
In terv ie j^wi th .Herb Edwards (1893- )
Vobbly, friend' of Elmer Smith
at his home 261-9 45th 3'7 Seattle, "ashington
February 12, 1972 by Trae/.r Dalton

Tracy : Herbert is going to tell us a. little bit about the 1.7.W. back
in the early days, I decided to do this interview for a couple
of reasons. A friend of mine, Tom Copeland, bach in St. Paul
was interested in the I.W.¥/.. He w*»s interested in particular
in Elmes Stuart Smith because he graduated from kacalester College
where Tom and I both '.vent to school. Elmer Smith is dead now,
he's been dead since the thirties, but Tom found out about Mr.
Edwards' "/ho was a friend, an acquaintance of Elmer Smith's and
we were going to talk to him a little bit about Mr. Smith and
we -also want to know about Herbert's own experiences in the I.W.W..
I guess we can start with you, Mr. Edwards, what I want to '-mow
first I guess-—,

Herb '■ Please don't say Mr. Edwards. You can say Herb Edwards or "fellow
worker" Edwards or if you're a commie you can even call me "comarade"
if it comes easier to yon, but don't call me ur., I feel un
comfortable.

Tracy : Okay, Herb, "That I want to know first is how did you first cometo get involved with the 1.7.'.-,'.?

Herb : Well, I found myself in an industry that was unorganized and the
conditions was bad and since everybody more or less are a product
of their circumstances and environment, I reacted accordingly.
The condition was bad and T didn't l ike it. So eventually I
overcone my prejudices bat all my brainwashing that I had been
subject to. with respect to the I.'.Y.W.. I overcome them readily
as I learned that they were not: true, the lies they had told
about them. So I joined and I don't want to waste your time to
tell you all about how I - but those "/ere the conditions. I
worked in the lumber industry. I started in "iscousin '//hen T
was a bojr, si-teen years old when I landed in this, country.. At
that time I didn't know anything about any organization. I didn't
know anything about any hone of changing co?iditions. You —ere
just simply do she best you can. If you don't like it you go tois next place and honed it'd get better from the other side of
the hil l . But a lot of them, especially the lumberjacks and the
loggers, they would do that yon see, they would move on and
things would get better on the other side of the hill that wasn't
as bad as the job they had before but they were just as bad in
the next place!

Tracy : That kind of condit ions 'ere part icul lary b-d?

Herb : ,7ell, I could to throu.gh - for instance take one particul&ar■ bankhouse what I have in mind and I'll never forget. There were
two of them there. There were over two hundred men in the camp.

Tracy : ''here was this, '//as this in ashington?
Herb : In 'Wisconsin, in Bayfield county for the '.kite ©«##»*£!* Lumber Gomcany
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out of llason, Wisconsin to be specific. There were two bunkhouses.
In the big bunkhouse they had about a hundred and twenty men.
There was one door in one end and two small windows ^nd the
ventilation was a hole in the ceiling where you open and shut.
The buitcook 'would come along in the evening you know and open
it up at night when you are going to bed so you get some air.
There'd be two stoves, two barrel stoves made out of barrels,
gasoline barrels, I guess in the bunkhouse and therefd be three
mSmktones in the bunkhouse, double decked bunks, no bath&&S^fe*,
no washroom, no way of washing your clothes^SnP the outside in a
coal oil can, you know a container where you washed your clothes
in and you would do that on a Sunday. The workday was from day
light to dark and you started out when it was dark in order to
get to the job when it was daylight and that would probably be
three, four miles in some cases. So the days were long and the
pay was small and the chuck was poor and the living conditions
was still poorer and the wages was less than what you could live
on. Now that tells it in as few words as I can. That was general
at that t ime especial ly in the Midwest. But they furnished
blankets^tp^l.east here. After you come out West here you becamea m^S^^^^t^ . They d idn ' t even furn ish your bedclothes, you
had to carry them from place to place. And the average logger
was subject to a condition where it was .just unbearable you
know for a nornal human being, but then we were not normal at
that tine, they were timber beasts. But you come into a city
and if you took a drink or two, the police would be looking for
you* Tney arrest you and rob you but you were arrested. It
never happened to" me but it hapnened to. thousands of loggers
that way. Robbed them of their money, turn them loose, broke,
g-o back" to the job end work out and ^et a few. dollars and when
they got sick aiid. tired of it they*d" go b*.ck into town. Start
the thing over again, get drunk, get robbed either by visit ing
some place you know/where they could get relief of "their manly
energy or whatever you would call it,a.nd they were just as rob
bed there too and so on. So that was the story of that industry
before it become organized end you see the employers were used
to that t ine, they were condit ioned, they wouldn't tol lerate .
anybody trying to organize, they were a criminal act. So here
comes that*'organization slowly but surely after they had had
fights in some parts of the country, in Paterson, New Jersey and
in Lawrence. Massachusetts there were about forty different lang
uages spoken in that strike and the I.W.W. organized them for
the first t ime! Where they had children working in the cotton
mills, where an adult would be more apt to break the threads and
so on. And when they went on strike to improve that condition
and jt war3 a delegation of women that went £$skm Few York to
publicise th^t to'the newspaper and get the news to the public.
The""constabulary, the police, there in Lawrence att-ck them as
thev were getting on the train and beat on the women and child
ren both, just beat them to insensibility some of them and that
was the condition we had to contend with." But I didn't know
-rivthin- about that because here I was a logger and you had your
nose to "the grindstone, working h---rd y■ u come into town and you
didn't pay no attention to it. You re-d ebcut these "Wobblies"
in the paper, they didn't call them "Wobblies" then, the I.W.W..
And of course they had a name for it, they said "I Won't Work"



Herb 3

it stood for it you see and some of them would say "I Want Wiskey"
and others would say "I Want Women" whatever they thought was
wrong with that they -ould say. But it -.was all bad propaganda
you see, there were b^d people, they burned haystacks, they ruined
farm machinery, they drove copper nails in fruit trees, they were
all bad. And I henrd this thing and being young and innocent
with a conservative background, a conservative Lutheran background,
you don't think that you were too respecta-ble to get tied up 7/ith
a bunch of radicals you know, you. really had to keep £ ?3 back
that -asn't the thing to do! So but later you learned that that
was a lot of cock and bull stories so and of course the best
teacher is the condition y>u are subject to .and to make a state
ment now I maintain no one can be a good rebel, can be a real
revolutionist unless he has been subject to conditions himself.
He may have read books about it, he may visualise it and he may
have sympathy and compassion to people subject to such conditions
but you really don't understand it before you've been under it,
under the, you know, a couple of hard knocks. They say that
the wheel that does the squeeking is the wheel that gets the
grease and that's why, that's the I.W.W.. They know that too
30 they figured they better squeek you see, and so they got
conditioning through conditions! And to make a long story short
I can say there was no organization in America that pioneered
more for better conditions, that did more with less members and
less money th??n the I."V,T.. And the members developed a devotion
to it that was unknown in the other labor organisations. There
was a religious fevour that people would be beat up in free
speech fights all over the country. And they would ride boxcars
and ride the guts of a J&fl^ ^o stay underneath the freight
train to cross the country to take part in the f ight, to take
part In the dead of winter &r& freezing, like the young Jewish
fellow that came from Wew York when they had the free speech fight
in Sookane. He died underneath, they found him dead under the
freight train and he was cold dead. And of course emotion had
a lot to do with it. Elmer Smith end I had that in common that
we were highly emotional and had a strong sense of justice and
a strong sense of compassion for trouble of other people and
that's what got Smith into trouble, Uow I 'm back to a - i f i t 's
okay with ycu, you may shut it down if you want to, but I like
to bring Smith into the picture. To lay the foundation that
was the"condition of everything I could mention case after case,
case after case where conditions was bad but we would spend all
day talking about it because there was so much of it, what
happened to me and what happened to thousand others. For instance
I hired out on the steamboat one time, there was no work at that
time. Time was slack here and a boat that was going to British
Columbia and haul -payzr from Paul Rubber dorr/n here for the news
papers and "hen we come back here we worked thirty-six hours
straight v/ithout a stop end you know we didn't have no other
agreement but we thought we would get overtime nay for it* Hothere was no such thing you oee and when we come to pay out we
got paid out straight at the rate of forty dollars a month andof course some of them didn't like it. Well I just got mad.
And I got to shore and I know that I got to start a fight there
and I challenged one of the engineers on the ship and the
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captain of the work cr-w/s to come ashore and oh I was raving
mad. I would fight them one at a time and all at a time and*
I swore at them and everything but what good did it do you see?
You so to a labor commissionar and he's all in cahoots with the
employers you got no redress of grievence. Even as late as here
in the thirties I went up to an assistant labor commissionar here
in town and I know I was going to get into trouble. ' And that
•"as after they got the KRA and whatnot you know so you had to
live more rates, but he had me all spotted. He had" heard about
the case before Income in. I know I wouldn't get any redress
of grievence but I went to see him anyway just to get if off my
mind. And after he^had given me a lecture I told him, I says,
"You know what i think you are? I think you serve the same
purpose for the lumber barrons pr a barber pole do to a dog."
I says, "I think you're a pissing post for the lumber barrons."
He threw the door wide open, he was ~oing to throw me out when
I says," "You start in right now to throw me out and you see what
we will do" but he didn't. And I took along a big Swede by the
name of Burke that i wanted to witness because I know I was goin^
to, I thought when I came, and he said afterwards, "Goll", he
says, ".you could get us into trouble!" And I says, " We are in
trouble right now, I hope!" ( laughs)

Tracy : Can you tell us a litt le bit about the incident in Centralia and
about Elmer Smith's involvement in it?

Herb : Yes. I didn't -mow Elmer Smith before th°t t ime. I probably
had heard about him but I hadn't recognized there were so many.
I knowed abo^t 7andermeer th-°.t fought the I.W.W. cases in
Chicago, in 1918 when over a hundred of them were arrested and
tried and finally convicted and sent to Levenworth during the
war including Haywood and "Ralph Chaplin and others. But I
didn't know about Elmer Smith, The first I heard about him
v/as -men the Centralia troubles took place and then afterwards
I got to learn more about him. He v/as a young attorney that
came there and he found conditions bad for the workingpeople.
He had a sympathetic nature and he took cases to help the work-
ingpeoples so he became a marked man before the. Centralia trouble,The employers, especially the lumber sawdust kings or whatever
term you want to use, they didn't like a fellow like that because
he was bumping into their business, you know. Some were cheated
out of pay In some ceases and others would be Injured and they
wouldn't get no ^ftne ^bmpany doctor would falsify the injuries
so you wouldn't get any insurance you see. The doctor was on
the' other side,^^si t was*%o get any insurance, stuff l ike
that. Smith would take some of those cases-you know and he won
them. He v/as a good .speaker and I guess he was a. good attorney.
He had one weakness and. that is, he like people, he liked to
trust people. He was optimistic, he was always thinking that
until he know different we would always thought that peoole were
alright what he met you see. ■And one" of them that were .killedin Cevtralia at that time, Captain Grimm - they were more or
less on friendly terms. And the people in Centralia know that
the hall was going to be raided in 1919 because they had been
raided in 1913 °v-d they broke up the furniture. They broke the
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hall, the mob of vigilantes, the would be patriots, the stooges
of the lumber barrons. They.broke into the hall and smashed"

. the furniture and stole the' piano. So they know ths t something
was going to happen. So Elmer would t*lk- to Captain Grimm or
Captain Grimm would go and warn Elmer th^t he better keen his
nose out of it because there was going to be trouble and there
were! A newsboy by the name of Tom lassiter hack been taken
outside of town, beaten up and left in a ditch there and he had
to crawl back to town, blind man, and all he did, he was selling
the Industrial Worker, the I.W.W. paper on the street! So
people alive today you know, I believe live under more liberal
condition and we should be glad and pleased that that condition
had at least improved from that time because after the First
World War for a couple of years there conditions were as bad
as in some parts of the country as they would be in Nazi Germany.
If you .were engaged in any organization activity you were a
marked man. If the vigilantes didn't get after you and beat
you u^, the police threw you in the can and be°t you up. You'd
be blacklisted so you couldn't get a job. I changed my name
so many times during that time I didn't remember my own name '
on'some of the jobs and so did others. One fellow I know when
he went and called for his time he didn't remember his name.(laughs).

Trpcy : When did you first meet Elmer Smith?
Herb : I met him, I had gone down to Eureka to work in the redwoods,

Eureka, California and Humbolt County. I had been there a short
time before I v/as arrested and then v/as charged with criminal
syndicalism and I v/as out on bail for a few months and then
tried and I was acquitted on that trial and of course they
thought you know," that I had a belly full after a trial sand so
they were double angry with me after I continued. I paid no
attent ion to i t , I cont inued. In fact I had the evidence of
that, that was the Armistice Day that year and the jailer, he
was the son of the chief of police, I think his name was Collen,
I think I have it in my file. And he was drunk that night and
I met him on the.street and he started.to lecture to me and he
says, "We got the ice on you", he says, "Some nights we are
going to come down and tie you behind an automobile and drag
you t i l your guts are dragging out", he said. And I didn't feel
too happy about it you know, but at the same time I wasn't
showing no white feathers. And I laughed_at him and I r^vs,
"That's no way to treat a man", I says, "I would, object str^n-
iously to a treatment l ike that" ( laughs) I to ld him. I says
"'That'the hell you talking about, that's no way to treat a man."
I just kidded him you know, but.and that night incidently I
took it serious. Fellows wanted me to stay with another family
there so they wouldn't be the place where I was staying and I
was going to comply with their wishes and stay there that night
but then I got to talking about i t . I haven't done anything
wrong. I had one trial, I v/as acquitted. The newspaper lied
about it, they even insulted the jury and said that the women
on the jury husrged and kissed me to 'lireedom and all that kind of
stuff. So I said, ".Thy should I go and stay someplace else?
I'm jgoinr: to stay right here," So I went and asked the landlord
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for a gun and he had an old thirty-eimht lone- -barreled Colt t
think, it was a real horse nistol. And I got the bo~>: of shells
I barricaded the room and I stayed there at night. But there
is another man to show you the "/bhblv snirit. k" ol.-i fe!3ow
worker of mine, he's living in town '*m retired. He got his
leg cut off right in a freight train some years ago so he's
cripple. An American fellow by the name of Harrv°Clark. He
said to me, he says, (he had a'husky voice) "I'll stay with you"
he says. "Well ," l says, "you don't have too." "Well" he says,
"I'll come and stay with you." So he stayed that night with me
and I think lacked both imagination and nerves because he slept
like a log all night whereas I had a gun laying on the chair
and every little noise I heard I just woke up." And I'm no gun
man, the only time, only once, another time I carried a gun? I
don' t bel ieve in that . I don' t th ink there's much t>rotect ion
to you in the first place and I don't believe in that kind of a
society where you have to Protect your l ife with a gun. It 's
foreign to my bel iefs and my nature. But I did. I%asn't about
to run away and 1 wasn't going to let a bunch of hooaiums kill
me without some rebuttal, some reaction. So nothing happened;
Anyway that was that. So.I'm digressing: here, Elmer Smith.. In
the spring then of the year afterwards we had a -

Tr---cy : That year was that?
Kerb : "ell of course I'm not a female so I don't.need to worry about

giving my age away. That was in the merino: of 192?. Ir f*ctthe next month it'l l be since that time. And then we, I suggested
we get Smith to come down and sneak to our meeting and we had
a Eagles hall rented at the time and Smith consented to come
down there to speak. '.Veil, I worked in the woods there so I was
on the committee to arrange for a meeting but we had other
members on the committee and whether we had somebody on the
committee that was a agent provocateur or whether they were so
dumb that they didn't know any better or that the printer sab
otaged our handbills - because I had made out the handbills that
ws should have had. We agreed on it before I went out to the
camp that weekend and when I come out the next weekend, I mean
Elmer was going to speak on the Saturday night, they had our
handbill with red letters on it says, "The Red Attorney Prom
Central ia." Well, I know that was l ike f lashing a - but the
publicity was out so you couldn't do anything about it. There
was no use to worry about it so we went through with the meeting.

propaganda about him. And then the American Legion you know,
the fellows in charge of it, they were. I'm not, when I s"ceak
about the .;unerican region I don't mean all the members. I*
mean those people that started the organisation in the first
place when they started in France. It was started by some
reactionary off iciers that were worried about that the laborwas going to_be so strong in this country and that thev were
going to go .Bolshevik after the war. So they started that
organization as a protection to the employing class. That's
the true facts of the history of the American Legion. But that?
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doesn't mean that all the members on it are that way. -hey join
it for social reason and reason of improvement and so on like
anybod.y else would join. ao they were not all bad, in fact
after the shooting scrap, the chapter of Butte, the American
Letion chapter or whatever they call it, came out and con
demned the region for what they did in Centralia. But you*
are back to ^mith there. Smith came down to speak. They
cancelled the hall, the Eagles, because they got cold feet.
They didn't want no trouble with the authorit ies, with the
Legion and the police and so on. They cancelled it. So we
got the Finnish hall on the outside of town. And as we got
started they didn't know there v/as going to be trouble but we
went there like nothing happened and Smith was there ready to
speak when they came into the hall and they raided the hall
and they took Smith to the .jail. They kept him there at night.
And a Finn woman and I, we went up to the jail and see what was
taking place. Naturally some of them that are not use to thingslike that you know. I'm not saying that they'had any less
courage than I had but you know they kind of got timid and alittle cold feet so they kind of shyed away from things like
that. But I. felt a responsibility, I mean/ I v/as more than
anybody else, we had invited him down there and if they were
going to do anything to Smith I figured they'd better do
something to me too. So they let Smith out about midnight.
Took him down to a place where I,was staying, I didn't stay
in my regular room at that night. I stayedwwith a Finnish'
family. And Smith came there and the vigilantes were running
around a l l n ight round that b lock in cars , a l l n ight . I t
reminds me, I was thinking about the stories about the covered
wagon when they come accross the prairies in the fight they had
with the Indians (laughs)* And there were those white Indians
here we were surrounded by all night long. And so the next
day - we didn't sleep much. i had an old "Betsy" at that
time I had borrowed from somebody. It wouldn't have-done
much good but somebody would have gone down with me and so
nothing happened. But the next day yo .1 know, Elmer was going
to go down south and I wanted to wait to train time, take him
on the train and be under the charge of the railroad and I
figured it would be safer there but some of them there, theFinn woman and some others there, her husband and others they
thought we should go in a car nnd I was against it but I believe
in majority rule so I went along with it. -Veil as soon as we
got outside of the town the cars were stopped. They took us
out, held us under guard and threatened to lynch us and abused
and insulted but without putting a hand on us Physically. But
they were you know insulting and you know and so on with Smith
and me* Took us out and ohotographed us and threatened us
with what they were going to do. But Smith was a good influence
if I had any nervous condition why he was a good therapy because
he was calm cool and collected and I keep my head and we set
there and talked like nothing happened. One young man there
held the other r i f le there were two with r i f les in the hall you
know. He came over to me and he looked at me you know and he
said "You don't look like a bad fellow.'" "Tell I looked at him
and I says, "Neither do you" I says, "but what the hell are you
doing with that rif le!" (laughs) Anyway they put me on the train
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that ni"h ' . R"d the train was loaded you know, with businessmen,
cockroaches from Eureka -as having a Roman Holiday you know, had
TOt " - id of these radicals, "The Red At torney From Centra l ia"
pr,a t^at God damned wobbly. You know they said l had a fluke
l - r - ^ i tha t ' s what they ca l led them because I v /as the f i r s t
t * * t was acruat ted , the res t o f them had got conv ic ted on c r im
ina l svnd jca l i sm you know. You d idn ' t have to do any th ing you
knov / , cou rse tha t ' s ano the r s to ry. And bu t i go t c lea red and
o f c o u r s e t h e v c a l l e d i t a f l u k e t r i a l . T h a t w a s a t r i a l t h e r e
was something" wrong because I wasn't convicted so they were all
r—ent ing that you know, the powers that be. nel l we came down
toY place and there was that young fel low got on there he was
a husky, s turdy fe l low wi th a red overcoat and he looked l i ke
the "Rock of Gibralter. He brought us along, he came up where
I wa* set t ing . They d idn ' t have me under guard or anyth ing on
the^ t r ^ i r bu t t hev were the re I suppose i f I was ge t t i ng - he
sa id he come out there and take you o ff the t ra in . Ana the
tra in s topped there qui te awhi le you know and he says 1 got
a' bunch of fel lows out there" and they were unloaded for bear
v n n k n o w We l l t n a t w a s a t i c k l i s h p r o p o s i t i o n . I w a s t e m p t e d
l S U g c " a i o n g w i t h i t b u t I t h o u g h t " I s i t w o r t h i t ? ^ r e ' s
eolvtr to be somebody ki l led on both sides." S0 you had to thxiw:
?uick and I says, "Ho, I 'm soing on to San Francisco anyway",
i % p v S ' " i u 3 t f o r g e t a b o u t i t . " I ' v e b e e n w o n d e r i n g e v e r s i n c e

\^fa" j should ^.p^-e done then but you know you sot to thin*
q u i c k " l u f l f i g u r e d , " I s i t w o r t h i t ? J u s t a n o t h e r ^ * d a m n e d
m a d o r g y o f k i l l i n g , i s i t w o r t h i t ? " a n d s o . I s a i a n o , i
^VL^T'm p-oinp- on" and when they were going to take me off
thV tra in there? was no doubt there were fe l lows on the t ra in
there that were loaded to bear you may be sure of that , -nd
~fe came down to San Francisco and Elmer had _ been xaken

h t c k t o t h e i a i l a g a i n i n E u r e k a . T h e y w a n t e d t o i n t i m i d a t e .
h fm t Thev w in ted to hum i l i a t e h im you see . Bu t he keep h i s
cool you. know, he had a character, he had what i t took. He
w°°'a real man, Elmer Smith. So we met in San Francisco tne
dav after- he come down and saw ai l the paper. I t was xavorable,
th« C-311 Bulletin, the famous editor he was famous irom one
end o-p the coimtr^ to the other, Freemont Older, the most famous
eSi tSr San Franc isco ever produced. He was engaged in po l i t ics
and one t ime in a scandel there you know where Oie grat ters,
• - .e re h»v in* cont ro l o f the who le c i ty government . He got k id
napped "and "taken out of town and dumped there and they were
i t i v p t o k i l l h i m . H e h a d q u i t e a s t o r y t o o , F r e e m o n t O l d e r,
i f ™u eve r read h i s s to ry i t s qu i te a s to ry abou t scande l and
-o - ! iHc» i n San F rmnc isco ' . Bu t t ha t ' s ano the r s to ry, so xo
fa t^ ' ~So they came there wi th a photographer and they took
; . ; ^ ; r f ; * r : > j i t e a t r u e s t o r y t h e y t o l d i t t h e w a y w e s a w i t
and I ^uess "I gave you that. So that 's when I met Elmer omith
*r-"d he "wanted me to be a witness. I'm making a long story a
lVt t le lorp-er - ins tead of making i t shor t . He wanted me to be

VT<- t ress " in"Sacramento. 'Thy I don ' t know, W gray ing bones
17e:^ rat t l in- worse then than they do now. But you know I
had'a loud voice and I guess my rersonia l ty at the t ime was
tole-rnbie and so he wanted me as a witness, ( laughs)_ I 11 ne/er
forget one time you know he was kind of teasing the nudge. He .
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told me he says "Go ahead and recite that Declaration of Inde
pendence" he said to me. And the judge said, "He'll do no such
a thing!" and I was glad the judge said it because I wouldnft
h-°ve remembered the Declaration of Independence word for
w o r l ! ( l a u g h s )

Tracy : V/as it as a result of that trial that you wound up being charged
for cr iminal syndical ism?

Herb : Well, that was in another case we were as a witness* That's
how we got arrested there you seea

Tracy : Y/here v/as that?
Herb : In Sacramento, California* That was in Aprip. or let me see, no

we were arrested. The trial of a Cast^cmon^firey, two of them
that were members of the organization thiy T/ere tried for crim
inal syndicalism. One turned out phoney and the other one v/as
all r ight. The only one I know of during the tr ial that was in
California that turned out phoney, a young fellow that had been
in the Navy, pukked up his guts and so.on. There wans't any
thing to say because there was nothing secret about'it;" 'le .
were open and above board and that's what irritated them you
know. They thought there was something secret about it you
see but no we were a labor organization. You can't take" a
labor organization underground you have to be open more or
less. You protect the record of the organization as much as
you can and so on but your activities wa- open and above board.
You can't lake a labor, you can take a conspiracy, a few noli-
ticans meeting in a basement someplace and they talk about the
revolution there's going to be sometime when they got organized
and all such things instead. But a labor organization with a
program of industrial unionism, you can't take that underground.

Tracy : So you were really sent to prison just because you testified
that you were members?

Herb : I got out on bail eventually in the summer. I v/as there, let's
see from April to July and then I got out on bail. A fellow up
in Eureka sent my bail down here and I got out then. I had
been elected on the organization committee of the lumber workers
during that time and i didn't want to resign as long as I got
out on bail I went right out on the field and beoame active
again. i went up to Port Bragg and there's another example to-..
show what the stooges of the lumber barrons would do you see.
I got word from Chicago about what had happened in Port Bragg*
T'ley wanted me to go up there and see what wa*-. going on. :.7ellI had a policy at that time that if there was a consenus of
opinion that somebody was needed to go anyplace, I wouldn't
stop. That don't mean to say that I"was the fearless kind. I
?ot a very sensitive nervous system. My physical courage is
quite limited but I had a bull headed tendency to say that andI had a certain amount of .what you call moral" courage. You know
I feel they can't do that to me. you know, that's not koshier you
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see. But the word we got out there that a fellow by the name
of J :hrv Stall from Eureka had been down there, he was a travel
ing delegate and he had been arrested. The vigilantes had
taken, along with the police mind you, taken him out on the
beach, beat him unconscious, left him on the beach unconscious
for the tide to come in and make it loo]: like drowning and
two delegates that were with him were driven out of town. So,
maybe I'm getting the story too complicated, am I?

Tracy : V/ell it 's interesting but it was a complicate time, I guess.
Herb : Complicated, I should say it v/as complicated! That's why I

didn't want to t^alk so much about the past. I want to talk
about Elmer Smith because it's as complicated as hell. Christ
all mighty I say it's complicated! JTow when you look back on
some 6-f it there you see you're, it's a great" therapy for your
ego you know, when you get all and you feel of yourself going
down the hill and when you look back at the time* In one of'
the tr ia l , the f i rst t r ia l I had In Sacramento, they bel ieved
their own lies and it was obvious that they wanted to keep •
women off of the jury because they had read that crap about me
being kissed and hugged to freedom in Eureka you see, so I
think the proseeuter and they were delibertly keeping women
off of the jury in my first tr ial In Sacramento. And here a
homely old square head, well I wasn't old at the time, I'was
young but I remember, always remember my father used to tellme one time you know I v/as balling about something I guess
I v/as seven,' eight years old. He says, "You are the homeliest
kid I've ever seen!" he says end you know it stuck with me*
I used to__go to the mirror you know, and I look at my freckled
face and I was wondering if I wasn't as homely as my father
said I was. (laughs) And it sort of, it stuck In my memory
you see so I had never had an egotism that way that I was God
gift to womankind but they had that story in there and so on.
Well aside from that, better get away from that. Anyway that's

. where I learned to meet Elmer Smitn* in fact when we come down
there, not in the first trial when we were the defendant. We
were arrested in the courtroom as we left the stand*'

Tracy : Because you testified that you were members of the 1*7.17,?
Herb : That's r ight. I t v/as just as well, just as important more im

portant than some of the other things i haven't talked about
to show you the nature of the criminal syndicalism law, the
way it was played in Cali fornia* I t was gui l t by associat ion
as the term that's been used recently in some capes you. know
they used it with regards to +he Communists for instance,
guilt by association. The law itself that v/as meaningless*
It sounded to me like a clog chasing his own tail. They were
running around* Criminal syndicalism meant that you tcached,
aid and abetted; teached, aid and abetted criminal syndicalism*.
Then they went down to define criminal syndicalism and their
defination of it v/as just as meaningless and made as the law
itself you see* So you see if they could get the jury and
brain wash the jury, prey on their you know and appeal to their
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moral patriotism and their moral and labor prejudices, it v/as
a cinch to get conviction. And if somebody*held out, they
would scare him, they would intimidate him so bad in the jury-
room* Because when we were convicted that time the fellow was
chairman of the jury that had a reputation of being fair to
labor, he was so nervous, so frightened that he could hardly
hold the paper. He was going like that, he v/as shaking like
a leaf when he read the paper of the conviction. And the
Klu Klux XIan for instance was strong in California at that
time. They were sweeping out all through the Western country
at that time in the early twenties and no doubt they had been
frightened there because we never, the best we expected was a
hung jury. All they had on us, course I think we carried our
membership card just on principle you see but I mean that's
because we went to the courtroom and said, sure we are members
of the I*W.W#„ There was no beating about the bush and that
v/as supposed to be enough to convict you. Now the lav/ and the
attorney thought well they can't convict you for that because
no one is supposed to be a witness against himself you see it's
supposed to be part of the jurisprudence in this country
guranteed by the Constitution and federal laws and state lawsand so on*

?racy : Wel l , I 've got a quest ion. Isn' t i t t rue that they wouldn' t
let you testify at a tr ial l ike that unless .you did say that
you were a member of the i, 9

Herb : That's true* Those that we had qualif ied character witnesses
you know on there but their testimony v/as useless. If they said
they were not members their testimony was disregarded. But on
the°other hand, the ones that were accepted were paid, professional
stool pigeons that went from tr ial to tr ial, neople l ike Coots
and Diamond and later en a fellow by the name of Munson and a
couple of others you see- But Diamond and Coots went to trial
after trial and got paid for it. They were coached by the
prosecutor what they wanted him to say. All they had to say
was that "Blackie Daily" or "Slim" blew up, ruined the farmer's
machine, put the pitchfork and ruined the farmer's machine in
Dakota or Oklahoma or someplace probably hit your home state
even. Or drove nails in fruit trees and put f ire to a farmer's
barn or haystack and put lye in a scissorbills or a scabrs shoes
so it 'd burn his feet*and stuff l ike that and they did i t you
see. And they would go free although they'd testif ied to their

•guilt! But you see they were damned reformed ex Wobblies you
see and they were protected by the prosecution. But that was
the testimony, believe it or not, that was the testimony used
against us so you see naturely we all had that feeling youknow that we were not guilt ly of anything. And like I told
them when I spoke there at the Elingsburg there when I had
that paddle deal and the prison reform and I says, "I should
be ashamed of myself" I says, "I did time in prison, too. I
should be ashamed of myself*" I wasn't even charged with doing
anything but being a member of a labor organization. I says I
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went to or ison for that . "At least these fe l lows," I sa id,
"they're charge and go to prison with something* 'They either
steal somethin or hit somebody on the head or rob somebody,
do something bad to a girl or something like that." But I
says, "We didn't do anything" and of course the fellow's sit
ting there and a kind of a grin to you. And so that was the
facts and we were about a hundred and fifty of us tried*. But
you see there I'm back again talking a^out myself and leaving
Smith out of it you see. That's when I got to know a fellow"
like Smith you see. His democratic spirit it was none of this
like you see in some courtrooms even some of the attorneys
we had in someplaces would be snobish you know* They treat,
.you like you were just some sort of a, you wer° charged with
something and looked down your nose at you. Smith was not
that kind. Heither was the attorney I had in Eureka because
he's dead now so I can say so* He was a member of the organi
zation at one time on the East Coast but he went to Arizona,
found a mining claim, made some money, went to law school and
become an attorney so you see quite an interesting history.- And Elmer Smith you know, he "/anted me to room with him
because I don't think he felt too safe to be alone* He said
I could save some money by him* It wouldn't cost me anything
for room rent, which was true, but I think he felt safer with
me. After the taxpayers up in Eureka and I didn't show no
white feather there, he probably thought I v/as pretty good
man to have around him. So anyway so I roomed with Smith,
so I got pretty wel l acquainted with him, talked* I didn' t
find out But I introduced Him to some friends in San Pr°ncisco
and they found out more about his life. He had a nice looking
wife and they had a kid or two and she was the daughter of a
judge* But I don't think their love life was too happy and I
think Elmer said something to a friend of mine, but that's
beside the point anyway. Very few have anyway I guess, some
of them have and some of them don't. But outside of that all
I can say about Elmer Smith, that one of the finest man I ever
met. After the shooting scrao in Centralia he devoted his
whole life to get them out of Walla Walla nd of course he
contracted ulcers and then he tried to.treat it and then he
had operation. Well once you have operation for ulcer, you
start" cut t ing up your bel ly, you just had i t ; I bel ieve in
treating that by diet* Ulcer is more psychosomatic anyway,
you get it and it go away* I've had ulcers too and they go
away, heals up and so on. But anyway, that's what kill Elmer
and he ki l l him early* He had abil i ty, popular. I remember
a trial we had when he spoke to the jury. The corridors were
lined with people to hear him. Oh boy, he sure made a talk,
sure made a talk and he could talk too. Yah, big red Elmer Smith!

Tracy : You wound up spending, you were in San Quentin right?
Herb m : Umhum.

Tracy : Por how long?
Herb : Pomrty months. It would have been three years but I lost four.
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•months, yah that would be three years, four months;

'racy : What were the conditions like in San Quentin then?
{erb : Well of course they were both bad and good, and bad they were

free and easy but the lack of, they were not as strict but the
very lack of strictness made it bad that way .that ther** were
you" know a lot of bad stuff going on. A. Mexican when X was- in
there and the hoodlems from San 'Praneisco you know they got
into a kind of a race fight. And I think, I don't know how
many but I bet you in about six months there I bet there were
th i r ty o f those pr isoners k i l l ed , k i l l ed each o ther. Bu t tha t
didn't even hit the newspapers. No, didn't even come up in
the newspapers. And we had a you know, the Wobblies some of
us at least some of them went kind of individual routes you
know* Things were too tough for them. They missed the good
chow on the outside, missed sleeping in a good bed a lot of
things you miss in a place like that. But some of us that
were more iron bound you know, we tried to maintain an organ
ization in the prison and we did. We did maintain solidarity
there and if somebody was nicked on we just pulled the pin
and -vent on strike and we refused to .work. And of course some
of us we had a little common sense we realized we were not soing
to make the state California come to teip but we would show
our solidarity to show that we were all together so when some
younger member, usually picked on the young ones because they
had the tasks you see/ They had tasks" to fulf i l l . The rest
of us, I was still nast the ame limit even then. So you know
some of us in our early twenties. They would have tasks to do
in the jute mill and if they didn't meet their task they would
lock them up on Sunday. Well, they refused to ge to work on
Monday so that then throw them in the dungeon and so we went
with them you see* 'We pulled the pin, we' refused to work so
thev locked us up too* " I hadn't been in there for thirty (feys
before I v/as on the first strike and that was what they called .
the dungeon, it is done away with now* That v/as made during
the time before California became a state* It was underground
and it v/as made like a hugh bake oven* It was totally dark
after they siut the outside door and they'd lie him on the floor
you know totally black in there and you'd get a loaf of bread
once a day and they bring you in a can of water and a place
to do your business in and take it- out in the morning* So I
was staying with a fellow by the name of Ross, young fellow
from Minnesota, a hell of a nice fellow.' Good disposition
and he never let anything bother him. He didn't have a vir-
trol ic disposit ion l ike I used to have! ( laughs) And when
that fellow came on the bread a fellow by the name of Viriger
P-jce we call him you know, a guard. He broke in singing some
Wobbly song you know* I've never had a voice I couldn't hold
a voice at ail but you know we broke in singing and called
Vinegar Pace and he kind of shook his head. But the old Vinegar
Pace *I run into him one time and we had a clash and after that
I held my ground and he treated me all right. He used to come
around and 'ask me how I was getting along and all of that there.
I met him one time after 1 came out of prison. I v/as riding
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the bus from Palo Alto and I had a feeling you know that some
body was looking at me in the back, you get" that feeling you
know sometimes vomebody is looking at and there 'was Vinegar
Pace. Well he rushed up to me you know with his southern drawl
he had been an Army man. he says, "Hiiiii, you're looking gooood"
he says. "Oh* I 'm doing al l ' r ight", ( laughs) And so, but I
had a clash with him one time he tripped me you know he was
going to -rub me up to the coach post there to meet out punish
ment you know, the captain of the yard was and I says, "I'm
doing my time and I'm doing my work. Don't come and threaten
me," I says. "I don't threaten worth a G-od damn; Do what youhave to do, but don't come and threaten me" I told them* I
got along all r ight with old Vinegar Pace after that; ( laughs)

Tracy : I wonder if you could tell us a little bit about why the I.W.W.
sor t o f fe l l apar t?

Herb : The main cause if you are to look for a real cause, there was
a spl i t that took place in the organizat ion in the 20's. I t .
v/as the complete breakdown of the organization that ruined, the
effectiveness of the organization. And the causes, I would
say there were three major causes aside from side issues but
three major causes. In the f irst place.the Russian Revolution
had taken place. A lot of them members they were not only
Russian but they were from that part of the country and aside
from, that some of the American Wobblies they sew we'weren't get
ting nowheres fast as resolution we were talking about, the
revolutionary Industrial unionism* That was fine on paper butwe were r, long ways off and here the glorious revolution had
taken place in Kur.sia! So a lot of them became Interested*
In fact the whole organization backed the Russian Revolution.
It v/as only after news started to come out of Russia that

. they wore persecuting the minorities who had a record of revol
utionary activit ies even before Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin and
all of them* They had been subjected to the punishment and
atrocities in Russia under the Tsar* So but when we learn
aboiit that why a lot of them turned back but most of us didn't
believe that you see. You wanted to believe the Russians and
evidently it v/as a success. We were, the organization a,s a
whole, the majority of the members were a hundred percent in
favor of it. But then we stil l wanted to maintain the I*irr*W..
We felt we had a good strong organization and we were not
interested in star t ing a pol i t ica l organizat ion. We were not
anti polit ical but we were non polit ical* We beJieved in the
power of the workers in the industrial union, economic power
that was the key to our progress-toward POvVer. But the others
again, they quit the organization to join the Communist Party*
"Jell, there was a convention they formed after the Communist
Party was formed in 1919. They had a convention in Chicago
which Social ist Party members, left wing Social ist?, joined i t
and so on but I don't go into that. But they formed that
organization. In Leningrad in 1920 when there was a conference
of r3n organization called the Red Trade International which was
under the domination of a part of the Communist Party and the
I.W.W. was invited to attend and we had a conference there, a
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fellow by the name of William £?J went to Leningrad and we were
invited to join* And Zinoviev who was later ki l led at the
time of Stalin, he v/as or,e of them that was executed though
he mas one of the right hand man of Lenin that were together
in Switzerland before the Revolution. He v/as Lenin's right
hand man but still he after Stalin got into power and became
crazy, paranoic or whatever you 'want to call it, but the man
v/as out" of his mind! He killed the cream of the Russian Revol
ution and that's the danger to be pointed to of too much
political centralization, too much power in the hands of one
person* But aside from that, you want to know about the I."*r.W.
broke up. Well, to make it as short as. I can a lot of the
members" joined the Communist Party. The word went out from
the Red Trade International, from the Communist Party, that
those who do not afiliate with us we will liquidate them*
They either join on our side, nobody sat on the fence, we will
liquidate them. Of course in the physical sense means to
kill them but in that way v/as to break them up, to destroy
them. So some of our active members joined that became sold
on the Revolution and wanted to be good loyal Communists. They
started to break up the organization within the I.W.W., people
we knowed and trusted and so on9 Our own Secretary Treasurer
went to Russia under the time when he v/as in office in Chicago.
And I remember it well because we had a big meeting in. Seattle
and protested and what to do about it. And I think it was
the biggest Wobbly meeting that has been held anywhere; business
meeting where members had to show their cards. The hall was
loaded and the stairway v/as loaded, they couldn't all get in. .
And believe it or not the best they could do was to elect me
as chairman and that wasn't because I was a good chairman*
Because we had no loud sneaker and I had a good powerful voice
so that's why I was elected. We had a bett-r chairman a fellow
by the nam.e of Tom Murphy and he would have been a better
chairman than I, he used to be chairman. But you know Murphy
being Irish I v/as a good chum of Murphy we got along fine and
if I took the floor he would recognize me but he showed part
iality to some of them, he would the other way he wouldn't
recognize them. So they'd ganged up on Murphy and they
started to gather around me you know and I was young and full
of pee and vinegar (laughs) and so I wa.s elected chairman.
It lasted for two days that meeting* But I'm getting away
from the subject now that's me coming in again. So that v/as
one factor that had to break up the I.W.W. but they were not
all. Some of them who were the other factors tried to blame
it all on the Communists but I don't blame It all on them
because at the least they had some kind of a program.

Tr-ey : Well first, like in what ways did the people who joined the
Communist Party try to destroy the I.:"'.W.?

Herb : Well later on. I want to, before I remember now I want to
tel l the other factor as I see i t . Another fact ion of course
first of all before there v/as any interference by the Communists
or what, I call the "pseudo anarchists." I hope to Christ
they weren't anarchists because their i r responsible decentral ist
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policy £some words not intei: igable]} - but not to get off the
subject. We had agent provocateurs in the organization. 'People
who joined the organization for the purpose of finding out what
they could and to advocate bad policy, policy that were against
the law for instance you see and that did a lot of harm* So
it confused members you kno*:*, young people, it's easy to confuse
you if you know what to say and. so on and you get new members
into the organization that don't know too much about the
philosophy and the theory and Practice of the organization but
they are full of grievences. They are easy to confuse them
and to get them to do things they shouldn't do you see. And
I think part of the sabotage what some members were accused
of I think came from brainwashing by agent provocateurs. Like
they're doing no?/ you've seen about the P3I have spotters in
these students to get them to do something you see! And we
had people like that in the I.W.W*. How of course'as far as
sabotage is concerned, I'm not going to take no holier than
thou attitude and say that some of them didn't practice it*
Since the beginning of time I think people if they were abusued
and were subject to injustice they would find some way to
retaliate and get even. And. a lot of what you call sabotage
was done by that. But the orge.niza.tion itself were opposed to
it not because of any holier than thou philosophy but because
that type of thing, violence just begets violence and destruction
and what do you gain by it? "re had a philosophy and we wanted
to take over the industry for all of the workers for all of
the people as part of the I."WW. philosophy. So what the hell
do you want to destroy the things what T/e feel should belong
to the people and use for their benefit you see. It don't make
sense. But of course we got one of the strongest cases they
had against the I.W.W. in the Chicago trial was sabatoge, the
destruction of property and violence, oh gee, they had a
terrible story about what we were guilty of you see. And of
course I was just a young member, had just joined the organi
zation during the time of the Chicago trial. But we had those
people. ' But then we had another element that I see coming to
the front in the later years that I see is one of the bad fea
tures of the organization. ITow I'm speaking as an individual
you understand. I'm not speaking authoritively as a spokesman
of the I.W.W* today so I feel I have a right to say it and I
don't care who knows it. 7'e had a left wing element .what I
called "pseudo anarchists*" They believed that you know, just
never mind about this constitution of the organization and
program and so on* We do our thing the way we want to have
it done you see. But the result in is that f ive and six
people instead of being democratic are very undemocratic.
Pive or r--ix people can get together someplace and will make
their own program and wil l interpret their own constitution
and the preamble of the organization. I think that's .very
undemocratic and that's what I found. And that hampered the
organization from taking a more or less responsible position.-
It's a lot of things what I'm opposed to now but I heard but
I didn't understand it that time* Por instance we say we
are all leadens. Well that sounds good and to a certain extent
that is true because everybody got equal rights. But It is
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biological nonsense to say that we are all leaders, there is
no such thing, nany times we were handicapped in the strike
because nobody wanted zo stick his neck out"and take a res
ponsible position and have a committee that is elected and
therefore this is the policy and this is what.we are going
"to do and. when they are elected to do. What I call democracy
running wild* I hope there will come a time that we all havesort of a mutual understanding that we have sort of a mental
telepathy that we could look at each other and we know what
we want to do. We don't even use language and everybodies on
an equal basis and we don't need everybody to give any orders
or instruction. You could go on the job and you'd all know
the blueprints and you followed that blueprints and you take
your tools and you go out. in the corner and you do your thing
and the others all go over and do his thing whatever they call
it and so on* That's fine and so on but we haven't reached
that stage yet, maybe in the year 9050 or something we will
reach that stage hopeful ly. I hope before that t ime incidental ly
but I won't see It*_ (So I have kind of a switch around. I'm
not author i tar ian, I 'm a l iber tar ian yet ! But I th ink you have
to have some systematic (some words not intelligible^ - the .
Communists were the ones breaking but some of themselves were
handicapping the organization about being responsible and you
see what I mean? Too irresponsible, you got to have some
s y s t e m . I d o n ' t b e l i e v e i n t h i s m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e . I d o n ' t
believe in somebody ordering you around but I believe you got
to ins t i l l sound d isc ip l ine in an-organ iza t ion . Th is i s "what
we have to do and we agree on it. We go ahead and do it, then
you don't go ahovd and st^rt doing something else. Well, so
I'm back to a case now i have the three factors.. Don't forget
now I use -quotation marks and inverted commas for "anarchist."
I'm not saying that they were anarchists. I hope they are not*
I'm not an anarchist myself. Wo doubt they have a lot of
beautiful philosophy about it and so on. Some of the men I
know, in fact when I went to Chicago, not the last time but
the convention before last I went out to the Walheim cemetary
to see the statue there w-*re the anarchists were killed in
Haymarket riot in 1836. Spier and Parson and Lingg and Pischer
and what was the name of the other fellow? Well those were men
of guts! Lingg you know he v/as an anarchist he told the judge
he says, "When you dynamite us we will dynamite you", he says,
"Hang me for it!" (laughs) But of course they had what it took
but that "pseudo anarchism" I don't go for it because I think
you can't. We lost opportunit ies that way I think in the
organization in the early thirt ies. If we had had more of a
grin now you take that yourself there, I've had more than my
share. But I'm getting away from the subject now. I hope you
didn't have it on the tape, some of it. But those were the'
three factors what I consider were the break vn of it and I
will show you an example that you don't have to take my word
for it* In the soring of T23 there v/as a strike in tie lumber
industry that spread right down to California and I v/as out
on bail at the time when i v/as on the organization committee
and I went up and down through the lumber industry and so I
know what was going on there. I kept in touch through the
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bulletin what -was going on i-p here and. we had a hip* strike
a successful strike. I think we pulled more jobs"~than we did
in the famous general strike in 1917. "re covered rmite a
territory and in Ontario, Canada there -"ere lumber "workers

. were, out on that time were part of them. Back in the~st*te
of I'aine even we had an organization* I know the fellow that
went back there to organize, fellow by the name of Leonard
Bolton and he had more guts than sense. So we had a successful
strike that came out and went very good and we gained members.
Occording to record we had the biggest membership in the spring
of '23 in the lumber workers. We had around twenty-five thou-°
sand members at that time in the lumber industry alone. That's
more than v/e had in 1917 although we had members coming in
then too by the thousands, they^were flocking in. But°they
gained some concession and of course there were members trying
to hold what they had you see and there was some talk about
having another strike in the fall you see* Some of them you
know, wanted to strike all of the time but others wanted to
maintain organization to build organization. There v/as another
thing what Jesus some of them anarchists when I talk about
power they think about power of the individual, I do no such
a thing. But you got to create power, without organized power
you have.nothing. But i mean collective power, I don't mean
some f/Iussilini or some Hitler or some Stalin power, individual
power. But I believe the power of organization and if you are
going to get anyplace you sacrifice a/lot of things to maintain
that mower. You hold the organization together* "You do things
that you don't even l ike in order to maintain organization* So
•■/hen they had a conference in Portland in a by n;olly I think
it v/as in August of course there was the time"-once, when I-went
to prison. And they decided not to hold, they had the elected
delegates stand for job organization* They were elected from
many jobs around the northwest there and they decided not to
have any strike. They went back with the strike bil l , went
out on the job and spread it all around there wouldn't be any
strike and the members settled on there wouldn't be any strike.
But they were too naive you see, they the.average 7obb]y, the
average member including myself we were naive you know. We •
were trusted, we like to trust people and we hadn't been subject
to this conspiracy and this pol i t ical intr igue what you f ind
more in pol i t ical organizations both radical and conservative.
God if they can't have some intrigue and some secret conspiracy
going why they are not happy! They got to have that's part ofit they enjoyed that scene. But you see we were naive vou know
so instead of preparing for that which they should have° done
and said "This is the final, don't recognize any other strike
bill coming out, this is the decision of the lumber workers
conference headquarters." And what happened? Instead of that
a few days after here comes another bunch of people going
through the lumber carras saying that the strike is on and the
o t h e r - s t r i k e b i l l w a s p h o n e y ! ' •

Tracy : These v/e re Communists you think?
Herb : ?!o I wouldn' say that they was, I don't know. Ho I wouldn't
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say that because after al l Pm not, I 'm arf i pol i t ical program
I 'm ant i d ic ta torsh ip . But j . 'm not a l together, I 've a lo t o f
friends both in the Trotkyists and anon™"the C? and so on so
I'm not narrow minded especially since I was out of the organ
isation for a long t ine. I f ight prejudice in ay own mind'
because it don't get nowhere. But I 'm anti certain part of
their program and I'm not bashful to .tell them so. Wo whoever
it v/as that could have been agent provocateurs. -,7e had a
certain element of the left wing that was anit Communist but
they felt that the organization v/as becoming too centralized
you see. They wanted more decentralization and more of go in
the corner and do your thing you see if you know what I mean.
I know I leave the "h" out when I pronounce "thing" but never
mind that part of it. (laugh's) So that was a diaster in the
lumber,'that was a diaster. Thev didn't know they create
confusion and you 'see lot of the members they were not versed
in that, what the hell are those people trying to do, here
comes a strike bill telling no strike and here comes another
there is gonna to be a strike. And the last thing a 'Tobbly
wanted to do even the most backward ones they didn't want to
be a scab! "hen the strike bill comes that was part of his
religion you see! That was Christ l ike having the choice of
3t. Peter asking them whether they wanted to go to heaven or
go to hell why you know .-/hat Z mean., the choice was easy to
melee! So they created a lot of confusion. It was tragic,
there were thousands throwing away their cards and the contro
versy started. That was ^art of i t but that v/as taking part
in other parts of the country which was not as ebvious'Vs- this
par t icu lar inc ident I 'm te l l ing but a l l th rough the organizat ion
this split the organization was torn apart. ":.7e lost a lot of
members and there was a fight end ..it became so bitter ir places
there were even fist fights you see, V/e 11" we -/ere in the
prison at the time and you can .just imagine r>eople who were
devoted to something that are fanaticalWiuch more than I am
now you see. Christ I was just l ike a religious fanatic about
the revolut ion, about the class struggle at that t ime. Lived
for i t ! Worked for i t ! You. drempt about i t in your sleep?
And that was much harder that split that took Place then/ than
anything the prison and being convicted and all of that stuff.
That v/as just details compared to feeling that the thing you
had v/orked for and well for lack of another word, suffered for
was split wide open. That was hell, that was hellish. And '
some of them carried it on even with the split in their own
ranks. But some of us we had a mantal element here to.preserve
that we refused to go along with that. 7e talked to all of them
regardless of what stand they took and v/e had a good library
there. 7e sent out for ourselves and friends sent in books.
V/e had probably the best labor library on labor subjects of any
-group of people in America right there in San Ouentin at the
time! Yes, we had everything yah, and I ' l l never forget there
because some of them was lucky, we had neople that had far
more better education that had a command of the English lang
uage than I do. But there war; a woman, there that later becamea Communist sympathesizer, a millionaire woman in California
that v/as friendly to labor. '.nd she sent us in a Christmas
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present for fifty dollars to the group you see. Well v/e thought
the best was to do to huy books for it/ 3o I says "But some-°
body ought to v/rite arid thank her," Well, we looked at each
other and nobodyL so i wrote her, .And vou know how purchase
is spe l led* So I spe l led "o / rchace" as "surcharge, " Wel l ' i t
was a simple mist alee with anybody. I've seen people born and
raised in this country go to" high school make as much mistake/
But to me I was studying English at the time and boy was my
face red when I discovered afterwards that I had spelled it as
"charge" you-know as you change something, "puroharge" instead
of "purchase" because it sounded like it to me When somebody
say it you see. I thanked her for the books. Well that
showed how simple minded I could be you know, just a poor
square that tries to get along in this wrrlrd. (laughs) Yepr
so that was that and of course from then on then came the' Dep
ression and then it v/as still, and of course there's no
question about it that the Communists had a policy and some
are bitter about it. We were torn in the side, us Wobblies
they wouldn't join us you see, he had a reputation of being
the most mil i tant organization in America, And they invited
us to join and we would be the labor faction of the Communist
Party in this country. But -ve couldn' t see that dictatorship
and of course probably part of it we would have been just as
wel l - i f we had, I don' t know. History wi l l decide that, prob
ably never decide but it wasn't done and of course a lot of
them left. Instead of taking orders from some big shot at the
top, we wanted to, so we voted against it when the question
after Williams came back from Leningrad, We voted on that
refreiidum, that vote didn't carry and we later refused to
affil iate and of course then -'-le fat was In the fire. We
were subject for liquidation and they wouldn't do anything
and they had money you know. Of course they readhed the in
tellectuals who was writing books and so on, A lot of the
books v/as written at that time afterwards and other people who
were fr iendly to our organisation they go to Social ists,
People who v/rite books they go to Socialists for information
you know they go to a library and there they and the books
where it says that the I.TV7., the wonderful history they had
in the past you loiow the free speech fights and the' militant
workers all over the country, the fights they, how improving
the conditions and the noneompromising stand", but sorry to say
they fell to pieces at the end of the First "World War/ Because
that v/as a part of their program to say that because when they
left and joined the Communist Party and when v/e wouldn't affiliate
with it well of course it was a good argument to put that when
we missed these prominent intellectual members in^the organization
well they couldn't carry on with all the dumbells that was left
you see! So of course we went to pieces at the end of the
First World War. And- I'm not telling you propaganda but I'm
trying to tell you here and _ have proof for it that v/e did
hav'.- more members at least in the industrial union by far. in
whwt 7 was a member of in '23 and probably would have continued
but the thing that took place and the Depression come along
and so on. But even later on, even after I quit the organization
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over some personal matter in ' Yl we had an or^;u' nation in
Cleveland. We had job control of shops of thut'tool and dye
makers which is one of the most skilled crafts in America,
The tool and dye makers that make tools and.dyes for other
craftmens you see we had control of that. And they wanted a
speaker that v/as coming here, Cederwall, he v/as right in the
midst of it and had the experience of it and if you have a
chance you should hear him, he's a good speaker had a good sense
of humor and he can say a lot in a few words. He could say ten
times more in a few words than I can. I ramble all over
creation and I need not tell you! I think you should get ony
you try to control me there because I no governor on my
mouth machine there.

Tracy : Well, that was the last question that I really had, I suppose
we could end the tape new.

Herb : I think you should get back to Elmer Smith there though. But
I have already told that, that I tel l you about taht story
I wanted to emphasize that he v/as a marked man before the"
Centralia shootings scrap. And the only thing he did was to
give legal advice to them when they came and asked him If
they had a right to defend themselves, He said. "You have
t h a t r i g h t * "

m.y»

^o*

Tracy : Tell us about what went on in Centralia,
Herb : Well, there were two stories in the midst of the organization

had one story, we had the other story and that is that they
choose to have the parade there, they never had before -

Tracy : This was the American Legion?
Herb : Yeh, it was the American Legion, they had a parade and of

course citizens that were along with it, sympathesisers and
flag wavers and super patriots"and what have*you. But they
were using the Legion as a cats paw you see. And they stopped
in f ron t o f the ha l l .

Tracy : The I,W.W. hall?
Herb : Yes. Now they say that they started to shoot at them when

they were in the ranks. That's a lie. °ommori sense would
tall you it 's a lie.- Ho more people are going to start
unless they are stark raving mad, they are not going to start
shooting at a bunch of people in a parade; a bunch of soldiersin a narade. ~'rculd they?

?racy : Yeah, it doesn't make sense.
arb : Doesn't make sense. ' They broke ranks. They were marking time,

•what they call in military venucular, stopped there and marking
time there came to a halt and sort of marking-time. Somebody
made a "Let us go" and they went for the hall/ broke into ttie
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door and they were met with a fusilade of shots. It wasn't'
Everst the fellow that v/as killed and mulitated, I guess he
done the most shooting, -^ut the best authority for that is
Palph Chaplin's "Centralia Conspiracy." -1- understand it 's
out of print. I had one there. I saw the widow of Ralph •
Chaplin before she died. She used to live in Tacorna, Edith
Chaplin, But I have one I think if I can find it if somebody
didn't swipe it from me down in my doghouse in the basement.
But I think it's coming out in print again down in Houston,
That is the best authcratative statement of the Centralia
massacre*

Tr'cy : But Elmer Smith was not present.
Herb : He was not in it at all but he v/as, due to the fact that he

had given that advice that they had a right to defend themselves
he was tried in. a place call TIontesano down here in Grays
Harbor County he was tried. And of course they brought in,
intimidated the jury, ^-ney brought in the National Guard and
they had the army in there to you Jmow to intimidate the jury
and" so on. And of course they were convicted and they did I
think there were twenty years. Anyway they got out. They are
all out been out' many years and I thin!" some of them took
parole but a fellow by the name of Boy Baker he didn't want
to take a parole and he wasn't out t i l l the last. We wouldn't
take the parole in San Quentin either you s^e. The group in
San Quentin wouldn't take the parole. They did take some of
them did in Walla Walla. There were fewer of us but the maj
ority of us pledged ourselves that we'd done our time, *7eweren't going to go in there when the year was up we go in
and get before the prison parole board and they set your time
and they sk you a lot of questions and so on. But most of
them just Hiked right at them and just grinned and said, "I
have nothing to say". We do our time. Ofcourse they call up
one for fourteen at that time they would give you fourteen years
but most of them got either four or five years and then you
got t ime off for good behavior. Well I lost four months, notfor anything I did myself but for going out on strike with the
rest of them. We had a long one there that lasted about ninety
days you know and about fourteen days of that time we went on
a.hunger strike. They made the bread so damn bad that we couldn't
eat it. So v/e took a stand if they try to starve us to death
we'd said we going to call their bluff and we're going to
speed up the process so we went on a hunger strike. But you
know we tried to keep it under control. . I v/as one of them
that spoke up. WTe don't believe that we can make the state of
California come to terms by doing tliis, V/e can't you know, we
haven't got the power and all v/e can do is to make a good
protest and show that they don't have us buffaloed, so to
speak. So when after we broke the hunger strike we went back •
eating again. But that-was about ninety days v/e were locked
up but then we were in a cell. But that was the last one.
You see the fellow who was captain of the - ami I boring you now?
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Tracy :.Oh no!

Kerb : He was capt-in of the yard, he had been a Pinkerton man and
he made a boast in the San Francisco paper that he know how
to handle those Wobblies. There wouldn't be no strike by the
I.W.W. when he was captain of the yard. So we called his bluff.
So that morning you see after he had three in the dungeon, two
he had thrown in because of the work stoppage and the third
one v/as thrown in the dungeon because when he had a visitor on
Saturday he tried to get information out to our defense office
and he was thrown in, so we had three in there. So we pulled
the pin on him and stopped working. Well they tried to talk
us out of it you see and they sent us out in the yard. He
didn't want to because he had been on raoord that he had it
under control you see, there wasn't going to be no strike by
the Wobblies while he v/as captain of the yard," So they sent
us out there to talk it over, thought v/e would weaken. Ho.
we didn't weaken. So they took us there in front of us and
he give it the lecture and he said, "You are doing your time
as individual prisioners, he don't recognize no organization
as far as he wore concerned, we were in their as any ohter
criminal." I guess I was the one that suggested that, a fellow
by the name of Thompson, very intellectual man, good education.
He's a walking encyclopedia. But he got to be a weak timid
voice so you couldn't hear him. I wanted that you could hear
him well. So when Thompson didn't suit me what he said so I
told them I says, "I donft give a damn what you be3.ieve in
captain Hobbs, I'm going on what we believe in. We came in as
an organization and we are going to leave as an organization
or know the reason why" and I says, "and what the hell are you
going to do about it!" So they sent us back in the yard and
they talk it over you know *nd it was middle in the afternoonbefore they make up their minds. But then when their honor
v/as broke, they took us up there and made us strip naked you
know, looked through our clothes for matches and tobacco and
see that v/e wouldn't have anything you know cigarette paper and
so on, of course I don't smoke eny. And of course t>.ey were
ferocious then. But that is one time you know I never" had no
prejudice anyway against the colored people as far as that is
concerned. I didn't have no prejudice against other convicts
as far as that is concerned unless they were sneaks you know,
some of them slimy bastards that were doing the bidding of the
£fades away]. But I saw when people who were doing life for
smuggling they would take chances to get over there and get in
tobacco to those fellows who wouldn't take chances that could
lose good time. So some of them fellows had good guts and prin
ciples. Yes you bet. Didn't bother me any because I didn't
smoke anyway and that Thompson was next door to me you know and-
of all the things he would nick on, he v/as going to try to teach
me Greek on toilet paper. He wrote Greek alphabet characters
on. the toilet paper and passed it on to the next .cell! (laughs)

Tracy : Well I think we can stop the tape now. I think we've got about
everything we need. Thanks a lot.

Herb : Well, it hasn't been a very good, there's so many things to say..^e


