OnN PRACTICE MAO TSE TUN.

Describe the process of development of knowledge.

How are each different.

How do the different forms of knowledge become linked up. (Give an
example of the process).

Describe the process in the development of the cons¢iousness of .the
proletariat.

"Thy is it incorrect when revisionists say that ''arxism doesn‘t apply
today in the stage of world-wide immerialism?

"That is the difference between the dogmatist, empnericist, rationalist
school and the 'larxist view on Practice and Knowledge?

“That is the !‘aterialism of the theory of knowledge and the dialectics
of the theory of knowledge.

Describe the active function of knowledge and Lenin's statement:
"Practice is a reflection of objective reality." 'hy is dialectical
materialism universally true? Is the movement of knowledge ever
completed?

How does incorrectly applying dialectics lead to right opportunism aor
left phrase-mongering?




O _CONTRADICTION MAO TSE TUNG OQUESTIONS FOR STULY

Chapter 1

1. What are the two world outlooks? Uhat are the most basic features of each as
outlined in the first chapter of On _Contradiction?

2. Uhat is the fundamental cause of the development of a thing and what are the
secondary causes?

3. What are the internal conditions of society that cause its development and
change? s -

4. Give an original example of "eseexternal causes are the condition of change
and internal causes are the basis of change and... external causes become
operative through internal causes."

Chapter 11
Se Explain "It is precisely in theiparticularfty of contradiction that the un=-
iversality of contradiction resides.”" Give an original example.

6e wWhat is the twofold meaning of the universality or absoluteness of contradiction?

7.Explain "Objective contradictions are reflected in subjective thinkinge"

8+ How does the following quote from Mao relate to the Deborin school mentioned in
the book?: "..seach and every difference already contain contradiction and
difference itself is contradiction.

9, What is the one thing fao calls universal and absolute? Why?

Chanter III

10, How do we knoWw the universality of contradiction exists? How does the relation-
ship betwcan particularity of contradiction and universality of cortmdiction de=
termine the proper(revolutionary) methods of study and work?

11. What is the difference between the principle contradiction and the principle
aspsct of a contradiction 7 How are they related?

12. ilhat are the specific component parts of "understanding each aspect of a
contradiction?"

13. What are the respective meanings of '"subjective", "onesided" and superficial"
as outlined in On Contradiction?

14. wWhat is the fundamental contradiction ? What is the difference between it
and the principle contradiction? ? How can the fundamental contradiction
remain the same through different.stages while the principle contradiction
changes? uhat are concrete examples of this?

15. Explain "All individual character exists conditionally and temporarily and
hence is relative,”




page 2
fhspter IV,

16+ How co we determine which of the contradictions in a given process is the
principle contradiction?

17. Whet is the rule about the development of contradictory aspects of a
contradiction? What conclusion can we draw from this about whether we
should treat the two aspects of a contradiction as equal?

18+ What is the relationship between base and superstructure? What is the
approach of a mechanical materialist to this question? What is the approach
of a MarxistelLennist?

Chaepter V

19¢ What is the twofold meaning of identity as defined in On _Contradiction?

20, Why doss Mao say that ",.,the unity of opposites is conditional, temporary

cnd relative, while the struggle of mutually exclusive opposites is absolute.”

Chapter VI ] :
21. What is the pl%gp of anbtagonism in contradiction?
Ltontep ViIX

22. Review and summerize the main points made in On Contradiction and

briefly state several examples of how these might apply in our theoretical,
political and ideological work.

L 2 2 L

“When you have investigated the problem thoroughly, you will know how to
colve ite"

Mao Tse Tung
"Oppose Book Worship" 1930

$




LENINISM CLASS 13 - HISTORY UF_THE CPSU_(B) CHAPTER 5

Te

2.

3.

4,

Se

What were the tactics of the Bolsheviks in the period of thF Lena
strike? The Mensheviks? Can we compare this to the Leagues tactics
as opposed to the EBPUSA in the labor movement? The Chicano moratorium?

Pravda played an exceptionally important role in the period of 1912-14,
Who did Pravda aim to reach? How did Prawda reach the workers? How
did it help the Bolshevik Party? What lessons, long and short range
can we draw from Pravdas work in relation to dur publication the
People's Tribune?

Why did the tolshiks participate in the Dumas of this period(1912-14)7
what were their tactics? Compare the lienshevik tactics then and the CPUSA
election tactics now? (The lesser of two evils)

How did Pravda aid in building both legal forms of agitation and illegal
revolutionary activities? Why is it necessary for the CL to prepare for
legal and illegal work? How can the CL carry out the principles of the
Bolsheviks in its legal and illegal work?

In the last chapter we discussed how two opportunist trends- the Liquidators
(anti-illegal work) and the Otzovists(anti ~legal work) joined forces
to oppose the Golsheviks What happened to the August Bloc? UWhy?




HISTORY OF THE CPSU(B) CHAPTER 6

Describe the imperialist nature of World War I. How did the
bourgeolsie deceive thg proletariat about the war and what
arguments do. the bourgeelsie use today té decelve the prolet-
arlat dbout the Viet nam war or the war in the Middie Zast?
What was Russias relationship to the other imperialist countries
and why was she forced to enter the war? .

During the  period of W.W. I what role did the opportunistic
parties of the 2nd Internatisnal play . .in relation to the bour-
geolsie 'and the proletariat? How did the Bolshevik party prove
1ts true proletarian internationalism during this war?

What are some differences between the imperialist nature of
World war I and the lmperialist war in S.E. asla? What effects
do these differences have on the role of the proletariat then
and now? :

What caused the downfall of the 2nd International and how does
the conclliatory policy towards opportunism turn into social
chauvinism? How did the centrists under the leadership of
Trotsky and Kautsky become social chuvinists themselves?

What tactics did the Imperiallst‘bourgéoiéie use to get sections
of the worklng class to support them? Discuss this in relation
to the tactics used by the bourgeoisie today.

What basic reasons did Lenin put forward to show that soclalism
is possible in one country? How does this theory ald the revol-
utlonary struggle of the proletariat?

Why was the March 1917 revolution a "bourgeois-democratic"
revolution? What did the different classes want from the re-
volution? Why didn't the bourgeoisie want the revolution car-
ried to its conclusion - Why did the prolebdariats want the revol-
utlion carried to its conclusion? What did the peaseantry want
from the revolution?



INMPERIALISM
READING (IATERIAL: Imperialism by V.I. Lenin

FIRST CLASS CHAPTERS 1-5 =~~~

CHAPTER I

1. What effect did the development of mononolles have on canltallsm.

How does this lay the basis for socialism;

2. Yhat is the relationship between the process of monopolization and
crisis,

CHAPTER II

1. What is the new role of the banks under imperialism? How is it
different from the way they operated before.

CHAPTER III

1. What is finance capital - how does it develop.

2, Describe some of the different techniques used to centrallze control
over 1ndustry, and give some current examples.

3. During perlods of deore551on, how and why‘are the petite-bourgeoisie
put out of business. Give current examples.

CHAPTER 1V

l._Why is uneven development and a semi- starvatlon level of nations
inevitable under the conditons of capitalism? 'How are these conditions
affected by the export of capltal. Use Brazil as a current day example.
Lenin talks about the ways ca01ta1 is exported. Give sevemal examples
showing how the U.S. imperialist export capital.

CHAPTER V

1. Describe the dialectic of struggle and unity among the different
imperialist groups. Give present day examples.

2, Thy is it absurd to argue (as the rev151onlsts do with their theory of
ultra-imperialism) that the imperialists powers can reach an agreement and
and avoid war. ;

SECOND CLASS CHAPTERS 6-10

CHAPTER VI '

1. Yhat is the difference between the colonial policy of pre-monopoly
capitalism and that of finance capital.

How does the total division of the world among the imperialist countries
effect the contradiction between the imperialist countries? - between
the imperialist countres and the colonial nations?

"hy is the struggle for raw materials and colonies so much more intense
amongst the imperialist today?

CHAPTER VII

1. How is the development of imperialism a dialetical process?

2. How does Kautsky's incorrect definition of imperialism lead to bourgeois
reformism, Relate to the revisionist line on imperialism today.

CHAPTER VIII

1. "hy is there a tendency to stagnation under imperialism - or for example
what are the real reasons CG!1 says it would be impossible to have a
smog free engine by 1975.

Explain how the economic basis of imperialism is responsible for para-
sitism,

How does imperialism give strength to opportunism to crette ¢ivision
among the masses?




Imperialism class #2 continued

CHAPTER IX ¥ iy o ‘ .

1. Explain how bourgeois scholars defended imperialism in Lenins t;me.
How is imperialism defended today by the bourge0151e°

CHAPTER X i

1. Discuss each of the four principal forms of monopoly as they are

_,manlfested today. Give examples. :

2., What are some ways that monopoly capital has intensified all the
contradictions of capitalism? , f

3. Why is the fight between imperialism and revisionismwinseparable?'

WAR AND PEACE

READING HATERIAL WAR AND PEACE - Chlnese phamplet V.I. Lenin

Art1CIe I.. SOCIALIS!M: AND. WAR

CHAPTER T SR

1. What is the difference in attitudes between Marxist Leninists and )
social chauvinists and social pacifists toward war and peace? What
kind of war do we support? 'Discuss this in relation to the peace
movement today. L Rl il 5 o '

CHAPTER II o - e A

1. In Russia why was it only the working class that wasn't affected by
social chauvinism? ‘

2. How did imperialism change the nature of opportunism? How is this
mainifested today? - : - o

CHAPTERS III AND IV,

5 9% What were the three trends of the: soc1allst movement that were
" shown up dlstlnctly in Germany during I ~ What three. trends and/.
or political groups correspond best to these groups today. ,

2. How did the Bolsheviks correctly appraise the policy of the liquid-~
ators? Can we see this ° same opportunist movement in the U.S. today
If so, in what way? . SRS | o

. 3. 'hat are the main lessons the RSDLP learned from their experience in

' WWI? O e S '

ARTICLE II THE WAR PROGRAM OF THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

1. What did ;Engels mean when he said that Socialism must wage 'defensive

" "wars'? Why is it important today? g

2. How and why does imperialism foster militarism? What is militaris!,

3. How is the question of disarmament used by the bourge0151e to

. deceive. the proletariat? ¢ ‘

‘ARTICLE III .BOURGEOQOIS PACIFISIM AND SOCIALIST PACIFISHM -

1. How do the CPUSA and other opportunists aid the 1mper1allsts by
pushing pacifism and reformisr



10.

State and Revolution

What does 1t mean when Engles says "The state is a power which arises
out of socliety, places itself above it yet it is not a power forced
on society from without?

How do the opportunists distort the Marxist defination of the state.
(Kautsky then- CPUSA now)

What is the public power (force) that Engles refers to in his defination
in Section one, chapter one. What importance does it play under im-
perialism?

How does the proletariat use the state under socialism?

Why can the overthrow of bourgeois rule be accomplished only with
the proletariat as the vanguard?

In what way was the Parls Commune unique in the history of the prolet-
arian struggle?

What were the main reasons for the defeat of the Paris Commune? Why

1s the smashing and destruction of the bureacratic military state mach-
ine the priliminary condition for the working class revolution?

How do Marx and ®ngles refute the anarchists position on the state?

What's the difference between the Marxist-Leninists line and the opport-
line on the withering away of the state?

‘Ihat 1s the relationship of bourgeois democracy and proletarian dictat--

atecrship.

N %

12.

Why will full proletarisn &emocracy @iinally lead to the abolition of de-
mocracy,

How does evavisness on the question of the state lead to opportunism?
Relate this to the communist party USA.




POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASS # 1

READING MATERIAL - WAGE LABOUR AND CAPITAL -- MARX (ALL)
QUESTIONS: (ANSWER IN WRITTEN FORM)

1..What are wages?

2..By what is the price of a commodity determined?

3. By what are wages determined?

4 . Describe the nature and growth of capital?

5. . What is the relation of wage-labor to capital?

6. What is the general law that determines the rise and fall ef wages and
profits?

7..Show how the interests of capital and wage labour are diametrically
opposed - Show the effect of growth of productive capital on wages..

8. What—-is the effect of capitalist competition on thecapitalist eclass,

the-middie—elassy—and—theworking class?

CLASS I - CAPITAL
READING MATERIAL~ CAPITAL, MARX (ENGLES AND MARX) FIRST_SECTION _THE TWO
FACTORS OF A COMMODITY USE VALUE AND VALUE

SECOND_SECTION -




' CLASS I CAPITAL
READING MATERIAL CAPITAL, MARX (ENGLES AND MARX) FIRST SECTIONeTHE TWO

FACTORS OF A COMMODITY USE VALUE AND VALUE

SECOND_SECTION - THE TWOFOLD CHARACTER OF
LABOR EMBODIED IN COMMODITIES

QUESTIONS: (ANSWER QUEBTIONS IN WRITTEN FORM)

10.
@

12,

. How are the dialectical concepts of quantity and quality expressed in a

commodity as Use Value and Exchange Value,,

. Explain the concept that use value is the result of cAncrete laber where=-

as value is the result of abstract laber..

. .How do we arrive at the concept of "Value?"

..How do we compute "Socially Necessary Labor Time"

.Why doesn't the Value of a specific commodity remain constant

.Why is it "Value" and not "Use Value" that determines the "Exchange Value"

of commodities,

.Is it possible to have Use Value without having Value, Give sAme exam-

ples.

Under commodity production is it possible te have Value without having

Use Value..Why.. . j

Why is a division of labor a necessary c¢4ndition fAr the préductién af

commodities?

{hat is the relation of Use Value and Value te Concérete and Abstract
abor?

How is it possible that an increase in the quantity ef material wealth
(commodities) could be accompanied by a decrease in the magnitude eof
its value, . :

Why can Value as abstract laboer mnly be expressed in the ferm ef Use
Value or Concrete Labor.

Class II CAPITAL, MARX
READING MATERIAL CAPITAL, SECTION, THE FORM OF VALUE OR EXCHANGE VALUE

O O~ O\ EWw N

10,
13,

PARTS A,B,C,D.

. What is the elementary or simplest fmrm of value,

Nhy does NMarx mean when he says that the value of cemmodities has a
purely social reality..

..What is the relative form of value..

What is the equivalent form of value.
Discuss the quantative determination of relative value (feur variables)

.Describe the elementary form of value considered as a wheale,

.What are the defects of the total ar expanded form of value,,

.Discuss the altered character of the form of value, >

.Discuss the interdependent development nf the relative ferm of value and

the equivalent form,

Discuss the transition from the general form of value to the meney form..
Trace the genesis of the money form of value from simple or elementary
to the money form. What are universal equivalents. what have been

some of their forms..



EXCERPT FROM POL1TICAL ECONOMY BY JOHN EATON=- CHAPTER 11
(VALUE APPEARS IN EXCHANGE :page 22) | »

It has been shown in the preceding paragraph how deviations in value tend to be
corrected, and how the law of value asserts itself. Thus,:the value of commodities
becomes apparent in exchange, and in men's minds the value of a commidity is seen not
in terms of so many labor hours, but in terms of the commidities for which it can be
exchangeds At first, no doubt, trade was arbitrary, but as trade became reqular '
exchanges sellled down to & reqular basis, that is, they tended to be based on the
labor~time needed to praoduce the articles exchanged. | ' oty

-+ 1In very early times, few goods would enter into exchange, for example, a cattle-
raising community might exchange only its surplus cattle, . The value of the cattle
would'be seen in terms of the goods which they would fetch in exchange such as: one
ox equals 5lbs of iran, As ‘exchange developed, more goods would enter into exchange,
and it would become established that an oxen would fetch 51bs of iron or 10 yards of
clothiar four hides or 20 bushels of corn, and so on. The farmers raising cattle
would'measure the ‘value of their cattle in terms of certian quantities of the use=-
values (cloth, iron, cornsetc.) for which cattle could be exchanged. Clearly, if
an oxen would fetch 5lbs of iron or 10 yards of cloth, 5lbs of iron equals in exchange
value 10 yards of cloth. o - s

As emchange developed still further and more and more commidities entered into
exchange, the equating of each commitiy with a sizeable list of commidities became
an unwieldy and unnecessary process.* Instead there emerged a new way of looking
at the rates commidities exchanged with other commidities. Those who had goods to
exchange began to measure the exchage-values of their products in terms of one and
the same commidity: for example, the weaver would know that 10 yards of cloth was
worth one ox, the farmer that 90 bushels of corn were worht three oxen, and so on.

In fact, cattle were, in very early times, frequently used in this way as a meastire
of value: commidities weee, it might be said, priced in terms of oxen.

v
e K1
A

(MONEY: A GENERALLY EXCHANGEABLE COMMODITY) PAGE 23
It was, however, not only the case that goods were valued in terms of a partic-
ular commodity which could and would be readily taken in exchange by other people.
Barter is a very primitieve form of commodity exchange, which is restricted in scope
and limited in opportunity: a farmer would need to sell the produce of his land
as and when he could, and althought his ultimate aim might be to buy cloth or iron
he would often do well to exchange his corn or fruit for oxen, ®ith the object of
exchanging the oxdn for cloth or iron when a favourable opportunity presented itself.
In fact, intermediary transactions of this kind tended to occur in the transition-
al stage from barter to new forms of exchange: in early Greece(about 1000 B.C.)
cattle were fairly generally taken in exchange (as well as being used as a measure
of the value of other commodities.) A commodity which was used in this way acted
as a temporary store of exhcnge value and bridged the gap between the sale of the
surplus product and the purchase of the commodity required for its use-value (such
as cloth to wear, grain to eat).
In thés way, as commodity exchange developed, the form of exchange advanced from
simple barter. The universally exchangeable commodity that acts as the "go-between"
in sale and purchase, and as measure of value, is termed the money commodity or simply,
MONEY o

‘ Footnotes

. . : '
* That primitive communities had, in fact, to assess the valu.euc‘f'cc‘mmdltles in terms
of many others is illustrated by the following passage from HOWER S‘ILLIAD, BUOK'&
Line 472: "Then the long-haired Achaeans supplied themselves with wine, some paying

in bronz




Footnotes

* That primitéve communities had, in fact, to assess the value of commodities in terms
of many others is illustrated by the following passage from HOMER'S ILL1AD, BOOK &
line 472: "Then the dong haired Achaeans supplied themselves with wine, some paying
in bronze, some with tawny iron, some with hides, some with cattle, and some with
slaves." - '

*x,, We have seen hoWsess.Wwhen official money backed by the State loses its value,
an ordinary commodity generally accepted in exchange assumes the money function as
measure of value and as means of circulation. In this way cigarettes replaced money
in BGermany when paper money was depreciated and discredited by uncontrollad inflation.

It is sometimes arqued that gold is valuable because it is scarce, and it is
suggested that this, and not the labour theory is the true explanation of its value.
This arqument is fallacious. There is no absolute scarcity of gold: in the earth's
crust there are considerable quantities of gold, but it requires a vast amount
of human labour~time to--locate, mine, and refine this gold. " '



CATITAL - HMARX CLASS III C{AFT I SZCTION & THE FETISHISH OF C IIIODITIES

1.

W N

wn &

Tow doos *the "me~ic of neney!

AT T‘VS 3'16"’?’? THEROF
: v CHAPTER TI TXCHAYGEH .
lhat does llarx mean when he ssy3s "that under capitalism ... therefore, the
relations connectine the labor of one individuval with that of the rest appear,
not as direct social relations between individuals at work, but as material
relations between persons and social relations between things."
‘herein. does the nysterv of comnmedities lie?
That 1s the relationship between commolities as values and commodities as use
values?
That is the r 1 tionship between commodities and their owners?.
‘Ihy does the historical process and extension of exchanges lead to the
es taolls“mﬁnt oP an independent form of value (money)? i.e. How does a
a commodity becone mone;?
Deccribe the evolutlonary process by which omnodl+v exchan~es and: eychanbe
vwlue_doveVOp.
That is the marnitude of value and hew is the mafniﬁudo of value expressed
as (the equivalcgﬁ forn of a commedity) monev? How is this value determined?
- fect the social “)’azlons of preoduction?
lots e use valuc of the noner comcdity?
‘hy can't noner act as a universal LouLvalen* unless 1t itself has value
or explain how the use value of the nmoney form of commodity is dependent
on 1ts value
Thy is labor renresented by the value of its product and labor time by the
i that value

CIAPTZT ITITI <S5CTIOS 1,2 and 3

om noner functions as a : (1)measure of value, (2)medium of
exchanze, (3) neans of nayment (4)store of value?
1e fal e "Ivery seller brinms his buyer to
markot wit

Jxplain hoir nonev is the mediun of the circulation of commodities.

Taat are the dialectics of tne conversion of comniodities into money

(C into II irto C)

Sxpla the T qlzcy ol vhe bourseois concept that crises are caused by the

ess by which money tecomes currency.
T noner exnress the clrculation of commodities or is the
cormodities the result of +the movement of neney? Diplain,
noney :eal;y an exnressicn of? How does the the value of a conmodity

relate to its mrice and hoiwr does thils affcet the quantity of money throwr
1“to circulation (medinn of circulation.)

lhat three factors determine the quantity of money which goes into circulation
prlaln eacn ore.
‘That chan ard results occur to a co* when it roes into circulation?

~Qo

Is it possible for sals than ~old and silver to serve as a
necsure of value, ccur and for what reasons? Can this
nernanently rewlace jola 25 of value?

Tow can paje ‘ s lEsEl serve as coins in the place of pold and
wiet laws nust it follow before comint a synbol of value,

‘That purpose does hoardincz se“ve°

low does the credit systen effect the circulation and function of money and
w.at offect does the credit systen have on hoardina?

Txplain the function of money in the world market and also explain how an
OMla::ed hoard of rold is an indication of stagnationin the circulation of




16,
17.
18.
19.

CLASS

1.

of commodities,

Yhat is the reason for the function of money as a means of payment?

Yhy does each country need a reserve of money for its home market and for
its external market and why do some countries 1limlt the hoards in their
banks to a minimum?

hy is only the bullion form of money valid as universal money?

Thy is it"1112gal for the individual private ownership of gold? (with the

exception of small amounts used for Jewelry ete,)
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V CAPITAL CHAPTERS IV, V, VI

Discuss the circut CIiC and IICII and show the distinctions between them and
then what they have in comnon.

That is the difference between the circulation of money as moneyand money
as capital? :

That is the outcome of CIIC in terns of value, what is the outcome of IICII
in terms of value?

'Thy is it incorrect to assume that surplus value arises from a mark-up of
prices or that it originates in circulation between buyer and seller?

That is merchants capital and money lenders capital and under what conditions

are they impossible?




6. What does 'larx mean vhan he sayss: Canital or the formula MCM
nust originate within cormoditv circulation and at the sanme
tire not within i+,

7. *at ere the conditicons u da* vhich labour novver hHecomes a
comredity. e does it differ from all other cormodities.,

8. ﬁuct arzs the c1rcu"ﬂtanch 1~v "h1c“ anv. nroduct hecores a cor—od-
1*4’4 H'hajority of vroducts,
9. Tlevs 15 txv value of labor norer duter”¢pea.

210, et 15 the result of the consum»tion of labor nova¥.

ll.cxplains: If equivalents are exchanged, nc surrlus value results,
and’ 1f non-eruivalents are exchanged. no surnlus valuz results,
Circulation, or the excirnge cf comodities beca2ts no value.
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CLASS VI CIDITAL = CHERPTEP VII THD LABQ "5=PTOCESS AND THE PPOCESS
R - or ‘”‘)"LCI“’"“U’“ S VaLUn -
l..ihht‘aréztﬁe'*rocesrﬂr'Jn wiich ngturg ard man at wc k relate,
vhat ¢ each Go and hat is done to ther . )

2. Mhat are the elementary factors of tha lahour rnrocess = Nizcuss
erd ¢ive exarples. o L

3. “het are the characteristic features of the labour process under
- capitalism, .., Fiscuss. - ¢ 7 :

4, Tat is the scle reason for a canitalist to oromuce a. use-value?
et two ob jzct does the caritalist have™in - 1nd ”he“ he nroduces
use values? o ' A : O

5, "Mzt is the (iffererce “etwveen nroducticn as'creadtion of use
value ard producticn. a3 cra:tl"n of exchan~e value? (the Aiffer-
ence ”“L]““P »“roductiér o* ﬁullatle, and of -co ﬁ0f1t~e ?) the

labcr +récess, and rrocess Of reatina. valu\, "chh are e °

iealin~ with here? ‘ ;

. “Mat is"the relationshir of th2 valu,o of the means of ~rocuction
(rer naterials and: instruments of later) to the value of the,
cowmogltv W1¢c‘Jb.ev are iused teo rroduce?7. "Mhat are the tvo
conditions vhich mustg:be fulfilled for the relationshi» described

hold true? ,

7. "..s for in the creaticn of value, the tire that is scciallvy
necessary alone ccunts,” v is this so? Sow-cen e see that.

ca~italist is aware of this?

8., ‘Tat afe soue cf the comronest and Mout vulrar excuses: offerﬁa hy tt

the cenitalist for vhy he zhculd cet ~ores rcney that he prut into
the nrocess of creating value, as given by 'arx? Can you think
-of more:’ hat are the reafions that these arcuments don't hold
Lp? : i .

9. Mat is the narticular e&nd unique hroreft' of the use value cf.
labor nover tihat its nurchaser, lile the nurchaser of any other
coinroditv, gets rien he »uvs lahor nover?

10.Exprlain the dialectic hetween the use value of labor power and
the exchanage value cf. lahor NOIEY

(&)
ﬁ.

>




11. what is"...incorporating living labor with their dead substance."”

12, What does it mean to view labor under its quantitative aspect?
Under its qualitative aspect?

13. "hat are the two aspects of the process of produttion as revealed
by our analysis of commodities?

14 Explain the unity to be found between skilled labor and unskilled

labour.
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CLASS VII CAPITAL CHAPTER VIII QONSTANT CAPITAL AND VARIABLE CAPITAL

1. Explain the twvo-fold effect of lahour resulting from the two-fold
character of labonr.

2. If an article loses its utility does it also lose its value.

3. Vhat do the instruments of labor contribute to the labor nrocesss?
Give examples,

4, What is constant capital?

5. What is variable capital?

6. Can the value of the elements of constant canital be ehanged?

Can the character of constant capital be altered?
*******************************************************************

B CHAPTER T1X

CLAss VIII THE RATE OF SURPLUS VALUE sections 1,2,3

1. Why doesn't the amount of constant capital affect the surplus
value. What is the basis of surplus value?

2. What is the rate of surplus-value? How is it computed.

3. Describe the two aspects of the labor process.

4. Is the extraction of surplus labour somethinc found only in
capitalism? Support answer,

5. Is there a relationship between surplus value and surplus labour
(bring in variable capital and necessary labour).

6. What is the fallacy of Senior's "Last Hour" theory?
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CHAPTER X

CLASS VIIII THE VIBRKING DAY SECTIONS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7

1. What parts make up the working day? How are they determined.

2. What is the constant factor of capital, and how is capital
dependent on this factor,

3. What is an "economic formation of society, whre not the exchange
value but the use value of the product predominates"?

4. In the discusssion about Negro slavery in the U.S., what is the
difference betweer getting from him (the slave) a certain quanity
of wuseful products" and "production of surplus value itself"

5. Marx discusses how the English mill owners stole time from the
factory workers; meal times - suppose you work in a factory
assembly line and get in the hcole. Why is it important that
trade unions prevent vou from doing even a little work before
the first whistle or after the last one and prevent foremen from
working?

6. In many factories now there is a crises =-produced work week,

Why doesn't this affect the tendency to extend the working day?

7. How is the length of the working day determined? What are the




goals of capitalists and workers in this regard?

8. Discuss miote frem Postlethwaevi "But our »nopulace have adopted

a notlcn.........nuver think thomselves inderendent of- their
superiors," ..-{page 276 PAPERBACK ED. SECTION 5)

changc thz working cav?._

10. “’hat were somz of the wavs the capitalists tried to get around
these Factory 2cts and Laws

11, Yhy woras these laws »ass d?

12. Why werz the vorkers ir those industries "earliest revoluticnized
by water r»ower, steam and.rachinerv" subject to such extreme

lebour expleitation?
: e ”h' does larx sav that an indenandent moverentoof the workqu in

the U.S. was naralvsaed so lorng as slavery existed,
******************************************'L********************,**h****

2,’uxn-a1ﬂ the main points of the Fa actorv Acts and how did they

CLPSS X ECOMOI'IC PROBLEMS OF SOCIALIS!I = STALIN :
SO"E NOTES O .TEE LCONQIC PROBLEMS OF SOCIALISM (CCL)

First of all, before we discuss the svecifics of the question of value
‘undér Socialism it is nocessarv to again state that there are object-
ive laws that govern ohbhiective rrocesses. The develomment of value
is such a nrocess und thore are laws - that is lawvs above the will of
men = that determine the develoraent of the nrocess, No matter

what tie nature of tho political state, the law of value will hold
true so lcng . as there is commoditv rroduction, Tn the area of
rroduction that is not commedity hroductlcn, then of course the lav
of valuc canncot anplv.

In the course of his life, and during all of the development with=-

in the USSE, c'talln relicd most of all on what the neo-Trotskites of

todav are calling, "the theory of the nroductive forces" - or vhat

Marx correctly called, historical nmaterialism, The most important

cf these staterents is the famous "Introduction to a Critique of

Political Econcmv" vhere 'larx scys” :
" In the social procduction of their means of existence men enter
into definite, nccessarv rclations which are independent of their
17111, ‘procductive ‘relation scips vthich correspond to a definite
stage Of develorment of their material oroductive forces. The
aggregate of these productive relationships constitutes the eco-
nonic structure of societv, the real basis on which a juridical
and rolitical superstructure arises, and to which definite forms
of zocial consciousness correspond. The mode cf production of
he naterial means of existence conditions ‘the whole rrocess of
social, political and intellectural life, I+ is not the consc~-
iousness of men that determines their existence, but, on the con-
trary, it is their social cxistcnce that determines their con-
sciousness. At a certain stage of their develomment the material
productive forces of society come into :contradiction with the




ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF SOCIALISM IN THE USSR POLITICAL ECONOMY CLASS X

Reading Material Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR,Stalin
Report attached

QUESTIONS FOR REPORTS

1. Does the Law of Value remain under Socialism? Under Communism? How do they
operate under each system? How is it different from capitalism?

2. UWhy was it impossible for Stalin to nationalize the means of production and
end commidity production in the Soviet Union? uwhat was the relationship between the
two sectors of economy in the S.U. ? When will it be possible to nationalize
the means of production and end commodity production in the U.S.?

3. What is the relationship between commidity production and capitalism? Does
comodity production only exist under capitalism? Explain. Under socialism-?
Explain the relationship between crisis and commidity production under cap-
italisms, Under socialism,

4, What is the most basic economic law operating under capitalism? What are
some of the other laws people say are basic and why are they not basic laws?
What is the basic economis law of Socialism and how does it operate?

S. Will the distinctions detween industry and agricultue and mental and physical
labor entirely disappear under Socialism? Will the antagonism between the two
disappear? How?

8, Explain the two aspects of profit and how they are applied in Socialist countries.

7. What is the explé@nation revisionists give of the law of balanced development
in relation to profits and how does this support the basic economic law of
capitalism?

8. what is the cheracter of lzbor time under capitalism and under socialism?

Ecomomic Problems of Socialism =Stalin
Some¢ notes on the Economis Problems of Bocialism(CL)

First of all, before we discuss the specifiics of the question of value under
socielism it is necessary to again state that there are objective laws that govern
objective processes. The development of value is such a process and there are laws--
that is law above the will of men- that determine the development of the process.

No matter what the nature of the political state, the law of value willhold true so

long as there is commodity production. In the area of production that is not commodity
production, then of course the law of value cannot apply.

In the course of his life, and during all of the development within the USSR, Stalin
relied most of all on what the neo~Trotskites of today are calling, "the theory of the
productive forces”- or what Marx correctly called, historical materialism. The
most important of these statements is the famous "Introduction to a Critique of Political
Economy" where larx says:

"In the social production of their means of existence men enter into definite .
mecessary rclations whih are independent of their will, productive relationships which
correspond to a definite sfago-of development of their material productive forces.

The aggregate of these productive relationships constitutes the economic ‘structure
of society, the real bssis on which a Juridical and political superstructure arises ’
and to which definite forms of social consciousness correspond. The mode of production
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of the material mears of existence conditions the whole process of social, political,
. and intellectual lifee It is not the consciousness of men that ditermines their ex-

istance, but, on the contrary, it is their social existance that determines their con=-

ciousness. At a certain stage of their development the material productive forces

of -society come into contradiction with the existing prodﬁétiva relationships, or,

what is but a legal expression for these, with the property relationships within whick

they had moved before, From forms of development of the productive forces these

relationships are transformed into their fetters. Then an epoch of social revolution

comes" :

So therefore to advance the socialist country into socialist relations of praduction,

and into a classless communist society, the development of the means of production

and all of the productive forces is indispensible. In fact anyone who views any rev-

olution- including the Great Cultural Revolution outside of the conflict of the

social forces of production and the relations of production is talking nonsenses

And any revolution, including the Cultural Revolution, is impossible without the

productive forces far outrunning the relations of production. It is from

this point of view that we discuss value in Socialism. It is a great tribute to

the geniffzof Stalin that Socialism could be established and developed in the

USSR without any real blueprint, or historical precedent save the most general

statements of Merx and Engels about nationalizing the means of production and

thus ending commodity productions Now, the concretization of such a statement

might be fairly easily dome in America where the means of production and dise

tribution are highly centralized and highly organized. However, it is quite

another gfuestion in a economically backward country such as China or the Soviet

Unione
. An important aspect bf the economy ofrevolutionary Russia or €hina was the
economic role of the peasantrys In the USSR the peasants were rallied to the

cause of the revolution with the slogan of "Peace, Bread and Land." If Stalin
would have had any other Yprogram of nationalizing the totality of the land

except through gmresuasion, there would have been a counter revoltulion at once.

So therefore, since the nationalizing of the productive forces of the peasantry was
impossible, then there was the reality of at least two sectors of the economy. Une
sector was the state sector that belonged to all the people and the other sector
was the collective farm and the cooperatives, Now, since the state sector had

to trade with the collective farms, and the collective farms trades with the
Co-ops, etc, what was the relationship of this trading? It had to be the
relationship of buying and selling. In short, it had to be the exchange of
commodities, and there the law of value had to prevail. So in the mixed economy
the law aof value operated in that section that was not nationalized and ait
operated in the relationships between the state sector and the collective sector.
Since the state made and exchanged to litself all of }the heavy industry--that is,
the machines that make machines etc, there the law of value could not and did not
operate except in the exchange of heavy industry with the outside capitalist
market--there, of course, the law of value could and did not operate except in

the exchange of heavy industry with the outside capitalist market==there, of course,
the law of value did operate.

Some people make the error of absolutely identifying commodity production and
capitalism. Commodity production has existed through all social systems save the
primitive communal system. Capitalism is the highest expression of commodity
productions It is not the production of commodities that has brought revisionism

. into the Soviet Unions The base has been the bureaucracy--the management, not the
relationse

Capitalist commodity production is marked by several indispensible factors.
Stalin lists these factors as:

l. Private ownership of the of productione

2. Labor power appears on th:i:gzket as a commoditye



3. A system of exploitation of wages labor exists,.

If these conditions are not present, commodity production is restricted to very
‘definite bounds in socialism., Uf course, the goal is a total "State sector of the
economy,' but untillk this is achieved, a money economy under socialism will remaine.

How does this law of value operate? First of all , it is absolutely restricted
and primarily to articles of personal consumption. That is to say, that it is
primarily consumer goods that are produced and exchanged under the law of value.

Since there is no private expropriation of socially produced commodities, !
there isno possibility of commodity production under socialism leading to crisis--and
such crisc®: is inevitable under capitalism.

To a certain extent, and with rigid bonds, the law of value functions as a
requlator. That is to say, that in the production of consumer goods, fhow much
and what is produced is to some extent regulated by these laws. It is obvious that
the distribution of labor is also effected. In the field of consumer goods the
state capnot produce what the public will not buy. Under capitalism value absolutely
determines the distribution of labor and investments; under socialism there is
an influence==but the laws of vélue cannot operate as a regulator in full. As
socialism evolves into Communism, the law of valfue will also disappear and the
distribution of labor will depend solely on society's demand for goods.

As far as profits and profitabllity are concerned, there are two aspects.

On the ene hand, there is the concept of national profitablenes®: and, on the

other hand, the profitableness of the individual plant or industry. It is

obvious that under Stalin and under Mao the light industries are the most profitable
and heavy industry is the least profitable, but the heaviest investments are in

the sector of heavy industry at the ".expense of light industry. Under socialism,
the growth of the national gross product is not determined by the overall profit=
ability, but by the law of balanced development.

The revisionist quickly destrgy or try to destroy that law of belanced development
by making profit the sole factor and therefore concentrating on the high profit
consumer industries at the expense of the heavy industries and therefore placing
a dray on the most revolutionary sector--the productive forces. This is done
by resgricting the sector that makes machinery to make machines.

It is therefore seen that the basic economic law of capitalism is maximum
profits, and the basic economic law of Socialism is maximum social satisfaction
or growth. ' \

Even though the basic economic law of Socialism is maximum social satisfaction
and growth, profit plays a very important ggle in this. Since about 90 % of the
state economy is run off profits, then the guestion of profit-is of great importance.
It is precisely because of the importance of profits that the revisionists make
their move heres They proclaim profits to be the end and not the means of growth.
For example, the Chinese revisionists came out with a formula for revisionism in
the economic field that is far better systematized than that of their Soviet
counterpart., This formula was:

l. Profits as the objective.

2. Planning to be based on the law of valfue.

3. Profits as the motitve force,

4, Profits as the hinge 4n the economy .

5. Profits as the index of growth,

While fighting for greater efficiency and labor profluctivity as essential
for the growth of socialism, Marxist-Leninists reject the above formula.

Finally .it should be stated that while necessary for the replacement of the
working class, under Socialism that necessary labor time must include funds
for health, education, national defense, recreation, etc: This is in conformity
to the basic law of Socialism.



CONCRETE ASFECTS OF THE NEGRO QUESTION

ASSIGNED - READING MATERIAL }

1.The Negro question, a national colonial question-Volume 1 no. 1
PEOPLE S TRIBUNE G ,

2.Attached mimeographed material on 1. Community of territory 2.Com-
munity of Culture 3. Community of economic life

3. Bxeerpt attached from Farxism and the National Question J, Stalin
on dispersal of nations. ’

EXEERPT FROM MNARXISM AND THE NATICNAL QUESTION BY JOSEFH STALIN
There is no doubt that in the early stages of capitalism nations be-
came welded together. DLut there is also no doubt that in the higher
stages of capitalism a process of dispersion of nations sets in, a
process whereby whole groups of people separate off from nations in
search of a livelihood, subsequently settling finally in other regions
of the state; in the course of which these settlers lose their old
contacts, acquire new contacts in their domicile, from generation to
generation acquire new habits and new tastes, and possibly a new lan-
guage

...0ne asks: Is it possible to unite into a single national union
groups that have grown so distinct: Where are the magic hoops to
unite what cannot be united? IS it conceivable that, for instance,
the Germans of the Baltic Frovinces and the Germans of Transcaucasia
can be "Welded into a single nation"? But it is not conceivable and
not possible, wherein does naticnal autonomy differ from the utopia
of the old nationalists, who endeavourered to turn back the wheel of
history?

b

But the cohesion and unity of a nation diminish not only as a result
of migration. They diminish also from internal causes, owing to the
growing acuteness of the class struggle. In the early stages of
capitalism one may still speak of a "cultural community" between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, DBut as large-scale industry devel-
ops and the class struggle becomes more and more acute, this"commun-
ity" becins to melt away. One cannot seriously speak of the "cultu-
rial community" of a nation when the masters and the workers of a
nation have ceased to understand each other, . hat "common fate" can
there be when the bourseoisie thirsts for war, and the proletariat
declares "war on war"? Can a single inter-class national union be
formed from such contradictory elements? And, after this, can one
speak of the "fusion of all the members of the nation into a nation-
al cultural community? Is not obvious that national automomy is co-
ntrary to the whole course of the class struggle?

QUESTIONS FOR REFPORTERS

1., 'hat was the role of the system of slavery in the development of
e Tiegro llation-3how the effect of slavery upon the five character-
stics of the development of the Negro Nation,

JA.FHow has the revisionists perverted the larxist lLeninst concept

f the dispersal of nations in relation to the lNegro Nation

B. Show that the legro Ikation has remained stable.

C. hy is the distortion of this question detrimental to the class
struggle,

3. Zxplain the economic relation of the Negro Nation to United
States Imperialism.




1., COMMUNITY OF CULTURE

Stalin says that one of the distinctive features of a nation is a "com-
munity of psychological make-up, which manifests itself in a community of
culture." This national character is harder to describe than the more
tangible characteristics of a nation because it is expressed in the atmosph<
ere of the land, the thoughts and feelings of the people in their daily 1life
which is distinct to them because of certain dissimilar conditions of exist-
ence, The Negro nation of the Black Belt has a distinct national character;
the Negro people of the South are a seperate folk, with distinct feelings and
attitudes due to their common history of suffering.

The motivating force which has produced this common culture is the
historical fact of slavery.. From the days of the plantation the Negro people
were bound together in a special way by the common experience of slavery.
This economic exploitation and oppression excluded them from the culture of
the Anglo-American nation and forced them to create their own culture. This
national character can first be seen in the development of the Negro church.
The slave masters promoted the development of religion among the slaves
because it helped them to continue their oppression of the Negro people. As
long as the slaves would passively submit to their present conditions and
turn towards a better life in the world after, the madters could keep control.
But what the slave masters used as a weapon of oppression, the Negro church
became for the Negro people a weapon of liberation. The Negro church was the
only social formation which was historically permitted and thus it became
the only possible vehicle for the development of a national culture. As
W.E.B. DuBois pointed out;

..in the South, at least practically every American Negro
is a church member. Some, to be sure are not regularly
enrolled, and a few do not habitually attend services; '
but, practically, a prescribed people must have a social
centre, and that centre for this people is the Negro church.
We are not concerned here with the development of a religious faith among
the Negro people but what werethe implications that arose from the histor-
ical fact that the Negro church was the only social centre allowed for
the Negro people and from this their national character was formed.

The development of music, literature, poetry all of the aspects of a
national character which became manifested in a distinctive culture, bear
the imprint of this oppression of the Negro people, orginally through the
system of slavery, and their struggle against the whip. To take a specific
example, we can trace the development of the present day "soul music" af the
Negro people back to the times of slavery. The soul of the black slave
spoke to men through the "Sorrow Songs." DuBnis writes that the Negro folk=
song is the sole American music; . "it still remains as the singular spiritual
heritage of the nation and the greatest gift of the Negro people." Through
these songs of their pppression and their dreams of a better life came the
articulate message of the slave to the world. And these songs were trans-
mitted through the vehicle of the Negro church., DuBois continues:

The music of Negro religion is that plaintive rhythmic
nelody, with its touching minor cadences, which, despite
P caricature and defilement, §3ill remains-the modt original
and beautiful expression of human life and longing yet born
on American soil. ©Sprung from the African forests, where
its counterpart can still be heard, it was adapted, changed
and intensified by the tragic soul life of the slave, until, ‘
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despair, and hope. These songs were U5Mwe to the Neqro Nation because they were

the stress of law and whip, it became the one true expression of a people's sorrow,

produced by the particular experience of slavery and the transference of  the Negre
people into serfdoms They are an expression of a distinct national character.. The

synamic of Negro culture has been this continuous struggle to gain the posture of
a free people. . ) :

2. COMMUNITY OF ECONOMIC LIFE

In "Marxism and the National Colonial Question" by Joseph Stalin we learn that
one of the characteristic features of a nation is a community of economic life or
economic, cohesions A common economic life means the linking. together of town and
cauﬁtxy by a unified system of transportation and communication, by a common
mohatafy.éystem and by a common banking and credit system. Among the Negro people
in the Black Belt there has developed a strata of all classes found under cap~

~italism: .Nemely a proletariat and a bourgeoisie who developed around a stable
. stratum closely connected with the soil (peasantry) This division of classes
revolved around a division of labor developed out of the prpoduction of agricultural

~commodities, mainly cotton and tobaccos

The national question was}agrarianiin-origin -~ a peasantry. under a system of share-
cropping, riding boss supervision and debt slavery., The plantation system was
the dominant form of Jarge scals farm ownership in_the cotton South in the mid -
30's. This economic structure was outmoded by the presence of Big Business in
the hands of Wall strest absentee landlords in the South. The real owners of the
. South are in coal - Morgans, Mellons; Fords and Rockefellers, United States Steel
Corporation dominates the principle steel center of Birmingham. Republic Steel
in Birmingham and Gadsden. The o0il interests dominated by Rockefellers, WMellons'
Gulf 0il Corporation. All major Southern railraad systems are owned and contralled
elsewhere, all are more or less directly linked with the Morgan interests, All.
major distributor of natural gas, iron ore, coal and limestone deposits of bauxite,
zinc ores, sulphur are ouned or controlled by outside interests. . The South, lacking
capital of its'OWn:has bean_FQ:ced_tqwborrow,From.outside'ﬁinaqciers and interest
and dividends have flowed out of the region. . The use of .tarriffs and freight rate
differentials are another source of profit fdr'nOrthern interests. :

Stalin's concept of the national question in relation to its economic life was that °
it was a common economic cohesiveness, not a seperate economic life that bound
the nation together.,

The concentration of the ownership of the wealth from this region in the hands of
bankers and financiers today who are also the owners of all wealth in the United
States means specifically in their economic relationship to the Black Belt an
imperialist relationshipe.

The five features of imperialism as developed by Lenin are:
1« The concentration of production and capital developed to such a stage that it
creates monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life.
2, The merging of bank capital with industrial capital and the creation of the
basis of this finance capital of the financial oligarchy.

‘ 3. The export of capital which has become extremely important as distinguished
from the export of commodities.
4. The formation of international capitalist monopolies which share the world
among themselves.,




5. The territorial division of the whole world among the greatest capitalist powers is
completed. .

3., COMMUNITY OF TERRITDRY

One of the characteristics of a nation is a common territory. Stalin says,
"A nation is formed only as a result of lenghhy and systematic intercourse, as a result of
the fact that people live together firom generation to generation,” Stalin correctly says
that people cannot live together for lengthy periods unless they share a common territory.

The Negro Nation exists today because of the economic factors which drew
the Negro people together. Slavery was the number one reason for the Negro people
living together in one place, thus sharing a common territory. The majority of the
Negro people of the South live in very specific areas of the South, Thus we see areas
in Alabama and Mississippi that have practically no Negro population and other areas
that contain practically no whites, The Black Belt cuts across all tiic.stc’ss:ili:the
South, but with a few exceptions taking in only a portion of these States. In this
respect, several things fre evident in the political development of the U.S. as a whole
as well as the South, O e, no state has ever been admitted into the Union until it had
achieved a white majority., In order to achieve this, the Gulf states are laid out on
a North=South axis while the plantation area (the Black Belt) has a general East-West
axis, Added to this is the constant gerrymandering of county borders so as to appear
to break the continuity of a continous belt of Negro majfority that runs in a quarter moon
patter on Maryland into Texass.

Although in the strictest sense, lthe limits of the Negro nation are the limits of
the Black Belt or the plantation area, it is senseless to discuss national boundaries ‘
without discussing the periferial areas that are economically dependent upon them.
Therefore, the historically evolved territory that we are speaking of is the Black Belt
plus the immediate surrounding area that makes possible the economic entity we call

the Black Belt. The common territory of the Black Belt, includes party of Maryland,
Virginia, North Cardlina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana

and into Texas and Arkansas. The periferial areas are mainly in these states except

for the inclusion of Florida.



THE_NATIONAL-CCLONIAL QUESTION

READING MATERIAL:
FOUNDATIONS OF LENINISM
Chapter VI - National Question
THE RIGHTS OF MATIGONS TO SELF_DETERMINATION = Lenin
$ection 1 - Pages 5=-10
4 - All
& - All
10 - All
MARXISM AND THE NATIONAL AND COLONIAL QUESTION « Stalin
Section 1 - Pages 7-16
Theses on the Immediate Tasks of the Party in Connection
with the National Problem (All)
Section 11 = The National Movement

QUESTIONS:

l, What constitues a nation?

2. Describe the development of nations under conditions of rising capitalism,

Imperialism, and Socialism.

3. What is the relation of the National Movement to the Proletarian Revolue
tion and why must the proletariat lead the hational Liberation Move-
ment?

4. What is meant by Self-Determination of Nations?

A. ilhat is a Federation?

Be What is a Independence?

Cs WUhat is Amalgamation?

D« hat is reqgional autonomy?

E. What is a multi-national state?

what is the path to self-determination of the Negro Colonial peoples

today?

How does the raising of the slogan of Selfedetermination in an abstract

way aid the bourgeoisie?

what changes have taken place since the Bolshevik revolution in form and
struggle of the National Liberation movement?
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