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This article is written to explain some of the histo
and political persepectiwves of the Detroit Unemployﬂgﬁb
Council, which is now functioning in the City of Detroit.
The unemployment movement has a long and rich history. 1In
order to explain some of the analysis that we used in the
struggle to create D.U.C., we will touch lightly on some of that
P;ESE—;i;ZS;Z;S\If the readgr#bas read Detroit I Do Mind Dying
y Da gakas and Marv1n« th@n this article will be much easier
to follow. Those chapters which describe the development of
£ RUM (Revolutionary Union Movement) are most helpful. But
we must emphasize the difference between the past movement and
the present movement. 1In the past, DRUM, ELRUM, JARUM, etc.
were all black organizations. Now they are multinational
organizations, the political leadership for which comes . o7 ~
Erom the Communist Labor Party. T | }“4"“"
Unlike the trade union movement, the struggles of the 33 1 Due.
unemployed offer no rich treasury of dues paying members.

M 1] The t;gde union bureaucrats are always slow in involving

(ﬁﬂ> themselves in the unemployment movement. But in the case

\ﬁﬂ1 of the-communjigst-mavement, the plight of the unemployed has

always been a matter of particular concern. 1In Detroit, this
is no exception.

® R ¥ E R % X E N

In the fall of 1973, the effects of the current overproduction
crisis began to be manifest. In Detroit, this process began in
the auto factories. The unending stream of automobiles,

the incessant overtime, the pounding of the hammers, began
slowly to grind down. On December 1, 1973, Chrysler's
Jefferson Assembly Plant employed over 7,000 workers. By
Christmas of the same year 1,500 of those workers had been

laid off. For the next six months, production was scheduled

on a week to week basis. These were the first signs of the
depth of the current crisis.

The response came quickly. The first new JARUM (Jefferson
\)Avenue Revolutionary Union Movement) came out in April of
1974. 1Intense agitation began in an effort to fight the
silent resignation that was setting in amouﬁ%t the workers.
By July 1974--the end of build out of the 1974 model--over
2000 workers had lost their jobs. JARUM was valiently trying
ijuﬂ' to build a militant fight back against the oncoming depression.
b ﬂ“ Many of the members of JARUM had built the o0ld JARUM and ELRUM
( )(Elden Revolutionary Union Movement), but now these organlzatlons

WU‘A’k ‘\\Eed changed their politics.

o N treraiperoxdras T, JARUM\called for unity of the
workforce to flght the layoffs. The International UAW on the other
pt, remaining completely silent on +the
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Chryler's Jefferson Avenue Assemply was built in
the early 1900's. 1t and Hamtramck Assembly (Dodge
Main) are among the oldest auto factories in the—— -
workd. Assembled at Jeffersom is the soul—of the
Corporation--a2ll the Chrydler models and &1l the
Imperials. The depth of the crisgs becomes clear
when we realize that in May, 1975 the last Imperial

" rolled othhe assembly line. The end of an endless
stream, The last sentence of the 0ld chapter. But
the first sentence of the new chapter had been written momths
before.

As unemployment was steadily rising all over the counary,
Michigan in general and Detroit in particular was wes
-WM”//;ahead of the pace. 'The workers at the Jefferson Plant
were even worse off, 1n October, 1974, Chairman of the
Board Lynn Townsend announced that Jefferson Assembly
wpuld be shut down. JARUN immediately respondsd demanding
that the plant be kept open. On November 15, 1975, the
second shiftwas discontinued throwing 2500 workers on the
street, 1wol!days later, Coleman Young, UAW Vice President
Doug fFraser and Townsend held a joint press conference at
the Chrysler World Headquarters in Highland ParkplMichigan.
With the audacity of card sharkgat a bridge tournament,
they announced that there would be no more massive layoffs.
JARUM had a long history with these double dealers. U
years, members of JARUM had fought to expose these
Members of JARUM had just participated in the XIrnxgrs
successful struggle to form the Communist Labor Party.
Outside this ¥$§x press conference, they had assembled
300 workers to pruies demand that the plant remain open.

This confrontation kkXXXK was the perfect setting. Coleman
Young, Doug Fraser and Lynn Townsend on one side; the workers
on the other. Youngy-the recently elected Black Mayor,
Fraser--the fired old unj rat. ‘ownsend--the
incompetent égckéy for _the bourgeoisi®\who had just flowh
back from his vacation in Hawaii to make this announdement.
They were a multinational group. On the other side, a
multinational picke%?%f angry workers. ‘Ffhe weakmess of
ovement had been the division between Black

now we® were united under the banner of the
Labor Party. On the sideline, stood Kenneth

v trying figure out how it had all happened. The
bﬁjuﬂ°‘ drumbeajf(s were beating a2 new tune--one that was designed
to be
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Une day later lownsend annmounced that all the assembly plants

in the United States of Nerth America would be reduced to one
shift and beginning December 1, 1974, the Jefferson Avenue
Assembly plant would be shut dewn for six weeks. Having completely
contradicted the statement of the previous day, Townsend thereby
made Young and Fraser look like the fools that they really are,
Immediately, Jefferson workers set up a picket line outside
Solidarity House demanding that the Intermational UAW publish
the minutes of the meeting between Young, Fraser, and Townsend,
The UAW leadership denied that there were any tapes taken of the
meeting.

Their economic, program a shambles, their political program of

concilliation B \to collapse, the UAW leadership was totally

incapable of providing the militant leadership that the

situation demanded. ‘'he pregram of the Communist Labor Party

was the only clear alternative. ‘The form through which workers
/were able to express that program was the Detroit Unemployed Qowv\cl\-

Somippee, [he basis for a2 united working class struggle

was:

1) A job for every worker at the expense of the military
budget.
2) Support busing--smash the KKK, the Nazi party and all
other fascist gangs; all education financed by the
o 3)
4)

federal budget on a per student basis.
knd all deportations of undocumented workers.
No USNA military intervention in Southeast Asia or

v
‘\0“‘“

0"
\ ""r:.
INg ’ :
’w,j‘:s:w.i.sﬁ) Nationalize the emergy industries. (Peogt Tolbeun 4'(’7%
T

the Middle Bast.

The Detroit Unemployed gﬁnﬂé&&ao could easily&'or jobs not war

in the context of the above political pregram. While not ever¥ person
would agree with all aspects of the program, such a program se

the basis for a higher level of unified struggle tham all the
programs combined.

The militant struggles of JARUM combined with the political
leadership of the Communist Labor Party set the organizational
basis for the formation of the Detroit Unemployed Council which
grew out of these struggles. After D.U.C. was formed, it
immediately began to distribute leaflets amd petitions demanding
‘| that the Detroit Commen Council have a public hearing gn the
ﬁgemployment crisis., ~

As thousands of workers were being thrown on the streets of Detroit,
an organizational form had to be created that met the needs of
these workers both politically and organizatienally. Attempting

to prevent the creation of any organizational form expressing

this poeltical militance, the bourgeoisie made every attempt to
prevent any formation of any independent organization. Lven

after D.U.C. was formed, New Detroit, the direct representative

of the bourgeoisie in Detroit) attempted to buy off the Unemployed

Council by offering it large Aums of money which were turned
down, Thg most imﬁortant g ect of D.U.Cywas the 1§nk %e%

: A‘ . Nd Weenm
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the unemployed and employed worker. Arising out of JARUM and
its struggles, D.U.C. initially had that link which made its
struggles more successful. Over the months however it has been
much more difficult to maintain this political link with the
employed workers, The momentum was there however,

By December 1974, D.U.C. submitted 20,000 signatures to the
Detroit Common Council demanding that a public hearing be
called on the unemployment crisis in the city of Detroit.
The Common Council agreed to that demand and set the meeting
for Janmuary 17, 1975.

How had this relatively small group been able to seize pelitical
leadership so quickly? Why was the response so quick? or
course, the history of struggle of the people involved in the
effort was important. But more importantly these people had

a long and rich history on which te rely. Having studied and)
in many ways,mastered this history, they were much more

prepared for the struggle this time around.

Onevrof the earliest Unemployed Councils was in St. Petersburg,
Rugsia at the turm of the cemtury. 1t was formed under the
leadership of the Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party. This
early Unemployed Council held to three pragmatic points of
organization:

1) The éheral aims and tasks of the Unemployed Council are
to lead the unemployed out of their unbearable situation.
2) The most immediate task of the Council was to force the city
to organize public works for all the unemployed.
3) The Council was to rally the unemployed around these
aims on the basis of their common demands and arrange
to send delegates to the City Duma and subsequently seek
other means of influencing the City Duma.
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Summing up the experience of the St. Petersburg Unemployed
Council, Lenin stated:

"Through this organization alone you cannot influence

the bourgeosie; you will not be strong enough, and

the unemployed workers themselves will not be able

to develope this work on a broad proletarian class

basis. Therefore, you must immediately extend the Unemployed
Council to include representatives of those employed

in all the factories and mills of St. Petersburg. You
must now begin to agitate in the factories and mills for
this purpose, and immediately arrange for the election

of these representatives. The Unemployed Council must

not only consist of 30 representatives of the unemployed
but of 100 or 150 representatives from all districts, from
all the factories and mills. This will provide the
unemployed with a genuine proletarian leading body

which will really be able to exert pressure on the

,City Duma and on-the bourgeoisie generally."

Unemployed Councils in St. Petersburg in 1906)

The Czar eventually suppressed the St. Petersburg Unemployed
Council but the experéénce set the basis for the formation
of many unemployment councils throughout the the world.

But Marxism means a concrete anaylsas of a concrete situation

so it was also necessary to study the history of the development
of unemployed councils in this country in order to set the

basis for the development of the Detroit Unemployed Council.

The following is a quote from the December 15, 1974 People's
Tribune which analyges the way in which the struggle was

carried oﬂ:the 1930's:

"This article on the struggle of the unemployed workers
during the 1930's was written by a comrade who has been
active in the workers' movement since 1914, He joined

the Communist Party (CPUSA) in 1928 and left in 1945, in
opposition to the revisionists that had seized the &eadership
of the party. Although the CPUSA today is a revisionist
party and is actively sabotaging the struggles of the
proletariat, it was built by many honest revolutionaries

who were staunch fighters for the working class and have

a great deal of valuable experience. As we build Unemployed
Councils we should learn from the past successes and use them
for a guide. (PT's Editor's Note)

%x X X * X X X %X ¥ *x

"In Seattle, in 1933, the bourgeoisie created the Unemployed

Citizens' League of some 10,000 members. Tq be a member
a worker had to be Anglo-Américan and a citizen.

Negro
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"national minority workers and foreign-born workers

were excluded, The leadership had a "self-help" plan-
the unemployed were supposed to help the unemployed-like
selling apples on the streets. They never demanded jobs
from the capitalists or the government. “T'hey separated
the unemployed workers from the employed workers, and
sent unemployed workers out to scab. . . . . .

,  "lhe Communist Party decided that the best way to work :
from within was to seize the leadership of the UCL from
the bourgeoisie. 1t consiituted 10 of us as a fraction
and sent us in there. A new election was slated; 4000
or 5000 people were there. Iive of us stayed outside and
passed out a big leaflet and five went inside with the
throw-aways. ‘I'hen we took them up in the gallery and
threw them out over the audience. We had a new slate and
proposed them on these leaflets. A few of them were
communists and the rest were honest working people we could
depend on. The whole thing was turned around with one
meeting by the communist fraction. . . . .We eleeted
every member we put up.

"Then we called for new by-laws and a new program.
One after another of us in the fraction got on the
floor and hit the chauvinist provision hard. We
raised the issue of Independence tor the Negro Nation
and demanded that the o}d clause be dropped. WE saw
clearly that as long as they used white chauvinism to
divide the unemployed and wmemployed workers, and even
unemployed from unemployed workers, there was no way
that even 10,000 people could win the fight for jobs.

is is just as true now as it was then. . . . .
Any unemployed or part-time worker could be a member,
regardless of nationality or creed or political beliefs.
The name was changed to Unemployed Council and that but
us in accord with the other big UC's up and down the coast.

"I'hen the newspapters ran a headline, "Communists take
over the UCL". fThe old leadership stayed in hoping to
reverse it. ‘They tried red-baiting and the usual anti-communist
package, but they couldn't put forward proposals that

were benficial to the organization, that spoke to the
workers' demands. We had way more strength because the
Negroes and E¥ foreigh-born workers came,in. fThis was

one of the decisive factors. ‘“'hen we adopted the proper
tactics that were in the workers' interests--demonstrations
against war and fascism, picketing anti-Negro bars,

mass resistance of evictions and demanding jobs from the
county and federal government.
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"'Self-help' was completely rejected. . . .

The whole tactic of the bourgeoisie was to separate
unemployed from the employed and our job as

communists was to unite them. We had perfect

relations with both the AFL and the CIBP. 1f men were
needed at any CIO plant they came down to us to get

them., 1 f they went on strike over any issue, our men were
pledged to come in and get on the picket line and

help, and to kEeep our own unemployed from scabbing

and going to work. . . « "

The above analysis of course was extremely helpful
but it still had to be applied to our concrete situation.
Having learned from past experience, the bourgeoisie was
meking every effort to prevent the assemblage of any large
number of workers. Very early, we de$gdﬁd that we woild
have to build an independent form tha ABring together a
number of workers. We called a number of demonstrations
in order to focus on the unemployment problem. Then D.U.C.
demanded a Common Council meeting. In additihon, we began
to demand that unemployed eewncils be set up in all the
local unions. R

From this base of historical experience and an
analysis of local conditions, the D.U.C. participated
in a coalition of working class groups to force the City
Council to hold an open hearing on unemploymmnt. On
January 17, 1975, over 600 workers from around the city
attended this open hearing. Jn five hours of testimony, over
40 representatives of the working class spoke out against
unemployment and war. As a result of this open hearing,
the City Council passed a resolution calling for Congress
to increase the funding of the Comprehensive Employment
and Treining Act of 1973 so that all the unemployed, both
men and women, are provided unemployment at a decent income.
This resolution also called for this funding to come from the
massive military budget so that public service jobs can
be providded for the unemployed. In addition, gewEEEt-‘-90
councilwomen began to demand that Detroit be declared a
national disaster area because of the ecqonomic crisis.

The most important impact however was that it made clear
that the unemployment issue was not going to be rEbowed=pe
e covered up. Politically, all forces in the city understood
that they must make some ghow of struggle on the unemployment
issue or be left in the dusEi Very soon, the UAW beganm to
demand that unemployed esek be set up and offered the
Communist Labor Party seats on the &sumrsids if they would
stop agitation. Grmaifices

L.
5
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Thinking that they were outsmarting somedme, the UAW
c_plled a demonstration in Washington D.C. to protest the
unemployment situation. When workers began to show up by
the thousands to ride the buses to wa%héiéi they were
told that the demonstration had to be to 9,000
workers., The UAW successfully limited the number of
workers at the demonstration, but it was clear that
the old Democratic Party platitudes were insufficient.

As Kennedy for President banners flouted around the

ByxXkr auditoriupm, workers began to shake their
heads in disgust. By the time of the EFL-Cl0O rally en
April 26, 1975, this disgust expressed itself by walking
jut of the stadium during Humphrey's speech. Over 80,000

orkers marched through the streets of Washington to the
tadium. WwWhen they got there, they were in no mood for
\’k “(f nother Democratic Party rally. While thousands of workers
marchod onto the field and stopped Humphrey's speech,
(yorkers who had just entered the stadium turned around and left.
*&"\‘v*j In any case, it was clear that the opportunists and sell-out
VAFK ' artist®™ of the bribed union bureaucracy could not afford any

\ ore mass mobilizations of workers.

*“*J’;ﬂy;. In Detroit, the Unemployed Council threw itself into the
v;/}‘ WV struggle for Busing. Open hearlngs were being held by the

federal judge in each school region. ¥he Unemployed Council
&A}pﬂ organizeXworkers to be present at each of these hearings and
support the necessity for Busing for the purpese of integration.
At all the demonstrations in favor of busing, D.U.C. had
representaljtives present. In addition, it supported a pro-busing
forum which drew over 400 workers. 7

0% W
Hav1ng now d&€scribed the generad =t D.ULC,, q‘
- nBOE eI the(irst six mon "1ts existence, somé

descrlptlon of the objective condition of the Detroit worklng
class is necessary. The unemployment figures rose from 9.5%

in October 1974 to 14.7% in July 1975. These were the official
published figures. For the inner city those figures would

be doubled and for Negro youth those figures would be tripled.
In addition, during this time the City of Detroit experienced

a steady inflationary spiral approximated at 1% per month.
Clearly then the cost of living # doing up and the chance

of living 3§Q§oing down. XEXXEXKKX®X With this constant erosion
of the living standard for working people, there arose the
absolute need to fight back against these conditions.

But does this mean that there is gecessarily an immediate
- response by the working class in Detroit. Of course not. S.U.B.
benefits did not begin to run out until April 1975. XKEEX Being
paid 95% of their average weekly wage (without overtime), workers
were not immediately being forced to starvation and the level of
’+rﬂfﬂw heir struggle reflected that material fact. 1In addition, the
5“‘ UAW negotiated an agreement with Gowernor Milliken of Michigan.

c’r \')J’ ince the S.U.B. benefits were running out, it was necessary to
(“’ u‘k get immediate paymets in the hands of those workers most likely

&0{ i 7t suppprt the Union bureaucracyDuc < A o YOI 2

7] NI i A AN,
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This agreement between the UAW and Milliken went as
follows: those workers who had been laid off in the most
recent cut back would receive an immediate increase in their

nemployment payments by $30.00 per week. For this small
ibe,” the UAW gave up the following: any worker fired or
voluntarily quits would be,disqualified for any benefits
up to 13 weeks (plus %ﬂhﬁ%ﬁaﬁk%m even more onerous punishments) ;
workers who had been laid off for a longer period of time
would get no increase. This is not a detailed analysis of
the Milliken-UAW bill but the social motion of the bill was
clear. The workers who needed the benefits the most did not
‘get them; national minorities would be punished most severly
becamse they are the workers who most often are fired for
unfair reasons, who are pushed off jobs ("voluntarily quit"),
etc. But the bill protected the social base of the UAW
hierarchy: the high seniority Anglo-American worker and
M\he skilled worker.
am

, Having seen the use of the bribe to buy time, D.U.C.

t;ﬁ*kp‘ knew that it was necessary to dig even deeper into the most
exploited and oppressed sections of the working class. It
therefore embarked on the long tedious campaign of uniténg with
those fighting the working class with the least
ties to the Soon enough, the workers still
sucking at the UAW sugar tit would learn that only by the most
militant defense of the rights of national minority workers
can they protect their rights. Soon enough, these workers
would find through their own experience that the UAW opportunism
only makes them weaker in their ultimate fight with international
imperialism.
bty

On June 19, 1975, D.U.C. participated in the KERRRX Negro
Nation Day parade celebrating the emancipation of the slaves
in 1863. Over 400 workers participated in the celebration which
concentrated on the need to smash the rising tide of the KKK and
support for General Baker who was recently fired from Ford Motor
fompany for getting a job under an alias.




f

[ -

Page 10

Also, in June of 1975, D.U.C. joined the Coordinating Council

on Human relations (CCHR). CCHR is an organization which

acts as an umbrella organization for over 90 community groups.
Since almost all these organizations were controlled economically
or politically by the governmental strueture, CCHR had never
been particularly active. Once D.U.C. got there, a polarization
began to develop. In early June 1975, the Detroit Free Press
had printed an article featuring the KKK as another social
organization that was now allowing "Klansladies" to participate
with equal rights within the organization. Representatives

of D.U.C. insisted that CCHR demand equal time to explain the
truly vile nature of the KKK, to tell of its murder and rape,

to tell of its consistent attack on the working class in this
country.

Soon after this struggle, CCHR was persuaded to call a
demonstration for peaceful integration which eventually was
scheduled for August 16, 1975. <Through a process of continuous
political maneuvering and struggle too complicated to describe,

the local pdlitical power brokers did everything possible to
sabotage this demomstration. Coleman Young to0ld all those under
his control that there wouldbe no such demonstration, New Detroit
said that money would be withdrawn, alljwhich resulted in

repeated announcements that the demonstration had been cancelled.
But the City of Detroit now had an independent force not under

the control of these opportunists. <Therefore the demonstration
occurred on August 16, 1975--the same day the District Judge
DeMascio announced that there would be no busing in Detroit

dashing the hopes of workers for quality education in this

year; the same day that the local fascist group had a demonstration
in front of the federal building against” busing. CCHR under

the leagership of the D.U.C. was the only pregressive force on

the scene that day. In spite of the efforts of the opportunists,
the CCHR demonstration outmumbered the fascists 10 to 1. This
particular demonstration was projected all over the country:
Columbus Ohio front page, Chicago Tribune front page, and the
Charleston West Virginia front page, etc. But nothing was mentioned
of the demonstration by the Detroit News which did mention the smaller
demonstration of the fascists and the Detroit Free Press only made
a slight mention of this demonstration.

Although every effort is being made to hide the existence of D.U.C
from the Detroit working class, it is clear that it is fasi
becoming know as the one organization that will consistently
and militantly fight for the interests of the working class.
?he ec~onomic crisis will worsen. Lay-offs are already
scheduled for late fall. S.U.B. benefits are already low, past
savings are now exhausted. The intensity of the struggle for
jobs must increase; that is, the strength, vitality, and focus
of our movement must increase. We now have a multi=national
movement supporting the everyday struggles of the working class
at a level of unity that we have never seen in the past. We

can engct ghag the victories of the past year will soon appear
as sma indeed 1n the light of the victories that we can nowv
see in our grasp.




Chrysler's Jefferson Assembly Plan was built in the early 1900's,
It and Hamtramck Assembly (Dodge Main) are among the oldest suto factories
in the world,.Assembled at Jefferson was the top of the iine - the
Chrysler ahd Imperial., In May 1975, the last Imperial rolled off the
assembly line. The last sentence of the old chapter. But the first
sentence of the new chapter had been written long before,

In the fall of 1973, the effects of the current overproduction
crisis began to be manifest., In Detroit this process began in the
auto factories, The unending stream of automobiles, the incessant
overtime, the poinding of hammers, began to grind to a halt., On December 1,
1973, Jefferson employed over 7000 workers. By Christmas of that year,
1500 of these workers had been laid off. For the next six montis i
production was scheduled on a week to week basis., uﬁb
OF i UNITED AUTomMeBILE | HECSPACE, AWd Aucnviridae /MPcemenT WokKEes (‘WD ;
The WM leadershipAdid not respond to this first attack. Complacently
sitting back on their fat wallets, they pointed to the Supplemental
Unemployment Benefit Fund (SUB) as the answer to such a situation,
What they faiie# refused to point out was that most of the workers
caught in this early layoff did not qualify for SUB. They had worked
for Chrysler for less than a year, many for less than 90 days,

Out of this situation grew the Jefferson Assembly Revolutionary
Union Movement (JARUM)., This new JARUM Caucus was unlike the old
RUM Caucuses in the UAW., The old RUM movemetit saw the struggle between
black and white, consequently it was organized on a syndaclist line.
Only Negro workers could join a RUM Caucus.¥The JARUM Caucus was pro=-
communist, anti-fascist, and saw the struggle of the Negro people
for equality and the Independence of the Negro Nation as a question
of the class struggle. This change in line was concretely reflected
in the fact that the JARUM Caucus was a multi-national grouping.

In April, 1974, the JARUM Caucus launched an intensive agitation
campaign against the layoffs and for full employment., They combined
this campaign with concrete political exposures of both the UAW leader-
ship and Chrysler. By July 1974)-the end of the build out of the
1974 model - over 2000 workers had lost their jobs at Jefferson,

By October, 1974p unemployment nationally had risen to 6%. In Detroit
unemployment had reached 9,5%. The workers at Jefferson were facing
even heavier unemployment. That same month Chairman of the Board Lynn
Townsend announced that Jefferson would be shut down. The JARUN Caucus
immediately responded, demanding that the plant be kept open. On
November 15, 1974, 11 months after the initial layoffs, the seccnd
shift was discontinued. 2500 more workers were thrown into the streets.
Two days later, Lynn Townsend, Detroit Mayor Coleman Young, and UAW
Vice-President Doug Fraser held a joint presskconference at Chrysler
World Headguarters in Highland Park, Michigan, Outside this press
conference the JARUM Caucus and the Communist Labor Party had assembled
300 workers to demand that the plant remain open,

This confrontation wasxa reflection of the class for:zes lining up
against each other., Xy®rr Townsend - direct representative of capital,
Young - representative of the capitalist state, Fraser - representative
of capital in the union movement, This multi-national group stood on
one side, ©n the other side stood a multi-national oicket line of
angry workers., On the sidelines stood Kenneth Cockrel and other repre-
sentatives. of the petit-bourgeousie, paaaie coucht between the

hammer and the anvil, Townsend, Young, and Fraser backed down, announcing
that there would be no more massive layoffs,

e e v e




One day later, when there was no direct confrontation, Townsend A
announced that all the assemkiyxpx Chrysler assembly plants in the
USNA would be reduced to one shift and that Jefferson would be closed
down for six weeks beginning December 1, 1974§. Immediately, the JARUM

Caucus set up a picket line outside of Solidarity House, the Interna ticnal

Headquarters of the UAW, demanding that the UAW leadership publish the
minutes of the meeting between Townsend, Young, and Fraser., The UAW
leadership denied that any minutes existed,

This apparent turn around on the part of Townsend, signalled the
impending collapse of both the economic and political program of the
UAW leadership. In less than six months, the SUB fund would zmilapse
be bankrupt., The insurance program for unemployed workers would no
longer exist., The short work week benefit for employed workers would
be gone. . Iriving Bluestone, UAW Vice-president, explained that the
SUB fund was not designed for a crisis,

Out of this struggle at Jefferson grew the Detroit Unemployed
Council,” Unlike the union movement, the struggles of the unemployed
offer no rich treasury of dues paying members. As pointed out by Blue-
stone their concern with the unemployed was minimal, Their economic
program was not designed for a crisis, But in the case of the communist
movement, the plight of the unemployed has always been a matter of
particular concern since unemployment is a® fact of life in capitalism,

One of the earliest Unemployed Councils was in St, Petersburg,
Russia at the turn of the century. It was formed under the leadership
of the Russian Social-Democratic Party. This early Unemployed Council
held to three pragmatic points of organizationi

1. The general aims and tasks of the Unemployed Council are to
lead the unemployed out of their unbearable situation,

2., The most immediate task of the Council was to force the city
to organize public works for all the unemployed.

3. The Council was to rally the unemployed around these aims oh
the basis of their common demands and arrange to send delegates

to the City Duma and subsequently seek other means of influencing
the City Duma,

The Czarist government eventually suppressed the St. Petersburg
Unemployed Council but the experience set the basis for the formation
of many unemployed councils throughout the world,

Under the leadership of the Communist Labor Party, the Detroit
Unemployed Council adopted a broad political program, The basis for
a united working class struggle wasi "

1, A job for every worker at the expense of the military budget.

2. Support bussing - Smash the Ku Klux Klan, Nazi Party, and all

BIREE other fascist gangs; all education financed by the federal budget
on a’ per student basis,

3. End all deprotations of undocumented workers.




4, No USNA military intervention in Southeast Asia or the liiddle
East,

5. Nationalize the energy industries,

The Detroit Unemployed Council could easily fight for JOBS WITH
PEACE in the context of this program. The Council immediately began
to distribute leaflets and petitions demanding that the Detroit City
Council have a public hearing on the unemployment crisis, In December
1974, the Council submitted 20,000 signatures to the City Council,
Submitting to this pressure, the councilmembers set January 17, 1975
as the date for the hearing.

At this point, New Detroit Inc. stepped directly into the picture.
New Detroit was formed after the 1967 Rebellion., The content of 1its
Board of Directors, like the press conference, consists of representatives
of capital, representatives of the capitalist state, and representatives
of capital in the labor movement. Its main purpose is to control any
and all forms of resistence and militancy in the city. Its main tool
is money. Almost every community group in Detroit is under the control
of New Detroit, Their technique is a tantalizing as it is simple,
Provide the funds necessary for an organization to carry out its program
and then threaten to cut off the funding if the program does not conform
to the wishes of capital., Many an honest organization has been smashed
or subverted by this tactic,

The Council was given an "emergency grant", no strings attached.
New Detroit than encouraged the Council to submit a full funding proposal,
When this proposal came before the Board, the Council was expected
to tone down its program and stop confronting capital in the streets.
To the surprise and amazement of New Detroit, the Council turned the
new grant down in favor of seeking financial support from its membership.

As January 17, 1975 drew closer, more and more working class organi-
zations became interested in the Open Hearing on Unemployment. On the
day itself, over 600 workers from around the city attended the hearing.
In five hours of testimony, over 40 representatives of the working class
spoke out against unemployment and demanded jmks JOBS WITH PEACE.

As a result of this open hearing the City Council passed a resolution
calling for Congress to increase the funding of the Comprehensive
Employment and Training Act of 1973 so &hat all the unemployed, both
men and women, are provided employment at a decent income. This reso-
lution also called for this funding to come from the massive military
budget so that public service jobs could be provided for the unemployed,
In addition two councilwomen began to demand that Detroit be declared

a national desaster area because of the economic crisis.

Fhe most important impact however was that it made clear that the
unemployment issue was not going to be covered up. Politically, all forces
in the city ynderstood that they must make some show of Xmrze struggle
@an the unemployment issue or be left in the dust,

Forced to take up a political struggle, the UAW leadership called
for a rally in Washington, D.C, on February 5, 1975 to protest the
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unemployment crisis, Their economic program a shambles, this last
ditche effort to save their political credibility was to prove a failure,
When workers began to show up by the thousands to ride the buses to
washington, they were told that the rally had to be limited to 9000
workers. This was less than 5% of the 200,700 unemployed UAW members.,
The unemployed at Jefferson alone could have filled over half of the
buses.a Having successfully limited the number of workers at the rally,
it soon became clear that the old Democratic Party platitudes would

not smooth over the plight of the unemployed. As Kennedy for President
banners were carried around the auditorium by UAW staff members, workers
began to shake their heads in disgust. They had not been brought to
Washington to FigHE FoR JOBS, it was a Democratic Party rally that

their hard earned duegwe %éaying for. By the time of the AFL-CIO
rally i Washington?”%ﬁls 18gust expressed itself by walking out of

the John F., Kennedy Stadfium., Over 80,000 workers marched through the
streets of Washington to the stadium only to find another Democratic
Party Rally paid for by their dues, They had come to FIGHT FOR JOBS,
While thousands of workers rushed unto the field and stopped Hubert
Humphries speech, workers who had just entered the the stadium turned
around and left. This would be the last mass rally called by the union
leadership, they clearly had lost political control of their memberships.

In Detroit, the Council threw itself into the struggle for busing,
Open hearings were being held by federal Judge Dellascio in each of the
seven school regions in the city. The Council organized workers to be
present at each of these hearings and xk support the necessity of
busing for the purpose of integration, In May, 1975, the Council
participated, along with the Communist Labor Party, in a march for
bussing in opposition to an anti-bussing march called by a fascist
group simular to ROAR in Boston, A Pro-bussing forum which the Council
participated in drew hundreds of workers, On June 21, 1975, the Council
participated in the Negro Nation Day para@g# elebrating the emancipation
of slaves in the territories of the USNA @n %861, Again hundreds of
workers participated in the celebration which concentrated on the need
to smash the rising tide of the KKK and the anti-bussing movement,

VAW

Theﬁleadership came out directly in opposition to bussing. Fraser
led this opposition when he stated that he never did support bussing
in the North, This put the UAW leadership in the position of objectively
supporting the fascist anti-bussing movement., This desertion of the
rights of the Negro worker in the UAW ESREXBXEIYXLBAKXXKEXZERLXBLXXXX
BUPPEEEX X B XERBX AR AN KBS X TRXEREXNT UK XK AR MK ER NI B YA BKEXBRE O ERE AL BERXTLANKX
ARAXXXHEXAA R XA XA KK EXALEXBHAKLBAYX was 4y an indication of the
desertion of aX} the working class as a whole. This desertion took
concrete form in the changes in the Michigan Unemployment Compensation
Law enacted by the capitalist state,

R e L e e —— Y Their political strangle-
hold on the working class slipping, the UAW leadership turned to the
Michigzan State Legislature to bail them out. In a compromise between
Michigan Governor William Milliken, the UAW Leaderwhip, and the State
Legislature, the workers laid off in the most recent cut back would
receive an immediate increase in the unemployment payments of $30 per
week. In exchange any woker fired for fighting or stealing would be
autimatically disqualified from collecting benefits, In addition the
penalty period for any worker fired for "cause" other than fighting
or stealing, or who quit was increased from 6 weeks %o 13 weeks.




This compromise, which gave a minimul increase in benefits for the
unemployed at the cost of subjecting the employed.to a strengthened
terrorismic power of capitalfﬂggﬁig"gwe been avoided by the Uaw leader-

ship, The UAW leadership could have mobilized for a demonstration in

Lansing, Michigan in support of the increase without increasing the

penalties, After witnessing, the April 26th demonstration in Washington

it was clear that mass mobilizations could not be politically controlled

by them., Their collaboration with capital had nuetralized their ability Pw77casy
deal with the crisis.

In lq%gTMay, 1975, the Detroit Free Press printed an article featuring
the KKK as™ another social organization that was now allowing "Klansladies"
to participate with equal rights within it. The Council contacted
the Coordinating Council on Human Relations (CCHR), an umbrella organization
for over 90 community groups about the article. Since almost all of:
these groups are controlled economically or politically by the capitalist
state structure, CCHR had never developed as a fighting force. This
was their opportunity. The Council sdemarieixxtkaxx insisted that CCHR
demand equal time from the Free Press to explain the truly vile nature
of tne KKK, to tell of its murder and rape, to tell of its consistent
attack on Negros, Catholics, Jews, and the labor movement in this
country. A meeting was hed%ewith the Editor of the Free Press who
refused to publically condeli®"Klansladies" article or the KKK.

As a result of this struggle, the Council was asked to join xREX
CCHR. A proposal was put forward by the Council to the Executive Board
of CCHR to hold a pro-busing demonstration., The Board accepted this
proposal and August 16, 1975 was set as the date for the demosntration
am Kennedy Square in downtown Detroit., Through a process of continuous
political maneuvering and struggle the capitalist state did everything
short of banning all demonstrations on August 16th, MNA¥srXXEKKZXX6IdX
AYIXXKBEBXKNABKXKY 1in order to sabotage the event. Mayor Young told
all those under his control that there would be no such demonstration,
New Detroit Inc., said that money would be withdrawn from CCHR.. Repeated
announcements were circulated that the demonstration had been cancelled,
In spite of all his the Council proceeded with pdans for the demonstration,.,
On August 16thf’ He Council mobilized hundreds of workers at Kennedy
Square to show their unswerving.support Bor bussing. At the same time
a small group of anti-bussers demonstrated at the Federal Building
a few blocks away, In a last ditch effort the capitalist state had
Federal Judge DeMascio announce before the demonstration that morning
that there would be no busing in Detroit Aft September. In spite of
all these roadblocks, this particular demonstration was projected all
over the country, It appeared on the front pages of Tkhexr newspapers
in Charleston, West Virginiaj; Chigago, Illinois! and Columbus, Ohio,

' e s e BuXxXREXRRWKXRXAKKIUEX ARXRK KR QK KX X
In Detroit, the two major dailies, the Free Press and the Detroit News
failed to cover the demonstration in an attempted blackout.

Although every effort 1s being made by the capitalist state to hide
the exxistence of.thg Detroat Unemployed Council from the working class,
1t 1s clear that it is fast becoming known as XkeExBR an organization




that will consistently fight for the interests of the working class,

The economic crisis will worsen, The union leadership older and stronger
is affaid to mobilize the thousands L demonstrations that will be
necessary to defend the standard of living of the working class., The
Detroit Unemployed Council, younger and weaker is not afraid to mobilize
the hundreds for demonstrations, The intensity of the struggle for

JOBS WITH PEACE must increasems)the strngth, vitality, and focus of

the unemployed movement must increase, There is now a multi-national
movement supporting the everyday struggles of the working class at a
level of unity that we have never seen in the past, We can expect that
the victories of the past year wikl soon appear as small indeed in the

light of the victories that we can now see in our grasp, THERE WILL BE
JOBS AND THERE WILL BE PEACE.
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'he unemployment movement has a long & rich history.
Phis article will touch lightly om that history, hoping
to explein some of the history that we drew on to b\
wosronddtize the Detroit Unemployment Council.

REAFRTEXKAE XA ric KX Ris XY
LreXRABEOLFOE X EREX nenployhent novenent

Unlike the trade union movement, the struggles of the
unemployed offer no rich treasury of dues. The

trade union leaders # have 1k always been slow in
responding to the felt needs of the unemployed, But
in the case of the communust movement, XX the plight
of the unemployed has always been a particular concenm
of the communist parties of every kind.

Within this g ral hisiooy, the city of Detroit has

a partiuularl?ﬁgtiﬁ istory of revolutionary struggles.
Dan Georgakas amnd Marvin Surkin, Detroit I Do Mind Dying
putlines much of that history. The Detroit Unemployment
Council is merely an extension of that haéstory particularly
the RUMvmovgment

@hmdukvwé*iyvﬁ¢§“lmi“%”Iii * * %

In the fall of 1973, the effects of the current overpprduction
crisis began to be manifest. In Detroit, this process

began in the auto factories. The unending stream of
automobiles, the incessant overtime, the pounding of the
hammers, began slowly to grind down. On December 1, 1973,
Chrysler's Jefferson Assembly Plant employed over 7,000
workers. By Christmas, 1,500 of these workers ad been laid off.
For the next six months, —‘production was scheduled on a

week to week basis. These were the first sign‘s of the

depth of the current crisis. Y Wkﬁ&NﬁWJerm«b
C&‘? \\“m)

The response came quickly. The firstbthUEAcame out

in April of 1974, ,b.Opce, again the workers fought to

stop the silent that was setting in. By théjlxoq14-
Yaend of build out of the 1974 model—im—duly—¥8%{ over

2000 workers had lost their jobs. The Internmational

Union was silent. JARUM was valiently trying to build

a 11 militant fight back against the oncomimg depression.

Many of the members %; JAR%@Rha__pui}é»the previous

JARUM and ELRUM, A8 e the Political program was

a united fight against the attacks by the companies;

the ¥¥1 old syndicalism of seprating Baacks and wKites

was gone. JARUM was politically on much more stable

grouncg. The International UAW on the other hand was

showing its political banklmptcy as it remained silent.




This article will attempt to explain the historical
basis for the development of the Detroit Unemployment
Gouncil. XNERXBHLXtkeXpRrtik¥iarxkikX Dan Georgakas and
Marvin Surkin in Detroit L Do Mind Dying outline the
basis for the development of the Detroit Unemployment
Council especially when they give the history of the
RUM movement.
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