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TUE TMPORTALCE OF THE :IEGRO »EOPLIS MQVEMELT

N yar is politics with quns--Folitics is war without cuns,
This is the teaching of Maorxism o the nolitical strugcle., Whcorefor
n11 the laws of war are perfectly opplicable to tie political strugcle.
The tactics of war are 2lso ~pplicable to the political work, Ore
of the nost difficult and ceneral probleus of tactical commanders is
the question of manouverinc reserves, For evample & unit breaks through
an eneny line the problen presents itself, should the commander throw
‘nis reserves »behind the advoncing force thus exploiting the breakthrough
to the utmost, but also creatinc the condition where the advancing
unit can be outflenked, cut off, surrounded aid destroved or shoul
“he tactical commander thirow his reserves Lehind the units that are
bogged down so as to -iove the eatire front steadily aad evenly ahead
but possibly losing the initive cgailuced DYy the orginal breakthiroucgh?

The answer to thils problem is to be fouud in the various factors
around the enemy cepability ctec., and the situations ygry from time
to time, The moking of correct decisions ———taking ég«‘matters into
objective -consideration is what makes Aa cood leadegx s .

Today, in the CL we very much are faced with this sithetien. We
sould like to talk especiallv about the struccle in Cal¥§prnia Ffor the
hecgemony of thie workinc class. Oxe of the fronts of struggle there is
the strucgcole of the national ninorities for their equetity. In the main,
some very coed work nas been done. Due to the self-sacrifice and correct
nard work on the part of the comrades we have achieved a real break--
through ii work around the lMexican national wminority. Lvery success is
sound to brinc with is new problems, The problen being sharply posed in
Califorrnia and especially in the LOs -Anceles area is "here do we com-
mit our reserves?:  Auy wview of the situation in Califernia and especia -~
1ly in the Los Angeles area points up the danger of our worl: in the
Me-ican national minority beinc outflanked by the bourceoisie's increas --

inc use of the ilegro questio:n.

Wle should firmly crasp that the keyv to almost any problem facing
the workinc class is the question of class unitv—-—-end the key to class
ity is the ilecro question. The strucgle for peace, for housinc, for
jobs, for security, for education etc. becomes fogussed on OW O app-
roach the ilegro question councretely. This is the wmost @ifficult task
and a task that is often soor deserted ir faveor of work where the pick-
ings are easier. '

.

Some comrades have made the wistake of thinkinc thot work around
the ilegro guestion can only »be done amondst the Jecro people, Of cours
this is o serious lack of orientation. It brings to mind the report
from a conrade 1in the CPUSA some Yecrs hack which stated, "there are
ro Necroes in thie area and therefore no le¢ro problen+. Work on thae
ilegro question must permeate every pr.ase and aspect of our work, Ii we
are to be successful we have to walk oir two legs in this respect. One
leq is concrete uvork amoncst the .legro national minority masses. This
must consist of joiang _ the leading orgenizations of the .legro people
and waging the organized struggle there. O the other hard this consists
of raising the ilegro question consistently of provinc the linkup of the
oppression of the Mexican national minoritv and the oppression of the
.lecro people, This consists of rollving 2ll sectioas of the workinc
class in defense of tlie Necros. Without this work beinc cerried out, the
splendid worl: presently being done amonc the Me::ican natioral minority-
will come to nothinc. :
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. Several tdwes tare various ~recs have Dbeen urced to send codre into
Lie leadinc Jecro orgonization wits arsolutely 1o response., ‘le fecel tha
i\ tinc serious ond the ceenins local view of tue ared

s siEgation 1S Cetc
aders connot continuve.

“jence, the ored conrades ore directed to assiran cadre to this or-

capization and report to the coter when this has leen done.
-»

, 1n order to strencchern our movement we have to move out
of the *‘left' Fform of activity and dic deep into the mainstream of the
strucgle. fe LAt the vast majority of the :iecro people consider
+1e MAACD as the major orcenization of the .lecro peoplc and not one Siline-
¢ le Leacue comrade bdelongs to 1Ey, ds caluse for re-as essment. “Je also
waant to emphasise that sugh orcanizetioncl work should not be carried
out by ilecro comrades alone. Anglo-American comrades must also particip-
ate in this work.
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// PREPARATIONS FOR TIiE COLIGRESS Y ~

Comrades, i

The events of the last three weeks have clearlv spelled out the ef
Fecis of the upcoming Congress on the political left. The RU is cuffering
from major defections, includinc large nortiens of thelir Los Ancieles, Chil -~
caco, Detroit and llew York orcanizations. The Guardlaii, whose pa¢es have

heer: rilled -with wilé attacks upon the Conmunist Leacue, has asked the
Leacue to speck at two foruns. iven sueh people os Ren Harenca, Leroi'

Jores and Stokely Carmicheel have either called for the formation of a
= 1) "‘-I . (PR} - - () 4 L . -4 ) - =
narty or empresgsdd luterest 1 tae Continuations Commictee, J1C 1S &
knowa fact that the October Leajee, unable to stand oun its own two fect >

¥

nas begun workinc closer and closer with the CPUSA, Jax example of this
is the Steel lokkers' Confereince in Chicezo the last week of Maye. Thas
meeting, ¢ typieal gathering o the CPUSA to corall the risinc tide of
steel worle:s, was chaired and run jointly by the Party ana the OL along
with the Young Uorkers' Libecratior League. Llsewhere throughout the
country the left 1s once acain encaced 1n its tradcitional musical chairs
of e:chancing membershin, '

Amoncst this disintegration and confusion two questions have arisen
which need clarifieation., Many of tae membership of the *'new left' or-
¢onizations have been confused abhout the meaning of the 'new left® and
subsequently are confused on what js the Party Concress. It would not Dbe
Lealthy if they were allowed to bring this confusion intd the congress.
First of all the 'new left' erose as a petty Hourceois rebellion agailnst
Varrism-Leninism fuelpd Dy anarchist social dewocratic and revisionist
theories. It was quite natureal that sugh movement would develon arondst
the student vouth once the Duloils clubs lost their influence on the cam-
nuses and at o time When the international class struccle wac very intense.
Many of the ‘new leftists' did not support tlie CPUSA and sowme opposed LS
But this oppositing flowed mainly from anti-communism and cnarchiisme.e The
new left was not oppéscd to revisionism, The opposition to revisionism
cones from Mar:rism. Revisionism is the bourceois opposite to lMariism witihe*
i the Mar:;ist movement, Just because someone opposec the CPUSA does
fot inake them anti-revisionist, after all J. 'oover was opposed to tihwe
CPlUbA ., el i lar:ist mokes one an anti-revisioniste. This is crucial
heeause Lhe'new lercists® who nOoW are ol Taenselves in Mertiist paras es

-

are cominc to the cAdngress, nOC xnowing a lick of lMar:ilsm, many sincerely




thinking thev are opposed to revisionism, ur ha
igpress upon them that this congress 1s a Cougress
isn, that line must be studied onxad foucat for and

chis will be the real hattle aga revisio:isn,
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Secondly, we nust impress upon them thet the Partv Congress is not
just a ¢athering of ¢roups. Tihis idea of ,Lgruluc sometining hy gatheriag
evervone tocether who is remotely connected is the same idea that founded
SDS in Port liuron. Just bring evervdne who wants ¢ party together--fine
jidea--—and then what: a hodce--podce of nothin¢. The Farty Cobgress is
a gatherinc around a line, the line of Mar::ism., The line of .this Concres
alreadis has its foungLiox in the mag‘yggngcxln;j'o Unite: and is con-
‘cinued on throuch the Continuations Committee. This con ?reos is a meetin
lof “hose who suppért this line and wish to put it into nractlce. The new
left has always offered the ide of huilding the party throucnh the mass

truccle or throuch the united front instead of forming a disciplined
roupinc of prof0351onal revolutionaries or. the bhasis of Marmism-Leninisi,
These new left lines must be isolated and exposed in the continuations

committeees before they reach the Congresse. ,5
. . _.1.
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The tasks of the Communist Leacue are Lnrec-fqld,"l)lnte“s1lv

internal ,study. This is extremely difficult to do at thig perlod and might

eveil seem a strange task to those who only see our outward pan51on atc

this point. 'But we are enterinc¢ a period wherc the Lea oue«wust be diss-

olved where our present structure will be disbancded uﬂd individual com-
cdes must strugele within their new collectives, &

~ 2)Deepenino our ties with the class. Acain this presents itself a s
ascontradiction to the first task, vet thev are inseparably bound toget-
ner. Today deepening our ties with the class’ mcans puﬁting into practice
the area and recional plans of wor and.particularly building the factrry
nuclei,
3)Increase vicilance: <todoy increosed vigilance mears the struccl e
for centralism. These ne:t few months must be marled with the intense
struccle for centralism'and coordination between the reqions, areas and
+the center. How else can we prepare to disband the Leacue except to stren-
cthen and tighten it? How else can wWe Dr ~otect our new party froin carcer-
ists and opportunists except by the strict adherence to collective de-
cisiony
“In conclusioh, ve would like to again raise the question of review-
Lle ohe mcmbersnlo in each aree, &s ,LaLed in the Leacue Orcaniser, volume
'Z'numb er 2. Tnese reviews must be turned iix no later tha'n ﬂaL‘é,i/.

Tme results of these reviews should he sent into the center. The Cisinte-
ration of many of the left groups has forced them to try to prevent the
formatlnn of the party from within, and not from without as they have in
e pest. Every Leacue nenbdep particularlv those oin the econtinuations
comm1L tees snould gLLucgle hard acdinst the inroads of” the new leftists*

while in the same time tryving to educate sincere elements to Mer::ism,

Jim F.




& Renort ‘o the Center on the Local \rea

The overall objective conditions in the local Arca have continued dlong the path
cutlir~t in the l-st renort to the Center. Thie manifestotinn of the present economic
crisis in the local arca has witnes-~d the unemnloyment rolls throuzh ilarch and April
swell an additional 35,000 to the tune of 173,000, or 9.3% of the work force ~s compared
to ~ne year azoy in which fisures we e 108,000 or 6,1% of the labor force., At the same
time pri os rose 11.5% nitionally while the overall econonv fell 6.3%, clearly depicting
the attack on the stindard of livinz on the Anzlo-American oroletariate

Alongside of this development h~s been the continued increase in the homicide rate
which rc-.ched cloce to 300 by mid-i1 y. There was a record-breaking 89 homicides for the
30-day period of the month of April. Likewise the local :“:2 has cxperienced 2 drama tic
65% rise in the number of armed rcbberice com-itte' against banks, bars, party stores,
cleaners, grocories and rest-urants for the first four months in 1974, The response to
this is tha t the capitalists and petty chop owners have installied bullet-proof zlass amd
armed guards at all banks, fieancrs, grocery storess post offices, unemployment offices,
welfare wnd food stamp conters and cven payroll officds at plants, o

Moanwhile tho local police dopartment has announced its new roorzanizational proposal
in its 5th precinct aron on tho East Side conlete with the opening of its third mini-
station locatod ¢ emmm- Shroct in the fifth procint areca. The first! two mini-stations
were opovred earlicr in Aoril in two differon® housing projocts in th#fi’city, One in the
housing rirojedt on the far west side an? the other in the Mousing wrojoct ‘en the North
East side of town, The fourtha mini-statisn opencd in the houcing projoeds in the mid-
downtown area. . )

The Zoeal ref.om movement under the lf-jcr’s direction reccontly gqiﬁ%d the apnointment
of 2 Fegro Natiomal minority Mavasi-militant® attorncy and preeident of the local chap=-
tor of tho NAACP, rs chicf of tho loeal arca's Corporation Council, leading lawer of the
city. Two local Negro national minoritv gangs on the East Side have buen sent to another
¢city br the loeal citv goverrment to confer with another ganvs about investments in small
husincsses. The layor has r leased Fis buddet for tho fiscal year which has boen okayed
by the Common Council. The struisle on the question of . .rms h's developed further
avowd the roquost of a one-man grand jury to deal with the increasing drug traf ic in the
¢ty which was farst nroposed by 4 Negro national minority judszo with ex-CPUSA ties. This
plan has been endorsed by tho lozal chapt - of the NAACP nd is zaining mass support but
resisted by the local proseculors? cffice and the Police Officors® Asséciation and higher
anpeals courts, :

In the last threo wecks Shiroe major ovents in tho arena of the subjective struggle
have oczurred here loecally in order to push more and morc tourgeois reforms on tho p rol-
otariat in the areca in particular. Oz the wo ken? of May -~ a conforence of tho Vational [
Coalition of Black Trod~ Unionighs wos followed by the National Comnittee against Repress-
icns, 1 CPUSA frong sroup on tho weekend of May 1l ard this wockend on May 18 an African \J
Liboration Day Colebration takes placo which this year has the cupport of tho Mayor. '

Thus, the social motion mentioned in last month's reooort has continued-~the prosent
oconomic erisis doepeninzy and tho bourgeois rlass prziing on a roform prozram for the pro=
letariat, as®*a ccvor for impering fascicu.

Wwithin the CL in tho ar.a, we have boon quickly movinz in the implemontation of our
local area plan which is now completc. ™o havo .- ccrirades in tho area, and a contact
in tho procoss of boinz rccruited. Our Area is now divided into --urits, as we have
completed tho dissoluticn of our old clun stracture, We have -- factory nucloly == cOmi=
unity w-its, tho "Left® unit, propaginda and awitation, -- town units and -- oxternal
vnits. a1 of our communitv work has for the most part hor dirccted toward re-locating
and sssisting the de.clopment of our factory nucle

In cur industrial work wo have bern involved in work around tho ndecoming trade union
convention boginning June 2. We @ candidatcs at four different plants for dclegates to
tne [ %% 1tional Convention and ®ven though we were unsuccessful in terms of winaing
tho clections, it did , scrve to launch our comrades into parliamentary strugzles. At
cne plant, whoro :- hiave had 1 longor hist..:y of 1~.e consistent work, our conradcs didn't
rva a cardidate for office. Our follow.up work ¢ -1 have corrcctod this situation in timo,

Cur cowrades have boen eilled back to work at ~-.-- but are temporari., out of work
borause of a strike attho w--- plan’. which producos bodics. Loaflet work has begun 2t
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. sthor oplants, mushinz ihc numoce up 1o five plan®s doing leafletting flork. The main
_'..:les zoin: on now in our suto scctions soom to contor around job assiznment at the

. which hns manifested itsclf bw snccd-up durine periods of layoffs, thercby increas~
i, the werk en A fowor - of workers. Iin tho Ferd Department the main struggle is
L - arcund the quostion of voluntary overtime,

In our “Leoi* sociion we arc prepars'ng for a rodiction in forces as wo read just our
s . to conter un oxnosing tic CFUSA. YW have beon 1''le to polarize the oldor Left®
. ::.o0s around tho city. The attacxs fren the Trots have continued..-in particular from
¢ ... Spartacus League, .
Ptopaga:da and Agitaticn Committco is p-oparing ncow for Negro Natiop Day colebration
utich is to be held on June 22 on the East Side,
) Our cdues hawve bogua to come in belidr during the month of April. Most of our comrades
“e .o boen called back to worig. Startinz with the month of June, we will be able to in-
c:n.50 our dues t0  w=w a month plus - - special acscssmont, totaling rw- a month
Somo of tho strug:les awound rosishance to T scralic Contralism in practice and the
- riorstanding of it, aro in ton oarly a siage to report upen it at this point. Wo will
evve? thon in tie Loxt. roporta »
Conradolys '
Local P clitieal Buroam. . -
"4 < Sy
The ‘orcanizational ureau would like to pu»lish this report we
~eceived last month oe an evample of @ clear, consise,informative -
and eempadatory area report. JF =
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. Criticism and Selrf Criticisn

tism is one

The communist concepc of critcicism and
‘ St i 's_oel.¢ °

that developed only with the rise of the communi
Thie proletariat is the firstclass i hiistory that is ﬂphule of really
cenuilne and truly revolutionary LrlthLgn and salf Ericieisa, e
pointed out this particular characteristic of the proletarian revolution
in the Eichteenth Brumaire; “Proletatian rev01Utlon_, on the other hand,
like those of the nineteenth ! century, criticise themselves constantlv,
interrupt themselves continually in their ow:n course, come Dactk to the
apparently acoomplished in order to becin it afresh, deride with un
merciful thoroughness the inadequacies, weaknesses, and paltrinesses of
their first. attempts, seem to throw down their edversarv only in order
that he may draw new strencth from the earth and rise again more
igantic before chem, recoil every and anon from the 1LdeL1h1ue
prodiciousiness of their owii aims, until the situation has b€&en created
which all. turning back is made impossible(Sel. Vks. VJol.éI,p.319.) U
In order to carry out criticism whicnh builds Orlneipled unity
we must follow the method outlined by Lenin imself 1 6" U&nf
Commuriism: The attitude a political party adopts towards 1tseowr mis.-
takes is one of the most important and surest criteria of 4ghe seriousness
of the party and of how it in practice fulfills its oblicatPons towards
its class and the toilinc¢ masses Frankly admitting & mistake,
disclosing the reasons for it, Lnolysin; the conditions which led to
it, and carefullyv discussing the means of correcting it---this is the
sicin of & serious perty..."10 Classics, p.41) Let us examine these
four aspects in creater detail.

L.“Frankly admitting & m btake.™ Misteakes enist os objective facts.
Therefore, thev are separated from vhat we as individuals think about them.
That 1s why the first pert of criticism and selfcriticism is not the
individual who wmade an error; the first part is discussin¢ the error it-
self, its effect oiv the c¢lass o the worlk of the part.. If ca error has
had no real effett on the class aid onn the work of the part), then we
are wastinc our time discussing is.

2. Disclosing the reasons for it.» It is hardly enough to say of
an individual comrade or a whole croup of peoplc, “Vou made an error
end this is what it is." .Jo, we must eramine the roots of the error
why the error was committed. O:..ce we do this wo can asccrbg'n the

-class roots of the error and we can also know whether the error was

committed from ignorance or &s part of a plan to wealen the portv. For

lezample, it would be stupid to ignore the difference etween the

reasons hehiird Trotsk'''s imistakes and those committed by the honest
Dolshevil:s.

3.Analysing the conditions which led to it." [lo error takes place
in a vacum. And verv rarly does ¢n icdividual wmake an error os o
isolated puhenoimemoi:. ilo, errcrs are made within o difinte env1rolﬁeit,
and it is impossible to understaind air error without understcaindii
its reneral envioriwment. Pre!aps the !

*

bhecst e omple of this is Lucles!
self..criticism in the Prefece to the Class Stiruccles in Fraince.

4, “Carefully discussinc the meens of correcting it.: All too
often this part is all but for¢otten. But then why criticize at all,
if ot to chance some ospect of the FPartv, cecither its individual cadres

or its pPOlitical policies,”
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Within the Party criticism starts with wvhat we have acreed
upor:i. In short when the collcective acrees to course of action
onvone who violates tiils course of action must e exposed aind
criticised. PFurther the basis of the Party is Mar:ism Leninisw.
ard anvoae who trys to inject another alien ideology or philosopiy
must be criticismd. Criticism, however, implies respomsibility
and therefore we firmly reject the ~freedom' of criticism which
allows individuals to criticise without belng respoitsible.

Does this mean that we do not accept criticsm from the working
class, from contects, etc., because it is not »ut in Marxist terms?
Absolutelv not. Mar:'ism cannot be separated from the interests of the

'

‘working class. The Farty must continually evaluate itself on the

basis of its leadership of anrd the particiaption of the masses.
Phe same principle applies to criticism of the.Jeadership of the' °

parcy. Comrades are placed in varilous positions of reéfponsibility

..ot because they are perfect,{ but because thev are hest sulted

for that responsibility. That 1is to say, the nistdked thew make in
carrvific out that responsibility are comparatively winor and’ can bhe
corrected easilv. Such an understanding has ncver beekthe trade -

mark of the CPUSA, where criticisa of leadership is frowiled upoi.

If any person in the party, particulary the leaders, Jrg allowed to

co on workinc without haviig his mistakes corrected, then theat

leader will oventually decenerate and collapse. +Self--criticism is
~eeded not in order to rela.: leadersihip, but to strenctaen iy P Ko
order to convert i ° it from leadcrship on paper and of little

authority into vicorous and really authoritative lcadership.(Stalin
Col. Worke, Vol 2, ».139.)

Criticism and self-cCriticism takes place on many different
levels and in wany different ways. Rigild, formalistic notions of
criticism and self criticism do not add at all in the developient of
the narty. Criticism, as we have seen, takes place atall different
times in the party and is not a simple ipoint on the acenda®. Sim-
milarly, there are no formal rules for the intemsity with which we
criticise comrades who nave made errors. e can only restate what
Meo Tsetunc wrote iin this recaird; vin ceneral, use the method of
persuasion with cadres who have made mistakes, and help them COBRECE
their mistakes. The method of struggde should De confined to those
who make serious mistalkes and nevertheless rerfuse to accept cuidaince.*
(Sel. Works. Vol II p 203)

In conclusion, we can see why Stelin included criticism and
selfcriticism as one of the four reguirements of the method of
Leninism. And now that the First Condress draws nearer, an understanding
of this vital ooncept 1is even more important.

77w-'55.
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THE NEGRO NATIONAL COLONIAL QUESTION ’
\

During the past period of time there has been an increasing
awareness that the very ccrnerstone of the revolutionary policy of
the Communist League is the Marxist~Leninist analysis of the
national colonial question in sgeneral and the Negro question in
particular and the proposal for a revolutionary solution to that
question,

If our friends sometimes fail to grasp the significance of
our line, our enemies hardly ever do. 4n example ¢ is the editorial
in the Guardian of May 22, 1974 by Irwin Silber who states, “The
CL proclaims the existence of a 'Negro hation' in the South, a
physical land mass all of whae inhabitants, whether white or
Black, are Negroes. The projection of two seperate nations in ,
this form really adds up not just to 'self-determipation’, but to
an endorsement of seccession." o {

. i —

. Silber is. entirely correct. Our political ‘outlook can be
summed up - "The state of the United States is very powerful and as
"a united whole cannot be overthrown. The overthrowal of this state
is possible only if it is first - or in the process-- dismembered."
This is what Siber is fighting against - and what aill real revolu-
tionaries are fighting for. Marxists understand that they cannot
really create objecive reality - they can only work with existing
developing sitiations., Hence, the Commurist League has never avsempt-
ed to create. @ situation th&is favorable to us, but to analyze
objective reality and to rely upon and exacerbate the aspect of the
contradiction that is favorable to us. This is what Leninism 1is
all about & the tactics of the oppressed to batter and finally over-

throw an oppressor state., .

The most important ideological weapon that the USNA imperialists
have is the weapon of "American exceptionalism®. It has and does
permeate the projections of a1l social classes and is so inbred (based -
on the privileges of imperialism) that it is hardly noticeable as
it disorients and distorts Marxism and objectivity.

For years "revolutionaries" have been talking about the legro

Nation, and no matter the correctness of their words, it is plain

they meant an oppressed people. Stalin points out how the Jews in
Russia were an oppressed people because the lack of a Jewish peasantry
prevented them from being an oppressed nation. But there was an
historically evolved community of territory as regards the negro

people along with other criteria. It is the ideology of ""American
exceptionalism" that allows them to say "l.egro nation", and, at

the same time, deny that all the people living in the nation are
Negroes. None of these chauvinists would deny tirat—all the people
'of Germany are Germans - be they Slavic or the "black" children of
American seldiers. Confounding their confusion is their inability to
grasp the fact that nations and ' tribes are two distinct and seperate
things. Kations are historically evolved communities, whereas tribes_
are ethnic. o A
. Now there is a new question arising that..has the same goal of
undermining the revolutionary significance of the Wegro gquestion. -
This new projection is that the Negro queation - while a national

question - is not a colonial uestion.

- It should be born in mind that until a year ago these same
forces were denying that the lvegro question was anything but a
question of cultural nationalism., They are again saying the same

—$Ring, only with the sophistication that a beaten army learns.

S - First of all, we would like to ask: Can you point to a single
national question that is not at the same time a colonial question?
How is it conceivable in this period of dying, ferocious capitalism
that there should be an oppressed nation that at the same time isn't
reduced to the level of a colony? It is plain for all to see that
every colonial question involves the question of nations and also

£

that ove-y quoshion of onmressced nations involves *the question f

/
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-ﬁ‘- tdbourgeoisie. This statement means that the interests of imperialism

PRITEON

o hSherare restricted to creating a commodity market and gaining sources of

#kaQJN.Rykov and Bukharin. What is that position? hautsky spells it out.

The Negro MNaticnal Colo. ial Question - 2

v
colonial ‘oppression. This is the indisputable result of the deve-
lepment of finance capital,

In this regard, Stalin wrote, "It was ‘the communists who first
revealed the connection between the national question and the
guestion of the colonies} who proved it theoretically and made it
the basis of their practical revolutionary worki" (Marxism and the
“ational and Colonial Ruestion, Intl Fubiy P. 112) 1Is 1t that these
Tatter day "doubting Thomases® want to break us away from this basis
of our revolutionary work? Yes, comrades, this is true because
they represent the dying gasp of the revisionist Fosterite line
of a "nation within a nation" = or 1O put it simply - cultural
nationalism, We are either dealing with people who refuse to read
such elementary Marxist documents as Founcations of Lenpinism or
people who are attempting to throw vlearnea dirt” into the eyes of

the younger comrades Dby asking what appears 1o bg“i%nggenx guestiOné.

As noted above, the question boils down to‘xh;é% ~Is the Foster-
jte. conception of a “"nation within a nation" correct, o is the
Leninist concept of nations as direct colonies, as well as, indirect.
neo-colonies under the dictatorship. of an alien statéwgorrect? k
Foster's “American exceptionalism® concept is cultural nationalism,
pure and simple. Foster's idea is a nation without territory. ILike-=
wise, the concept of an oppressed nation that js not a colony 1is
the identical statement, Can there be a "nation within a nation"?
Nations' have frontiers - territory, How then 1s ig possible to be
within another nation? Therg cannot be multi-national: nations, only, .
multi-national states. States and nations are not the same. '

e can partially excuse the cahuvinism of the naive. 1n a WNC Y Sl
certain sense of the word the ilegro question is quite unique, It
developed and matured within the state poundaries of the UsiA. In .
almost all other cases the—colonies are qupstions.s£—eanquerﬁdépenplas -
peoples annexed to alien states by violence.

Secondly, the theoretieal backwardness of the entire "Left" in
the USNA blocks the -comrades from fully understanding the significance
of the final stage of capitalist development, i.e., modern imperial~
ism. Much of the confusion lies in the incorrect projection that
the Megro Nation is not a colony because industrialization of that

area. is not in contradiction with the interests of the imperialist

raw materials. This statement stinks of the position of hautsky, of

“Imperialism," says Kautsky, "1s a product of highly developed
industrial capitalism. 1% consists in the striving of every indus-
trial capitalist nation to bring under its econtrol and to annex in-
cereasingly big agrarian regions irreéspective of what nations inthabit
those regions.” (Tenin, "Imperialism, the highest stage of Capitalism",
Collected .Jorks, Vol. XiX, Int. Pub., p. 162) Lenin replies, “The
characteristic feature of ‘imperialism is not industrial capital, but .
finance capital.” (ibid.) And further, w,,.if it were chiefly a o
question of the annexation of agrarian countries by industrial capi-
tal, the role of the merchant wauld be predominant.” (Ibides P 163)
Would® these numbskulls dare to say that industrialized Puerto Rico
ign't a colony? Further, Léfmin writes, "There was formerly an econo-
mic distinction between thecolonies and the ruropean peoples - at
least the majority of the latter - the colonies having been drawn )
into commodity exchansae but not into capitalist production. Imperial-
ism changed this. Imperialism.is, among other things, the export of
capital." (Lenin, Collected Works, Vol., XIX, Int. Pub., 1942

~ In plain langua#ge this means that every colony ig being brought
into the sphere of commodity production, into industrialization.,
Lenin quotes from a bourseois econonist, schulze-Gaevernitzs “Europe
will shift the burden of* physical toil - first in agriculture anc
mining, and the more arduous toil in industry - on to the coloured

races, and itself be content with the role of rentier, and in this

b




The Negro National Colo’,dal question - 3 . ‘

way, perhaps, pave the way for the ecconomlc, anc¢ later, the political

emancipation of the coloured races." 1Is this not happening before
our eyes? How can anyone doubt tnat the national and colonial
questions have merged - net simply in their political aspects =

but more fundamentally in their economic aspects.,

e proved in the Negro National Golonial Question that the
Negro people developed as a people prior to the development of the
Negro Nation. e made a clear and scientific analysis of this develop-
ment and its historical implications. e are clear why there is such
a reluctance on the part of most so-called “revolutionaries" to
consider the territorial demands of the Negro pcople and the inevi-
tability of at least temporarily partitioning this country, This
reluctance is based in the fact that no otheroppressed«people were
the direct servants of a very large section of the. apglo~-American
people., Lenin is clear; “"Firstly, what is the mostigmportant, the
fundamental idea contained in our thesis? The distiaction between
oppressed and oppressing nations.* (Lenin, ¢ollegted Viorks, Vol. AIi,
int, Pub., 1942, p. 239) It should be noted that Lenin, spoke of
oppressed nations and oppressing nations - not simplxvclasses. Jt is
the privileges that the Anglo-American nation takes over the Negro
nation that accounts, in good part, far the loss of logic of the
"radicals". Ask any Anglo-American philistine, "Is Northern lreland
a colony of Great Britain? Invariably the answer is “"yes"., Ask any
British philistine, “Is the liegro Natinn a colony?" and the answer
invariably is “yes". But to place the qeustion of horthern Ireland
to the British philistine or the Negro question to the Anglo-American
philistine is to be coneretely shown the effects of impaialist
privileges over subjugated peoples,

Scientifically, there can be no such thing as “pAmeriecan except-
sonalism”. There can be no “"nation within a nation® and there cannot
be an oppressed mation that isn't a coloiy. It should be clear to
all that the purpose of oppression is to facilitate exploitztion. The
liegro Nation is exploited as a nation - that is to say, the natural,
as well as, the human resources., Is not Wall Street industrializing
the South? And please don'ttell us that Wall Street is also industial-
izing Minnesota. We are talking about the export of finanece capital
beyond the national borders, the super exploitation of the toilers in
the oppressed area and the privileges of the people of the oppressor
nation,

Today, most will agree that the term, “The l.egro Peoplcs Libera-
tion movement", is a correct term. Who and what are they trying to
get liberated from? If the ansver is “from finance capital", then we
are united because the export of finance capital is colonialism at
a higher stage.

In thig intense and crucial period, we simply cannot continue to
theoretically struggle with people who will not read books or pre-
sent position papers. Our position is clears let the opposition
present their position. Lenin long ago said, “seven fools can ask
more questions than seventy wise men can answer., "

However, to assist our friends in understanding this question we
submit a partial bibliography:

Lenin: Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
The Socialist Revolution and the Right of mations to Self-
Determination
A Caricature of Marxism
The Discussion cn Self-Determination Summed Up

Stalin: lMarxism and the National Question

Renort on the lNational Questlion

The October Revolution and the Lational Question

Theses ori the Immediate Tasks of the Party 1in Connection with
the National Problem

The National Question Presented

The :ational Question

‘e Proletaricn ilethod of Solvins tae liational ﬁroblem
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The CPUSA, "analyzing' the exact same historical events,'is totdlly unable and
unwilling to understand the change that took place in the Populist mermedc. The
CP sces the fascization of the movement as a quirk. 3esides referringlphé reader
.to the inconsistencies and vacillations of Foster in his characteriza;ions_of
Vatson and Tillman in The Negro National Colonial Question, let us qudte gycouple

of examples of Anna Rochester's “analysis" of the populists:

“Even in‘these carlier years (the 90s), his fellow members of the little

Populist caucus were realizing that Tonm (Watson) was 'difficult,’ but they nev-
er dreamed that fourteen years later he would - still under the populist

banner - demand that Negroes be excluded from political life; that in 1910

he would not only return to the Democratic fold but vork with the Georgia

party machine of bankers and industrialists, while he threw his energies

into poisonous hatred of Megroes, .Catholics and Jevise" (25)

"Jhile the Pcople's Party recognized from several angles the importance of
protecting the Negro vote, as a deaisive factor in the struggle against the
. ~Bourbon Democrats, there is no clear indication that the Populists were
- prepared to make political equality for the Negro people a major issues.
“ White populists in the South seen to have had little understandlng,pﬁ“
racial discrimination as essentially a crime against the democ:at}éyf
#.¢ principles which they professed." (26) o '

T P

. The "difficulty” of certain-individuals, "little understanding of raciaf. .

-~discrimination as cssentially a crime™ on thec part of others ‘- this i$'CRUSA

sanalysis.Oné moret ,

"But the 'ﬁaiéhount,iséue' raised by the Democrats in 1900' was -opposition
to the imperialist. expansion which in 1898 had reached a new stage of
development with the war against Spaine. They overloboked, of course, the
Venezuelan episode of 1895 when a Democrat, President Cleveland, had
stretched the Monroe Doctrine almost to the point of war against Great
Britain, with his assertion that *Today the US is practically sovereign
on this continent, and its fiat is law upon the subjects to which it confines g
its interposition.,' And neither Democrats, Republicans, nor Populists
seemed to grasp the connection between our imperialist advance over sub ject
‘ peoples and the increasing power of monopoly at home. The inner relation-
ship of domestic and foreign policy wvas not yet clcar." (27) (Emphasis ours)

Not imperialism, but the lack of "clarity" on the part of the good imperial-

ists 1s the enemy. This is indecd the philistine's-eye-view’of history. No
wonder the Party, cven:before it became totally corrupt, vas completely unable

to explain anything. - N !
Y r "'",'"';'c ook Kok e e ok e * % % ) :'i:!‘Y'.
Comparing carly USNA pogulisn vith Russian Narodism we can see its reactlonary,
character, itg obscuring of the .class struggle, the nature of "the state and the
need for'"a'strUggle, a desperate struggle of the working people for their own -
emancipation," as Lenin says. Although at the beginhing the populibt movement
had a democratic content, in the course of the enslavement of the Negro Nation

it lost even this progressive aspect and became reactionary not only economi-
cally but politically. R

bl

Today, is there any possibility of populism having a progressive content? No.
First, there is no large class of small producers who are in a 1ife and death
struggle with monopoly capitalism. Most of thedsmall-scqle,produétion that ex- e
ists is gllowed to cxist.by the imperialists for, the sole purpose of providing

them with a reactionary base. The sinall shohkeepéxs, snall‘farmefs‘énd other

petty bourgeois in general stand in opposition to the working class and are¢
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' under ;heir thunb ideologically as well as economically. Therefore the slogans,”
calls, prograns, parties, novements ctc which play on the populist traditions
of the past da not have as their origin a definite class other than:
the bourgeoisice i{tself, and are in this respect phony. Second, and more imports :
ant, the new-style populism-does in fact originate with the bourgeoise and their
flunkeys - the Wallaces, Harrises, McGoverns, etc, and the Communist Party USA.
In no wvay does it represent the spontaneous, democratic upsurge of the masses.
On the contrary, it represents the conscious opposition by the imperfalists to
the spontancous movement of the wvorking class, instinctively revolutionary but
not yet fully conscious itself.The imperialists allow the McGoverns and Wallaces
to speak out demagogically against both "the rich" and the communists. Under the
pretext of fighting both the Vallaces and McGoverns develop a movement to kill
off or buy off the real revolutionary leaders of the working class while leaving
the imperialists and their state intact, weakening the class further and pre-
paring the groundwork for the coming to power of open fascism,

At thié bOint ve must ask the question, What is the material base for this newtype
phony populism in the USNA? Generally speaking, the objeétive rcason for the
imperialists® past ability to dull and cover up the class contradictions within
“the USNA has been the enslavement of the colonial and semizcolonial world and the
bribery of the vorking class (not to mention other strata) on the basis:of -the
superprofits from the colonies. Everyone, no'matter who he is and how littie

he has, is bribed both materially and qocially over the colonial peoples outside
 the USNA. in general and the Anglo-American nation in particular. For the:twotkets
(mainly Anglo) and people in general with easy, highly bribed jobs, the:present
economic crisis has made them uptight and wanting to get back the full bribe which
they have begun to loses Objectively the bribe is largely responsible for the

low gencral level of class consciousness of the USNA working class's Subjectivaly,
of course, the CPUSA's treachery has helped the imperialists keep ‘the vorking
class movement on a low level.

iid f o A phony populidt movement can flourish in‘a period in which class distinctions

are not immediately clear and when the leading role of the proletariat has not
yet been established in practice. At such a time it is eauy for the imperialists
to invent theories about "the people® who coriprise quite ‘different strata of the.d

|
! population but who are- treated as a homogeneous grouping led by the petty-bourgeois
!y flunkeys-of the imperidlists, the poiiticians, and 80:on. .

The make-up or class base of the populist movement is sections of the petty
bourgeoisie and a section of the most bribed workers., It is made to look like a
3 "middle-¢lass" movement. "But fascism is also often presented.as a middle-class
-movement.in the sense of an’ ndegendont movement of the middle-class, as a -

I 'third party' independent of capital and labor, in opposition to both the

organized working class and large- scale capltal." (For example, the constant
i comp}aining heard about "big business and big labor,"etcs) "The fascist:

f dictatorship is accordingly preqented as a 'conquest of power® by: the,middle
class in oppositlon to both the organized vorkinp class and to the prevtons :
domination of finance capltal." (28) SPE & R CTREY o

Thé history of phony populism iin Europe and now here in the USNA makes it clear
b that the middle class or petty bourgeoisie cannot be independent but must serve
’ elther finance capital or the proletariat,

"The impoverished and despératé'middle class is driven from its former i
philistine slumbers into political activity. But this political activity
takes on a hew charactere Whereas the Bernsteinian dreams has seen in the
middle class a stabilizing and harmonizing factor in the social structure,
| wedddd to liberalism and social reform, and smoothing over the antagonism
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< CPUSA create confusion theorctically on the role of the proletariat in the

- what is,more'popularly called racism (}!), serves the very opposite of the

3

-workers, This line keeps the working class divided beéauqq it ien't the "racism"
of the Anglo workers that keeps the class divided (although white chauvinisn

. for this bribe, as we stated earlier, is the opprec~ion of tlie colonies' by

struggle against the bourgeoisie as a whole, and leaves the class ideotogically

is, how it helps undernine the unity of the working class during this period of

of‘claSScs, the new dispossessed and ruined niddle-ciass elerants break

out as an extremely unstable, violent force potentirily revolutionary ory
alternately, ultra-rcactionary, without clear social bapis or consciousness,
put recklessly seeking any line of immediate action, which may offer hope

of immediate relief (relief from debts, state aid to small businesses,
smashing the large stores, etc), or the prospect of jobs (the new bureau-
cracy, mercenary fighting forces, displaccment of Jevs (Note: or Negroes -
and .other national ‘minorities in the USNA). war. o

s (o vhat-direction, however, can thesc middle-class elements turns their
political activity? They can in practice only line up in the service of

‘either finance capital or of the proletariat. The myth of their 'independ-
ent' role, of the 'third party,' is still ondeavored to be hung before theme” (29)

And what is the role of the "left" (viz the CPUSA and other so-called working.
class leaders) in maintaining populist delusions, and how do these populist
delusions aid the imperialists in creating social-chauvinism? 1ot only does the,

social revolution, but its theoretical deviations anrl revisionisnm in general:::
lecads directly to ideological confusion in the working class. For example, -+
because of their political opportunism, the CPUSA pushes the line that' the
national minority workers arc not part of the working class. (*"The workers,; .
with such allies as the small farmers, urban middle strata, intellectudls and
the specially oppressed minoritiese.."” (30) (Emphasis added) Or, "The fight
against racism is thus basic to the class struggle in the US. Chauvintsmy; or

interests of the working class and the Black people.” (31) (Emphacis added))
Notice also that the middle-class is treated not as having a dual nature, but:
as an ally of the wvorking class without qualification. The CPUSA line says
that the national minority workers are different, that they play an external
role in the class struggle. Hence the CPUSA calls for a '"pcople's movement' -
orrpopulist movement - which will include this oppresséd sector the population
against monopoly. The result is division of . the working class along national .
lines. Thus the populist line diverts the workine class as a whole away: from

and organizationally confused.

We should herc mention perhaps the most important way that the CPUSA actually
alds the imperialist bourgcoisie in creating the conditions for fasclsm, that

groving populism, It is their pushing of the line of “racism," In the USNA today
this line mcans that it is not the imperialist bourgeoisie that oppresses the
colonies and particularly the national minorities, but the "iracisn" of ‘the Anglo

re-enforces tbe division), but the material and social bribe that thé Anglo-
American workers rcceive over the oppressed nations (ilepio Maticn in 'partic-
ular) and the national minorities from the oppressed nationsa And the basis

imperialism ltsclf. .

The reason for the incorrect Tine of “racism' hold by the: CPUSA (among other
rcasons - ie, the wishes of the State.Department) ic rooted in the CPUSA's
failure'to dispingulsh betwieen the Negro people which was developed as a people
prior to the Civil Wér, and the Negro .national movement waich deveioped only T
after the defeat of reeonstruction.'” (32) It is this failure to sce the national
ongresgion of the Hegro and other peoples that allows for the CPUSA to push

the linethat it is the color or "race" of a people that deternines their being

- 67 -

140 WY et e ket S R i g ——




oppressed by another "race.'" By virtue of the anarcho-syndicalist nature of the
movement which develops fron this imperialist line the Negro, Puerto Rican,
Mexican and other national minorities are brought into thepopulist movement,

but without ever gaining unity vith the rest of the working class. No matter

how many demands, prograns etc are raised and no matter how manyvare‘fulfilled
no link is ever made between the national minority workers and the most dovin-
trodden Anglo workers. (The CPUSA makes sure of this by putting forth such
outright fascist slogans as "Black power to Black people, Brown pover to Brown
people, White power to ihite pcople," ctc etc ad nauseum). On the other hand the
middle class or petty bourgeoisie and the most bribed workers (particularly
Anglo), discontented vith the partial losing of their bribe, are utilized by
phe imperialists in the populist movement under the guise of fighting thq.rich,of
qntlumonppoly. Again the CPUSA is irstrunental in this. Vhen bribed workers

not only get back what they lost but get more (for example, in the recentg Vest
Coast ;longshore strike - sce People's Tribune, volume &, number 2), the CPUSA
hails the increased bribe as a victory for‘the working class. The "victorious"
worker then says to himself, or is told by the imperialists, "Tece, you got ite
Why can't they (the most exploited and oppressed, the -unemployed, etc) get 1t?
It's. because they're lazy, stupid, they can't fight, etc.” Through increasing
divisions in the yiorking class the imperialists are trying to give’ themselves
the necessary social base for the open taking of power by the fascists and the
driving down of the national minorities in particular but also the whole, or -
aliost the whole of the working class. : ' o

- L'»):\,.w
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The imperialists push the line of vracism" among the more bribed Anglo workers
to prove the "superiority" of the Anglo workers and.reinforce the wholinﬁperl-
alist system. They push the line of "raolsm' on the national miporities to keep i
them divided from their Anglo counterparts. The CPUSA pushes 'racism" to corrupt H
the revolutionary leadership of the'pfoletariatfand_the rovoluthnary-miﬁded
4 petty hourgeois. The result {s the undermining of the unity of the clags and
Ll the laying of conditions (under 'progressive" populist slogans) for the fascist
dictatorship. The CPUSA's revisionism has caused-great: confusion among the
revolutionary-ninded radicals on the Left'and even ameng the advanced vprkers_
who have risen up spontancously. Uishy-washy 1deas about. getting the "rich,!
fighting the "ultra-Rights," kicking “monopoly," all: have come from the CPUSA., ]
distortion of the class struggle, In the absence of a revolutionary parqf.tﬁgi
) class will continue to flounder because they are bombarded every waking mjnutg
by bourgeois propaganda that re-cnforces the confusion and pushes fascisma

The CPUSA scys that the present problenm in society is»that;oﬁ,monopoliéé hnd:“
that once we get rid of them everything will be OKs Low Joes . this differ frdm;
Bt the line of the original populists? It doesn't except that the CPUSA puShes'tﬁe
populist line under the cover of Marxism and of representing.ﬁhe working class.
s They refuse to expose imperialism as a system and to show, that the progress of
mankind and the building of a new society depends on the overthrow of the entire
capiga}}st,class and the smashing of their state, They refuse to show that
the‘ﬂestructlon of the dictatorship of the bourgeolsie can only be accomplished
M by its opposite, the dictacorship of the proletariat, The populism of the CPUSA
! 1) is clearly characterized by lenin as followss = (-0 .F

= ) F

“The difference between Narodism and Marxism lies gpollylléAggg character °

{i . of their criticisn of Russian capitalism. The Narodnik thinks that to

' criticize capitalism it is sufficient to indicate the .existence of exploit-
‘ - ation, the interaction between “exploitation and politics, etce The Marxist
ol " thinks it nccessary to explain and also to link together the phenomcna

Lo Of exploitation as a systen of certain relations of..production, as a special
‘““*fj*sociglqeconomic'formation, the laws of the functioning and development of
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which have to be studicd objectively. The Narodnik thinks it sufficient, in
w.. eriticizinz capitalism, to condemn it from the angle of his ideas, from the
. “ﬂnﬁlu of 'modern science and modern social ideas.,' The Marxist thinks it
"necessary to trace in detail the classes ‘that are formed in capitalist
society, he considers valid only criticisn that {s based on the precise
viewpoint of a definite class, criticism that is based on the precise
fornulation of the social process actually taking place and not on the
ethical ,judgement of thc 'individual.'" (33)

The phony populism the CPUSA pushes is connected with their anarcho-syndicalism.
Present-day anarcho-syndicalism says that the oppressed should throw off their
immediate oppressors without regard to or in consideration of the nature of
the whole capitalist system and its state. For cxample men should be overthrovn
by women, bosses by workers, whites by blacks, etc. This theory, like the theory
of "racism," objectively helps keep the working class divided and under the
leadership of the bourgeoisie, both big and petty., "Although the theoretical
and political projections of the movement are syndicalist, the concrete appli-
cations transform it into its opposite - with which it is completely united.
In practice, syndicalism (which comes from the left) is expressed as modern
populism (which comes from the ripght). The rcason for this is that both of these
bourgecois outlooks disregard the basic social motion, which is the. class ..
struggle.” (34) "It would scem that the most casual examination would show
that the emancipation of any exploited class or group is impossible ‘without the
overthrow, of the system that exploits, More yet, it is clearly sceen that the
proletariat cannot cmancipate itself without emancipating every oppressed class
and group within the coﬁntry. Therefore, it would seem that every oppresseéd
~grouping, every exploited class, fights first of all for the unity of the
‘proletariat. That is the overriding condition for its own emancipation." (35)
To combat the Pyndicali,t fotion of the present movement, a genuine communist
party will show economically why capitalism came about, where it's going and why
the proletariat, and it alone, will free all of society. Does the CPUSA do this?
Hell no, They mumble their counter-revolutionary slimy populist position‘about
monopoly being the reason -'not the capitalist mode of production - for the op-
. pres sion’ of vtudento, farmero, workers, Negroes, etc, and that all we need to
_do is join together and fight to reform the system with "people's pover,'” Not
the dictatorship of the proletariat crushing the dictatorship-of the imperialist
bourgeoisie, but "people s pover" modifying “monopoly's potier." How vile a~
betrayal of Leninisim, and what a faithful rendition of the-populist line of the
1880s! And what a neaky way of unitiny cyndicahsm and populism,

Is it any wonder that, given the long-time hepemony of the CPUSA in the workinp
. CIa s movenent, the worklng class is confused and backward? Every time it rises
up- spontancously the revisionist hyenas of the CPUSA and groups influenced by
it descend to kill the fightback. "From the beginning the Cormunist League
recognized that the root of every anti-working class deviation in the left was
the counter-revolutionary revisionism of the CPUSA." (36) And we should not
expect that these attacks will lessen - they will increase - as the working
class. movement, under correct communi t leadership, becomes more conscious of
its needs and aims. The CPUSA will use the various syndicalist, populist groupings
it has fathered against the working class and its communist leadership, and will
try to destroy us, Let then try. Theoretxcally strong and ideologically ready,
we are becoming and will continue to become more than a match for the CPUSA and
its lackeys. A real conmuniut party will be built and consolidated on the basis
of deutroying the CPUSA, anr! the working class will at last have the leadership
it deserve i
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SUMMATION

fn the USNA'at the prosent.time in history any talk about "a people's movément"

i{s foolishness, and reference to."the people” is an {1lusion. Talk like this comes
from the petty bourgeoisie.and is the expression of their fightback.against dis-
integration. Marx says, : .

wThe democrat, because he represengg.the petty bourgeoisie, that is-a.
transition class, in wvhich the interests of two classes are simultaneously
.- .. mutually blunted, imagines himself to be clevated above class antagonism
:},generallya:The‘democrats concede - that a privileged class confronts them,
but they, along vith all the rest of the nation,  forn the pegples Wihat they
. »rrepresent is the people's rights. What interests them is the people's
v Adintercestses Accordingly..,they do not need to examine the 1nteres%s.and : :
positions of the different classes. They do not nced to weigh their: oun A
| resources too»criticallyo,." (37) ST 1

Sy G R ae S * g : TR
Today the movement of vthe people" is mainly a movement of the petty'bourgeolsle 8
and the bribed workers who have been 1iving off the bribe of the 1mpe:iali$t !
_oppression and exploitation of the colonies. The people's movement,aims aty ...
pegaining the full- bribe which is being lost. And the only wayitha;Ltha;bribe
can be regained is by the further subjugation of the colonies and tbet;im@qe.u
bruta1<oppression.("lf fascism is allowed to develop in the US it will be ten:
times more ruthless than Germal nazism. The German fascists needed fascism in
order to leunch -thelr wars of aggression - the US capitalists need faseisn in.
order to -gontinue;their wars of aggress}on."_(38) Uithin the Anglo-American
- nation this cgncpetely means a deepening of the‘fasmist,.white chauvin}g;tiQ:
L tacks apgainst- the national minorities.-Externally, this means organ}zihg:strata
i of the working class (including the consolidation of the most exploited and
11 oppressed, the: most helpless, into mercenary armies, etc) around a progran of
U .wars - of aggression-and cpunter-revolution against the peoples of the wd;ld.”
o - wpFascism, in short, is a movement of: mixed elements, predominan;1y~pettynbourgOOiS.
% but .also slum proletariat and the demoralized working,class,;financed:apd.1-
directeduby»financevcapital, by the big industries, landlords and financiers,
to defeat the working clasg.and smash thp-working_class organizations.f"(39)ﬁf'
1 Is modern-day phony populism an aspect of- this push toward'fascism?,we Chinkzve've
; shown that it is. Just as the rising imperialists turned the orlginally.democratlc
% populist movement, -around 'in order ‘to enslave the Negro Mation in the 1880s and
i 90s,. so the present-day imperialists. are rcsurreccing-pOpulist demnagogy in .order
} to drive the MNegro people back: :into slavery, attack the Puerto Rican people, the
,ﬁ Mexican national minority, the poor Anglo-American workers, and drive towvard
{
!

*if fascism and new imperialist warse. There should be no talk on our part ahout

a new, spontaneous,,honest populist,movement - the phqnytpopulisn of the present
day vas originated, bou: ght and paid for by the big-inperialists whose handmaiden
: is the: CPUSA. Populisn is reactionarye. At best it is: naive uCOpianism..Aq vorst
':}i it is blatant demagogy - and a cloak for fascisme. » : T

e How do we fight {t?. First, we must struggle for theoretical clarity - ve must

Ll mercilessly expose the petty-bourgeois dolusions and uncover the underlying

) ...-:class contradictions which are pushing history forward. e must expose the
populls:.philosophy»and oppose It with historical materialiém. :

]
M o TR e i . ) : .
il ‘¢ "The objeetivist speaks of the necessity of a given~hlstorlca1 process
BN .i-. the materialist gives an exact picture of the given soclal-ecoqomic,format-
,i-ipn and, of the antagonistic relations to which it gives rise. Hhen:demon—
strating the necessity for a given series of facts, the objectivist always
runs the risk of beconing an apologist for those facts; the materialist

i
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discloses the class contradictions and in so doing defines his standpoint.
The objectivist speaks of 'insurmountable historical tendencies;' the
materialist speaks of the class which ‘'directs' the given eccnomic systen,
glving rise to such and such forms of counteraction by other classes. Thus,
on the one hand, the materialist is more consistent than the objectivist,
and gives profounder and fuller effect to his objectivism. He does not
limit himself to speaking of the necessity of a process, but ascertains
exactly what social-economic formation gives the process its content,
exactly what class determincs this necessitye." (40)

Phony populism is here, as in Russia, a real soclal force "inasmuch as it de-’
fends general bourgeois interests.” (41) For “"...the distinctive and basic feature
of the petty bourgeoisie is to battle against bourgeoisdom with the instru-

ments of bourgeois society itself." (42)

Specifically, we must expose the CPUSA's role of allying with the bourgeois e
liberals to spawn populist delusions and disarm the working class and leave it
.open for fascist onslaughts Lenin especially puts down the CPUSA's 1line on "
leaving capitalism intact and only fighting monopoly - little business against
the big - poor against rich. "...To leave the capitalist ‘'school® with its
bloodsuckers in complete immunity and to want to eliminate its capitalist
rproducts by means of liberal half-measures is to be a true 'friqhd of the
peoplel ' (43) N | - B

Let us sun up the connection between fascism and the CPUSA's now populist, now
social-democratic policies,

"Fascism bases itself primarily, for its social basis, on the miscellaneous
petty-bourgeois strata, the peasantry, the declassed elements and backward
workers. Soclal-democracy bases itself on the upper strata of the industrial
viorkerss The bourgeoisic builds its rule on the support of both, bringing

d " now one, now the other, ‘to the forefront, and utilizing both for its
. support. Fascisin can never become the main basis of the bourgeoisie in the
same scnse-as social democracy (although it may become its main and sole
governmental instrument when the crisis requires the coercion of all the
workers, and the hold of social democracy is in danger of weakening), because
fascism never wins the main body of the industrial workers with traditions
of organization - the sole power that can overthrow capitalism, Here the
role of social democracy remains of decisive importance, even after the
-establishment of the fascist dictatorship.' (44) '

The role of the CPUSA as a populist and social-democratic organization is to

ideologically .prepare the way for fascism and to carry its ideology 1nt9jth
sphere of organizational principles (syndicalism, anti-monopoly coalition, ete),

"Social democracy thus prepared the vay ideologically for fascismj first,
by the abandonment or corruption of lMarxism; second, by the denial of inter-

" nationalism and attaching of the workers to the service of ‘their own®

" imperialist state; third by the war on communism and the proletarian

~ revolution; fourth, by the distortion of 'socialism' or the use of vaguely
'socialist' phrases ('the new social order,' °‘the commonwealth,' 'industry
as a public service,' cetc) to cover monopoly capitalism; fifth, by the '
advocacy of class-collaboration and the unification of the working class
organizations with the capitalist state. All this provides the ideological
basis aned groundwork for fascism, which represents the final stage of the
policy of the complete absorption of the working class, bound hand and foot,
into capi talism and the capitalist state. The whole propaganda and line of
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social democracy confused, weakened and. battered down the class conscious
sociallst outlook of those vorkers who were under its influence, prevented
the spread of revolUgiohary Marxist understanding, fostered semi-fascist
conceptions of nationalism, imperialism and class collaboration, and thus
. left the masses an easy prey to fascisme' (45) '
Historically in Gernmany and Italy fascism came to power wheh the capitalist
institutions broke down and the working class was ready for a revolutionary change,
but; wvas without leadership and hemmed in by populist-talking reformist leaderships
putt talks about this stagc of the movement and consolidation of a fascist
dictatorship: "That stage arises vhen the breakdown of the old capitalist:
institutions and the advance of the working class movement has reached a‘‘point
at which the working class thould advance to the seizure of power, but when the
working' class 1§ held in by reformist leaderships:' (46)

The CPUSA distorts what a state ise They believe (or rathef, pretend'to'belleve)
that we live In a democracy, vhich has been partially usurped by monopoly but
whichican be:"re¢captured” (Anna Rochester) if 'the people" try. Lenin sayss:

- "Being hostile to capitalism, the small producers congtitute a transitory

" «lass that is closely connected with the bourgeolsie and for that reason
is incapable of understanding that the large-scale capitalism it dislikes
is not fortuitous, but is a direct product of the entire contemporary
eccononic (and social, and political, and judicial) system arising out of the
struggle of mutually opposite social forcese. Onlly inability to underSténd
this can lead to such absolute stupidity as that of appealing to the "state'
as though the political system is not rooted in the economic, does not
express it, does not serve it." 7)

v+ ",;4sThe Narodniks reveal their petty-bourgeois nature once and for allj;
. their insistence on paltry, middle-class reforms, arising out-of their
- absolute inability to understand the class struggle, places them on the side
of the liberals against those who take the side of the 'antipode' (Wotes
the proletariat in this case), seeing it as the only creator, so to speak,
' of the good things in question.” (48) ST

R

.- The only difference between the CPUSA and the Narodniks on this question is that
the CPUSA consciously covers up the class struggle with struggle for paltry re-
forms - "Frec our beautiful sister Angela,’ black sheriffs, community control of
the police, revicw boards so “jllepals" can be deported democratically, etc. Again,

< Lenin nails them to the wall: ’

", .eThe basic characteristic feature of Nnrodism - the capacity for 5f'
compromise.” (49) '

= R

\le believe that the growth of the CPUSA in this country will come simultan-

equsly with the growth of the populist movemente And vice versa, the overconing,
_.the smashing and death of the revisionist cPUSA (politically and ideologically

as well as'orgdnizatjonally) will come about with the trans formation 'of ‘the work-

ing class's cdnsciousness from social or populist consciousness to class

consciousness. The more educated and experienced the working class becomes the

more exposed the CPUSA's treachery will becomes The more the populist movement

is exposed as reactionary, the more exposed will be the CPUSA. e -

ol i g

It is our dity, the duty of the class conscious communists, to take the struggle

against populism to the masses by fighting with them to raise their consciousnesSe
It is our duty to give the class an understanding of its long-range, international

interests, "As the capitalists intensify the exploitation here at home, the
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workers are going to fight back. That fightback today, has to take the form of
social consciousness - of a populist sort of strorgles The reason for this is
that the workers cannot develop clacs censciouwcness by themselves. They have to
be taught this form of consciousnecs, This is tr~ tack and role of the cormunist
parties.” (50) Therefore, we need to build a communist party to bring class
consciousness to the masses; and with it we need to build a class conscious mass
struggle.

The opposition to a phony popufist movement is a revolutionary mass struggle led
by the conscious vanguard, a Leninist comaunist party. The revolutionary mass
struggle need not be -socialist or communist, but it must be anti-fascist and pro-
communiste. Such a Hovement, involving all-of the discontented -population and

led by the proletariat and its party cannot have fighting rmonopoly as its goals
1t must clearly fight to overthrow the whole capitalist system. 1t-must fight.
for any reforms and changes which will benefit the revolutionary population,

but it iust,never sacrifice the long-range interests of the masses, proletarian
internationalism, It must recognize the leading role-of the proletariat and be-
in favor of the proletariat scizing powers :

This mass struggle will not try to retard the development of society and drive
it back to "the good old days''- vhen there was moere bribery. On the contrary,
it will speed up the process of the development of the class struggle. '

", . e0ur Naradniks are incapable of understanding how one can fight capitalism
by speeding up its development, and rot- by ‘holding it up,' not by pulling

it back, but by pushing it forward, not in reartionary, but in progressive
fashion." (51) | Sl

Biigfruggiingﬁﬁﬁdﬁﬁ'the nasses we will develop a class struggle that goes far

beyond populisms “Cne must not hide but expose - one mus t ‘not dream that Uit
would be better without struggle, ' but must develop the stability, cantinuity,
consistency, and chiefly, ideological nature of the struggle," (52) This is Kow
communists fight in the mass movemonti : R : SR

i s .
The working class as a whole canpot be diverted from phony populisn and a fascist

onsliaught unless there is a militant Marxist-Leninist communist party to lead
the way. Since there isn't yet such 2 communist perty we must build one. Ye
must see the building of it as the pragtical colution to the problem of the
ideological and polttical and practical disorganization of the working. classe.

‘The ‘struggle against fascisin and its populist demagogy can be resolved in

practice only by the organization that a class party can provide - one that fights
for the dictatorship of the proletariat all the waye

We will build a party that fights for the indenenderce of the.Negro:Nation,
Puerto Rico and regional auvtonony for the Southwect - that is, for -true equality
in the working class. Ue will oppose the widespraoad populist-syndicalist line
that says that everyone shou'd do their oun thing against smonopoly*-with a clear
Marxist-Leninist line on what the elass poeds now £3d ¥aat it vill nced in the
future, : ‘ :

FIGHT FOR CLASS CONSCIOUCNTZS IN THE WORKING CLASS
MOVELFENT! o ‘ :

BUILD A CLASS [ "RTY! _ : e
Ge Do
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