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Intervieg«with Herb Edwards (1893~ )
: /o1 nd of Blmer Smith
= 26%9 45%h 5 Seattle. Tashingston
125, 1978 = Byl vmes Dol von
Herbert s goins to Bell vs a2 1itile bit zbout the I.7.W. baok
in the early days. I decided to do this interview for a couple
gF reasohns. A Triend of mine, Tom Copeland. back in St. DP ul
was interested in the I.W.W.. He wes interested in particular
in Elmey Stuart Smith because he graduated from Macalester College
where Tem and I both went to school. Zlmer Smith is dead now,
he's been dead since the thirties, but Tom found out about Mr.
Edwards who was a friend, an zcguainteance of Elmer Smith's =2nd
we were going to talk to him a little bit about Mr. Smith and
we zlso went to lmnow about Herb periences in the I.W.%
we ecagn start with you, 2t I want to know
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out of Tiason, ~isconsin to be specific. There were two bunkhouses.
In the biz bun'thouse they h=d about a hrundred and twenty men.
There was one2 door in one end =2nd two =mall windows »nd the
ventilation =3 a hole in the ceiling vhere you open znd shut.
The budkcook would zome along in the evening you know and open
it up at aight when you are going to bed so you get some air.
There'd be two stoves, two barrel stoves made out of barrels,
gagcline barrels, I guess in the bunkhouse =2nd there'd be three
ttones in the bunkhouse, double decked bunks, no bath¥ ’
no washroom, no way of washing your clothesﬁgﬂﬁ%he outside in a
coal oil can, you know a container where you washed your clothes
in and you would do that on a Sunday. The workday was from day-
light to dark and you started out when it was dark in order to
get to the job when it was daylight and that would probably be
three, four miles in some cases. So the days were long and the
pay was small and the chuck was poor and the living conditions
was still poorer and the wages was less than what you could live
on. Now %that tells it in as few words as I can. That was general
at that time especially in the Midwest. But they furnished
blapitets_atleast here. fter you come out West here you became
- 30, They didn't even furnish your bedclothes, you
had to carry them from place to nlace. And the average logger
was subject to a condition where it was just unbearable you
mowr for = normal human being, but then we were not normal at
thet time, they were timber beasts., But you come into a city
and if you too% a drink or two, the volice would be looking for
vou, Taey arrast you and rob you but you were arrested. It
never hanpened to me but it hapnened to thrusands of loggers
that war. TRobbed tham of their monsy, turn them loose, broke,
70 hzelr to the job and work ont sand get a few dollars and when
they got sick =nd. tired of it they'd go b=ck into town. Start
tne thing over again, get drunk, get robbed either by visiting
some plzce you lnow, where they could get relief of their manly
anergy or vastever you would call it.end they were just as rob-

~

hed there too and =0 on. So that was the story of that industry
ofore it become orgsnized =nd you sce the employers were used

to that times, they were conditioned, they wouldn't tollerate .
anybody trying to organize, they were a crinminal act. S0 here
comes that organization slowly but surely after they had had
fights in some parts of the country, in Paterson, New Jersey and
in Lewrence, Mzssachusetts there were zbout forty different lang-

Ter .

uages spoken in that strike and the I.7.7. orgenized tThem for
the first time! ‘here they had children working in the cotton
mills, whare an adult would be more apt to bresk the threads and
'S0 On. ~men they went on strike to iwmnroye that condition
ond it wan = delegation of women that went fwbin New York to
sublicise thst to the newsvaper snd get the news to the oubliec.
The constabulsary, the police, there in Iawrence att-ck them as
they were getting on the trnin and beat on the omen and child-
ran both, just bezt them to in_gensibility some of them and that
me the condition e had to coutend with, Bubt T didn't know

: zoout thnt because here I was = losger and you had your
he grindztone, working nrrd y u come into tovm and you
r o attention to it. You re~d sbout these "Wobblies"

o’

e

-t

J - - - . -
per, they didn't cnll them "7obblies" then, the I.W.W..
urze they had =2 n=m2 for it, they s2id "I “on't Work"
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it stood for it you see =nd some of them would say "I Tant iskey"
and others would szay "I Vant Tomen" whatever they thought was '
vrong vith that they wvould say. But it was 211 bad vrovagands

you see, ther2 were bad neople, they burned haystacks, they ruined
form machirerr, they drove covver nails in fruit trees, they were
211 bzd., ‘nd I herrd this thing and being young and innocent

with rvative background, a conservative Tutheran background,

P
\ ink that you wers too resvectable to get tied up with
2. bunch of radicels you know, you r=2lly n=2d to keep [ ?] back
that =2sn't the thing to do! So but later you learned that that
~was a lot of cock =nd bull stories so and of course the best
teacher is the condition y»u are subject to and to make a state-
ment now I maintain no one can b2 a good rebel, can be a2 real
‘revolutionist unless he has be=n subject to conditions himself.
He may have read books about 1t, he ray visuvalise it and he may
have sympathy and compassion to people subject to such conditions
but you really don't understand it before you've been under it,
under the, you krow, a couple of hard knocks. They say that
the whesl that does the sguecking is the wheel that gets the
grease and thet's why, thait's the I.7.7.. They know that too

30 they figursd they better sgueek you see, and so they got
conditioning t:.rough coniliiions! And to mske a2 long story short
I czn say there was no organization in America that nioneered
more for betisr conditionz, that did more with less members and
less money th@=n the I.”.7.. And the membars developed a devotion
to it that was unknown in the other lsbor orgsnizations. There
wae 2 religious fevour thai people would be beat up in free

spesch fights 211 over the country. And they would ride boxcars
and ride the suts of a 774 to stey underneath the freight
train to cross the country to teke nart in the fight, to take
part in the dead of winter srd freezing, like the young Jeish

fellow that came from Tew Yori: when they had the free speech fight
in Snokane. He died underne=th, they found him dead under the
freight trzin and he wes cold Jdead. And of course emotion had

s, 1ot to do with it. Elmer Smith and I had thet in common that

we were higkly emotionsl and had = strong sense of justice and

a stronz sense of comrazsion for %trouble of other people and
that's whet got Smith into trouble. Now I'm back to a - if it's
okay with ycu, you may shut it dovm if you want to, but I like

to bring Smith intn the vnicture. To lay the foundation that

was the condition of everything I could mention case after case,
caze after cazse where conditions was bad but we would spend all
day talking sbout it because there was so much of it, what
happened to me =z2nd what happened to thousand others. For instance
T hired out on thz cteambozat one time, there was no work at that
time, Time was slzck here and a bost thzt was going to British
Columbia 2nd haul »zner from Paul Rubber dom here for the news~-
vapers and ~he come bzel here ve worted thirty-six hours

=)
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streizht without a stop znd you know we didn't have no other
azreement but we thought e would get overtime pay for it. No
there 2z no such thing you ges and wnen re come to pay out we
got pnid out straight at the rate of forty dollars a month and
of courze some of them didn't like it. 7211 T just got mad.
tnd I got to shore =snd I lmow that T gzot to start a fight there
and T challenged one of the engineers on the ship and the
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in of the worl crrws to come ashcre and oh I was ravins

nad, I would fizsat them cone 2t 2 time 2rnd 811 =t a time za2rd
I swore ~t then =nd everything but ”dﬁt zood did it do you see?
You ~o %0 a lzbor commicsionar and re! 21l in cshoots with the
emnlovers you 7ot no redress of arlevuﬂce. iven as lete as here
in the thirtiez I went un to an assistant lebor comm¢s ionar here
in Hown and I knov I was zoing to get into trouble. And that
w25 alfter they got the HRA and whatnot voul tnow so you had to
|ive more *“teu, but he had me g1l snotb d. He had heard about
the case before T come in. I know T wouldn't get any redress
of grievence but I went to see him anyway just to get if off my
mind. And after ae had given me a lecture I told hln I says,
"You ‘mowr what I think you 2re? I think you serve the sane
pur-ose for the lumbv_ barrons 2s a barber vole do to a dog."
T 5275, "I think you're z pissing nost for the lumber barrons."
He threw the door wide oven, he was ~oing to throw me out when
I szays, "You stzrt in right now to throw me out and you see what
we will do" but he didn't. 2nd T took along = big Swede by the
neme of Burke that I wanted to witness because I know I was going
to, T thought when T came, 2nd he sz2id afferwards, "Goll", he

says, "you could zet us into troudble!"™ And T says, " e are in
trouble right rnow, I hope!" (laughs)

Can vou tell us a little bit about the incident in Centrzlia and
about Elmer Smith's involvenent in it?
Yes., I didn't lnow Elmer th~t time. T probably
had neard about him but I i ized there were so many.
I mowed esbort Yarndermeer ne L. 7.7. cases in

1,

nicago in 1918 when over T em were arrasted and
tried and finally convicted &nd sent to Levenworth during the
wey ineluding Hsaywood and Rel-h Chapli nd others., But I

ine n
Tirzt I hesrd about him
1o

did»'t Imow zbout Zlmer Smith., The
vas when the Centrslia troubles tool nlazce 2nd then afterwards

T got to lesrr more about him. He was 2 young attorney that

came there and he found conditions bad for the Workln“neople.
He had a symnasthetlc nature and he toox cases to help the work-

Te
ingneoples so he becane a markzed man before the Centralia trouble.
The emnloyers, =specislly the lumber sawdnst kings or whatever

term you want to use, they didn't like a fellow like that because
he was bumping into their business, you know. Some were cheated
out of nay 1n some cages ard others would be injured and they
wouldn't get no STEHE 8bmpeny doctor would falsify the injuries
30 YOu ”ould“'* get ,any 1naw§ﬁnne vou see, The doctor was on

tne other side %1t washtS get anr insursnce, stuff like

that. OSmith would take some of those cases. you know and he won
hem, He was a good spesker and I gwess he was a good =z2ttorney.

He hnd one weslkness and that is, he lile people, he liked to

'et people. He was ontimistic, he was 2lweys thinking that
until 7 knov different e would 2lways Thousht that people vere
alri-nt vhat he met you mec. - And one of them that were killed
in Centralia 2t that ftime, Zsotain Grirn - they were more or
less on I: ie"dly terms. nd the neonle in Oerntralis know that

A
to be reided in 1919 because they had been
11 s 1- N o, - mi, ) S
they broke un thae Turnitire., They broke the
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hall, the mob of vigilantes, the would be patriots, the stooges
of the lumber barrons., The; 7 broke into the hall and smashed
the furniture =2nd stele the iano. So they ¥now th-t something
was going to havner. So Hl*ner would t=1k to Captain Grimm or
Cantzin Grimm would go and warn Elmer th=t he better keev his
nose out of it becziuise there was going to be trouble znd there
were! A newsboy by the name of Tom Lausiter haéd been tzken
outside of tom, beaten up 2nd left in a2 ditch there and he had
to crawl back to town, blind man, and all he did, he was selling
the Industrial Vorker, the I.W.W. paper on the street' So
people alive today you know, I believe live under more liberal
condition and we should be glad and pleased that that condition
had at least improved from that time because after the First
World ¥ar for a couple of years there conditions were as bad

as in some parts of the country as they would be in WVazi Germany.

If you were engaged in any m,,anlaatlo'n activity you were a

marked men. If the vigilantes didn't get =2fter you and beat
you ur, tne police threw you in the can and be~t you up. You'd
ve blacklisted so you couldn't get 2 job. I changed my name
30 many times during that time I didn't remember my own name

on some of the jobs =2nd so 4id others. - One fellow I know when

he went and called for his time he didn't remember his nsme. (laughs).

‘men did you first meet Tlmer Smith?

I met hin, I had zone dowm to Eurek~ to work in the redwoods,
F"re“f, California and Humbolt County. I h»d been there a short
time before I was =rrestoe »nd then ras charged with criminal
syndicalism =nd I was ou* on i1 for = few months and then
tried snd I was acguitted on tnat trial and of course they
thought you know ., that I had a belly full after a trial and so
they were double angry with me after T continued., I paid no
attention to Lt I corntinued., In fact I had the evidence of
that, that res uhe Armistice Day that year and the jailer, he
was the son of the chief of police, T think his neme was Collen,
T thirk I hove it in my file., And he was drunk that night and
I et him on the street =2nd he stzrted to lecture to me zni he
says, "7e got the ice on you", he says, "Some nights we ars
going to come dovm and tie you bzshind an avtomobile and drag
vou til yvour guts are dragging out", he ssid. And I didn't feel
too hapvy about it you know, but at the same time I wasn't
showing no white feathers. And I laughed at him and I savs,
"That's no way to treat a men", T says, "I would obgect strem~
iously to a tre-tment lilke tbat" (TaU»qa) I told him. T says
"ot the hell you talking =bout, that's no way to trest a2 man."
I just kidded hin you know, out‘anﬂ that night 1q0ﬁda4tly I

—s5Ll

“took it serious. Fellows wanted me to stay with another family

there so they woulda't b= the place where I was staying and T
was coing to cor 01" with their wishes and st=y there that night
put then I got to talking about it. I haven't done anything
wrong. I hed one triml, I was acguitted. . The newspaper lied
about it, they even in nlt d the jury and said that the women
on the jury huszed and iszed me to Teedom and all that kind of
stuff, So T i "y ?b u1ld I o and stay somevlace else?
T'm going to sty rlcnt h

.:) (D

-JO

" S0 I vent and asked the landlord



X3

.o

Yerb 6

d Thirty-eioht long barreled Colt I

for = gun and he had 0l
< e niztol. ‘nd I sot the box of shells.

:“.n
nl 5 was o resl hors
UQ:L ~e N (XY S R nors
S
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I berricaded *he room snd I stayed there =t nizht. 3But there

ig =2nother man 10 sno r you the Tobbly snirit, an old fellow

vorker of mine, he's living im town e retired. He got his

leg cut off right in 2 fTreizhs train some years 2z0 so he's

cripnle. An Jmerican fellow by the name of Harry Clark. He

said to me, he says, (he had = husky voice) "T '11 stay with you"
n

he says. "Well," I says, "you don'% have too. "Jell" he says
"I'll come and stay with you." So he stayed th?u night with me
end I think lacked both imagir ~ation and nerves because he slent
like 2 log a2ll night whereas I had a2 gun laying on the cheir

and every little noise I heard I just woke up. 4nd I'm no gun
man, the only time, only o 1ce, another time I carried a gun. T
do:'t belweve in that. don't think there's much orotection

to you in the first plqce and I don't believe in that kind »f a
society where you have to “rotect your iife with 2 gun. It's
Toreign to my beliefs and my nature, But I did. I wasn't about
to run away and I wasn't go0in: to let a bunch of hoo&lums kill
me without some rebuttal, somz reaction S0 nothing hanvened,
Anyway that was that. 3o I'm digressing nere, Tlmer Smith. In
the spring then of the year 2ftervards we had a8 -

jQ .

t

“ell of course I'm not mals so L don't need to worry about

giving my age swzy. e in the snring of 1922, Ir fact

the next month it'1l ce shat time., ingd then we, I suggested

we get Smith to come nd sreals to our meeting and we had
gzgzles hall rented tiﬂe and Smitha consented to come

dovm there to soesk. I worked in the woods there so T was

on the committee to f meeting but we had other

& ., e}
members on the commitiee and rether we had somebody on the
comnittee that wes a a; T provocateur or whether they were so
dumb that they didn't know any hetter or that the ~rinter sab-
otaged our hzndbllls - because I had made out the handbills that
we should have had. e agreel on it before I went out to the
amp that weekend and when I come out the next weekend, I mean
Elmer was going to speak on the Saturdey night, they had our
handbill with red letters on i3 says, "The Red Attorney From
Ceﬂtralla,' Well, I know that was 11 te flashing a -~ but the
oublicity was out s0 you couldn't do anything about it. There
Was no use to worry sbout it so we went through with the meeting.
But the newspaper came out with inflamitory statements you know,
zhout that "Red ttorne"”, the fellcw that was the cause of the
shooting tragedy there in Tentreliam. Oh, they had vicious
pron'~?nﬁq about nim. And then the Lme”lC”ﬁ Legion you _know,
£ 1

the fellows in chrrge of 1%, irhey were., I'm not, whep I spesk
2bout the ‘merican u%gio& T don't mesn all the mcmbprg, I
mean Lho 43! peoglp that started the organizetion in the first
they started in Freqce. It was st-rted by some
ry officiers that viere vwicrried about that the labvor
% 30 he so strong in this country and that thevy were
¢ 50 Bolgnevik after the war. So they started that

N
lon to the emnloying class. That's
tory of the American Tegion. But that’
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doesn't meen that all the members on it are that way. They join
on

it for =social reason snd reazon of imdrovement and so on like
enybody elze would joir. So they were not all bad, in fact
after the shooting scrzv, the cnaﬁter o Butte, the American
Letion chepter or whataver t all it. care out =and con-
demned the Legion for whet they dld in Zertrelia. But you-
ar> bzck To Oﬂrth there., Smith canme do el tJ speak. They
cazcellpd the hall, the Eagles, beceause they got cold feet.

hey didn't want no trouble with the avthorltles, with the
Lexlon and the police zand so orn, They czncelled it. So we
not the Finnish hall on the outside of towm. And as we got
tarted they didn't know there was going to be trouble but we
went there like nothing happened and Smith wes there ready to
speak when they came into the hall and they rzided the hall
and th ey took Smith to the jail. They kent him there at night.
And a Finn woman and I, we went up to the jail 2and see what was
taking nlace Naturally some of them that are not use to things
like that jOU know. I'm not =saying that they had any less
coursge than I had but you krnow they kind of” g0t tlmld and
little cold feet so they kind of shyed away from things like
that. But I felt a reaponc1b111ty, I mean T wzs more than
enybody else, we had irvited him down there and if they were
coing to do anything to Smith I figured they'd better do
"om5thing to me too. So they 1 Smith out about mldnlght
Took him down to a placs vher Was cuﬂylng, I didn't tﬂv
in my regular room =2t that nl ith a Finnish
family. 4nd Smith came there 25 were running
sround all night round thsat b 1 night., It
reminds me, I was thinking =b ries about the covered
t in

<+

wagon vhen they come across &
thh the Indians (laughs). ind there wers those ﬁhvtﬂ Tndlaﬂs
here we were surrounied by 2ll night lonz. “nd so the next
dey - we dida't sleep much., <& nad an ola "Betsy" at that
ime T had borrowed from somebc wouldn't have done
much good but somebody would hwve gone ovﬂ with me and so
nothing hanpened. But the next day yo: ! ™A, Blmer was going
to go dowm south and I wanted to wait to train time, take him
on the train and be under thas charge of fthe reilroad and I
igured it would be safer there but some of them there, the
Finn woman snd some others there, her husband and others they
thought we should go in a car snd I was against it but I believe
in magorltj rule so I went 2long with it. %ell as soon 23 we
got outside of the town the cars were stoopved. They took us
ut, held us under guzrd and threatened %o lynch us and sbused
and insulted but without oputting a hand oa us nhysicelly. But

O

they ere you know insultizng and you knov and so on with Smith
and me Took us cut 2nd ohctographed us and threatened us

with whot they were going to do. But Smith was a good influsnce
if I had eny nervous condition why he was s good therany because
he was calm cool =nd collected and I keen my head and we set
there and talked like nothing happened. One young man there
held the other rifle there wer= two with rifles in the hall you
knov. He czme over to me and he looked 2t me you know and he
52id "You doa't look like a bsd fellow.," Tell I looked &% him
~nd I says, "Feither do you" I says, "but whzat the hell =2re you
doing with that rifle!" (laughs) Anyway they nut me on the train
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that nich: =nd the train was loaded you Yrnow, rith businessmen,
cockroaches from Bureks was having = Roman Holidar you know, h=d
got rid of these rndicals, "The Red Attorney FProm Centrslis”
and thet God demned “obbly. know they said I had a fluke
trial, that's what they called them because T was the first

that was acquitted, the rest of them hz2d got convicted on crim—
inal syndicalism you know. You didn't have to do anything you
know, course that's ancther story. And but I got cleared and
of course they called it = fluke trial. That was a trizl there
was something wrong becsuse I wasn't convicted so they were =21l
resenting that you know, the powers that be., Tell we came dovm
to a place and there wes that young fellow got on there he was
a husky, sturdy fellow with = red overcoat =nd he looked like
the Rocl- of Gibralter. He brought us along, he came up where

I was setting. Taey dida't have me under guard or anything on
the trein but they rviere there I suppose if I was getting -~ he
s=id he come out there =nd take you off the train. And the
trein stopped there quite awhile you know and he says "I got

s bunch of fellows out there" znd they were vnloaded for bear
you know. ¥ell that was a ticklish provosition. I was tempted
Yo go elong with it but I thought, "Is it worth it? There's
going to be somebody rilled on both sides." So you had to think
auick and I says, "Ho, I'm going on to Segn Francisco snyway',

I says "just forget about it." TI've been wondering ever since
what I should heve done then bui you lno7 you got to think
quick. But I figured, "Is it worth it? Just another God damned

4

med orgy of killing, is it worth it?" and so I ssid "no", I

() -

says, "I'm going on" ani =hen they were going to teke me off
the train there was no doubi thare wers fellows on the train
there that were losded to bear you may be sure of that. And
snyway ve came down to San Francizco and Elmer had been taken
back to the jail =2zsin in Bureka. They wanted %o intimidate
him. They wanted to humiliste him you see. But he keep his
cool you know, he had a chsracter, he had what it took. He
was o resl man, Blmer Smith. So we met in San PFrancisco the

dey after he come down znd sa7 211 the peper. It was favorable,

the Call Bulletin, the famousz =ditor he =gs famous from one

end of the country to the other, Freemont Older, the most famous

editor San Frencisco ever produced. He was engaged in volitics

and one time in a scandel there you knov where the grafters

were hevinz control of the whole city government. e got kid-

napped and taken out of torm and dumped there and they were

going to kill him. He hed quite a story too, Freemont Older,

if you ever read hiz story its sguite a story about scandel and

~otdties in San Prancisco. But that's another story, so to

speck. So they came there with 2 photographer =nd they took

= story. Ouite a true story they told it the way we said it

and I gusass I gave you that. So theat's when I met Elmer Smith

end he wented me to be =2 witness. I'm making & long story a

1ittle longer instend of meking 1t short. He wanted me to be

n witness in Sscramento. ‘hy I don't know, my graying bones

were rattling worse then than they do novw. But you kmow I

hnd & loud voice and I guesns my nersonizlty at the time was

tolernble 2nd so he wanted me as a witness, (laughs) I'll never
o 1

forzet one time you know he wa rind of teasing the judge. He .
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told me he says "Go ead and recilts thet Declaretion of Inde-
pendence” he =zaid to me. And the judee 3aid, "e'll do no such
a thing!" and I waz gl=d the judze said it because I wouldn't
have rememberad the Dzelsrstion of Indeneadence word for

word!  (laucghs)

“as it as a result of that tridl that you wound up being chsrged
for criminal syndicalism?

Well, that was in another case we were as a witness. That's
how we zot arrested thers you see, :

Where was that?
In Sacramento, Californiz. Thet was in ipril or let me see, no
we vere arrested. The trial of a €asdapfar firey, two of them
that were members of the orgsnization théy “ere tried for crim-
inal syndicalism. One turne
21l right. The only one I know
California that turned out phoney, = young fellow that had been
in the Navy, nukked up his =uts and =0 on. There wenst't any-—
thing to say because there 5 nothing secret zbout it. e
were open and above board and that's what irritated them you
know. They thought theres waz something secret about it you
sze but no we were a lshor o nization. You cen't t2ke a
you have 10 be open more or
less. You protect the record of the orgzaizstion as much as
you can and so on but your =zcziivities was~ open and above board.
You can't lake a labor, vou csn take a2 coasvirscy, =2 few poli-
ticans meeting in a becseneni someplace and they talk about the
revolution there's going to be sometime ~hen they got organized
tead. 3ut a labor organization with a
nism

end all such things inste=
program of industrial unionizn, you can't take that underground.

So you were really sent to nrison just because you testified

that you were members?

I zot out on bail eventuzlly in the summer. I was there, let's
see from April to July and then I got out on bail. A fellow up
in Bureka sent my bail down here and T gzct out then. I had
been elected on the organizgtion committee of the lumber workers
during that time and I didn't want to resign as long as I got
out on bail T went right out on the field and bercame active
again. I went up to Fort Bragg and there's another example to
show what the stooges of the lumber barroans would do you see.

I ot word from Chicago about what had havvened in Fort Brags.
Tiey wented me to go up there 2nd see vast wa~ going on. Tell

I had a »olicy at that time that if there was a consenus of
opinion that somebody was nceded to go anyplace, I wouldn't
ston. Thatv don't mean to s2ry that I was the fearless kind. I
7ot a very sensitive nervous system. !y nhysical coursge is
avite limited but I had a bull headed tendency to say that and |
I had a certain amount of whai you c21l moral courage. You know

)

T feel they czn't do that to 72 you know, that's not koshier you
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see., But the word we got ont there thet a fellow by the name
of J-hr Sta2ll from Eureia had beern dowm %here, he was 2 travel-—
ing “elegate and he had been arrested. The vigilantes had
talen, alons wvith the police mind you, tz2ken him out on the
benck, beat him dncov~““one, left him on the beach unconscious
for the tide to come in and meke it loolr like drowninz and

two delesates that —vere +ith him were driven out of town. So,
maybe I'm getting the story too compicated, am I?

Yell it's interesting but it was a complicate time, I guess.
Conpliceted I should say it was complicated! That's why I
didn't want to tval so much zbout the na2st. I want to talk
about Elmer Smith because it's as complizated es hell. Christ
all nmichty I say it's comnlicated! Now ~when you look back on
some of it there you see you'rs, it's a great therapy for your

ezo you know, when you zet all and you feel of yourseTf going

ha

dowm the hill and when you loo% back 2%t TtThe tinme In one of
the trisl, the first trial I had in Sscromento, they believed
their ovm lies and 1t wes obvious that they wanted to keev
wromen off of the jury becaurs they had rzad that crap about me
being ’1f°ed and hugged to freedom in Euresp you see, so I
think the orosecuter and thev were delizerfly keeping women
off of the Jury in ny first trial in 3zcramento. And here a
honely old s~uare head, well I wasn'sg old 2% the time, I "as

s at!

young but I : lravJ renember mr T ner used to tell
me one time you know T w2 balling about sonething I muess
I was seven, eight years old. He sayz, "You are the homeliest

kid I've ever seen!™ he savs and you know it stuck with me.

C‘l

I vsed to go to the mirror you mow, >nﬂ T 700“‘Ju ny freckled
face znd T was wondering if I wasn't a3 homely as my father
s2id I was. (lauaas) ind it sort of, iz stuek in my memory
you see 50 I had never had an egotisn that wzy that I was God
gift to womenkind but they had that story in there and so on.
7ell aside from that, better cet awey from that. Anyway that's

. where I learned to meet Elmer Saitn. In fz2ct when we come down

there, not in the first trisl when we were the defendant. e
were arrested in the courtroom zs we left the stand.: ‘

T

Beczuse you testified that you were menbers of the I.7.W,?

Thet's right. It was Just as well, just =s important more im-

nortant than some of the other thi nnq T haven't telked sbout

to show you the nature of the criminal syn 1ﬂcallsm 12w, the

way 1t was vlzayed in Cslifornia, It was zuilt by association
as the term thzait's been used recently in some cases you know
they used it with regards to *The Communists for instence,

anlt by association. The law itself that was meaningless.

Tt sounded to me like a dog chasing his ovm tail. They were
ruaning around. Criminal syn ndicelism meant thab you teached,
2id =nd abetted; teached, =21d and abetted criminal syndicalisn..
Then they went do'm to define criminsl syndicalism and their
definstion of it was Just =25 meaningless and ma2de a2as the law
its21lf you see. So you ses if they could get the jury and
brain weash the Jjury, vrey oan their you lmow and spresl to their
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moral natriotism and thelir moral and labor nrsjudices, it was
a cinch to get copviction. and if somzbody held out, they
=ould sesre him, they would intimidate him 30 bad in the jury-
rHom. Becsuse when we were cornvicted that +1ﬂe the fellow vras
chairmanr of the Jjury thst hal z reputation of being fair to
labor, he wes so nervous, so frightened that he could hardly
hold the vnaper. He wes goirg like that, he was sheking like

2 leaf when he read the paper of the convigtion. And the

Zlu Klux Xlen for insztance —n3 strong in Celifornia at that
time. They were sweeving out all through the Testern country
at thot time in the early twventies and no doubt they hsd been
frightened there because wa never, the best we expected was =
hung jury. All they had on us, course I think we carried our
membership cerd just on vrinciple you see but I mean that's
because we went to the courtroom =nd said, sure we are members
of the T.W.W.. Thsre wzs no bezting about the bush and that
was supposed to be enough to convict Jou. Now the law and the
attorney thought well tiuy can't convict you for that because
no one is supprosed to be = wriitness ageinst himself you see it's
supposed to be part of the jurisorudence in this country
gurenteed by the CODStltDL’U“ and federal laws and state laws
and SO oOn.

true th=at they wouldn't

Tracy : Well, I've got & question. t it
trizl lilze that unless you aia say that
the I. .7

let you teotlpv qt a
you were a menber of

4

3
W
3

o
e

acter mwtvesses
ss. If they said
o

oD
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Taat's true. Thoze that we s

you know on there but their ﬁNtlmony IS uceT

they were not members “heir ntimony “ns disregsrded. But on

the other hand, the ones that were accepted -were paid, vprofessional
stool pigeons thet went from trial to trisl, n»neople like Coots

and Diamond =nd later c¢cn 2 fellow by the name of Munson and =2
couple of others you see. But Diamond =and Coots went to trial
fter trial and got paid for it. They were coached by the
prosecutor what they wanted him to s2y. All they had to say

was that "Bleackie Daily" or "Slim" blew up, ruined the farmer's
machine, put the 31tchfo*k znd ruined the farmer's machine in
Dakote or Okluhoma or somenlace probably hit your home state

even. Or drove nails in fruit treses and put fire to a farmer's
barn or haysteck and vut lye in a scissorbills or 2 scab's shoes
so it'd burn his feet and stuff like that snd they did it you

see. And they would go free although they'd testified to their

‘guilt! Butb you see they were damned reformed ex Wobblies you

see and thev yere protected by the nrosecution. But that was

the testimony, believe it or not, that was the testimony used
againzt us so you see paturcly we all had that feeling you

kmow thot we were not guiltly of anything. And like I told

them when I spoke there at the Elingsburg there when I had

that paddle deal and the prizon reform and T says, "I should

be ashamed of myseli" I says, "I did time in prison, too. I
should be zashamed of mys=21f." I wesn't even charged with doing
anvthing but being a menber of a lsbor orgenizetion. I says I

—,.
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went to nrison for that., "AtT 1 t

"they're chsrge znd go tn nrizon wi

steazl somethin or hit =omebody on t

do zcemething bad to 2 zirl or someth

sa: s, e didn't do anyf”’HQH end of ¢

ting there =nd = kind of a grin to you, nd s

faets and e vere sbout a hunirsd and fifty of us tried. But

vou sez there I'm back =z=zin talking a~out nmyself and leavin

Smith out of it you see. That's when I go

like Smith ycu see, His democratic spirit it was none of this

like you see in some courtrooms even some of the attorneys

we had in somevlaces would be snobish you lmow. They treat

.you like you were just some sort of a, you were chsrged with

something and looked dovm your znose =% you. Smith was not

that kind. Neither wess the zitorney I had in Eureks because

he's dead now so I can say so. ide was a member of the organi-

zetion at one tlﬂe on the Ezst qst but he went to Arizona,

found a mining claim, mede some money, went to law school and

become an attorney so you sees suite an interesting history.

And Elmer Smith you know, he anted me to room writh him

because I don't thihk he felt too safe to be alone. He s=2id

I could save some money by him. It wouldn't cost me anything

for room renit, which was true. but I think he felt safer with

me, After the texpayers ur in Hureks and I didn't show no

white feather there, he »robzdly thought I was oretty good

mzn to have sround him. So anywey 50 I roomed with Smith,

50 I got pretty well wcmv1int>d with him, te2lked. I didn't

fird out But I introducsd Him ic some friends in San Frencisco

and they found out more =2bout his life, He hed a2 nice looking

wife and uhpy nz2d e kid or twvo snd she wes the daughter of a

judge. But I don't thinik thelr 1ovp 1ife inz o0 hoopy znd I

thqu Elmer said somethirg to 2 friend of nine, but that's

beside the point anywsy. Vers few hsve enyway I guess, some

of them hove snd some of them Jon't. But outside of that all

I can say about Elmer Smith, that one of the finest man I ever

met. After the shooting scran in Cenirslis he devoted his

whole 1life to get them out of "alle 7ella nd of course he

contracted ulcers and then he tried to.treat it and then he

had operstion. Well once you h=ve operation for ulcer, you

start cutting up your belly, you just hed it. I believe in

treating that by diet. Ulcer is more psychosomatic anyway,

you get it and it go =zway. I've had ulcers too and they go

away, heals up and so on. But anywsy, that's what kill Elmer

and he kill him early. He had ability, nonular. I r=member
trial we had when he spoke to the ju*;. The corridors were

lined with people to hesr him, Oh boy, he sure made a talk,

sure made a talk and he could telk too. Yah, big red Elmer Smith!

e, " T s2id,

"w Bt ”I

-1..-’

t to knowr a fellow

Tracy ¢ You wound up spending, vou were in San Quentin right?

s
o
L}
o

Umhum.
Tracy : For how long?

Herd : PFowrty months. It would heve been three vears but T lost four .
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‘months, vah that would e thraoe years, four months.
2 9 </ e/ *

Thet were the conditions like in Saxn Duentin then?

‘ell of course they were botz bad and good, and bad they were
free and e= 8y but the lack of, they ~vere not ss strict out the
very lzclt of strictaness made “t bad that way .that there were
you lmow a lot of bad stuff going on. A flexican when I was in
there and the hoodlems fron Sar Francisco vou know they got
into & kind of a race fight. And I thint, I don't knov how
manv but I bet you in zbout six months there I bet there were
thirty of those prisoners kﬁ11ed, killed each other. But that
didn't even hit the newspapers No, didn't even come up in
the newspapers. And we had = you know, the Tobblies some of
us at least some of them went kind of individu2l routes you
know. Things were too tough for th They missed the good
chow on the oth1de, missed 319901v~ 12 a good bed 2 lot “of
things you niss in s place live that, But some of us that
were more iron bound you know, we tried to maintsin an organ-
ization in the prison and we did. e did mzintain solldarlty
there and if somebody was niclaed on vwe ]1°t nulled the »nin
and went on strike and we refused to workz. And of course some
of us we had a little common zerse wve recllze we were not soing
to make the stote California come to ters but we would show
our solidaritr to show that we were all oceb"er so when some
yvounger member, usvally vicked on the young ones because they
had the taske jou see. They =24 tasks to fu:1fill. The rest
of us, I was 5till »nast the aze limit even then. So you know
some of us in our early iwenties, They would have t=sks to do
in the jute mill and 1t they didn't nm eet their task they would
lock them u»n on Sunday. el_, they. refuoe” to ze to work on
Monday so that then throw then in the dungeon 2nd so we went
with therm you see. ‘e pulled the pin, we refused io work so
they locked us up too. I hadn't been in there Zor thirty dys
before I wss on the first strike and that was what they called
the dungeon, it is done away with now, That was made during
the time before California became a state. It was underground

and it was made like a hugh bzike oven. It was totally dark
after they swut the outo1up door and they'd lie him on the floor
you know totzlly black in there and you'd get a loaf of bread
once z day and they brln; you in a cen of water and = place
to do your buolqe"" n and take it out in the'morning. So I
was steying with = fellow by nzne of floss, young Tfellow
from I 1:?e)otn, 2 hell of fellow, Good disnosition
and he never let anything i him, He édidn't have a vir-
trolic distosition like I Usef to have! (laughs) And when
that fellow csme on the bread a fellow by the name of Virdger
Foce we call him you know, a ;uq“a. He broke in singing some
Jobbly song you mow. 1've never had a voice T couldn't hold
2 voice at 211 but you mow we broke in singing and called
Vinegnr Face and he kind of shook hig head. But the old Vinegar
Pmce I Thin into him one time 2nd we had a clash and after that
I held my ground and he treatsd me 211 rlgnt. Te used to come
around and ask me how I wazs geiting along and =211 of that there.
T met him one time after I came out of »nrison. I was riding
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you know that some-
s t feeling you
oling at and there s Vinegar

me vou knovr rith bl" 3outhern drswl

ines .omebody is 1
1 he rushed un to ,

n an Army man. he sars, "Hiiiii, you're looking zooood"
"oy 1 i y

¥ . I'm doing = lauzhs)  Lnd so, but T
had = clacn with him cae time ne tr:nnnﬂ 2e you lmow he was

me up to the coach nost thare to meat out punish-
ment you :now, the c=vtain of tl yard was and I says, "I'm
doing my time snd I'm doing my work. Don't come and thre ten
me," T says. "I don't threaten worth a God damn. Do what you
have to do, but don't come and threaten me" I told them. I
got along all right with old Vinegar Face zfter that. (laughs)

Tracy : I wonder if you could tell us a little bit about ﬂhy the I. M.;
' sort of fell apzrt?

Harbd : The main cause if you zre to look for 2 resl cause, there was
s split that toolr place in the orgmnization in the 20's. It
was the complete breskdow of tThe organization that ruined the

effectiveness of the orgeniz ation. Aﬂd the causes, I would
there were three ms} from zide issues but

l

22
t“ree mejor causes. In ~the Russien Revolution
had tsken place, A lot trhey were not only
Russian but they were from thst f the country and =side
from that some of the imericen Tobblies fzays?u e weren't get-
ting novheres fast az r i t2lking sbout, the
revolutionary industrisl

o

] 't wes fine on paper but
e were o long ways off snad here the glovious reovolution hed
talzen place in Russia! S5 =a ?ot of them bhecame interested.
In fact the whole organiz=tion backed the Russian Revolution.
Tt w=ss only efter news sterted bo come out of Russia that
they were nersecuting the mincrities who haed a record of revol-
atlonﬂrv activities even before Lenin, Troisky and Stalin and
211 of them. They had been subjected to the ovunishment and
atrocities in RU:Sla under the Tszar. So but vhen we learn
sbout that why a lot of them turned back but most of us didn't
believe that yov see, You wanted to believe the Russians and -
evidently it was =2 success. Ve were, the organization as a
whole, the majority of the members were a hundred vercent in
favor of it. But then we ztill wanted to maintain the I.7.W..
e Telt we had a aood strong orgsnization and we were not
interested in Sbartlﬂg 2 .Ollulcul organization. e were not
anti political but we were non nolitical. e believed in the
power of the workers in the industrial union, economic powe
that was the key to our ﬂro“r?s -toward now2r. But the others
in, they quit the orgeri *13r to join the Comuunist Party.
there was = conventi on trey formed after the Communist
wag formed in 1919 They hdd a convention in Chicago
hi Socialist Pariy nBLquo, left wing qocia)is+s, joined it
snd so on but I don's g0 into trket. But they ormed that
organizatiocn. In Leningrad in 1920 wher there was a conference
of an organizstion callad the Red Trade Internationsl which wes
vader the domination of = nart of the Comwnist Party and the
I.7.7. was invited to at.end =nd we had a conference there, a

l.
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fellow by the name of Willism [?) went to Leningrad and we were
invited to join. And Zinoviev who was later 1rilled at the

time of Stzlin, he was ore of them that was erecuted theousgh

he =3 one of the right ’Qnﬂ man of Denin that were +og9+h
sitzerland before the Revolution., He waz Tenin's right

in =

nand man but s5till he aftsr 7 ~lin zot into nover a2nd benane
cr%ay par'aovc or whatevar you waﬂt to call 1%, dbut the man
was out of his mind! He ©illed the cre=zm of the Russian Revol-
ution and that's ths danger to be poirted to of too rwuch

politicel centralization, too m:ch power in the hands of one

P&T30n. But eside from thet, rou want to ¥mow about the I.".W.
broke up. Vell, to meke it as short =23 I can a lot of the
members joined the Communist Party. The word went out from
~the Red Trade Tnternational, from the Communist Party, that
those who do not afiliate wi.n us we will liquidate then.

They either join on our side, nobody sat on the fence, we will
liquidate them., Of course in the physical sense means to

kill them but in that way wez to bresk them up, to destroy
them. So some of our active merbers joined that became sold

on the Revolution and wantesd to be good loyal Communists. They
started to break up the org3ﬁ779t10n within the I.7.W., peonle
we knowed and trusted and so on. Our ovm Secretary Treasurer
went to Russis under the t me hen he was in office in Chicago.
And I remember it well bec we had a big meseting in Seattle
and protested ‘and what to

bout it. 4And T think it was
the biggest '"obbly meeting tL has besn held esnyvhere; business
. aldn) T3
meeting where members had to

show their cards. The hall
loaded ard the stairway was lozded, they couldn't all get in.
And believe it or not the D *hey could do was to elect me
s chairman and that wasn't

cause I 23 = good chairman.

Because we had no loud sres znd I ka2d 2 good nowerful voice
50 that's why I wss elected. e had s bett-r chairmsn a fellow
by the nzme of Tom Murohy =2nd he would have been a better
cheirmen than I, he used to te chairmsn., Bui you know Murphy
being Irish I wes a good chum of Murphy we got along fine and
if I took the floor he would rzcognize me but he showed part~
iality to some of them, he would the other way he wouldn't
recognize tnem. 3o they'd g"t"eﬂ un on Lurva and they
started to gather 3round me you know and I was young and full
of nee and vinegar (laughs) 2nd 80 I was elected chairman.

It lasted for two days that meeting. But I'm getting away
from the subject now that's me comlnc in ag2in. So that was
one factor that had to break up the T.9.. but they were not
"2ll. Some of them who were the other factors tried to blame

it 211 on the Communists but I don't blame it all on them
because at the loart they hau some kind of a program.

(oY
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T2l first, like in what ways did th@ people who joined the
ist Porty try to Fastrz" the T.7.W.?

©11 later on. I want to, Dbefo ore I remember now I ant to
tell the other factor zs I see it. Another faction of course
fivst of all bafore there was any interference by the Communists’

or wmat, T call the "pseudo anzrchists.”" I hope to Christ
they eren't arnerchists becsuse their irresvonsible decentralist
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noliey [soms words not intellizable]} - but not to get off the
subject. e had =fe't erovezateurs in the orpqa_z Stion. People
who Joined "He orzenizaiion r the nurvose of finding out what
they could and to advocate vzd nolicy, voliecy that were =2gainzt

the law Tor ] stance you see znd that 4id =2 lot of harm. So

it confused membars you knov, younz neovle, it's easy to confuse
you if wou know what tc say u“ﬂ so on and you get new menbers
“into the organization that don't know too much about the
vhilosophy aad the theory and »ractice of the orgsnization but
they are full of grievences. They are e~zy to confuse them

and to get them to do things they.shouldn't do you see. And

I think vart of the sabotage what gsome menmbsers were accused

£ I think ceme from brainﬂeswlnn by =agent osrovocateurs. Tike
they're doing now you've zezen about the FBI heve spotters in
these students to get them to do something you see! And we

T
0

o

had people like that in the I.¥.W.. How of course as fer es
"“botage is concerned, I'm not going to teke no holier than

thou atti tbo 2nd say that scme of them didn't practice it.

Since the beginning of tim I think peonle if they were abusued
and were "“bgeﬁt to injustics they would find some way to

retsliate and get even. 4And = lot of whst you call sabotage

was done by th=t, But the orzgsnization itself were ovnosed to

it not because of =ny holiecr Than thou »hilosovhy but because

that type of thing, viclence Iust begets violence a2nd destruction
? T2 had e

v

nhilozonhy and we wanted
£ the workers for =all of
il :0; ny. 50 what the hell
.t w2 Tael should beiong
fit you see It don't m

and whst do you gain by Lt n
to take over the industr: for all o
tha pecrle a5 nart of the T.7

do you went to destroy the trin
to the people and use for tn £

sense. But of course w2 zot one the stronnest cases they
had against the I.V.W. in the Chicago tri=zl was sabatoge, the
dESu”’CtWOP of property =znd violence, oh zee, they had a
terrible story azbout whet we were guilty of you see. And of
course I was just = young memder, had Juat joined the organi-~
zation during the time of the Chicago trizl. But we had those
veople. But then we had another element that I see coming to
the front in the later ears that I see is one of the bad fea-
tures of the organizetion. Tow I'm speaking a2s an individual
you understand. I'm not spesalking authoritively as a spokesman
of the I.V.W. today so I feel I heve 2 right to say it and I
don't care who knows it. e had a left wing element what I
eslled "onseudce anarchists." They believed that you know, just
never mind =2bout this constitution of the ovgﬁhlzstlon and
program and so on. Ve do our thing the way we want to have

it done you see. But the reszult in is that five and six

neonle instead of being democratic are vpry undenocratic.

Five or ~ix people can get tcgether somenlace and will make
their own program =and i1l inTarpret thelr om constitution

and the w"mnmolﬂ of the organization. I think that's very
undemocratic and that's what I found. And that hampered the
organization from taking & mors or less responsible position.
It's a lot of things what I'm opposed to now but I heard but

T didn't wnierstand it that time. TFor instance e say we

are all leaders. Yell that scunds good and to a certain extent
that is Ttrue because everybody got soual rights., But it is
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biolcrical nonsense to sa7 that we are 211 leaders, there is
no svek thing. Iany times e were hondiczoned in the strike
vecause nobody wanted o stick -his neck out and take & res-
vonsible nosition and Zeve = committes “hat is slected and
thersfore this is the rolic and this is whet we are going
to do and when they 2r:z slectel to do. "=t I call demccracy
running wild., I hope there will come a time that we all have
sort of a matual undcerstending that we have sort of s mentsl
telenatlf that we could look at each other and we %now what
we want to do. We don't even use language and evervbadies on

an egual basis and we
or instruction. You
the blueprints

your tools and you zo
and the others all go
it and s0 on. That's
that stage yet, maybe

don't need everybody to give any orders
could zo on the job z2nd you'd all Ymow

zand you followed that blueprints and you take

out in the corner and you do your thing
over znd do his thing vhatever they call
fine and so on but haven't reached

in the year 9050 cr something we will

reach that stage hopefullvy. I hove before that tine incidentally
but I won't see it., 'So I have kind of a switch a2round. I'm
not authoritarisn, I'm = bertarian yet! But I think you hwve

1ib
n™
~

to have some systenatic {j e words not 1-te7]1rﬂbloj the .
Communists were the onez drealing but scme of themselves were
huud*0?pnlﬂr the orzznization about belﬂg esnousible and vou
see what I mean? rr‘oo Irresponsible, you g0t to have =zome
srstem. I don't believe in this militsry discinline. I don't
believe in zomebodr ordsring vou sround bt I believe you got
to instill sound discinline in an. organization. This is what
wve have To do and we =2zrse on iit. Ve go ahead and do it, then
vou don't go aherd and sisrt doing something else. “lell, so
I'n back to a case now I have the three factors. Doa't forget
now L use-qlotﬁtlon marxs and inverted commas for “anarchist."
I'm not saying that ther were anarchists., I hone they are not.
I'z= not an 3narcnlst myself. o doubt they have a lot of
beautiful philosophy about it e2nd so on. Some of the men I
¥now, in fact when I weni to Chicago, not the last time but
the convention before last 1 ~ent out to the alheim cemetary
tc see the statue there ~ere the an-rchists were killed in

Haymarket riot in 1885.
and what was the name of
of guts! ILingg you

he szys,

"Hans me for i1 (lquﬂns)
"pseudo znarchism" T don't zo for it because I think
‘e lost opnortunities

but that
you can't,
organization in the
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Spier and Parson and Tingg a2nd Fischer
the other fellow? ‘/ell those were men

kno he was an anarchist he told the judge
"hen you dynaxite us we will dynamite you",

he says,
But of course they ha2d what it took

that way I think in the
thirties. If we had had more of a

grip now you ta2ke that rourself there, I've had more than mny
share. But I'm getting =2way from the subject now. I hope you

didn't have it on the s some of it., But those were the
three factors whet I corsider were the breek up of it and T
will show you 2n exsmnle That vou don't have to take my word
for it. In the soring of '23 there wes 2 strike in the lumber
industry thet srreed rignt dovm to California =nd a3 outb
on bail 2t the time whew I was on the organization committee
eand T went up =2nd dowm ‘ﬂ“onq; the lumber industry and so T
itnow what was going on there. T kept in touch through the
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bulletin what =2z goinz on vp here and. had e big strike
a svccosuful strilre. I thinlr e nullea more jobs than we did
in the fanmous general strike in 1917, e covered anite a
ter“i*on“ and in Onterio, Can=da ther:c —ere Jumber workers

™m (=)
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wrere out on that er2 part of them. Back in the si=te
of "zine even e had sn orgenization. T Imow the fellow that
went bacl there to orgeanize, fellow by the name of ILeon=ard
Bolton and he nad more guts than sense. So we lad a successful
strilke that came out and went very good and we gained members
Occording to record we had the bwgzebt membership in thg sprlnc
of '23 in the lumber workars le had aromd twenty-five +hou—
sand members at that time ~n the lumber industry alone. That
nore than we had in 1917 =lthough we had ﬂomoer coming in
then too by the thousands, they were flocking in. But they
gained some concession and of course there were members trying
to hold what they had you see and there waz some trlk about
having znother strike in the fall you see. Some of them you
knov, wanted to strike all of the time but others wanted to
maintain organization to build orzanization. Tnerp was another
thing what Jesus some of them anarcq1qu when I %21k about
power they think about npowver of the individual, I do no such
. thing. But you got toc create vower, withoubt organized vower
70” have. ﬂOtﬂIﬂ~. But I me=n collective nower, I don't rean
some lussilini or some Titler or some 3itzlin nower, individusl
power., But I believe the nover of Ofg&”j7°t“0ﬂ and if you are
v01nv to get anyplace you sacrifice a lob things to maintain
% wower.,  You hold the or zarization toge tqer. You do things
ov don't even like in order to mairtsin organization. So
h they had a conference iz Portland in 2 by «olly T think
it was in August of course there was the time-once when I went
to »rison. irg they decided not to hold, they had the elected
delegates stand for iob orgenization. Thzy were elected from
many jobs arond the Northwest there and they decided not to
have any strike. They went bzck with the strike bill, went
out on the job and spread it 21l around there wouldn't be any
strike and the members settled on there wouldn't be any strike.
But they were too neive rou see, they the average Tobbly, tbe
average member including myself we were naive you know., Ve
were trusted, we like to trust people and we hadn't been subject
to this conspiracy and this »olitical 1ntr1gue what you find
more in political organizations both radical and conservative.
God if theycar't have some intrigue and some secret conspiracy
going why they are not happy! They got to have that's part of
it they enjoyed that scene. But you see we were naive you know
so instead of preparins for that which they should have done
and ssid "Th“s is the final, doq't recognize any other strike
bill coming out, thiz is th@ decision of the lumber workers
ooafﬁraq ce ﬂeadouprte, " Aad vhat happened? Instead of that
2¢ enother bunch of people geing
saying that the strike is on and the

S
. few days after here c
through the Jumber canmv:
other strike bill was »
These were Comnmunists yvou think?

o I wouldn' say that they was, I don't 'movr. No I wouldn't
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say that b I'n not, I'n =rfi »oliticsl program
I'm anti d t I'm not nltogctr’r, I've a lot of
friends bo Fic ong Ul and so on SO
I' not na ci )

izztion fo T fight oreiwuﬁﬂe in my ovm mind
because it dos ra2. th I'm anti certzin vart of
their nrogram and I'm n bzshful to tell themn so. So whoever
i n agent provocateurs. Te had a

~
+ was that could have b
certain element of the 1

I
e
e
i

t winz that was anit Communist but
they felt that the organization was becoming too centralized
you see. They wented more decentralization and ‘more of go in
the corner and do your itz 1ng you see 1if you know what I mean.
I now I leave the "h" o“t wvhen I pronounce "thing" but never
nind that psrt of it. (laughs So that vwv a diaster in the
lumber, that was a diaster. They didn't know they create
confu310ﬂ and you Bee lot of the members ohe" were not versed
in that, wh=t the 1’ell cre those people trying to do, here
comes a strike bill telling 7o strike and here comes another
there is gonna 1o b° a strike. And the last thing a Tobbly
warted to do even the most backward ones thewr dﬂdn't want to
be a seab! ‘hen t“e strikte »i11l1 comes thst ves nart of his
re2ligion you see! That wags Corist lile havins the choice of
3t. Pe*er askwing them wiether they warnted to 5o to hesven or

B U

go to hell vhy you lmo 32& - nesn, the cholce was easy to
make! So they created = lot of confusion. It was tragic,
there were thous aﬂd t“*o'lng avey their cards a»d the contro-
versy started. That was -2rt o but thet wras taking part

%

5
her psrte of the cou:try whice

S t
in oth h was not as cbvious as this
particular incident I'm t=2lling but 211 throush the organization
this split the orgsnizati w25 torn snart. “e lost a lot of
nenbers and thers was nt 2nd it became oO bitter in »laces
there were even fist rou see,  lell vere in the
prison at the time and rou c2n just imagjne neople who were
devoted to 301°tnL;g that are fanatical much more than I am
nov you see. Christ I was juzt like a r lici“bs Tanatic about
the revolution, ahout the class strugsle at thzu time. ILived

for it! ‘lorked for it! You drempt about it in your sleep.

And that was much harder that svlit that tools nlzce then, than
anything the prison and beinz conviected and all of that stuff.
That was Just details compared to feeling that the thing you

had worked for snd well for l=ck of another word, suffered feor
was split wide onen. That was hell, thst was ﬂ6171sh And -
some of them carried it on even thh the split in their owm
rarks, But some of us we hed 2 mantal element here to . preserve
that we refused to go zlong ~ith thet. 7 talked to all of them
rzogardless of wioat storu they took 2nd we hed 2 good library
there. 7o sent out for ourscives and friends sent in books.

‘le had probably the best labor library on labor subjects of any
sroup of people in Amearica risht there in Sa» Quentin at the -
tine! Yes, we 1fd everytihing ah, and I'1ll never forset there
oetause some o7 them waz luclky, we had naople that had far

ter education that had a cori mand of the English lang-
nen 1 QO. But there waz o woman. there that later became
wnist srmpathesizer, s M*]110"ﬂ1r9 woman in California

n2t wes fr enﬂ‘v to lzbor. ‘nd she sent us in a Christmas

3
O
i)
W
o o
C'T'



Herb 20

present for fifty doll=rs to the grour you see. Vell we thought
the best 723 to do to "y books for it. So I says "But some-
body ought to write and thaniz her," 2li, we looked at each
other .nd Jubodu, so [ wrotz her. And vou ¥now how purchase
is znelled. So T elled "o .rchace" a3z "purcharge," Vell it
vas s osimple mista&e with anydody. I've secn neople born and
rzised in this country go to 2igh =zchool make as much mistake.
But to me I was studying Znglish at the time and boy was my
face ed when I discovered arfterwards thet I had spelled it as
"chnrge" you-know s you chzrge something, "purcharge" instead
of "ourCHWSO" bec1b°° it sounded like it to me When somebody
say it you see., I thanved her for the books. 'ell that
owed how simple minded I could be you kmow, just a poor

square that tries to get dong in this werld. (lLaughs) Yev,

so that was that and of course from then on then came the Dep-
ression and then it was still, and of course there's no
question about it that the ‘omrunists had = nolicy and some
are bitter shout it. Ve were torn in the side, us Vobblies
hey wouldn't join us you see. ‘e had = reputstion of being
the most militant orgeniz=tion in America. And they invited
us to join nand we would be the labor faction of the Communist
*a“tj in this country. 3ut —e couldn't see that dictatorship
and of course probably vart of it we would have been just as
well if we had, I GOf't moz,  Hdigtory will decide that, prob-
sbly never decide but it we3n't done and of course a lot of
them left. Inste=d of Taking orders from some big shot at the
top, we wanted to, so we voited sgninst it ~hen the guestion
2fter Williams ceme becr frox Ianingrad. ‘e voted on that
refrendun, thst vote dida't corry and we later refused to
sffiliate and of course then ~“e fat was in the fire. e

were subject for licuidation snd they wouldn't do anythlng

and they had money you xnow. 0f course they readhed the in-
tellectusls who was wri ting boolkz and so »m. A lot of the
boolks wes vritten =t that time alterwards and other people who
were friendly to our organiz=2tion they go to Socialists.
People who write books they g0 To Socialists for information
you know they go to = library and there they find the books

T
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where it says that the . 7., the wonderful history they had
in the past you lmowv the fre= svpeech fights and the militant
workers all over the country, the fights they, how imnroving
the conditions znd the noncomrromising tgnd but sorry to say
they fell to pieces at the end of the First lorld Vlar. Because
that was 2 part of their osrogram to sy thet because when they
left and joined the Commu mist Party and when we wouldn't affiliate
with 1t well of course it wasz a2 good ergﬂment to put that when
e missed these nrominent intellectual rmembers in the organization
well they couldn't carry on <with =211 th dumbells that was left
you see! So of course we weni %o pieces at the end of the
Pirst Vorld Var ind I'm not telling you propaganda but I'm
trying to tell you hers 2nd T have nroof for it that we did

7o rore members at least in the industrial union by far in
¥ T was a member of in '23 and vrobzbly would have continued
but thne thing that took vlzce znd the Denression come along
and so on. But even later on, even after I quit the organization
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or~arigation in

over sone nersonsl natler in '37 we nad an

Cleveland. e ad job countrol of shons of theftool and dyve
nalitrs which s cone of the most s“illcd crafts in America

The tool =2nd dre nmakers that mslke toc 3 rd dyes for ot::r
creftmens you Ve n9a control of th=at Ana they wanted a
sneslker tha’t was cor nere, Cederm ~11 ne was right in the

midst of it and had the experience of it and if you have a
chence you should he«r him, he's a good speaker had a good sense
of humor a2nd he can say 2 lot in a few words. He could say ten
tlnes mora in'a Tew words than I can. I ramble all over

reation and I need not tell rou! I think you should get on,
jOU try to controW me there because I no governor on ny
mouth machine there. :

Yell, thet was the last question that I really had., I suppose
wve could end the tape ncw.

thlnP vou should get back to Zlmer Suith there though. But
asve already told that, that I tell you about taht story
rzptpd to emphasize th=t he was a marked mzn before the
Cewtrplwf shootings scrzn. And the n.y thing he did was to
zive legnl advice to thew whern % ame_and =2cked him *f
rignt o defend thenselves

I
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th ev hed = . “e said, "You hsv
that right.”

Tell us =bout what went 01 in Cenitralie.

Tell, there wp“e two =ztories in the midst of the organization
n=2d one sto we had tre other story and that is that they
choosze tc Lﬁve the pzr=de thers, thev never had before -

This was the Americzn Lz2oion?

Yeh, it was the Americsn Legion, they nad o parade and of
course citizens that wers along with it, sym,ath881sers end
Tlag wavers and super natriots =4 what have you. But they
were using the ILegion 23 2 cats paw you see. And they stopped
in front of the hall,

The T.7.%, hall?

Yes. 1 thef s=y that they stzrted to 8foot at them when
they vere in *hevruan. That's a lie. ommon sense would
tell you it's a lie. o more veonle are zoing to start
uniess they are stark raving mad, they are not going to start
shooting at a bunch of neople in a parade; a bunch of soldiers
in a wnarade, “culd they?

Yecsh, it doesn't make sanse,

Dozsn't make. uec>-.' They bro¥%e ranks. They were markin g time,
vnat they call in mil 1tary venucul=r, ouowned there =nd Warxing
time there came to = halt and sort of marlking time. Somebody

made a "ILet us go" and they wert for the nall brole into the
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door =nd they wers met with & fusilade of cshots. It wesn't
Dverzt the fellow that was “illed and nulitated, I guess he
done the most d“O*quS. 3ut the best =authorit: for that is
Prinh Chanlint's "Centrzlis Conspiracy." & understand it's
out of print, I hzd one ttere. I g2y the widow of Raloh

Chanlin before she died, She uzed to live in Tacoma, Edith
Chaplin., But T have one I think if I cen find it if somebody
didn't swipe it from me dovn in my doghouse in the basement,
But I think it's coming out in »rint szga2in dovm in Houston.
That is the kest authoratative statement of the Centralia
massacre,

(‘)

But Elmer Smith was not »resent,

He was not in it at all but he was, dve to the fact that he
had given that advice that t",v had & right to defend themselves
he was tried in 2 place call Tontesano dovm here in Grays

A

Harbor County he was tried. And of course they brought in,

intimidated the jury. Tre2y treought in the Yational Guard and
they had the army in there to you know to intinidate the jury
end so on. And of course ther were convicted and they did I

=. Anywey they sot out. They are
d I thinz some of them took
narole but a fellow by T2 ¢ of Roy Baker he dida't wont

to tske a psrole and e was t out till the last. e wouldn't
take the parole in San Nuentin either ryou s~e. The group in
San Quentin wouldn't tzize the rarole. They did take some of
then did in Walla Vallas. Thers were fewer of us but the maj-
ority of us <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>