TRANSCRIPT OF GEORGE C. EDWARDS, JR.
11-18-88

Downs: This is Friday, November 18th, at the home of Judge George
Edwards in Cincinnati, Ohio. What is your name?

Edwards: I’m going to be talking without touching that machine?

Downs: That’s right, it’s on conference.

Edwards: Well, my name is George Clifton Edwards, Jr.

Downs: And where were you this afternoon?
Edwards: I was at the United States Court House.
Downs: Now, as I told you, George, this will be recorded and then it will be

transcribed. Then you will get a chance to look at it and edit it. You can take anything out
you want. You can seal anything you want. The only caution I’d make is that this is not a
finished document like a court opinion where every word needs to be right. Even if you
get a name or date a little bit off, let the scholars worry. This will be used and we’ll get a
letter if you agree that Phil Mason at Wayne State University, who is an archivist you

know, will have possession and it will be available for scholars. So I think
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with this we'll start a little bit omn your background, do you

want to tell us where you were born, a little bit about your

father and then we'll go into where you went through school.

Edwards: Alright, let's get Peggy in here...

Downs: Why don't we wait until she gets here. Also
present will be Bette Downs who knew George Edwards since 1930
and Margaret ( Peg) Edwards. . We can
start now. This is on conference so all your voices will come
through. So, if you want to start. Start in with a little bit
on -where you were born, went to school and so on. Little bit
about your father. I know you have written a book, so we don't
want to repeat that.

Edwards: Tom, I was born in Dallas, Texas, August 6, 1914.
We lived at 2603 Shelby Street in north Dallas. I lived there
for the first years of my life with my mother and my father and
my sister, Octavia.

) Downs: Was she younger or older than you?

Edwards: She was either two or three years older than I.

Downs: And where did you go to school there?

Edwards: I went to Sam Houston school, within walking
distance of our home, then to North Dallas High School and then
to Southern Methodist University and then I got a masters degree
in English at Harvard.

Downs: Now, that's a pretty illustrious educational
background and then later you got your law degree when you were
in Detroit. 1Is that correct?

Edwards: Yes ,, my law degree was a story all in itself
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because it came in wartime. I got started in taking classes at

the Detroit College of Law before I went in the army. I had

maybe, I don't remember exactly how much, but maybe half of the
courses under my belt. There was a time when I was working at
the Timkin Detroit Axel on war work and working at the Common
Council of the city of Detroit from 9 til noon or later and then
going to Timkin Detroit Axel and working in the shop for 8 hours
and then coming home. All of this to put together some money so
that my wife and one child already arrived and one on the way,
might have something to live on.

Downs: Now, let's start on...

Edwards (Peg): Before he went into the army.

Edwards: Before I went in the army, yes "

Downs: This generaliyof the word liberalism, I think we
know what it means, contré?y to the last campaign, people think
if you grew up in Dallas, Texas, generally that would be a
féirly conservative, America first area. Do you want to say
where this liberalism, or these ideas came from. Was it
Harvard, was it your parents, was it the Common Council. Where
did it start?

Edwards: Well, my father was a member of the Socialist
Party in the days before World War II, and a very staunch
believer in socialism. That undoubtedly affected my initial
introduction to political affairs.

Downs: How about your mother? What was her...

Edwards: My mother was a loving, wonderful housewife and

mother. She was devoted to her husband. I think sometimes he
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was a cross to her because he got into a good many controversies

in the very conservative atmosphere of Dallas, Texas and I don't

think she thoroughly enjoyed those controversies, but she never,
never let him down at any point.

Downs: It would be safe to say she was supportive of him,
but not necessarily his ideas.

Edwards: Oh, I think she supported his ideas, too.

Downs: Supported his ideas, too. .

Edwards: Oh yes, yes. I just don't think she originated
them.

Downs: Just an aside. The first election I remember my
father voted for Hoover and my mother for Norman Thomas. I said
that I have never heard any political arguments since. How
about when you were in college in Texas. Were there any liberal
organizations; Socialist, Democrat, or Debs or anything like
that, that you participated in?

‘ Edwards: I don't really think so. At SMU, I was a member
of a fraternity and I lived pretty much the social life of
the...

Edwards (Peg): You lived at home.

Edwards: I lived at home, but I drove to college or got a
ride there, one way or another, and I enjoyed SMU. I finished,
I think, in three years in order to get the year at Harvard that
Dad had promised if I did.

Downs: How about your year at Harvard. Was there much
about what year was that?

Edwards: 1I'd say it was '34, wasn't it?
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Downs: That would have been in the Depression Period. Was
there much social ferment, you discussed then in Harvard?

Edwards: Well, the big thing in that period for young
people was the anti-war movement. There were already stirrings
of the beginnings that led to World War II in Europe and I was
part of a liberal club, I think the Harvard Liberal Club had a
long history. I think that basically we were anti-war at that
period and at one point I made a speech on the st.eps of the
Widner Memorial Library, which undoubtedly had to do with the
opposition to war. I've never really felt bad about the fact
that I was something approaching a... Well, I never was really
a pacifist, but I was certainly an anti-war person as a young
man . at Harvard. I took that position in public on the steps
of ' WidnerMemorial Library.

Downs: Now, you later were in the army, is that correct?

Edwards: Yes, that's quite a bit later.

Downs: How long did you serve in, I think during the
Philippines were you?

Edwards: Let's see. This was...this came after I had met
Peg and we were married and...two years.

Downs: Peg speak up please.

Edwards (Peg): You left in January and I believe you came
back in January and it was two years. And the election of the
Council presidency had been in the interim.

Downs: While you were in the army. Now, I'll get to that.

Edwards: I was 'a little longer than that, Peg, I think.

Downs: I doesn't make a lot of difference...
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Edwards: I think it was about three years.

Downs: What I want to know is that you shifted, not from
a pacifist, but from an anti-war to being, if you want to say,
anti-Hitler or pro-. What, you know...did that transition come
about? Fast or ...

Edwards: Yes, sure. Battle of the Bulge. The Germans...
All of the anti-war sentiment was based, basically upon the
idea that the French had the Maginot Line and that éhe Germans
could not crack it. It had been built to settle the German
aggressions. When the Maginot Line was turned and destroyed,
all the anti-war sentiment...

Edwards (Peg): You and I were anti-war long before the war
was declared in 1939.

Edwards: Yes.

Edwards (Peg): You are now talking about when the Maginot

Line...

-

Edwards: This is when I turned toward being...

Edwards (Peg): We were pro-intervention.

Edwards: We were pro-intervention by that time. That's
the change that I'm talking about.

Downs: You were pro-intervention. The Hitler...the
anti-war...well, the anti-war period was there in the '30's.

Edwards (Peg): Early '30's.

Downs: Early '30's. And then, I don't want to put words
inyour mouth, but then as...I think...well I don't. Bette and I
went through that same period of being anti-war and then the

rise of Hitler there was a factor in shifting. I don't want to
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put words in your mouth.

Edwards: Well, the rise of Hitler was a factor. There is

no doubt about that, but it was the destruction of the Maginot

Line that just said to me, not only have you been wrong in
relation to this past posture, but you've got to be willing to
do something about it.

Downs: Now, let's go back to after you finished Harvard,
what did you do then?

Edwards: I worked for the student League for Industrial
Democracy.

Downs: And where was it you did that?

Edwards: It was based in New York city and it was headed
by Norman Thomas and Mary Fox.

Downs: Did you know Norman Thomas well?

Edwards: I knew him reasonably well, yes.

Downs: What were your activities then in New York with
the...

Edwards: I did a lot of lecturing for the student League
for Industrial Democracy. All around the country and colleges.

Downs: All around the country, what colleges. Can you
name a few of them?

Edwards: '"Oh, Amherst, dear Amherst for the name known to
fame and day of yore..." I was there. I'm not sure, I think I
was at Connecticut College, not when you were there.

Edwards (Peg): You went out to Lansing, you said. Because
you were nearly burned up in a house.

Edwards: Yes, I was ...l was at Michigan State



1: University...I probably was at 75 or 100 colleges. Hither,
2% tither and yon.

3; Downs: You remember at that period, what was the role of
4: the Communist Party? Do you recollect that?

5 Edwards: Well, the communists, as you know,

sf . ' fﬁf*efirst were pacifists aﬁd then they were
7' interventionists when Hitler attacked the Soviet Union and that
g continued for...let's see...let's cut it for a minute.

9? Downs: We had, had a telephone call interruption. We were
10: talking about the SLID, you worked there for a while and then
from there did you go to Detroit?

12! Edwards: I worked for the Student League for Industrial
13 Democracy for someplace between two and three years, I'd say.
14 Downs: Then I want to know how you got into Detroit and

15 the UAW. How did you make that transition’

16 .

’17? Edwards: ... adventures with the SLID?

18% Downs: Yeah, let's hear about some of those.

195 Edwards: Let's see...

20% Edwards (Peg): Didn't you start the student union, you an
21¥ and Joe Lash? And didn't Norman oppose it because it was going
22% to have communists in it? That was at the same time.

23% Edwards: .++esand it was a big mistake.

24} Edwards (Peg): American student... _
25? Edwards: - _ : .++.Joe Lash and Jimmy Wexler were red
26€ hot for it and I was somewhere between lukewarm and opposed and
271 as the thing went ahead I got less and less enthusiastic and
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wanted to get out and I started looking toward the union
movement as a feasible place to work for the things I believed
in.

Downs: Well, now is the American Student Union, that was a
united front against war and fascism or am I, I'm trying to
remember that period.

Edwards: That was another outfit that had that particular
slogan but it followed the same general line.

Downs: And Norman Thomas was concerned that communists
would get into it and control it. Is that correct?

Edwards: He was concerned about that and he was rightly
concerned about it.

Downs: And history you are saying, again, I don't want to
put words in your mouth, you're saying his concerns turned out
to...were they valid or invalid, his concerns?

Edwards: I think his concerns turned out to be valid. My
féther, at some point, when I was in school said to me, "Son, if
you ever have to _sup with the communists, take a long spoon."
I never forgot that and I never trusted them, and as time went
on I became a very strong anti-communist because they didn't
play by any rules of honesty or decency.

Downs: So, while your father was a very strong socialist,
and that must have taken real courage in Texas in those days, he
was also anti-communist. 1Is that what you are saying? So then
when you became, shall I say, disillusioned or move from the
American Student Union then you moved into the labor movement?

Edwards: Yes, I remember that I rode into Detroit one
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cold, winter day on a truck on which I had hitchhiked. You

know, most of my travel for the SLID was by hitchhiking. I

think the most I ever made from the SLID was $15 a week. And
that was some weeks. I rode into, I think Chicago, on a spinach
truck, a very cold night. 4ID had a branch office in Chicago at
that time and that's that last function that I recalrferﬂumh@
for thesLID. Now, you ask me how I got into the labor mbvement.

Edwards (Peg): You were going to write the gredat American
novel.

- Edwards: I wanted to get into the labor movement because I
was going to write the great American novel about it. I had
taken a course in Harvard in writing with a very bright
professor and I was gung ho for writing.

Downs: . - Peg just said, '"Did you know ‘Frank Wynn then?

Edwards:ﬁhémi:first went to Detroit I stayed with him and
these were the formative days of the UAW and Frank had been
taken on as editor on the UAW paper. We roomed together, in one
room, for a period. Headquarters for the UAW were in the old
‘Hoffman building (now. destroyedQ on Woodward Avenue in Detroit.
Homer Martin was president of the UAW and I had met Walter and
Victor Reuther in the work in the SLID. They had, had some
contact with Wayne Uni&ersity in a chapter there. At some
point around this period I met my bride to be. At the time that
I met her I was on the payroll of the UAW's WPA department,
Welfare and WTA department. In fact I was director of it and I
was getting paid $25 a week.

Downs: Was that when Homer Martin was...

-10-
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Edwards (Peg): August, 1938.

Edwards: August, 1938.

Downs: Was Homer Martin president then?

Edwards (Peg): No.

Edwards: Yeah.

Edwards (Peg): We went to the convention in Cleveland and
R.J. Thomas was elected.

Edwards: That was the next...that was after the.split...

Edwards (Peg): It was before we were married.

Edwards: «+..it was before we were married. Yes, that's
true.
Edwards (Peg): We were married April 10, 1939.
Downs: So Frank Wynn was working for Homer...when Frank
Wynn was putting out the UAW paper, was he working...
Edwards (Peg): I don't think so. He was working at
Kelsey-Hayes.
- Edwards: Oh, no. Frank never worked with Kelsey-Hayes.
Edwards (Peg): He wasn't editing what we think of as the
UAW paper.
Downs: He was doing publicity work.
Downs (Bette): Well, let me in here. 1In 1938, in the

summer, I was at the LID summer school in New York and Frank

© Wynn was there working with Norman Thomas who had been ejected

from, what's the name of the town in New Jersey, Jersey City.

Edwards: Jersey City. Yeah.
Downs (Bette): And so that was Franks job that summer.

Downs: Working with the SLID and Norman Thomas.

-11-
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6363:.(Bette): Norman Thomas because the plan was to go back to
Jersey City and have a huge rally which they did. And I don't
know what Frank did after that.
Edwards: Frank Hagﬁyﬁas the mayor of Jersey City who was
squashing all of the labor rallys.
Downs: Then you were back in Detroit rooming with Frank
Wynn and you were both then active in the UAW. 1Is that correct?
I know it is hard to remember these exact...
Edwards: I can't put the dates together...
- Downs: No, I'm not asking you to. We'll let someone else
worry about the dates.
Edwards: Along this time that I went to Detroit and I went
there to get a job. Not a job in the
) that
labor movement, to get a job in the shops and I remembe;{as one
of the most vivid experiences in my life. This was now winter
time, running the hiring line at the Ford Motor Company several
déys. If you wanted to get a job at Ford, you formed up in rows
.+.look at them from the air they'd look like a great
big snake. Literally thousands upon thousands of men were in
that line waiting to get to the hiring gate. There they asked
you one question, "What can you do." If you named the job that
they had for hire that day, they'd move you into another place
and they would go into your credentials a 1little more
thoroughly. 1If you didn't give the right answer for a job that
was being hired for that day, they just said, "Go on by."

Downs: What if you could do two or three jobs, could

you...

-12-



| Edwards: They would give you a chance to say but one job.
Couldn't say but ome job.

| Downs: And you were in that line.

ﬁ Edwards: And it was a bitter, bitter cold process.
Just...you had to get out there at 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning
to get in line at all.

[end side one]
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[side 2]

Edwards: I remember particularly hitchhiking into Lansing,

Michigan one terribly cold night and I had a LID contact that I

was supposed to call. I went to Hotel, about five stories

high on the bank of the river that runs through Lansing.

Downs: Wentworth...

Edwards: Huh?

Downs: Wentworth Hotel?

Edwards: Maybe, maybe. I don't remember the name. There

I ¢called my contact and nobody answered. And I called again a

11: little later and nobody answered. Then I went out and I think I

i

12% got something to eat and I came back to the same place and the
l

13£ same pay telephone and I called again and, by golly, the person
i

14% who was my contact answered and they said, "Why yes, we'll come

15. and get you and we'll put you up for the night." Well, that was

15} awfully good news because I didn't even have the money to...and
17? it was cold. I couldn't have even paid for that hotel. Well,
18, one of the reasons this sticks in my mind is because that hotel

|
l
19i burned down that night. I think a half a dozen people were
i
|

killed jumping out of the upper floors. That would register
211 with you, wouldn't it?
i
22£ Downs: That would register. That was before that...I

23 think I gave you the name of the wrong one, but I do remember
24f hearing about a hotel fire in Lansing.

25' Edwards: Well, let me see where we go from there. We got
26 Mme to Michigan.

27" Downs: Let's get... Peg, would you read those dates in
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just so we can refresh our memory and Bette is helping, too.
These are approximate by year.

Edwards (Peg): When George and I first started going
together, George was working out of the Hoffman building. I
don't remember who was president of the UAW.

Edwards: Well, I was a little bit confused at that point.
Homer Martin was president. Homer Martin had been president for
quite a while. .

Edwards (Peg): In 1934 George went to Harvard. '34-'36 he
worked for the LID and they formed the ASU, American Student
Union.

Downs: Which overlapped.

Edwards (Peg): Overlapped. In '37 or late '36 he went to
Detroit and he got a job at Kelsey-Hayes.

Edwards: That's right. Got a job at Kelsey-Hayes.

Downs: When did you meet, Peg?

Edwards (Peg): We met in August of '38.

Downs: When did you get married?

Edwards (Peg): '39. April.

Downs: So we've got you, George, working...

Edwards (Peg): Fifty years this April.

Downs: ...you're working at Kelsey-Hayes. Was
Kelsey-Hayes organized at that time?

Edwards: No, but I helped organize it.

Downs: Do you want to tell us a little bit about that,
what you did.

Edwards: Well, 1let's see, Kelsey was not the first

-15-
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automobile plant in Michigan to organize, but it was was about
the second. Kelsey-Hayes had two plants - ';:eally, . three, it had
the main plant on Mc Graw Avenue and a foundry across the
street, and then it had another plant five or six blocks away.
I was in the Mc:Graw Avenue plant, I was in department 49 and I
was working on a brake line. I was just hired right off the
street. They put me to work on the brake line the same day, I
think, that I was hired and my job was taking a brake -plate,
that's the plate to which the brake shoes would subsequently be
fixed by screws or rivets and I took the brake plates off of
a...that's not right. Another man took the brake plates off the
conveyer line and put them on a bench, a metal bench in front of
me and I took a strong wire spring which had metal plugs

on each end and performed the function of putting a plug in

lsﬁZLholes -6f. the brake plate which were going to be used for screw
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holes when the machining was done. This was to keep the paint,
which was applied then by dipping a lot of brake plates at one
time, out of these holes so the holes could be machined
properly. The guy who put the prakeplates on the line worked
like an ... I never got a friendly word out of him the whole
time I was there until after the plant became unionized. He
would slam the - brake plate down and if I was delayed in making
this ~to me, rather difficult operation of putting the plug in
one side, twisting and putting the plug on the underside, he
would just drop the plates on my hand. Wasn't fun. I had quite
a bit of controversy with him about what was happening to my

hands in this process. That, I'm trying to remember now...Vic

-16-
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Reuther had gotten a job on the day shift...on the night shift
at Kelsey. Not_in the same department as I. I had met Walter
Reuther in LID days at Wayne University and Walter, by then, was
president of the westside local of the UAW.

Downs: I want to interrupt for a minute. Do you remember
what the pay was when you worked at Kelsey-Hayes?

Edwards: Beg pardon?

Downs: What was the pay when you worked at Kelééy-Hayes?

Edwards: 37% cents an hour.

- Downs: How many hours did you work? How many days a week,
was it a 40 hour week?

Edwards: It wasn't a 40 hour week. It was a 48 hour week,
I think. I think so, I'm not positive of that.

Downs: No overtime?

Edwards: No, no overtime.

Edwards (Peg): Weren't you called by numbers?

Edwards: That was one of the biggest things. The foreman
never addressed me except by my number, my shop number.

Downs: Was that true for all the workers.

Edwards: That went for all the workers.

Edwards (Peg): It wasn't that this man was so cruel
because he was so worried because he was near 40.

Edwards: Well, a whole lot of things are called back by
these memories. There was a man named D#nzig who ran the
employment aspect of Kelsey-Hayes and the man who owned the shop
was named Kennedy. The shop was a big supplier to Ford. The

work that I was doing was going on to Ford cars subsequently.

-17-
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One of these employees, and I think maybe I'm not sure of this,

an older man at lunch break on a sunny day, we were sitting

outside, said to me, "I bet you are too scared to join a union."
And I said that I'm not too scared to join a union, are you a
union man? He said, "Yes, I'm a union man and I have a card
here and if you give me a dollar, why you can fill it out and
you can become a member of the westside local." I filled it out
and I became a member of the westside local and I still have the
card. It's framed on the wall in here.
. Edwards (Peg): What were you going to say aBout D:enzig?

Edwards: Well, Deazig was...I always had a lot of respect
for Kennedy. Kennedy was a man of his word. When we got to
talk to him we could generally work things out. Denzig was a
typical employment manager type who was engaged in trying to get
everything out of employees that he could get out of them
without giving anything back. It seems to me that things came
to a crisis on one of the days around Christmas time when Ford
Motor Company undertook to take trucks and employees into the
McGraw Avenue plant to take the dies out so that they could
move them to Ford and they could do the work there. That, of
course, was very threatening to the strikers and the strikers
organized on that point.

Downs: You mention strikers. When did the strike start?
Or were they taking the dies out after the strike started?

Edwards: i They were taking the dies out after the
strike started, yes. The actual...the first strike I think was

called by Vic Reuther on the afternoon shift, but it only lasted

-18-



1. for maybe an hour or so and then the next day, after that brief
i .~on the dayshift

2, shutdown in department 49...we shut department 49 doweé That's
. really :

3/ when the strike started and it was several days after that the
i

41 Ford Motor Company undertook to take the dies out. Workers from

~

5% all over the city showed up at the gates and they did not take

6. the dies out.

7¥ Downs: Was Kelsey-Hayes organized at that time.

83 Edwards: Well...

gi Downs: Or was it just a process

10% - Edwards: It was in the process of being organized.
11 ‘Downs: You had the strike...

Edwards: Midland Steele, I think was the first plant in

13! Detroit to organize and it had been organized for maybe a month

14: Dby then. So I think that Kelsey was probably the second plant

15: to organize.

161 Downs: Then the workers from other plants came to help to
'17g kéep the dies from being taken out.
' ¢, .- 2Rout
IBE Edwards: Yeah, no questionAFhat, that happened.
i
lgﬁ Downs: Now, you said that you met Walter Reuther. Was

20" that...what period...what was that occasion?

Edwards: Well, I had met Walter at Wayne University while
22" I was working for the LID.

23" Downs: Was he a student at Wayne at that time?

24€ Edwards: He and Victor were both students at Wayne at some
25“ point or anothervin exactly when and how...

26£ Downs: That was an SLID meeting at Wayne where you met

him.
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Edwards: Yes, I am sure there was a SLID meeting at Wayne.

Downs: Now, from Kelsey-Hayes then the strike ended up
at...the UAW won that striked?

Edwards: Kelsey-Hayes?

Downs: Yes.

Edwards: Oh, no question about it. The...

Edwards (Peg): George jumped over the fence though and
went off to Chicago to a meeting of the ASU and résigned as
president of the ASU, ran back, jumped over the fence and got
back in the strike.

Downs: You had been president of the ASU?

Edwards (Peg): Yes.

Downs: Nationally?

Edwards (Peg): Yes.

Downs: And you went and resigned and then came back.

Edwards: Yeah.

Downs: Peg, you add more color to it than George does.

Edwards (Peg): Well...there is so much, you know.

Downs: I know it...it's not...what...what to say, it's
what to leave out. There is so much there. Why did you say you
resigned when you went there as president because that must have
been pretty dramatic.

Edwards: I guess I told them that I was going to be
working in the labor movement. But, truth to tell, the
communist influence in the ASU bothered me to no end. There was
a gal named Celeste Smmc§;> .~ organizing ASU'ers and I didn't

see...couldn't see her for dirt.
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Edwards (Peg): What about Joe and Jimmy?

Edwards: Well, they weren't at the meeting. They stayed
in New York and they didn't get out in the countryside. Jimmy
wrote the paper and Joe masterminded, but he didn't get around
the country.

Downs: Did Joe Lash break from the ASU at that time? Do
you remember?

Edwards: No.

Downs: And Wechler didn't either.

> Edwards: Both of them stayed witithe ASU for quite a while.
I don't know just how long.

Downs: Yeah. Then you went back to Kelsey-Hayes.

Edwards: I went back to Kelsey-Hayes, just climbed over
the fence and picked up the strike. Then we...

Downs: Kelsey-Hayes was part of the westside local.

Edwards: Kelsey-Hayes became part of the westside local
after...there was...I can't remember exactly how this came
about, but at one point Mike Manning and I were outside the
company office and Paul Denzig who was the labor relations guy
for Kelsey-Hayes called me away from Mike and said, "I want to
talk to you alone." I said, "I can't talk to you alone." He
said, "Mr. Kennedy wants to make you an offer. He'll pay you,"
and I think it was $16,000 a year, which was quite a fortune at
that period, and I somewhat indignantly told him, '"Thanks, but
no thanks."

Downs: What was the $16,000 a year to be for?

Edwards: I guess to be in employment relations.
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Downs: The work, it wasn't to be a spy in the union, but

just to work in the employment relations for the company.

Edwards: No, maybe I'm just assuming that. I know that he
mentioned the figure...

Downs: The $16,000. That was pretty big money at that
time.

Edwards: That was very big money.

Edwards (Peg): You made 37¢ an hour.

Edwards: That's the thing that I was trying to get at,
at...I can't remember whether it was before or after this.
Maybe it was after this...maybe it was before this. But,
in...we had some discussion with top management in Kelsey-Hayes
and they offered to post a notice which said that the plant will
open at 7:00 or whatever the starting time was on such and such
a date. This was after Christmas, as I recall it, and the base
rate will be 75¢.

‘ Downs: That was more than double.

Edwards: More than double...more than double. And

that...and that was posted and at Kelsey-Hayes, Kennedy did not

want a contract with the union because Ford didn't want any

contracts and we wunderstood that and we went along with

developing a bargaining relationship which was one of the best
in the union for years. But we never had anything on paper and
in writing.
Downs: Now, did men and women get the same pay then?
Edwards: No, and I don't remember...they got raises

proportionate to...
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Downs: Were there many blacks or was it all white?

Edwards: There weren't any blacks in our unit. There were
blacks in the foundry across the street.

Downs: Were women doing the same work as men, or different
jobs.

Edwards: Women were doing...there were women working in
department 49 and they were doing jobs that were similiar but it
tended to be fast jobs.

Downs: Let's just wind up in a couple of minutes. You'd
mentioned this fellow that would put the braképlauﬁ on your hand
before the union. Then you said something about after you were
organized you worked beside him. Was there any difference.

Edwards: Oh, Yes.  He was the friendliest fellow in the
world. It had just taken years of... You see, Kelsey also
recognized seniority from that point foreward and...

Downs: From that point you mean after the strike.

Edwards: After the strike.

Downs: Even though it was not in a written contract.

Edwards: Even though it wasn't in any written form. But
they had seniority by...we had departmental seniority, really.

Downs: We have done pretty near an hour, now. We had
planned a half an hour. Shall we quit for a while and then.
This is Tom again. It is now about 8:30, Friday night and this
is the second side of the tape. This will be the end of it and
then we'll start tomorrow on the difference where George worked
forészi union person and before the person was in the union.

That's the end of the second side of the first tape.
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tape 2, side 1

Downs: Testing X,Y,Z. This is November 19th, tape 2, side
'1. It's now about 10:00 Saturday morning, November 19, 1988.
George you remember we wound up last night we talked about
before the union when you worked on the line. Something about
the brake shoe and the fellow that was before you, got the part
and take it and practically slam it on your hand if you got
behind and was very non-communicative. Then you talked about
the change after the union. Do you want to go into that a
little bit more?

Edwards: Well, the whole atmosphere of the plant changed
to no small degree I presume that it didn't change through the
desires of the management, but it certainly was more pleasant
from the point-of-view of the people that were working there.

Downs: What was the age of the man that worked next to
you, about?

Edwards: He was very old. He was 40.

Downs: That was very old for the plant. How old were you
about? 1In your 20's?

Edwards (Peg): 22 or 23.

Edwards: Something like that.

Downs: Then you said, I think often the best comes up in a
discussion " of a seniority system,. even though it
wasn't in writing. What effect would that have had on this man?

Edwards: Well, it saved his job, but it also ultimately it
meant that I didn't get called back because Vie® and I were very,

very junior people on the roster.
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Downs: Would you tell us some more changes that you saw
after the union, the relation with this man. I just want a
llittle more. What actually happened.

Edwards: I don't know that I can remember specifids, Tom.
But, itZ@as totally more relaxed situation and he, in place of
being worried about his job every day that he went to the shop
for fear he might get laid-off permanently was confident of a

job and probably was a better worker for it.

Downs: Did he put br ake plate on your hand from then on?

Edwards: Not thereafter.

Downs: Did you call each other by yourﬁrggl names, did
you recall? i

Edwards: Yés,ygs.

Downs: Then you talked, I think a little after the tape
was off kind of reminiscing about, did the people flock to the
union, or did you have to recruit people. How did they come
into westside local?

Edwards: They came into the westside local in droves.
There were...there was a time that I distinctly remember that at
the office at 35th and Michigan we had waste baskets full of
application cards for the union and dollar bills clipped to
them. Bob Kmﬁér.‘and I stood guard over this union treasure
trove{pr some nights before we could get them processed into

some sort of records .

Downs: They would just come off the street, walk in and
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want to sign up.

Edwards:  They brought them in, stewards in the shop.
Collected them and brought them in and turned them in at the
35th and Michigan office.

Downs: You said that when you were working befo¥ethe union
somebody asked you if you wanted to join and you paid a dollar
and joined. How did you know that wasn't a spy from the company
that wanted to get you fired?

Edwards: Well, I didn't know. I just didn't think so. He
sort of challenged me, he said, "I bet you wouldn't be willing
to join the union." And I did.

Downs: Well, I have.here the official receipt, local union
174, number 1162, General Office 804 Hoffman Building,
International Union, United Automobile Workers of America.
Received of handwritten, George Edwards $2.00 dated December 7,
1936. Signed by Walter P. Reuther, Financial Secretary. Dues
International Office 137%. Someday I would like to get a
photostat of that to put with these. And that is the original.

Edwards: That is the original.

Downs: Well good. There aren't many of those around. And
Walter Reuther was the financial secretary. Alright so then...

Edwards: He was doubling in brass.

Downs: Do you want to tell us some more about those early
days at westside local and Kelsey-Hayes, and so on.

Edwards: Well, we were engaged very quickly in organizing
in other plants. There was a great big plant called Turnsted

where there were a lot of women workers, as I recall, and we
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organized it and then Cadillac, as I recall, it was next on

4the&f§fn terms of dates. And the Cadillac management elected to

keep the plant open and there were...Cadillac was always sort
of...it was always...it had a little more prestige, both among
the workers and on the supervision and they got quite a few
people going through the picket 1lines and there was some
pushing and shoving at the Cadillac picket 1lines on a cold
winter days. |

Downs: Now, when you said you would organize, just
specifically, what would you do? Like to organize Turnsted?

Edwards: Well, we had a soundtmck and make. speeches and
said that the union would be good for you so join.

Downs: Now, were you doing this as a volunteer or were
you paid at that time?

Edwards: I can't remember when I first was put on the
payroll, but I do remember, I think, that I was paid $15 a week.
I-don't...I think I stayed on that until sometime later on when
I began to develop an affiliation with Margaret Medill McConnel
and at that point I went in and saw George,MRSS, who was the
financial secretary, and the man who could get my pay raised.
At that point I think it went up. I know it went up twice,
maybe it went up more than that. Maybe it got up as high as $50
a week at some point.

Downs: Now for a while there, though, you were working at
Kelsey-Hayes ... and7§§3§§tréd§ and Turnsted , that would be on

your off time?

Edwards: Well, I didn't go back into Kelsey-Hayes after
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the strike occurred because my seniority was not such as to

warrant my being called back in.

Downs: Peg Edwards has found from a scrapbook, a card.
Would you please read that.

Edwards (Peg): This is a card from the International Union
of the United Automobile Workers of America, affiliated with the
Committee for Industrial Organization. Office of the
International President. To Whom It May Concern: This is to
certify that George Edwards is hereby duly authorized and
legally commissioned to act as International Representative and
this day is the 26th day of October, 1937. Signed by Homer
Martin, President.

Downs: That is a bit of history. Did you know Homer
Martin very well?

Edwards: <", I knew him reasonably well.

Downs: Do you want to make any comments. There has been a
lot written on Homer Martin, I don't know... (unclear because of
coughing).

Edwards: Homer Martin was... Let me see, how canm I
describe Homer Martin... Homer Martin had organized, I think,
the Kansas City local and at a convention which preceeded my, I
think preceeded my becoming a member of the union, he had been
elected president. He was...he was not a strong person. He
didn't have a consistant policy about anything, as I recall him.
There were...was...there were....there was developing a three
way split in the union. A split which was led by a man who was

a pretty well-known as a communist named John Anderson and there
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was a unit that was led by Martin and then there was a unit that

was led by Walter Reuther. I . supmnfed . - Walter, of course.

I don't know about "of course", but I did. Because I thought he
made more sense than anybody else consistantly.

Downs: What was John Anderson's base? He was president of
a local or...

Edwards: He was president of a tool and die, there were
two tool and die locals and he was president of one of them.

Downs: One 55 and one 57.

= Edwards: I think they were 155 and 157.

Downs: Blain Marrin was later the president of one.
Is that correct?

Edwards: Blain Marrin - . was in the union, but I don't
remember whether he was...

Downs: Now, Anderson was the president of that. What was
Walter Reuther's base at that time?

‘ Edwards: Walter had been at Ford and he was...I think his
membership was credited as Ford local. At that time there was
practically no such thing as a Ford local. Did I ever talk to
you about running the employment line at Ford?

Downs: Yes, you talked about the (inaudible) But what you
never did tell me. Did you get up to the place to be hired?

Edwards: Yes, I got up to the place to be hired.

Downs: What did you say?

Edwards: And they said, "What can you do?" and I said that
I could operate a punch press and they said, "We don't neééyﬁﬁﬂ'

Downs: You just picked the wrong job.
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Edwards: Yeah, I picked the wrong job.

_ Downs: If(you had known if they wanted something else like
a millwright, is that a millwright?

Edwards: Well, I would have had a hell of time asserting
that I could be a millwright.

Downs: Where a punch press was...

Edwards: A punch press I thought I could run.

Downs: (inaudible) could keep your fingers crossed. So
then...and then they rejected you, you just went away, or were
there security people to see you got away?

Edwards: No.

Downs: You just went off. Then Walter was at the Ford
local and then from there, how did he get into the westside
local?

Edwards: Well, for a time the westside local claimed
hegemony over the Ford unit.

. Downs: Oh, I see. The westside local had hegemony over
(inaudible)

Edwards: Everything on the west side and the (inaudible)

Downs: The west side of Detroit.

Edwards: Yeah.

Downs: Which is a pretty big area.

Edwards: That's a damn big area. It could encoampass the
whole Rouge plant.

Downs: Rouge plant, Cadillac, Turnsted » Kelsey-Hayes, you
name it (inaudible). That was 1742

Edwards: Walter never was backward in ambition.
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Downs: Now, you had met Walter at Wayne, when you were

working for the SLID, was that...

Edwards: Right.

Downs: We went over that. Then when did you next see him

Edwards: Well, he was certainly around the Kelsey-Hayes
strike and I presume I was in contact with him. Vic was in
Kelsey-Hayes, although on a different shift. But we...I'm sure
I was around that 35th and Michigan office quite a bit.

Downs: Then when you were working at $15 a week, that was
signed by the International Representative, Homer Martin and
George Addes was the Secretary of the Treasury, is that correct?
Addés and Reuther were the two leaders of the two big factionms.
I think that's pretty well...

Edwards: Martin,'Addés and Reuther, each uiltimately was
the head of a faction in the union.

Downs: Then you sided with Walter. Did you work directly
fér... Who did you work for directly when you were
International Rep.? On organizing these plants, was it...did
you do it on your own, Or were you...? |

Edwards: I don't think that there was rather...a very well
defined line.of authority, but I :agra? | that I
worked for the union and that Walter was the closest person to
somebody I recognized as a leader.

Downs: GusVSc£¢U£, when did you get to know him?

Edwards: Not for some time there after...

Downs: I remember Gus told me there would be...he was

working for the CIO, Alan Haywood at that time and there would
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be a phone call or so many people were sitting down, they wanted

and I think he said that there was a hundred or under a thousand

they just weren't able to bothgro I mean it's. Am I?

Edwards: It was a thingZ;ﬁgkroomed and people would call
up and say we are on strike. Come organize us. That's what
happened in Yale town situation. Which was wherel was involved
in organizing. I was sent, I guess by Walter té respond to one
of those calls . "We are on strike’ and we distributed
application cards and signed up members and organized the
strike. It went on for sometime.

Downs: Was that a sit down strike?

Edwards: Yes. -

Downs: And they stayed in the plant and the police tried
to get them out.

Edwards: Yes . They...some...let's see, the big... There
were . by then, some big (inaudible) plants on strike. The Flint
piants were organized. They were big General Motors plants.
Particularly plant four. Murphy was Governor of Michigan at the
time and there was...General Motors had organized a force of

supervision with a view toward ousting the strikers from plant

four in Flint. This got to be a very tense situation and Murphy

sent in the National Guard and they took up positions around
plant four, as I recall. ThenMﬂrﬂQanened negotiations between
General Motors and the union and some sort of agreement was
arrived at whereby it was agreed that the workers would leave
the plant and production would be resumed and negotiations would

open on contractual matters. Lewis had sent a couple of
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....sent a couple of people to Flint, as I

recall the matter. One of them was...l think one of them was

Brophy and I'm trying to remember the other one... Geomer

Adolf Geomer ..  Geomer was a former mine worker. Gum@rf'was
pretty timid for a former mine worker, as I recall him. We
decided that there should be, and I expect that Walter was a

major figure in the decision, but I was involved in it also~

That there should be a demonstration in Cadillac Square to show

\

the strength that the union had. This was treated in the press
ag being a threat of a mass riot and in fact thousands upon
thousands of people gathered in Cadillac Square and there was
no problem at all, and of course the meeting was a series of
speeches. I don't remember who all talked, but I suppose that
everybody that was in some leadership position did. I certainly
talked at one of those Cadillac Square meetings. I don't
remember if it was the one that I'm talking about now, or

another one.

Downs: Now, when you were the organizer for the UAW, did

you have, what we would now call, staff meetings, or were you

just moving so fast that...the kind of organization taking place

within the people working for the union.

Edwards: I would say that it was about as...it might have

seemed to the opposition that it was well organized, but we knew

it wasn't.
Downs: When you were organizing there - you
were assigned to the west sidee .(Inaudible) everything west of

Woodward is that it.
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Edwards: Right.

Downs: That is a pretty big area. Now, were you an
officer, or did you get elected to any position at the westside
local or were you simply a staff person?

Edwards: I was a staff person.

Downs: Is that right. Then did you ever...

[end side 3]

Edwards (Peg): We were married in April of 1939. I
remember... and George was a staff organizer for the UAW,
assigned to the WPA and Welfare Department. He worked for WPA
workers and Welfare and that's how he came to the attention to
the Mayor. But, I can remember a meeting at our house with
Walter and I believe George Young and Mike Manning. George
wanted very much to be president of westside local. I think
that is the job he wanted most in 1life that he didn't get.
Walter ended the meeting by saying, 'Mike, you will become
pfesident of the westside local. George Edwards, you will be an
organizer for the WPA,and Welfare Departmenf’and George Young he
gave another position. I don't happen to remember what. That
was a very emotional meeting for both of us.

Downs: Now, Peg, what was Walter's position?

Edwards (Peg): Walter was president of westside local, but
he was moving on into the...he was moving out of the westside
local and into the national...into the UAW international.

Downs: To be on the executive board or president?

Edwards (Peg): I think so. I think he just got elected
on the executive board.

Edwards: He was already on the executive board.
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Downs: And then at that time he was in a position to name
his successor, is that it?
| Edwards (Peg): Isn't that right, George.

Edwards: Well...

Edwards (Peg): He did name his successor.

Edwards: Oh, he did!

Edwards (Peg): And his successor lived with us you know.

Downs: Mike Manning.

Edwards: Mike Manning. He boarded with us.

- Downs: Remember this is an aside. JackMc Elhone , I know
both of you knew him very well, but Jack somehow or other didn't
think toomuch of Mike Ma<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>