
" A N i g h t w i t h H e y w o o d B r o u n " - . .

R e c o r d e d b y E d A l l e n - O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 3 2 / 2 6 M

In 1939 Heywood Broun was invited to be a guest at the Thursday night :-:e 1

meeting of the Neiman Fellows at Harvard University. These evenings, like 2

the Black Cat dinners at the San Francisco Press Club are off the record, 3

but Heywood has been dead long enough so that I feel that I am not violating h

the confidence of the Neiman Fellows to report what happened on the memorable 5

e v e n i n g . 6

Louis Lyons, a former member of the Guild on the Boston Globe, had been 7

named Curator of the Neiman Foundation. When he invited Brqun I briefed him 8

how not to invade Broun1 s privacy on the fact that he was taking instructions 9

to become a Catholic. Ed Leahy, who had been in the first year of the Neiman 10

Fellows "was one of the guests, and had been involved in the three-way corre- 11

spondence between Rev. Edward Dowing, S.J., in St. Louis - »a former delegate 12

to a Guild convention - and Leahy and myself. I told Louie that if he asked 13

a certain question and that if Broun responded affirmatively, it would be Hi

a l r i g h t t o a s k t h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n . 1 5

Broun apparently was anxious to tell us about his conversion which 16

occurred at a time when the Socialist Party in New York had denounced Broun 17

for playing ball with the Communists and when the Communists regarded him 18
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as nearly a Fellow of their own. The facts were then that the Monseigneur 19

Sheehan (later Bishop Fulton Sheehan) was giving Broun instructions partly 20

as a result of his conversations with the second wife, Connie, who was the widow 21

o f R a y D o o l e y . 2 2

We loaded the dinner with our guests from the faculty who we regarded as 23

Communists. One of the prominent ones was Granville Hicks, the historian 2u

who had been accused and, I guess had been a Communist, although he later 25

publicly denounced the Party. This was before 3d Leahy went on the wagon, and he 26

was just a trifle high. At one point in the proceedings he pointed an accusing 27

finger at President Conant of Harvard and said, "You're a bunch of APA bastards." 28

I m sure that no president of Harvard had ever been so accused by a member of 29

t h e f a c u l t y b e f o r e . 3 0

Granville Hicks who may have been an authority on certain aspects of 31

American history, betrayed his total ignorance of the theological and * 32

r e l i g i o u s o r i g i n s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n h i s r e m a r k s . 3 3

After the dinner Broun and I went to the Stag Club which is a late 3h

n i g h t d r i n k i n g s p o t . 3 5

The most memorable thing which occurred that night was Broun1s account 36

of his converstation with Arthur Brisbane who was the correspondent on the 37

/
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left s ide of the front page of the Hearst Newspapers. Brisbane invi ted 38

Broun as an o ld f r iend to d inner a t h is house. A f te r d inner he took 39

Broun into the living room and told him,"Mr. Hearst wants you to come to UO

work for King Features. He suggested that you hold up Ray Howard for hi

the biggest raise you can get because he is prepared to double whatever 1*2

Scripps-Howard pays you." Over the mantelpiece of the firplace was a h3

portrait of Arthur Brisbane1s father who was a well-known Socialist philoso- kh

pher in those days. Broun looked at Arthur and said, "What if I went to your US

old man and asked him if I should accept this offer from Hearst?" Brisbane I46

said, "That's not fair, I have an assignment to get you to sign a contract." hi

Broun said, "As an old friend and a guest in your house I insist on an J48

answer, what would your father say?" Brisbane shruggefil, looked at Broun, k9

lifted another drink and said "Hefd tell you to tell him to stick it up his 50

51

When the time came to say goodnight Haywood asked me to call him a cab. $2

I said, "I'm afraid you1 re out of luck, the taxi drivers are on strike in 53

Cambridge and the cabs are being driven by supervisors and scabs." Although Sh

he was in bad health, BrolCn walked to the subway kiosk at Harvard Square. SS

Dur ing the t r i p he pu l l ed ou t h i s famous f3ask fo r one more d r ink . 56

ass 1



the deal."

- f c -

I said, "Has Connie hiven you back the flask?" He said, "That was part of 57

58

No one who didn't know Broun personally would understand what went on his 59

mind but, more especially, in his heart. Connie told him about the trouble 60

that were plaguing the chorus girls on brosdway due to the depression 61

w h i c h w a s s t i l l a n e l e m e n t i n 1 9 3 9 i n t h e t h e a t r e b u s i n e s s . 6 2

Broun helped to organize a broadway musical, "Shoot the Works" in which 63

there was a double chorus line to give as many jobs as possible and in 61*

which the principles took only the Actors Equity minimum. One of the 6$

principles was Broun himself who performed six nights and two matinees a 66

week and never missed a performance and never was late for a rehersal or 67

for a performance. What this must have done to Broun's insides can only 68

be imagined. He came off the stage sweating and in real agony. He did a 69

little dance and carried a sign advertising his candidacy for Alderman o n 7 0

the Socialist Party ticket.

The show was a success for many weeks but finally the time came when it

should have been closed. Instead the tickets were sent to Joe LeBlang^for

sale as half-price tickets and Broun put in enough of his own money to keep 7h

t h e s h o w g o i n g a n a d d i t i o n a l t w o w e e k s . 7 5

71

72

73



79

80

81

His sacrifice of money,however, was slight compared to the enormous problem 76

of getting to all those performances and rehersals on time and sweating 77

t h r o u g h a t w o - h o u r p e r f o r m a n c e . j q

A boo-boo by Heywood Broun was the real reason why greater Boston local

is Local #32 instead of Local #6 or #. The Boston Guild could not afford

a Hall and so we had our meetings in the Boston School Committee rooms.

Broun accompanied by Jonathon Sddy tried his best to explain to us the 82

difference between a professional guild and a trade union. He supposed 83

that the newspaper men in Boston were conservative. What he didnft know 81*

and what Professor Daniel Leib (who wrote the admirable book, TH3 UNION 85 i

OF INDIVIDUALS) did not know was that the Newswriter's Local #1 - a 86

Federally chartered local of the AFL - was veiy^uch alive and that there 87 I
J

were 17 paid up cards in the room when Broun and Sddy spoke. 88 !

After the meeting the Newswriters held a caucus and decided that we

would hold on to our charter a little longer until the Guild learned that

it had to be a trade union.

Mr. Leib in his book refers several ti*es to the efforts of the Boston

Newswriters to obtain a contract in 1919. Since there was no record of

89

90

91

92

93

what really happened, Mr. Leib can be forgiven for not being aware 9^
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that the Boston Newswr i te rs he ld what may have been the fi rs t successfu l 9$

s t r i k e b y n e w s w r i t e r s i n h i s t o r y . i n 1 9 1 9 • J f e d i d n ' t c a l l i t a s t r i k e 9 ^

they ca l l ed i t a con t i nuous mee t i ng and i t was he ld i n Fenne l l Ha l l un t i l 97

Wi l l iam 0. Taylor, publ isher o f the Boston Globe and who was supposed to 98

be on a vac f t i on t r i p , fina l l y w as b rough t ou t and ag reed t o nego t i a t e a 99

set t lement. Since most of the copyreaders and reporters at that t ime were 100

rece iv ing in the v i .c in i ty o f $28 - $30 a week, and s ince the set t lement 101

resulted in & minimum wage for copyreaders and reporters of $i |2 a week, 102

many of the people received a raise of $ l t | . Unfortunately the Wewswri ters 103

had no professional assistance in their bargaining. They sold out newsmen 10U

wi th less than th ree year fs exper ience , they so ld ou t the pho tographers , 105

a n d t h e y s o l d o u t o f fi c e b o y s , c l e r k s , a n d l i b r a r i a n s w i t h t h e r e s u l t 1 0 6

tha t when t t came t ime to nego t ia te anq^ ther se t t l ement , they no longer 107

had the clout necessary. Some of the cubs had become journeymen and hated 108

t h e N e w s w r i t e r s f o r t h a t r e a s o n . M r. L e i b i n h i s b o o k a l s o r e f e r r e d t o 1 0 9

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f n e w s m e n i n t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ty p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n 11 0

as hav ing d ied out qu ick ly. Actua l ly the Boston Newswr i ter fs Loca l #1 d id 111

not stop paying dues to Local #13 of the Typographical Union unti l the Ut- 112

hour s t r i ke i n Connec t i cu t . Th is was ca l l ed by p r in te rs work ing s i x days 113
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a week and who wanted to have a half day off - UU hours a week. The Hh

Typographical Union slapped an assessment of 10^ of wages on its members. }15

Someone started a campaign of no taxation without representation for newsmen. 116

Newsmen were not journalists and had no vote in the international elections 117

of the ITI, but onJ.y a vote for their own elected officers. That was the

time when th9 newsmen seceded from the ITU and subsequently obtained a H9

charter as a Federally chartered local of the AFL.

One of the difficulties which Professor Leib encountered in writing his 121

booH was obtaining access to the files of the locals. At the beginning 122

the officers of the locals carried their papers in their hat because they 123

had no offices. Boston was one such local. And some of the records of 12U

the Boston local and all of the records of the Newswriters were blown away 125

during one of the hurricanes that plagued New Sngland eveiy few years. I 126

had them stored in a shed when I was in Eurppe. Everything in the shed 127

w a s b l o w n - s w a y . 1 2 8

Actually Boston had some kind of union organization for many years. I 129

think that I was Vice President of the Boston Central Labor Union before 130

we got our charter, or certainly before our first contract. In any event 131

the Boston Guild marched proudly at the head of the Labor Day parade of 132
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of the Boston Central Labor Union with a 32 foot banner which proclaimed 133

us as the "baby" union of the AFL. We were placed at the head of the 13U

procession because many of us had to take pictures or report the parade and 135

we fell out at the parade terminus and did out job. Governor James Michael 136

Curley, hero of SHS LAST HURRAH, appeared on the reviewing stand with his 137

top hat. When he saw the newspaper men march by, he climbed down from 138

the stand, took off his hat, and made a deep bow. None of the papers saw 139

fit to run that picture. The only casualty of the parade was Stewart French 1^0

a reporter on the Christian Science Monitor. The Monitor fired him for lUl

k e e p i n g s u c h b a d c o m p a n y . I l i 2

When the Guild got its charter as Local #32, we telephone Secretary- lb3

Treasurer Randolph of the AFL for permission to surrender the Newswritsrfs lUl

charter to the Guild. Mr. Randolph was a member of the ITU and refused. Ili5

I surrendered it anyway with the result that since the death of Joe Walch li|6

in Wilkes-Barre, PA, I bel ieve I am the only surviving member of the Ihl

Federally chartered locals in Wilkes-Barre, Lynn, Waterbury, CT, Boston, 1U8

I think Scranton and some others. The so-called Federally chartered local lii9

Record
at the Boston/American covering the editorial department came into being 15°

as a new Federal local organized by Mike Flynn former reporter on the 151
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Boston Herald and for many years a labor lobbyist in Washington. Joe Walch 152

jo ined the Newswr i te rs i n 1925 and l i s ted me as hav ing jo ined in 1926 . 153

Actually I held a day-to-day card as a copyreader in the Ttbig 6" Typographical 15U

local in New York City in 1926 and 1927 due to the intercession of a member 155

of the executive board of the New York Typographical named Schubert. I was 156

c l a s s i fi e d a s a c o p y r e a d e r. A t t h a t t i m e I w a s M a n a g i n g E d i t o r o f t h e 1 5 7

Long Island News and Richmand Hill Record - two small newspapers in Queens 158

C o u n t y . 1 5 9

Professor Leib in writing his well-researched book had no way of knowing 160

from the fi les of the Gui ld that the Woensocket loca l had been organized 161

by what is known in Rhode Island as the ITU - the Independent Textile Union - 162

an industrial Union which organized nearly everybody in Wojhsocket and had 163

a l ready barga ined fo r the newswr i te rs on the Wcf tsocke t Ca l l be fo re the I6 I4

G u i l d c a m e a l o n g a n d a c c e p t e d t h e m i n t o m e m b e r s h i p . I 6 5

Mr. Le ib a lso re fe rs on severa l occas ions to the Jewish Wr i te i% C lub 166

which was very helpfu l to the Gui ld in the beginning. The Jewish Wri ter 's 167

C l u b o n t h e J e w i s h a n d J e w i s h D a y i n N e w Yo r k w a s a F e d e r a l l y 1 6 8

cha r t e red l oca l o f t he AFL and subsequen t l y du r i ng t he M i l t on Ko f fman 169

era accused the Gu i l d o f dua l un ion i sm when i t t r i ed to o rgan ize cubs , 170
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o f fi c e b o y s a n d o t h e r s a n d t o o k t h e m o u t o n s t r i k e . 1 7 1

I r e m e m b e r v e r y v i v i d l y a t o n e c o n v e n t i o n t h e N e w Yo r k L o c a l p r e s e n t e d 1 7 2

a resolut ion denouncing Frank Rosenbloom as Vice President of The Amalgamated 173

C l o t h i n g W o r k e r s a n d F i o r e l l a L a G u a r d i a a s u n i o n b u s t e r s b e c a u s e t h e y I 7 I 4

h a d f r i e n d s i n t h e J e w i s h W r i t e r ' s C l u b a n d s u p p o r t e d t h e m . I t o o k t h e 1 7 5

fl o o r t o c o m p l a i n t h a t i f w e d e n o u n c e d L a G u a r d i a a s a u n i o n b u s t e r a t o u r 1 7 6

c o n v e n t i o n i t w o u l d l o o k j p r e t t y b a d w h e n t h e t i m e c a m e t o s u p p o r t h i m f o r 1 7 7

r e - e l e c t i o n a g a i n s t B i l l 0 * D w y e r . I t h o u g h t I h a d m a d e a p o i n t , b u t w h e n 1 7 8

the vo tes were counted on ly Bos ton and Roches ter, New York (scene o f a g rea t 179

m a n y p l a n t s o r g a n i z e d i n A m a l g a m a t e d C l o t h i n g W o r k e r s ) v o t e d a g a i n s t 1 8 0

d e n o u n c i n g M r . R o s e n b l o o m a n d M r . L a G u a r d i a a s u n i o n b u s t e r s . 1 8 1

T h e l a t e B i l l D a v e y t o l d m e o n s e v e r a l o c c a t i o n s t h a t C l e v e l a n d b e c a m e 1 8 2

L o c a l # 1 b e c a u s e i t w a s n u r t u r e d i n t o b e i n g b y t h e s t e r e o t y p e r s a n d o u r 1 8 3

o b l i g a t i o n s i n t h o s e d a y s t o o t h e r u n i o n s a n d p r e c e e d i n g u n i o n s i s r a t h e r 1 8 1 *

m o r e t h a n I t h i n k M r . L e i b i n h i s b o o k r e a l i z e d . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e L y n n 1 8 5

N e w s w r i t e r s h a d s o m e t h i n g l i k e $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 i n t h e i r t r e a s u r y a t a t i m e w h e n 1 8 6

t h e N a t i o n a l w a s h a p p y t o h a v e $ 5 0 0 . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s i s t h a t C l e m e n t 1 8 7

K e n n e d y, t h e n t h e o w n e r o f t h e N e w O c e a n H o u s e i n S w a m p s c o t v & s t h e s o n 1 8 8

o f a C i t y E d i t o r o f t h e W a t e r b u r y R e p u b l i c a n a n d v e r y f o u n d o f h e l p i n g 1 8 9
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newspapermen. And he have the Lynn Newswr i te rs the New OceanjHouse for the i r 190

a n n u a l t i m e . W h e n t h e y j o i n e d t h e G u i l d t h e m o n e y w a s d e p o s i t e d i n a t r u s t 1 9 1

t o p r o v i d e a d e a t h o r r e t i r e m e n t b e n e fi t f o r t h e p e o p l e v h o o w n e d i t . A n d 1 9 2

I b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t m o n e y h a s n o w a l l b e e n e x p e n d e d . 1 9 3

T o b y L y o n s , l a t e r I n t e r n a t i o n a l V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l I 9 J 4

Ty p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n w a s e x t r e m e l y h e l p f u l a n d w e n t w i t h m e t o S a l e m w h i l e 1 9 5

I t r i e d t o o r g a n i z e t h e n e w s m e n o n t h e S a l e m H e w s , h e t r i e d t o o r g a n i z e I 9 6

t h e p r i n t e r s . S a l e m w a s a n o - n o " t o w n o n u n i o n s h a v i n g o n l y a f e w u n i o n 1 9 7

b a r b e r s a n d a f e w m o t i o n p i c t u r e o p e r a t o r s , b u t M r . L y o n s w a s s u c c e s s f u l 1 9 8

a n d t h e p e o p l e o n t h e S a l e m N e w s g o t w h a t t h e y w a n t e d . T h e y o n l y t r o u b l e 1 9 9

w i t h t h e S a l e m l o c a l w a s t h a t I o v e r s o l d t h e m o n t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 2 0 0

s t r i k e w e a p o n a s t h e u l t i m a t e t o o l o f t r a d e u n i o n s a n d t h e y s e e m e d t o 2 0 1

f e e l t h a t i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o s t r i k e i n o r d e r t o p r o v e t h e y h a d a u n i o n . 2 0 2

W a r r e n R o c k w e l l , w h o l a t e r b e c a m e M a n a g i n g E d i t o r a n d N e g o t i a t o r f o r t h e 2 0 3

c o m p a n y , b u t w h o a t t h a t t i m e w a s P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S a l e m G u i l d , w a s t h e 2 0 U

S a l e m C o r r e s p o n d e n t o f t h e B o s t o n H e r a l d . F r a n k R e y n o l d s , t h e s e c r e t a r y 2 0 5

w a s t h e S a l e m c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f t h e G l o b e . A f t e r o u r fi r s t c o n t r a c t w a s 2 0 6

s i g n e d t h e y c a l l e d m e a n d s a i d t h a t t h e c o m p a n y h a d e m p l o y e d a s o r t o f 2 0 7

u n i o n - b u s t e r i n t h e a c c o u n t i n g d e p a r t m e n t a n d ' h e t e l l s u s w e h a v e t o g i v e 2 0 8



-12-

up our correspondents, now may we go on str ike?" I said, "No, you can' t 209

h a v e a s t r i k e u n t i l y o u h a v e e x h a u s t e d y o u r e f f o r t s t o a r b i t r a t e u n d e r 2 1 0

t h e c o n t r a c t a n d t o g r i e v e u n d e r t h e c o n t r a c t . W h y d o n ' t y o u s e n d a 2 11

commit tee over to the off ice o f the t rustee, «r. Jackson, and remind h im 212

that th is was a l l negot ia ted ; tha t you cou ldn ' t be cor respondents fo r the 213

Bever ly Times or the Lynn I tem, but that you could be correpondents for 21 i |

the Boston newspapers." I heard no more for about a week. Than I cal led 215

and asked wha t happened abou t the g r ievance . They sa id »6h tha t was 216

s e t t l e d , w e f o l l o w e d y o u r a d v i c e a n d s e n t a c o m m i t t e e . " I s a i d , " W h o 2 1 7

was on the committee?" They said, "What do you mean?" I said, "Who was 218

o n t h e c o m m i t t e e t h a t w e n t t o s e e M r. J a c k s o n ? " - T h e y ' s a i d , " We a l l 2 1 9

w e r e . " I s a i d , " T h e e n t i r e s t a f f ? " H e s a i d , " Te s . " I s a i d , " W h a t t i m e 2 2 0

o f day was tha t? " He sa id , "Around ten o ' c lock in the morn ing . " I sa id , 221

"And the Salem News is an evening newspaper?" He said, 'Tes, we stayed 222

t h e r e u n t i l h e s e t t l e d . " I s a i d , " To u d i d n ' t g o o u t o n s t r i k e , y o u 2 2 3

just a l l knocked off work and went over and saw the t rustee?" He sa id , 221*

" T h a t ' s t i g h t . " I t w a s t h a t k i n d o f s p i r i t . W h e n I b a r g a i n e d w i t h t h e 2 2 5

Salem Evening News I had to have caucuses every so often to tell the boys 226

t o p u t a w a y t h e i r p i c k e t s i g n s a n d s t o p m a s s i n g u p t o s t r i k e . 2 2 7
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I t w a s t h a t k i n d o f s p i r i t t h a t p r o v i d e d u s w i t h t h e fi r s t 3 5 - h o u r w e e k 2 2 8

i n N e w E n g l a n d o n t h e S a l e m E v e n i n g N e w s . 2 2 9

Corrections from Mr. Allen

In referring to Arthur Brisbane1 s column text should read., "left side of

t h e f r o n t p a g e " ( p a g e 3 , t h i s t r a n s , l i n e 3 8 )

Relating to vour membership in ITU delete the word rump . (Page 6, line 110)

This was, of course, a geniune merabersip. We started

somewhere around 1892 at about the same time that the

first local of the ITU Mailerfs was formed in Boston. ^ •;... 6)

The strike called by the Jewish Writer1 s Club was on Jewish Day. (pfige %

start ing with l ine 166)
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Recorded by fid Allen - December, 1973

Professor Daniel Leab, in his book A UNION OF INDIVIDUALS quotes an 1

unidentified Boston reporter as saying, "If the publishers had said boo 2

during the initial stages, every newspaper man in Boston would have quit." 3

Letfs see how much merit there was to that accusation of timidity in Boston. h

Bdmond Nob le , ac t i ve i n t he o rgan i za t i on o f t he Newspape r Gu i l d , had 5

been Moscow co r responden t o f t he Times o f London ; he was chased ou t o f 6

R u s s i a b y t h e C h e k a - t h e C z a r f s s e c r e t p o l i c e - a n d b e c a m e t h e L o n d o n 7

c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f t h e N e w l o r k T i m e s . H e w a s a r t c r i t i c o f t h e B o s t o n 8

T r a n s c r i p t u n t i l i t g o t i n t r o u b l e a n d w e n t t o t h e B o s t o n H e r a l d a s a r t 9

c r i t i c . M i r . N o b l e w a s o v e r 9 0 y e a r s o f a g e w h e n h e a t t e n d e d t h e fi r s t 1 0

meet ing and sa id in h is sma l l squeaky vo ice , "Fe l lows I have been wa i t ing 11

a l l my l i fe fo r th is Newspaper Gu i ld to happen and I hope you w i l l no t be 12

s o s t u p i d a s t o l e t i t p a s s . " 1 3

J o h n M c H u g h , a s e n i o r c o p y r e a d e r o n t h e B o s t o n H e r a l d l i i

Hearst, Sr.
"Would you l ike to hear what Wil l iam Randolph said to me when he came to 15

Boston?" He said, "John, how can we get the other newspaper men in Boston 16

in the Newswriterfs Union so that I can start to pay Hearst wages in Boston? 17

The pay on these other papers is making it .impossible for me to pay the kind 18
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o f s a l a r i e s I w o u l d l i k e t o p a y . " ^

20G e o f f r e y P a r s o n s , J r. , l a t e r e d i t o r o f t h e P a r i s
/edition of the Herald Tribune,was taken to a Gridiron Club

dinner in Washington by some of the supervisors on the Boston Globe and 21

returned and returned quite shaken up. He said, "There are newspaper men 22

in Boston who .have no future if they remain active in the Guild." We askdd 23

Parson s whether he intended to resign as secretary and he said, "No, I111 2li

fi n i s h m y t e r m b u t I d o n f t w a n t t o r u n f o r r e - e l e c t i o n . " 2 5

John Barry of the Boston Globe, who later became Vice President of 26

the Shoremont National Bank in Boston, was extremely active in bargaining 27

and in grievance sessions particularly at the Boston Herald Traveller where 28

his pet peeve was Robert Bernard Chbatewho later became publisher. 29

Louis M. Lyons of the Boston Globe ^nit later became Curator of the 30

Neiman Foundation of Harvard University and is still reading the news at 31

n i g h t o n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l c h a n n e l . 2 2

David M. Frederick, the first president elected to affiliate with the 33

newspaper GMld, went on to become Wee President of Columbia Broadcasting 3h

S y s t e m t e l e v i s i o n n e w s . 3 5

Wesley Fuller who was in the first group of Neiman Fellows at Harvard 36

University in 1938 and 39 becames t^e voice of the Bell Telephone Laboratories. 37
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I am sure that none of these individuals was afraid of losing his job at 38

a n y t i m e . 3 9

I remember very distinctly when a prominent Boston attorney who stuttered 1*0

called Leonard Ware, an editorial writer on the Boston Herald, and said, "Beanie 1*1

(Mr. Choate1s nickname) Choate is down here at the Harvard Club squashed and he 1|2

says he is going to use this Newspaper Guild contract as a way of getting rid h3

of a bunch of troublemakers." We called an emergency meeting of the negotiating ULt

committee which had just reached a tentative agreement with the Herald and h5

asked each other "Do you feel afraid of being discharged as a troublemaker?" 1*6

No one seemed afraid. We said, "Well I guess we have to reopen the contract hi

negotiations for the purpose of getting a better severance pay clause." We I|8

notified Mr. Choate that we had hit a snag in getting approval of the contract Ii9

and wanted a meeting. We told him that we had made a mistake on the severance 50

pay clause which at that time provided six weeks severance. He asked why. 51

We said, "Well there's a rumor all around the shop that you were down at the 52

Harvard Club last night and said you were going to use this severance pay clause 53

to get rid of a bunch of troublemakers. We had a meeting and decided that we 5h

weren't the ones affected. The people who were affected were the frightened 55

people on the fringes and although we know that you never said any such thing, 56
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and we believe implicitly that the story is propaganda nevertheless it has 57

become so widespread in the shop that we want to change the severance pay 58

clause." After a long argument Mr. Choate agreed to put in twelve week's 59

severance pay instead of six.

The first Guild grievance in New England involved Henry Srlich whose 61

father owned Huvvey's Department Store and who was working without salary. 62

The publisher of the Boston Herald was Robert Preston. We approached 63

Mr. Preston with our grievance and he said, "Well what do you want me to 6ii

do, fire him or give him $10 a week." We said that neither proposal was 65

satisfactory and by the time the meeting ended we had gotten Mr. Erlich 66

$25 a week. Mr. Erlich went on to become articles editor and managing 67

e d i t o r o f L o o k m a g a z i n e . ° °

After several unsuccessful attempts to get Mr. Preston to bargain 69

in good faith we finally came to a meeting loaded for bear. Mr. Preston 70

opened with his usual happy family speech indicating if we would trust him 71

he saw no reason why we needed a unions We then said, "Mr. Preston the 72

last time we were in here you said you would be darned if you would be the 73

first publisher in New England to sign a contract with the Newspaper Guild. 73

The sole and only purpose of this meeting is to find out if you have changed lh
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your mind." There was a long silence, at the end of which Mr. Preston said, 75

"Tes I think I have changed my mind." We did not achieve a contract with 76

Mr. Preston at that time, but we did achieve a bulletin board notice initialed 77

by both parties. Our first contract was negotiated with Mr. Choate, Mr. 78

P r e s t o n ' s s u c c e s s o r . 7 9

This report would not be complete if I did not metion Charles Leveroni, 80

for many years treasurer of the Boston Guild, and delegate to a great many 81

n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n s . 8 2

When Ralph Harper, a president of the local, blew his top while trying 83

to cover a murder investigation in Providence, Rhode Island, he was taken &h

by the Rhode Island State Police to .a mental institution. The Quild grieved 85

and Mr. Choate agreed to transfer him to the McLean Sanitorium, a private 86

institution. When Mr. Harper was released he asked for a convalescent trip 87

to Florida. Mr. Choate,after a great deal of hemming and hawing, agreed. 88

Unfortunately for us and for Mr. Harper thereafter, the company was unable to 89

get into communication with him. All letters and telegrams and telephone calls 90

were ignored with the result that Mr. Harper was separated from the payroll. 91

For nearly a year Charlie Leveroni, sometimes assisted by me, took up the 92

collection to take care of a benefit for Mr. Harder - since the Guild didn't 93
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h a v e e n o u g h m o n e y i n i t s t r e a s u r y t o d o a n y t h i n g . 9 U

The most amusing event that happened with Mr. Harder was that he was one 95

of the copyreaders layed off when the Philadelphia Evening News was in trouble. 96

We had to find a job for him again and put him on the copy desk of the Lynn 97

I t e m i n Ly n n , M A , w h e r e h e p r o c e e d e d t o w r i t e l e t t e r s t o t h e p u b l i s h e r 9 8

crit icizing the decisions of the managing editor. And he was again separated. 99

There was,very near ly a s t r ike on the Lynn I tem over th is d ischarge. My 100

recol lect ion is that Mr. Harper went back to work for a while. In anyeirent 101

he was unemployed when the Mailers went on strike in Boston and he promptly, 102

although a member of the Lynn Guild, applied for a benefit since the Guild was 103

honoring the Mailer's picket l ine. I complained to John Court, then adminis- 10ii

trative officer of the Lynn Guild, that Mr. Harper was not a member of the 105

Boston Local and therefore not entitled to a benefit. But somehow the Boston 106

G u i l d s u c e e d e d i n p r o v i d i n g h i m t h e e q u i v a l e n t o f a b e n e fi t . 1 0 7

One of the early dropouts from the Guild was Joseph Daneen a columnist 108

for the Boston Globe who wrote such best sellers as WARD SIGHT, a book about 109

a ward healer named Martin Lemaani, THE KENBEDT'S OF MASSACHUSETTS, and 110

TWELVE BRIDGE. TO CROSS, a novel based on the famous Brinks robbery. I l l

Mr. Daneen saw a chance to sel l an art ic le to the Saturday Evening Post 112
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ent i t led "Goodbye Boys, I 'm Through." He cr i t ic ized the Gui ld and suggested 113

that it was Communist dominated. The men on the Boston Globe refused to talk lll^

to h im, so I as pres ident of the Boston Gui ld went to the Globe office and 115

i n v i t e d h i m t o l u n c h . I s a i d t h a t u n d e r t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e G u i l d - 11 6

a paragraph which I helped write at the first Cleveland convention - he could 117

not be discipl ined for anything which he wrote for publication. I said, however 118

that I could not protect him from the fact that he had not paid his dues. He 119

agreed to give me a check for his dues if I would defend him and at the hearing 120

(I bel ieve i t was the whole local) . I pointed out that much as I d is l iked the 121

art icle he had a r ight to wri te the art ic le and he was reinstated. Mr. Daneen 122

later paid me for my help by later going with me to Providence, Rhode Island 123

to he lp o rgan i ze t he ed i t o r i a l depa r tmen ts o f t he P rov idence newspape rs . 12 i *

He made a speech in which he said, "Fellows don't make the mistake which I 125

m a d e i n 1 9 3 9 , G e t i n t o t h e G u i l d a n d g e t i n w i t h b o t h f e e t . " 1 2 6

Few people are aware of the immense sacrifices made by John Court during 127

his period as administrative officer of the Guild. I think it is now time

that they be told. Mr. Court had 10 children. let for months on end he worked 129

a U-day week in order to conserve the general fund assets of the Boston local. 130

He could hardly have supported his family if he had worked a 5-day week on the 131

128
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kind of pay that the Boston Guild was able to provide. Nevertheless whenever 132

the Boston Guild got into financial difficulty Court put himself on a U-day 133

week. During the short time that I was administrative officer I did the same 13U

thing but without sacrifice, since there was always work for me to do in other 135

c i t i e s t h e fi f t h o r e v e n t h e s i x t h d a y . 1 3 6

If I am sure of anything, I am sure that those early leaders in Boston 137

benefitted greatly from their Guild activity. This was true of other cities. 138

Norman Corwin who was a very successful radio writer before television and 139

who has since had a television show was the first chairman of the New England liiO

District Council. I take that back, I'm not sure whether he or I was the lUl

first chairman. Norman Corwin at that time worked on one of the papers in lli2

Springfield, MA and I am sure that he benefitted greatly from his Guild 1^3

e x p e r i e n c e . I h h

In Salem all of the top brass in management are former Guild activiits. 11*5

Warren Rockwell, for many years managing editor and negotiator for the company, 1U6

was the first president of the Salem Guild. The publisher, treasurer, and 1^7

advertising manager are all former Guild members. Jim Shea, the present li|8

editor,and sometime negotiator for the company, was for many years a delegate lii9

to the New fegland District Council and former president of the Salem local. 150
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In Providence, Rhode Island Wilbur Doctor, who complained in one meeting 151

that he had had four $8 raises in six months and who was indignant at the 152

attempt - as he saw it - to bribe him is now on the faculty of the University 153

of Rhode Island or it may be, on leave of absence as a member of the faculty. 15I4

Wya® .Parks in Providence want on to become one of the top photographers 155

for National Geographic and his seascapes and sea scenes are one of the most 156

b e a u t i f u l p a r t s o f t h a t m a g a z i n e . 1 5 7

Redwood Wr ight - I th ink he was the firs t p res ident o f the Prov idence 158

G u i l d - o n e o f t h e e a r l y p r e s i d e n t s - j o i n e d t h e O c e a n o g r a p h i c I n s t i t u t e 1 5 9

a t Woodsho le^MA as pub l i c re la t ions o ffice r, became so in te res ted tha t he 160

w e n t b a c k t o t h e u n i v e r s i t y f o r a d e g r e e i n p u r e s c i e n c e , a n d i s s t i l l a t 1 6 1

W o o d s h o l e . 1 6 2

Wi l l i am McNamara , ano the r ea r l y p res iden t , wen t i n to po l i t i c s and i s , 163

l a s t t i m e I h e a r d f r o m h i m , c h a i r m a n o f a c o m m i s s i o n . l £ U

Joseph Ungaro, managing editor in Providence, was chairman of the Guild 165

Dra f t i ng Commi t tee tha t d ra f ted the fi rs t Gu i ld p roposa l on the Prov idence 166

J o u r n a l a n d B u l l e t i n . 1 6 7

I n Ly n n , M A , t h e s a l e o f t h e Ly n n Te l e g r a m N e w s t o t h e Ly n n I t e m 1 6 8

was delayed near ly a year whi le the publ isher t r ied to solve the problem of 169
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a h a l f - m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n s e v e r a n c e p a y. To b y Ly o n s , V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f 1 7 0

the In te rna t iona l Typograph ica l Un ion had nego t ia ted the same severance 171

p a y c l a u s e f o r t h e Ty p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n a s t h e G u i l d e n j o y e d i n i t s 1 7 2

jurisdiction. The company was unable to ftariLa way to avoid paying severance 173

pay to the union printers and Guildsmen and Fred Bohler, a good many times 17U

pres ident o f the Lynn Gui ld swiped the Sunday mai l ing l i s t o f the Sunday 175

Telegram News and started a new paper called the Lynn Sunday Post financed 176

en t i r e l y by seve rance pay o f p r i n t e r s and Gu i l dsmen . Th i s pape r i s s t i l l 177

i n e x i s t e n c e a l t h o u g h I d o n ' t b e l i e v e i t i s a n y g r e a t s h a k e s a s a p r o fi t 1 7 8

maker.

In Waterbury, CT, Gene Mart in, who was president of the Gui ld at the 180

t ime i t was decer t ified in 1957, had become c i ty ed i tor o f The Republ ican 181

when I was approaehed by a group of new employees who wanted to revive the 182

Gui ld . The Waterbury loca l m igh t be surpr ised to know tha t as soon as I 183

received the request I telephoned Gene Martin to ask whether the old timers 181*

would a lso l ike to see the Gui ld come back. Gene put me in touch wi th a 185

reporter named Greg Chi l lson who agreed that the men did want the Gui ld. 186

I wen t t o Wate rbu ry on a ra iny n igh t , go t enough ca rds fi l l ed ou t i n t he 187

c i t y r o o m t o fi l e f o r a n e l e c t i o n , i n f o r m e d M r. C h i l l s o n t h a t i f t h e y l d i d 1 8 8

179
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as well on the American the next forenoon I would file for an election. 189

They telephoned me to tell me how many cards they had, we did file and did 190

win the election. Gane Martin is now editor-in-chief of both papers. Greg 191

Chillson has the title of ^anaging Editor and is in charge of all the bureaus 192

a n d c o r r e s p o n d e n t s . 1 9 3

Like many Guilds, the Waterbury Guild made the mistake of organizing only 19h

the editorial department, and its weakness in bargaining is the result. 195

Many of the early Guilds that died a«borning or soon after they were born 196

suffered from the same trouble - Meridan, CT, Nashua, NH, where we had one 197

o f o u r fi r s t s t r i k e s i n N e w E n g l a n d . 1 9 8

The Guild although set up to be an industrial union, did not take full 199

advantage of its opportunity at the beginning. There was a certain snobbishness 200

among some of the editorial wfiters as is well described by Professor Leib in 201

his book. The Boston Guild, however, had no such qualms. We already had 3U 202

maintenance department employees in our editorial unit before the Guild constitution 203

was modified to extend our jurisdiction over other departments. The Boston 20U

Guild's anxiety to form an industrial union was evidenced at the first Cleveland 205

convention because we didn't want to be in the position of having to drop our 206

3U maintenance department members. We nearly had a strike one year when the 207
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publ isher wrote us a letter to the effect that SameBlacker, one of the janitor 208

guards, eould not have a ra ise because due to the annual increase he was 209

probably the feighest paid janitor in the United States. It came during a period 210

when the Gui ld was in the doldrums. A mass meet ing of the uni t was cal led 211

and voted overwhemingly to strike the paper rather than settle a contract with- 212

o u t a r a i s e f o r S a m . 2 1 3

I well remember when a sociologist from Simmons College came to investi- 211*

gate what was happening at the Boston Heral Traveller. He asked me about the 215

Guild. I said, "Why don't you ask the man who is pol ishing the brass on the 216

e leva to r. " Sam B lacker tu rned a round and sa id , " I t ' s a m i rac le . Be fo re the 217

Guild I had one day off every two weeks. I worked 81* hours one week and 72 218

hours the next for $23 a week. Now Ihave the Gui ld minimum and a six-day, 219

1 * 0 - h o u r w e e k . " 2 2 0

At the beginning of the NRA we worked six short days total ing 1*0 hours 221

a week but overtime was frowned upon and those who had to work it were apt £22

n o t p t o p u t i n a c l a i m f o r t h e i r o v e r t i m e . 2 2 3

Professor Leib in his book refers on several occasions to the NRA proposal 22l*

as a five-day, l*0-hour week. I t was a U0-hour week, but the publ isher could 225

stretch i t out to s ix short days. Professor Leib also was unaware that I was 226
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p r o x y f o r C l o d e B a k e r, a t t h a t t i m e V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Ty p o g r a p h i c a l 2 2 7

U n i o n o n t h e N e w s p a p e r I n d u s t r i a l B o a r d o f t h e N R A . 2 2 8



3/16/74
"The Pro-Guild Caucus"

Recorded by 3d Allen <tfc 3

I have neve r to ld anyone un t i l now, no t even members o f t he Bos ton 1

Gu i ld , why I was so . ac t i ve in the "p ro -Gu i ld " caucus . Dur ing the Ch icago 2

Amer ican s t r ike I te lephone Vic tor Fasche who, a t that t ime, was secretary- 5

treasurer of the Gui ld, to find out what assets would be avai lable to Boston 4

i f w e u s e d o u r s t r i k e v o t e a g a i n s t t h e B o s t o n H e r a l d T r a v e l e r . P a s c h e 5

r e p l i e d , " Yo u w i l l h a v e t o fi n a n c e t h e s t r i k e y o u r s e l f f o r a f e w w e e k s 6

b e c a u s e a l l o f o u r m o n e y i s t i e d u p w i t h t h e C h i c a g o s t r i k e " I f e l t a t 7

leas t le t flown, bu t nex t flay I persua^efl the negot ia t ing commi t tee to v is i t 8

the publ isher and to get the best set t lement ava i lab le - backed by a s t r ike 9

vote of 218 - 22. At any rate it was overwhelming. We succeeded in getting 10 '

s o m e i m p r o v e m e n t s I d m a n a g e m e n t ' s c o u n t e r o f f e r a n d s e t t l e d . 1 1

Sam Eubanks was chairman of the pro-Guild caucus at the 1941 convention 12,

If memory is correct I served on the Constitution Committee. In any event our 13

purpose was to obtain a referendum election of officers instead of having the 14

officers elected "by the convention. Sam Eubankb was rather quick to lose his 15

temper and called me to task before the caucus for playing ball with what he 16

called the enemy. I had a clear choice of explaining to the caucus what I was 17

doing in the constitution committee thereby informing the administration of my 18
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purpose, or of pretending to be stupid. I chose the lat ter course and 19

a p o l o g i z e d t o E u b a n k s f o r d o i n g s o m e t h i n g o f w h i c h I w a s p r o u d . 2 0

The New Tork local was represented on the constitution committee by 21

Nat Sinhorn who was conceited enough to think that the administration could 22

win a national vote by the membership. I had traded some contract language 23

desired by the New Tork local for New Torkfs crucial 3U votes for national 2li

feferendum election of officers. Without New Tork!s vote the referendum 25

election might have been delayed another year. J The highlight of the campaign 26

fawhich followed was a meeting in Manhattan Center arranged by the New Tork 27

-to
local. New Yorkers challenged the pro-Guild caucus ticket fer^what they 28

called a debate. Wilbur Bade and I divided expenses of nearly $&)0 to make 29

sure that asaxiy every single candidate on the pro-Guild ticket was there. 30

The one who made the biggest sacrifice was Jim Farmer who came from Seattle. 31

At a caucus before the meeting started I pointed out that the adminis- 32

tration had no intention of debate. I said, "Let's go in there and attack, 33

attack, attack. Do not try to make a debate out of it. Just Attack them." 3h

Joe Walsh from Wilkes-barre, P4;and Bade from Twin Cities backed my position. 35

2 u b a n k s fi n a l l y r e l e n t e d a n d a s s i g n e d m e t o g o fi r s t . 3 6

Donal M. Sullivan, President of the Newspaper Guild and administration 21

candidate for reelection, was employed on the Boston Globe. I read to the 3?
meeting
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a note from Henry Harris, Chairman of the Globe unit, in which he said, 39

"Dear Sd: Because he is my friend and because we have worked together for hO

so many years I have to support Don Sullivan for reelection, but will you ill

please go down to New Tork and explain to that meeting that due to the 1|2

stupidi ty of Mi l ton lauffman and the New Tork local we have lost two l i3

N a t i o n a l L a b o r R e l a t i o n s - B o a r d e l e c t i o n s o n t h e B o s t o n G l o b e " . I 4 I 1

The/Globe/ios/t one^eT&ction ^19 y>tes. . I can count on my two hands Ii5

/ / / / I S I / \ y -
e n o u g h G l o ^ e m e m b e r s w h o v o W f ( s t r i k e p r o c e e d i n g ) ^ 6

I told the meeting we had lost one election by 19 votes and I could hi

count on my two hands enough votes to have overturned the result from Globe I48

members disgusted because the New Tork local had telegraphed the strikers U9

at the North American Aviation Company urging them to stay on strike after 50

their union, The United Automobile Workers, had ordered them to return to 51

work and after President Roosevelt had pleaded with them to return to work. 52

The meeting was -isa4&d- jairifeghpacked with the denix&e£rff of Union Square, 53

many of whom were not newspapermen at all, and many of whom read only the 5h

Daily Worker. They started to boo me, but I had the microphone, fed that 55

gave me the chance to say, "Look, I have been so many years following the 56

Of
corkscrew curves >aj3a the Communist Party line that I am no longer impressed, 57
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and if I have to have even one Communist vote to get elected to the IBB, 58

do me a favor and elect somebody else. A good many Guild members are not 60

present at this meeting tonight because they are back in their city rooms 61

getting out tomorrow monning!s edition of the New Tork Times, The Daily News, 62

and Xhe Herald Tribune. I am not speaking for those people here who are 63

not Guild members and who have no vote, but only addressing myself to those 6I4

people who will carry back word to the newspapers of New Tork City what is 65

g o i n g o n - h e r e . ' . . 6 6

After the meeting Eubanks scolded me and said, "You're killing us Ed." 67

I said, "I don!t think so. I think enough serious newspaper men will carry 68

back the word so that we wil l win even in New York City." I felt sure 69

theie(was a silent majority of newspapermen in New York who would get the 70
i

message and vote for us. The proof of the pudding is in the eat ing. 71

Wil l iam Rodgers, Gui ld candidate for secretary-treasurer, and I carr ied 72

V £7;% Guild
New York Ci ty. Rodgers was unopposed.As the on ly opposed 'candidate who 73

carr ied New York I rece ived more votes than Mi l ton Kaufiman our nat iona l 7 I4

e x e c u t i v e v i c e p r e s i d e n t . 7 5

Sam Eubanks may have been the leader of the pro-Gui ld caucus, but 76

Wi lbur Bade T-as the s t ra teg is t . At the firs t meet ing c f the new I SB af ter 77
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the election Bade assigned me to make several motions to fire international 78

representatives. Bade asked me to make the motion to fire Fred Myers, 79

Editor of the Guild Reporter. I rebelled'. I Myers had been a taxi driver 80

in Kansas City who became the protege of one of his passengers, a newspaper 81

editor. The newspaper editor later became a Hearst executive and brought 82

Fred to Boston when he was transferred to the Boston Record American. 83

Fred promptly joined the Guild and became so active that he was picked as 8I4

the first executive secretary of the Boston Guild. I Somebody else made the 85-

motion to fire Fred. Milton Eaufpnan came to the meeting accompanied by 86

counsel^and demanded proof that the people we wer9 firing were Gomrmmists. 87

Eubanks and others got into an aogument with Kaufjman. I intervened to 88

protest. I said, "We werenft elected to prove anything. We were elected 89

to fi re them. " I u rged tha t we be generous to a fau l t i n t he ma t te r 90

of moving expenses, severance pay, vacation time, etc., but that we proceed 91

\ what might have happenec^/to fire them. I have since wondered many timesjTif thereTfiaci"~been ^federation 92

o f G u i l d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t h e n . 9 3

A year later^when I was on active duty with the War Department I was 9ii

assigned to recruit six newspapermen with the grade of Captain in the United 95

States Army. I telephoned Sam Eubanks at Guild headquarters to inform him of 96
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the open ings. Wi th in a week I had rece ived requests f rom a ha l f dozen o f 97

Mi l ton Kauff man's fo l lowers. One even bragged that he had a d ishonorable 98

d i s c h a r g e f r o m t h e C o a s t A r t i l l e r y , I d o n ' t q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d w h y h e 9 9

rega rded t ha t as a recommenda t i on . Sam Eubanks i nves t i ga ted t he l eak 100 "

and d iscovered tha t i t came f rom a te lephone opera to r he inher i ted f rom 101
I

a a g & j ^ e c k ^ — P - m — 1 0 3

i i o * r - - ^ i - ~ a l l J 3 u ; i 3 ^ ^ 1 0 l i

c e f f l n r r e E i s T ^ T ^ c o r n m i t t e e - a t - t h e D e t r o i - 4 — • - 1 0 5

" c o T I v e n t ^ _ . _ — ™ ~ — ^ . , , ^ ^ ~ ^ ^ ^ _ . . ~ ^ , . . _ 1 0 6

Gui ld convent ions today are pret ty tame affa i rs compared wi th some 107

o f t h e b l o o d y m e e t i n g s i n t h e e a r l y d a y s . 1 0 8

C h a r l e s W h i p p l e w h o i s n o w e d i t o r o f t h e e d i t o r i a l p a g e o f t h e 1 0 9

Boston Globe was secretary of the Boston locsOTwhen he wrote a let ter to HO

the Gui ld Reporter accusing me of taking a dive on the str ike at the Lynn 111

Item. The Lynn Gui ld demanded space in the Gui ld Reporter for a reply in 112

my defense. They knew better than Charl ie that I had to be there ear ly in 113

the morning, before he or any Globe pickets arr ived, because i t was a forty l lh

mile detour to Lynn on my way to classes at Harvard University where I was H5



-7-

a Neiman Fellow.
& n&

"n

116

At the Detroit convention auyaar earlierTRg^lton Kauf/man demanded 117

what amounted to a "rump" trial on charges of 6ommunism. He said that ng

people were whispering in the corridors that he was a Communist and he re- 119

n-anded that they produce their evidence. As chairman of the constitution 120

committee I raised a point of order. I said that the new consti tut ion^ 121

as amended, set up trial procedures. -And An order to help Wilbur Bade 122

have time to round . up delegates^ ran a sort of filibuster. I began to 123

read the new constitution almost from the preamble so that Bade could run 12I4

P3 01n&
around the hotel_pe«*§4«g-^p delegates. Although the trial was never held 125

t h e m e e t i n g l a s t e d n e a r l y a l l n i g h t - ^ " 1 2 6

Note*—-f-f-tho. 19hl coftv-efrt£on i&a.s heTIri in flpitroit, this tape is 127

n o w ^ * ~ 4 i h i ^ ^ i = r a r i — I f ~ n $ t i t n e e d s r e v t ^ i o n r " ~ " " * 1 2 8

The pro-Gui ld caucus rea l ly had i ts beg inn ings a t the Toronto 129

convention in 1938. That was the time when proportional representation 130

was being advocated as a way to correct municipal abuses and the mayor 131

o f N e w Y o r k w a s e l e c t e d b y p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 1 3 2

The New York local succeeded in changing the Guild constitution so 133

that the five members at large would be elected one-by-one in separate 13ii
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e l e c t i o n s . H e y w o o d B r o u n s a w a p a r l i a m e n t a r y p r o b l e m d e v e l o p i n g a n d a s k e d 1 3 J 4

m e t o t a k e t h e c h a i r * 1 3 5

O n e o f t h e i s s u e s w a s t h e e l e c t i o n o f H a r r y M a r t i n o f M e m p h i s w h o 1 3 6

l a t e r b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e G u i l d . M a r t i n w a s n o m i n a t e d b y t h e S o u t h e r n 1 3 7

d i s t r i c t c a u c u s . T h e N e w Yo r k l o c a l a n d i t s a l l i e s n o m i n a t e d Q u e n t i n G o r e 1 3 8

o f C h a t t a n o o g a , b r o t h e r o f f o r m e r S e n a t o r H a r l e y G o r e , a s t h e S o u t h e r n 1 3 9

c a n d i d a t e . T h e C h i c a g o l o c a l v o t e d f o r M a r t i n , t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e S o u t h e r n I I 4 O

d i s t r i c t c a u c u s n o m i n a t i o n p u t h i m i n t h e b a g . A f t e r t h e v o t e s w e r e I I 4 I

c o u n t e d a n d C h i c a g c ^ t H r s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e i r v o t e c o u l d c h a n g e t h e r e s u l t , 11 * 2

t h e y t r i e d t o c h a n g e i t . ) I r u l e d t h a t s i n c e t h e v o t e s h a d b e e n c o u n t e d l l i 3

a n d s i n c e t h e i r o p p o r t u n i t y t o c h a n g e t h e i r v o t e h a d p a s s e d , M a r t i n w a 3 H 4 I 4

e l e c t e d . A b i g h a s s l e d e v e l o p e d , w h e r e u p o n I r u l e d a r b i t r a r i l y t h a t 1 1 4 5

M a r t i n h a d b e e n e l e c t e d a n d t h a t t h e fi r s t m o t i o n I w o u l d r e c o g n i z e l i | 6

w o u l d b e a m o t i o n t o o v e r r u l e t h e c h a i r . T h e l e f t - w i n g e r s f e l l f o r m y 1 1 * 7

b a i t a n d m o v e d t o o v e r r u l e t h e c h a i r . W h w e s p o n I T r u l e d t h a t t h e m o t i o n I I 1 8

w a s n o t d e b a t a b l e a n d I s p e n t fi f t e n o r t w e n t y m i n u t e s t r y i n g t o e x p l a i n I l i 9

t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g . M y t h o r o u g h l y " o b j e c t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n 1 5 0

a t t r a c t e d e n o u g h v o t e s s o t h a t M a r t i n w o n a n y w a y, w i t h o u t t h e C h i c a g o v o t e . 1 5 1

I n f a i r n e s s t o t h e l e f t - w i n g e r s I t h i n k i t s h o u l d b e p o i n t e d o u t 1 5 2
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that they were extremely important to the early development of the Guild. 153

They were the ones who walked the picket lines and^id^the drudgery and l5h

m a d e t h e s a c r i fi c e s n e c e s s a r y t o w i n t h e s t r i k e s . 1 5 5

The pro-Guild caucus included several people who had formerly been 156

C o m m u n i s t s o r f e l l o w ' T r a v e l l e r s . \ 1 5 7

One was Arthur Riordan of Philadelphia who later became a member _ 158

of the staff of the AFL-CIO News. Quite a few on both sides were not 159

I gCommunists but rather Norman Thomas Socialists. Neither Broun|ior Jonathan 160
/

Eddy ever was a Communist or even a fellow traveller. Many of us who 161

opposed the France Regime in Spain, thereby earning the host i l i ty of 162

our more conservat ive brothers, were Cathol ics ^t^didn' t l ike dictators. 163

fThe Daily News unit of the New York Guild became so angryv%y/ the inter- l6Ii

ference by the Daily Worker unit that i t brought charges against the " 165

Daily Worker unit of being a company-dominated union. ! There was""-!^free-lance 166

unit and book and magazine unit that fell by the wayside because of their 167

pol i t ica l inc l inat ions.

~-s^ -*r y } Sullivan whose father was a democratic Congressman

from South Boston^never was a Communist although he played ball with them

and was their candidate.
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Wha t annoyed the p ro -Gu i l d caucus was t he way i n wh i ch t he l e f t - 172

w i n g e r s d i l i g e n t l y f o l l o w e d t h e p a r t y l i n e w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o i t s e f f e c t 1 7 3

o n t h e G u i l d o r o n G u i l d P r o s p e c t s . 1 7 ^

O n e o f t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g l e f t - w i n g e r s i n t h e B o s t o n G u i l d w a s 1 7 5

R icha rd 0 . Boye r, a cous in o f Ca rd ina l O 'Conne l l and the bes t w r i t e r on 176

the Boston Herald. Boyer had a habi t o f get t ing soused and then going to 177

the New Eng land Communis t Par ty headquar te rs to app ly fo r membersh ip . 178

Thej r a lways threw h im out , aad Tr ie would ce!M=a«d cry on my shou lder 179

/ / U
because he wasn't good enough to become a Communist. He later wrote a letter 180

t o t h e H e r a l d T r i b u n e i d e n t i f y i n g h i m s e l f a s a m e m b e r o f t h e C e n t r a l 1 8 1

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e / o r H ^ c " L 0 * v . 7 * \ - ! ■ • . P " g ' 1 8 2

4 f e . B o y e r m a r r i e d t h e n i e c e o f a f o r m e r S e c r e t a r y o f t h e N a v y, 1 8 3

Char les Franc is Adams, Boston banker. Somehow or another he got in an 18b

argument with Mr. Adams when he was a guest at Adams1 house and continued 185

the d i scuss ion t he f o l l ow ing n igh t a t a d i nne r o f t he Un i t ed Fund whe re 186

M r. A d a m s w a s p r e s i d i n g . H e g o t u p f r o m t h e p r e s s t a b l e a n d s h o u t e d , 1 8 7

" M r. C h a r l e s F r a n c i s A d a m s - Yo u p i n k - f a c e d s . o . b . " T h e n v n o t i c i n g t h a t 1 8 8

there were other people at the banquet Jie turned around and said, "And you - 189

y o u p i n k - f a c e d s . o . b ' s . a l l . I h a t e y o u a l l . Yo u r o b t h e p o o r 3 6 5 d a y s 1 9 0
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a y e a r a n d t h e n c o m e h e r e a n d t r y t o b u y t h e m o f f f o r e l e v e n b u c k s . " 1 9 1

. _ I was at home, but Mrs. Boyer asked me to come to the hotel and try 192

to clean up what was happening. When I arrived someone had succeeded in 193

p u l l i n g o f f B o y e r ' s s h o e s , b u t h e h a d f a s t e n e d h i m s e l f i n a t e l e p h o n e 1 9 ^

b o o t h a n d w o u l d n ' t c o m e o u t . I fi n a l l y t a l k e d h i m o u t a n d t o o k h i m 1 9 5

shoeless through the snow and slush to a restaurant for some black coffee. 196

He asked me what he should do. I aaid, " I can't tel l you what Dick Boyer 197

would do, but I can te l l you what Ed Al len would do. I would res ign f rom 198

t h e p a p e r . " B o y e r w e n t t o t h e N e w Yo r k e r a n d l a t e i ^ o h a s h o r t - l i v e d 1 9 9

m a g a z i n e c a l l e d F r i d a y . 2 0 0

The Guild may .well be proud of one policy on which the old adminis- 201

t ra t ion and the pro-Gu i ld new admin is t ra t ion were in comple te agreement . 202

F r o m i t s e a r l i e s t d a y s t h e G u i l d f o u g h t r a c i a l J ^ g k e g r a g a t i o n . N e w s m e n 2 0 3

o n s e v e r a l S o u t h e r n p a p e r s t r i e d t o f o r m l i l y - w h i t e l o c a l s . T h e y w e r e ? o b

ordered to re fuse d isc r im ina to ry cond i t ions and wages fo r b lack members 205

and £fesy were ordered to admit all employees into their locals on an equal 206

b a s i s . T h i s , o f c o u r s e , m e a n t t h a t s e v e r a l l o c a l s d i e d b e f o r e t h e y h a d 2 0 7

r e c e i v e d a c h a r t e r . 2 0 8

D u r i n g m y t o u r o f d u t y a t t h e p e n t a g o n I h a d s e v e r a l i n t e r s t i n g 2 0 9
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experiences at meetings of the Washington Guild. I. F. Stone

and Len DeCaux^offered a r^solutionw6ne night denouncing the United States

Army for requiring the ^segregation of Negro #lood. I asked to see their

Atr*^
evidence that the Units<l^State3 required such segregation believing that

the American Red Cross ."ftasfcgh was to blame. Len DeCaux leaped to

his feet and said, "I accept Colonel Allen's amendment." MLav Craig, the

Washington correspondent of the Portland Press Herald —the lady with the

famous hats -^objected to my voting on the resolution. She said, "They're

a bunch of Communists." I said, "May, my mother would turn in her grave

if I took a dive on racial segregation." The resolution^ as amended,

denounced the Army as well as the Red Cross if in fact the Army was equally

to blame.

One night when our member in"the White House came to a meeting,

Gordon Cole, Editor of The Machinist, took a seat on one side of Eleanor

Roosevelt and I on the other to create a sort of buffer against the

importuni t ies of the lef t -wingers.

Columbia Pictures gave the Washington local a print of the Raymond

Massey film, "The Invaders" to be shown at the National ress Club for

the benefit of the strike fund. Mrs. Roosevelt and I were on the
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commi t t ee . A f t e r one mee t i ng a Gu i l d member i n un i f o rm f r om F t . Mye rs 229

said he had missed the last bus and was AWOL. I persuaded Mrs. Roosevelt 230

to wr i te a l i t t le note for h im informing "To Whom i t May Concern" that she 231

had de ta ined h im in conversa t ion and was respons ib le fo r h i s be ing la te . 232

I t o l d h i m , " D o n ' t l e t t h e g u a r d t a k e t h a t n o t e a w a y f r o m y o u , f e s ^ a a s e 2 3 3

23b

t a r d i n e s s b y t h e w i f e o f t h e " B c a s i * < i e f ^ - ^ ^ 2 3 5

The group in the Guild most vocal in their attacks on the Communists 236

and fel low "£ravel;Lers were the Norman Thomas Social ists; perhaps because 237

they knew the Commun is ts more in t ima te ly. A f te r a l l t he Commun is ts had 236

b e e n t h e l e f t w i n g o f t h e S o c i a l i s t P a r t y p r i o r t o t h e s p l i t a n d t h e 2 3 9

f o r m a t i o n o f t h e T h i r d I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 2 b 0

I c a n r e m e m b e r w h e n W i l l i a m L a u r e n c e , h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d s c i e n c e 2 b l

edi tor of the New York Times wore an Ear l Browder but ton to work in the 2b2

office. Laurence who had been cha i rman o f the New York Times un i t la ter 2b3

2bbtried to form a new union of editorial employees on the pimes. I think

a t o n e t i m e t h e y h a d a s m a r y a 3 1 3 m e m b e r s . 2 b 5

Peop le a re ap t t o f o rge t t ha t i n t hose days t he Red A rmy and t he 2b6

U n i t e d S t a t e s A r m y w e r e a t t a c k i n g H i t l e r f r o m t w o s i d e s . " * £ t e r ! a l l t h i s 2 b 7
9
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may help to explain why persons holding such lofty jobs as Senior Editor 2b8

of Time Magazine had a brief dalliance with the left wing during the war. 2b9

People forget that the test case establishing the constitut ionali ty 250

of the Wagner Labor Relations Act was a Guild case and that the case 251

involved the firing of Morris Watson, an Associated Press reporter, who 252

was suspected of being a Communist; or that the lawyer who won his spurs 253

by winning that case was naa^^itmrSSsn David A. Morse, later Birector General 25b

o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a b o r O r g a n i z a t i o n i n G e n e v a , S w i t z e r l a n d . 2 5 5

People forget that Harry Reade was Executive City Editor of the 256

Chicago City American when the Guild struck that paper. Reade voted against 257

the strike and no one expected to see the boss show up at strike headquarters 258

the next morning. Re j£&g%&&dra galvanizea/T>ucket, some mops and brooms and 259

detergents and said, "One of the things which always, disgusted me about 26O

U n i t y o f fi c e s -\ / s t r i k e h e a d q u a F 4 e ? s w a s t h e i r fi l t h i n e s s . T h e G u i l d s t r i k e h e a d q u a r t e r s 2 6 1

/is going to b3 clean, aftd^-anyone who drops a cigarette on the floor is going 262

to hea r f rom me . " Reade l a te r wen t t o Wash ing ton as speech wr i t e r f o r 263

Jim Carey, Secretary-Treasurer of the CIO and remained in the labor movement 26b

u n t i l h e r e t i r e d . 2 6 5

?■/''■; fifcr.te*
O n e o f t h e m o s t d i f fi c u l t p i e c e s o f p o l i t i c a l j u g g l i n g I e v e r n e d 2 6 6
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- &occu r red a t t he Bos ton Even ing Transc r i p t . The Transc r i p t t fin 77B 267

bankruptcy proceedings/imported William H&Jaeff> a Hearst editor on the 268

West Coast ift-Galifewa&SL,to be the new business manager. Moses Smith, 269

a violin teacher, was music critic of the Boston Transcript and chairman 270

of the Guild unit. Hi/nes saw an opportunity to weaken the Guild by 271

demoting Smith to hetel reporter and importing Redfern Mason, a Guild 272

martyr in California, to succeed him. The word went around that Mason 273

was a left-winger because he had run for public office in California on 27b

a Labor Party ticket.. The unit v^Hia±iy--vc4,ed not to talk to Mason. 275

I persuaded the unit that Mason was not to blame for Hones' chicanery. 276

s f t d W e n t u a l l y w e f o u n d a j o b o n E t u d e f o r M o s e s S m i t h . 2 7 7
)

Boston newspapers employ a group of people called Can^daf points. 27c-

I don't know where th£--»prd originated, but they are boss newsboys 279

stationed at strategic doorways and corners in the suburbs. In Boston 280

the Canida points were members of the Newspaper Wagon Drivers Union 281

with the exception of the Boston Evening Transcript, whose Canada points 282

were not organized. Somehow or fjfcother the New England Communist Party 283

h e a d q u a r t e r s g o t h o l d o f s o m e G u i l d a p p l i c a t i o n c a r d s a n d o r g a n i z e d 2 8 b

t h e T r a n s c i p t s C a n a d a p o i n t s . 2 8 ^
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T h e b u s i n e s s a g e n t o f t h e N e w s p a p e r Wa g o n D r i v e r s , n o w c a l l e d t h e 2 8 6

D i s t r i b u t o r s , h a d b e e n v e r y h e l p f u l t o t h e G u i l d a n d h a d s a t o n o u r 2 8 7

n e g o t i a t i n g c o m m i t t e e . W e i n f o r m e d t h e N e w E n g l a n d C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 2 8 8

w e w e r e g r a t e f u l f o r t h e i r i n t e r e s t ^ b u t c o u l d n o t a c c e p t t h e C a n i d a 2 8 9

p o i n t s w h o b e l o n g e d t o a n o t h e r j u r i s d i c t i o n . V i c t o r P a s c h e , o u r 2 9 0

n a t i o n a l s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e ^ c a m e t o B o s t o n a n d o r d e r e d u s t o t a k e t h e 2 9 1

Tr a n s c r i p t C a n i ^ S ^ ^ t r r t s . H e a r g u e d t h a t m e n h o l d i n g s i m i l a r j o b s w e r e 2 9 2

members o f t he Gu i l d i n Sea t t l e ,Wash ing ton . We rep l i ed tha t Dave Beck , 293

a t t h a t t i m e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l B r o t h e r h o o d o f Te a m s t e r s , 2 9 b

a n d H e l p e r s t >
C h a u f f e u r s , S t a b l e m e n / o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , h a d s u r r e n d e r e d t h e m t o t h e 2 9 5

S e a t t l e G u i l d . I i n v i t e d h i m t o a s k M r. B e c k t o d o l i k e w i s e i n B o s t o n . 2 9 6

Pasche cal led a caucus in the Mayflower 'donut :~sU8p*to see what could be 297

done~about gett ing r id of Ed Al len. He didn' t seem to get much encourage- 298

m e n t . H i s a c t i o n d i d r e c r u i t m o r e s u p p o r t e r s f o r t h e p r o - G u i l d c a u c u s . 3 0 0

W h e n t h e G u i l d w e n t o n s t r i k e a t t h e Ly n n D a i l y I t e m , t h e l a r g e s t 3 0 1

un ion i n Lynn i - ^ t t . was the Un i ted E lec t r i ca l Worke rs a t Genera l E lec t r i c . 302

U n i t e d E l e c t r i c a l Wo r k e r s w a s a c c u s e d o f b e i n g l e f t w i n g . L e f t w i n g o r 3 0 3

n o t , t h e y g a v e t w o r e f r i g e r a t o r s t o t h e G u i l d t o b e r a f fl e d o f f a n d t h e y 3 0 b

marched in a parade a£ several thousand strong to support the Gui ld str ike. 305
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The cha i rman o f the Bos ton Hera ld Trave l le r un i t , Joseph Rosenau, 306

and I went to Lynn and organized^with the help of the Electr ical Workers ^ 307

t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s o m e 3 0 a & # ) t h o u s a n d c o p i e s o f a s t r i k e n e w s p a p e r. 3 0 8

Ed Myers (described above) and his wife bore the main brunt of the Boston 309
the brz<?r f3^/

Guild participation however, recruiting pickets and d4

a r t /
J e a i o f 3 1 0

t h e n e g o t i a t i n g . 3 1 1

The Gui ld was more for tunate than many other$ unions in that per iod 312

because we had seasoned labor reporters to advise usV X©n l ike Joe Loftus 313

and A. H. Raskin of the N0w T0rk Times. We were able even in our first 31I4

const i tut ions to avoid some of the mistakes which had been made by older 315

u n i o n s . T h e a t t e m p t b y l e f t - w i n g e r s t o e s t a b l i s h m i n o r i t y c o n t r o l o f 3 1 6

the union by requir ing 2/3 vote to rule was easi ly defeated in favor of - / L 317

m a j o r i t y r u l e w h i c h p r e v a i l s t o d a y . T h i s m a d e i t d i f fi c u l t f o r o u r 3 1 8

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f fi c e r s t o b e c o m e " b u s i n e s s a g e n t s " w i t h d i c t a t o r i a l 3 1 9

p o w e r s . " ^ " m a H e i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x e c u t i v e b o a r d t o 3 2 0

a p p o i n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s t o t a k e o v e r d i s s i d e n t l o c a l s . M o s t i m p o r t a n t o f 3 2 1

a l l w e w r o t e i n t o o u r c o n s t i t u t i o n a c l a u s e p r o t e c t i n g ^ f e s t b r o o k P e g l e r 3 2 2
;>

or anyone else w¥s£=t34^ed to criticize or denounce the Guild/ m <?ts l/l "'*•;, 323

Few if any charges of interfer/ ing with the freedom of the press have 32b

e v e r b e e n l e v e l e d a g a i n s t t h e G u i l d o r a n y o f i t s l o c a l s . 3 2 5


