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ON THE JUESTI N T A STW)=STAGE REVOLITION® IN ~ULaT) KICO

mAt a certain stage of their development, the material forcesbf nroduction

tn soclety come into comflict with the existing relations of productioneese
From forms of develoment of the forses of » roduction these rclations
turn into their fetters. Then begins an enoch of social revolution.®(1)

Re&volutions are the inevitable and irresistable vehicle of the advancement of human
eociety; they serve the ourpose of ( ) the means of production ard
the rela iions of production.‘ The socialist rev-lution frees the means of production
from the chains of the profit svstem and allows for the full realization of the mast
technologleal eanabilities of modern society. The bourgeois revelution simila}ﬂ-y seyves
the p_urpose of freeing the m» rising bourgeci sie‘anvd its develoning econ mige system
from the shackles of feudalism, with i$s isolaticn and anti-scientifiec mysticlem. Thus
Lenin defines revolution as, “The violent bregk-un of the obsclets political superstruct-
ure, the contradictlon between which and the new relaticns of production cawsed its

col '.a;)se at a certain moment.® (2)

"me of the great points of demarcation betwsen Marxism ani revisionism, especially
singe the Ictober Rev~rl tion of 191 7, has been the attitui: of revolutionaries to the
natrue of revolutionary m-vement s in the colonies and dependent countries, that vast ma-
jority of mankind which bearsthe brunt of imperinlist exploitation and ovpression, Today,
as we move oloser to the formation of a truly multenational Communist Party in the United
States of North America, debate on this problem has intensified, especially as regards
the question of the nature of the revolution in Puerto Rico. |

Among the gr-at historiec merits of the October Revolution was that 4t olearly demone
strated that the national bourgeoisie was no lonzer eapable of leading the national revole
utionary movement in the colonies and dependent countries to victory. ®The revolution,"
wrote Joseph Stalin in 1925, "cannot be advanced and the complete independence of capitale
istically developed @o'oni:s ani dependent countries achieved unless the compromlsing nae
tional b urgeise 1§ jsolated, unless the pétty-bourgeois rev-lutionary naa.ﬂu are freed
from the influence of the bourgeoisie, unlesa the hegemony of the oroletariat 1% estabe
l1ghed and unless the advanced elemends of the working clas: are organized in an indepene
dent Commumist Party.®(3) If there is one thi g which revolutionariesthe world over have

learned in thexomskxint past 60 vears, it is tha® the hegemonv of the pr-letzmkhat in every
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stage of the national mx revolutionary moement is p nrereguieitd to the victory of the naw
7
tional revolation and ultimat~ly of the socialist rev-lution., dnything less than the
im~ediate establishment of the disctatorhbip of the proletariat after the victory of the
nitional liberation nmevemant is bound to lond, as it did in Algeria dn elsewhere, to the
ultima te defeat of the revolution,

But differe nt societies, at different levels of economiec and political develormenty
pose différent problems mf for the proletariat in power. Fhe tapget of the revolution is
the outdated relations of production which are holding back the develooment of tho pbo-
ductiva forens of society. Thus, in a semiefeudal, semi-colonlal or colonial country,
where the advancement o f soclety is impeded by foreign imperialist domination and do=
mestio feudal oppression, the tarset of the rewolution cannot be other than imperialism
and feudalism, As Mao Tse-tung says in refernce to eonditi-ns tm China in 19393

"Sinco the nature of p resent-day Chinese soclety is colonial, semi-colonial

amd semi-feudal, wh~t are the chief targats or enemies at this stace of the

Chinese revolution?

“They are imperialiem and feudalism, the beurgeoisie of the imperialist goun.
tries and the landlord class of our country.®(l4)

Ard furthers

*"Tnporialism and the feadal landlor cdass being the chief enemies of the

Chinese rewolution at this Stage, what are the present tasks of the revolution?

%“Unquestionably, its main tasks are to strike at these two enemles, to carry

out a natiocnal revolution to overthrow foreign imperialist opores:ion and a

democratic revolution to overthrow feudal landlor oprpession, the primary and

foremest tack beipy the nitional revoltuion to overthpow imperialsim(Mao is

writing at the time of the ‘jar of Resista nne Against Janan--sd.)? (5)

Mardiemeleniniem thus makes a bsolutedy clear the objective miswlon of the national
1liberation struz’le in thoee colonins with strong feudal hangoverss to clear the path
for the develoment of eapltalism and kx at the same time lay the foundation for the bulle
ding of socialism,all under the dictatorship of the »nrnletariate ZLenin, in the period eof
the demoaratie revolution in Rus-ia, exnlains why this must be sog

»In countries like Russia, the working class:suf"era not s» much from eap=
4talien as from the insuf. iclent develorment of ea~it~lism. The working olass

1s therofore decidedly interested in the broad-st, freost anl &im most rapid

develo ment of capitslisme The removal of all the remaants of the old order

which are hampering the brodd, fr~e and repid develooment of canit lisn is

of decided ciwmxm advantage to the working classe®(italies oursd €6)

Although the situation in Tsarikt Russia was by no means identical to the situation
in the semiefoudal colonies ani semi-colonies today, the need for the elimination of

- . the T S
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. feudal hangov: = in both eircumstainces dictites similar palitical projection as regards
the revolutionaries? attituds toward the develoomant of ganitalisme Mao Tse=tung elabore
ated on this point mary tiness
“Singe Chinesa soclety is coloaial, semlecolonlal and seiefowdal, since the
princival enemies of the Chinese revolution ze imnerialisn and feudaliem, since

the tasks of the revoluticn are to overthwow these two enemics by means of a

patlonal and dewocratic revolution in which the bourgesisie sometimes takes

part, and since the dédge of ths revolution is dirested against imperialim and

feudaliem and not awainst eanitalism and privat proverty in peneral wven if

the bilg bourgeoisie bstrays the revelution ani becomes its enamye-since all kkmmm
firke this is true, the character of the Chinese revolution at thepresent stage is not

proletarishegocialist but bourgenisedemocratice

® However, 3 in presenteday China the bourgenis-demsoratic revolution is no
longer o f the old geparal type, which is now obsolst~, but one of a new special
tyfe. We call this type the newedemoaratlec revolution and it is developing in

a1l othor coldnial and semi-colonisl countries as well as in Chinae. The new=

democzatic revolution 1s pa rt of the world proleta ~anesoslalist revolution, for

it resolutely oppos:d imperialismes.ethe ney type of demoeratic revolution glears

the way for cajitalism on the one hand and creates the prezequisite for socialis

on tho other.®(7)

Sumrinz upg then, we sso that the ravolution in a eolonial or semecolonial country
with fucdal hangovers mist tak® the form of the new demooratic revo ution under the hegemony!
of the proletatiat; anl that the neeessity for new democracy stems essentially from the
bgckward esonnnic structure of thess countriess

The questisn maturally arises as to why, in gonaral, in the eolonlal and deperdent
countries, we tend to finl extensive fewdal hangzevars; aml as to why in certain colomidl
nations we find an almost entire lack of fendal vestigzes and a highly developed capitalist
egonomyse

As the question is twoefold, so 1s the anwwer. Tmperialiam, in its quest of mxximum
profits, devaloss not only aommadity exchanze but capitalls production; not only does it
sack the colonies of thelr raw materials and dump exeos: com odities #n the colonial
world; but imperialism develons industry, in pader to make use of the mxtremely choap law
bor pool which the impeverished masses of the colondes provide. Thus imperiddism develops
metxindeed revolutioriees, the productive forees of the colonlal countries. But at the
same time, th- colonial rule of theimperialist bourgeoisie generally depenis usdn its
alliance with the most reastionary strata of the aolonial country; and as Mao ays,
quoting the Communist Intemmational, “Imperialisa *first allies itself with the ruling

strata of the p revions social structure, with the feulal lords and the trading and moneye

e e i B e e

lending bourgniesie, against the majority of the neople. Everywhere imperialism attempts
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to nreserve nnd to verpetuate all those pre-capitalist forms of exploitation(especially

4n the villagnz) wheilh serve as the basis for the existenc e of ¥z its reactbonary
alld:8,"(8)

It is clear that thesb twc tendencles of in erialiem eannot exist side by side
forever, The everwinereasing industrialisation of the colony soansy or later must force
the destruoction of most, if not al’, remaining pra=gapitalst hangoverse The determining
fadtor in deciding the desree of the ganitalist develonment o £ a oolony is the fundae
mdntal law of eanitalism, the search for maxirmum p rofits. If the imporialists gain more
from the extensive maintainance of fewial tynesof onpression in the countryside(as in
much of lLatin Ameriea, for examnle), then these coldnies 27111 be of a semi~feudal nadure.

But 18 is becoming increasingly com-onfor the impericlists to push for rapid amd
thorough industrialisation of certain of their coloniose A prime exsmnle 8f this is
Puepto Rigo(other examples misht inelude such eolonies as the Negro Hation, Argentina,
Chile, Uruguay, South Africa am Irelard).

For many r-agons(its size, its closeness to the USNA, its status as a direct colony,
particularities of the internationul suzar markot, etc.) Puerto Rico has becone one of
the most highly industrialized areasin the worlde This tremi stakted after World War
II and became extremely pronounced in ‘he 19508 In 1955, agriculture revresented 18%
of Puerto Rico's net income; by 1970 this had plummeted to Ld{agriculture accounts for
3,1 § of the USNA's nct income). At the same Ximx time, manufacturing, from 18§ increased
to provide 24% of the island's income in 1970ewas compars: £d 27.6% An the USHA. And in
the combined irdustries of mamufacturing, construction, mining, transportation, cunrunie
cations and utillities, generally siens of an advanced eapitalist economy, persentage of
net income mose f£om 307 in 1955 to 43% inl9?70w-a bit higzhor than the comparable stitistic
for the USNA,

Thus Puerto Rico is 1t least as heavily proletarian as the USHA, agriculture has just
about as much importance to the economy as in the USHA==which means one thing andone
thing aloneg P uerto Rico is fuily and entirely eapitalists 4hat vestiges of feudalism
as resaln are weak and crowine waakere

bu will, for Puorto hican soclety is ecolale

Theonly -os-ible next step, or sitave if yi

1sm. A new democratio stage, whose "objective mission 44 to clear the pvath for the dewelop

ngat of ca 1talim™(9), would be absurd in tyerto Ricoe
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ot is the theordticsl "justificatina® (iven for this absurd assertion? Gensrally,

1t; centers around the undialestical quéting out of eontext of short passages of "On New
vemocracy® or cther works, An oxamnle isg
5o long as they are revolutio s in solonial or semi-colonial countires,

thelr state and govervmenta)l structure will of necesxity be tasically the

sgmo,y 1.6y 2 nowedomooratic stzte wrder the Joint Aictstorhsin of saversl

entieimperizlist classes,(10)

Is this thesgd of Man Tse=tunss's correct? Yew: 1t was corfect in 1939 and it is
correct today. Why 1s it that in the enlonieland senied lontdl eountries, new democracy

is genorally a neces-arry °tsge in the revolution? As we have saidy for the elimination

of feudal vestizdsy and nearly 211 colonies amd sende~colonies are also serdefeudal. Mao

makes this very clemr throughout all of his writing and, in fact, just seven pages earlier ,
says}
#,,o.mche ravolution in 2 eolonial and semie-colonisl ecuntry is still fune
damentally bourge lsedenocoratic in its soclal sharacter during its first stage

of first sten, and Fr¥oootoddomigedrhaooiedame e o1t sobective mizsion 18

to clear the 5 ath for the “evelopment of eaitalisme™GC (11)

Is there any posaibility or necessity for a bho rgrols-denocratic rsvolution in qa
fully develoved capit-list nation, wiich Puerto iico esrtainly 48?7 Of course notj but
our friends of the two stages, since they have nc grasp of dinlectixs, simply latch onto a
cateh phrese, taken out of histoyrieal, selitieal andtheoretical cintext, ard apply it t=
-verywhere aml anytines M2d also says many tilmes that the main enemy cf the Chinese
people is Japanese imperialisme-in 1939. weald anyone think of spplying this tog.say,
Mexico in 19741 Of course not, although the basls cf this concepteethe nead for unity
of all rvolutionary clas-es ag¥inst a forelrh aggressore-is absolutely corrsete Just so
is the concert cf a new=denoeratie stare in the ravo lution in senlecclonial and colonial
c-uhtries absoiutely correst. It is only in those colonies whiieh do not conform to the

general rule of imperialist rreservation of fueda 1 onnra=sion in the countryside that

Marxistseleninists,analysing dialectisally the genral and the particular, call for soclall e

and not for new demcoracye

Lot us be cle:r on one pointe It is the bounlen internationalst duty of all Anglow
American com unists to raise the cry: ® Free Puerto Ricol ® our task i3 to build a
party wihich ocan unite the amulti-national nrolétariat of the USNA states and a major

prerequisite of this unity is the renudiation LY the inklo=American proletakist of the
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'}mchth plunder and mmmdicarmmmka enslavement of the colonial nations on the part of
“our® bourgeoisie, Yet the Communist League 43 part of the internationalcomunist movee
ment, and we have the rasponsibillity zx to ad’ onr anlarstaniing , SRR EITTy
to add in the elarifiecatisn of the many oroblews whish face ~om-und st the world overs
It 4s in this spirit thai we feal oblisatod tomaox point out tho theoredical fallacy of
the eall for a fwoestas: revolution in Paerio Ricoce

This absurdity, of 2 new demorratic revolution in Puerto Rieo, has disoriented cere
tain honest comradcs in the USIlA, mostly cubl of confuslo n or ignorance. But we fully
unlerstand the trua origin of this ntheory® of a imvtwowstage revolution in Puerde
floo. The modern revisioniets all » vir the world heve long attemsted to gsabotnge the
national l4beration stru-gles in the cclonies and dependent. countries by preaching their
countererevoluticnary, social-imperialist "theory™ that politiea! inmdepeniencey, under the
hegemony of the nctionel Louryeolsie, is a necessary crerequisite for the development
of the revolutionary movement, The revisionists® soctal-lmperialistm designs on the
colonies and seniecolomios demend that the proletarfat of the eclonial natiens be sac-
rificed for the preservation of the nztionsl bourgeoisie and thier many % "thvoretical®
justifications of tiis esrrupt line coneists of falsifying the Marxist-Leninist position
on the naticnal !ib ration movenent anl on New Denocraay.

This makesdc all the more Pomes fwportant for ail Marxisteleninists and honest revoe
Jutionasies to develop our urnderstanding of this question, through a thorough and exe
haustive study of the oliz-ics of Marxism-Teniniam: and of the conereto situation cone
fronting us.

FRZE PI-RTO RICOY

DOWN ITTH THE ¥.D-RN REISIONISTS' EX¥XIS FALSIFICATIONS OF
AARXISH® L NINTSMLL

BUILD AULTISNATLCHAT, CUi TIIST PA-TYIL
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page 2, line 2, after WEN "socialist revolution", insert:

Indeed, in the presenteday period of history, stite power must either be in the hands
of the proletariat or in the hands of the bourgeoisie, The proletagian dictatorship take s
many forms; as lenin sayss3

®A1 nations will reach socialism; this is inevitable, But not sll nations

will reach socialism in the mom same way; each will introduce a specialfeas

ture in the form of democracy it adopts, in the form of the prole tafian dice

tatorship, and 4n the rate &t which it carries out the reconstruction of the

woanckygs vafious phases of social life,"(Lsnin, "A Chricature of Marxism and

*Imp erialist Economism®'®, Collected Works, Volume XIX, pages 256=257)

One of these forms is the ®people?s dem-cratic dictatorship® or the "new democratiec
republic® in the semi-feudal colonles and semi-colonles. New democracy, in itm essence,
4s a form of the diwtatorship of the proletakiat; fwiddix indded, it eould not be
otherwise, forees

(then back to "anything les: than...."

page 5, paragraph 5; after "not for new democr cy", inserts

One more point. Understanding that a period of new democescy in Puerto Rico would
be tantamount to handing the revolution ever to the petty-bourgeois deos not megn that
we repudiate alliances with other forces, Although New Democracy en tails a govermental
alliance between all the revoluticnary, 10.* anti-imperialist and antiefeudal classes in
soclety, all coalitions in colonial mmrkm countries are not New Democracy; Communists
seek to ally with all forcds which can aid in the achievement of our goal, We Commnists
in the USNA will xx make alliances with noneproletarian elements, particularly from the
urban petty-bourgeoisie; no revolution will be possible without alliances. But does this
mean yhat we will have a new=democratic stage in the USNA? No; it mmyoommocnoe
merely means that we will make alliances.

8imilarly, in Puerto Rico it will undoubtedly be possible and necessary for the proe
letariat to untte with many other seotors of the population which are opposed to the USMA

imperialists® plunder of Puerto Rico. But this is not new democarcy; this is an alliance.

then tos #f-t us be clear on "ne point.."
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