish fellow, I can't think of his name but oh,
he used to be head of the teamsters.

Oh, the teamsters.

Yeah.

I can't think of it either.

Yeah, it'11 come to me anyway. So Reuther then was the vice-president
of General Motors, you know, vice-president of the UAW. He wanted to,
he run for president and he win and he does all this damage to the
trade union movement. He put administrators over locals in order to
rip out the, whatcha call it, 1ike he done the Local 600.

So when you go removed from your committee position, what'd you do?
What did, you mean what did we do about it?

Yeah, or did you have to go back on the job?

Yeah. I went back on the job. Some didn't. Some that were accused
they flocked over. Some of them flocked over. I don't exactly
remember what a lot of them did. So anyway they were out to get us
and they were using the arm of the government, see, to get us.

Now they meaning Reuther, the right wing, maybe Ford, the company,
were all out to get you guys, kinda 1ike a conspiracy?

Oh definitely, definitely. It's as plain as that organ right there.
It's as plain as can be. And really for instance I recall some
elements during the organizational days at Local 600, some of the
elements there were anti-union. Now I know we're not born pro-union,

you know and if a guy was a right winger and he runs for office and
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wins and he does his job well it makes no difference whether he's a
right winger or a left winger. If he's doing his job, you know. But
that wasn't the case here. So when, when the red baiting and
everything started, then there was a lot of worms crawled out of the
woodwork, see. And a lot of good people got hurt, a lot of good
people got hurt, hea. And I remember when they came in and told me
that a guy by the name of Nelson Samp, he was on the international
staff, and he came in to the labor relations, and they called me in
and Nelson Samp says this is official policy of the UAW that, don't
recognize me as representative anymore. And Nelson Samp gives me a
letter and I read that letter and they charge me, guess what they
charge me with? Malfeasance and I told Nelson Samp, I said, Nelson, I
said take this letter back will you and I says that I would rather
you, they charge me with communism or whatever you have, than with
malfeasance. I had no trial, no nothing. Although the five bﬁilding
chairman they had a trial but it was all cut and dry, you know, it was
all cut and dry, take them out. One guy got fired, a fellow by the
name of Nelson, no, Art McPhaul, a Black. He got fired. A few others
got fired. And so then the right wing took over solid. Then you went
downhill.

Because the left wing just wasn't there?

Well, no, they couldn't get elected. The rank and file, you know, the
jssues were not Reuther, now here. Here they talk about democracy, a
believer in democracy, going to war, we favored and we agitated for a
no strike pledge for the duration of the war. The right wing, they
was against it, they was against it, see. And our attitude was that

well, there is a life and death struggle taking place in Europe which
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could have broad repercussions: should this man Hitler, win, see. We
felt that we have to get first things first and we advocated that and
oh, we were ostracized for it but anyway we won, we won that issue.
Now Reuther was against it. The right wing as an organization, they
were against it.

Why do you think they came out against it?

Well, you know, we live under misconceptions. A lot of people,
American people live under misconceptions. They have, they seem to
think that if you're an American citizen you believe in democracy.
That's a myth, that's a lot of b.s., you know. That isn't so. They
don't. You mean to tell me Ford believes in democracy, the General
Motors executives, they believe in democracy. Yeah, they believe in
democracy, for themselves and they want to exclude us, see. So anyway
Reuther then, when he became president, now mind you, this is a very
important thing which I'm going to say that's going to bring to 1ight
his demagogue. He was a demagogue A-1. Now after he was elected he
comes out and fights and signs a five-year contract in peace time, in
peace time. Who did that benefit? Why that curtailed aggrievances,
that curtailed everything, that curtailed.... Then not only, now we
been having five-year contracts for about 38 years plus now they've
dropped down to three-year contracts, whereas we felt that a contract
every year has two purposes. One is the economy whichever way it
goes. It gives you a chance to recoup and renegotiate things. You
get what I mean?

Uh-huh.

Plus the fact that it is a, contract time is a good educational

process, you know.
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Uh-huh.

You get people thinking. You know, you get them to think and we was
always distributing literature. We used to write up a piece of
literature and we'd be looking for a mimeograph machine at three
o'clock in the morning and we had to be at the gate at five to pass
them out, you know, but we were there. And this was a tremendous
whatcha call it, but 1ike Reuther, opposing a no strike pledge, going
to fight against Hitler and there was a lot of other people tied into
it, you know, with that, and a lot of elements. They were at least
unconsciously they were pro-Hitler. If not consciously so,
unconsciously they were promoting a policy that would help Hitler.
Who were the other elements that you talked about, that you think
Reuther and the people ...?

Well, most of the people were, he was surrounded with, you know. He
got, well, for instance the ACTU was real active in behalf ofAReuther.
Was that a big force at the Rouge plant?

It was. Oh yes it was. Now here's another thing that is rather
strange to see how things change, you know. During the '30s, early
'30s when the movement for organizing started moving, the churches,
ACTU, they were opposed. The ministers in churches and the priests,
every Sunday they'd preach sermons against joining the union.

Oh yeah?

Yeah. They promoted this God and country idea, you know. Don't join,
don't join that red organization, you know, all this, and they used
the idea that they'11 be strikes everyday and you'll never be earning

wages and all this sort of stuff.
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Was this the Catholic church in particular? The Catholic or the
Lutheran church?

Oh, they were all, the Catholic was very prominent in that but so were
some of the other churches, you know.

What area was this in? Dearborn?

A11 throughout the city.

Uh-huh.

A11 throughout the city. A1l throughout the nation because they split
the United Electrical workers and they run a guy by the name of James
Carey who was an outright right winger and he got the support of the
churches and all that, see. Probably even financial help, I don't
know. I can't say that for sure but no doubt the case. James Carey,
you've heard of him.

Yeah, sure.

Yeah, okay.

The Black churches too, you think?

Huh?

The Black churches also?

Well, oh no, no. I don't, I knew of a prominent Black minister that
was very much involved in the local drive here. Oh I can't...
Charles Hil11?

Who?

Charles Hi11?

Hi1l, yeah, yeah, Hill. He was very prominent and there was a not of
antagonism between the Black and the white, you know. Some of the
Ford workers and not only Ford workers but I would say that in the

other shops these things happened and racial animosity, see.
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Uh-huh.

And a lot of people guided their vote against a union primarily on the
racial issue and there was a strategy was developed by Hill and the
organizers, I mean Wyndham Mortimer, I think, was in the local there.
He was an organizer there.

Do you recall any ministers that were preaching this ACTU? Things
that you're saying, that a lot of churches were, do you recall any
particular ones? The reason why I'm asking is because half the people
we're interviewing are saying that, like you, that ministers were
preaching in the church don't join the unions and some of them are
saying no they never heard it and they always went to church. So
that's why I'm saying this, there's two different stories and I just
wondered if there's any particular ministers that were kind of...
Well, it's difficult for me to remember those but now I don't know
whether I should even if I did know whether I should mention dny
names, you know. For instance, in Local 600 your dominant officers
became, oh they were all mostly Catholic, see, Paul Ste. Marie, Joseph
McCusken, this guy from Dearborn Heights, I can't think of his name.
Llewellyn?

Who?

Llewellyn?

Oh, no, not Llewellyn, oh no. I had a lot of respect for Llewellyn.

I think he's just talking about right wing.

Yeah.

Oh, oh, I thought you meant you were talking about Catholics.

No.

Oh.
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Llewellyn wasn't a Catholic. I don't think he was a Catholic, no and
I knew Llewellyn real well. I've known Llewellyn ever since I've been
in the movement. In fact him and his son-in-law and I are very good
friends.
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