
Interview with Herb Edwards
"Vobbly, at his home 251° 45th 3 "r
Seattle, "hshingtou on October 1, 1Q?2
from 2-4 om bv Tom Cooeland

Tom : Could you tell me, I forget,, where in !• inland were you born?

Herb : Norway.

Tom : Norway, I mean Norway yeah. Where-?

Herb : Oh, north of Trorpeim, right on the coast line there between
Nampsos, the town that was obliterated by the Nazis when they
moved into Norway that day. And incidently that was the only
town-when Hitler made a name. -?hat was just a small town you
know, just a few thousand in Population In a beautiful setting.
Brit Hitler used that town as an example to show "hat would
happen to the Allies when he got through with them you see.
Because the Prerich and the English came in there, unprepared
you see and of course the Lufwaffer you -mow chased them out
of there and they had to take out there and so on. But any
way it's between that Ijam#sos and Tron^ieim on the coa,st line
there is where I v/as born.

Tern : -hat did your father do?

Herb : fisherman, yeah fisherman. I ~ot a picture of him and the place,
I could show you the place -here I was born which wouldn't
mean anything really but Helen has seen it. We take a trip
over there. I was thirty-nine years away from there before
I v is i ted i t the f i rst t ime, - - -nd i f I hadn' t broken ankle
in Alaska ^oing sking I probably -would never have seen it.
Because I had -ell you know.you feel what's the life, you
know the .youth is gone, you are up in years and -'hat the
heck. But after J. once took a tr ip then I enjoyed i t . I
found all that warm reception and the welcome you got from
md I had a hell of a lot of relatives you know. Ty brother-
is now in the summertime t: ere fishin^ salmon, him and his
two sons, two of his sons rather.
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J.0IQ ■V, _ .,, J -■ J r0U come over to the United 3tat.es?

. 7-.s sixteen years on my ,vay over no and not beinv
don't care ho'v old a ( laughs) category the"r rut me

.11. x,|eiolasa v/as incidently older than I am ".rhen lie kicked
He must have had an exc i t ing l i fe in between. . 'e l1■̂  -L .'. •

through England on the day -rhen old King
VU-ov>rl; r ! * " o v - - r ! - t o c ? n i l T ^ I o r l

Ton ■. And 'vhere did you Land?

Herb : I landed in Ouebec. I came over on a goddamned cattle boat
ive been. You kno'v in those days there were somay e.R P * Q 1 " 1 V i

man"-r yon eno-v.

hat did you do "'hen you got there?
T o l ! had a cousin or I had several cousins, hut I had a cousin

;consin in a sawmill tovra there so I. Phis is :vhat E
;o. i i i Hisconsin a place celled %soa, Wisconsin in

Sav fi e1d d ount y o t . o v > t p f l e o t e ^ j 1 s nd e cl s o
.om : liv did you decide to come over0

r> ■ 1 ■ ~ o ■: i ,' oop 7* "1 p '•-.- i t d d -/hor-
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Hind of

' p i " ?ome damn thj

a aee diet
-ot alon'-- '.'i?
'"17:1 m>1"; v* r3 i

z hOi

s t a p l e d i e t a r d i t d i d n ' t
j"''een seas i ^^ness p^d too ^tt^Vi hsY*~?>i k^o1
lis is 'vhat drove me a"ray 'from home.
i . T h e r e a s v i ' t r e v o l t a g a i n s t p - r e n t i a l
• robab ly fe l t l i ke most youngsters tha t

s tood and a l l you -mo"". ve ra seve ra l
'•robably I had the most neuretic temaer and

s p o s i t i o n
4-

irm1

a op-it me
Know but anyv/ay tnev -'/'ere very concerned
vor years thee had s bee ->"eadv ~n-r ■ n0 to
s tand ing in the lo f t the re , U3 : :d to s lee t )

I sent hone some monev r:eid they bought this snecial bed -vj th
bedclothes and everything e.nd that ;.*/as 'alt in a to^ ve al3

!om : do v Ion~ vou "or?: in
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Herb : Oh I only worked there til the ~ollowin~ snring. I Jte-ft there
in March 1911 and -ent to Send ?ointj Idaho by train. -nd I •
woke up on the train the folio- rivi~ morninr. a were just
■vest of Pargo and my money was ~one. I must have been robbed
during the night probably it dropped out of my pocket, went
to sleep you know, your're young and you trust everybody "and
there I found myself with two bits in my pocket. I v/as
going to Sand Point, Idaho and I was like the Frenchman says,
"alone on the nrarrie and I couldn't speak a word of language"
he said, hell so was I (laughs). I couldnft speak a wDrd of
language e i ther. So I used that two b i ts . I d idn ' t te l l my
partner. I didn t want to suspect him at all. He was a kind
of a sporty sort of a guy but I wouldn't want to accuse any
body. Somebody got through my socket and got it but that's
neither her6 nor there anyway. But that's nart of the minor
tragedies of life when you c-re younp; you "mow and can't
speak the language and facing the unknomi, the strange conditions,
So I bought a lunch box. At that time you could get a lunch
for two bits and in there -was salt. After I ate al l the
food everytime when I felt hind of g»unt I just tooK. b. little
bit of salt and I drunk some water. So I reached Sand Point
on a Saturday ni::ht and we .vent to work the next morning. He
was quite a rustler. He knowed somebody that was there and

-• he found out a 'olace we could get to stay. And that man had
a kind of important job in the mill. I think he was a scaler
the people we are staying vith, so he got us a job and I
went to work for the Humbolt, no wh^t the hell was the name,
Humbblt I think Lumber Company in Sand Point.

Tom : And what did you do?

Herb : Oh I worked in the yard and we ,rero handling heavy lumber and
of course I was anxious for t ?o things. ~ '//anted to keep the
job because I was broke and also -hen you are younp: you wrant
to show off your strength you see. So the climate was strange
to me. I left '.Vis cons in I think there was eiight below zero
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-.'hen I left "Wisconsin and I got there and they h^d early spring
weather but it was cold. Tne sun was pvot but it vas cold in
the shade so //hen every chance I had I go and staivd In the
shade you see to cool off end the sweat be running so after
I had worked there three days I came downoneumoiiia. And I
spent eleven days in the hospital and about the longest days
I've ever ~yit in. You kno^ nothing to read, couldn't read
much English anyway. And I didn't know anybody although
the people I stayed with there they came and visited me and
so did the fellowT I came A'est with, but they were a long
eleven days. The nurses there -//ere uretty good. One of
them there she was kind of a rough, the best looking one,
she was kind of rough. Only thing I remember she snanked me
on the rump one time and she said something hut I didnrt
understand -what the hell she said.

Tom : How long did you rork there?

Herb : 7ell then I worked there all summer there for ^while and then
I found on. about a place ..here I could get you "mow- a few
hits more a day. So I ^-uit there and I -went to r- place called
Pover, Idaho and went to work there. I worked there all
summer til the mill shut down in the fall.

Tom : Then where did you go?

Herb ; Then I went took in the ice harvest. "Te cutting ice there and
T kind of caught a bad cold there so I qiit there mot into town
and got a job. You catch one on the light chain you know and
the big blocks of ice and you score them In the town* And
then after that I think I nut in a few days on the wools
there with a fellow. I 'Chink I got canned if I remember
right you see there was a cranky native there I worked with
there falling timber and there I was a greenhorn kid you know
I cound't talk too well and I guess he ~ot disgusted anyway
I think I got canned if I remember right. So then I -vent to
work there wasn't much to do in you know wintertime so I

cord wood, a fellow and I. He wasn't very good
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so my partner he quit and " stayed there alone in that shack
for awhile. Course I didn't get all the money wasn't much.
But I never forget that place because I stayed in a small
cabin there and the cabin was lined with newspaper and they
were all newspaper that told about history of that part of
the country. So I walked around that cabin at night when I
had. a lamp and read the history of the country there (laughs)
on the wrallpaper those newspapers and of course I picked up
a little English too you know my vocabulary increased. But
that blowed up why that was in the spring of 1912 I run into
a young Swede there, a houng husky Swede and 'we decided to
go to Canada. He had known somebody there were railroad
construction in Canada and they had some heavy construction
going on there in ."British Columbia and we decided to " go up
there and he thought we had a job and -hen we came there there
was no job so we had quite a journey. I never forget him
though he could play mouth organ. So he was happy go lucky
fellow no matter what it -/as he wa- a good mood he h^d a
great big grin on his face. Pie was a real hap\vy go luclcy
S';ede from the southern part of Sweden, Poosland. And there
he was walking ahead of me with that mouth organ. In later
years you know after I read the :Died Piper of Hamline you
know he remind me he was the Pled Piper you know and I was
kind of trailing behind him through the snov/ (laughs). And
so we got jobs and so on. I could tell you all of the
history. God, we've crowded so much into my life in those
days you know and especially --'hen you are rustling for job.
I never was any good at burning you knoT". There was a 'art
of this square head r>ride I guess. And so I guess I was
too cowardly to steal and I was too nroud to bum, so I lost
a few meals along the way (laughs).

Tom • : v/here in Canada -as this?

Herb : Oh in British Columbia took in ITelson. I got a job then after
we on the double back there I got the job on the mill, on the
sawmill. And veil I was rebellows and ray judgement wasn't too
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good but I was rebelious. They had terrible food there and
they had some butter so rancid it tasted like sugar. So one
night I called for the butter on the table and I gathered u^
there and I took :he whole r;oddawned shebang and I could
gather un and threw' the son of a bitch outside (laughs) and of
course that didn't make me very papular! And they had a big
black fellow was waiting on the table -nd I was lucky that he
didn't clean my clock (laughs)! /el l anyway I got on to
Nelson. I got a job on the boat. I wasn't very big but I
looked kind of husky and workwise I guess and active you
know, quick on my feet and so I met that fellow on the street,
mate of one of those rubber boats there so I got a job there
for awhile• I had a partner there while he stayed I pais fdr
the room rent so that took cere of th^t but he took in
another man so I had quite a responsibility there. Then I
got pneumonia or bad cold anyway I forgot what it -/as so I
laid off *nd he took my job and he like it so well so -/hen
I got well I didn't have the heart enough to, so I let him
kee-o the job and I went to look for another lob.

Pom : ..here did you go?

Herb : Then I 'went to a place called Kelson Landing right on the end
of Arrowhead Lake beautiful country in the spring of the year.
A narrow lake with mountains coming up on both sides and you
see flock of deers there you know and get on the boat at mid
night and it took til afternoon til we come to a olace called
Arrowhead and then there is a short distance from there to
Rubblestoke and so I got working around there in the woods
you know without going to the details it was pretty good
conditions and so on. And then in the spring of the year
then I got a job in a place called Comaple:>: and it was quite
an interesting place. It was a bay in from, the lake and the
savmill there and there were no policemen of anykind and so
the people had to police themselves you know. The only crime
that was committed there that I know of .lust before -ve come
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there a prostitute had been miwdered ?nd they never I guess
discovered who had done that. But outside of that why the
people seemed to get along pretty good without any policemen
around.

Tom : 'Thy do you think they got along?

Herb : rell I think because they had interests in common. T.7hen people,
the reason there is so much crime in the city is the economic
divisions between the have and the havenots, that's the major
reason for crime. People have got to be something wrong with
the people's mind if they have security, if they have a
feeling of. There may be crimes against person due to a
psychological and neurotic disturbance but that is only
a minor portion of the population and so they got along
because they have interest in common. They were practically
on the same level. But then the racial question raised it 's
ugly head you see. There was some Hindus working there and
some of the young people you know got a few drinks there a
fellow we called, what the hell did we call him, we called
him Teadybear. And he got a few drinks one Saturday night
you know and he uoppud off and the Hindus felt insulted and
so they organized against and so we damned near had a riot
there. B ut "re managed to stop it. Especially a friend of
mine a fellov/ from Oslo, a big Horgewian fellow used to be
wrestler in his youngest days and still was a giant of
strength but beside had a good nature. He could sing and he
played a guitar happy go lucky fello'tr everybody liked him
and quite a lady's man beside so he got along pretty well.
And he kind of had to stop it. "EJven the Hindus respected
him. The Hindus had some weight lifters there they had
something they would lift but he was the only one of the
whites that could l i f t them. They were professional then.
But anyway we managed there but we had another one there that
could show, there were some people from the Balkans states
that ~*oseked there you know an(j they got into trouble .with a
he was an Anglo Samon of some kind, American Indian and he
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kind of wanted to treat them as inferiors you vnowr and they
come to a crash one day and they -ere rroin^ to knock hell out
o f h im. Course everybody got in to i t . I ' l l never fo rget
that incident because there was a little fellow you 'mow, he
was typical hoosier you can find in any riot. Pie couldn't
do anything else so one of them fellows lost his hat and I
can see him .yet jumping up and do- n on the hat of that fellow
you know, taking out his resentment of that fellow by jumping
on his hat. Just showing the characterist ics of people that
were having the mob spirit.

Tom : Howr long were you there?

Herb : Oh I wasn't there very long, never stayed. I was just like I
was driven by demons. I was in Rubble stoke on Christmas and
I got interested in a Swedish girl that 'worked in the hotel
there and v/e got pretty good friends and after Christmas
there I —ent out in another camp.

Tom : Can you tell me what kind of work you did at the c-^mp?

Herb : /ell you know they were mostly all manual labor you know, -ork
-ith an axe. swamping trails and so on. I didn't have much
experience yet, I think I was "ail ing timber \ith one and of
course fal l ing t imber there was different than in the long log
you know for a fellow long logger out there it was just like
cutting, brush '/hen. you were . working in the short log. country,.,
those big ttees, there. Even triming the logs you were towed
together and so on here it was only one man on the saw. Course
now they have power saws is the difference since I left the
woods. So then I run into another bunch of Swedes you know
adventarous two brothers and another fellow. They wrere going
up on a job above a place called Gulden and that Gulden is
on the C.P.R., the Canadian Pacific. And they -/ere building
a road between Gulden and, it's all in that goddamn, I could
let you glance through my second manuscript I have. Tells
some of the things that happened. And so "re rent nr> there
for that job and cut right away end there was no transportation.
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"e walked on the other end of the line getting close to Cran-
brook and then doubled back. 7e got a contract there crossed
them right away and we had quite a time in the spring of the
year it was cold at night and --e run out of money and our
feet got sore getting them wet and traveling wasn't very
long. It wasn't anything like the Long 1 larch of the Chinese
or anything comparison or Hanibal crossing the Alpes or so
on but still for us you know it was quite a deal. But there
was one fellow in the bunch there you know he v/as an out
standing character. Hell of a good guy to get along with
but he l ike to f ight i f he got into trouble i f anybody
would challenge him he could, he know ho--r to handle himself.
He got into all kinds of scraps.

Tom : Then up until the time -here you were in Eureka In 1922 were
you s t i l l jus t t rave l ing around?

^erb : Oh yeah, -ell I come over here in 1914 then you see. I lost
a toe. I went into railroad building out of Camlups what they
call shortcut there across the Hone Mountains ther4-")" in Canada
ever to another place and in about forty miles there I think

• they had fourteen tunnels. It v/as very rough construct ion ,<,
And through a misunderstanding I worked in a trap tunnel. How
I don't think they have such a thing now. They use gas shovel
to get in there. At that time they only had a steam shovel
you see and of course they couldn't transport them In on the
job. They would cut a tunnel through a big gravel cut you
see and then they put in cross pieces on top see as yon go
along into the cut you open them and then you trap the dirt
into a car you see. And I was cleaning out the track and I
told him to hold the cover and the excited Yippo you know he
it was all niece work we "ere .working for and they wrere pro
duction hungry and I guess that scissorbill on top there he
c/ened the trap and it pretty near kil led me. Put I hear
it started to come so I stepped back and I couldn't get very
far because the timber behind me had broken you see the timber
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v/as that way broken in the middle down so I get back as far as
T could but one rock hit another rock and roiled over and messed

my toe. So there put me fifty-seven days in the hospital
bel ieve i t or not for a broken toe. I got infect ion on i t
so they finally cut it off and I think the doctor was a done
fiend anyway and I was lucky I come out of there alive. That
was quite a hospital, just a tent on top of a mountain. They
had no nurse, the fellow that was n^rse he had been a cobbler
couldn't make his living at that so he got himself a job as
a male nurse in a hospital. \nd everybody v/e re lousy I didn't
know I. was but they came and sat on my bunk there you see so
everyone infected the other. And that fellow was an English
man the male nurse and he had a mustache that stood out
straight l ike that (gestures) you trained them sharp, I can
::ee him yet. And he. couldn't make coffee, could make tea
alright but he made coffee the same as tea and course he just
poured a cup of water on it, the coffee floated on top and he
put sugar in it so one morning you know you get cranky layiing
there .anyway so I told him about that, I didn't warit no* sugar
in my coffee. And so one morning I looked at the cup and he
says, ,!Ho sugar in your coffee this viorning sir?" TrHon I says,
"And there's no coffee in it either" so when he was over I
took the cup and I throw the son of a bitch out of the window
(laughs). T7ell anyway I recovered and more jobs and so on
and anyway I was there when tie war started I rent out to
Vancouver there. That's about the time when the war started
and I got a job in the haying. It's too many jobs you know
I guess I have to tell you would wear out your time. But I
rustled so i kept the wolf from the door, a few bucks you
vnow. I took in the haying and had quite an experience there
too to show you what poverty of people you know. Big family,
poor people had, couldn't hire anybody. They couldn't pay
those they hired and they couldn't feed you. So one day there
the oldest son he was jnst a hid then he was driving the
team and he was all right bat he tipped the damn load over
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and of course the hay balled ■ro you know hell of a pitch
it back again you had a tough job. So he started to make
excuses. So I told hi". I -says, "Ch that's all r ight boy, don't
blame yourself", I say::, "if I had started as young'as you
have I wouldn't be able to do half as much" I told the kid.
That night when v/e come in for supper it v/as plenty to eat
but it was silence at the table. I guess he had told. Yeah,
well the little things stick, in .your memory when .you are young.
I had a young second growth Horgewian. He was born here a
red headed fellow* and they had a farmer's couple they had a
daughter there a big husky girl, an overgrown farm girl
and she took a notion to my partner and she chased him all
around the place I guess and I think and he got an infer
iority complex. So he wanted to quit and so v/e quit and
went into town. And he was very patriotic about the war you
see and I have heard him -pop off there at the drug store
and telling them all you know he was very concerned about
licking the Kaiser. So one Sunday morning we had mush for
breakfast and we had blue skim milk and there was a big farm
at that time he had a milk check of nine hundred dollars
that month before and that took quite a lot. of milk in those
days so I .didn't know what to think of. So I heard a pop
so I said (laughs). I am ever religious you know so I -said,
"God must have a tough time to decide who he's going to
favor." I says, "How the Haiser, the Germans say that, he's
on their side and the Allies say that God is on their side
and how is he going to make a decision?" 7/ell I could see
the hair raising on the farmer's head you know. He says,
"You know what the Bible says about a man that don't believe
in God?" He said, well anyway he let me know that he was
a fool. "Yeah, it may be true" I says, "But I have also
heard there's no fool l ike an old fool!" ( laughs) Had to
have an answer. So I quit right after and went into
Vancouver and shortly aft-r that we came over here. Ye
had to have money to you know to enter back into the
states so I lend my partner money to got over and he sent it
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back to me but if he had be:n dishonest I would have been
stuck there you see! Put anyway he got over here and I kind
of lost t rack of him after.

Were you in the service during the Pirst 7/orld "Var?

Yeah I got in for a few months.

Did you go anywhere?

Ho. he were ready to go overseas. 7/e were supposed to be
organized the thi r teenth div is ion of a l l th ings the lucky
or unlucky or whatever. vfe were supposed to go to Siberia
you see that's when they had that General Gr0ves I think it
was, expeditionary forces when they send there to help the
Russian '.Thite Guards you know they always had to this
democratic country had to see that the Csars interests was
taken care of. So I think that 1 'didn't mind so much if I
was going, see otherwise there would be an experience anyway
part of it adventure you know out I didn't like to go to
Siberia. By that time you kno>-- I v/as getting class con
scious enough and I read enough sc I know pret
the score v/as.

much what

Tom

Herb

Tom

Herb

w *>

•Tnat year was that?

And when v/as the first time you had heard of the I

Oh I heard that in British Columbia. I worked with a bunch
•of Swedes. I always had a lot of Swedes up there you know
and I got along pretty good with them and in fact when I
came down from British Columbia I talked more Swedish than
Horgewian by that time. I murdered the English language
properly at that time eve i v-orst than I do now. So a fellow
came into the camp. He was Southerner, he looked like a
•v at do you call those people down in the Everglades there.
He was a dark fellow you know maybe Prench probably even a
little I don't "Vrnow ■••ouldn't be surprised if he was both
colored blood and Indian blood in him but the Principal part
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was white you know. ".That the hell do they call those people
down there? hell anyway they had a certain name for it.
""aybe you rr. member Helen?

Helen : Not mulattos? (Helen is Herb's wife.)

Herb : Ho anyway he had literature with him and so on. I have heard
about the Vobblies before. I have heard about the strike of
the year before there they had a strike on the railroad. I
never got up around there then.

Tom : './hat year v/as that?

Herb : That was in 1912 I think yeah they had a strike there on the
Canadian northern. Joe Hill was there to? and he wrote a
song about it, the song called the Canadian For them Strike.
"The gunnysack contractors have all been" what the hell does
it go now well anyway and he came in there. He had literature
with him and he tarred about the I. Vv.. And that's the f irst
time I run into one who had a rigging as we call it you .know
there was a delegate and had literature with. him. and had
experience about the organization,

Tom : hat did you thin1" about him?

Herb : "ell course I didn't know much about it but they hit me some
of the things, the rank and f i le control and better condit ions
and I didn't see no reason that they shouldn't have better
conditions because be honest with you even the American
propaganda Is that everybody that come to this country leaves
such a bad conditions that there's paradise no matter what
you do which wasn't the case with me. I had a better
standard of living at home than I had here part of the time
and at least more freedom and so on. I wasn't so restricted
by employment, control of the employers no organization and
so OV-.0 So what I heard appealed to me and of course they
put their best foot forward too. They tel l you the things
that sound good, everybody does. Everybody who has some
program or plan they are out to you know there is a certain
amount of brainwashing going on and nobody have a monopoly
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on that. But the only thing is you feel that the radicals by
and large have the best of the -rgmnent because all they need
to do is to tell the tr^.th and then they have a good argument.

cm : Pid you hear much about the I. A . after that then?

Herb : Oh yeah. Then when I come over here I heard Big Thompson you
know, Jim Thompson that big giant speaker and he was a won
derful speaker. He pretty much stereotyped. He didn't have
very much of a variety of a speech but he had the best voice
of any platform speaker I have ever heard and that includes
them all. I have heard Teddy Roosvelt and I have heard the
other Roosvelt and a lot of them. I didn't hear Debs I am
sorry to say but James Thompson had a wonderful voice, strong,
penetrating, warm, sonorous, ^o I heard him on the schedule
you see but I wasn't quite ready. I had a Lutheran Horseman
complex then being different anz being a radical.I read stuff
in the newspaper beginning to r~ad you kno"*' and it was all
bad you know. 'Veil it sounded rood but I didn't want to be
asked. I had a goddamned sense oi: resoectibllity and of course
that's a bad thing for any radical to have you know a sense of
resnectibi l i t ,y I guess to a certain extent i t could probably
linger on yet you. know. I don't kno-^ut it doesn't much you
see but I did at that t ime and that must have had something
to do wi th i t . I t wasn ' t fa i r i t was more that I s t i l l had
that touch of rel ig ion, Lutheran rel ig ion you know st i l l
after I came to this country at t imes I sti l l said my prayers.
But of course now to be truthful I have no such religion.
It sounded a nice story, a lot of nice stories in the Bible.
The sermon on the Mount, Ruth and the book of Eater and all
of that there good nice reading and all of that. But for me
it is just part of the history of . the human race. Our hel l
is right here and our heaven is -hat we manage to mave of
whatever -ve have. But that's beside the point I don't want
to mo into that but that's my feeling now but at that time I
st i l l had a certain amc.ni t of i t a l though I didn' t pract ice
-^ueh religion.,I v/as r"ind of a touch of being a had boy and so
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on. But I st i l l had a sense of social consciousness. I
always 'nave and I still have yet a strong belief In that part
of the Golden Rule of wanting to do unto others as I want
them to do unto me. I'l l never loose that regardless of any
religious concept because I think that has nothing to do
wi th re l ig ion. I th ink there is someth ing that is inherent
in humankind. I think the old Vikings practiced the old
pagans, practiced as much as they do-how, probably more even
those .'dio hate one another I think v/e re more honest In the
social relation than we are today than we are today, than we
are today.

Tom : How did your feelings then change about the I. V.7.?

Herb : You mean?

Tom : 7 /e l l f i rs t you d idn ' t -

Herb : *7hy I dropped out you mean0

Tom : Ho.
- r ^ b̂ : Oh how I come to change. 7'ell then of course there v/e re

strikes coming on and so on but it took me a long time and
I heard about it a lot and god 7 didn't believe they was
something, there v/as a blcok there. I tell you the Everett
I.Iassacre had a lot to do with it. "hen they came out during
the trial. You see I don't have, I may be claiming too much
•vhen I sound nationalist ic that 's a lot of bullshit I guess
in some old people but I think maybe because of the simple
life some of the square heads as we call them you know my
own race I think I had a most trusting, they have a tendency '
to trust easy yon. know. They are simple minded. They trust
easy and when they read something they can't conceive of
anybody putting all that lies in the paper .and of course
they have the monopoly of propaganda you see they tell you
about what was goin^ on. The terrible thing the Yfabblies
did It was almost a curse on. Jesus Christ It was something,
those people -/ere terrible! They didn't have no sense of
re l ig ion , o f pa t r io t i sm o f any th ing . They were jus t te r r ib le
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people you see that's the newspaper came in then you see.
And they never give them credit for anything that was good.
How I can truthfully tell people and look them right in the
eye and say that the'I. '.'.". did more good to change conditions
with less members and less money than any organization that
ever hit this country and I can truthfully say it even though
I was out for a long time but that v/as over a personal pro
p o s i t i o n .

Tom : 7hen did you join the I. 7.'7.?

Herb : I joined in 1917 about the time just before the big strike
started the big lumber strike, the big general lumber strike
^ a r t e d .g u

Tom •: ..hy did you join?

Herb": "'ell (laughs) I am not going go give you any dramatic account
of that or anything credit because there was a Pr.ench Canadian
I --'orked with in the woods there and he v/as a Ycbbly. Heyas
a member at that zlme and when he met me in town there he
started to. "V.'ell" I says, "on some of these days I'm going
up there and join." I was for them and bought their papers
and so on but to actually get o'\t a card you know when you
have not belonged to any organization before. And T had a
bad example up in Canada. I joined some fraternity organisation
that didn't pan out so I was kind, of shying away from joining
something that would turn out bad. So he told me to get'up
there. "-Jell come with me up to the hall". "Oh some day".
"Nov/" he says, "now is the time". So I went along with him
and I never forgot it because about less than two years after,
by that time I had becom.e a firebrand and active and I. met
him in town I was stationary delegate in town because you know
we couldn't have no secretary. They raided the hall and so on
so the stationary delegate was sort of like a boat lagging
delegate- you see avid so they call them a stationary delegate
instead of a secretary. So I run into him. I -anted to take
out credentials. "Ho" he said, ho didn't have the education,
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couldn' t help mysel f v/as alv/ays up to something. I had more
luck than sense and o f course one o f the t i l i ng i s tha t bas ica l l y
vou v~aow I guess I acted like a big innocent hoosior but wnen
it cor.es to any .act ion I ■•■■as in al l k inds of. I could have
got in the short t ime I v/as in the array there was three
d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s I c o u l d h a v e g o t t e n i n t o s e r i o u s t r o u b l e
and I d idn ! t unders tand tha t a t tha t t ime . I was as bad as
a fel low v/e cal led Harr is Smith. He came down from Alaska
a f te r t he Cen t ra l i a t r oub le , .Ve i l he had been up i n A laska
where every thin; v/as free and easy you know you speak your
mind and so what you know. There was more of the pioneer
spir i t up there you 'mo-.: and the peoale hadn't had the
r e s t r i c t i o n * To w h e n h e h e a r d a b o u t t h e h o s i l i t i e s a g a i n s t
the Vobbl ies he went u.p to the nol ice stat ion and he planted
his red card on the desk and he says, ??I hear you are locking"
f o r Vo b b l i e s ? " e l l j f t h e y h a d n ' t t h i n k h e w a s c r a z y t h e y
p robab ly wou ld have k i l l ed h im ( l aughs ) . Or e l se th rown h im
in the can and beat him \vp. hater I met the same fel low but
I d i g r e s s . I g o t t o t e l l y o u s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h e H i r s t H o r l d
"'Tar.

(End of side one, tape one)

I wo rked w i th h im in t he ea r l y sp r i ng j us t be fo re I go t I n to
the army and I worked with him in Tacorna and ve -worked on a
cons t ruc t ion job on a bu i ld ing . !~nd we had a s lave d r i ver
that v/as carnenter fon&ian. Most of these goddamned carpenter
these wood butchers you know were pretty rough anyway and
tha t open shop I guess tha t t ime. 3o he go t p re t ty sassy
to us and he. " . /e l l go and look so more you are looking
for some forms*1. The rest- of them had sense to not say any
th ing bu t I to ld them there a re no fo rms there . I says we
couldn ' t f ind any. " ' .Vei l " he says, "go and look some more
don ' t s tand around there . " ind chewed the rag and so I says,
"Hou ~o and tave a f ly ing" and so on for yourse l f . And he
s a y s , " I ' l l d o t h a t i n a m i n u t e . " " e l l I s a ^ ^ s , " O k a y " s o
I took r iwk t a f te r h im and he took ou t o f t he bu i l d ing .
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And my partner keep nettling me all day. I v/as going to
forget about it but he keep nettling me you know, he -/anted
to get me to. 3o I Brent there and I challenged the foreman
right at the gate there when he was through at night. Course
I got canned there immediately, whether I got canned or quit
I don't know, remember. And I challenged him but then he
t r ied to ta lk me over to i t . "Ve i l " , he says , " I d idn ' t
mean anything" he says* "I talked to you like a father
talked to your son." "Ho" I says, "you don't have to. I
wouldn't be your son anyway but you could talk to me like
a man you son of a bitch." Anyway it didn't come to blow or
anything but my paxtner he wanted me to see that I got into
fight you see because there was another fello- there he tells
me I forgot all about that. He claimed I took him by the
neck and I held him over the building you see he was a
hardboiled bastard. They were rough in those days you know
when you had no organization. That's when you learn to
appreciate an organisation like the I.Y,h '*. or a union you
see. I worked for a short time on a building job in San
Francisco there and the superintendent there was around
there his name incidently was -'cDonald. Hever said anything
to me but a young carpentar there he abused him something
awful over nothing because he wouldn't turn out enough work.

Tom : Here you involved in any strikes before 1r^ 19?

Herb : Ho, walkouts and so on, no real strike, no real strike. I
should be ashamed to tell you after being here In this
country for so long. But no I hadn't. Protest and walkout
over chuck and incidently but no organized strike, no.

Tom : "Hiere were you when the Centralia incident happened?

Herb : I was on my way, I met that fellow as I told you when I come
into to town here and he wanted a rigging slinger and I was
on my way to Centralia on answer the call for help. "Britt
Smith vou know or the organization down there he was the'



Herb 20

secretary they wanted help do/n there. Didn't know v#iat
was going to happen but they wanted to get some footloose
members so I was going to do that. By that time you know
I 'vaa right in the fanatical fevor then, anything goes. And
so I came into town and Eric a fellow by the name of Eric
Greenburg wanted a rigging slinger and I went out south of
Tacorna by close to a place called McKenna outside of Tacorna
and I went to work slinging rigging for him and- that hap
pened three days afterwards so I missed It. I had run into
then to some sissorsbill in the cairn so I got kind of rough
with him and of course they thought they had it their own way
when they heard about this you know. About the Hobblies
ki l l ing al l these exsoldiers you know just shooting into a
parade and killing innocent; people and Jesus there was an
awful propaganda came out. vSo he started getting - well
anyway I thought I had better get out of here. This is no
place to get that. So I went into town to. Tacorna and there
was somebody on the bus there that v/as trying to nail me
and I suspected such. I didn't know but the way he acted
so as we were coming on the outskirts of Tacorna as the bus
was starting up to stop there to let out somebody then I
waited til they were ready to start np and ' I got off myself
and the other fel low didn' t get off there. At that t ime thev
were searching everybody on the street that looked like a
working man have overalls no matter how well he behaved
himself. "Vent out to camps and lined them up. against the
wall like just something like a Valentine's Massacre on a
smaller scale only they didn't ki l l anybody. C-o through
their belongings and searched them for cards and so on and
one thing that helped me as a ca.maflouge and beside it kent
me warm. I had an- army overcoat and an army shirt and so
on.

Tom : .So when did you go do vn to Centralia then?

Herb : So then T never go't to Centralia then before In the early



Herb 21

part of 1921 when I v/as going to California on another
appeal for help in the redwoods" so I "'as going down there
and answer the appeal part of the "flying squadron" you know *
as we call it in those days. I appealed later on when I
had a job on the general organizational committee I issued
some calls for help myself-and I got response several times.
e.bad a bunch of young fellows then you know they could,

always young husky fellows could get a job in the woods you
'mow and nobody was getting rich any/ay so it wasn't that
much of an economic pressure one part v/as as good as the
others so you. could always get a few fellows. And those
who came were ready to ^.o places you know and do things and
they were responsive and active. They were not afraid of. .
anything and so they were pretty .-useful, the "flying squadron",

Tom : V/hat did you do in Centralia?

Herb : "Vei l then I didn't do anything. I just met there. I got
acnuaintted with Elmer's brothers and the fellow I w2?ote about
Tom Hash was down there as a secretary at that time. They
had opened the hall and later on was charged 'with criminal
syndicalism the same year and he was convicted. He and a
fellow by the name of Haudy. And they were both characters
you know nhey -/ere like something out of a 000': both of them!
That ^Wdy he was about eighty years old when he went over
to a ticket line over in Idaho there you kno.v and he got Into
an argument with a scab and there was about two hundred
pounds of young man and he knocked him on his ass. And when
they got before the judge even the judge had to laugh when
he was accused of assanlt and battery* And there was old
horse face Hentueky Haudy! (laughs) And he had a drawl.
He had a slow draw! when he talked.

Ion : "Hiich of Elmerfs brothers did you see?

Herb : Oh I thin1" there was Clenn and Harry I think.

Tom : "/hat were they like?
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Herb : Hell it was so long ago that -wasn't so long. Glenn if I
remember there was either Glenn or Jim but Glenn seems'to
be more familar to me and he vas more talkative you know and
we sort of had more in common there and I was around with
him quite a bit there then for a day or two.

Tom : Has he a member of the 1.7.'"r.?

Herb : I'm not too sure. I never saw his card, no I never saw his -
course I continue on then I went to Portland from Portland
I went on to California to the redwoods. But there v/as one
Incident I was going to tell you was this. That that man the
fir.st one I met that had a Wobbly credentials and there is a
coincidence, a strange thing happened. . The day when I was
in San Francisco when I v/as on my way to give myself up on
ball to go to San Quentin, who would turn in to the defense
office but this man, that southerner what I had met up in
British Columbia, how many years before. That was in '23
about eight or nine years before, there he *?.s. But then I
was more In the nev/s than he was you know. I had been
cleared on my before you see I had four trials in California
and during that time they had it in the paper and. that trial
in Eureka ~ras a sort of a peculiar trial you know. I was
the only one that was not during that time in Eureka I was
the only one net convicted on criminal syndicalism. All
of them were nailed and I was lucky to have a good jury

and I had fr iends that worked on the jury I think. I didn't
know of anything about that but that was I think there were
pretty well inf luenced by the t ime they start the voting for
my guilt or innocence. If it hadn't been one woman she has
been dead a long time and there was no sex Interest either
because she v/as old enough to be my mother. In fact she
had daughters who were school teachers that were as old as
I. She said you must have had a tough time during the
sirarier preparing for this trial and never being able to work
so she insisted that I take some money. ' hid I didn't. I
got along all right and I was kind of independant, I didn't
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want to take money from a woman anyway. But I did take it
and I was going to pay it back later. It was ten dollars.
And I never had a chance to things happened so much. .1 got
in and of course later in that year or the year after that
I went to Quentin and I got a picture, a fellow that did
some good landscape pictures see and I got one of them and
I was going to give it to her the first thing I got out.
It prayed on my mind and I never had a chance to pay her
that back. I could have done it from Quentin as far as that
is concerned but I didn't want to put her on the spot by
such a thing you know. Although I could have gotten, the
defense committee to do it but then that's history now
and you can't argue with history. You can't argue with the
past. Anyway I never did and -/hen I found out I wrote a
letter up there and the daughter answered the letter and she
v/as dead.

om ; VVhen after the incident in Eureka with Elmer, when did you
meet him after that?

Herb : He wanted me to be a witness, god knows Why, in Sacramento
so I went there. They had two members there were tried for
criminal syndicalism and I was one of them that was a witness
there. So I was there then and then our f i rst tr ial after
we v/e re nailed you see.d

Tom : As a witness what did you say?

Herb : Veil I don't remember what I said. ./e admitted to membership,
You had to admit your membership in order to qualify as a
witness. And of course that's all the testimony they had,
our admitting you see. So things have changed a little
since now you see. Alien you think about v/hat they by with
now Christ all mighty things times have really changed.a
little. All they had against us that we admit being a member
of an organisation that torch, aid and abetted criminal
syndicalism you see and then they went on to define syn
dicalism so nothing resembles as much to me as a do.*? chasing
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his own tai l . I t went arovind in a circle. You didn' t know
there was no beginning or no end to it. You teach, did and
abetted criminal syndicalism and then they went on to define
criminal syndicalism what it was you see. I think I have
a booklet on I should really lend that to you if you are
interested but I have only one of them so I very concerned
about that with names on the fellow that we go down later
on and look and see what I can find. But that was all and
v/e became known as the ten witnesses and we had three trials
before they nail us and that v/as during the ICLu Slice IQan
recruiting in California about that time they were making
quite a sweep through the /est thure. That sissorbi l l
element now is in favor of Hixon, join the ICLu JCLux Alan.
Same type they may be dead some of them In new places but
the same type of people, common poor people would fall
f o r s u c h c r a p y o u s e e . .

Tom : "That year did you first go down there then as a witness?

Herb : That was in April '22. I had a trial in Eureka in October
'21 and I was clear and I continue my activities around
Eureka up until I was instigator of getting Elmer down there
you know. Twist have heard about him up here and I was on
the committee to get tbwt meeting organized isi Eureka and
we had a hall. He had a big hall and everything else. "Te
had the Eagles hall. • "e had a good hall in the central

• part of town, we expected a go--d meeting. But it v/as
either ignorance on the part of some of the committee or
else sabatoge because I was out in the woods working and
there I come back, into town on the weekend you see. V'e had
organized a meeting and there wore handbills we had decide
what there were going to be on the handbill. There they had
a flaring red handbill saying, "The Eight in;; Attorney Prom

'ell you tar-: about a red flay to a bull but\sVL l . U_C lJ . -wCJ .

4-unere vaa n^nzng^ xne newspaper came out used that as
an example here is the nan that was responsible for killing
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al l these 'patr iot ic American Tegionaires in Central ia. And
this is the man coming do-mi here to speak and you ought to

one of the stuff they had, T have some of that you may be
interested in. I don' t th ink I send that to you. They are
very interesting quotations from the paper and if you will
want to type some of that off and give.it to me again I
let you have al l of that.

Tom : In Sacramento when you were a witness, what was Elmer like
in the couatrcom as a lawyer?

Kerb : Oh wonderful yeah,-he v/as wonderful. The only thing of
course like I said the weakness with" Elmer is that he
trusted too easy. His strentht 'was also his weakness.
He had a overwhelming faith in the goodness of his fellow
man.

Tom : Did you meet Elmer then after that?

Herb : "ell of course Elmer there of course he wasn't happy about
that incident in Eureka and I guess he noticed that I didn't
shiver and shake over the incident so he /-anted me to room

■H-J . J L l i J . . ^ J roomed with Elmer then you see the first time
he was there. . Stayed in the same room. I have been thinking
about it afterwards when you hear all these Propaganda, that's
digressing but I got to laugh when I think about that because
I think we v/ere about as far from having any. tendency that
as any human being had. I said to myself if. I had spent
a thousand years in prison I would never be having any sexual
interest in another man (laughs). And I think Elmer was the
same thing. But I r member that clerk you know and I didn't
say and he says, I don't know whether we had double I don't
remember If there war? two beds in there or we slant, in the
same bed or not. I don't know because I wasn't concerned
about that part of it but we roomed together at the time and
so on. But the clerk you know he looked, I v/as a young man
at that time. I did look younger than I do now by hair was
black anywav instead of white avid he s^id he would lust as
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soon sleep with a snake he says than sleep with another man.
"rell looking at it from one angle I think I would too probably
but anyway that's beside the point but it kind of sort of
amuses me.

lelen : This is gettin a bit sexy now!

Herb : Yeah it'is. Veil you read about so much of that crap today.

Tom. : So how long did you and Elmer room together?

Herb : Veil during the tr ial. But al l I remember this is what I
remember was I don't remember how the trial was conducted.
I think he well we managed to get a hung jury and that's as
good as you could expect at that time. In fact I think v/e
would have got a hung jury If we had had Elmer the last
time although he was always optimistic about the jury,A
He was optimistic because it v/as hard for Elmer to believe
that a person could be a no good son of a bitch you know.
It was hard for Elmer to believe. And I know when he was
speaking to the jury he had a strong voice that carried good.
He used ~ood reasoning, he was emotional and dramatic and
they were lining the corridor you could see every door full
with people. They were listening they were coming down from
everywhere and listening when he spoke to the jury. And I
think he probably would have been, but one of our codefendants
you see, I don't want to go into that, he may be dead now, the
poor fellow he was in bad conditions. Pie was the one*, he was
on the executive board and he is the one who really organized
that idea, of filling the jail that we v/e re going to defy the
cr iminal syndical ism lav/ by f i l l ing the can. "re l l I wasn' t
quite sold on that but I happened to be there as a witness
at the time so the circurnstacicial evidence you get swept
into it. Anyway he :ras one of them that never showed up
■//hen. the time come to go to prison. How that's beside the
po in t . I v /as probab ly foo l ish . I d idn ' t have f r iends to
pay my bail, it wasn't very much. It was a ve -y unusual
case you see before v/e when -ere first charged before v/e
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had a trial the bail was much higher than it v/as. Then it was
reduced and after we had been convicted, tried and convicted
and sentenced then the god damned judge reduced it to a
riduculous amount! "ell of course 1 don't blame anybody

• now as I look back after taken out it was just my fanaticism

god damn it, no*white feather. But you don't do any good
laying in prison. You can do more good out in the field
talk ing to workers, but that 's beside the point. He can' t
aggue with the past. So if Elmer back to him, he wanted
that we were going, he thought by sort of getting one of them
shysters in Sacramento that were well acquainted, the home
guard lawyer that was ""ell acquainted and had a reputation
of being a shyster that were sort of under cover work
gett ing the r ight jurors and so on. But he didn' t real ize
although he was xjice to us you know I mean to our face,
that son of a bitch v/as sti l l working for the other interests
you see. He didn't care so long as he get his nay and he
was getting paid far more than Elmer was getting for taking
the case but he ••-as a famous attorney there and the fellow
you know he thought well we get one of them and whatever
he does to get an acquittal. He got an acnuittal shit, we
all got convicted! So that was that. So I did send you
the copy of that there speech when ~re were before, when the

• judge sentenced us and all that.

Helen : as that where the women came out and put their arms around
you?

Herb : Ho that when I v/as acquitted in Sacra ~ They didn't throw their
arms around me but the newspaper that's a part of the god
damned propaganda In the Eureka paper that v/as the year
before when I was acquitted.

Tom : How the fact ithat Elmer hired this guy to try and get a -

Herb : Elmer didn't, no no Elmer didn't. Ho he was busy elsewhere
but he no doubt if he had, e turned it over to this fellow
he was a member of the executive board, fellow by the name
of Beesley in Erisco and I we -ere opposed to it after this.
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.on

re wanted to defend ourselves. "?e v/anted to repeat what the
silent defenders did. Show contempt for the "hole farce you
see even if you didn't defend us. The worse we could get
would be a conviction and we probably get it by spending
thousands of dollars to defend ourselves so the' hell with
them. Te would just say nuts to you, you son of a bitch,
without having that feeling or leave that kind of an ex
pression without putting it in to words you understand,
.hid the silent defenders did they just sat there with
folded arms and they just looked at the jury there and
that hasn't got enough publicity you kno~r. That's quite
an Incident in American jurisprudence when those defendants
sat tbhere. I forgot how many there v/e re a 3 lew of them
but that was fellows that -ere nicked up during the war.

After yon were convicted did you see Elmer again? Vlhen did
vou see him next?

Herb : -me last time, that v/as long after I saw him then I didn't
wee him. The last time I saw him the time -./hen I come
through in Sacramento and he was setting there, sat on the
table and he had a dreamy look in his eyes. It was a bright
spring morning and he had the vonderlust. He wanted to go
someplace and I asked him where he wanted to go and he says
he would like to go to South America. That was the last
time I saw Elmer.

Tom Thp-h v/as in Sacramento?XliC-v u

T T 0 Werb Ho no in Centralia I come through from California. I had
made several tr ips to California after I cane out of prison
I go up here and work and I took trips to California after
wards but I never was in Sacramento since then.

■lorn

Kerb

Tom

Herb

at year was that?

••/as convicted?

Ho when you saw Elmer the last time.

Vh that must have been in the spring of '29.
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Tom : How did Elmer look then"

Herb : He looked pretty good although had some operation then. He
hadn't had his last one but he had had one or t'x> then. You
know this ulcers operation I guess that's probably necessary
sonetime but I believe diets and other things will do better
than that but then that's history and no use arguing.

Tom .: Do you think Elmer.v/as still as optimistic then as when you
saw" him Bef ore?

Herb : V/ell he probably -wasn't. Ho he probably -aan't but he still
had had that nature of i t . He sti l l had that that was his

• inherent nature it wasn't optimism probably but that was

his, he had to live that way, it was apart of his character.
It was apart of his inherent nature even though he v/as
naturely he was realistic enough to be pessimistic about
the chances to but he was working for and '/hat kill him
v/as his effort to get the men out of nrison in *alla Valla.
And as far as I remember I don't think they were out yet.

Tom : Bo you think he ever regretted anything he had done before?

Herb : I don't know* You can't read people's minds that way you
'mow. I wasn't that under the time when I was no time for
anything to regret then. It was just go ahead full steam
ahead so that's hasd to tell you see. There was only you

. may say a brief period. I don't claim to be no authority
on Elmer Smith at all. There v/as a brief period but the
circumstances, the conditions v/as such that I felt that in
that short time I probably had a better chance to judge
his character and his personialty than some people that
known him for years. V-hen two men sit with army rifles in
the hall and you sit in another comer with him and the
vigilante bastards outside are like a bunch of howling
wolves and probably the only reason if they have had
whiskey enough for all whole bunch there they probably
would-have strung us up just to be doing something. They
took us out and took out pictures and insulted us and all
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that kind *f stuff. Ve paid no attention to them and we
paid no attention when they come in tv>ene. Some son of a
bitch come over there, young fellow I don?t know if he was
a second road square head or what the hell he was. He
looked at me he says, "You don't look like a b^d fellow",
he says, "you don't look to me l ike a bad fellow." "hell"
I says, "who in the hell says I was" and I looked at him I
says, "You don't look l ike a bad fellow either", I says,
"but what the hell are you doing withfchat outfit?" I told
him (laughs).

Tom : /as there anything you didn't like about Elmer?

Herb : (pause) Ho nothing basically. The thing that probably
slightly irritated me at times was part of his goodness.
That probably irritated me at times because I probably had
you know I wasn't quite as optimistic as but I stil l have
I make distinctions too much between friends and enemies.
I go the limit for people I consider my friends and I may
not go the limit I may not have the ?uts and ability to
go the limit for people I consider uy enemies but ITii not
losing any sleep over what happened to them!

Tom : Do you think there were things that other people didn't like
about Elmer?

Herb : Ho I wouldn't say that. Probably there was the same thing
what I'm telling you no-T that he had a starry eyed look on
the world for a man that had that experience and so on but
that was the wonder of the man. knd I think probably even
Hash, probably grouchy Tom, probably would feel the same way
about i t l ike I do but that wasn't that we didn't disl ike
him. Te respected him you couldn't help but l ike him. In
fact -it v/as the general opinion was that afterwards when
they settled do n when things changed in the thirties
during the time • hen they took the criminal syndicalism
law off the books here on the statue here in Washington
about that time if Smith had run for office I think he would
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have been a governor of the state, that's my opinion. He
had a good uersonialty'he "as a good speaker. He was
trusted and hwj was li"~ed that's my general description of
the man.

Tom : Did you know any of the other people in his family?

Herb : Ho I wasn't yell acquainted there. There are people around
I could take you out too but they haven't had that incident
they have kno *n about him speaking there's an old Pred Hanson
that lived down in the Jack Hotel down there In his eighties.
Hell he sav him in the local meetings aroiind here probably
more than I did*. I "as in California you see -/hen he was
up here and another fellow b' the name of Pred Strom down
here a Swede also in his eighties,'.quite rugged man yet. He
no doubt had heard and seen Smith a lot o; times -'then he
was up here. Probably even more meetings than I did
because -

Helen : They don't talk as good as you do.

t-erb : I don't knowaf they talk, fr~d Strom do well. The only thing
about Pred Strom he is a character. He is the one who gave
his card to the University //hen he quit the organization. He
didn' t qui t i t at f i rs t but he thought i t was the funeral
here you know vhen they closed the old hall. Put he still
donate money to the organisation and he is loyal to the
memory o.T the organization but The is a terrible right winger
in po l i t ics . Jesus Chr is t I uou ldn ' t be surpr ised i f he is
for Hixon. All I can do is to l isten to him because I
resnect him for the past so I don't argue "zith him at all
but Jesus Christ you kno.v he become awful conservative lately
.and he doesn't understand toe massing trend. He don't
understand the trend of the young people that we are goin^
thuouHn an Qra 0^ Q^on^e, of great change. The thing they
object to what some people object to about the yovng people '
th--y try not to'understand the changes. They don't want to
be identified with the past even if they put old matches
on new overal ls. That 's a part of their protest against
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the difference in the old days -e nut ne- matches on old
overalls. :e wore thev o"'t '■■*o..*.ing even those who cannot
even '*°t a job you see the*r'l? heve overalls and thev 7UI
nut old patches on ne"- overalls vhe^e they don't need it
so that is quite a social distinction. T may sound corny
but it is part of the change course there are many other
things. Pred don't and of course I think he is raised pre
judiced about the colored people and of course I don't
want to talk about that. Christ I h/ ve met black people
I didn't l ike no better than so^e of the whites that 's for
goddamned sure, but on general principle I feel the only
group of people In this country, the only race that ever~
bagged and crawled to get here that were forced here. The
goddamned would be superior Caucasians have a responsibility
for the goddamned greusome thin-3 they did and I don't stand
much crap about the running down because they are 0 lack
mid so on.

Do you remember a time --.hen Elmer asked you In a court room
to quote from the Declaration of "ndeaendence?

Herb : Yeah (laughs) and I wouldn't have remembered!

Tom : Can you tell me about thr-t?

Herb : ""ell he did. And the judge said, "He'll do no s^ch a thing!"
(laughs) and I was glad!

Tom : TVhich trial was this?

Herb : Oh that v/as the trial in Sacramento, the first tr ial. Then
we had a second one, who in hell did -re have then? I don't
think v/e had Smith a second time and then v/e had that other
lousy son of a bitch and he sent us over. Vhatever they did
then, I don't know what took place but the goddamned chair
man of that jury was so nervous that he couldn't hold the
paper, he shoo*k like a leaf "hen he read the vwrdict. And
the judge I think thought he- was going to be shot right
there. He sulked do* n when -ve were talking to him you
know (laughs) fellows like myself you know it probably
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looved live V was going to charge right up there and rrab

Helen : T just bet you did!

Herb : And god you know you could hardly see his god damned dale
face up above the bench there. But all the things that
was said the thing I got the most kick out of was a fellow
by the name Larue. He had been in the Herchant Harine I
think they said he had been on the submarines service
whether he did or not that reporter from the Sacramento
what the hell was Sacramento Star. 'Veil they wanted to
blow us up there you know he blowed me up there. I had
never been in Alaska as a logger and a miner at feat time
but he thought that was a very dramatic statement to make.
He v/as trying to make me out that I v&s some vi:id of a John
Payne or some' god damned thing.

Helen " An adventurer!

Herb : Yeah. But E.arue said, the judge says you ^nio"* If you have
anything to say and he spoke with a kind of a slow drawl.
I don't know if he v/as from the -South but he talked very
sort .of a dragged out and he said, "Ho", he says to the
judge you know. And he had kind of a grin on his face and
he made a sweep of his hand. "Go ahead and enjoy yourself"
and goddammit you could see the face of that judge. I never
saw the expression change so. Larue I think was about the
youngest in the bunch course they were all mostly young
people well all but Smidt the fellow from the executive
board. He was the oldest.

Helen : Do you have that picture of yon and Cleo could show Tom
'•/hat vou looked like more or less these davs?

Herb : :e l l you have that p ic ture . I don ' t have i t . ;e l l Jesus
that don't make no-difference what I looked like.

He"1.en : Ho but you looked slightly different.

Herb : I did sho*w him what I looked lid~e in gr en horn when I came
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to th is count ry.

Helen t^ut that *wau T-fhen you were only sixte-n.

Tom : Do you know if Elmer ever went to He- York to work on the
Sacco and Hanzetti case?

Herb : That I don't really. (He shows me a picture of him in Hew
York with black hair and a strong imposing man) How there
is I coming don there is one of them surprise wonders
coming down the street there. I did show you that before.
That was my first wife there Gleo. She got cabin fever in
Alaska and •■•e call It auits.

Tom : Do you know if Elmer -

Herb : Ho I don't really. I really don't know that much you see.
I didn't there was so much happening in our own life you see
that there were so many things they were all. If they had
been something just one incidence I tell you I ramember it
more but. (He shows me a photo of himself) I hwve shov.ni
jsou that. That's "/hen I "ras a young emigrant you see I was,
between sixteen and seventeen.

Tom : Did you know Hpton Sinclair?

Herb : Ho I never met him. 3ut incidently Christ all mighty I made
p kind of a silly decision there. They were sending the

• book to the headquarters and it was the new edition of
The Cry for Justice and by god of all the people they would
send it to they sent it to me to review the goddamned book.
I don't think I liwve the review in here there was at one time
but i t was taken out I think. Yeah, Cry For Just ice, that 's
a ne- edition. Ho but I know people that knew him. (He
f inds the review) Yeah this is i t . Ind T'm long winded
as hell that's why Tom Hash said, "Yes"/.he says, "I had a
thirty-four mage message with the margin written in from
HfH. the other day" he says, "telling me that there was
a letter on the way!" (laughs)
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mTom : Did you know George Y^nderveer?

Herb : Yeah I met him a few times bu g not on /ntimate basis. I
was un to the office a fev tim^s and he rot so grouehy I
guess it was he had stomach trouble and of course probably
drink too much. And his Basset he just died recently too.
He was kind of an admirer he trained under Handerveer and
he developed a disposition like old Vanderveer. So one time
I was up there and he tried to grouch me and I says to him,
"".That the hell's the matter with you people. You act like
a man eating tiger that has been fed on raw meat!" I told
him. But of course he wasn't a man that trusted much of
people. I guess he kind of probably lost respect that we
didn't do more effort to get the fello as out of /alia "Tralla
and I think he is true. I thin': e "ere you know of course
in the long run "hat the hell can :rou do probably know how
to settle -with violence but sometime the only thing certain
people understand is fear, is fs*r and that's "dry some of
them are afraid now, I don' t think that sett les anything.
I don't think it solved any social problem in the long
nun but the immediate problems it has a kind of level out
a l i t t le bit. And I think if we had probably been a
little bit more militant at that time they had a membership
about this. But you must also remember that most of our
members were practically /ere people who had been un
organized loggers beforehand and we took in and to pay
their dues and I think were loyal enough to the organ
ization but the majority of them were evenr class-■•conscious
and they didn't quite understand the class alignment and
so on and so forth.

Tom : Did you know Captain Coll?

Herb : 7o* But there v/as a fellow by the name Boomer. Have you
run into his name?

Tom : How do you spell that ?

Herb : Boomer wasn't his name he called himself I think he became
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T*n not so sure of him but he •■•rote a lot there and he was
hanging around Centralia a :hole lot and I Vil' he was one
of them. Do you r'm into "Vnion Hecord In the library?

Tom : Yes, 7 read that.

Herb : There's a lot of stuff there by Anne LouJ.se Strong, her what
the hel l , Anise she ant bu.

Tom : Did 'you know her?

Herb : Yeah I met her. I missed a chance to have a good interview
with her because I could judge that much that she was inter
ested to have a talk with me. And I let on like I didn't
understand it and I was at the political meeting here In the
thirties when they by-d what they called a Commonwealth Fed
eration there was a branch of the Democratic Party. In
fact it was the strongest faction of the Democratic Party
at that time, the left wing of the Democratic Party, the
Washington Commonwealth Pederation when she was at tie
meeting in Everett and a friend of mine had dragged me out
there you know. They ail of them was dressed and I had
blue loggers mackinaw on so I guess probably you know when
you stand out different than the rest of them yon know
that were Tressed with collars and neckties and what
have you. So anyway and of course there is a sort of a
nostalgia among certain people here about the Tobblies.
you see some of them that had done nothing for the Tobblies
in the past in fact were fighting the Wobblies afterwards,
there are a certain element now that like to glory in the
tradition of the I.P. A in the northwest and what was done
and of course did a lot of exa.gera.tion going on too but
whether that v/as the case then or not I don't know. But
when you go to any meetings there why you get yourself
noticed you know because that friend of mine he give me a
lot of free publicity and he died from fever when I was
up in.Alaska.

:zom : "hat -/as Anne Louise Strong like?
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Herb : Hell sbe was a big, what you would call a handsome woaan.
She wasn't beautiful, she was a big robust woman. I would
say as far as I know judging by her dress and so on, hand-
some shapely woman. She. was probably a little too big
fron a stand point of likes and dislikes from a male
standpoint but she had & good personiality, good speaker
and as you know if you have read some of it she was a
good writer and I thought she w.os a wonderful person.
Course I never got acquainted with her like .you know -what
I mean as on a personal basis but of course you read her
stuff in the Hnion Record and at the -meeting.' I was at
the meeting when Her father spoke, Reverand Shorter he
"as a "Treacher here in town you know Shorter and there was
a Hate Sadler was a. Socialist speaker and she was mil
itant. I don't know if she had a card but she was friendly
to the I. ;.'.. And we took Her away they had arrested one
tine at the ieeting we took Her away from the police we
were bad enough to do that. That wasn't only .obbiies
but there were the crowd that "'as there and by ™od thev
to He Hate Sadler away fron the police. There weren't
enough policemen there and of course they didn't fight
back and it didn't con-" to any blows.

Ion : This is a poem that Anne Louis Strong wrote about Elmer Smith.

Herb : Ch:

(End of side 2, tape 1)
Herb : Helen is a good reciter. Is that too small urint for yo</ u.

2.d Helen?

Helen : (she reads poem) "Behind him in the courtroom, Sits his wife.
Charming and young, Daughter of a judge, Accustomed for
long years, Co view courts only, Prom the uuuer side. Hot
fron the bench, Cf prisoners' relat ives. Hear Her, The
mother of Elmer, A gracious lady in black, ./ith crisp
".kite lace and Hair, Sits wait ing, For the l i fe or death
Cf her son. He is more hated, Than all the others, By

7 t J
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the business men of Centralia, Por he v/as the educated
nan, Of their own class, Pho came into their meetings,
/nd told them, Of rotten conditions. In which their own
members, Here implicated. He was schoolteacher and lawyer,
Phe popular director, Of bo^s1 athletics, But he gave his
brain, And knowledge of law, To the workers, Por he said
to men, 7/ho v/ere penniless, Hounded from job to job, By
crooked loan sharks, "The business men, Use the bankruptcy
law, To give them a fresh start! And the law, Is the same,
Por you!" And he said to the I.H.W.s, Dreading another
raid, On their once-raided hall, "Every man has the right
to defend himself, And protect his home. Even by forces
of arms! And the law, Is the same, Por you!" Such was the
great faith, On which he staked, All that he had learned
about, That law, And justice, Shat were the same for all!
Por he was one, Of those old-time Americans, Born on a
homestead, In Horth dakota, Aorking his way up, Through
college and lav/school, Taking and improving, A new .
homestead, Por himself in Pashington, Start ing a l i t t le
family, Peeping al ive, The plain and sturdy tradit ionsr
Cf our republic, And finding himself at last, On the
pr isoner 's bench."

Herb : Yep,, well that was him.

Helen .: The ne;:t one's about I/ike Sheean...

Herb : Hike Sheean. The only thing the only connection I had
with him v/as that I scattered ashes on -

Tom : Could you tell me about that?

Herb : ( l aughs) e l l I t h ink I to ld you bu t I ' l l t e l l you abou t
it as briefly as I can. His son was I think he was a lawyer
or he had some training in investigating jurors which is
zone you know In most cases that way they investigate who
are on the jury* And he -rorked with Seorme /randerveer in
investigating jury at that time and of course It was a
risky business because it was great hostil i ty throughout the
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"/hole Horthwest* Anyway he when his father died here whether
it was in Hike's will or -hether it --as his son Pill Sheean
had decided anyway they wanted the ashes scattered on the
Chehalis River. I think it is, whatever the name is, where*
"Tesley Everest was hung from. and so the day came one Sun
day morning we went down there, Clark Harry. Clark he would
enjoy meeting you incidently H?rry Clark and he is with one
leg and he live in apartment houses he is retired and it
would be very nice if he and I before you leave here would
come up and see him because he don't get around very much
you know on his one leg but anyway that's beside the point.
He had that organised to go down there and he asked me to
go along on that tr ip do*n to Central ia. The fel low that
drove the car is .a fellow b:r the name Harry Hacky, Pinhish '
fellow worker Amel Hacky I thin': it was. Anyway are came
down there it -was a Sunday morning and we didn't know a/here
the river -as so v/e run into a man who liked a logger who
had hangover. He looked kind of nervous and pale like he
had"a rough night Saturday night. So we asked where the
place was at in Centralia and he said he would go along with
"s and show us the place, so we vent down there. I had a
box in my hand v/e never told him the occasion what v/e were
down there what "the conditions and circumstances v/hat we
were going down there, v/hat we are going to do. So but he
looked at that box in my hand there he look suspicious. I
never paid no attention to it but he came down to the river
he says , " I ' l l s tay r igh t he re" he says . " I ' l l s tay r igh t he re"
he says. "Anything happens I don't see anything.'" "Hell

r
thatts fine." Te "ent out on the bridge and v/e opened the
box and I didn't want to heave the box in the river. I
wanted to do it kind of half graciously you know and I
scattered Mike's ashes on the river and we came back and
boy he was a little more relived but he still was nervous.
He says,' "If anything happened I didn't see anybody," he
says. "I stayed r ight here and watched", he says. "I
didn't see anybody."
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Helen

Herb

"Th^t did he think it "was, aann owder?

Tom

Herb

Tom

Herb

Tom

Herb

Tom

■ell of course that's what it /
before afterwards. He thought
to blow up the bridge!

i.s. It didn't dawn upon me
:e had a bomb and was pr>inp"

How that was let me see,

Herb

Tom

Herb

Tom

Herb

: 'That year Wos that?

: Oh I'm not so sure v/hat it was.
goddamnit that was in the thirties yeah the Depression was
on but that vrs before I dropped out.

Then did you leave the I. A A?

In '37.

And why did you leave?

Oh that's a more or less too Pong to go into. That would
br ing. in other people and I don' t th ink i t 's qui te important.
Between the- time that you last saw Elmer Smith and your
activi t ies, were you involved in any other str ikes with
the I.17.W.?

Ho. I d idn ' t have d i rec t ly but I co l lec ted money. I co l
lected money I collected on every occasion when there v/as
anything there. I had so many collections going that I
became ashamed of myself and I was afraid that people would
cross the street when they saw me coming!

Then did you rejoin the I.T. A?

I think it was in f67.

•Thy did you rejoin?
ell that's you know it's pretty hard to read your subconscious

mind you don't know your own mind sometime but the obvious
reason what I felt v/as the major reason was that there was
that -var going, that goddamned war goin^ and they were talcing
young people out of the country and taking them out there to
murder and destroy people that had done them no harm and of
course they have been butchered too. So I didn't feel like
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I belonged t- some of the ethers there. I wasn't among them.
I v/as getting older and I didn't see nothing rained bv throwing
sacks of crap and urine on the policemen or cracking the
window. It may have it 's place bait I couldn't see It that
way, it didn't appeal to me. "Tell I felt I had to. do something.
I had to stand up and be counted. I had to make a protest
and I feel well if anything is going to change that system it
got to be an organization of workers. You got to have a
power base and the I.TA . is not organizing just to elect
some polit ician they sti l l have the basic philosophy of
organising at the point of production. You got to have a
power base and the power base is industry. You have only two;
the military action and of course you have the economic
control through the private ownership and so on. But basically
the raw petfzer is expressed either in economic action (he slams
his f is t on the table) d i rect act ion in industry. Hi t the boss
in the pocketbook as the Tobblies used to say. Put the boss
in overalls. Put I don't know a bout th^t t iouyh. I don't
'mow how much good that would do, I mean as putting them
in overalls but that was one of the slogans. Either that
or else your brute military power, one of the two.. So I
figure well I may never see it so long as I live but I want "
to belong. I "//ant to belong to something before the old man
come and hit me in the face with a spade. I want to be part
of something. So I rejoined again course during that time
I had always been defending the I. AT.. I had sent in up in
Alaska I sent in & five or a ten spot sometime for a paper you
know or things like that and I had subscribed to the paper.
I never had a feel ing of hosti l i ty against the organisation
but there was something that happened you see there was I.
v/anted to take action to put it roughly without using any
names. I /anted to take action on a certain fel low, not to
cupel him but I wanted that he he reprimanded for what he did.
■And the fellows that "'anew him *:id they -ere friends of mine too
they said, "Oh well what's 'che vse Herb. You 'mow who he is
it won't do any good." And they wouldn't support the action.
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what a " anceo. jo ~:a~e ana - ,; ww w_o au w, -.^u ...a
during the crises when the A.P.L. was taking o'.mr vp
control in the lumber industry Here we --ere not strong enough
to resist and of course they gob the inside track with the
^pVwus vou see and of course the opposition and we --ere
kind of in the duidrums at the time but -ve still. I was over
at Halamamth Palls in the southeastern corner of Oregon and
we built up an organization there, we had a hall and we had
quite a membership and I wrote here and I v/anted to get some
help. There were delegates then in town hare I know some
v-nunn- fellows and I asked them to come over there. And they
probably would have cone but this fello' I 'n talking to he
went around and t.lked to these fellows and said, "Oh don't
pay no attention to Ed-ards. Hers is We place to stop them."
And he even advocated mken the A.P. of L. had a striHe that
ne - caldn't pay any attention to the striHe that amounts to
soabing and so on. And He telHed those fellows out of coding
over to help and ve figure 1 iif ne could Have one corner we
could get a hole on maybe I was wrong. " prcb-bly was an
act of desperation, He couldn't Hold i t anyway. Ehe t ide
was timing against us at that tir.e and you see the Hev; Deal
had made it easy for the A.?, of 1.. C.I.O. to organise and
we didn't take the advantage of it. 'They -ere flocHing to
their standard and scute of then r.ore liberal employers then
put un a. f ight against i t to see wel l i t 's bet ter than to •
have the I...'."'. that everybody is leaders. You can't make
any de-Hl there is nobody to hwj out, there is no sweet heart
contract,* there is nobody you can deal with in the back door
you. :-ot to deal with the whole membership and those people
are impossible to deal with you Hnow from the employers point
of view. hen you can't bare some leaders you can't get
into a cocktail b-r someplace and make a deal -ith him or
meet him in his o.H'ice and so on and so forth you see that
was the employers point of view and that was practiced
H-roauHout all industry across this continent and we know all
that. 'They advocated the philosophy that labor and capital
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a r e o r o t h e r s i n i n d u s t r y. T h e y a r e p a r t n e r s i n i n d u s t r y a ^ d
T h a t i s g o o d f o r o n e i s g o o d f o r t h e o t h e r. " e l l , H e l l o f
course Here we come ?H_on°" with h different nhilosophy alto
gether and so on and '.ve sho~r also the conditions that emist
"Hen there was no organizat ion at a l l , -Here work ing peonle
l i v e d l i k e c a t t l e a n d H a d n o r i g h t s a t a l l , e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l
er o therwise because the estab l ishment , the employers man

a g e d t o c o n t r o l t h e v o t i n g , t h e e l e c t i o n a t t h a t " t i m e . A n d
so it was hard to get any reform any la ■ that v/as favorable
t o l a b o r . A n d e v e n i f t h e y d i d i t w a s n ' t e n f o r c e d . I n
Colorado for instance they Hud the e ight hour day through
po l i t i ca l ac t ion but i t was not en forced and here we had the
laws. He voted for the- eight Hour day in 1914 before 1 was
a ci t izen even an' CO" don ' t kno ; t h e r i t l o s t o r
i t was dec la red uncons t i t u t i ona l 1 t h i nk t hey l os t because
there was a un i ted e f fo r t on the par t o f emp loyers to f i gh t
i t and show how r idiculous i t was for a man to work only
e igh t hours . Hha t the He l l was He go ing to do w i th a l l h i s

care h p -'n . 1 r 1 n I-"-; • 1 C ^ i p C? O o:
"rorkin°" man ( laughs) to work only e ight

• i

' d e a l f o r
hours . I t wou ld ru in h im fo r l i fe you know so you see tha i ,
wha t were ' re up aga ins t . "e l l o f cou rse to make a l ong s to ry
s t i l l l onger ( laughs) , bu t we d idn ' t have much o f a chance
b u t s t i l l i d i d n ' t w a n t t o g i v e u p . T - MbLiouunu we could

jus t ge t a un i t together. I f ' -e cou ld Have "a so l id a good
bunch of fellows you see and we use that f lying squad method
vou know we went for a. couple years there we had a covered
wagon with our equipment you know and ve vent around like a
bunch of gypies you know, stop at jobs and at evening we
call them out on stump.meeting and give them a talk and of

don't know nor/ i t Had sounded but I got confidence
so I can get up and lay down the (laughs) I guess

cud talk was more impressive probably than ' / /hat I said.

course
i ri rnvp

iro

^-r(*vi ^emsmber whc

those i n t he '

;ars that was

.nd '35 and I so ant i vp '36,
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ell in T 37 I went out of the woods. I kind of slowed den
then because there •-as after it wasn't right away when I
quit it was aft or nearly a year afterwards you know that was
brewing in my mind. See I didn't want to go cut in the woods
for the C.I.O., A.P.L. when I had been a member of the 1.7.7..
I didn't want to meet these fellows in the woods where I had
been out there distributing literature and -talking about the
benefit of joining the One Big Hnion of the I.7.7.. I hated
to meet people on the job as a defeated and so course that's
one of the reasons why I quit the woods too anyway that's my
theory. And they didn't want to take no action and that
burned me up you know I thought Jesus Christ what kind of a
people are they when somebody is doing wrong we should let
him know that it *ras wrong and he should be reprimanded for
it. I didn't want to exnell but I just wanted him to know.
He was incidently one of the codefendants Ath me In Sacra
mento and the one who didn't show up when we v/e re going to
the prison. And maybe that was a smart thing to do because
we didn' t owe the state of Cal i fornia anything. In fact I
had a letter when I got my, rell that's another story you
know Governor Olson you. see those who applied for it we got
a pardon. And his secretary -rote a letter and there v/as
formal letter you Ynov/ tolling about that we had to behave
ourselves this and that and so on. So god that burned me up
and I wrote him a hot letter and I told him that I didn't owe
that if there were any a^oligies to be made the state of
Californi owed me a apology. I didn't awe them a goddamned
thing. And of course he wrote me a nice letter afterwards
and he said his colegiate encouraged me that I should continue
in the state of mind what 7 had and this and that, kind of
patted v-e on the back a. little and T guess his collegiates
was Jovernor Olson the one "ho had given those pardons. Hut
C - i . l V . V - C A

V " i T * t " " H - C " *■ ' Q " 1 < ~ \ " ! " • ~ > - ^ V * U i " " V - ^ * " ! ' - " * " * " * ■ f 1 . ' , Q V > A ' w ! / " \ " > - i . ~ \ . — s ™ * 4 - 1Tjna^] s .iTVi'cner u—e nor tnere. ioae ox the members
you know that condemned Thompson vas lor asking it that way,
asking for pardon but -ve didn't have to support, all e had
to do vas just make it formal because he didn't have, whethe
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it -vas true or not but they claimed that they didn't have the
r i^ht to do that wi thout an appl icat ion kr i t , I don' t 'mow
whether it is true or not. Hut anyway the fellow by the name
of -/hat the hell is his name, he's r^m for Congress or Senate
do to. there. He didn't make it but he became a judge, a
vupreme Court judge- in California that fellow that was his
.ecretary at the time. You remember how Ivan used to like
me to have that read he -//anted to read that long winded as
every th ing e lse and i t i sn ' t - -e l l pu t together. I t ' s k ind
of rambling and guess I have it down there.

Tom : Hid you think that Elmer's family life v/as very happy?

Herb : That is something I can not pass any judgement on. I heard
rumors that she vas not too ha^ny about it, that she still had
a part of that background that la * and order background of
respect ibi l i ty and Elmer was throwing his l i fe av,ay. I f they
wre not guilty of anything they sti l l were more or loss
occording to the ahilosophy of status quo more or less the
outcasts of Society you. know the near—do-wells and If they
had had the right opinion they could have, had a shoe store or
a bootlegging joint or a tavern, or some kind of a business
nicking the sockets of the public you. know cutting it brutely
but of course not on that '.-ay# They wouldn't have had It.
Hue yon know they'll say well the people didn't know they
"lon't associate they're pretty nice people some of them go""~
to church and they smile when they shake hands and they are
friendly and sociable and here is these goddamned malcontents
tha t i sn ' t sa t i s f i ed w i t h any th ing . I f t hey l i ve i n a
bunkhouse without a f loor they want f loor ' in i t . You put in
a floor and they are not satisfied with that! If you. do
away :wLth the doublv decked bunr~s and put in single bunks
they are not satis ?ied with that. If the. chuck is poor and
nave i t a l i t t le b i t bet ter they are not sat is f ied; -what can
you.dq .with those people? They are never satisfied,, never
satisfied! So you see and here we are doing the best we
can ibr them and all that. How of course I am not answerinr



Herb 46

your question bvt ~ figured that that Is a -•ov-erful rraumen:;
a. po'/erful influence and how in hell can you get away. It's
normal, "kybe under certain conditions T would have been the
same way myself you sao. I'm not concerning. 7e are all
product of environment of circumstances to a large degree.
7e can't get away from it.

Tom : Here, you might be interested. This is a, letter from Clmer to
his mother and father and he mentions your name in it.

Herb : Oh. (He reads) "Hy dear mother dad and all the rest",(that's a
good letter.) "I have just received mother's letter and v/as
sorely glad to get it. It was waiting- for me on my return
this morning from Hureka ■•"here I bud a little conflict with
the American Legion. The front pages ~-f the Hureka papers
have been fi l led with (you may say that:) if for the last
two days. ( "el l can you feature that, that 's quite Inter
esting.) ".'il l -end yon. a copy of the Hrisco pap-r in that
connection. I was in jai l a ful l ' dav and a night. There I
had lots of time to think and my mind "ent back to all the
dear folks at home. I have been terribly lonely for you al l
esparcially mother and dad. I saw Singletary and his vrife
and they wish to be remembered to you." (Cingletary was from
a place close to Hureka. I guess he isn't al ive there.)

Tom : "That v/as he doing there?

Herb : I think Single tary, he was the mayor of that little town.
There's a coal mining to m for awhile now it may be dead.
And he had a brother that vorked for the railroad. And
3 ingle tary was in the other car mien we was aroing down and
•re were stopped by the American legion. TJut they let
Sinaletary go ba.ek you kno- . Hut my name had been In the
papers a trial there you kno-' -hat they wanted to call a.
fluke trial but it v/as something -ent -arong. I didni-fc c-et
.convicted so itvas a mistake. Juatice made a mistake there
because 7 was not convicted so maturely 7 was singled out
there, well anyway. "Singletary was chairman of that meeting
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Helen

Herb

Helen

7 J p ^

(that's true) and I was sorry that he was dray-aged into the
trouble. They out him on the train at Scot ia (--el l isn' t
that good, yeah that's exactly!). They nut him on the train
at Scotia after hauling him imnrisioned in the American Lesion
hall (yeah I gaess he was there for awhile) with myself and
a fellow by the name of Hdwards. (!) He is just fine (he
means Singletary) and the little trouble has enabled us to
get out more publicity in connection with the Centralia
case and the criminal syndicalism law than we would have
gotten in a year with our papers. I do hope .you are all
well and happy and you mother and dad simply must get off
for a vacation to us in the spring. And I think I will a;o
along. In fact I do not see why we all cannot go up there
for at least three weeks this summer. The actual tr ial at
my first case starts here next Honday in Sacramento (that
v/as the case). I am enjoying my fight here and I believe
I am doing considerable ~ood. '.hat do you think of the Call?
(that was the paper in Hrisco you see and Fremont Older,yvou
run into his name, the famous editor. Probably the most
famous editor in America at one time, Hremont Older in San
Francisco and he ■■■•as editor and I think he vas good. He
sent a photographer and a reporter down there and took us,
-re Pract ical ly could have said anything. I don't think I
had much to express I tried to tell him what took place.)
I t ' s f ine 'don ' t you th ink i f we can jus t keep i t go ing. I
wish I could just spend a. feW hours with you but that is out
of the question now. I expect to be home about the fifteenth
of April but wil.. perhaps have to come back for a case which
starts the sixth of June at Los Angeles. Love to you all,

pi "i ■+■ I c- ■i hA imer. " vou tna t ' s ta i l ing i t ; as i t -vas .

'•here does it mention, his -wife's name, I musb have missed that?

He doesn't say a - ord about that.

C h I t h o u g h t y o u s " i d i t m e n t i o n h e r n a m e ? .

Ho. "ell they got along but as I said, I 'm not qualif ied and
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wouldn't' pass any judgement on that, ^rob bly ~ -wouldn't even
if T know but I don't know. All I heard ■ •? s rumor that it
msn ' t t oo . I cou ld t e l l a l i t t l e i nc i den t t ha t vaa t o l d t o .
me by the one -yho told me that a certain woman I know in San
Francisco Aimer became quite interested in her for a diort time
and -

Helen : Don't put that in your writing for crying out loud!

Herb :: Ho, no. Anybody can be interested and nothing need to a -

Helen : I know -'hat your interests are, don't tell me. I 've never
heard such nonsense.

Herb : I may be interested in the Queen of England but still I have
never met her or even shook hands with her.

Helen : You*re exaggerating horribly. You're, not a boy for Platonic
f r i e n d s h i p s l e t ' s f a c e i t .

H rb : Oh but lonely, yeah I've had lows of Platonic friendships,
about the only friendships I've had but thaiTa neither here
nor there.

Helen : Your lines must be crossed about Hat platonic means. (pause)
/bull anybody like a dish of ice cream?

H e r b : e l l , I t h i n k s o .

Tom :. I 'xu sure you've seen this. This is the new edition of - (I
show him a copy of The•Centralia Conspiracy by Halph Shaplin.)

Herb : Yeah and I think I have one.

Tom : And it mentions your name in the introduction. 1 don't rcnow
if you saw that.

Herb : Oh yes it does. Sugene (author of the introduction) you "mow
is a kind of romantic fellow you know and he put a lot of stock
in that. Of course you know I'm normal enough I'd rather
have them then call me a dirty yellow son of a bitch but as
far as the !--ber-?cation "of the ego is concerned I know how
that is a lot of felloes circumstances made them v/hat theT^
vene. There -ere all kinds of people "ho never got their
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nvme into anything and they were loyal. They -ore trustworthy
ana they -ent places and t:vey ere dependable aid good. That
case in Hureka. you see give me a lot of publicity and ./hen we
had the elec'.ion after that yon aoe when " vas a canditate for
the general organization committee in the industrial union,
the organizational committee •vas the same as the general
executive board for the whole g-neral organisation. And we
had in the lumber during that time and of course I kind of
lean on that although I don't claim that I had much to do
with it b ut I happened to be donn there at that time -.then
we had the highest the p ak of cur membership in the Lumber-
workers Industrial Hnion a:d we probably had nearly as much
in that industrial union as all the rest of them put together
which of course is neither here nor there„ Any reason I got
wasn't because -'/hen they get on the baliot they see my name
and I had bean in the papers you know and the publicity and
the women member that "as freed by the jary and hugged and
kissed to freedom and all that kind of bullshit you see which
was a lie anyway. So that way I got on that way and when the
bal lots were counted I was st i l l in the county jai l in
Sacramento and I would urobably had been the chairman because
the practice then the one who got highest vote became tie
chairman. They had a meeting we had money at that time....
(Conversation drifts into food and the tape ends.)


