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This is Pat Pilling, The date is June the 22nd,

1932. I 'm talking to Rr. Ronald Koscielski of Local
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What kind of trade are you in?

Mach ine re pa irman.

'Jhere were you born and when were you born?

D e t r o i t , 1 9 3 9 .

What was the date?

June 10 th.

Rre your parents from Poland?

No.

They were both born in the States?

Yeah. My parents were born in the States and

my grandparents were born in the Old Country.

Any par t i cu la r pa r t o f the O ld Coun t ry tha t

you know of?

No , I don ' t .

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

I got a whole bunch of them. There's eight

of us in the family.

Any of them work in the plants?
Ro.
Have they ever 'worked in the plant?

Two of my brothers have. One's in the Service

now and the other one just qui t .
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PPs V/hat plants did they work in?

Koscs One worked in Plant 8 and the other one worked

in Plant 2,

PPs Here, at Gear and Axle?

Koscs Yeah0

PPs Is your wife Polish? Are you married?

Koscs Yes,

PPs Is she Polish?

Koscs: Yes0

PPs Completely Polish or part Polish?

Koscs Completely Polish,

PPs Have you any children?

Koscs Yes, I got four children. Three girls and a

boy,
PPs Ranging in age from what to what?

Koscs From eighteen to eleven, ■ MioBttn4del£«*n.

PPs Have the eldest worked in the plant at all?

Koscs No,

PPs Would you ever want them to work in the plant?

Koscs No,

PPs Why is that?

Koscs Because I'd like them to have something better,

PPs Why do you say better? In what way?

Koscs Well, my job is fairly good being a skilled

p t radesman. But, i t 's too hard to get into a

\f skil led trades job now. There's too many

[ sk i l led t radesmen la id off , They ' re not do ing
any hir ing in ski l led trades. The only job
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Koscs they can get. is on production,

PPs Did your father or an uncle or anyone like that

ever work in the plant?

Koscs Yeah, my ~Q&(ji used to. He used to work at

Plymouth's, Then he quit and opened his own
business,

PPs What did he do at Plymouth?

Koscs He was a truck repairman,

PPs So, what kind of work did he go into when he

opened his own business?
Koscs He had an air conditioning, grease exhaust

system cleaning business,
PPs Did you have any other relatives that worked in

the auto plant or the auto industry?

Koscs I think a lot of my uncles worked in Chrysler's,

But, I'm not sure,
PPs When you say a lot, you mean two, three?

Koscs.Four of them,

PPs You have a big family, do you?

Koscs Oh yeah. Big family.

PPs Where were you raised as a child?

Koscs I think the name of the street was Illinois,

PPs Tha t ' s i n De t ro i t?

Koscs That's in Detroit,

PPs Not in Hamtramck? Did you ever live in Hamtramck?

Koscs No, never lived in Hamtramck,

PPs Whereabouts do \rou live now?

Koscs Warren,
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PPs Is i t quite a Polish enclave where you'l ive?

Koscs No,

PPs Do you identify at all with Poland? The things
!

tha t a re happen ing i n Po land a t a l l ? I

Koscs No,
PPs I just wondered because some people do with that

Solidarity movement with the workers. But you don't,
Koscs I'm too busy trying to lead my own life td worry

a b o u t s o m e b o d y e l s e ' s l i f e , j

PPs Do you go to a Polish parish?

Koscs Yes,

PPs Which one do you attend?

Koscs St, Blaise, CW

PPs Do you belong to any Polish organizations?

K o s c s N o , !

PPs Don't play in a Polish band?

Koscs No, I don't l ike Polish music.

PPs What about Polish food?

Koscs That I like,

Koscs Had a lot of that Polish home cooking before

I got married,

PPs Well, you dbr.now' , don't you?

Koscs I still do, but not as much as I used to,

PPs When you were growing up, did your parents

own their own home?

K o s c s Y e s , !

PPs And you have! your own home now?

Koscs Yes,
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I s t h i s y o u r fi r s t h o m e o r s e c o n d h o m e ?

Second one.

V/here were you before?

Over on the East s ide on Theodore and Mora

I n D e t r o i t . ove ou t?

: i ; 1 ) 3 , I t - . { o i r ; o a d .

D i d y o u r k i d s g o t o p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l ?

Ye s . P u b l i c s c h o o l , e x c u s e m e .

D id you go t o pa roch ia l s choo l when you we

s m a l l ?

' T i l t h e e i g h t h g r a d e .

Which one d id you go to?

I m m a c u l a t e C o n c e p t i o n .

You ment ioned you had a moto rb ike?

M o t o r c y c l e ,

W h a t k i n d o f a c a r d o y o u d r i v e ?

I ' v e g o t a M u s t a n g I I .

Do you have a boat?

Ye s .

\ Ihat k ind?

R o u r t e e n f o o t S k y c r a f t .

Where do you go w i th tha t?

U s u a l l y t h e D e t r o i t R i v e r .
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D o y o u u s e t h a t f o r fi s h i n g ?

Oh yeah.

Yo u h ^ v e l o t s o f h o b b i e s t h e n ; w i t h y o u r

m o t o r c y c l e a n d y o u r b o a t a n d fi s h i n g .
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Koscs Yeah, I've got lots of hobbies,

PPs Do you have ;a cottage someplace?

Koscs No,

PPs Did you ever have a parent or a parent-in-law

living with you?
Koscs No,

PPs Now I'd like! to know a little bit about your workT

life, so to speak. What kinds of jobs did you
have in high school?

Koscs Well, I used to help my dad when he had a

gas station. That was the only thing I done,
P P s T h e n w h a t d i d y o u d o a f t e r t h a t ? j

Koscs Then after that, I got a job at Cadillac, ;

FF: Doing what? j

K o s c s ' . ' f o r k i n g o n f n e p r o d u c t i o n l i n e . i

PPs V/hich plant?

Koscs Cadillac down on Clark Street.

PPs That was what, Local 23?

Koscs Twenty-two, I think. Then I got laid off lover

there.

PPs What did you do on the production line?

Koscs I did so many jobs, it's hard to remember.
Just about everything,. Put in l ight tr immings.

Putting the parts on the line on the cars.
Down to the tW) Jf^^JL^ -

PPs So, you stayed at Cadillac, Did you go into

©ft. apprentice program at Cadillac?

Koscs No, I got laid off over there and they sent me
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Koscs over here to get a job, I come over here and

I got a chance to get on skilled trades, so

I stayed here.

PPs So you signed up for machine repairman?

Koscs Yeah.

PPs How long was your apprentice program?

Koscs I didn't have an apprentice program. I was

on the E.I.T. program.

PPs Did you take any classes outside the (^v

Koscs Well, they sent us to school for a while, j

PPs Where to?

Koscs It's a trade school over here where they send

a l l o f them, I fo rge t the name o f i t . I t ' s

been about ten years since I've been over; there.

PPs So, how long have you had your journeyman's card?

Koscs About six, seven, eight years,

PPs When do you;count your seniority from?

Koscs Fromf^ fourth year you've been on, you get

what they call E.I.T.S. That's when your:

s e n i o r i t y s t a r t s ,

PPs So, what was the date of your seniority? |

Koscs I don't even remember. It's so importantj

I even forget i t ,

PPs "I only ask because most "D^DplC remember

exactly what the date was.
Koscs It's unimportant to me,

PPs You don't even remember the year?

Koscs I don't even remember the day I had it inj.
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PP: You don't even remember the year of your

sen io r i t y?
Koscs No. It's unimportant, I can't see any meaning

-Yor Importance in that.
PPj I guess it 's only important when people figure

out how many years they've got to retire.

Rose: The day when I have to find out about it, I'll

just go look it up in the book and find out.
PP: Do you have any idea what you're going to do

when you do retire?

Koscs Not the slightest. I might be dead by then.

No special thing planned.

PP: Go into business for yourself, or go fishing?

Kosci Cross that bridge when we come to it.

PP: You're one of these people-Hw"^ sort of day

by day?
Rose: In little wab Something like that is too

far in the future to plan on.

PP: Rave you ever considered changing your job?

Rose: To what?

PP: I don't knowJ To something else.

Rose: No, not really. 1 like doing what I'm doing.

PP: Some people decide when they get to be thirty-

five, forty that they'd l ike to t ry something else.

So, I always ask people if that's something they'd
like to do. Some peopley^have ideas ana some

people don't. Some people say^what you did;
that they just want to stay where they are.

Rave you ever considered going out of state'
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Ko s c s No,

PPs How many times have you been laid off?

Koscs Only once when I was on production over at

Cadi l lac,

PPs That's the only time? Never at Gear and Axle?

Koscs I think I was laid off once over here and ^as off

f o r t w o w e e k s . j

PPs So, you'd say that you really liked your w|ork?

Koscs Oh yes,

PPs Have you participated at all in these Quality

of Work Life circles?

Koscs No* I think it's a whole bunch of horseshit.

Al l i t is is a big chi l l program,

P P s D o e s y o u r w i f e w o r k a t a l l ? j
Koscs No. She's a housewife. That's enough of|a job,

P P s H o w m a n y c h i l d r e n d o y o u h a v e ? j

Koscs Four,

PPs Do you know of any Polish auto workers who have

gone out of state to find work?
K o s c s N o , \

PPs Beyond your; classes for your E.I.T., havejyou

taken any kind of classes in anything? |

K o s c s N o , I

PPs Nothing at all? I thought you might havej taken

something in taking care of a boat or something
1 1 * , t h a t . ^

Koscs No, That/Seems to come natural,

PPs Do you sometimes go off for several days?
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Rose: Yeah, sometimes I go off for a week. We were

just gone three weeks ago for a week in Lake
LeeianaU On a fishing trip.

PP: You. said you fish mostly-fee ^\K\(?_ . Any other fish?

Rose: Once in a while we catch some bass, and ._ R':e.

.ce and catch pert a d pike,Fish through the

Jt r:
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' : ' l i t t le b i t o f wa l leye.

How manv vears have you worked at Rear and Axle?

Twenty-three years. But not all at the Gear
and Axle.

But when they count your years in toward tne

thir ty years, they count that.
I worked at Cadillac for five years.

You've had your journeyman's card for six . . .

About seven, eight years.

I'm trying to hurry up the interview because

you said you. have to go. What do you think
about Japanese and some of the for%gn auto

mobiles? Any feelings one way or the other?

Like what?

That the Rnited States shouldn't let them in

or people shouldn't buy them.

I think they should let them in but I think

they should charge them the same price they
charge us for shipping our cars over there.
I think thia country 's stupid. You se

car over t ire, /it costs $28,000 for a

Chevrolet^that you can buy for $8,000 over here.
But yet, their cars sell for less money over
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Whatever it took to get along.

You wouldn't try to get into something else,

or would you?

It's hard to say. It depends on what

would be open.

Have you ever been interested in robots or

anything l ike that?
Not real ly.

How about computers?

That 's an in terest ing fie ld. That 's one

" -1-. i . 've never taker a course in co pul

No. We've got a couple guys in the shop \

are taking It up now.

What do you feel about people taking early

retirement i f they get laid off? Do you

think it's a. good idea?

Taking early retirement if you get laid off?

:-o, what I mean is, if a production worker

keeps getting laid off and he's around thirty.
So he figures he'll take what Re has and

in to someth ing e l se . I t i sn ' t r ea l l y re t i r e

ment. I t 's qui t t ing and star t ing something

e l s e , r e a l l y.
what do I think about that? It's up to him,
what he wants to do.

What happens if a person has more years in,
and Is laid off? Do you think he should just
wait and hope that he gets called back In?

KOSCIELSKI
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here than they do over there.

D o y o u t h i n k y o u ' d f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y i f t h e y

assembled them here using American workers?

They wouldn't be Japanese cars then.
hat many of the

Ko s c
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What I don' t understand is t l

cars that we do have, apparently have a lot

o f fo re ign par ts in them.

A l l t h e s t e e l w e g e t i s a l l f o r e i g n s t e e l .

Some people say they are more foreign

1 ev are America] .

G e n e r a l M o t o r s I s t r y i n g t o S l o w i u p

somebody 's bu t t . They th ink tha t they a re

foo l i ng somebody. Bu t , a l l t he s tee l t hey buy

i s f o r e i g n . I t a l l c o m e s : ^ J a p a n .

I heard, for example, that the engine of the

Luv tru/ek was made in Japans coo*-'*

I d o n ' t k n o w i f i t s t i l l i s .

This is why I was asking the quest ion. Because

so much of a so-called American car is made . . .

What do you think about th is out-sourcing?

I t h i n k i t ' s a l l r i g h t i f t h e p e o p l e a t h o m e
utUfZ

here've got enough work ' they can't handle

it. And they need to send It out someplace

else, that 's fine, as long as there's people
here who need work, It should be &-& to this

country.
If you were laid off and GM decided they were

going to not have as many machine repairmen,
do you have any idea what you might do'
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Koscs It depends on what situation, I don't know,
i

PPs I'm thinking mainly of people at Dodge Main,

Koscs You're asking me what somebody else would do,

I don't know,

PPs None of us know what somebody else will do.

But, sometimes people do have opinions on
some of these things. That's why I asked you.

Have you ever played an active role in the; Union?

Koscs No, That's another farce,
P P s D o y o u v o t e ? j

Koscs Yes,

PPs Do you go to trade meetings at all?

Koscs No,
iPPs Have you ever attended any of the education

c l a s s e s ? ;

Koscs No.

PPs I guess you're too busy with all your hobbies

to do something like that. How do you think

the automotive industry is affected by inflation?

Koscs It's affected very much by it. You can see

by all the people we've got laid off,
PPs Do you think i t 's the inflation or do you think

it's the amount of imported cars?
Koscs I don't think the amount of imported cars j

means anything as to finding out why people

are laid off. They're trying to make every

body be l ieve i t i s , But5 I don ' t th ink i t i s .

They're not selling that many more importeck cars
than they are American cars. So, how can the
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Rose: foreign cars be stopping our market over here

o n • c a r s .

PP: What do you think about the idea of a young

person, say one ol your/Vkids, being trained for
more than one job?

Rose: I think it's a good idea.

PP: Do you think they should be trained in two

completely different kinds of jobs or sor"
of a couple of jobs for later?

Rose: Whatever they can handle,

PP: Have you ever talked about this with your kids?

Rave they ever talked about it to you?

Rose: Not really. My oldest one's already got her

goals set. She knows what she wants to be.
PP: What does she want to do?

Kosc: She wants to be an artist. She's going to

college now and taking art courses. She
wants to be some kind of illustrater, or some

th ing .
PP: What college is she at?
Rose: Center for Creative Studies.

PPs Down in Detroit,/ ' Very excellent school.

Kosc: She's a very excellent artist.

PP: What kind of art does she do?

Rose: She's learning a l i t t le bit of everything there.

iVhen the semester ended, I think she was into

a c r y l i c s ,
PP: Although you are Polish, you don't seem to

identify too much with things Polish. when you

KOSCIELSKI
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PP: see some of the young Pol ish men laid off , do you
t

th ink i t a f fec ts them any greater than anyone

e l s e ? B e i n g l a i d o f f ? B e c a u s e o f s t r o .

fami l y t i es and the impor tance o f the i r j obs?

looses I don't see how it would affect one anymore than

O - A D - f f e f f ^ o u ^ o n ' t s a Y f y o u ' r e l a i d o f f
more because you're Polish.

P F : N o , I d o n ' t m e a n t h a t a t a l l . I m e a n t h e a f f e c t

o n t h e i n d i v i d u a l .

Kosc: I t doesn ' t have any greater a ffec t on one Of

a n o t h e r.

PPs These have been just very general quest ions and

I don't want to take too much of your t ime.

So, thank you very much.

/Case. Pl^vV ■■
End of interview.


