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T h i s i s P a t P i l l i n g . I a m t a l k i n g w i t h M a r k K a r p i n s k i ,

2602 Eval ine Street in Hamtramck, Michigan. Today, is June 7,

1982. Mark is a member of Local 235 U.A.W. and is in ski l led

t r a d e .

PP: Mark, can you tell me where and when you were born?

MK: May 26, 1951. St . Francis Hospi ta l in Hamtramck.

PP: That makes you how many years old? o

MK: 31 years o ld

PP Do you have any bro thers or s is ters?

MK: Yes, I have 4 brothers and 2 s is ters .

PP: Are they younger or older than you?

MK: They are a l l younger.

PP: Any of them work for the plant?

MK: Yes, I have one brother that works in Chevrolet , Gear & Axle,

Loca l 235 . He works as a mi l lwr igh t .

P P : I s h e s t i l l w o r k i n g ?

M K : Ye s , h e i s s t i l l w o r k i n g ?

PP: You ment ioned to me before , tha t you were la id -o f f . How is

i t t h a t y o u r b r o t h e r i s s t i l l w o r k i n g ?

MK: He go t the job be fo re I d id . He has more sen io r i t y.

PP: How many years does he have?

MK: 7 years.

PP: How about you?

MK: I had 5 before I was la id-off in December.
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Is your mother pol ish or part .pol ish?

Ye s , a l l p o l i s h .

Did she immigrate?

No, she was born here.

Is she second generat ion pol ish?

Yes, she is second generat ion po l ish.

What about your father?

Same with my father. His father was born in Warsaw.

He came here after W.W. 1. He is second generation also,
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Do you know how your parents met?

N o , I d o n ' t .

Have your parents ever been to Poland?

N o , t h e y h a v e n ' t m y g r a n d f a t h e r , 2 4

Which grandfather?

The Karp insk i g rand fa ther.

Have you ever been there?

No , I haven ' t .

, bu t tha t was i t ,

Do you have any interest in going?

Ye s , I ' d l i k e t o g o . T h e r e ' s o t h e r p l a c e s I w o u l d l i k e t o

go a l so , i f I was in Europe , I wou ld defin i te l y s top in Po land .

PP: Do you have an^jf interest in going to Europe, one day?

MK: Yes, I would I l ike to go there.

PP: You ment ioned before we star ted tap ing that you were in terested

in h is tory. I was wonder ing, have you read anyth ing about the

h is to ry o f Po land?

MK: No, jus t what 's in the news, now. Some th ings I l i ke to look

up and read. But then sometimes I realize how lack I am on

the h i s to ry o f Po land .
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PP: Do you speak-(polish?

MK: No , no t a t a l l . When I was i n t he fi rs t g rade I was tak ing

the pol ish classes that they had at Our Lady Queen of Apostles.

I was doing so wel l in them, that a l l my other subjects were

lack so the nun sugges ted tha t I don ' t take i t . My paren ts

and the nun thought i t wou ld be bet ter, perhaps to le t i t go .

PP: How did your parents happen to come to Detroit?

MK: They were born here.

MK: My mother is from Hamtramck and my father is from the

Harper and Van Dyke area,

PP: D id your g randfa ther come d i rec t ly to th is a rea f rom Po land

or d id they se t t l e somewhere e lse fi rs t?

MK: They came 'd i rec t l y he re .

PP : They d idn ' t s top i n N .Y. o r Pennsy l van ia , o r someth ing l i ke tha t .

MK: Maybe just on therV way to Detro i t .

PP: Your g rand fa ther d idn ' t work in the coa l m ines?

MK: No, not tha t I know of .

PP : Do any o f you r re la t i ves , such as , you r fa the r, o r unc le

or other close relative work Qtsfc the plant?

M K : Va r i o u s u n c l e s w o r k i n d i f f e r e n t p l a n t s a r o u n d t h e c i t y. I

have a couple of uncles that work at Fords, my father/ \also

works over here at local 235. I have a cousin here at Gear

& A x l e , t h a t ' s a b o u t i t .

PP : I s he ac t i ve i n t he un ion?

MK: I don' t know how act ive wi th the union he is , he just works

i n P l a n t 1 . ,

PP: What does he do in Plant 1?

MK: He works a lathe.
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Did you say your father worked in the plant?

No, my father was a plasterer l ike my grandfather and'Auncle,

My grandfather was in a pretty bad car accident around 1926

so he cou ldn ' t do p las te r ing fu l l - t ime . He ended up work ing

i n 6 9 . H e d i d s i d e c o n t r a c t s 7 1

Tel l me, wi th-poland in the news these days, do you feel

any k ind o f i den t i t y w i th Po land .

Lo ts , a lo t o f p r ide .

Is this on your own account or because of your grandfather

o r f a t h e r .

No, i ts my own in terest .

When d id you fi rs t ge t in te res ted in Po land.

More recent ly, in the las t 3 years . When I was younger I

d idn ' t pay any a t ten t i on to tha t O ld Wor ld s tu f f . When you

g e t a r o u n d 2 3 o r 2 4 y o u s t a r t a p p r e c i a t i n g t h a t s t u f f . I

c a m e t o a p p r e c i a t e i t e s p e c i a l l y l i v i n g i n H a m t r a m c k . I t s

not as much Poland as i t use to be. I have al lot of pr ide

in Hamtramck and Detroit.

Has the .Solidarity movement made a difference?

No.

I t i sn ' t j u s t because o f t he wo rke r s ' movemen t , i t s j u s t

Poland in general?

Yes, 17 Q

')
now i ts -Sol idar i ty and I a lways knew that

the "fTolish were freedom loving people and most of them are,

s o , t h a t ' s t h e r e fi r s t t h i n g , t h e r ^ f r e e d o m . I ' m n o t s u r e

what ' s go ing on in Po land . You can hear a lo t o f s to r ies .

I ' ve had f r iends, Ukra in ian f r iends, who have been to Russ ia ,

my age, who sa id they ' re 50 years beh ind in every th ing , in

a lo t o f t h i ngs . I j us t know f rom wha t my f r i ends t e l l me .
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PP: Do you ever go to any o f the Po l ish e thn ic fes t iva ls?

MK: I use to go to the downtojriw one.

PP: They hold them in this area too?

MK: We have one in Hamtramck, now its Labor Day, i ts alot nicer.

I haven' t been to any of the ones downtown recent ly, they ' re

n ice bu t a f te r awh i le they a l l ge t to be the same. You

always see people you don't want to see a^?14^ /5^-^ -

P P : I ' v e n o t i c e d t h e y ' v e h a d f e s t i v a l s o n t h e e a s t s i d e . T h e r e

was one fair ly recent ly, I thought maybe you have at tended a few.

M K : N o , I d o n ' t .

P P : I s t h e r a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a o f P o l a n d t h a t y o u i d e n t i f y w i t h ?

MK: Warsaw. I 'm no t rea l c lea r on tha t because my g rand fa ther d idn ' t

speak Eng l i sh . I d idn ' t speak 'po l i sh . We d id i ^ - t—speak much

to each other. He was alot older, he was an older man when my

fa the r was born . He was re t i red be fo re I was born . He l i ved

t i l l he was about 80 years o ld.

PP: Your parents both spoke"pol ish and probably when they were

children spoke -polish in the home. Have you any idea why

they didn' t t ry and perpetuate th is when you were born?

M K : L i k e I s a i d , e a r l i e r f o r m e , n o n e o f t h e k i d s t o o k i n t e r e s t

in i t and my paren ts never fo rced them. A lo t o f my f r iends ,

they sa id they never spoke 6hg l ish t i l l they were 6 years o ld .
oNow they don ' t speak po l i sh a t a l l . They unders tand , bu t

PP

MK

PP

MK

they can ' t speak i t . None o f t he k i ds i n schoo l used i t .
Do you attend a pol ish parish?

Yes , S t . Lad i s l aus .

Is that the one you always attended?

No, I use to belong to Our Lady Queen of Apostles.
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PP: Where 's tha t?

MK: That's on Conant Street. I was baptis^ed and made my communion

t h e r e . T h e n , I w e n t t o S a n t a M a r i a . I t w a s a n I t a l i a n p a r i s h .

Just the other s ide of Hamtramck in High land Park. I went to

school there for a couple of years and than back to St. Lad's

and final ly to Hamtramck High.

Do you belong to any polish assoc. or groups?

No, jus t the Po l ish Sea League C lub my fa ther runs . I t ' s a

l i t t l e b a r r i g h t h e r e .

The Pol ish, what , c lub?

The Pol ish Sea, l ike ocean sea, s-e-a.

What does it mean?

They j us t s ta r t ed a c l ub , l i ke a l o t o f c l ubs a round i n

Hamt ramck , j u s t f o r d r i nk i ng and wha teve r. I t ' s an o l d c l ub .

The only one in Hamtramck. I know there use to be one in

Ch icago , bu t we can ' t find i t , i t was fo r bow l ing tou rnaments

P P : I t ' s p r i m a r y a d r i n k i n g p l a c e .

MK: Yes .

PP: Do they meet once a week?

M K : N o , i t ' s o p e n a l l t h e t i m e .

PP: Wh&rRbar i s i t .

M K : I t ' s a l i t t l e c l u b , t h e r e ' s n o s i g n s o r a n y t h i n g .

P P : O h , I s e e , i t ' s a n a c t u a l c l u b , p r i v a t e .

MK: Private, anyone can come in.

PP: You mean any man?

MK: No, in fac t my mother 's work ing there r ight now.

PP: Oh, is she? Where do your parents l ive?

MK: They own th is house, now they rent th is flat downsta i rs , towards

the back. Below where I am right now, is the man who used to
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o w n t h e h o u s e , i n t h e s t o r e f r o n t . I t u s e d t o b e a c a n d y -

s t o r e , n o w i t s a p l a c e f o r r a c e t r a c k s . H e ' s " [ p o l i s h t o o .

Yo u r e n t t h i s f r o m y o u r p a r e n t s ? T h e y o w n t h e w h o l e

b u i l d i n g ? D i d t h e y o w n t h e i r o w n h o m e w h e n y o u w e r e r a i s e d ?

N o , w e r e n t e d a l l t h e t i m e .

O h , t h i s i s t h e fi r s t h o m e t h e y o w n .

We ' v e p r o b a b l y l i v e d h e r e 2 0 s o m e y e a r s n o w, t h e y d i d n ' t

b u y i t t i l l m a y b e 1 2 y e a r s a g o .

T h a t ' s y o u r c a r o u t s i d e i s n ' t i t ?

I t ' s a C h e v y . I w a s l o y a l .
f \ -

A r e m o s t p e o p l e i n t h e p p l a n t l o y a l ?

N o , I s e e w h e r e a \ L o t o f t h e m a r e n ' t . 1 6 6

S o m e w h e r e a l o n g t h e l i n e I s e e a s o l u t i o n . I c a n s e e w h y t o o .

B e f o r e I c o u l d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d i t n o w I d o . A s l o n g a s t h e y

w o r k , s o m e w h e r e , s o m e t i m e s t h e y g e t b i t t e r a b o u t t h i n g s a n d

t h e y d o n ' t w a n t t o b u y t h e r e c a r . I u s e t o p o l i t i c a g a i n s t

t h e m a n d s a y w h a t a r e y o u d o i n g b u y i n g a C h r y s l e r o r F o r d ?

I c o u l d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d , n o w I d o , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r t h e y m a d e

some concess ions .

W h a t a b o u t f o r e i g n c a r s , d o e s a n y o n e e v e r b u y a f o r e i g n c a r ?

M y b r o t h e r , h e ' s a l w a y s b u y i n g To y o t a s .

H o w d o y o u f e e l a b o u t t h a t ?

O k a y, I u s e t o g r o w l a t h i m , b u t n o t a n y m o r e . M y o t h e r

b r o t h e r s , i n t a c t , e v e r y o n e e l s e i n t h e f a m i l y b o u g h t G M

PP:

MK:

PP:

c a r s . I w a s a l w a y s a g a i n s t a f o r e i g n c a r b i d , b u t I k e e p

l o o k i n g a t t h o s e 1 8 1 f r o m I t a l y .

F a n c y c a r.

F a n c y f o r e i g n s p o r t s c a r .
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P P : Te l l m e a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t y o u r w o r k l i f e f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g

when you were in high school, what kind of work did you do?

In h igh schoo l , I worked in the marke t . R igh t on the nex t

corner, fi rs t I worked in the produce a is le when I was 12-

13 and by the t ime I got in h igh school , I d idn ' t work there

any more and later on I went to work on the -new market side,

one bui lding, separate owners and I worked there a couple of

y e a r s . I w o r k e d i n t h e l i b r a r y i n h i g h s c h o o l , a l s o , i n

Hamtramck High I d id a l lo t o f pr in t ing. Senior year I was

w o r k i n g i n p r i n t i n g . T h e n , I w e n t o f f t o c o l l e g e . I w e n t

to Northern Michigan for a semester. And the summer af ter

high school, I worked the Wayne County Road Commission and

m y fi r s t s u m m e r t h e r e , I g o t h u r t p r e t t y b a d . I a l m o s t l o s t

my foot from a lawn mower blade. It delayed me from

g o i n g t o s c h o o l u n t i l J a n u a r y. I d i d n ' t d o t o w e l l m y fi r s t

semester there. I was away from home and kind of wi ld. Then

I wen t t o Macomb. F i r s t yea r f o r l i be ra l a r t s and than I

swi tched back to pr in t ing, because they have a good pr int ing

s y s t e m t h e r e . I fi n i s h e d u p t h e r e . I d i d n ' t g e t m y a s s o c i a t e s

d e g r e e b e c a u s e I d i d n ' t t a k e t y p i n g a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t . I

wo rked fo r a sho r t wh i l e a f te r t ha t i n a p r i n t shop wh i l e I

was go ing to Wayne S ta te Un ive rs i t y. I t h ink I go t as fa r

as junior status and that would've been about 1973 when I stopped.

PP: Were you in ^> L.L. Col lege of L i fe long Learning or L ibera l Ar ts?
- I ■ - A . s u J t ^MK: No, ]us t l i be ra l7? . r ts . I was in Educa t ion because I was go ing

to be a pr in t shop teacher. And then around 1973 I jus t got

fed up w i th schoo l , I guess . Dropped ou t , r i gh t towards the
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end of my junior year. I had junior status after all my

credits were added up and subtracted from the different schools.

In the meantime in the summer, I was working for Wayne County

Road Commission. I did everything for them, I enjoyed that,

l/^was outside and it was nice, than I tried to get into printing,
but at the time the industry was down. Around 74-75 I went to

work for the city of Hamtramck. I worked for them afeeert a yea*,

year and a half, till about f77, than I went to work for
Gear & Axle. I was just laid-off from Hamtramck. First t ime

I was ever la id-off . F i rs t person ever la id-off in the c i ty

of Hamtramck. I was off for about a month and a half. It

was a job, I never thought I would ever work in a factory

and it came up, I tried it, and it was okay. Working on the

l i n e .
PP: What did you do on the line?

MK: I was an inspector. nj^was the first inspector's job on the

Gear & Axle assembly line.

You mean you went right from the street to being an inspector?

Yes.

Isnft that sort of unusual?

No, it 's just the same thing as production. You sti l l have to
do the same amount of parts. I t 's no different. I t 's supposedly

easier. You have to make sure the quality^.±s ^there all the

t ime. I a lways t r ied to take pr ide in i t .
PP: Have you ever thought about going back to school and following

in your print ing?

MK: Sure, a l l the t ime, not in pr int ing. I 've been in that too

long already.

PP

MK

PP

MK
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I don ' t know what I wou ld l i ke to do . I f I went back to

C h e v r o l e t , I ' d h a v e s e n i o r i t y i n s k i l l e d t r a d e .

PP: Let 's go back to when you were an inspector. You were an

inspec to r o f ac tua l l y wha t?

MK: The ax le .

PP: And how long were you doing that?

MK: 51 weeks.

PP: And then what?

NK: Then, they switched me to axle shaft job that would be the

s h a f t t h a t h o l d s t h e l u g s . & 2 * - = 6 - 5 ~ ? n A z , ^ - . O ^ ^ ,

PP: And then what?

MK: I was on for a few weeks. I wanted days, I was on afternoons

t h a t w h o l e t i m e w h i c h I d i s l i k e d a g r e a t d e a l . S o I c o u l d n ' t

bump on days in inspect ion. So, the commit teeman said I could

go o f f o f inspec t ion and go ®m produc t ion . I ' d do any th ing to

get on days. So I went to the cage truck job (276) and he

put me on the long tube and I thought I was going to die.

PP: Can you descr ibe that?

MK: They weighed about 2 6 pounds, but I was only an inspector

pu l l ing the cab le most o f the t ime in the shaf t and they put

me on tha t j ob , and I j us t wasn ' t ready fo r i t .

PP; What is a long tube?

MK: I t ' s j u s t a t ube t ha t t he ca r r i e r s a re a t t ached t o and t han

they put the phlangeJand the brakes on. They put me on the

b ig j ob , t he fi r s t coup le o f days I was r eady t o qu i t , bu t I

s t u c k i t o u t . I d i d t h a t f o r t w o o r t h r e e m o n t h s t h a n I g o t

c a l l e d i n t o m a i n t e n a n c e . I w a s a m i l l w r i g h t a p p r e n t i c e E . I . T.
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E m p l o y e e i n Tr a i n i n g . A n d I d i d t h a t f o r a l i t t l e o v e r 2 y e a r s

before I got cut back to that same job on the t ruck.
■ f ' 1

PP: What is the difference from an apprentice and an employee -/A -Uo^>^ -

MK: An apprent ice, I guess you have to take more classes, plus

you become a journeyman a lot sooner. An employee in training

i s , i t ' s a l l w o r k e d t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h t h e > u n i o n . I k n o w t h e i r

have to be a cer ta in amount o f apprent ices . I 'm not sure

i f t he government i s i nvo lved w i th emp loyee in t ra in ing , o r

what .

PP: What, par t o f your sa lary is paid by the government?

MK: That I 'm not sure. I know that the government and General

Moto rs have ce r ta in p rog rams. I t h ink co l l ege s tuden ts used

to come in, I don't know if they have them anymore.

PP: So , ac tua l l y you were t ra in ing to become a mi l lwr igh t .

M K : R i g h t .

PP : How long d id th i s t ra in ing take?

MK: For me, before I get my journeyman's card, I think anywhere

from 6-8 years. Where5" an apprentice, ,3-4 years, he gets his card.

PP: When did you get your journeyman's card?

MK: I d idn ' t . A f te r fou r years you ge t an S , you become an E . I .T.S .

Same as the journeyman, you have all journeyman pay, everything.

Unti l after so many thousands of hours you work then you get

you r j ou rneyman 's ca rd . I t ' s t he same th ing fo r an app ren t i ce .

He has to work so many hours.

PP: What is your status now?

M K : N o w, I ' m j u s t a p r o d u c t i o n w o r k e r, l a i d - o f f . I f I w a s t o b e

cal led back tomorrow I would go back, probably in product ion.
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v>R
I always t r ied to do the best job I cou ld , p lus you get to

t h i n k _ , I l i k e d t h a t . I t ' s s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t e v e r y d a y a s a

m i l l w r i g h t , a l w a y s , e v e n b e i n g a m i l l w r i g h t o n t h e fl o o r i n

^cer ta in p lan ts , you work more , the re 's someth ing d i f fe ren t .
/

Side

MK: /as a m i l lw r igh t I en joyed i t a g rea t dea l because I go t to

use my brain, I guess. When I was back on production, i t was

a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t . I f I w e n t b a c k t o t h a t a n d I k n e w I w o u l d n ' t

g e t i n t o s k i l l e d t r a d e s I w o u l d d e fi n i t e l y g o b a c k t o s c h o o l

and look for something else to do.

PP: Have you thought now about going back to school since your

sor t o f do ing no th ing?

MK: Wel l , I don ' t th ink your a l lowed to go back to schoo l and co l lec t

unemployment. I'm not suresJov*-* <^"^^ ■

PP: Have you thought of looking into i t because I 've heard some

workers have gone to school, I know that your not al lowed to

take a regular job, but I have heard of people going to school .

Now, didn't they have this TRA?

MK: I j us t m issed ou t on tha t a lso . I th ink I go t one TRA check

when I was la id-off last summer and that wasn' t much at a l l .

They keep changing that TRA so often that I 'm not sure anybody

knows what's going on with that anymore.

PP: So , you rea l l y haven ' t l ooked in to the fac t whe ther o r no t you

could go back to school.

MK: No, I guess I'm just waiting to have'"" horse in my hand.y I

have been working since I was 12 so the six months that I have

been off , mixed emot ions about i t .
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I guess I would stil l be in line, if they ever called back

mil lwrights. There was a few laid-off, I think I would be
one of them. I hope to be one of them.

PP: In other words, you got so far in this millwright program,

and then you went back to production, did you?

MK: No, I was cut back.

PP: Were you given a choice, either get laid-off or get cut back?

MK: No, if I would have had my "S", I would've had a choice.

PP: When did you get that, what year did you get your "S"?

MK: I didn't. I was a year short of the "S".

PP: So they just cut your back off the program, back to production.

MK: If I was a journeyman, or if I had my "S", I would've had

a choice.

PP: So what kind of production did you go back to?

MK: My old job on cage truck.

PP: When were you laid-off?

MK: December 4, 1981.

PP: You have certain benefits for a while, right?

MK: I just got done with a 13 week extension. My 13 week extension

was up just a couple of weeks ago.

PP: How many benefits do you have?

MK: I get every two weeks from M.E.S.C. $394.00. That's the un

employment and then I get sub-pay which comes out to about
$130.00 every two weeks.

PP: Have their been any more benefits?

MK: I still have sub benefits left, and 13 weeks left which would

take me up to Labor Day of unemployment left. I'm not sure
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about what happens after that.

PP: You mean when they cut you off? So what are you going to do

when i t runs out?

MK: Look around, I guess. I ' ve been pret ty lucky when i t comes

t o g e t t i n g j o b s .

PP: What kind of job do you think you can get?

M K : I d o n ' t k n o w. I d i d n ' t e v e n t h i n k o f i t . U s u a l l y , I h a d

high paying jobs, whatever job I worked at , even in h igh

school and in grade school. I always made more money than

anybody else.

PP: What would you call a high paying job now?

MK: We l l , my j ob I had as m i l lw r i gh t was h igh pay ing . R igh t up

around $12.0 0 an hour.

PP : Oh yes , t ha t i s h igh .

Even when I worked for the town, all those summers, I was outMK

PP

MK

of h igh school , I was making $5.00 an hour in 1969. That 's

g rea t fo r anybody, espec ia l l y i f your, j us t ' ou t o f h igh schoo l

I always came across good jobs.

You have seniority now at Gear & Axle, how do they count it,

s ince you 've been both E. I .T. and apprent icesh ip .

I have three years towards mi l lwr ight managing and five years

s e n i o r i t y i n t h e p l a n t .

PP : Wha t abou t i f you wan ted to ge t a j ob back w i th t he ^95 r7

because you worked with them before, would you have any good chance?

M K : I d o n ' t k n o w. T h a t w o u l d b e a p o s s i b i l i t y.

PP: Do you l i ke your work , the work you do in the p lant? The mi l lwr ight?

MK: Mi l lwr ight work I en joyed a great deal . You worked hard somet imes,

sometimes you don't , i t depends what the circumstances were.
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PP: Since you are under 35 now, have you ever thought about changing

your job completely?
MK: Yes, y^arlways think about that. I don't know. Teaching

always keeps coming back to my mind.
PP: Teaching printing as you mentioned earlier?

MK: No, not so much printing. It would probably be history or

sociology or something like that. Or just going: completely

different, go to school for theatre or something, I 'm not sure.
PP: Have you ever thought about relocating in a different state?

Would you be interested in that?

MK: I l ike the city, I don't l ike the suburbs to;much. Maybe in

Las Vegas or New York City, I don't know. I'm not sure. I

like Las Vegas, I like the idea of being a dealer maybe, that

would be kind of romantic, or whatever, but, I like the big

c i ty and Det ro i t ' s k ind o f ra ted tha t . I don ' t th ink I 'd
move out of Detroit or^Hamtramck.

PP: You mean you would miss being out of this area?

MK: Yes, I l ike th is area alot .

PP: What would you miss most if you did move to another state?

MK: Naturally, my friends and parents and family and living this

who le l i f es ty le tha t I have . I l i ke the ou tdoors , I l i ke to

go out of state, out in the country.
PP: Do you fish?

MK: I deer hunt every year. One year I had about 17 days up there

and that was^about enough. I get itchy for the city after

awhi le.

PP: What is it about the city that you like?

\
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MK: I don ' t know. I t ' s f as te r. I ^o t t o hea r t he fi re eng ines

roll down my street, they come blasting through here because

I l ive r ight here on the fire route. I f they came by r ight

now you would have to turn off your tape recorder, it would

be just too loud. I l ike the noise, I l ike to be in the c i ty.

I l ike everything about i t .

PP: I see you like music, from all the records that you have. What

kind of records do you like, you have a mixture there, I can see.

MK: I was in the ifcglish invasion, you know, the Rolling Stones,

the Who all that and recently its been Caribbean music and mostly

to Classical, I 've been l istening exclusively to Classical music

the last 3-4 years. I just mellowed out, I guess.

PP: Yes, I can see, you got varied records. What is that, Bob

Marley, one record, than you got Tchaikovsky ^tesafeer Symphony
N¥Hftteer 4, that's quite a range of music.

MK: It depends on my mood, what it's like. Today, it was regacge

day at 1:00, on WDET, they have a regale program, that's what
I l i ke to l i s ten to there .

PP: Do you know of any \polish auto workers who've gone to find

work in another state?

MK: Not personally, I don't know any.

PP: Actually, how many years of school have you had?

MK: Twelve years, through high school and 4-5 years of college which

added up to junior status.

PP: How did you get your first job at Gear & Axle?

MK: A friend of my father's brought an application and he turned

it in, I believe. I don't know if they just gave them out to
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anybody, that was the right procedure, but I got an application
in and they hired me. I guess they were hiring at the time

and I got hired.

PP: So, actually what year were you hired?

MK: January of 1977.

PP: Do you know the exact date?

M K : J a n u a r y 1 7 , 1 9 7 7 . C ^ ^ ^ '

PP: Most people know the exact date. ? Do you have any idea, hoping

that you will be called back or get some other kind of job soon,

have you ever thought about maybe what age you might want to

ret i re? I know i t 's a long way off at th is point in your l i fe,

but you must hear the older men talking about it, and times

have changed.

fl like 30 years and out, I'd hoped it would be 25 and out by
the time I'm ready to go.

You like 25 and out, not 30 and out. That was my next question

•whether you were going to say longer than 30 and out.

MK: No, I would go the first day I was ffl$.®q±h±e. I wouldn't

hang around, I wouldn't be like that, I don't know circumstances
would be different sure, if I'd be married and have kids, or

whatever. It's hard to say what you would do that far in the

fu tu re .
PP: Right, it 's a long way off. Actually, how many times have

you been laid-off?
MK: You mean just (Chevrolet?

PP: Yes.

MK: Just for the occasional weeks in changeover last year and

I missed them all up t i l l then. I have other fr iends that

were off for quite awhile from there that were on production
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and that was it, till recently. I mean thej£i^ was always the

rumors but they always seemed to miss me until this last

one.

PP: How do your folks feel about you being laid-off? What is their

reac t ion to i t?

MK: They keep thinking that I will be called back and I keep

th ink ing that a lso.
PP: What about your friends?

MK: My friends, some of them are envious,

PP: You mean the ones that are working are envious?

MK: Well, sort of, not envious to the point of jealousy, but kind

of " lucky dog being laid-off". They al l have famil ies and

stuff and I don't . For me i t 's kind of ideal al l I got is a

car payment.

PP: You can manage your car payment?

MK: Sure, I can manage everything.

PP: Your lucky, it isn't as much as your folks own the apartment.

/?■
PP: Right, now but i f th ings got a l i t t le d i fficul t when your

MK: ^1 pay rent.

benefits were cut off you'd be able to live

MK: I 'd find something to do. I 'd find a job r ight away.

PP: How do you really feel about being laid-off?

MK: In some ways I like it. You don't have to get up 6 o'clock

in the morning. In the wintertime you get kind of wacky

being closed up all the time, especially this past one it
was so terr ible. But now that i t 's nicer, I 'm coaching
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baseball, the Pony Leaguers and I get out a little more.
I don't have alot of money to go out and do a/lot of things

I probably normally wouid do.

PP: I t a f fec ts your soc ia l l i f e , doesn ' t i t ?

MK: Somewhat, a great deal . But i t 's okay. I real ize a l l that .

I t 's a learning experience.

PP: What do you mean by that?

MK: I've been pretty frivolous with my money at various times.

I might tend to, when I go back to work be a little more cautious,

Do you find yourself budgeting now?

Yes, I do. I just don't do alot of things I use to do.
What kind of things?

I don't go to as many movies, but I see movies anyway, I like

to watch movies alot because I have the cable and I like to

watch all the sports and I don't go to as many games as.I

use to. I don't go on as many dates as I use to.

PP: Do you have a regular girlfriend?

MK: No, no, no, not a regular one.

PP: What do you fehajak- of a man taking early retirement because of

being laid-off and being fed up with being laid-off and retir ing

(\QJ quite early? Say he's got, say he started in the plant when he
^ was 20 and his 30 years were up when he was 50 but he keeps

get t ing la id-o ff even wi th a l l tha t sen ior i ty? Even i f he isn ' t
laid-off and decides to take early retirement, how do you feel

about that?

MK: If you got your 30 years you should go. But then it's not for

me to say, everyone's situation is different, that guy who

started when he was 20 and he's 50 now, he might have two kids
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in college, or something and he's got to chew up all that over

t ime and work al l that. So, everybody's di fferent. Al lot of

them are living out in the suburbs with $600 payments a month,

they don't have any business retiring, so, I don't blame them
fo r t ha t .

PP: So, you don't own a boat or a cottage or anything like that?

MK: No, I don ' t . I t ' s jus t me.

PP: Do you feel that affirmative action had anything to do with

job lay-offs or is i t s t r ic t ly based on senior i ty?
MK: When i t comes to lay-off , i t 's s t r ic t ly on senior i ty.

PP: Have you played an active role at all in the union?

MK: I vote al l the t ime. I never ran for anything.

PP: Never had any particular interest in working in the j^ocal?

MK: No, not really. I don't know if I'd be any good because I

would probably be for the radiaal side, I think. I was l ike

that in high school.

PP: In what way?

MK: Taking no crap from nobody. I don't know if I'd be able to deal

with everybody. I don't know i f I 'm that type of person. I

like to blow off steam and yell and scream ajlot.

PP: What does it mean actually when a person in an automobile plant

uses the word deal, isn't their a particular meaning for that

word?

MK: Depends on how it is used, I don't know what you mean.'

PP: I just heard thet^ was a special meaning for the word. Maybe

somebody told me it was doing favors for one person in return
for doing favors for you. Have you ever heard that?
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MK: I never hcafd that at all.

PP: Have you taken any of the education classes at the union local?

MK: Not through the local, just the classes I was required to take

fo r m i l lw r i gh t i ng .

PP: What kind of classes were they?

MK: Just th ings that per ta ined to mi l lwr ight theory. I d idn ' t get

alot of classes because you have a certain amount of time. I went

and than I didn't go. I was a l i t t le more relaxed with E.I.T. 's

I believe. I put it off as long as I could, then I was going

then I go t la id -o f f .

PP: Tell me if you did have a family and/phildren how would you

feel about their education, would you want them to go on to

college or would you not want them to?
I'd let them do what they xazant to do.

How do you feel about them going into the plant, for example?

I don't know. I'd like to they would be more sharp and do

▶something else, but if that's what they wanted to do that would
be fine with me.

PP: If you'd known a few years ago what you know now about economic

conditions in 1982, would you try a different kind of work?
MK: I don't know. If I was 19 years old I probably would've went into

the service.

PP: Why is that?

MK: The way things are around here now, that's probably what I would've

done. At the time I was 19 years old though it was in the middle

of Vietnam War and not too many people were anxious to go over there,

I might have done that too..

PP: Were you in the service at all?
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M K : N o , I w a s n ' t . I h a d a b a d f o o t i n j u r y.

PP: You mentioned though that before about Toyota*"s, do you have

any o ther fee l ings about fo re ign cars , and fo re ign cars be ing

made elsewhere and being shipped over here, do you think i t

has hu r t t he Amer i cans&- -&> "^^ t ^J^ « -wV •

MK: I 'm sure i t has because they are obv ious ly compet i t i ve w i th

t h e i r c a r s . I h a d a g i r l f r i e n d t h a t h a d a To y o t a a n d i t w a s

a w e l l b u i l t c a r , I d r o v e i t . I t w a s a g o o d c a r, I ' m n o t

say ing that . My f r iend down the s t reet^zh^e had a F iat , the

workmanship on that car was exce l lent , espec ia l ly on the F ia t .

I ' m n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h o s e c a r s . I t w a s g o o d , a

n i c e c a r t o l o o k a t . A l l t h e c a r s a r e n i c e t o l o o k a t o v e r

here .

PP: How do you think someone would react .to someone driving a

f o r e i g n c a r i n t o t h e u n i o n l o c a l p a r k i n g l o t ?

MK: \ l wou ldn ' t , I useAto have tha t a t t i tude, "What are you do ing

d r i v i n g t h a t f o r e i g n c a r, b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k a n y o n e i n t h e

\ r f
&—',local should be dr iv ing anything over than what they make.

I k n o w t h a t r e s t r i c t s t h e m b u t t h e l j r i n a d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n

than just the regular worker, than the guy who says I 'm fed up

with Chevrolet and I 'm fed up wi th Oldsmobi le, and I 'm going to

buy L inco ln .

PP: Your ' s i s a what?

MK: Chevro le t Capr ice C lass ic , 1979 . I 'm go ing to have to keep

i t f o r a w h i l e .

PP: Te l l me wou ld you fee l d i f fe ren t i f fo re ign cars were assembled

in the U.S. , does that make a d i fference?
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MK: No, I don't think so.

PP: How do you think you would feel if you were permanently laid-off?

MK: I could deal with that. I would just go on to something else.

PP: But your not sure what?

MK: I'm not sure what. They make it pretty hard for you not to

want to leave, you get a pretty good wage, especially when

they were working 6-7 days a week. Republic^Sre around now,
so.

PP: If you knew you were going to be permanently laid-off would

this make a difference in let's say looking for getting some

ret ra in ing ?
MK: I would immediately go back to school. I'd get some kind of

job even if it was rough.
PP: Where would you go to school, would you go back to Wayne?

N^ MK: Probably, that 's where I would go back to. . I l ike the c i ty
around here.

PP: Do you think people should be trained for more than one kind

of job? Have you thought about that? If you were a high

school graduate today, 18, and you were going out in the work

force and you had some training in something, do you think it

would be better to have some training in- i.a couple of different

types of work, considering the fact that a person ip&y get laid-off?
MK: I don't know. It would depend on the kid. I t 's just l ike when

you are in college when your 18 or 19, I mean I changed six
different times and the samejthing with your child, you have to

find a job that you like. You can be trained in high school for



Karpinski, 24

like I was. I took printing then I went to college and took

pr int ing. I t just d idn ' t work out . I t would depend on the

ind iv idual , I imagine.
PP: How do you feel about these quality of work life circles

they have now in the plant?
MK: They're probably very faa-r*.

PP: Have you participate in any?

MK: I just started to part icipate. They had them in isolated

places around /fefce different plants. It seems like now all
of a sudden you come to porkers and say give us a hand. Now

they l isten to us, before it was just the plantation type,

you do this, you do that, I don't care, I'm the boss, you just
do it. Now, all of a sudden they realize maybe the worker's

do have something to say, which is good. It's probably good.

PP: Do you think they have a long-range use?

MK: MB, cause I heard it wasn't worth it. I have a couple of

fr iends who said they l iked i t , I was indifferent towards i t

a t fi rs t . I f you have to , you have to . I t ' s j us t l i ke any

thing else in the shop.
PP: Were they voluntary?

MK: No, they kind of made you go to them. You could go there and

just sit there, or you could go there and contribute. It seemed
like it was unnecessary, why should you even have to have it,

it's alright though, you have to start somewhere, so why not

there.

PP: How would you rate the importance of a man's job to a man's

feeling by himself ,Jfc3£> you think it's very important that a
man have a steady job, above and beyond the fact that he needs it*
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Of course, he has to have money to eat . Do you th ink i t sort

o f con t r i bu tes t o t he se l f image o f t he wo r thwh i l e i nd i v i dua l?

Ye s , i t s h o u l d . F o r m e y e s i t d o e s . I s i t h e r e b e i n g l a i d - o f f

so I say it 's about t ime you got back to work and do something,

but I could just as easy marry into money and sit home al l the

t ime and tha t wou ldn ' t bo ther me e i ther ^^L^£ j fe~J -

Some people say that in the (polish family that the man works

hard and br ings home the paycheck. Did your parents , espec ia l ly

you r f a t he r, have t ha t so r t o f pa t t e rn?

Ye s , d e fi n i t e l y. E v e n t o d a y i f I ' m o u t d r i n k i n g t h e n i g h t

be fo re he ' s ca l l i ng meyge t i n to wo rk . Tha t ' s one o f t he t h i ngs

he loves, never be late no matter what you did the night before

you had bet ter be there at work and some of i t rubbed off . I

go to work and do my job, and I would always try to do the best
?

I cou ld . Bu t my f a the r i s s t i l l do i ng i t . You have t o be / f t o wo rk .

Now that you ' re la id-off , you sa id i f you marr ied money you

wouldn' t mind si t t ing home, in other words, somehow or another

you don ' t qu i te have, some of i t rubbed off on you, apparent ly,

i t d i d n ' t c o m p l e t e l y r u b o f f o n y o u . i s f ^ o u c o u l d a d j u s t t o

a n o t h e r l i f e s t y l e . , „ J * / - / „

Oh, sure. I cou ld ad just to most anyth ing. „ I 'm ready to go

back to work, tomorrow.

PP: What about some of your f r iends and an adjustment to lay-off?

You must have severa l f r iends who are la id-o ff , don ' t you?

MK: Immed ia te f r i ends , j us t a few. A coup le o f t hem wou ld l i ke to

get back to work, because a couple of them want to get married

PP: Oh, they aren' t marr ied now?

MK: Mos t o f my f r i ends a re , j us t t he few tha t a ren ' t .

\
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^

PP: Now, you seem to keep busy with listening to music, reading

and coaching.

MK: I'm on the school board in Hamtramck, also.

PP: You're on the school board, are you?

MK: Yes.

PP: What do you do on the school board, just go to meetings?

MK: Go to meetings and board kind of stuff.

PP: What do they do, the ones that are unmarried, do they just

keep busy with di fferent act iv i t ies?

They keep busy the same way that I do.
Are they polish?

Yes, they are.
From Gear & Axle?

Couple of them are, yes. Some of them are from other industries
around here.

Would you like to say anything, yourself, about how you feel

as an auto worker in the 1980's about the future. How do you

feel, for example, that robotics a,£«usome of the new technology^

-tfeat are going to affect the auto industry, affect your job,

possibly in the future?

MK

PP

MK

PP

MK

PP

MK: I don't think they would be able to do it without any people at

all. I see where they^put in whole jobs that they did the robot

turn, They've added as much as they can,£t>u s^till need people
to run them. For me, if I was as a millwright, it would be

different, it would almost be like more work, but just as a

regular production worker. You're always going to have the
workers I don't think it's going to be all robots some day.
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MK: They'll try and do as much as they can. I imagine if they

put the robots in than they can do a better job than the

person can sometimes. I'm sure in some instances it is and
in some instances i t isn't . But then you sti l l have to

have the people inspecting. How would it affect me? If I

went back to the shop it would be skilled trades in mind

and if not I would leave then. I wouldn't stay on production

all the time. It would be just wasting my talent and energy

just to be on that.
PP: How do you consider yourself as a member of skilled trades

thf t i?

MK: I'd l ike to if they had me back. I always had this thinking

of skil led trades in mind.

PP: But your classified as what?

MK: A production worker right now.

PP: What about the role of union with all these lay-offs right

^ now, there's not that much they can do, but on the other hand
' how do you feel about the concessions that^had to have been made.

MK: Even though I'm laid-off, I voted against them and I dislike

them a great deal. I guess you'd say I'm bitter. Everybody

says I'm crazy cause it's affecting my j<bb and we have to take
them. I don't think we have to take anything. We earned all
that we had in that last contract. I would've conceeded the

fact that just s ign the o ld contract the '79 contract . I

would've done that much. That's as far as I was willing to go.

But all these concessions they made out, I'm bitter towards them.

And I don't know if I went back to work how it would affect me.
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PP

MK:

PP:

MK:

But they would take you back to work based on your seniority.

I mean my at t i tude when I go back in there. I t might be

d i f f e r e n t . W e ' v e f o u g h t f o r t h o s e .

On the other hand, the concessions, supposedly cost more jobs.

I ' m s t i l l o f f a n d I w a s o n e o f t h e l a s t o n e s l a i d - o f f . I

th ink they jus t ca l led back 80 peop le . A ne ighbor down the

street ;got cal led back, about my age. And he went back, he

was la id -o f f f rom February. And I have ano ther f r iend , he was

la id -o f f i n January and he hasn ' t go t ten any word ye t e i ther,

dso, I haven ' t been in the shop. / I was jus t so aga inst the

concessions that I didn't^want to know what they were because

I j us t d idn ' t f ee l we shou ld conceed one th ing . To me i t

seems l ike their 's a precedence l ike anyt ime they want they can

come in and say, wel l , we've got to have this and you just

have to concede to i t . I t ' s someth ing about maybe the fac t

t h a t I ' m ' o l i s h . )


