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with big named bands¥ would play at some of the large ones and they'd
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be very big like the-Mel-Norms??? the Latin Quarter was not a blind
pig B¥X you couldn't buy ¥EXK anything there but you brought ¥EXX¥XE your
own liquor and they sold ¥®H those set up877?? and had very first class
entertainment. They were drinking everywhere. They went from that
type of luxurious setting to the apartment size where the¥ operatar

s
would have as a stock maybe two or three bottles of wiskey and a half
barrel of beer or some bottles of beer all of which was domestically 7

@)

naeded "as in an alley in Detroit someplace. It all tasted different

It
té% the-same-beer would be labeled in bottles, it would be very hard
almost impossible to tell from the way the bottle looked whether it

was real ¥¥ that is it had been brought in from Canada, because &%

a lot of ﬁhe liquor had been brought in from Canada,or whether it was just

A

made in a as they say a bath tub for(éxampie, but in a small distillery

or K¥E¥XX¥ beer brewery. The law wasn't of course as you know enforced

very strictly, it was impossible tod. The city would occassionally make
raids with city police, but that wauld usually be because somebody was

Ay

complaining about—how he had bemn cheated in the place or hurtéﬁbgn the
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federals did some enforcing XHXXKE and a standard fine was a $1,000

for the first time, $1,000 fine or S&%¥ so many days in the house of
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correction. Now the bartender, if a bartender were arrested or
charged the wwner would give him his BE optio?)either the owner would
pay the fine and he'd go home or he'd take the days and the $1,000
would go to his wife. So he hadﬁI think it was 60 days, so he had

a choice of $1,000 for his wife or you know time in jail. The river

I'1l Bfing;inggglittle later .in bringing wiskey in fmm Canada, some
beer XKXﬁXEXXKXﬁXXXKKXKXXKﬁXKﬁKﬁXKKKXKKXXX&HXXXKEXKKKEKKEXXX very
little because it was for BE¥HXENE obvious reasons, It was too bulky,
tooheavy, too cumbersome to carry #@nd the profit was too little wherezs
as wiskeybrought more profit. When thds prohibition first, after a
few years, was in effect)the people who brought liquor across from
Canada were inéepend%%%;, sometﬁnéjpeople who lived along the river —-
this was in the early days of BXK prohibitioﬁiénd the&AA;QQ one boat
mightﬁgust'be a family affair. For instance, at the foot of Alter

Road,I recall,there are some houses ther”and the people WERXAXE

had each family had a boat and they used to run over get it filled up



=42

bring it back and then they'd send it to the wholesaler who in turn
delivered to the blind pigs in Detroit. Theyvé;ﬁidﬁlt conduct a
big business but they made a comfortable 1ivingibut it was kind
of crude, you see the river is protecteq,so called protecteq)by
customs border patrol and then on the land they had the police or
Feds to worry about, but if the husband went over in the boat the
B wife would give him the signal when all was clear and the usual
signal was to put a white sheet on the clothesline, when he saw that

iy
sheet there he'd know it was allright for him to speed back. OF
course, then he had to watch theriver. This was quitefﬁézaf&éaSn;
a lot of innooent people were shot . For instance, the border

e

patrolmen who had not achieved the highestxgnadé of intelligence or
educatioﬁwould chase the rum runners and shoot at them:but they
wouldn't think about WHHKXXX where the bullet would go.so persons

the » ;
on excursion boats H¥H bob-lo boats and the Taj— used to

go up to as far as Port Huron were wounded,often well not often but

several were wounded when they'd be just on an innocent trip with

Mid,,
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these wild men shooting. The bootleggers gogfthem too. One morning
when the morning shift ¥ of about 20 border patrolmen got off their
boats they were met by special agents with handcuffs for them and

they were ind%}ed in a huge conspiracy to accept bribes from bootleggers.
Then the bootleggers all got away and lived in Windsor for awhile but
eventually they came back HXXEXXKEX and either ééfv;d trial or pleaded
guilty. And just about all the people arrested ¥K went to prison on
this conspiracy because they were just paying off some of them were
paying off some of the crooked border patrolmen and KHE¥XWAXKEH the
way the government made the case was that they had an undercover man,
a Mr. X}who was quite mysterious for a whileon this thing and was
referred to as Mr. X}Working with the border patrolmen and if I
remember correctly sometimes accepting bribeshimselﬁﬁf,,,:. but
that did“nﬁt slow up the importation of wiskey. Of EEXEX course more
was brought over here because of the distilleries in Canada and the

““\ QER.AA
easy access of the river, I mena its a rather narrow river and a

fast boat could outrun the customs patrol and get unloaded. They used
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to unload right HEXKKEXXEEKXEX dowmtown ‘at the foot of the Bates

their's a picture in the press club right now of-¥ was taken with

a telescopic lense ¥¥ and run in the Detroit News of the bootleggers

A

unloading one of theix boats at the foot of Bates im the river. It

was an adventure as I XE said to take a boat ride on the Detroit

River at nighg\because you éééﬁa&i&,ggéﬁin fhe line of fire. One
man I knew quite well worked the river told methat he was loading
up his boat one night with his crew and éﬁg fellow he didn't like
an American, ¥ came wp XBX to him and said Do me a favor. I just
bought this Camel's KWH¥X hairs coat (we used to buy camel's hair

coass in Canada,they were much cheaper than they could be bought in

Detroit# and they were stylish) so he said I just bought this coat

2
W

\"3

in this box and I can't take it through customs so take it back on

you' boat and the guy said alright but he was reluctant to do it not

because he was smuggling something in because hés boat was full of
e

wiskey and-wouldn't on those grounds because he didn't like the guy

and wasn't in the mood to do him a favor. HOwever he took it and
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on that particular crossing they were pursued by two border patrol
boats who opened fire and they had a hell of a time getting away from
them and the chase lasted for quite a long time and went about the length
of the river and their boat was shot up K pretty badly but they landed ¢

And the Fellow ,the ownder of the coat; was waiting for them when they

) .l

landed and brought the boat in and asked him}iﬁuémi$ﬁ%%eméizzy for

taking so long but they hand him the box with the coat in it and the

b "
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coat was in the direct line of fire and had probably 50 bullet holes

in-a brand new coat, so they gave it to him. KXE None of them had been

been hit but some of the wiskey had been brokem by bullets. They
Mo | ,

of courseyWouldQﬂmk£=4£ﬁ&eoks1ikeﬁthey got shot, many border patrolmen

got shot and they'‘d-run, Ecorse was one of the main landing areas for

liquor andEKE there were a lot of gambling houses along the river front

in Ecorse. The—area was pretty wide open in Detroit in those days tom

e
and I don't mean just numbers or grap games although there were very

big %Tap games all over the city and black jack)and’any kind of game
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that you wanted,but down in Ecorse they had the combinstion, they'd
run the boat with the wiskey XXZFRXKXIAKKBXEREXKRHEXWEAX from Canada

right into the boat well under the gambling establishment and drop
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the gate and unload the boat there so they had two things going for

them., Some of the people got pretty big reputations nationally, St.

A
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P e
Louis Dutchy Sleepout Louie, all were involved in those operations. '

W) N a2t hem

There were no names-£from Detroit contrary to the popular musical of’

et

guys and dolls but there was just about every' kind of knickname and

E¥EE¥ persons would never use their right name or be referred to
o \

|

by their right name. In the interest of covering up what their
activities were what the activities of others were they'd referg to

that certain person:"the person this way.without even designating

cautious
the sex. On the other hand, they'd be very ¥EHXKXE¥E that way and

AW R

ten minutes later they'd be flinging big bank rolls that they had

. g

just and I mean big EHRKXXKAXX ten, twelve thousand dollars, fifteen,

Ml

twenty fhéy'd be carrying in their pockets¥HERXKKEY¥ when they go out

hese
Yo
on the town they were not reluctant to pull out big rolls in other
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blind pigs and spend ¥ money as if it you know-didn't héveﬂany worth

at all. And there seemed to be competition as to who could spend

the most among-them XHXXK®E when they would run into one of them

some lucky local blind pig place. For instance, Dirty Elleen was
Nag Wl 2t

the favorite blind pig of the end-eof-the river and the bootleggers

and the gamblers and it was a house on Adelade street K and=it=was

between John R. and Brush. They drink at Eileen's, She had the

name because she swore so much and she was really

very well 1ike{person whose mother in some small town she came
from thought she was having a beauty shop in Detroit and at one
time th e Chief of the R¥EXX Detectives came up and he knew her
well because HEXXHEEAXKKE police used to drop in for a drink too
#¥ and he said Eileen for heaven sake write to your mother, she
hasn't heard from you and she's worried. XHXEXXXXH And Eileen
said to him how do you know this, you don't know my mother. He
said No but I got a letter that was addressed to the Chief of

Police inm Detroit, my daughter so and so operates a beauty parlor

in Detroit and T haven't heard from her and I fear that something
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might have happened to this innocent girl in that big wicked city

of yours in- . So she got in touch with her

mother but they that was one of their favorite places, but there
were many. She had a way of doimg business that was HMXKX a little
unusual. They'd send her money but she wouldn't collect when the
drinks would be served KK then when they would be leaving they'd
say how much do I owe you Eileen and EKEXEX she'd say I don't know
you kept track I never keep track of those things and the result
was that she always got more than you know than she would of if

she had kept track. However it didn't do her much good because shw
EXXXX spent it:és fasg as she got it , on the spur of the moment
she'd close her own place and go out and spend the money in some
friend's saloon. And X as I said the¥ saloon's were opened . The

only precaution that some of them took, some of KHEXRFEXHKRXE them

: 3 i,
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operated as. some-¥X&-of~-them do today except they didn't handle-
wiskey in the back of-the=bar—and the only precaution was that they 'd have

Os
on tap some neer beer and if the person who came in looked suspicious
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was a stranger they'd draw the neer beer AHAXERHRXALK if they'd

] "

complain they'd say that's all we sell and get out of KHE hear, this

ié:aﬁblindﬁpig there's a law against it you kmow, he'd be very
il bk

. 2

indignant and \he'd=€aTl. some BREXHAK IR XRERTHA XX X KEAXABEK operatei?
behind locked doors, some very secretly but #hey all seemed to do

well financially. I never heard of a blind pig operator going into

——

bankruptcy. I think it-was people went out morethe streets were

completely safe and more XX¥ people lived in the city, that is I

Vs

mean there had not been a flight to the suburbs and for reaction.

3

many would spend their evenings,early morning,in the blind pigs.

It was a social place. Getting back to Jimmy King there was a

¥
A

sort of message ¥ center to but Gil wasn't very skillful at answering

the telephone. See wives were never permitte d inthe place, nor

admitted
was it ever GHMNXKKEH on the telephone that anyone was in the

3
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place and Gil took the answering the phone by net saying Hello ox
N

a1\

but he ain't showed .XXWEXKE andkhang up. We told him that didn't

quite serve our purpose thought it might have been good in one thing
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but often our office would call KREXEXHHAXEXAY¥XKHEY¥ us there and
we would want to talk to them of course. You know in those days,

XKXK you could, in the newspaper business, if something big broke

e
1A

say like two o'clock in the morning a man in the newspaper office
could make a=few a very few phone calls to blind pigs and a couple
"
of downtown calls and he'd have a whole staff in KKX his office
in no ¥E¥E time at all. Now they might be unshaven and blurried
eyed but they'd get out an extra and it would be a pretty good
. one. Then later of course the whole thing changed,k and people
started buying homes in the suburbs and rushing home to cut their
lawn and do whatever else they do and you couldn't you'd have to
practically make a long distance ¥ call to get them and never be
quite sure. As I say the amount of liquor that was being brough
in from Canada wﬁeﬁ4prohibiton Wa; in ;ffect was minimal and kept
increasing as more people got in the business. The first people

were afraid of the new law, they didn't know how serious it was

going to be,but more and more FEkept getting into the business and W
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became unenforceable of course. However the export tax om Canada and

the Detroit River and the lower part of Lake St. Claire and the upper

part of lake Erie where the two countries are closest together were

used by anyone who wnated to use them. However as this busines

got improved and more people got in itgit became tougher,€6 the

territories were divided up E¥ among gangs. Now this law brought

many hoodlums to Detroit from other cities, killers, robbers, gangsters,

to get ¥ in on the money and they soon had, one group had established

themselves in certain territory on the river and nobody else could

work in there. Another group in anotherpart,just as they cut XX

HENRKXIXKEXAXEAEY up the city. One group wouldhave the exclusive rights

of the blind pigsin a certain section and another gang in another section

and this caused many murders and many beatings é;mgreat lawlessness and

as time went on and the business got bigger and bigger, the crime got

greater and greater XKX and the crime ¥HE of course was all over money

and territory. They'd steal EHENXHXKXXX but not wach other so much

because the hijackers were in the business of hijacking , KEBKIEEEK
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bootleggers were in the busines’ of bringing it in and distributing
it, or manufacturing it here and keeping from being #¥ highjacked.
This was of courséﬁgnother thing that caused murder’ and we hé;g’for
those years, we did have a high murder rate it was all over, the
gangster type thing. Nothing however compared with what we have

today. Probably four or five times as many in the year 1971 as

A ARA
N
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back in;1930 which was a big year in EXKX prohibition, things
were well established and working well.

MK: Were the rum running gangs, Ray, organized on an Ethnic basis
™Yy

<
RG: Yes almost erclusively, the Italiansg, the ﬁiciliansjwould be

S

one, the Irish be another, Poles would be another , umethnic groups

and then the Jewish ,the Purple Gang which was all Jewish, didn't

{1
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run the river very much they must have HE® had an interest in some
of the boats but KEE¥XHAX their big thing X during prohibition was
the HARNEAEXEHRXXHE manufacturing of bottles, labels, beer, alley

}

an \l,
beer, and wiskey en this side of the river, they were not impotted,

although they did have some money invested with Ehem, and then
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just plain Americans too were running it,but it brought in X¥ to
Detroit, éoﬁé are XX still alive,fé&cilainx gangsters that made
fortunes on the river and then got intfhe gambling after that and f/%q

right .now-retired and sent their sons to good colleges and

| an
established them inte big business.

MK: Are any of the blind K pigs around today as established

resturants and bars

RG: Oh Yes, yeh,one of our best resturants, two I can think of

o~

immediately, oh many, but two I can think of immediately, they

were better resturants ran all during prohibition almost as if

gy
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there weren't any, switzers and they just moved upstaims from

the first floor bar and there-was-—a-fish-place—and~they-were

W) :

Cos

2
4
& 8

FUKXXAX juniorized during prohibition, there must be many more I

KEULHKE couldm™t think ofE this minute, they woudl you know might

!
keep their front door locked or might not even be lockedor they

might move upstairs and they might continue to.stay on the first

~

floor. NOW that doesn't mean that just HIGIEHEXEENXR anybody could
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walk in and get a d@rink, they couldn't, they'd have to be known, but

y a4

they didn't-have their— i .
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Yeh HHWA¥XXK many in Detroit, they got licenses. When one=appeal—227?

59 af 2

came and just continued on in the same location,others moved to
other locations. Many of the bootleggers went into legitimate
breweries but I guess I think their all our of them-KH¥¥-now.

}

Yes I don't BEXXHH¥ #¥ think of any who would have any interest‘now

it was just a continuation. It was lively in Detroit then. Thedr o,
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outside nights and they were made for fun)maybewgecaﬁse we were
young but there were a X¥¥ lot of XK others who thought the same
way Qgé;:they were older. I don't know wheter, I think that maybe
there was a special attraction to drinkingbecause it was against

the law but habit Ewere funny. I went to Europe in 1929 XKXHHE

I was riding theX¥X train from REXXX to Paris from

(#

and I;@ad a bottle of brandy and I took it out and took a drink from

the bbttle, we were used to K drinkingfrom the bottle and I handed it
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to somebody and they looked over their shoulder and took XX a drink.

.

I remeber I looked over my shoulder and we knew it was all- legal

{ yo “'{M
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but we all took a drink rather KHXKXARILH £urmiedl§. I suppose a
lot of our drinking was that way. Another BEXNX¥X¥ peculiarity was
that people did not drink many mixed drinks. Mostly it was straight

then, YERXXAKEIFXEERXHAXRBEXEXRH Now yodlrarely see a person drink
SN

b

straight 1iquor1 Now its a HE highball, on the rocks, or its ¢.
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mixedﬂwith\some sort of-mix. During prohibition there-was we used

s .
to kid about blind pigs, they'd say wiskgy, gin, and ¥ beer. They
had no time to fool around with mixed drinks and the customer didn't
seem to want to fool around either, he just gulped his drink down
straight and he'd stay around, he wouldn't leave then, KEXYXEEX
WHHEKE but he just seemed to want to get that out of the way. I suppose
that there was maybe an unconscious fear that maybe the cops would
come in and he'd be arrested although I was in many raids when the

feds would come in or #Whoever and they'd never bother, usualyy they'd

just send the customers out and if they took anybody it would be the



-56-

man behind the bar and they'd take some liquor down and whatever
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. hite
happended that evidence was interesting to kmew. I know that
A
later on when I was out of school and in the newspaper business

the press rooms about the city used to be pretty well supplied

by whom I don't know who brought it there, but

evidence beer, gin, whatever was always ample to drink in the

newspaper press room.,



August 11, 1971

MK: Were continuing Ray with reminiscence's of the prohibition

era, do you have some further vignettes related to Jimmy King's.

eat out???

/55; Of course we ¥HEXZHEXHXXXKX and Jimmy was among other things

our banker and we all had credit there and we cashed our wékly
hod\
pay checks with him and he'd keep some for himself which we ‘owed
of course and give ¥¥ what was left back to us and it wouldn't
be long before we charged in a few days and we be starting a new
tab. This was a customery procedure. Some of the fellows were
very careful with their money. For instance, one I recall got
inherited a few hundred dollars and this was during the depression
and it was a lot of money like $800 or something and it was really
a fortune so the first thing he did he wanted to be able to look
everyone in the eye and he went around and payed all his debts.
Now most of these debts were in a blind pigs. Of course they'd
given up on him a lot of them and they were all so happy to see

him and get their money, they bought him drinks. Before the night

was over he'd gotten even with the world pretty much so and he
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had a goodly amount of his fortume leftand he was quite drunk. So

he took a cab home and going into his apartment he began thinking

about burglars and he was sure EERKS&A¥ somebody would come in and

rob him and take the money he had left. So he had to find a place

to hide it. Well he went to bed and slept well and his girlfriend

HEXK actually it was his ex-wife, they had been divorced but they

were still pretty good frimnds. She came into his apartment in the

morning and he didn't want to talk to her because he was trying to

remember where he had hidden the money. He had forgotten completely

where he put it. She had insisted on getting him coffee and he

wanted to get her out of the room so he could concentrate better,

he agreed to it and in a few minutes she came back with coffee for

him and toast and when he saw the toast he roared, he jumped out of

bed and attacked H¥ her and wanted to kill her. She screamed and

ran out of the apartment. It seems that when he saw the toast he

remeimbeered where he had hidden the money it was in the toaster and

of course there was nothing left of the money but ashes. Another
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one it was on a pay day and he ran up his salary in a crap game and

did quite a bit of drinking and still had considerable left X&X and took a

cab #BHXE home and he was getting slightly hallucinate hallucinated

about XKEKX the driver. He thought the driver was a hold up man an

excaped convict about whom he had written in a story that day or the

previous day who had escaped from prison who was very dangerous was

at® large and so he thought the guy was out to rob him and he'd out

fox him. So he carefully took a few $1.00 bills off his roll so he'd

be able to pay the cab and put the rest ofthe money in a very safe

place. He put it under the rug of the cab. So when he got home he

paid the cab driver said Goodnight. For the next week he tried'

frantically to find the cab and never could find the cab which was

his traveling safe depo&it box. Not too stable probably in XKE both

of those people but almost par for the course. We had a couple

of the customers, well some of the customers were book makers, one

was a book maker for the Detroit Times building and ithat was very

proud and he always carried a
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large large amount of money, I'm talking about ten - twelve thousand
dollars, so he'd be able to pay off and make good, and pay off in
whatever he prided himself in paying you know in giving a fair service
to the winners and the other was a telephone operator who worked
there and we knew if you worked in the city room we knew not to call
on her switchboard around post time because it was tied up with making
and playing out bets. She ironically was killed on her way to the
race track in an automobile accident but the amazing thing about
Redgynn, the man book maker who bet on a large scale was that he
never, it seems if he normally carried that kind of money, but he
never was run out and he would be very much taken by liquor but would
remember exactly the bet that was made with him before he had a
chance to write it down. He never made a mistake that I knew of.
Practically a genius that way. Some much for the lighter side of it.
You know there were some very very awful ENXKEE vicious things that

all=stare—actl?
happened in connection with that HKIXXXEKHIKEXHEK and bootlegging.

We had gang murders in Detroit that was a'daily @ccurrence, (did I put

on tape about the phone calls I used to get in the morning).
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MK: I'm not sure, but why don't you
ot cronst g
%E;_ Well why don't I do it agian. I was covering{most of the work
on the TimesX¥ on breaking stories my work and that would be fast
developing stories, would be the & column headline storypage and
in those days it was crime and violence really more than anything
else that sold papers. So a great deal of my time was spent on
that particular type of refined journalism. There was this bill in
on

1931, well we had I'm not sure HEXXXKKE record of it was unclear because
the records even the ¥XB police department kept at that time were not
accurate records at often but something like 20 murders prohibition
connected murders, gang murders in 21 days and it will be at the rate
of 1 a day. Now it was in the summer time, this was going on and people
would be taken for what they call one way drives. They'd get the
offending party in the car and take him out on the side street shoot
him and dump him out of the car and my phone next to my bed would ring

in the morning just as it was getting daylight. It got so that I knew

exactly what the bell meant before I answered the phone because somebody
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on his way to work or EXXEKX¥ on an early job who found a body in the
ditch shot in the head. Usually that was the method of execution.
I was always curious as to, even when I was in shcool, I was always
curious as to why K a person knowing what was in store for him would
get in a car with people liek this and I had the opportunity to find
out at leastin one case. When I was getting out the paper in

coflad

Birmingham, Michigan the police chieant my office about b5:00 6:30
one day and I was still working and he siad Come on XX¥X I'll sto p
by a nd pick you up we either just had two murders or attempted but
their supposed to be gang shootings and their right on the edge of
town. So I went with him. ®¥# Two men had been dumped from the car.
Ope was dead, the other was still alive and conscious, so they got an
XHEAAXA ambulance to take him to the nearest hospital which was in
Pontiac and I jumped in and road with them and after I got from him
what HKhappened I asked the question that always bothered me Why did

you get in the car with these people when you hnew for certain what

their mission was, and incidentally he wouldn't tell me why he—éid—
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they did it he just used the then often used term we knew td®much but
he wouldn't tell you what that too much was. I said but why did you
get inthe car it was dark then and they picked him up downtown in
Detroit, I said why didn't you just run. He said we thought we could
talk them out of it when we got in the car. I suppose that;s the
answer. Obviously you didn't succeed and he said X no they didn't
speak English and they I suppose they actually did but they brought
on that they didn't because they didn't want to discuss their job
with them as if they were sent to kill the two of them and they

AXE did because this fellow I rode to the hospital with died a couple
of days later. You know those gang shootings before these I'm
talking about know are before the antibiotics and well the gangsters
always went for the head, shoot them in the head and there was never

e:p‘Fn oy

much doubt about the eshie=mey of 45 caliber bullets in the head but v
C,JJ“’\‘\Q o4
other shootings weren't gang shootings their victim would be shot in

the abdomen and if I didn't talk to them right then I might if I had

reason to go to the hospital and see them the next day and get from
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him directly what happended or I'd get it as soon as I could

. Now ZXEEX he would be in HEXKXXK a apparently

relatively good health, he would be bright and talking well and not

complaining too much about the way he X&HIX felt and would be very

optimistic about his recovery and making plans for the future and

then the next day he would die. Very simply what happened was that

s/ g srulonti, .

TKXAXKE itdbe paxentenitds and it would take him with HEEREXIX
penicillin or any other antibiotics and how they would have bled
to deathXXXXEX¥ they had dominal bullet wounds or not, always fatal

in fact they say many people would much rather, when they used to be

. °

penlonct;

just about 1007 EXXX goners and the cause was parentitis

S
There were many afide from the individual murders, KWE¥XW there were
gang wars where several were killed. For instance, there was a feud
going on between the Italian Gangs or gﬁcilian Gangs and the East
Side of Detroit and the West Side of Detroit. This is as close as I
was ever able to come to who was sheeting because obviously they don't

wear uniforms or go withflags flying. Not®conventional war, people

£~
ey

-
[ 5l



-9-
donéE talk about why others are shot, ones that do talk about iq,:[
usually have found don't know. But they finally so many were being
killed that they set up a peace meeting. Terms of peace were to be
worked out on in an East Side Fish Market in Detroit. Roughly
representatives ofthe East Side were to be there and 6 representatives
of the West Side. and one or two gunmen, that would be a total of
maybe 12 or 15 people, to work out peace plans for themselves in
Detroit and KHEXXXEK¥XXEK its environmment where they operated. When
the 6 walked in and were seated they were immediately shot to death

by the other peace-makers that they were to confer with and like

most gang killings, all we know about it is why they were there, who
the victims were and despite all the columns and columns we wrote
those are about the only two facts that there was to be a peace meeting
and that these were the representatives of the west side. We could
identify them, they all had fingerprints of course, ¥XXEK with the
police from previous arrests and those were about the only two actual

.

12
facts about the murder from the columns and columns of investig;Ead
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work and reporting that we did. And it was often that way except

in a case where we had a witness who knew something about the

people and the outstanding case in that category would be what

' quickly known H¥Hd as the Collingwood Massacre. This happened

in 1932?77 (Put a question mark there)( I think it was 32) an

American Legion Convention had been held in Detroit, in several

months prior to this Collingwood Massacre and the American Legion

at that time was a huge organization X¥ and their conventions

would just ¥BX would be enormous they would just take over a

city, all the hotel space, all the auditoriums all the &treets the

speak-easies,H the resturants and it was a very big thing. Well there

was a gang operating in Detroit in liquor and they were called the

Little Navy Gang and they bought from the Purple Gang a large

amount of alcohol to help supply the American Legion demand and

promptly sold it but they didn't pay the Purple Gangd. Now this

wasn't advisable way to do hbusiness with the Purple Gang:they frown

on people not paying their debts, so after a lot of warnings it
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later developed into one of the members of the Purple Gang® rented
an apartment under a phony name on Collingwood at 12th. Then they

Soll¢-
HHUXK got Simem- Levine with whom who knew both gangs well to
bring three or four members,four members of the, four leading
members of the Little Navy Gang, out to the Collingwood address
to meet with representative s of the Purple to work out some
easy payment plan and he did and went with them, accompanied them
up there and was going to sit in on thepeace meeting or at the

foui
credit meeting. So the purples' as soon as the/ members of the Little

X
Hy
Navy Gang/ in the Purples just shot them to death with 45's and left

hurriedly. The police knew somehow, I think they had left a pool
Selly

room and picked up Sdmem Levine in a pool room and XKXWHEXAIEXXXH

there was also a handbook and somebody WEHKXEHEH there mentioned
delly

to the police that Sdmem Levine had gone out with four of the P,rple's

XX the Purple's were Raymond Burnstein, Ah

MK: Harry Fletcher
A~

RG: Well Harry Fletcher wasn't convicted, he went with him, yeh he was

7
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with them, Harry Fletcher,

wesd

RG: Philip Ké&ewedl nog Harry Keewall and Izzy Sucter (or was he in the

=

avy, I'm trying to place him@ no not Izzy,(strike the last name that's
jatef

not right, we'll get it and put it in theré§ and the Ah so the police
Selly Selly

arrested XX S#¥mon Levine and well S=men did his best to maintain silence

but it didn't work and then finally told police the story exactly what

happened and of course he was held as a witness. They arrested three

members of the Purple, Fletcher left, he disappeared and Ah the three

went on trial and were convicted of first degree murder on the basis
Solly

of Sdmon Levine's testimony and also the testimony of a man named Larry

Collic who was then in the junk business,d¥HAXXKEH he later became very

wealthy, then in the junk business later called scrap business, "l

he was driving his truck into the alley HX as the Purple's in an

automobile were exiting the alley in KXKK back of the Collingwood Manor

Apartments and hefigone to school with all of them,¥¥% he knew them.

s . N .
Well Levine knew him to and he menitoned to the police that they saw
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Collic on the way out, so the police arrested Collic who after
pretty
BUEKXKE intensive questioning said he did see them and could
identify them and EXXIH so testified at the preliminary hearing
However at the trial Levine stuck to his E&X story, Codlic changed
his story and said XKXX no he knew these defendants, he'd gone to
school with them but he didn't see them that day at all but the.
police made him say that, that theones he saw coming out of the
alley were all Greeks. He didn't know but they looked like Greeks
to him. So he was charged with perjury and beat the case, he had
a very good criminal lawyer, Joe Hally, and he got him acquitted.
Well to E®B get back, three went on trial and Lgvine was the principal
witness, of course they had a lot of others, the manager of the
apartment who rented the apartment to somebody, some of the
neighbors that might have seen somebody, they found one of the guns
® a 45 automatic, was dropped in a bucket of paint just outside the
door of the apartment. Fletcher was not arrested but the others

were and tried and given life in Marquette Prison. Fletcher about

a year later, and the deputies coming in, sureendered
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and he had a beautiful alibi, the alibiX was that he was in jail in
Pennsylvania at XKHK the time of the murder. He had somebody swear

to that he had affidavits . that he was in a

small city or small county jail in Pennsylvania but he was tried
anyway but by that time the witnesses had all disinegrated so he
was acquitted, he later went to prison on some hold-up charges
that weren't the same but the Ah they were interesting because he
was su|posed to have held up, he and several others, were supposed
to have held up a little coffee house in Pontiac where he played
cards for money and it was a ridiculous thing, I never believed
he did it because they wouldn't have to go to Pontiac to hold the
place up, Fletcher, with his reputation as HXKBKEWXXEXYX being such
a tough guy could have held it up by telephone, just call them and
say bring the money down and XHE¥XWXNAX people would because they
were afraid of him. I think I'll break for a minute.

et

I was out at the apartment the night”’the men were shot in the

il
Collingwood Massacre and we'd were experimentﬁKX§KKXXXKKK why we
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happened to know about it so fast we were experminenting then with

the polic radio in our office at the time and we heard coming over

the air that several persons had been shot in this apartment,s o we

went right out, photographer and I, and went very fast and they were

still really bleeding when I arrived but the difference between

newspapers then and now, so much then

somebody
but doesn't any more, then I have a picture of EXWX®KX standing and

reading X;K Detroit Times Extra with the headlinesabout the Collingwood
Massacre and in the picture it also shows them carrying two of the
dead men, wrapped in blankets of course, to be taken to the morgue.

So our paper our extra was out there and that's six miles from downtown
seven miles about from 12th and Collingwood and we printed read and
printed and delivered XKE to the sﬁerf' before they had taken the

bodies out of the apartment and it was a very fast, newspaper work

was a very fast job then it slowed down a lot there's not the

competition among papers as there used to be. This Collingwood

Massacre was really the last incident the last gasfof the purple ga

¢
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because Ah others had drifted away from that, moved out of the city,

HERAXAEXKKBother NEXKEXE some of the other members, and then three of

their top men were convicted and got life imprisonment and that

hadn't happened to others in the purple gang, they had a terrific

attorney Ted Kennedy, who managed to X¥¥XH¥ win most of their cases

for them and two others had been murdered, Eddy Hasskler and Eddy

Fletcher had been murdered in Oakland County. We never knew exactly

why they were murdered, where it was or murdered by a rival dope

gang. Now the Purple didn't handle dope, it could be that these

right

two members had some interest in it, if that was the ZZEEEEE report,

but no one every did as in most gang murders no one was arrested or

tried for theX murder of Haskler and Fletcher. The As I said then

three of XKE them went to prison for life , Eddie Fletcher who was

pretty high up in tKe among them, was on the limb, he didh't show up

for EX¥EAXXHXXE® another year or so and just fell apart. It never was

it's always overrated their organization, I still read about the things

that the Purple Gange are doing K¥ now and they haven't done anything
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now since that last Collingwood Massacre and god that's 40 years or

so ago. XXKKE¥YXEXE They were in existence only a short time and they

tame XKE¥ KX about rather accidentally. They were kids who grew up in

the same neighborhood pretty much and the Bernetein's had a let's see

there were Abe, Raymond, Joey and Izzadore, four bwothers and they had

a brother-in-law WHEXXKEE named Charles Chicoby who XEXX¥K had a

cleaning establishment and dyeing establishment and he was in labor

trouble and there was a cleaner and dyer ¥EX war on in Detroit, a price

war and it got pretty tough, they were throwing acid on truck loads

of clothes and they were dynamiting cleaning establishments and the

Bernstein's just naturally went to the aid their boother-in-law Charlie

RH%EE¥ Chicoby, who was a legitimate business man, and then they

E¥HNA kinda got the reputation of being tough because they were

participating in that with their friends on his X¥ side and they had

a few arrests in connection with that and when the matter was settled

among the cleaners' and dyiers they just went on with different rackets,

extortion, protection rackets, small merchants and naturally go into
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prohibition which was pretty big. They employed, I don't think they

ever more than 20 persons that you could say were members of the

Purple gang, XX and it was a loosely knit organization. In other

words Purple A, Purple C, and Purple D might have one enterprise

EBi¥KE going and Purple B and Purple x might have another one

going and they'd have individual deals going on, rackets going on=

they wouldn't necessarily cut the others in. They were always

freindly, they would always go to one anothers aid but they didn't

act as a gang of 20 persons for instance in any enterprise that

I ever heard of. It was the grew HE IXHHXH up as I said they knew

each other from kids, grew up in the same neighborhoods, used to

hang around the old Oakland sugar house on Oakland Avenue and

were kind of tough neighborhood kids until their brother-in-law got

into this difficulty over in business, and they went to help him

and branched H#¥KX out. Now how they ever got the name Purple gang

I don't know and they don't know, I've asked several of them who

& I knew fairly well, wou know, how they'd get it, and they just don't
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know. One of them suggested that it might be because of one time
they bought had a chance to get second sweaters, you know sweaters
with a flaw in them, XKE¥XEENEKXXH they bought a bunch of them at
a very reasonable price, maybe they stole them, maybe they bought
them I doni;hknow but he said they bought them reasonably and they
were all purple, so they bought them and they used to go, Eddie
Fletcher came to Detroit from Brooklyn and he moved into the
neighborhood and they adopted him, pretty tough kid and he was a
praze fighter. so he would, they'd go to his fights and they'd
wore their purple sweaters and people EHAH would see the group of
them, now the reason they wore the puvple sweaters was probably
the only thing they had at that time they were poor kids and then
they, of course they did make money later, they Ah Uhm Another
story that a EIXKE police lieutenant or Police Inspector, Joe
Gardman who was never at a XKEKX loss for an answer, a newspaper
man asked him one time who's this KXHH bunch for Chicoby, Ah there

were a lot of gangs in Detroit at that time the Green Sedan Gang, you
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know, and the Packard TouringCar Gang, hold up people , the paper
always tagged them with names, and he ¥¥¥ said their the Pruple
Gang just pulling out of thin air which is as good as any or the
sweaters or nobody really knows where the name came from and Ah
there has been a lot of curiosity about it. Oh
Woman: I heard you talking about somethin another
RG: Last Monday???7?7??

—mm——

Woman: in the basement, Yes

RG: 1Is it

=

Woman: Yeh
-—-/

RG: Yeah, Yeah

b.‘.&\\)"é‘ were
ngig;,,They'lookli like they K¥# such plush apartments,X did you think

they lived there

RG: They didn't honey, they rented the apartments to kill them.

-

Woman: Just to kill somebody

s

RG: To kill the Little Navy Gang. Yeah
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ﬂEi, Ray could you explain why it was that there
Woman: It says on the back of it the date
j@g: that the gang never stopped gettdsmgs revenge against Splly Levine
RG: Oh yes, after he testified. No I didn't think that S@llies life
span ¥X¥E would be very long but I was set back that they really
protected themagainst any harm because they were working with their
attorneys then to get a §new trial for thoseconvicted and somehow
they made affidavits, depositions, swore EXEXIHKE wvery place that
he had lied about the whole thing and that XKE¥ he and the police
talked with him and made him & make up this story, that it was purely
a made up story and they thougﬁ*that Se@llie would be = I don't think
sesiment entered into the thing, XXXKKIEKXXKKEKX they thought that Sgllie
would be more wvaluable to them alive then dead and they tried but
never succeeded in getting a KEEXXK new trial but Sgllie still living
but I don't know where, I haven't seen him in a long time but he's still

around, he'd been seen

MK: What became of some of the defendants?

-
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Morgusize

RG: Ugh, well they served a long long long term X¥RH HE in Maxket
e,

Prison, one died in prison, the others recently had been:paroled

but the’ybvery old and broken men Know, two of them are in wheel

chairs and their being supported by relatives and the{f”just pitinga?? but

this is when people say life only means, life in prison is meaningless

it only means eight years, or something XXXRXXE¥EX¥ like that,

every state they get in something better????????? Well it's

nonsense of course, they XE¥KRXIKXBEKXEEHXXXEIXAXIANXPRKISBAXBHXSENEKRIRE
were

TXKEXIREX XENE in prison Oh something like 35 at by the minimum 35

years and to someone they were in sp long they were just vegetables

when they got out

MK: and one died in

==

RG: and one died in there.

MK: It might be relevant here Ray, to note the later X career of

T Flascban
Harry BEletelrer.

Fﬂm;&u

RG: Tleteher came back with an ironclad alibik that as I said that

e

he was in jail in Pennsylvania and w they didn't have a case against



=98
him atall because the witnesses all in the meantime repudiated their
stories, that is the two main witnesses Collic and Levine said they
lied and s-aid_-they-woulthat it didn't happen. So he
wasn't tried he was in his various parsuits in living, he did pretty
well and then the came the.ﬁim.Sigler who was special prosecutor
for the grand jury and made the most of it, he became governor

after that and the publicity he got out of the grand jury and then

Flersdlin

indited Eleteher and several others for this hold up in the Coffee

House in Pontiac which I don't think ever happened or might have.

He served his term, he served it for 12 years in Jackson and came

out that one of the prisoners was a brother and from all the reports
éuc‘uiﬂq

I got has been working legitimately in the golfing—business, since

he got out. NOw whether he has anything going on the side I don't

know but He is connected with the building business and I'm told

works hard at it.

MK: Was he suspecte d isgthe involvement in the Senator Hooper

a1

murder.
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EE&_»Yes, but just about everyone was. See he and all of the
Fellows used to hang around a bar in Detroit on Chicago Boulevard
and Linwood and this fellow Larry's bar, actually this Larry
Olary I mentioned is driving into the alley owned it and just
HEXAXXXKXNHE a side investment for him because by then he was a
WEIH wealthy man with a lot going for him in the steel business.

There
YKE¥ were some ex-convicts KNHKXXEIHA I'm told hanging amround that

Fleasie,

bar and during Ele&eher and others planned to kill Hooper, Senator
e

Heoper about whom we=lkmew later. But some three people were indited

not Fletcher, three were indited and on the basis of this pretty

weak testimony were sentenced to conspiracyto murder which carries

in Michigan a five year maximum. and they served time in prison

and were released but it-Wasn't a very ERERXXREREX convincing conviction,

at least to me, because undoubtely Hooper who wanted to get a dog

racing bill in Michigan, he was involved either for @ or against

I never could quite figure out which side he was on, he seemed to

change sides so often, but there was a lot of talk at that time about
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a dog track and T suppose there was talk about that and the people
connected with it =mre#t in many bars including Larry's but there was
= never any connection between the talk of murdering Hooper, if it
was talk of murdering him and the actual murder. Of course
conspiracy being a crime in étself , didn't have to he, but three

Herretan
were convicted but not Peteher. I don't think he, I never thought
he, I worked on that covered that, of course, Hooper, XXABHXKXKKXHE
I never thought he had anything to do with that. They had all sorts
of stories, even stories that the police investigated very thoroughly
with prisoners, some prisoners were let out of Jackson prison = that
particular day just to go out to kill Senator Hooper and came back
in and if you added up all the people that most were ex were either
convicts or ex-convicts were telling these stories, if you added up
all the people that were lined up to take a shot at this man, it
would extend, the 1iqg be about from Chicago,to Jackson if in cars.
F Leaschear

MK: Now LouiscFke&elrer was not in your opinion, Ray, a member of
\

the Purple Gang.





