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DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES {Abe
Osheroff). Sad wisdom, disarming hon-
esty, a muted yet clear radicalism per-
meate this disturbing work. A former
American fighter in the International
Brigades returns to Spain to discover
whether his struggle against Franco had
indeed been in vain: what he finds and
how (with rare documentary materials)
he recounts both the story of that war
and America’s role and continued in-
volvement creates a unique history les-
son for a new generation not yet ac-
quainted with this indispensable lesson
in turpitude and betrayal

Film Comment
Oct., 1974

DREAMNS and
NIGHTAMAREN

A porntrait of Spain since 1936. One hour
§4Lm in 16 mm. by Abe Osheroff and Larvy
Keingman.

A film to sound the alarm about
U. S. involvement in Spain .
before and after Franco.

. the executive

About the Madrid Pact .
agreement that already poured $4 billion
into Fascist Spain.

about the Resistance, the elements that
will forge a new Spain.

Film available from

DETROIT COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRATIC SPAIN
P.O. BOX 35006
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48235

m
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alarm about U.S.
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... before and after
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“A well-constructed and intellectually

illuminating film that excels in dramatic,
extremely well chosen sub jects and ingenious

use of newsreel footage.”
' Los Angeles Times, Feb., 1975

Dreams and Nightmares is a documen-.

tary within a documdntary that combincs
cxceptionally good black-and-white foot-
age of the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s
with outstanding color footagc of Spain as
it is today. Narrated by producer Abe
Oshcroff, a 59-ycar-old carpenter who
ases the cvents of his own life to explicate
the insanity of war, the filin opens with
Oshcroff building a housc in California,
reminiscing about his upbringing in New
York City's Lower East Side, where 35
ycars ago he left his girlfriend to join the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, a voluntcer
group of 3,200 Amcricans who went to
Spain during the Depression to defend the
Spanish Republic against Franco. The ma-
jor springboard for the movic is OshcrofT's
return trip to Belchite, a Spanish village
where Oshceroff fought against Fascism,
and where much of what was ruined still
remains as a heap of rubble. As Osheroff
moves from place to place, the film shows
clips of the civil war as Osherofl remem-
bers it. documcenting the brutally repres-
sive forces of Franco and his army, and of
Hitler and Mussolini, who were sympa-
thetic with Franca's causc. During the Jast
third of the film. Osheroff moves into the
present, illustrating how Fascisni looks to-
day, cxemplifying its claw-like cffect with
underground footage smuggled out of the
country of strikc break-ups, arrests, and
policc brutality uscd against student
uprisings. Throughout, Osheroff includes
intervicews with anti-fascists who were tor-
turcd during the war or who were at soine
time cxiled for “illcgal practices,” 2l of
whom recount with a good deal of re-
pressed pain how difficult it is to cxist
when a few men who care only for wealth
and powcr find it necessary to sacrifice
thousands of human lives. As a final note,
Osheroff covers the recent U.S. renewal of
military aid in Spain. a policy which, be-
causc it is clearly undcerstood as an obvi-
ons military advantage for the U.S.. which
has uscd Spain as it< largest forcign mis-
silc basc. is vicwed as a dircct reversal of
the principles of democracy. Ending with
a warning that such involvement inay Icad
to another war, the film js cxcellent pot
necessarily for jts 1deas. which will un-
doubtedly cause controversy, but for its
well-structured _historical record human-
i¥ed by a personal biography. For public
Ibrary film programs and loan to groups
concerned with US Torcign pul:cy,l‘d
for use in scntor Tigh school and college
language arts. history. and social studics
cTasscs. Ages 14-adull.

BOOKLIST, Feb. 1975

THE NEW YORK TIMES,
FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 1974

Documentary Revisits
Spanish Civil War

By VINCENT CANBY

The latest in the First Ave-
nue Screening Room’s week-
end programs of special films
is a bill of two documentaries
that are all content without
luminating style. The films,
which were shown Sunday,
will be repcated today and
tomorrow at noon- and mid-
Aight.

Both films demand an ap-
preciation of commitment, if
not bias. “Dreams and Night-
mares,” the more moving of
the two, is a 60-minute re-
collection of the Spanish
Civil War by Abe Osheroff,
a New York carpenter who,
36 years ago, served in the
Lincoln Brigade. Last year
Mr. Osheroif returned to.
Spain with a ‘camera to see
whether the sacrifices of his
colleagues had_been in vain.

“Dreams and Nightmares”
is a montage of newsreel
footage of Depression
America and the Civil War
itself, intercut with material
shot by Mr. Osheroff in con.
temporary Spain. He is both
sad that Francisco Franco
managed to survive the
World War defeat of his
fascist allies in Germany and
Italy; and alarmed at the role
that America has played in
that survival. The film is less
interesting as a documentary
than as a personal document

b a Ve »
X _yOuthrul 1deanst who man-

o _—
dmm::—mact
in :

DAILY NEWS,

MONDAY, APRIL 22, 1974

Documantary
Is Valuable
And Arfistic

* Kk Kk

“Dreams and Nightmares” is a
documentary film produced and
written by a Brooklyn-born car-
penter named Abe Osheroff, who
was wounded while fighting ir
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in
the Spanish Civil War and whe
returned to Spain in the lat:
1960s in search of validation o'
his youthful passion. :

He found both complacency ani
unrest, both enduring tradition-
alism and signs of change —
worker and student demonstra-
tions, free-thinkng priests and
militant intellectuals. Some of

“Dreams and Nightmares,” a
New Yorier Films release in
color. Produced and written by
Abe Osheroff. Directed by
Larry Klingman. Presented at
the First Avenue Screening
Room. Running time: -1 hour.

his film was confiscated by gov-
ernment officials and film was
shot for him clandestinely by
membres of underground politica¥
groups.

“_Dreams and Nightmares,”
which was directed and edited
by Larry Klinsman, is valuable
for the history lesson rovides,

zque Y e-
cially about the United States
military bases that,Osheroff savs,
have made Spain “the largest
atomic arsenal outside the United
States”) and for its insight into
one man’s search ‘to understarnd
his idealism.

The film, which {s umgmu*
rtistic in its use of newsree
Fb'iofa'!‘e. is at the First Avenue

Screening room at noon and mid-
night on Friday and Saturday.




The legal victories of the Negro People--from the June 19th decree to the
Civil Rights Acts, have never won them real freedom-~freedom from unemployment
and low wages, from discrimination, from poor schools and housing, Hard-won
.affirmative action programs on the job and in education are being axed,

Busing for integration is under vicious attack and white chauvinist gangs

like the Ku Klux Klan are stepping up their reign of cross~burnings and

terror across the land, An example.of these fascist attacks is 17 year old
Gary Tyler who is now sitting on "Death Rouw" in Angola, Louisana, He has

been falsely convicted of murdering a white youth who was one of many that
were throwing bricks and bottles at the school bus in which Gary was riding,

DEFENSE OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE AGAINST FASCISM IS THE DEFENSE OF THE ENTIRE
WORKING CLASS!!

FREE GARY TYLER!!! FREE THE NEGRO NATION!!!




JUNE TEENTH * * NEGRO NATION DAY

Because of its historical significance, Juneteenth Day has become Negro
Nation Day, Jumeteenth is a celebration for the whole working class, It
commemorates the date Jume 19, 1862, when Congress passed an act abolishing
slévary in the t.rritqrioo of the United States, Although it wasn't until
six months latoi that all slaves were freed by the Emancipation Proclamation,
Juneteenth has become the traditional holiday signifying the Jubiletion of
freedom, Tradlttélilly Juneteenth has been celebrated by picnics, dances,
and marches, p!!isrlly in the former slave states and territories (most of
which today comprise the Negro Nation. But as the Negro Peeple migrated
North, they brought their culture and holidays with them, Teday workers and
. Progressive people of all nationalities throughout the United States of
North Amerloanqr.‘boglnning to hear about and celebrate Juneteenth alongside
their Negro brothers and sisters,
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The Negro Nation UMONZE THE &M

The Negro Nation is that area of the South commonly referred to as the
"Black Belt" (the area of the Seuth that had the ma jor plantations and the
richest soil), The nation is referred to as the Negro Nation because the
base of the nation is the Negre People who have lived there for hundreds

of years (along with the Angle American minority)., The economy of the Negro
Nation is totally controlled by the Imperialists of the United States of
North America, They have speat millions of dollars to hide the fact that it
is a separate nation and tholi most valuable colony; so as to hinder the
struggle of the working class for its independence,
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