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where and when were you born?

^Oh io . December 28 , 1939 .
So your how old now?

42.

H a v e y o u a n y b r o t h e r s o r s i s t e r s ?

8 b r o t h e r s a n d 4 s i s t e r s .

A n y o f t h e m i n t h i s a r e a ?

O n e b r o t h e r a n d o n e s i s t e r i n M i c h i g a n , n o t i n t h i s a r e a - .

A n y o f t h e m h a v e a n y c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e a u t o p l a n t s , a t a l l .

One works fo r k - foe- Chrys le r Corpora t ion .

W h i c h o n e , b r o t h e r o r s i s t e r ?

B r o t h e r .

What does he do?

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , a n d I t h i n k t h e i r p l a n t i s a b o d y p l a n t

S o , h e ' s s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f w h a t ?

M a t e r i a l d e p a r t m e n t .

I s y o u r m o t h e r " p o l i s h , o r p a r t - p o l i s h ?

N o , m o t h e r ' s I t a l i a n .

a b o u t y o u r f a t h e r ?

3*0
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J S : H e ' s p a s s e d a w a y, b u t h e ' s t h e f c r b l i s h o n e .

PP: Now, was he pol ish on both sides of the family or one?

J S : B o t h s i d e s .

PP: Did your grandparents immigrate from Poland?

J S : Ye s .

PP: Have you any idea what part of Poland?

J S : N o , n o t r e a l l y .

P P : I s y o u r w i f e p o l i s h o r p a r t p o l i s h ?

J S : N o .

PP: How many children do you have?

JS: None.

PP: I f you were ta lk ing to a young person now about thei r careers

and so forth, and what they were going to do when they grew

up or got a l i t t le older would .you ever suggest now they

perhaps find work in an auto 'p lant?

JS : Yes , I wou ld i n ce r ta in depar tmen ts o r t rades .

PP: What would you suggest to them?

JS: I wou ld recommend any k ind o f sk i l led t rades, whether i t

would be an e lect r ic ian or a machine repai r, or whatever.

PP: You wou ldn ' t suggest p roduct ion?

J S : We l l , i f t h e y h a d t o g e t i n t h e a u t o m o b i l e f a c t o r y, o r i f t h e y

did, then I would suggest that once they got there, because

the company will send you to school or train you to bees4^e

a sk i l led t radesman.

PP : D i d yo u r f a t h e r o r u n c l e o r o t h e r c l o se r e l a t i ve , o t h e r t h a n

the brother you mentaioned, ever work in an auto plant?

JS: Yes. I had two uncles that worked at Chevy Gear & Axle.

PP: They work there now?

JS: No, they ' reAretired now.
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P P : C a n y o u t e l l m e w h a t t h e y d i d ?

J S : O n e w a s a m a i n t e n a n c e , a n d h e w a s , I w o u l d n ' t s a y c l a s s i fi e d

a s a g a r d e n e r , b u t h e t o o k c a r e o f t h e l a w n s . T h e o t h e r w a s

a c l e r k i n t h e m a t e r i a l d e p a r t m e n t . B u t , w h e r e I w o r k e d i n

t h e f a c t o r ^ h e w o r k e d i n t h e o f fi c e .

P P : Yo u r f a m i l y r e a l l y f a v o r s t h a t m a t e r i a l d e p a r t m e n t , d o e s n ' t

J S : M a y b e w e h a < v ^ e p u l l , y o u c a n g e t t h a t i n a n a u t o m o b i l e f a c t o r y

P P : H o w d i d y o u g e t i n ?

J S : T h r o u g h m y u n c l e .

P P : D o y o u f e e l a n y i d e n t i fi c a t i o n w i t h P o l a n d a t a l l , d o y o u

c o n s i d e r y o u r s e l f a n A m e r i c a n o r a P o l i s h A m e r i c a n .

JS: Just an <^jmerican .

P P : D o y o u k n o w a n y w o r d s o f x j o l i s h a t a l l ?

J S : M a y b e a f e w s l a n g w o r d s t h a t I h e a r p e o p l e s a y i n g l i k e . . .
A/j~R

bu t I cou ldn ' t p ronounce them r i gh t any -w-s ry.

P P : W h a t i s y o u r a c c e n t , a n y w a y ? A n O h i o a c c e n t ?

J S : I ' m a b o u t 4 0 m i l e s f r o m W e s t V i r g i n i a , s o w e h a v e a l i t t l e

b i t o f a d r a w l .

P P : W h e r e w a s y o u r f a t h e r b o r n ?

J S : H e w a s b o r n i n a l i t t l e p l a c e c a l l e d M o d o c k , O h i o ( ? )

P P : D o y o u k n o w w h y h i s p a r e n t s h a p p e n e d t o s e t t l e i n t h a t

a rea?

J S : N o , n o t r e a l l y . W h e n t h e y fi r s t c a m e o v e r , I t h i n k t h e y

w e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a .

P P : ^ Yo u r g r a n d f a t h e r w o r k e d i n t h e c o a l m i n e s , t h e n ?

J S : Ye s . T h e n t h e y m o v e d t o O h i o . I t h i n k w h a t t h e y w a n t e d t o d o

q w a s , I d o n ' t t h i n k h e h a d t h e w h o l e i d e a f o r h i m s e l f , b u t h e

d i d r e a l l y , p r a c t i c a l l y f o u n d e d t h e t o w n , M o d o c k , O h i o .
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A n d h e w a s a s t r o n g c a t h o l i c , a n d h e b u i l t t h e c h u r c h

a n d . . u n t i l t h e y g o t a p r e a c h e r , o r p r i e s t t h e r e h e j u s t g a v e

t h e m a p l a c e t o w o r s h i p , b e c a u s e h e b u i l t t h e w h o l e c h u r c h

a n d p r a c t i c a l l y s t a r t e d t h e w h o l e t o w n f o r h i m s e l f . B u t

i t w a s n ' t a b i g p l a c e . A n d t h a n t h e y m o v e d t o G l o u c e s t e r ,

O h i o , i t w a s n ' t t h a t f a r a w a y .

W e ' r e t h e i r a n y o t h e r ( p o l i s h f a m i l i e s , o r p a r t R p o l i s h

f a m i l i e s i n G l o u c e s t e r , O h i o

Ye s , t h e r e a r e .

Do you have a (po l ish church?

Where I come f rom i t ' s a smal l town and 75% of them ar^e

a i r i r e l a t i v e s .

I s t h e r e a R p o l i s h c h u r c h ?

J u s t c a t h o l i c .

Do you eve r a t t end a (po l i sh pa r i sh now?

J u s t a c a t h o l i c c h u r c h .
QA r e t h e r e m a n y ( p o l i s h p e o p l e l i v i n g i n t h i s g e n e r a l a r e a

o f F e r n d a l e ?

I c o u d l ' n ' t s a y, b e c a u s e I d o n ' t k n o w t o o m a n y p e o p l e a r o u n d

h e r e . N o w , f r o m r e a d i n g t h e p a p e r t h e r e ' s a l o t o f f r o l i s h

p e o p l e t h a t g o t o t h a t c h u r c h , S t . J a m e s .

W h e r e i s i t , S t . J a m e s ?

I t ' s o n H a z e l h u r s t , l u s t t w o b l o c k s o v e r f r o m h e r e .

D o y o u b e l o n g t o a n y p o l i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? RW h e n y o u w e r e

g r o w i n g u p i n O h i o , d i d y o u p a r e n t s o w n t h e i r o w n h o m e ?

Yes.

N o w, t h i s i s a n a p a r t m e n t i s n ' t i t ? H a v e y o u e v e r o w n e d

a house?
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No.

Do you have a boa t o r co t tage?

No.

H a v e y o u e v e r h a d a p a r e n t o r p a r e n t - i n - l a w l i v i n g w i t h y o u ?

No.

L e t m e a s k y o u a l i t t l e n o w a b o u t y o u r w o r k l i f e . F i r s t

o f a l l , w h e r e d i d y o u g o t o s c h o o l , d i d y o u g o t o s c h o o l i n

Ohio?

G l o u c e s t e r H i g h S c h o o l i n O h i o .

When you were i n Oh io wha t k ind o f j obs d id you do?

I w o r k e d t h r o u g h s c h o o l . T h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n I c a m e h e r e ,

~ j ) h e r e w a s n ' t t o o m u c h w o r k t h e r e b u t i n s c h o o l y o u c o u l d c ^ O

p i c k u p o d d j o b s . I u s e t o w o r k f o r a t e a c h e r . T h e t e a c h e r

h a d a f a r m a n d I u s e t o c u t g r a s s a n d h o e g a r d e n s , n o t a

b i g fi e l d o r a n y t h i n g , j u s t g e n e r a l l y a r o u n d h e r h o u s e . I

c l e a n e d o u t t h e b a r n . T h e n I g r a d u a t e d a n d w e d i d h a v e a n

independen t s ign company down here , an independen t , one-man owned

i t , a n d h e w a s f a i r l y o l d a n d I w o r k e d f o r a b o u t 8 m o n t h s

a n d h e p a s s e d a w a y. I t h i n k h e h a d t w o s o n s a n d l e f t i t t o

t h e m b u t t h e y d i d n ' t w a n t i t s o t h e y s o l d t h e b u i l d i n g a n d

t h a t l e f t m e w i t h o u t a j o b . I t w a s a d e c e n t j o b , i t w a s n ' t

b i g m o n e y b u t i t w a s a d e c e n t j o b . B u t t h a t w a s t h e i d e a o f

c o m i n g t o M i c h i g a n , t h e r e w e r e j u s t n o j o b s t h e r e .

So, how o ld were you when you came to Mich igan?

1 9 . I w a s 1 8 a n d I t h i n k I w a s h e r e a w e e k a n d I t u r n e d 1 9 .

When you came to M ich igan d id you come to a f r i end o r a

r e l a t i v e o r d i d y o u j u s t c o m e ?

A r e l a t i v e .
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P P : A ( p o l i s h o r i t a l i a n r e l a t i v e ?

J S : ( p o l i s h .

PP: Where did you 1-e-a-v-e?

J S : I n D e t r o i t o n A l b a n y . A n d A l b a n y i s b e t w e e n N e v a d a a n d 7 M i l e ^ ^ ^

P P : S o , i t w a s n ' t t h a t f a r f r o m H a m t r a m c k , s o r t o f o n t h e o u t s k i r t s .

J S : N o , n o t f a r a t a l l . I u s e t o d o m y S a t u r d a y s h o p p i n g t h e r e .

P P : W h e n y o u w e r e t h a t a g e t h e n y o u w e r e r e a l l y i n t r o d u c e d t o

i n t o a - ( p r o l i s h c o m m u n i t y, a t l e a s t y o u w e r e w i t h o n e o f t h e s e

u n c l e s . A n d t h e n , o b v i o u s l y y o u h a d t o g e t a j o b s o w h a t

h a p p e n e d ? U n c l e s a i d h e ' d h e l p ?

J S : B e f o r e I c a m e u p , I p r e t t y w e l l h a d t h e j o b b e c a u s e m y u n c l e

w a s a c l e r k f o r t h e o v e r a l l b o s s i n / m a t e r i e l . A n d h e w o u l d

c o m e t o O h i o y o n c e a m o n t h o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t a n d a s k i f I

w o u l d l i k e t o - G - e - m e - t o M i c h i g a n , w h i c h I r e a l l y d i d n ' t c a r e f o r

a t t h a t t i m e , b u t s i n c e t h e i r w a s n ' t n o w o r k I s a i d y e s . I

g u e s s m a y b e h e g o t t h e b o s s t o p u t h i s n a m e o n a n a p p l i c a t i o n .

H e b r o u g h t m e a n a p p l i c a t i o n .

P P : D i d y o u a p p l y f o r a s t o p - c h e c k e r ?

J S : N o , I w o r k e d p r o d u c t i o n . I w o r k e d e v e r y t h i n g t h e r e .

P P : W h a t d i d y o u s t a r t w o r k a s ?

J S : I s t a r t e d w o r k i n t h e m a t e r i e l d e p a r t m e n t b u t I u n l o a d e d b o x

c a tA's .

P P : W h a t d i d t h e y c a l l y o u ?

J S : M a t e r i a l h a n d l e r .

P P : W h a t y e a r w a s t h a t ?

J S : 1 9 5 9 .
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PP: What is the date that you consider your seniority?

JS: December 28, 1959.

PP: That was your birthday then.

JS: My birthday.

PP: First of all you were a materied handler than what happened

af ter that?

JS: I worked, we had 8 different plants there, different bui ldings,

they go by Plant 1, 2, 3, on up and so forth. I hired in
I worked for Plant 7 as a materiel handler and I'd say I

worked there for maybe 5 months on the afternoon shift, which

I d idn' t real ly l ike, so I put in for day shi f t , so they let

me have day shift at Plant 3 but I was still a materiel handler

So then they had, well it was union, they called it seniority

bumps. If anybody wants to come from afternoons to days,
so I got bumped. But instead of going back to afternoons they

put me to Plant 6. I worked on production line there.
PP: Doing what?

JS: I was making control arms. Stil l in materiel. They made them
4 put them on the line and I had to take them off the line and

put them in boxcarts for shipping.
PP: What are control arms?

JS: They go in front of the car and.help it ste^r.

PP: So, i t 's part of the axle?

JS: Axle, yes.
PP: Excuse me for asking but I'm not familiar with these terms

and when someone says what they're doing I like to at least

have on the tape a rough description of what people are doing.
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PP: So you were doing that, for how long?

JS: Maybe 3 or 4 months, all -4-o-taJ_ad I'd say maybe a year and a

half, two years. Then, I finally went to Plant 4 in the
materiel department and I got on what they call stop^checking

and I've been with sto<p'-checking ever since then. But different

phases. Now we have steel, which is a certain person who
checks steel, and we have gear, nuts and bolts that hold down

things andRt'nings that go in the axle which would have a
different check for those. And then you would have a different

checker for castings, which would be like knuckles, cases,

carr iers. I 'd say there were five d i f ferent checkers in

Mater ia l .
PP: This is^one plant?

JS: Yes, in the materiel department.

PP: Well, actually, the jm^teriel department, does that cover the

whole plant or

JS: Covers the building. But they have so much materiel, one

man couldn't do the whole job it was divided into like 5

d i f f e ren t pa r t s .

PP: When you say check, do you mean hand the material out for

use, is that what you mean or check the amount that's in
the inventory.

JS: Check the amount that we have, because you don't want to

run out of materials. They have people across the street
in the office building, we call ts follow-up m&n r Jchey order

parts from outside companies and you would have to check,

everything goes by number in the materiel department. Every
little bolt has a number, whatever, so you would check and
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take the stocks on hand every day and you would make out

a form and hand i t across the s t reet to these fo l low-up

people and they would check what you checked. They would

check the l ist that you checked and see whatever they were

low on in parts and &cr kept the flow coming in. So you

d i d n ' t r u n o u t .

PP: So, what k ind of check ing job d id you actua l ly have there?

JS: I was on everyone of them. Just in case someone was missing

or absent or someth ing l i ke tha t o r somebody got la id -o f f

They made all of us permanent.

PP: I f th is i s the case and there are on ly i f you say 5 peop le

doing this checking work what happens when someone goes on

vacat ion?

J S : T h e y r e a l l y d i d n ' t h a v e fi v e d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e , t h e r e w a s

5 d i f ferent phases of the checking, but they might had 7

people, there was so much stock it might have been divided

up. But everybody that wo-p-ks for the mater iel department

w o r k s w i t h s t o c k . T h e y r e c e i v e i t o r s h i p i t , s o i t ' s n o t

really hard if someone goes on vacation to have someone

fo l l ow up on i t .

PP: Tel l me, is any of th is helped along now wi th a computer

t e r m i n a l ?

JS: To phase out my job?

PP: No, to make your job eas ier.

J S : Ye s , i t i s .

PP: I mean by punchjing in on the terminal so they get the

numbers o f mater ia l across the s t ree t .

JS : I t ' s made i t eas ie r t o t he fac t t ha t we use to have a l l ou r

s tock, i t wasn ' t even confined to one area, they wanted to
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confine i t to one area, but there's so much going on and moving

around and everything, that just about anyt ime you get some

th ing in , anywhere you find a p lace to pu t i t you pu t i t .

Now we have what you call a stacker. We got a place where

we cou ld pu t ou r s tu f f , no t a l l o f i t , bu t / 90% o f i t .

There 's s t i l l some what you ca l l ho t mate r ia l , you jus t have

to have i t so when they can get i t rea l qu ick , the s tacker

can't break down and you may not be able to get it out of

t h e r e . B u t , t h e s t a c k e r i s r u n b y c o m p u te r a n d w i t h a l l t h i s

stock in the stacker we have a tape. Now alot of my checking

is confined to working at the tape to see what sto£K we have

i n s t a c k e r, o u t s i d e o f c h e c k i n g t h e fl o o r t o o .

PP: This is what I was wonder ing.

J S : A l o t e a s i e r . B u t t h e o n l y t h i n g i s , m a d e i t e a s i e r t o t h e

point that you have a stacker and a tape, but they took some

of the men off . Now, where there was five men go ing i t , I 'm

go ing i t myse l f . I check eve ry th i ng .

PP: You mean you check everything now, there's no longer 5 men?

J S : N o . B u t t h a t ' s w h a t t h e c o m p u t e r d i d . I t ' s j u s t a o n e m a n

job now.

PP: You have 23 years sen ior i ty. So obv ious ly you have the

highest senior i ty. What happened to the other men, you know?
A

JS: Some of them were truck dr ivers, some were product ion.

PP: You rea l l y work a lone then .

J S : Ye s .

PP: How do you l ike that , in compar ison wi th work ing wi th 5

other people?

J S : I l i k e i t . N o t t h a t I d o n ' t m i n d w o r k i n g w i t h o t h e r p e o p l e

b u t w h e n t h e r e ' s fi v e , t h e r e ' s a l o t o f m i s t a k e s



S i k o r s k i , 1 1

b e i n g m a d e a n d a l l o f i t c o n g r e g a t e d s o m e h o w o r o t h e r t h a t

y o u h a d t o d e p e n d o n t h e s e f e l l o w s f o r s o m e t h i n g , b u t n o w

w h e r e I ' m d o i n g i t m y s e l f , I k n o w e v e r y t h i n g

PP: W-b-at 4- i -d you say, you l ike your work?

J S : Y e s , I d o .

P P : I t s o u n d s a s i f y o u d o . A s i f y o u e n j o y i t , e s p e c i a l l y n o w

t h a t y o u h a v e a l l t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r d o i n g i t a l l .

J S : T h e r e a s o n I l i k e - m o r e , i t ' s a n e a s y j o b b u t y o u h a v e t o

l e a r n i t b e c a u s e t h e r e ' s p a r t n u m b e r s , h u n d r e d s o f p a r t s

n u m b e r s a n d y o u h a v e t o l e a r n t h e m a n d y o u h a v e t o i d e n t i f y

t h e p a r t n u m b e r w i t h t h e p a r t .

P P : H o w m a n y o f h u n d r e d s o f p a r t s d o y o u n e e d o f a n y . . .

J S : M y j o b i s d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e d i f f e r e n t p a r t s a t l e a s t , I

s t i l l w o u l d l i k e t o s a y , s i n c e I ' m t h e o n l y c h e c k e r n o w , I

s t i l l c a n ' t c h e c k e v e r y t h i n g e v e r y d a y . S o i t ' s d i v i d e d u p

l i k e M o n d a y a n d W e d n e s d a y I ' l l c h e c k c e r t a i n p a r t s , T u e s d a y

a n d T h u r s d a y I ' l l c h e c k c e r t a i n p a r t s a n d t h a n o n F r i d a y

I ' l l c h e c k s o m e t h i n g e l s e .

P P : N o w , i f t h e r e ' s o n l y t h e o n e o f y o u , y o u d o i n g t h i s , w h a t

h a p p e n s i f y o u g o o n v a c a t i o n o r g e t s i c k ?

J S : T h e y d o n ' t h a v e a b a c k - u p m a n f o r m e .

P P : T h e y d o n ' t ?

J S : N o , t h e y d o n ' t .

P P : H o w d o y o u f e e l a b o u t t h a t ?

J S : I t m a k e s m e f e e l g o o d b e c a u s e i t m a k e s m e t h i n k n o b o d y

can do my job.
hLs/—-

P P : O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , i f y o u w e r e o f f e ^ - e - d a w e e k o r t w o , I a s s u m e

you ge t a , how many weeks vaca t ion do you ge t a year?
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JS:

PP:

JS:

PP

JS

PP

Four weeks.

F o u r w e e k s . S o , i f y o u w e r e a w a y f o r f o u r w e e k s , I i m a g i n e

I I m a g i n e i f I w e r e t o t a k e m y f o u r w e e k s v a c a t i o n a t o n e

t i m e I i m a g i n e t h e y w o u l d g i v e m e a m a n t o t r a i n f o r a c o u p l e

o f w e e k s . B u t h e c o u l d n ' t p i c k i t u p i n a f e w w e e k s .

S e e t h e y a l s o h a v e , w h a t t h e y c a l l h o t p a r t s , y o u h a v e t o

c h e c k a l l t h e t i m e , o r l o w p a r t s y o u c h e c k i t e v e r y m o r n i n g

T h e r e t r y i n g t o h a v e i t w h e r e t h e b o s s , t h e f o r e m a n , w h o u s e s ,

t h e s t o c k c h e c k s h i s o w n s t o c k , I t h e y c o u l d n e t a l o n g w i t h

t h a t . H e c h e c k s t h e s t u f f t h a t ' s u s e d m o s t l y t h e d a y .

S o , t h e y c a n g e t a l o n g w i t h i t , I w o u l d n ' t s a y f o r f o u r w e e k s ,

t h e y m i g h t fi n d a l i t t l e h a s s l e i f I m i s s a d a y o r t a k e a

w e e k s v a c a t i o n .

H a v e y o u e v e r c o n s i d e r e d a j o b c h a n g e , h a v e a d i f f e r e n t k i n d

o f j o b , h a v e y o u e v e r t h o u g h t a b o u t t h a t ?

Y e s , w h e n I fi r s t s t a r t e d t h e r e I d i d n ' t l i k e i t . L i k e I

m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , I w a s y o u n g , a n d o u t - o f - s t a t e a n d I

d i d n ' t r e a l l y l i k e i t . A n d I w a s n ' t w h a t y o u w o u l d c a l l a

g o o d w o r k e r . I ' d t a k e m y t i m e o f f . I ' d m i s s a d a y h e r e ,

miss a day there and maybe take a Fr iday and Monday and go

t o O h i o a n d s e e m y p e o p l e . I h a d a f e w r u n - i n s . M i s s a

day and they would ask what was wrong wi th me and they

w o u l d n ' t l i k e m y e x c u s e m a y b e t h e y ' d g i v e m e a c o u p l e

o f d a y s . B u t I s t a y e d s i n g l e f o r a l o n g t i m e . I d i d n ' t c a r e

i f I g o t fi r e d o r n o t , I m e a n t h a t w a s m y a t t i t u d e t o b e g i n

w i t h , b u t a s t i m e p a s s e d , w e l l , n o , I h a v e n ' t t h o u g h t a b o u t

i t l a t e l y , j u s t e a r l i e r w h e n I s t a r t e d t h e r e .

Yo u m e a n y o u n e v e r r e a l l y t h o u g h t o f s t a r t i n g i n t o a t r a d e ?
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w
J S :

PP:

JS:

pp.

JS'

PP:

JS:

J S : O n l y i f I d i d a t fi r s t .

P P : H a v e y o u e v e r t h o u g h t a b o u t r e l o c a t i n g i n a n o t h e r s t a t e ?

S a y y o u w e r e l a i d - o f f , s o m e t h i n g h a p p e n e d a t G e a r & A x l e

a n d t h e y d e c i d e d t o l a y y o u o f f , t h o u g h i t l o o k s v e r y u n l i k e l y

s i n c e y o u a r e t h e o n l y o n e t h a t d e a l s w i t h t h e m a t e r i a l s i n

P l a n t 4 . H a v e y o u e v e r t h o u g h t : s a y t h i n g s g o t b a d a t G e a r

& A x l e a n d t h e y h a d t o c l o s e p a r t o f t h e p l a n t a n d t h e r e w a s

j u s t n o p l a c e f o r y o u t o g o , w o u l d y o u t r y a n d s t a y h e r e . ^ r

we u ieR-y-e u

N o , I w o u l d p r o b a b l y g o b a c k t o O h i o . I s t i l l h a v e n ' t g o t

u s e t o M i c h i g a n , I ' m s t i l l a n O h i o b o y .

W h e r e ' s y o u r w i f e f r o m ?

She was born in Canada. She can ' t remember when she moved

h e r e . T h i s o n e l i t t l e t o w n s h e w a s f r o m I d o n ' t r e a l l y k n o w

s h e w a s l i v i n g i n F e r n d a l e w h e n I m e t h e r g .

I f y o u d i d n ' t m o v e t o a n o t h e r s t a t e s u c h a s O h i o w o u l d y o u

m i s s a n y t h i n g i n M i c h i g a n ?

I h a t e t o s a y t h i s b u t n o . W h e n I fi r s t c a m e h e r e i t w a s

fi n e . I s t a y e d s i n g l e f o r a i l o n g t i m e , I h a d t i m e , I d i d

t h i n g s , I w e n t p l a c e s .

How o ld were you when you got marr ied?

A l m o s t 3 2 y e a r s o l d . B u t t h e r e w a s a l o t o f t h i n g s t o d o ,

a l o t o f t h i n g s t o s e e , w h i c h t h e r e i s s t i l l t h i n g s t o d o

w i t h t h e w i f e , b u t s h e w o r k s , s h e d o n ' t r e a l l y c a r e .

P P : W h a t k i n d o f w o r k d o e s s h e d o ?

J S : S h e ' s a l a b t e c h n i c i a n f o r N e w G r a c e H o s p i t a l .

P P : S o s h e w o r k s f u l l - t i m e ?
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J S : Y e s .

P P : D o y o u k n o w o f a n y p o l i s h a u t o w o r k e r s w h o h a v e g o n e t o fi n d

w o r k i n a n o t h e r s t a t e ? D o y o u k n o w o f a n y b o d y ?

J S : N o , I r e a l l y d o n ' t . _ _ - ^

P P : S o , y o u s a i d y o u g r a d u a te d f r o m h i g h s c h o o l , " r Va v e y o u h a d

a n y s c h o o l i n g s i n c e t h a t t i m e ? I d o n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n

c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e j o b b u t j u s t m a y b e c l a s s e s y o u h a v e t a k e n

l o c a l l y o r a t n i g h t ?

J S : I a l w a y s t o l d m y s e l f I w a s g o i n g t o , b u t I n e v e r h a d .

I t a k e t h a t b a c k . I d i d n ' t r e a l l y g e t a c h a n c e t o g o t o

s c h o o l w h e n I w a s y o u n g e r, a f t e r h i g h s c h o o l I m e a n b e c a u s e

i t w a s a b i g f a m i l y . U n l e s s y o u j u s t d i d i t y o u r s e l f t h e r e

j u s t w a s n ' t e n o u g h m o n e y, b u t a s t i m e w e n t o n u s k i d s g o t

o l d e r , l e f t t h e h o u s e a n d I g o t o n e b r o t h e r t h a t fi r s t w e n t

u p t o c o l l e g e a n d n o w h e ' s i n S a u d i A r a b i a a n d h e ' s b e e n

t h e r e f o r t e n y e a r s . H e w o r k s f o r a p l a c e c a l l e d E l G a d a l a n d

o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . I t ' s a c o n s t r u c t i o n c o m p a n y , A r a b i c

C o n s t r u c t i o n C o m p a n y. A n d i f I h a d t o r e l o c a t e o r s o m e t h i n g

h a p p e n e d , I m i g h t s e e i f h e c o u l d d o s o m e t h i n g f o r m e o v e r

t h e r e .

P P : I n o t h e r w o r d s y o u ' d w a n t t o g o f a r fi e l d a n d s e e a n o t h e r

p a r t o f t h e w o r l d .

J S : N o t r e a l l y l i k e t h a t , i t ' s j u s t t h e i d e a o f t h e w a y h e t a l k s

a b o u t i t a n d e v e r y t h i n g . I g u e s s t h e r e ' s g o o d m o n e y t o b e

m a d e o v e r t h e r e .

P P : W h a t a r e t h e l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s l i k e f o r f a m i l i e s ?

J S : B a d .

P P : D o e s h e h a v e a n y f a m i l y o v e r t h e r e ?
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JS: No, he 's no t mar r ied . For h im, he was a pro fessor, language

professor when he first went over there and he got to know

a lo t o f peop le , I don ' t know wha t they ca l l i t , l i ke we have

a pres ident here , I don ' t know whether they ca l l them, wel l

anyhow the head of the country. I bel ieve they 'd make him

head o f t he coun t r y i f t hey 'd l e t h im , because they a l l l i ke

h i m . H e t a l k s a b o u t i t a l l t h e t i m e . I b e l i e v e i t w o u l d

be an easy way out instead of bust ing st reets looking for a

job that he could probably get one over there quick ly jV^ ^^^ •
PP: Le t ' s ta l k abou t your &&s& t ime . You ac tua l l y on ly have abou t

another seven years, so you'll be about 46 or 47 when you have

your 30 years in

J S : 4 8

PP: 48 yea rs o ld . wh ich i sn ' t exac t l y a he l l o f an o ld man , f a r

f r om i t . Do you i n t end t o l eave t he p l an t a t t ha t t ime?

J S : Ye s , I d o .

PP: You do, what do you intend to do? You have many, many years.

JS : My i n ten t i ons a re , o f cou rse i t ' s no t 100%, bu t my i n ten t i ons

are, I don' t know i f my wi fe would agree to i t or not , but my

intent ions are going back to Ohio and maybe working part-

t i m e . I l i k e t o p l a y g o l f , a n d I l i k e t o b o w l , d o a f e w

d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . I t h i n k i f I c o u l d g e t a j o b I ' d w o r k

p a r t - t i m e , w o r k p a r t - t i m e w o u l d b e a l l I ' d d o a n y h o w, i f
I c o u l d . C a u s e I t h i n k I c o u l d f u l fi l l m y s e l f .

PP: Do you have any hobbies?

J S : O u t s i d e o f s p o r t s , n o .

P P : S p o r t s . W h a t k i n d o f s p o r t s ?

J S : I p l a y g o l f , I b o w l , a n d I l i s t e n t o b a l l g a m e s .
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P P : H o w m a n y t i m e s h a v e y o u b e e n l a i d - o f f ?

J S : S i n c e I ' v e b e e n a t C h e v r o l e t G e a r & A x l e , I ' d s a y a c t u a l l y

l a i d - o f f o n e t i m e .

P P : H o w l o n g a s t h a t f o r ?

J S : I w o u l d s a y f o r a p e r i o d o f a m o n t h . B u t s i n c e I ' v e b e e n

t h e r e , I t h i n k w e ' v e b e e n o n s t r i k e t w i c e , t h a t w a s u n i o n

business .

P P : I f y o u w e r e l a i d - o f f n o w , I m e a n s a y f o r a n y r e a s o n , b e f o r e

y o u c a m e t o r e t i r e m e n t , w o u l d y o u c o n s i d e r a n y k i n d o f

r e t r a i n i n g b e f o r e y o u r r e t i r e m e n t b e c a u s e

J S : I w o u l d c o n s i d e r i t , w h e t h e r I w o u l d t a k e i t o r n o t , I w o u l d

c o n s i d e r i t .

P P : Yo u w o u l d . W h a t k i n d o f t h i n g w o u l d y o u p o s s i b l y r e t r a i n

f o r ?

J S : T h e w a y s o m e o f t h e s e s k i l l e d t r a d e p e o p l e w o r k o v e r t h e r e

m a y b e e l e c t r i c i a n o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t , b e c a u s e t h e s e

p e o p l e , t h e y r e a l l y h a v e g o o d j o b s .

W o u l d y o u t r y a n d g o i n t o t h e a p p r e n t i c e o r E . I . T. p r o g r a m ?

Yes.

D o y o u k n o w h o w m u c h w o r k i s i n v o l v e d i n t h e a p p r e n t i c e ?

Yes , I do .

B t i i t , y o u w o u l d s t i l l g i v e i t a t r y .

T h e f u r t h e r 1 % " y o u r t r a i n i S @ | I b e l i e v e t h e e a s i e r £ s y o u r

j o b , t h e m o r e t h a t y o u r c " s k i l l e d . I t ' s e a s i e r . N o t t h a t ' s

i t ' s e a s i e r w o r k w h e n y o u h a v e t o w o r k . T h e y m a y h a v e t o

w o r k o n l y a h a l f - a n - h o u r a d a y, m a y b e s o m e d a y s t h e y d o n ' t

h a v e t o d o a n y t h i n g .

P P : H o w d o y o u t h i n k y o u r f r i e n d s w o u l d f e e l a b o u t t h a t , i f y o u

w e n t f r o m p r o d u c t i o n t o s k i l l e d t r a d e s ?
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J S : I t w o u l d b e a l r i g h t . T h e y w o u l d n ' t m i n d , e x c e p t f o r m a y b e ,

L&^ . I was asked maybe 7 o r 8 years ago , i f I wan ted to go on

f o r e m a n t r a i n i n g , f o r b o s s , n o w t h a t ' s a d i f f e r e n t s t o r % y .

O u e p l a b t h a s h a d a h a b i t o f s a l a r y p e o p l e a n d h o u r l y

p e o p l e j u s t d o n ' t g e t a l o n g t o g e t h e r , f o r s o m e r e a s o n o r

a n o t h e r t h e y j u s t d i d n ' t . I d o n ' t k n o w i f t h e y t h o u g h t

t h e y w a s b e t t e r t h a n u s o r w h a t , t h a t ' s t h e w a y i t w a s , i t

w a s t h e a t m o s p h e r e . . N o w, w e g o t a p r o g r a m g o i n g t h a t t h e y ' r e

t r y i n g t o c h a n g e , y o u c a n " o u d d y - b u d d y w i t h y o u r b o s s , t h e y ' r e

h a v i n g m e e t i n g s

P P : Yo u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e g u a l i t y o f w o r k l i f e , I w a s g o i n g

t o a s k y o u s o m e q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h a t . W h a t d o y o u t h i n k

a b o u t t h a t ?

J S : W e l l , I h a v e n ' t g o t t e n _ i n t o i t .

P P : Yo u ' r e n o t i n v o l v e d ^ i p t h a t p r o g r a m a t a l l ?

J S : N o , I ' m n o t . I t h i n k t h e y g o t e v e r y b o d y i n v o l v e d i n t h e

p l a n t b u t m e . B e c a u s e f o r t h e f a c t t h e y t a k e t h e s e p e o p l e

i n , t h e y ' r e a l l c o n fi n e d t o o n e c e r t a i n a r e a . T h e y ' r e e i t h e r

w o r k i n g o n t h e l i n e o r ) p r o d u c t i o n , o r t r u c k d r i v e r s f o r

t h i s o r t h a t . I ' d s e e n s o m e o f t h e m m y s e l f a n d I ' m t h e o n l y

o n e i n m y c l a s s i fi c a t i o n , a n d I m o v e a r o u n d . T h e r e ' s j u s t

n o g r o u p f o r m e t o fi t i n .

P P : B u t a r e n ' t t h e i r o t h e r s t o c k c h e c k e r s i n o t h e r /

S ide 2

P P : Yo u s a y t h a t y o u a r e n ' t i n o n e .

J S : N o , I h a v e n ' t , ^ ^ e - ^ * ~ ^ A ^ ^ J ^ ^ - o ^ L ^ p ,

P P : W h a t a b o u t t h e q u a l i t y o f w o r k l i f e c i r c l e s y o u ' v e h e a r d

about?

f
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PP:

JS:

PP:

J S : T h e y s e e m t o l i k e i t .

PP: They seem to l ike i t , do you think they seem to be working?

J S : I t h i n k i t i s . T h e a r e a s , t h e j o b s a r e i n a r e w h e r e t h e

people work, they seem to be cleaner, they seem to run alot

better the whole flow seems to be good.

So you've seen improvements. Do you think they have a long-

range e f fec t?

I t shou ld be . Tha t ' s wha t t hey ' re wo rk ing fo r anyhow.

How do you feel about people that take ear ly ret i rement,

I mean before their 30 years are up because they got laid-

off or they take what pension is owed to them and leave.

Do you the i r foo l ish or w ise?

J S : I t a l l w o r k s w i t h d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n ? I g u e s s , t o m e

anytime you work 20-30 years in one place, i f i t comes your*;

t ime to ge t ou t you shou ld ge t ou t . No t tha t i t works ou t

fo r you a l l t he t ime , I mean i t ' s j us t a l ong t ime to work

Mi one p lace . O f course , i f you a re go ing to work a f te r

tha t you might as we l l s tay in the same p lace. I do be l ieve

that when a man can get out he can get out, now if they want

to get out on early retirement because some of them have

aged, some of them might have 20 years and be 62, which they

can ge t ou t , I th ink , i t shou ld open up jobs fo r o ther peop le ,

but not necessari ly sojS&.

PP: You ment ioned about poss ib i l i t y o f you tak ing fo reman

tra in ing what happened wi th that , you dec ided not to do i t
or what?

JS: Go ing back to the 30 years , I asked d i f fe ren t ques t ions on i t

and than the main question was, if you are hourly and you
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JS: work 30 years you can re t i re a t any age, but i f you ' re on

salary you have to work unt i l you ' re 55 and that would 've

given me about 37 years there. But I d id ask about the

ret i rement and they to ld me you did have to work unt i l

you were 55 so I a lso asked i f I took the t ra in ing and I

did like it and they made me a foreman and I worked say up

to 29 years then if they would put me back on hourly and

they sa id no , they wou ldn ' t do tha t . So I re fused them.

PP: Would you have gotten alot more money as a foreman?

J S : Ye s .

P P : Ye s . B u t r e a l l y t h e t i m e f o r y o u r s e l f w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t ,

cause i t wou ld ' ve been abou t 7 yea rs . I t ' s a lmos t l i ke t he

bibl ical seven years, Jacob when he married Lea$, atiB

thought he was marrying Rachel and had to work another 7 years.

Do you fee l a ffi rmat ive ac t ion has had anyth ing to do wi th

j o b l a y - o f f s o r i s s t r i c t l y b a s e d o n s e n i o r i t y ?

J S : I ' d s a y i t ' s b a s e d o n s e n i o r i t y.

PP: Have you p layed any k ind of ro le in the Union Local , a t a l l?

JS: Except fo r when I t r ied to run fo r commi t tman, I d id run

fo r commi t tman and I go t bea t . I use t o , when I fi r s t h i r ed

in to there , I heard a lo t o f ta lk about un ions . My dad was a

union man, so automatical ly I would go to a meeting or

someth ing l i ke tha t and l i s ten . Bu t when I wou ld go , ha rd ly

anybody showed up. At that time we had maybe 4000 people

working there and you'T^friave 20 at a union meeting so I

j u s t d r i f t e d a w a y f r o m i t . I j u s t fi g u r e d n o b o d y e l s e c a r e s

so why should I. One man can't change anything, anyhow.

The only people that did show up were people that worked
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J S : e i t h e r c o m m i t t m e n o r i n v o l v e d i n t h e u n i o n f o r t h e f a c t t h a t

t h e y e v e n g o t p a i d f o r t h e i r m e e t i n g s w h e n t h e y s h o w e d u p .

P P : H a v e y o u e v e r a t t e n d e d a n y o f t h e e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s t h a t

t h e u n i o n h a s ? f w h a t h a v e y o u t a k e n ?

J S : T h i s w a s b a c k i n , w e l l i t w a s m a n d a t o r y , b a c k i n 1 9 7 0 I

t h i n k i t w a s , w e w e r e o n s t r i k e a n d t h e y h a d u n i o n c l a s s e s .

Yo u e i t h e r h a d t o w a l k t h e p i c k e t l i n e f o r a n h o u r a n d g o a

u n i o n c l a s s o r v i c e v e r s a , d o t h e m b o t h a n d I d i d t h a t . .

P P : W h a t k i n d o f c l a s s e s d i d y o u t a k e ?

J S : T h a t ' s t h e o n l y t h i n g t h e y w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t r e a l l y , i t

w a s n ' t t h a t w e h a d h i g h p e o p l e i n u n i o n b u s i n e s s i t w a s j u s t

p e o p l e a t o u r s h o p t h a t w o u l d t a l k w h a t w e w o u l d a s k f o r o n

t h e c o n t r a c t , t h i s o r t h a t , t h i n g s l i k e t h a t .

P P : S o , i t w a s r e a l l y a c l a s s o n c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g . ^ I

u n d e r s t a n d a t t h e u n i o n y o u h a v e o t h e r t y p e s o f c l a s s e s t h o u g h ,

a s s e r t i v e n e s s t r a i n i n g a n d s t r e s s m a n a g e m e n t . H a v e y o u t a k e n

any o f them?

J S : N o , I h a v e n ' t .

P P : H a v e y o u e v e r t h o u g h t a b o u t i t ?

J S : Ye s . I t h o u g h t a b o u t i t . B u t t h e n w h e n I g o t b e a t a t

c o m m i t t m a n I j u s t t o o k t h i s a t t i t u d e a n d s a i d t h e h e l l w i t h

a l l o f i t .

P P : D o y o u t h i n k t h e u n i o n s h o u l d h a v e c l a s s e s i n e d u c a t i o n ?

J S : Y e s . T h e y d o . T h e y p u t i t u p o n t h e b u l l e t i n b o a r d . T e l l

you where and when they a re hav ing i t , how many peop le go

o u t o n i t , I w o u l d s a y t h e n u m b e r i s c l o s e t o n i l | R

P P : A r e t h e i r a n y p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s e s t h a t y o u w o u l d l i k e t o s e e

t h e u n i o n h a v e t h a t y o u w o A J J I d a t t e n d i f t h e y h a d t h a t t y p e o f
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c l a s s ?

I d o n ' t k n o w , I t h i n k a f t e r 2 3 y e a r s , I t h i n k I ' m j u s t w a i t i n g

f o r m y t i m e , I d o n ' t k n o w i f I w o u l d g e t i n i n v o l v e d i n i t .

N o t t h a t I w o u l d n ' t m i n d i t , b e c a u s e I l i k e t o l e a r n t h i n g s

b u t I t h i n k I J m s a t i s fi e d n o w t o s i t b a c k a n d l e t t i m e p a s s .

M a y b e I s h o u l d n ' t b e .

I f you knew a few years ago what you know now aoout economic

c o n d i t i o n s , w o u l d y o u p e r h a p s t r y a d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f w o r k ,

g i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t t h e a u t o i n d u s t r y i s h a v i n g r . o m e p r o b l e m s
i

now, I mean, would y o u , Wfe a u s e I know you have seniority and

y o u r j o b i s m o r e s e c u r e t h a n m o s t , b u t w o u l d y o u p o s s i b l y,

i f y o u k n e w w h a t w a s g o i n g t o h a p p e n n o w, i n t h e 1 9 8 0 ' s

w o u l d y o u p o s s i b l y h a v e t r i e d t o g e t a j o b i n a n o t h e r k i n d

o f i n d u s t r y ?

I s t h i s j u s t g o i n g b a c k a f e w y e a r s ?

Ye s , i t ' s j u s t g o i n g b a c k a f e w y e a r s , w h e n y o u fi r s t s t a r t e d

a t Gea r & Ax l e .

I f I k n e w w h a t w a s g o i n g t o h a p p e n . I m i g h t ' v e g o n e t o

s c h o o l .

Wha t wou ld you have t aken , do you t h i nk?

W e l l , I w a s a l w a y s p r e t t y g o o d w i t h n u m b e r s , I w o u l d n ' t h a v e

m i n d e d b e i n g a C . P. A . I f I h a d a n y t h i n g t o d o , I w o u l d

p i c k t h a t .

D i d y o u e v e r t h i n k a b o u t t h e p o s s i b l y t h e f a c t t h a t w h e n

y o u r e t i r e a t 4 8 i f y o u w e n t n o w a n d t o o k c l a s s e s b y t h a t/ I /
t i m e y o u m i g h t b e a C . P. A ?

N o , n o t n o w . I t ' s a d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n . I t h i n k n o w i f I

w e n t t o s c h o o l I w o u l d g o f o r a u t o m e c h a n i c s . I g o t a b r o t h e r
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that owns a garage. He's a year ahead of me. He and I were

pretty well inseparable when we were going to school,,

He's in Ohio?

He ' s i n Oh io . He runs i t p rac t i ca l l y by h imse l f and he

always mentions it to me that if you ever come out down

here, i f you ever learn anyth ing, he says, we l l , you can

help out around here.

How do you feel about Japanese and other foreign cars?

Have any feel ings about that?

Ye s . I d o n ' t l i k e t h e m . P l a i n E n g l i s h , n o . I w o u l d n ' t

buy one, not that thei r t^a good product , I wouldn ' t say

the^f not a good product , i f they had anyth ing to do wi th

t h e s i t u a t i o n t h e w a y o u r c o u n t r y i s t o d a y, n o . I d o n ' t

l i ke them.

Wou ld you fee l d i f fe ren t l y i f they were ac tua l l y assembled

in the U.S.?

Ye s . Ye s , I w o u l d .

Because Volkswagen for example is.

Yes, I know that . I t would change my mind a lot .

Except, that I suppose most people do know that many of

our cars have foreign parts and so that actual ly when the

car is assembled on the assembly l ine, they are assembling

c a r s w i t h a l o t o f f o r e i g n p a r t s .

I h o l d i t a g a i n s t b o t h o f u s . T h e a u t o m o b i l e f a c t o r i e s o v e r

here and the Japanese companies too. I don ' t l i ke e i ther end

b f i t .

What kind of car do you drive?

I drive a Chevrolet and a Dodge.
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P P : A C h e v r o l e t a n d a D o d g e . W h a t y e a r i s t h e C h e v y ?

J S : ' 8 0 a n d t h e D o d g e i s a n ' 8 2 .

PP : Wha t k i nd o f Chevy do you have?

J S : M a l i b u .

PP : Wha t abou t t he Dodge?

J S : I t ' s c a l l e d a D o d g e 4 0 0 , i t ' s b r a n d n e w I j u s t b o u g h t i t .

P P : O h , i t ' s a n 8 2 ? O h , m y g o o d n e s s .

J S : T h a t ' s w h e r e I t h i n k t h e w h o l e p r o b l e m c a m e f r o m J t h a t 3 - h e

a u t o m o b i l e f a c t o r i e s j u s t p r i c e t h e m s e l f o u t , t h a t ' s a l l .

Because the way money^ 'RrsMrocJay, I jus t look fo r the bes t buy

m y b e s t b u y w a s o n t h e D o d g e . B y f a r , i t w a s t h e b e s t b u y.

S o m e t h i n g l i k e $ 2 0 0 0 d i f f e r e n c e , b e c a u s e I l o o k e d f o r G e n e r a l

M o t o r s c a r s . I ' v e d r i v e n t h e m b e f o r e a n d l i k e d t h e m . I h a d

a ' 7 4 C h e v y b e f o r e I b o u g h t t h i s o n e a n d I w a n t t o b u y a

C a d i l l a c . T h a t ' s w h a t I w a n t t o d o b e f o r e I r e t i r e , i s g e t

a C a d i l l a c , w h i c h i s a G e n e r a l M o t o r s c a r .

P P : B u t , q u i t e e x p e n s i v e .

J S : Q u i t e e x p e n s i v e . A n d I d o b e l i e v e t h a t s t a r t e d t h e w h o l e

p r o b l e m , t h e A m e r i c a n f a c t o r i e s , c o m p a n i e s j u s t p r i c e d t h e m

s e l v e s o u t o f c o m p e t i t i o n o f f o r e i g n c a r s .

P P : W h a t d o y o u t h i n k a b o u t y o u n g p e o p l e b e i n g t r a i n e d t o d o

p e r h a p s m o r e t h a n o n e k i n d o f j o b ?

J S : T h a t ' s a g o o d i d e a . W e l l , w i t h c o m p u t e r s t h e s e d a y s , I

d o n ' t t h i n k t h e r e ' s a n y t h i n g R t - o — s 4 - y. A n y o n e c e r t a i n

c l a s s i fi c a t i o n . M a y b e g e t t i n g b a c k t o s k i l l e d t r a d e s a g a i n

m a y b e a n e l e c t r i c i a n , b e c a u s e i f y o u h a v e c o m p u t e r s y o u g o t

t o h a v e e l e c t r i c i a n s t o o . J u s t a n y k i n d o f l a b o r e r w o r k , I

g u e s s w h a t w e w o u l d c a l l h a r d l a b o r , I g u e s s y o u ' l l a l w a y s
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Udf do with factories and they're talking about robotics
all overand this and that so you don't know if your job

Are you interested in anything l ike that, robotics or

computers.
I hate to see it come. Alot of people out of jobs, as

far as factories. I don't mind computers, they make work

a lo t eas ie r.

Y o u d o n ' t l i k e t h e m ? ,

I said I don't mind them. They make17jobs alot easier, if
A

they can get them to work with people instead of taking

people's places .
How do you rate the importance of a man's job to himself?

As compared to the rest of his life?

If a man's got the right job it should be the most important

thing thel€- is, as far as work is. Not counting family or

anything like that, I mean if you have to work, if you can
find what you l ike, i t 's got to be important to you. But

if your working in something you don't like than I guess

you real ly don' t give i t your al l .
Have you heard of any people that have been laid-off,

that have had problems of sickness which could be contributed

to the lay-off?

Directly, no. I 'm not say/there isn't any. W-e had people

get injured maybe hurt their back or something like that
or get a hand cut off but maybe they couldn't work, but they

got compensated for it.
No, I was thinking of a person that got laid-off actually
and perhaps got severely depressed.
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J S : N o , I d o n ' t . I t ' s a b i g p l a c e . S a y y o u g o t 4 0 0 0 p e o p l e

^ y o u m a y g e t t o k n o w 2 0 r e a l g o o d . T h e y ' r e f r i e n d s . E v e r y
one e l se you know by face .

P P : Yo u ' v e w o r k e d t h e r e n o w f o r a l m o s t 2 3 y e a r s s o y o u m u s t

know a t remendous number o f peop le .

J S : I k n o w q u i t e a f e w . B u t t h e r e ' s s t i l l a l o t , l i k e I s a y

t h e r e ' s a l o t o f t h e m y o u s t i l l d o n ' t k n o w t h e i r n a m e s ,

j u s t f a c e s y o u s e e e v e r y d a y, e v e r y d a y, a n d e v e r y d a y.

P P : W h a t d o y o u s e e a s t h e f u t u r e o f G e a r & A x l e ?

J S : I t h i n k t h e y ' l l a l w a y s b e t h e r e . I t h i n k t h e r e i s o n l y

5 G e a r & A x l e a l l o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d I d o b e l i e v e

t h e o n e i n H a m t r a m c k - D e t r o i t , I t h i n k t h e l i n e s p l i t s o u r

p l a n t , D e t r o i t a n d H a m t r a m c k . t h e y ' l l j u s t b e t h e r e .

I b e l i e v e i t ' s t h e b i g g e s t o u t o f t h e 5 , n o t t h a t t h e y ' l l

m a k e m o n e y f o r t h e m a l l t h e t i m e . T h e y m a y n o t b e t h e

t o p r a n k i n g m o £ M y G e a r & A x l e P l a n t b u t s i n c e t h e s i t u a t i o n

t h e y a r e t h e b i g g e s t a n d I w o u l d h a v e t o t h i n k i t w o u l d b e

h a r d e r t o c l o s e i t t h a n a n y o f t h e o t h e r s .

S o , i n o t h e r w o r d s G e a r & A x l e i s g o i n g t o g o o n a n d o n .

I b e l i e v e i t w i l l .

You hope.

I h o p e i t w i l l .

I t h i nk tha t ' s a n i ce no te to end w- i - f e+ r, t hank you ve ry much
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