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Interview with lirss Julia Kuuttila

journalist, 6830 N. Mijchigan Ave. Portland
at the home of Edna °mith selson 803
Park Dr. Greshém, Jregon September 7,
1972 from 8-10:$O pm by +om Copeland
\

fhen you go in terms of members of my family some of whom are
still living whether I like them ?r not there may be things that
I won't want to say on the tape. |If you turn it off I will

|

answer your guestions. ‘
\

Sure, well that's fine. I don't ﬁant you to feel pressured -

secause if you mayjhave heard my father came here from Kentucky
to pass for white.

i
|
I didn't xnow that. 1
l

Well he did. fde had gotten himself into a northern university
with a2 terrific effort. He was light skinned enough in a stage
which had very few oblacks to pass%for white. he later wrdke to
z school teacher that he had met %n a Unitarian Sundzay school
class in this college town. He did not know+that he had bléck
blood. Came to Cregon with miria&, that was my mother. Well

my mother's dead. I always told her that someday 1 was going to
write the story aocout my father and why he ledt aentucky tecause
when he went vack there after - the only job he could get was
picking worms off tobacco leaves éo he came to Otegon to pass
for white. But one by one ke brought all of his lighter skinned
relatives to Oregon and some of tﬁem are. still 1iving. It's
oeen many years since I ceased if|l ever did pass for white
oecause I'm sure I always knew this because it was no surprise
to me when he thought he was dying when I was about fourteen

and he called me in and told my brother and myself that we were
not white. It didn't make any impression on me at all tecause

I guess I alwags knew it from the%stories - He even brought his
rnother out though she was not nearly as light skinned as he.
It must have teen the stories she?told me when I was a little girl.

~nd anyway 1 was fer more sufpriséd when I was told I had some
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Welsh plood than I was when I-was|told that. out my brother who
was three years younger was q_uiteihorrifiedo He's still passing.
ne workss for that horrivle man Wefner Von Eraun in Hunssvilile.
He's an engineer with thirty—seve# scientists under him and he
pzsses for white in Huntsville, alabama. I have nothing to do
with him but I do have in Oregon,itwo cousins one of whom I'm
extremely fond of and I don't kno& whether she 1nows #this family
story or not. I %now that my oth?r cousin doesn't.
"hat was your father like? |
e was five feet eight inches tall and: thet!s not wery tall. He
had extremely broad shoulders. n¢ was &s stroang as a bull or a
mountain lion. 1L've seen him 1ift up one end of a car. He was
extremely Ifearless until ge got s‘rt of beaten down by life. 1
think he regretted that he left the South and 1 think that's why
he became so adsoroved in the 1l.VW.W.. You see he had a master's
degree in mathematics and he =iso had a degree in civil engin-
eering and when he came to bregonihe thought he was going to be
able to use these degrees but when they sent for his papers they
had writtea "wegro" across them. }So he had to start as a common
laborer on ‘the Southern Pacifie ogt he's the man that designed
and supervised the ouilding of th% first railroad bridges through
oisters. ‘

\
~nd he was a member of the I.%.¥.9

Yes. +«#nd then the man that was tﬂking the credit for all of his
work since he couldn't show his ngrees and papers aspparently

was ofreid that some of this was going to come out that my father

had done all this work iastead of lhim so he fired him. +hen my

father went to work out of s~ugene in o logging camp. s«ndidit was
in that loggiag camp that I was ogrn. .y padents had been mar-

ried for about three years and it was in that logging camp that
he ctegan to look arouand him at some of the other of the loggers.
Juring this period ne had bpuilt afhouse ¢y himself for my mother
and me and my orother when he camé along a few years later in

rLugene. .:nd my mother had become‘interested in the Socizlist
\
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Party in sSugene. TFhere were many Germans there,a lot of them
were "parlor ©ocialists", my father called them "parlor pinks".
So that there was a large construction workers local at the L.W.Ws
in Bugene and it was when they wére building the railroad from
Bugene to Coos Bay and it was this local was headquartered in
Bugene. So my father must have joined the I.W.W. in about 1908
1 should imagine. He was aqbriginal thinker. fe had been given
some kind*df 2 scholarship to aniEastern university where he
devised an original method of weighing the earth. L remember

he told me this when i1 was a little girl and he said it weighed
four quaddrillion tons. 1s;that right?

I don't know.

‘
Well anyway I rememoer that's whét he said. He also was a mel-
oncho%igngfifgsgiggé Lt's easy ﬁo understand why. snd some-
times, he couldn't drive himself to ask what he called "the master
class" for a job. ©So he used to |sit at home and as he was not
a lazy man he had to keep up the pretense that he was ill. He
would retreat into illness and hg would read. he also would sit
my brother and 1, had a little wdrkshop in our yard, and he'd
sit us on one end of his workbengh and he'd lecture about things,
the theory of light and-ﬁifferenﬂ parts of the family before the
Christian era and ancient history and economics. 1 got a very
good education before I was twelve. He was an extremely brillant
man and an unusual thinker. out then when I think about my father
I think about the way that he waﬂ. he committed sucide, that's
how he died. 1 think about him the way he was when I was in
my teens and LI think to myself that it was my mother who was
the strong woman because her peoﬂle had come to New England,
well according to a book she has they came in 1638. She was
brought up on her grandfather's QErm that had hundreds and
hundreds of acres and he had whitle serfs living in cabins in the
hilly part of the farm, boarded on the Ohio niver. ‘“hey had
their own steambost landing, their own school for his children
and such of his grandchildren that were living around there with

several more of his children. ndd they had a store in which

g
1
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they had things for the people that worked for them, they were
nothing but serfs my father told me once and you can see that's
true. Lhey could come there andlget bacon and calico and that
sort of thing and they could eat even when there was no farm
workx to do. My mother was brougﬁt up in that background. *“he
went to Maryville High School and in high school she had Latin,
Greek and four years of German. FCan you imegine that ih high
school? She had plazin and solid |geometry, trigonometry, calculus
botany you name it, she had it. lAind in a way she did her own
thinking too because her grandfaﬂher is 2 Republican. She became
a Democrat over the tariff which she tried to convince her grand-
father, screamed a2t her she told pe that the tariff was wrong.
I pvelieved they were Baptists anyWay she said their religion was
fundamentalist and she became a Unitarian and a believer in the
Single Tax. 4and she did all thesé things absolutely on her own.
She started to teach in a Jariett% school when she was eighteen.
Seems funny to teach right out of:high school but of course she
didn't have an ordinary high schoél education. And she went to
the first high school cdass in mafiettﬁ that ddmitted women.
She tazught in the first and seconq grades and after she taught
for =2 few years She was =2n 0ld maid when she merried my father.
She. 2é&ked to be transfered to 2 slum school.and in the slum.
school she learned that there was}a connection petween what you
had for breakfast and how much youw cen learn. 50 she was a very
unusual womean.. and in Oregon she Pecame a8 Soeialist,
Tom : What kind of activities did your pérents have with the labor,

radical movement?

culia : Well, my mother went to Socialist meetings and my father went with
her though he used to pick them apért afterwards. They use to
t=ke me and my orother used to he iayed out on 2 bench. He fell
asleep but L alweys sat up front and listened to what people
said. 1've heard all of the speaxérs because they always stayed
to our house. .sugene was a sort of a waypoint. L heard Uebs,

2 man named Kirtpatrick that wrote |War What ror"?, a woman mamed

\
..gnes Jeporter who was in the 1.%.d. and Zig 3ill Haywood and oh
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many of them (she added mlizabeth\&urley Flynn later). Some of
them later became Communists.
¥hat kxind of things did your father do with the L.W.W.%

\
Well he worgced in logging cazmps, he built the railroads by which

they bring the logs down to the sawmill camps. One time he set
himself up to build houses in Euge%e with another man who.had been
an 1l.W.W.. 1This was after the conFtruction workers local moved
out of bkugene. Some of those houses are still standing. When 1
was back there two or three years Fgo and went and saw some of

them they were well built.

Was he ever involved in any strike®

Yes he went to Zastern Oregon to the short logs one time to start
a strixe in a place called nustin.; 1t was owned by lormans. The
employers of the lumper company wefe iflormans which is probably why
I am so prejudiced against them. He'd gone over there with two
other agatitators and he was 1L supfose the dangerous one of the
trio, the persuasive one,so they p?t strickine - Uid they put it
in his coffee or in the salad, potatoe salad, anyway he almost
died and these other two men had to alkx him up a2nd down all night,
I- remember that. and then it was during World War 1 he went to
Fort Lewis as a carpenter. 1They had a strike up there which he
lead and they were building the barricks for the troops to live

in while they were bpeing trained, the coanstruction workers all
went on strike and he was run out af there. +#nd then to a place
called Wendland, a Wobbly camp out of kubene., Let's see was

that before or after he went to Abdrdeen to work in the shipyards?
~nd they had a strike there. What time did they have that general
strike in Seattle? \

1919,

Well they had a sympathy strike in Grays Harbor iotor Company in
Lberdeen. He was involved in that strike but before it got to

the point where they went on strike as he had evidentally.been
agigatating for the men to go out the boss came around and accused

him of being a voleshivk. That's what they called them in those
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days instead of & Communist. snd he said, "oh no" I remember
him telling this to me. 1 was ele%en years old. He said, "oh
pe, L'm a Zapatist." «nd this man didn't know who Zapata was,
-nd then I remember in that strike it was the first strike I
really remember because the strikeithe construction workers had
at florence when we lived in Eugene¢ when they brought the con-
struction of the Southern Pacific spur line here down the coast
to @ halt. The governor sent troops down there and they marched
all those IW.W. back all that way from Ylorance to Eugene. I think
I still have a letter that my moth¢r wrote to the paper berating
the governor and saying how they were marched back all those
miles of track that they'd already‘lead and all the food they had
was some bread and it was moldly. 1She was still writing letters
when she died at the age of ninety-eight to the Oregonian on
sutjects that she felt strongly abgut. She was a very strong
wille@%oman.

Tom : What was your involvement then z2s you were growinghup with the
labor movement?

JdJulia : %Well as I was growing up all these |people were constantly staying
2zt our house and when we went on tﬂe stump farm they came out
just out from prison or to Zxeep frqm peing sent to prison or to
keep from being drafted, hide out from the draft in World War 1I.
Zhe 1.%W.¥. opposed the draft. 1 rémember~a bunch of farmers in
that valley with ropes and came to lyich my father. I was quite
small then, that's before we went ﬁo «berdeen, I belleve. iy
father had oullt our house back on |a hill in a grove of oak trees
and we could see this crowd of men;coming up to the field. I
remembered my mother fainted. Iy Hrother was so little he was
just playing with his blacxs. ie §idt't know what was going on.
Sut believe me I Xnew ﬁnd I was determined, I was not going to
re — that's the lzst time I'd ever ceen afraid. 1 was determined
th=2t they were not going to kill mé. My father ‘rolled up his
sleeves and went down and stood on the stile over the fence around
our huge yard and he stood there confronting those men. out L
thought he would be killed and thei they would come and xill us.
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wy mother slithered down in 2 faiﬁt. S50 L went out the back door
and weat into the hills and 1 stayed there for about theee days.
-.nd when 1L was driven pack by hunger not gxnowing that my family
wag dead and they were all alive.; You know what my father d4id?
He said to me in a very soft voic?, he had a soft southern voice,
he said, "§id you stop to think about leaving your mother?" 1
said, "Well L thought she'd died.! Couse you know it was the
first time L had ever seen anyone| faint. He said, "Well what
about your 1little brother?" 1 . sajd, "N0h, I"‘didn't ecare abous him,"
But L just cared about myself you see. So he made me write
that thing on Shakespeare, "a cowéré dies m2ny times before his
death, the valiant only tastes of death but once." I believe
it was three hundred times | had fo write that. He was the sort.
of person that when he spoke to ybu and he was displeased you
|

couldn't vear it.. 1

|
Tom : Were you ever a memoer of the L.W,W.?

diileias s e sy

T'om : When did you join?

Julia ¢ I joined in Centralia after meetiﬁg Blmer Smith. and it was

\ :

nothing but a sentimental gesture, 1 paid my dues possibly for
for six months. iecause after going around to Tacoma dnd Seattle
1 could see that what my faether had told me was so, that the
situation in Centralia was an exception, that was where the only
vitality that was left in the L.W,W. was there. put Seattle

which had been very important place in the I.W.W. movement and
Tacoma was even worse.

Tom : Well what was it about wlmer that|made you feel different?

Julia : Well tecause he was the whole bub|of where the vitality was in
the working class and in the 1.W.W¥. was still like it used to
be in Ceatrrlia.

Lfom : What kind of contact did you hqveiwith him after that?

Julia : I thin« I probzbly exchanged a fe@'letters with him but that's
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all. I never s»w him again. crut as I told you during the
many years that our headgqu:rters (were on thet desolute farm,
that stump farm, way up a creek g tributary of the middle part
of the Williamite c211led Lost Créek. t Chirstmas my father
used to ta<e whatever money he had to buy money orders and have
me write letters to these prisoneers and that's during all
those years 1 began writing to tge prisoaers in Walla Walle.
and my father believed that Zlmeri Smith was a great man. In
those days of course my father dﬂd all my thinking for me, you
can easily see that, and in a sense has influenced 1 suppose
all my thinking.

Tom ¢ ~0 you remember what kind of things he said about wlmer?

Julis + NMell you know that in Catholic hohes people have certain types
of pictures on the walls. in our!homenmy father would say
take a Yetter, if he'd had a letter from Elmer Smith and he
would tack that up on the wall. Po I was familar with Elmer
Smith's face from the pictures hel'd cut out of the newspapers,
the Seattle Union Record =nd the various L.W.W. papers, ‘the
lnternational Socialist xeview, oplidarity, the Industrial
Wworker. 1 waes familar with his fﬁce long before 1L ever met
him and with the faces of those other men. <«nd then on a
saster vacation from the uUniversity of Oregon wkk'#l was a
freshman 1 went to Walla Walla. @Kll the others were out by
that time excepting itay and |1 hitkhiked to Walla Walla to visit
f{ay Becxer. L1t's very funny what happeaned because, I'll never
forget the visit or the door clanging shut.. out they were
allowed to write 1 believe it was two letters a month, wasn't

it? |
|

Tom : Yes, 1t was in the files.

Julis : Yeah, something like that so he u@ed to write these letters
and he printed his letters. He had remarkable hand printing,
very small hand printing. He usep to write them in such a way
that you could cuf the sheet of pﬁper apart. On those two sheets
maybe he could write twenty letters to people. They would be
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lined in such a way, you could cut it off here (gestures) and
thére'd be part of the letter to dne person here and part on the
beck and up here a2t the top in very fine print would be the name
of the person and their address. ‘So 1 used to take these,cut them
epart and forward these letters on th these people so that instead
of writing just to me he could write to a2l1 these people. 1 was
just sort of what you would call a mail drop. Xnd I was very
faithful about doing that type'of‘thing because you know well

I still belzeve although I undersﬁand the Yobblies are having a
cbme back but you notice they don''t know what they are talking
about, it's just nonsense. Have you met some of them?

Caral i e s
Julia : %What do you think of them?

Carol ¥ Well I know, I shouldn't mention names - Mike. I don't think too
much of him.

Julia : No I don't either. out anyway the I.W.W. preamble I still know
vy heart and I suppose it's the main economic committment of
my life. 1 still think It's as true as it ever was. "ZThe working
class and the employing class have‘nothing in common." It's sure
true. Well anyway he must have got the idea 1 was considerably
smarter than I was because pretty soon he began writing to me
about directions as he was pursuing his efforts to get out. He
had started to study law and he wrote one petition or some sort
of a court proceeding himself and &t was many pages long. Isn't
there something in the files about it? He began writing directions
to me to do things for him about his case that were completely
over my head. They were absolutely beyond my ability to grasp
or to @mrry out. Besides I was young and extremely selfish and
self centered like very maeny young people are. I think Carol's
guite an exception.

Edna : I think Tom's gquite an emception.
Czarol : 1I.think there are many exceptiouns.

Julia : are you sure? He doesn't seem to he to be all that young. How
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|
\
old are you?
Tom : Twenty-two.

Julia : Is that all you are? You seem much older. I don't mean that
you look older but you seem oldeg. I guessed!cthat you were
prooably twenty-eight. You don'ﬂ loo& that old but I just
thought you were. PRut yet in looking back I have some sympathy
for myself but for many years I was bitterly ashamed of it.
Since I was utterly unable to grasp how to do these things or
how to carry them out I just guit writing to him. So then he
wrote to my mother. Iy father was still alive but I was always
the one that had written the 1ett@rs. He wrote a letter to her
and he was grieving because 1 hadp't written to him. I had
even gotton so disorganized thinking esbout all this weight of
21l these things hanging over my besd 1 hadn't done that he
wented me to do that 1 even quit ﬁorwnrding these little pieces
out of his letters so that my mother had forwarded the last
two that had come,'cut them up and forwarded them. So 1 don't
know what she replied tojhim but he stopped writing to me. Well
now |1 forget to tell - I was still going to school at this time.

\
it the end of this period I married a boomer switchman who had

belonged to the I.%W.W. by the nq&e of dertram. And 1'm sure
the only reason I married him was because I still had such 2
sentimental attackhment to the i.wrw. that the fact that he
flashed his red card at me one time L thought he must be wonderful.
He was also quite good looxing. So. Lhe Depnession came =2long
about then and we went to live in%the terrible sawmill town,
Lincoln. +1he West uragon Lymber Pompany mill in a three room
company house that was made out of number bar common. You Xnow
whzt that is? <hey've got a difflerent grading system now, had
big kxnotholes in the wall. :«nd then L had my one and only son.
#ell he was really vboran in VYhicago but that's another story but
he was a year old when 1 took.hiﬂ to live out there. Lt was

a strnuggle to xeep from starving [to dedath. Went out and did

housework and various sorts of things and then | decided to
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write my weay out of this p#ftgatory so 1 started writing lrue
Stories, « Well I "gzot a cheek for %his stupid 1lrue Story for a
hundred and s eventy-mine dollars L believe it was. :nd that was
2 Buge fortune and 1 was comning back from the post office,

where we got our meil in a box and L picked up a newspaper and in
‘thepe was a picture of Ray Becker and lrvine Godman. He had

gone to Walla Walla and had started this, and you know Irv was
very publicity conscious. He'd given his story to the p:pers.

He had rRay out of prison and had étarted this court proceeding.
So as much as 1 knew and | knew a very great deal about the
defense work from all the people who had been in prison that
stayed in our house when I was a child, 1 knew money was needeg.
So L immediately went back to the post office and bought a money
order and scribbled a note to this attorney whom I had never met
before who lived. in Portland, lrvine Godman and sent a contri- 4
tution to ir. Becker's defense. S$o he began to write to me again .
and by this time I knew quite a Bit, really my wits had been
sharpened. I had been to the university of hard kXnock. So 1
proceeded to start to carry out the things. 1ifie emed to have
completely overlook the fact that|I had let him down so badly
when I was young and I proceded to carry them out. So it was
during this period also that my husband and L were among three

or four people that were very instrumental in organigzing that
mill into the Federal Union of thé Lymber and Sawmill Workers.
ind an idea began to form in my mind course by this time 1 had
learned how to think something that I couldn't do before and

my father was dead and 1L had to do my own thinking and that
always helps of getting him out of prison. Bgcause many of the
people in the union, the loggers, were old I.W.W.'s and they
were friends of my husband and mine and so a few of us met
together and we decided that we tﬂink we could get this taken

up in thejbig Portland local which was the biggest local in the
wood workers union at that time. So I wrote up this resolution
and it passed. =~nd then I heard about this man who was an I.W.W.
(m<\ w}\o was oan O‘F{:[C;d( }A 'Hvs; ﬁtt"fe Fcc[ef‘a'{"c‘a.’! /TP laboﬁ/ S /o’
Stolopns and a c@nTﬂa off vs went fo sece him and he was ex-L Ui,
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and we conceived the idea of setting up the PFree xay Eecker
Committee and trying to get ay Aecker out. So we got one of
those free rooms at the Pertland Public Library and made up a
list of the people around town,'tbe liberals you know those
people that have got money. -~nd we thought we needed just the
right person for chairman so we had my mother. &£nd that's when
the Iree nay Becker Committee was formed. Well then shortly
after that the Federation of Woodworkers was formed and by that
time the loggers had carridd the word that we were going to

get Ray cecker out so the Feederation of %oodworkers, I think
it's in there (the Oregon Historipal Society) sua# the resolution
they passed and lr. Weber the treasurer of the federation was
drafted as treasurer of this commgtéee. and if you look at the
letterhead, isn't there a letterhead of the Free Ray Becker
Committee in there? You notice there were teachers and ministers.

Tom : Can you say something about the kiind of correspondance that
passed btetween Ray and differeant pther attorneys and people
\
on the outside?

Julia : Well among the attorneys that, asil say he had fired Irvine vodman
before we got the committee set ub so the first several meetings
f the committee we felt it was p%rfectly valid to hawve iir.
todman come to the meetings to give us 2 little help which he
was big hearted engugh to do. =nd thedlet's see, we hired =a
young attorney flamed €liford u. U?Brien, he's still 'in Portland,
he's ptetty far gone he was alcohplic but you might try talking
to him. oSy this time the loggers‘had begun to, we had a whole
ounch of “ree KAy sSecker outtons made and we sold then at
logging cemps and union meetiungs &and down at the Portland labor
school, Portland labor center. We started soliciting money and

: I .
sending speaxers to different union meetings and places and

raising money. ©o0 we hired Ulifo%d J. O'Brien. W_ had a number
of attorneys on the committee inc}uding Henry iMiner ZEsterly who
had defended the L.W.W. during th+ Palmer Raids I believe it
was. idverybody had suggested we ?hould hire CRiff ss he was an
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upcoming energetic young attornef and we paid him what seemed
to me 1 don't rememnber how much it was , a large sum of morey
to write up this brief that we were going to take the case to
court. wsow thea we had a slightly different idea from iay about
the way we were going to get him jout. We intendéd, our first
plan to get him out was publici‘cy‘° Well we never did give up
on that one but he thought we were going to get him out through
a2 court action so we had to go ahead in a perfectly sincere way
with the court action. But Ulif&rd O'Brien never wrote this
petition and after awhile, he said he was working oqﬁt. It was
really awful what Cliff did. 5o:one of the other attorneys
who was in the same law firm by the name of Harry Kenin he
finally forced Cliff, He practicglly locked Cliff up in his
office and forced him to write tHis thing up. &So he produced
this petition. He filed some preliminary papers. ‘Lhere was a
deadline for getting the petition in and I remember that several
members of the committee includi?g myself were up in his law
office stapling all these cop#es together, remember that and
numbering the pages. Well say was quite pleased with this
petition, it was really quite a document because he was a
brillant young attorney even if ﬁe was a procrastinator. We
also had to give him some more money because he had spent all
the money we had already given him. We had to give him a2 little
more which we thought was dreadful. Then to further our various
efforts we had started to get all these affidavits. Well the
first affidavits we had gotten you xnow they're around Centralia
Then when L finally succeeded in‘tracing Tom ilprgan he was
living down at Eureka. So 1 went down there and got that
affidavit from him. &and all tha% time ilay would be corresponding
back and forth about this stuff fhat was in Elmer's files and
he'd want more and more of theseiaffidavits. So 1 remember we
sent Cliff to get one. We sent him down to someplace in
northern California to get an afﬁidavit from one of the men
that was in the lynch car that took VWesley Zverest out to the
bridge and lynched him. He got it too and he named the other

|
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people that were in the car. Isn't it in that file? Did you see
it? I can't remember that guyé name now., but I do remember

and 1'11 never forget when he got‘back with his expense account
that two loggers almost had a conniption fit because he'd sent
his suit to a cleaners while he wés gone on this trip and he

had this on his expense account and they were gust furious. Oh
they watched that money like ¢ hawks! and another time I remember
Mr. Stevens made a trip over to Walla Walla and apparently he

got very tired out and decided to| buy a bottle of whiskey and

he tried to put that on the expense aamacount and I thought they
were going to can him off of the committee.

What did ~ay think of Elmer Smith?
|

Well oy the time that we had set up the committee and before that
according to the s tuff that was in the files he decided that
glmer Smith, just like you said, that he was interested only in
furthering his own career which was absolutely untrue.

What makes yousay it was untrue? |

Well in the first place he had de#oted the major portion of his
lifetime to this case and variousiefforts {(man walks in and I
shut off the tape) I've said it publically in many meetings
including the longshoreman"s union when they were discriminating

against olacks and they were 1lily white.

Do you know anything about the xind of pressures that Elmer
wgnt through all these years?

tes. I xnow thet he must have had a very difficult time afte-
he was disbarred and pbefore that %nd earning s living for his
femily. sand I know that he devot@d his energy and time to going
to meetings and tryiang to solve tbe prodolem8 of the femiligs of
those mea. ne would try various means of facilitation their
release and pushing the worx of tﬁe Centralia vefense “ommittee
to get them out. And getting them out on parole. That was
another czuse of contention withiq the prison becausse .2y

beckser refused to herve anything tﬂ do with the idea of parole.
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1l don't %Xnow what idcInerny positién was on this subject. Have
you come across anytning about thét? lie's the one that died
in prison. <nad 1 know that %lmerlSmith had aifficulty with
his wife because 1 xnow that she){rom thingslthat members of
the L.W.W. seid, that she must hav? been very unhappy of that
type of life. Lt must have been)Well being the wife of a man
who was dédicated to a cause it's difficult for any woman unless
she was extramely unusual herséif% And I don't believe that she
wss that unusual. And then as 1 told you over the telephone I
know that among the various membeys of the i¥W.¥W. that tried to
raise money to fund the various efforts to get the men out there
was this member of the branch in #eattle who was a singer and
seng a2t benefits to raise money a#d she became quite interested
in him becasase they had musical ip&truments. ~nd that must have
teen, if Zlmer knew about it, a source of grief to him. Xnd then
1 know he must have been, when he}lost the election in Lewis
County which, I don't know if there is any documentary evidence
that the vallots were thrown in the river but 1 certainly heard
that and 1 heard that at the time|it happened. 1t was common
xnowledge. ~nd that must have veen because he had believed that
he could oring to justice the men:that were out of prison and =

should be in prison instead of those who were there.

\
bid you kxnow any of the other people in his family?
\

In Elmer Smith's family?
s hutk.

No L didn't meet Edna Smith until;— 1 met some of the people
|

in the Yethodist Federation for SEcial actton including WMumnk
Chamberlain and 1 think it must h

ve been through that and then
I heard that Zlmer Smith's brother lived at Gresham. 2nd L met
sdna at some of the meetings wheniI came up L was living in

| . - .
astorie and 1L came up to those meetings from astoris and met

-3dna. I don't believe 1 ever met sSlmer Smith's wife though on:

‘ ~
my way back from my journey to Tacoma and Seattle 1 stopped in
|
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Centralia and went to his office.| Ch I did see him again then
on my way bac«. 1 went 1o his office and I went to the I.W.W.
hall and I spent the whole day bpack and forth between the two

places and one of the - this singér from Seattle and I've been
trying to think of his n=me, better turn the tape off while I

concentzate.

I wouldn't use it. ;

|
His first name was Hiney, I mean it was Henry but they called him
Hiney, what was his last name? (pause) Well anyway he was there
in the 1.W.W. hall and he offered| to give me a ride to Portland
and he's the one that told me about this love affair which was
an extremely outrageous thing Zor him to do considering that -
\side one of tape one ends) (what was outrageous was that Julia
was a young, unknown person th=zt ihis man was telling such things
to: ) ‘
It struck me that he was a very sﬁpperficial person compared to
nlmer Smith and I couldn't uaderstand why ilmer's wife would be
interested in him. But of course| ]l suppose it was music don't

you? Or her general discoatent with life.
Well what was &lmer's office, what did that look like?

It was a very bare office with a roll top desk. But I don't in
looking &®ack although sometines when you look back you can see
quite vividely places and rooms where you have been., It's the
people that were there that 1 remkmber not what was in the office
except that it was a bare poorly furnished office, quite dif-
ferent for instance than Vanderveer's office many years later
when I went to Seattle to talk tolVanderveer.

¥hat did you remember about zZlmerf

Well the thing that I rememver about him is that. You see I
always wanted to write fiction and therefore I've always been
very; what's the word, interested in people and even whea 1 was
young I had some sort of an ilez [to get an impression or some
sort of empathy with people avout what they were really like.
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1t seemed to me that he was a2 person of great integrity, sincerity,

a1

gentlemess, kindness. cut the th%ng th=2t struck me then and in.
looking back 2ll these years 1've |thought about it, 1I've never
seen anyone in my life that was 84 shadowed bty sorrow or who

was so sad and I've often wondered if that was really the way

he was before this happened or if |it was this thing that had put
this - 1 mez2n ©ty this time he musﬁ have kxnown what a terrific
struggle it was going to be 16 get those men out. =~nd the I.W.%.
was you see folding up on him and‘had split into two parts and by
the time I got back from Seattle,\l knew that L knew the 1.vw.W,.
was gone, young as 1L was 1 was no fool although L was young and
ignorant. I could see it was gong and what else didlthe have to
depend on%Y +he woodworkers unioa had't been formed yet. wvidn't
get organized until 1935, EHven tﬂe boommens division of the
woodworkers union didn't orgnnize‘until 1233 so whet did he

have? Hothing. |
#hat were the two sides in the Spﬂit in “ther l.WoW.?
\

Well 1L presume that the tmergency program were those that still
wanted to go 2hezd and do something and the four Trays were the
"spitoon philosphees". ind as 1 nyecall the’ local in the branch
they eall it not local in Jentral%a was. in the Four Trays. oLut
you know 1 never concerned myself (with the split in the 1.W.W¥..
I knew nothing about it until I went to Portland and found out
there was a split. By the time 1 mad got back from Seattle 1
knew thet the L.%.W. had gone down the drain.

«

Jo you remember what year that wast

#ell L was nineteen years old, eighteen or neéneteen and L was
|
|

bporn in 1207 so what year would that be”

lwenty-five. ULould you compare a person like George Vanderveer
and Elmer Smith?

Oh sure it's very simple.

What were the differmnces?
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Vanderveer was a first class attorney that built up a reputation
as an attorney for the downtrodden andthe underdog and went on
to exploit it and vecame the general council for Deve bpeck

in the Teamsters uUnion in Seattle} lie made a good thing out of
it. He was an intelligent man who was fond of steak and ex-
pensive whiskey and he looked it at the time 1 met him. but
still if you read the transcript oflthat case you realize that

he was a good attorney and that h% put up an able defense. and
why he didn't do some of the things that Ray Becker, and there
was some validity in his criticism. Lt's been a long time since
I read the transcript. It's beenia long time since L found that
dusty package in the basement of the courthouse where she
worked. <lhat was many years aftef she walked off the job that
day and the secretary in the courthouse there was, she was to
find out if there was an inquest into the death of Wesley Everest.
and she told me there was some old papers that had been taken
down in the basement and were wra?ped in brown paper and tied
with string. She went down and brought them up. +nd it was
shvpthand and she said she could yead it and she offered to

take it home and transcribe it and send it to me and she did.

So you see there was quite a difference between the day when
bdna had worked there and the day‘wﬁen this woman offered to

do this for me and that must have been about 1936 when I was
there and that happened.

How was zZlmer then different from | Vanderveer?

Well Vanderveer had on an expensi&e suit of clothes and Zlmer
Smith had on a ruffled suit and he gave the impression that

he didn't have time to get nimself pressed every day. 1 don't
know if you can go too much on what I say about meeting him
because you see those were the oniy two times that I saw him

~and as I recall 1 exchanged severgl letters with him after I went

back to college. Iy father had given up writing to anybody
because of his hands and I'm the gne that did the witing.
A1l he ever did was sit in the ®vening and work out mathametical

formula. iy mother burned up two shitcases of old stuff. God
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knows what was in them. I often ﬁonder.

\
You say it was the work that &~lmexy did that finally you used

to free say Backer?

Yes it was. oSecause in that after we had sorted out the material

o #lmer from those men and

in there and put aside all these etters to Elmer from family
members of those men and letters

letters to Zlmer as the sparkplug%in the Centralia Defense
Committee from all the people aro%nd the country that were
interested in it. Aafter we put all that stuff aside we used

the memoraddum and notes th&t he qad]about so and so living at
such and such a place knows this gbout the case. And there
would be a notation in his writiné about what it was this person
knew. Then there were lists of n%mes of the lynchers and that's

where and we went to see all these people and got statements
from them. ‘

\
I forget. 'hat was the name of the man who had these papers?
His name was Davis 1 believe. He!wes quite different from Elmer
Smith as far as I could make out ﬂe hadn!t the slightest interest
in Mr. Deeker or 1in the Centralia}case or in the working class.
He was just puttering away there,}a third rate attorney.
Yrobably doing & little legal wor% to make a very poor living.
+nd there were cobwepbs in this bo* and that's why we had no
hesitation when he went out to 1u¢ch in gragging this box out

and putting it in wr. Dikes truck‘and making off with it.

vid you ever meet a2 man named ConQor harmon® ile married BElmer

Smith's sister. e was in Centraiia for awhile.
!
Well 1 rememoer the secretary of the local. 1 remember Elmer.

What was the secretary's name~ \

|
I showed you it. It was in one of tliose records.. 1 think that

w2s his name. 1 h~ad some correspondance with him after L went

. bazek to school. l-deecided from tﬁe letters that he wrote to me

that he a2lso had lost a good denl | of hope 2nd L think he

received proo=bly =2 sm=ll salary $s secretary and 1 got the
\
\
\

L1 =) F ) = F T e Y
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idea #hat his committment wasn't the same as slmer's committ-—
ment. ..8 far =2s 1 know w~lmer con%inued to work on that case
until his death and L don't «now whether there are any papers
or documents extant thet show what he thought aobout the letters
that Becker wrote to him and abouk him or not but he probably

understood just as I always understood.

Tom : Could you say something about the‘difference between the 1.W.W.
and the Communists? |
sulia : Well now really I don't think that that's valid at this time.
1 told you about meeting this man in Portland and that he was
one of the people that convinced me that the I.W.W. had outlived
their usefullness. 3Sut whether 1 would have come to that conc-
lusion just from talking to him of whether it was Dbecause 1 saw
the I.W.W. was really over as an §ffective force in the working
cless and in freeing the prisoners who were still in prison at
that time, I don't Xnow. 1t was % combination. but I would
like to make it plain that the great committment of my life was
to the preamoble of the 1.W.W. and to the union which the members
of the 1.W.W. who had decided to ?rganize the woods and the booms.

Tom : Jid you know snna Louise Strong?

Julia : Yes.

Tom : Can you tell me something about hér? You see, let me show you.
She wrote a poem about the jCentralia defendants and she was in
the courtroom during the trial and this is a poem about Elmer
Smith that I got out of the Univeﬁsity of Michigan library that
she wrote. ind I've read a couple of her booRs and was
interested in her. |

Juliz : Yes she wrote a columnfdr the Seattle Union secord under the
nzme of ".nise"., .ly mother and father were great admirers of
her writings. snd I w#ll say oneithing'for the record. I
think the Communist Party was off}their rocker when they felt
that she'd sold out which they did and wzs obviously not true.
1 argued with many of them on the suvject and later I'm sure
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\
that they decided they rre - rong|too ahout her.

'hat was she like?

She was a versom that you couvldn't really like because she was
a very cold person oan the surface| and she was very impatient
2nd very rude which I am both mys?lf. She didn't like to be
interrupted by trivalities. She was a person very unlike

Edna Smith. She never spent any fime on her hair or her
costume. Edna's just the opposit?. She always lcoks pretty
seet.

That a renutation for Edna!

ohe was a person if you went up tp her after a meeting and

you said as I did once and I've never forgotten howr she cut

me off. "Iy mother and father werg ereat admirers of yours and
we alwvays road your atticles in the Seattle Uni-n Record."

She s2id, "Oh I haven't got time for th-t xind of t=lk." But
when I became older and more of sn imnatient re»orter myself

I feirly sympathesized ~ith her. | But to anyone who had ever
h2ard her speak or read as I did before the Seattle Tmion
Record —es urpressed you know it fﬂs suppressed. Or ddad you
mo™ thet? ‘

Yes. i

It was quite obvious thet she cou d never have done ~heat she

was accused of having doea. And I understand she contributed
some money or tried to contribute some money tovard the défense
of th e first Smith Act victfms and they sent it back and I
always th-usght that 'es really too bad. TI'll tell you someone
that knew her cduite well and disliked her throuchly. "ho's
that —omen that comes around every year and talks?

I'aude Rmssell.
Maude Russell. Did you know that?
|

T didn't knoe= thst she felt th’tiWQy about her but I Enov vho

lisude Russell is.
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Maude Russeil is in China right naw.
Oh she is, ho» interesting! {
She's not coming out this fall,
She's goinzt to remain? |
No no just different activities.

She on't ‘be out this fall. %Well|there's no point in her
cominz out because e can get alykinds of direct information

NnoTe ‘
\

But I always —vanted to meet her. |

(pause while she rcads the poem by Anne TLouise Strong about
Elmer) Yezh, th-t didn't surprise me. I rr-member no=- she

was the daurhiter of a judge. (long pause hile she continues
r-adinz) Yes, thai's Elmer Smith| That's ah authentic end
valid porirait of Elmer Smith. Do you kno~ where she gets this

line "the pnrisoners bench"? Do ybu ¥now from what she gnt that?
\

I\TO ° ‘
|

Lrturo Giovaniﬁta?

Ral

Have you heard of
Um hum.

“ell one of his noems was called:"The Prisoners Bench". Shut
that off for a minute and I'll see if I can remember the last
few lines of it. (I shut off the [tanve) (she recites) "Throuszh
here all rssts the temnestuous réys of lisht. Tatters of flesh
and bleod and d&eegs oI crime allﬁpassed here to tieir doom.™
And then it ends up - "Don't dus# these boards on ~hich ouv¥
wretched brothérs fell, for the millionzire revolting stench

is not here. MNeither preachers $aintly smell and the judge
never sat upon this bench." He frote that to Joe Ettor who was
one of those th-t they tried to frame with Giovanitta. I have

his book Ar—owrs in the Gale. An? my father had one of those
books and he used to read those ?oems %o me and I sent my copy

~hich I fell heir to after my frther's death, Lrrows in the Gale

v
|
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to Ray B-cker =und the werden conflisceted it so he n-ver got it.
But later a friernd of mine in th# on=shore union the later
Francis J. IMurmane and you may want to look in his file at the
Histvorical Society. His papers %re there 2nd T understand just
yesterday from Matt Come that they have been complevely in-
dexed. So you may Iind some matjrial in there that would be

of mee to you. Iater he made thel rounds of various second
hand booksbores here and in New ﬂork and in San Francisco and
in one of those second hand bookﬁtores he found me another
copy so I heve it. “hen the Black Panther leader Kent Ford
was accguitted lfie was tried hereifor on & chargse of dineciting

n

A riot and when I was ~ditin~ for the verdict in his cese in

the courtrrom T wrot= out the last two stanzas of "The Prisoners
Baench" and gaves then to the ’oman;"ho ig norr his ife. . You lknow
T was broucht up to believe th-t &ou should exnect, if you
didn't sell out your idess, you should exvect nder out

economic system Gto spend some tlme in jeil. And I'm qiidte
surpriésed at the a2gs of al1lmost 31mty-oix th=t I heve never been

- \
sent to oprison.

\
Do you ever regret - ? |
|

thint there enouch neople in nrison

No going to prison? No
now. And I have worked on so many defense committegs that I

made up my mind many years =ago t@at if I were ever framed $8r
something I ~as csoin  to plesd those L-tion words, n-o=l-e—c—
o-n-t-e-n-d-r-e and not waste anyoﬁes time sttempting to build
up a defense for me because there ar=s cases th-t you h=ave to
fight such as Angel Davis' c=se a%d the Centralis case in that
time 2nd the ceses oF some of the| Black Trnther leaders that

they ere <ttermting to frgme and F ro~3. I made up my mind
lonz long ago that no one as “OlM? rgene ~ne minute of

their time on me =2nd T've always k‘ought I could manace very
nicely in nrison. Becanuse I can Lacjtp noetry to myself for

five or six ho'irs without ever rehoﬂu1n~ 2 gsincle line, Tdve
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always wanted to write poetry. L've written some aud L could
as long as 1 uau paper aua penc.l I could occupy myself quite
happily add get alotgof much needed rest. But some people
find it very difficult to be in prisonm anﬁbf course I've never
been there so maybe I just think that I could do my time.
Course I don't know what I1'd do for ashma pills, I can't
breathe without them. But as long as I had some pens, a ruler
and a shorthand notebook and some ashma pills I'd get al ong
all right. The worst thing would be not getting to talke a
ggswer bath everyday and that iesdcmbthing that is very sad
about what happens to people in prsions. As ¥ say all of these
people I was brought up they were the heros of my chiddhood and
my youth and I've always thought the fortunate ones were those
died in prison, who didn't have to come out and spend the rest
of their life trying to live up tio their legends. Ray Becker
hsd spent most of his adult 1life, he was twenty three when he
went in, he spent twenty years in jail and prison and during

a greater pottion of that time he was occupied with getting
himself out on an unconditional release. YWell hqhidn't get out
on an unconditional release. -He got his sentence commuted for
time served which you probably saw in the files and suddenly
he was like a man who's lost his loccupation.

: When did he die?

: He died in Pottland apparently of a heart seijure. He was

found dead in the yaré of a ldg cabin that he had bought on

the outskirts of Portland.. when he was released he was met

at the gates by a minister calld Fred ®Shobtter and @ woman from
the ACLU in Seattle. And he didn't like either one of theseé
people. He had fallen out with qhe ACIU and with the head of
the ACIU in New York and had falien out with Mr. Shorter and

I presume was extremely angry atlbeing put out on a communtation
of s- ntence but he couldn't get back in. So he had to do the
best he could and go out and get on the train with them. Apnd
they accompanieqﬁim to the Union btation in Portland. bhe wes




Julia 25

was met their by the heads of the committee, a é%ge number of
loggers from the I.#w.A. hiring hall which is on Sixth Street.
You know oixth Street is right on the way down to the Union
otation and the woodworkers, the loggers hiring hall was Just
about three blocks from Union Station. #£nd this was on a
Saturday, and that afternoon there was a meetiug of the Portland
Wwoodworker's local which was the local that was most the
involved in his defense. So a great many peoplewere at the
Union Station to meet him and we were very cold to these two
peoplg, Reverand Shorter and this woman I forget her name, do
you know it? Because they didn't get off the train. I don't
belkeve we even thanked them for accompanying him. It was our
belief that an arrangement had been made with the governor
because some of the people that had helped Ho railroad these
men to prisoun were still involved in the political l1life of
southwestern wWashington and still resident in Centralia and
they wanted to be sure, that was our feeling, that they wanted
to be sure Mr. Becker got off at the Union Station and didn't
in some way or other continue up to Centralia because they
evidéntly thought he was a mad dog that would go up there and
kill all these people. And actuamlly he was a very gentle
person. It was Jjust padiculous for them to have thought that.
I think he had planned to sue the state of wa-hington for false
imprisonment from all those dreadflul years he spent locked up.
But anyway there we all are this vast crowd of doggers and other
persons that met him and we were qll on our way up Sixth Avenue
gothe loggers hiring hall when suddenly the traffic, you can
imagine the differences that had happened in twenty years, got
to him. And I'll always remehber that as one of the saddest
things I've ever seen. He turned:and fled like a deer down an
alley away from the traffic and the noises of the traffic. It
-was terrfying for him., But some qf the loggers went after him
and brought him back and took himiin triumph into the loggers
hiring hall. 4nd I forget where we had lunch, it complbtley
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escapes me we must have eaten someplace. Then we all went

over to the meeting of the Portland woodworkers local Inter-
national Woodworkers of America we were then. All thqbig mills
were in Portland then and this was a huge local and it wes
 jemmed and packed with people. And for several years a huge
enlrged portrait of Ray Becker that was made from the picture
that was in the Oregonian at the time that the attormey lIrvine
Godman got him out to the court prpoceeding in Spokanme. We'd
had a huge enlargement made of that, just Ray Becker not Mr.
Godman and that had hung on the office of the lumber and sawmill
workers union which became the I.W.A. local in Portland. o

as we were coming into the hall, the huge hall with a couple
thousand men in it, the people that were on the platform, the
officiers of the local recognized that they knew that we were
meeting the train and expected Ray Becker to come there and they
recognized him as we were bringing him down the asile. The
president of the local, trying to think what his name was now
because I hold an hona§§ lifetime membership in that union,
banged the gavel down and said, "Fellow worker Becker is here",
not comrade Becker, but "Fellow worker Becker is here." And
the men a 11 turned around (she gestures) and saw him coming up
the asile. And it's quite a sight when you see men with sun—
borned, the loggers were all down from the camps, with sun-
purnea grissled taces, weep, weep. <Lhat many of them wept that
day (her voice breaks). Well he made a mumber of meetings. He
tried to do his duty by those who had gotben him out. He went
to St. Johns and he went to a meeting of the vlywood local
with which Francis Furmane at that time belonged, that's before
we went into the longshore local. 'He spoke there. He spoke

at other meetings. He went to thejlbbor center. 'The loggers
hdd a big banquet for him. +#nd thét's a very interesting

hfhing in itself. The arrangements comittee had decideé& to

Egée it at, what was that restrura&t that Dick Newbergers
parents owned? Th- Bohemian. well we had invited, well maybe
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you'd better say I invited I'm sire I'm the one that thought

of it, some leaders of the Negro community to come to the
banquet and then the Bohemian informed me that they didn't
admit Negroes. <That's before welhad a state civil rights

law., ©So we informed the PLhhemain that undess our Negro guests
could be admitted that we were just going to go someplace and
get damburgers. So they let them in.

‘I'om : Do you remehber what year that was?

Julia : #Well let's see I think there's something in the files about
it. was it 1939, 19%8? Oh it was after we went CIO because
the AFofLﬁhembers of the committée as there was such a aplit
then between the AF of L and the CIO that only two of them
showed up. wiir. Stevens the ché%iman who was an ex-IL-«..w. any-
way and who was uiore CIO than AF of L then thouszh he was an
official in the A¥ of L local. 4nd Faul Barsky who was the
head of the sSubediederation of 1abor. +ell then I wanted
to say what happens to people when they're out of prison. ©So
then Mr. Becker came out and you notice thut £t's called the

Rayfield Becker file which irritated me no edd.

Tom

(2]

why was that?

“ell because his name was Ray Bec¢ker anszd of course that waen't

Julia
his real name, you understand that? 4And is his real name in
the file because I cannot remember now what it was?

om = I don't think it is in the file.| It's in the article by Gunos.
(I search for it) Ralph Burgdorf.

=

Julia : That's right, that's right.. That was his real name.

Tom = %hy did he change his name? |

Julia : Well it was quite customary for &any members of the I.w.W. to
simplify or take other nemes. It was qguite a common practice.
for instance I know one of the officials ot the transportation
workers branch local of the IL%.$. in Fugene whose name was
Hans ~hjloky who calléd himself william Billings. Now whether
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this was because many members of the I. .wW. had been thrown in
jail on various charges such as inciting riots and all sorts

of spurious charges and whether they found that a practical
means of escaping that type of thing when they moved to a

new plxe I don't know. Or whether they Just symplified their
names because it was easier to sy especially as a great many

of them I suppose were foreign bormn like Hans Shiloky. &he'd
run off from the frssesian army on a ship and then Jumped ship
in this country. I don't know but‘anyway his father was a
minister and during all the years that he was in prison no
member of his family ever wrote ta him or did anything to

help him or sent him anything during all those many many years.
And yet after his death the first thing that happened was while
the longshoreman and the woodworkers and others were planning

a huge funeral in other words he gould lie in state, a brother
showed up from VYhicsgo, Illinois I believe to claim his remains
and also the money that he had in [the bank and his 1little log
house anqhis five or six acres whatever it was around his little
housgé. After some negotiating the brother agreed that we could
go and view nhis body and déring this one afternoon in the
funeral parlor but that was all we wre allowed to have to do
with it.. Sodelegations from different unions went there to

" view his remains and I went with gsome of the longshoreman and
the heaés of the woodworkers union including the boom men and
rafters which is my favorite divi%ion of the woodworkers. And
the man who was the secretary of :he International Woodworkers
of America took the I.W.A. button, the dress button of f his
coat lapel ana Francis Murmane piﬁned it on Ray Becker's coat
lapel in the coffin. 4nd Francis Furmane and I haq@ot some

red carnations and had pinned one of those on his coat lapel

as that was customary in the okidéys in funerals of the wrkers.
But I'd like to say what people afe like who are a long time

in prison. He found it very diff%cult to get used to the food
that we had outside of prison although after the defense effort
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had been built up to the point where you couldeven find
deleg.tions of four and five state legislators going over

to visit him in prison and all sarts of things like that.

And where sbate representatige Fierce had gotten involved in
his defense, U.S. representative in congress Pierce. And all
sorts of ministers and other pergons and almost constantly
delegations from the different unions were going over to visit
him. So that he had been let out of maxium secmrity and he was
living as a trustee in a little house on the Walla Walla, the
grounds. He was supposed to be working on the prison farm
but still he was unused to all the meat and the rich food

and deserts which working people if they were working had
outside of prison. He was also unused toall that liberfy and
he couldn't manage money at all because he wasn't uméd to
having any. He had learnt the trade of leather working in
prison and of making horse hair helts and things anqhe had
quite a bit of money to his account in the prison office not
only from donations but money he had earned from he made
sadels and braided bridalis and things for people that rode
around in rodeos. So he had quite a bit of money but this
was in the prison office you see in his account. He wasn't
used to having money. *~o he was alwgys losing money. And
any one thing that he saw lying on the floor like a piece

of string he'd pick up and quickiy look around to see if any-
one saw him and put it his pocke? because all of those things
in the prisom I suppose were of great value to you and it was
something you really want to do.} I remember one afternoon
when he'd been to a meeting to speak earlier in the morming
and a lot o@beople had come by my house to visit him and he
got very upset about all this and he dashed out and we couldn't
catch him and he disappeared andk e was gone all the fﬁ?ﬁ of
the day. And when I asked him wﬁzﬁ his feelings wereAhe said
no it was Just evidentaly the pressure of being free it was
almost too much. #nd then I thought one thing that he did
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that was extremely touching, there was qite a bit of money
left in the Ray Becker treasury of the committee at the time
that he was released and he donatéd‘thet money to organizational
activities in the woodworkers union., Is that in the file?
well that's what he did with it. But we couldn't interest
him, he seemed to recognize a duty to go around and visit

the locals that wanted to see him in person and speak to
them. And he made quite creditable talks. They really were
all right what he said. But he had gotten so wrapped up in
his own defense that the Wwrld and its problems had rather
passed him by. And so he occupied himself he went back to
New York and visited a man back there who'd been extremely
interested in the defense of the I.W.w.'s and had contributed
to the Centralia case and to Ray Bécker and also to the
defense of the I.W.W. prisoners in Leaven wrth. #nd he

spent several months back there viéiting him. Then he returned
to fortland and he opened up a little store in Vancouver,
wahhington where he sold these braided belts that he made

to the ship yard workers there during World War II. #nd
during the time when he was livingjwith me whitth he stayed
with me for about three months in my little house in ©t..
Johns. I had no car then any more;than I have now and so

I had a vacant garage and he taugbt my young son the leather
trade. 4And to show you how gentle he was my son who was

then who was possibly ten or eleveb)twelve years old or
somewhere around in there, was absolutely devoted to him.

He was very very gentle. There weare certain things he
couldn't do. I remember one time |a great many veople had
come to our house to see him and @hey all stayed to dinner
and I cooked up this huge meal and I was very annoyed after-
wards that all these people 18f% without helping me with the
dishes because I had to go to worﬁ at the timber worker office
the next morning. »o I told Ray éud my son Mike that they
Bad to do the dishes. And he absplutely had no idea how to
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wash dishes and 1 thought that was very s trange. But nat-
urely all those years in prison he didn't have any facilities
for dish washing in his cell. He had been an extremely nice
looking man according to his pi¢tures that were taken when

he entered& prison. You must have seen some of them didn't you
in the file? But the first time that I mw him when I went

to visit him in Walla Walla I came away with the strangest
impression. He was a person wha had not aged in prison and
yet he didn't look young. He made me think, it was so sad,

he made me think of an apple that's been Rept in refrigeration
for many many months and it still is an apple and yet it isn't
a fresh apple off of a tree. #nd it was so sad. And that's
the way that Lugene Barnett ssruck me also. #nd it also struck
me very sad that after Eugene Barnett got out, and did we
discuss the tragedy of his life that his wife, Eugene Barmett's
wife wanted to lmve him? oShe had I forget whether he was
paroled at the end of twelve or fourteen years but anyway his
wife -

(side two of tape one ends - Barmett's wife had cancer)

And he was allowed out on a compassionate Ileave from prison to
be with her during her Iz st days. <PLut anyway he csme to
Portland. ‘Lhis was some time aftier hae: had been paroled and

he had married and he had two small very charming crildren with
him. He came up to the timber warker office where I was in
charge of the Fortland office ofithe timber workers and I took
this little family to lunch. And,fbe also looked the same as

if the years he'd spent in prison?and yet. He didn't look
young but he evidently had wished to pick up his life the way
it was when he went out and that's why he married this young
woman and had these two little children because he couldn'tc
give up the years during which pepple are getting married

and having children and he'd lost| -

Edna : He spent his honeymoon at our houée, he anqhis bride.
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Julia : Is that right? 4And I remember he struck me as a very gentle
man. 1 remember one of the things we had was soup and it
was very hot and thre little boy, I think it was one boy and
one girl, and he was very concerned that they shouldn't
burn their mouths with a2 hot spoonful of soup and he bent
over and blew on their soup to cool it with a gesture, that's
not suppose to be very good manners, but with a gesture of
such great gentleness. 4nd then I remember also being perhaps
a little puzzled and I don't think I was understanding men
as L became la&ter about these things. He was having financial
difficulties andﬁe thought that the Free Ray Becker “Yommittee
.should raise the money, I forget what he wanted it for.

Zdna : It was to start up his foxfarm..

Julia : To start up his foxfsrm., #nd he lalso had some books of very
bad poetry, very bad poetry that he had nad to publish and
he wanted us to sell these for him. And 1 couldn't understand
why he thought that a committee ahat was set up for the specific
purpose of getting Ray Becker out| should, but he was so used
to Elmer “mith and the Centralia Defense Yommittee solving

all his problems.

Edna : Yes but with so many years in Jjail when he didn't have to get
out and hussle. ‘

Julia : That's right and I understood that in a vague way but yet not
enough so that I was willing to do anything but buy them a
lunch..

bdna : Well we had many of these incidedts you know btrials with him
until Bill got very impatient an& now you know we were younger
then too and didn't realize what made him this way.

Julia : I'm not in favor of anyone who cdn keep out of prison ever
going there for any reason. I‘m}in favor of people running
away and living in the undergroudd to do anything to avoid
going there. There'll be enough people like “ngle Davis. So
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the man that went to #lbska that lesczped and went to &laska
and vesley kverest who shot it out on the bank o@éhe Lewis
rRiver with his pursurers, they were the lucky ones,

The Vnehalis ®iver not the Lewis,

Iio the Chehalis your're right. WUid you ever go out to that
pridge where tioey hung him?

Oh yes.

_ L c ’ .
: And that danned corﬁ?r what was his name? He cut wesley Everest's

talls, as they call them, off in |the car, didn't chey say that
in the affidavit? +~id you read it? +#nd he had them in a
bottle of alcbhol in his desk in the. cornorers office.
Livingston. W%ell you're going td have to give me a glass of
water I got to tezke these p&lls. (bape shut off and I show

her the article on Centralis by McCldland. She begins to

tell how they got Ray Becker outiof prison.) ‘We thought we
could get him out through publicity. We thought we could
force those people to relsase him if enough vpublicity wags

put on the case and we thought we were in a position to do

it because whereas for many yearé after the demise of the
I.%.w. there hadn't been any group to really puch the steam
and pressure and we regaréed the ACIU as a bunch of unrealistic
pantywaisters.. We now had the Woodworkers Union and it was

a good tough union. *nd- then we tegan to get some help from

the 1.L.W.U.. ©®o we believed we had an instrument to work

with but we had to have somethingito hang the publicity on

and so with Ray Becker's permissipn we requested a @ongressional
invéstigation of the whole thing. Now we never deluded our-
selves that we wre going to get obe but we thought by asking

for one it would give us a handle for publicity. So we got
quite a2 few lggislators interesteb in this idea ard we wanted

a LaFollette type investigation. | Course we didn't think we

were going to get it but 1t was jbst something to ask for.

well in the end we decided we'd uge a new angle. #e thought

=
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we'd try to pry him out by scaring the wits out of some of
those paliticians up there that were still in political 1life
that had been involved in the freme up. *~a we collected some
of the more incriminating copies of the more incriminating
affidavits. You can easily see which they were. 4nd we tried
to get an audience between a delagation from the committee

and the governor. bBut we finally we weren't able to get it
with the governor but we got it with the luietanant governor
who was, what was his name? He was a song and dance man to
start with he was quite a character, what wa#his name?

seMurphy?

: No. There must be something about it in the files isn't there?

: It's hard to remember zll the names .

well anyway after all these years I can't remember myself what
was his name. #nyway a carfuk of members of the committee
including Mr. Stevens and myself, and Mr. Weber 1 believe and

a couple other people went up to [Olympias, Dick Meyers was his
name, the luietnant governor, with this stuff. And “ick Meyers
lacor liked him and had connections with him so we didn't

have any trouble to get an audience and how he ever got eleted
when the governor was the tyve of man he was I don't know,

they were quite different. But we sat down with him and

showed him &1l this stuff. ©So wg got the point across that

if we had to go through with this court action which Ray Becker
wanted and we never told the luietanaut governor we didn't
think we were going to get the cqurt action but we talked like
we were, that's what we were going to get, this was all going
to be aired in court. Tlhe newspgpers will pick it up. Well now
it wasn'tt to terribly long after that that lr. Becker's sen-
tence was commuted. Now you kno% how we got him out. Put it
made him very unhappy because he had hoped to get out on an
unconditional pardon and sue the state of Washington. But at
least we got him out.
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How many years early?

Le'd then been twenty years.

How many years early from his sentence?
#ell what did he get twenty-five to -
Hortye.

Yorty years. Well if he got out in 1939 and this was in 1919
i Jedil, in prison.

“hy did he get so much more of a |sentence?

He didn't they all got the same hut they came out on parole
and he refused to take a parole. | But you can see that really
what pried him out was those affidavits and slthough he didn't
type those affidavits or notorizéd those affidavits or get
those affidavits they were segured on the BBasis of the patient
investigation and the effort that he had made to note the case
that was made by Llmer Smith. ©So you can say that there were
two brces that united to get him‘out, the work of Blmer “mith
which really didn't end with his death and the fact that the
members of the I.w.W. who hadn't}turned into "spitoon philo-

sophers" but went on to organiZe|the woodworkers union the

way in which they had used that union as an effective means

to collet these affidavits, to get the money that was necessary
to fund the ¥arious efforts that that's what got him out. ©o
in the end the attorney that he Eed fallen out with has pla yed
an influential part in getting him out too! All of us knew
that and we all knew - I remembeﬁ when lr. Ganns wrote to me
with great embarrasment to explein two letters that he'd got

a hold of in which Ray Becker haé been carrying on about some-
body, the committee or , and he #ays, Are you going ‘to". e
seemed very sairprised that I was Willing to give some of this
what he appsasrently thought was incriminating documents to the
University on this loan deposit, but you know that's all parst

of the history of it. Now I can't think of anything else. Can
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you think of anything else you want to ask?

No. (I shut off the tape. Ilater we are talking about Elmer
helping workers declare baniruptcy)

: But he didn't make any money, he didn't do it for that. He

did it because he thought why shouldn't these guys have a
clean duck their bills and start over again. 4And I think he
was one of the first lawyers who got the idea to do this.

: Yes and during the lockout of the Woodworkers Union in Fatland

Irvine Godman told me that he would tell us what the woodwor kers
should do. #nd he sid, come to think about it, he said this
method that was empdoyed by Elmer ®mith. He waid now you go

out to that, what's the name of that place, where you buy

legal fooms? well it's a bookstore where they sell lggal forms.

:. You mean in Centralia?

. No no here in Portland, He says for me to go up there and get

.
.

some of these forms and he told me which ones to get andhe
would show me how to fill out a pauper's bankruptcy petition.
S0 here the woodworkers are locked out for eight and a half
months and we owed all tihese bills and Irvine Godman told me
explain to the woodworkers because he wasn't their attorney,
they had other attorneys. He sa%d explain to the woodworkers
that if they owe any little people like the cormer grocery or
the paper boy that they should pay that but not admit that
they had done it because it would invalidate the whole proceeding
and then they can go bankrupt on all these people that haven't
donated to the soup kitchen and the s trike fund which we did.
Hundreds and hundreds of us weet;into bankruptey. I filled
out all those forms after he showed me how to do it. That

was Elwer ©°mith. He helped to gét us through that lockout.
You know we won that lockout, we won it.. And how many years
was he dead by that time, that was in '37 and '3%87

Elmer died in '32.
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'32 yeah.

: And Jim died the next year. <{here was a prince of a guy.

.y

Did you like Elmer's wife?
Yes I did.. lsura had a hard time coping with the situation.

I know. Well there was one other thing I didn't want to tell
you but - (tape shut off) Among the little notes in Elmer's
file there was a note that stated that the aunt anqﬁncle of
one of the men that had, one of the Legionaires, has some
very interesting information about the way in which their
nephew had died. Now es I recall that's about all it said,.
those aren't the exact wrds. 9o mow I forget which of the
four legionaires it was but it wasn't Warren Grimm. Let's
see the others were Ben Cassandra. One of them was named
Macklefresh andwhat was the fourtp one? 1t was so long ago.

(@%earch through an article with the names in it) ORay here
we go. "Mackelfresh, Grimm, Cassandra, Earl vatts."

- Barl watts?

e

(Reading) "Was critically wounded several days" oh no he
recovered..

Oh no because I can't remember that he was one. <~omeone else,
there were four andthe names are on that bloomiung statue up
there..

\
Come the revolution that's the fi&st thing were're going to do -

Hubbard!

Hubbard, yeah Hubberd. 5 were're going march into Centralia
million strong and tear that thing down.
|

: Right I sgree with that.

And build a new monument -

You'll find me marching right with the Communists when you do
it too because I approve with that. In fact I think all the
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workers will do it. But now it #asn't Hubbard and it wasn't
Grimm so it was one of the other two. o I went to see this
couple. Now they were quite elderly at the time I went to see
them and they had testified for the defense for the defense
because they had been dwn there watching the parade.. At the
time of the trial in lontesano they testified for the defense.
S0 they were quite willing to tell me what Elmer meant in this
extremely cryptic note that he had left. But they were not
willing to sign an £fidavit because they had suffered so hid-
eously both from members of their family and neighbors and the
town in general because although their nephew hdd died in that
they had testified for the defense that they after all those
years it was so sharp in feir minds that they wouldn't make an
affidavit. But L made an affidavit which you should have seen
in the file at the time 1l turned it over to co¥er that. Yime
L turned that stuff over to the University of washington. <Lhey
say that when they went to the fﬂneral parlor to view their
nephews body, they asked the corgorer or his atteedant, Tcmean
the manager of the funeral parlor or his attendant where their
nephew was shot. “nd he had not been shot, heddied as the
result getting the back of his hQad knocked in with a club. *o
do you see how he died. In the rush to break into the hall,
the smashing of that hall since those men were carrying clubs
and other things, one of his owniwar camarades had by accident
and inadvertantly smfished in the back of his head. Now think
of that. He wasn't killed by th&se that shot from within the
hall to protect themselves. Iow if you turn that off % (tape
is turned off. She talks about ﬁhe Yommunists) (Later on

the way home in the car I turned the'tape recorder on again
without her knowing it) Going back to Centralia after all
those years after thidhad happengd and talking to some of
those people. I talked to a2 young msn whose name I got off
the lyoct list that was no longer young and had grown up a

lot since he haa helped to lynch «eley varest‘in Centralia
and he had a family there. #nd 1 was very sorry for him
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because he was tryinz to exvlain to me, I forget if he signed
an affidavit or not, that he @lmitted that he was in the car that
took wesley Everest out bo the bridge. Or at least he was in
the group of cars that went out, % forget exactly which. He
was very young when bChis happened, he got casught up in the mob
hysteria and in the interium twenty years since h»d gotten
interested in unions and I think he even belonged to one, may-
ve even the wodworkers union I forget! But if anyone had ever
told me that I would ever have any sympathy for anyone that
ever was involved in that I wouldn't have believed it. You
know I had sympathy for him and I think eveun, kothing like that
could ever have happened to me but I had different kinds of
parents than he had with a different kind oﬂ%pbringing with
2ll these wonderful people that were always visitmng out at our
house. But I could see how it could happen to him and he had
changed, obviously he had changed, And he was @ite torn with
what he thought he should do and I don't know if I remember
finally talked him into signing an affidavit or if we didn't
use it unless we had to or if he just wouldn't go quite that
far. But in going around after all those years you can see

the way that people's lives have been effected by all this.
For instance I went to see that man that was leading the parade
now what was his name, VYormier I believe. But anyway I couldn't
get an &£fidavit out of him either but he was being eaten away
by a strange desease anqhe obviously thought that this was
judgement of God was on him. “nd}it had eaten avay pne ear

and it had eaten away one eye. He took off the patch and
showed it to me an%his days were ﬁumbered because it was ming
to eat away his brain. Yhe doctors didn't know what it was.

S50 he told me about some of things that happened to some “the
bthers that were closely involvedj, the smashing into the jail
and lynching #esley Lverest and it was really. He believed in
that sort of thing which & don't,I You just wondered. Several
of them have been killed in accidénts. One had committed
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sucide and a great many of them the things that happened to
them and then when the men began to come back on parole this
man that had been the special prosectter C.D. Cunningham.

I'm sure is one of the wickdest p?ople of all times was quite
sure that they were going to get him, I suppose when you
assist in sending someone up for twenty five to forty years
you never think of them ever getting out and being a danger

to you and neither do you think about the vhole sentiment of
thdtown changing like it had changed in that time. And so
what he did when they began to come out he bought this laxge
and savage dog and never went anyplze without this dog because
he thought one of these men were Qoming out on parole that
they'd get him. #nd he didn't realize that in the first place
the ones that I'd met wéie quite, not the kind of people that
would hurt a fly and in the secon@ plce after you have spent
that many years in prison you just obviously don't have what
it takes to go around killing people as a matter of revenge.
£nd then I can't remember now whether it was John *amb , it
was onqbf the two older ones that|got out on parole and went
back to Centralia or whether it was that other one 0.C. Bland,
I think it was John lamb,well som% years after he was imprisoned
some man move@& into his wife's house to help her with expenses
and she had a child by him. Well when he got out of prison he
went back home and kbkey kept the ¢hild there. All these things
and ways in which their 1lives had;been changed by this exper-
ience, people to people inside and outside of prison.

(I shut off tape) |







