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THE PARTY PROGRAM

The committee asigned the responsibility of studying the

propsed party program submits tkeEx this report with three

objectives: to {nform the CC of its work and position,

to provide cadre with the essential theory to understand and

study the proposed porgram; to support the proposed porgram

and begin the struggle for clarity which will strengthen the

working class struggle through the creation of a multi-national,

anti-revisionist party of a new type.

BUTLD A MULTI_NATIONAL ANTI_REVISIONST COMMUNIST PARTY

WIN THE VANGUARD OF THE CLASS TO COMMUNISM
WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD UNITE.

AL B AT T Y

THE GENERAIL NATURE AND ORGANIZATION OF PARTY PROGRAM

\13 What is the importance of Party Program in the
struggle to establish a vyxm vanguard party?

At the present time the urgent question of =

our movement is no longer that of developing the former :
scattered “amateur” activities, but of uniting—of organisa-
{ tion. This is a step for which a programme is a necessity.
The programme must formulate our basic views; precisely
establish our immediate political tasks; point out the imme-
diate demands that must show the area of agitational activi-
{y; give uniiy to the agitational work, expand and deepen
it. thus raising it _from fragmentary partial agitafion for
potty, isolated demands to the status of agitation for the
sum total of Social-Democratic demands. Today, when Social-
Domocratic activity has aroused a fairly wide circle of social-
ist intellectuals and class-conscious workers, it is urgently
iocessary Lo strengthen connections between them by a pre-
grammo and in this way give all of them a sound basis Tor
firthor. wore extensive, activity. Lastly, a programme i3
urgently necessary because Russian public opinion is very
often most profoundly mistakenin respect of the real tasks
andmethods of action of the Russian Social-Democrats: these
mTstakon-viows in some cases grow naturally in the morassaf
political pufrefaclion that s our real life, In others they are
artilicially nurtured by the opponents of Social-Democracy.
i any case, iS5 a fact that has to be taken into account.
Tho working-class movement, merging with socialism and
with the political struggle, must establish a party that will
have to dispel all these misunderstandings, if it is to stand
at the head of all the democratic elements in Russian society.
The objection may be raised, further, that the present
moment is inopportune for the elaboration of a programme
because there are differences of opinion that give rise to
polemigs among the Social-Democrats themselves. I believe
the contrary to be true—this is -another argument
in favour of the necessity for a programme. Qn the one
hand, since the polemic has begun, it is to be hoped that in
the discussion of the draft programme all views and ali
shades of views will be afforded expression, that the discus- .
sion will be comprehensive. The polemic indicates that tha
Russian Social-Democrats are showing a revived interest
in extensive questions pertaining to the aims of our move-
ment and to its immediate tasks and tactics; precisely
such a revival'is essential to a discussion of the draft pro-
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gramme. On the other hand, if the polemic is not_t‘o he
fruitless, if it is nof to degenérate xgt_o personal rivalry,

it is not to lead to a confusion of views, {0 a con ound-

ing of enemies a d friends, it 1s absolutely essential that
g of encmies and 211

f 0 questi - ftroduced into the polemic.
¥ the question of the programme be introduced 1ntovt'\ﬁe oler? =
The polemic will he of Tenelit only if 1L makes ¢ ea}
what the differences actually consist, how profound they _

E are &hether they aro differences of substance or difierences on <
05 ’ —_—

PW\\‘\MM :
~ with common work in the ranks of one and 1‘19_5_&{@0_@;34 5
Only the introduction o.f the programme qwnl_l o
thepolomic, only a_definite statenient Ty~Tho o pe-emis
m_g-pnr_ti_os on thc:!_r'l)_r_g_g_rajgnl,(lLLC...Y_lews, «‘fm_pm .‘lw! gﬂ?n_‘glu'
swer o all _thesa_questions questions th.\t_-u’}st.s_t’e’ut_war_e
hﬂ@ziﬁﬁg\;&frl'hn elaboration of a common programme 1ot

P B 2
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3 the Pacty should not, of course, put g.r_\_pu}l‘_gg_al!“p_nl_eulici;

A it will firmly establish those hasic views on .lﬁg (‘huraf‘.f(‘r,

i the aims, and the tasks of our movement which muﬂ SOTVO

) as the banner of a fichting party, a _parly gl re g con- ”

sﬂMunilmt despite p;qul;\l_dlflorllr_lﬂ\_s of opiuion
g aniong its members on pattial questions, g

] - A DRAFT PROGRAMME OF OUR PARTY

o. What are the essential elements of a Party Program?

I'he draft desig cisely that class which alone,
v 3 0 . .

as in other countries, is ca abl .
dependent _fighter fo alisin— o

«industrial proletaric t”: it states the aim which, this glass
must set itself—"“the conversion of all means and ob
onof ¢ d-

of production into Socla property,” “the aboliti

produc —*“thie communist revo ution‘i" it_indicates the
o A proTiminaFy comdion” Tor “ho_reconstruction
or‘gnmhmm‘ng":“Msz@
working class™; [LQLlrms i ational soli arlty.of tl}a
pr(;l\et'ﬁ“ﬁffnd the necessity for an element ol variety in
the programmes of the Sociul-l)emoc.ra:ts‘of_ different states
in*accordance-\x‘ithj@_gﬁﬁql conditions in each of th(}n
taken scpur{ﬂ/e'ﬁ“;,ﬁ pointsto the specitic feature of Russia
«where the masses of working people suffer .\mder the fiouble
yoke of developing capitalism and moribund pzx!narch'al
cconomy’; it shows the connection between the R‘ussmn rve\ 0-
lutionary movement and the process of the creation (by the
forces of developing capitalism) of “a new class, the 111du§:
- trial proletariat —themost rosponsnve,mqlnle.ur‘l‘d developed™;
it indicates the x}ecossity for the formation of “a revolution-
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“arv working-class party” and specifies “its~first'/'ﬁ3—ﬁWal )
tﬁgl?‘—*—“ttfé"d\“ci'ﬂﬁb\‘\”6f absotutism™y _it shm.vs the “means
of political struggle” and formulates 1ts basic demands.

Ibid p 232

These then, in our opinion, should be the component
parts of a programme of_the Russian Social-Democratic
working-class party: 1) a statement on_the basic character,
of the economic development of Russia; 2) a statement ou

the inevitable result of capitalism: > growth of poverty
A and the increasing indicnation of the_workers; J) a state-
i et on_the class struggle of the proletariat_as the basis of
: our_movement; 4) talement _on_the final aims of the
"Social-Democratic” working-class_movement—on _its_striv-_
ing to win political power for the accomplishment of
& these_aims—and on  the international character of the,
movement. u) a statcment on e cssentially polilical na--
ture of the class struggle; 0) a statement to the effect that
the Russian absolutism, which conditions the lack of rights
and the oppgession of the people and patronises the exploit-
¢rs, is_the fchiel hindrance to_the worKing-class move-
ment, fand that the winning of political Tiberty, éssential Tn
the inferests of the entire social development, 13, therefore,
the mostrgrnt politicat-taskof-the—Partyr 7V a stalement to
the effect that the Party will support all parties and sections
of the population that struggle again
will combat the demagogic intrigues of our” governmert,
S)_the_cnumeration of the basicdemoceratic” demands; then,
9) demands for Ohe Torrefit-of the working class; and 10-
mands for the l_)_a}‘.nwt'it‘ of the peasantry, with an explanation’
of the gt character of theso demands: ) ’
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cainst the autocracy and

Ibid p. 253
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3. What is the importance and relationship of the

national situation to the internati
the context of party program? rnational struggle in

. The program

me_of tho Russian Socjal-Democratic
k vith a-dafinition ( i T v
ussian canitalism — _(and_indictment) of
aTF‘“hmaWer e —and_only_then stress the inte'rhat%bn-'
worde—of  th 10 movement, which in form—to use tho
fT:ASL._ _the . Communist Manifesio—is of nccessi

irst a national struggle.5 CoCsSity. ab

g ——————

NOTES ON PLEKHANOV'S SECOND
DRAFT PROGRAMME

V. Lenin March 1902 p37

. What is the class stance of the Party Program?

\ "_WinnaLSncial-Democracy stands at the head of
the emancipation movement of the working and exploited
masses....” Not at all. It stands at the head of the workin
classawnmofﬂwtﬁiﬁﬁiﬂﬁiﬁmmmEEZEEEZEEf%
Sther elements join this class these arc only elements a;ld not

~classes. And thy come over completely and absolutely
only when they “desert their own standpoint.”

“ . . [ . 2
LIt orgamgcs ¢ heir fighting forces....” Wrong again
Nowhere does Social-Democracy organise the“fighting forces”

of the small producers. It organises the fighti
’ oht
Qf__the}\_/_o_r}cing_claSs Alane = TBANISEE ighting forces

. S
We can (and must) point in positi

&'a‘tism of the petty bourgeoisie.pAn;IZOnflo;m :Onth: oconfie’:.
tiona ! form should we point fo ils revolulin "
spirit. Only such a formulation will coincide in full wi Ohan
er}tn‘o spirit of Marx’s tcachings. For example, tho %‘lt tho
nist Manifesto declares outright that “of all th'o class omr;zu-
stand _facc to face with the bourgeoisie... the (rolestt}nt
alonc is a really revolutionary class.... The smallp maens;;?:t

turer ... the artisan, the peasant ... are not revolutionary,
but conservalive. Nay more, they aro reactionary.... If by
chance they are revolutionary, [“if’!]* they are so only in
view of their impending transfer into the proletariat ... they
desert their own standpoint to place themsclves at
that of the proletariat.””

Let it not be said that matters have changed substan-
tially in the half century since the Communist Man-
ifesto. It 1is precisely in this respect that nothing has
changed: and theoreticians have always and constantly recog-
nised this proposition (for instance, Engels in 1894 refuted
the French agrarian programine from this very standpoint.’*
He stated outright that until the small peasant deserts his
standpoint, he is not with us; his place is with the anti-
Semites; let them put him through tho mill, and the more
the bourgeois parties dupe him, the more surely he will
come over to us)—moreover, history furnishes a wealth
of factual confirmation of this theory, right down to the
most recent times, right down to nos chers amis, Messrs.
the “Critics.” » .

Besides, reference to tho dictatorship of the proletariat
contained in the original draft is missing here. Even if
this were done accidentally, through an oversight, it ig still
indubitable that the concept of “dictatorship” is incompatible
with positive recognition of outside support for the proletar-
jat. If we really knew positively that the petty bourgeoi-
sie will support the proletariat in the accomplishment of its,
the proletariat's, revolution it would be pointless to speak
of a “dictatorship,” for wo would then be fully guaran-
teed so overwhelming a majority that wo could get on very
well without a dictatorship (as the “critics” would have us U

believe). The recognition of the neccessity for the dictator-
ship of tho proletari is most closely and inseparably bound
up with the thesis of the Communist Manifesto that the pro-

Tefariat alone is a reall revolutionary class. )

Tbid. p B50-51
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- , fThe small producer’s
conditional revolutionariness is expreSsed in the counter-
draftin th y wayi . i ;

o only way it-can—be-expressed; 1o, intheword=—
revoru sS of the sma oducer is expressed:

v(1) in tho words about his ousting and ruin by capitalism
Wo, tho_grglomriat. accuse capitalism of brfnging aboué

————

large-scale production through the ruin of the peasant.
Hence, the direct conclusion that i f the peasant graspsthe
inevitability of this process, he will “desert his own standpoint
and place himself at ours.”

(2)—in the words: “Insecurity of existence and unem-
ployment, the yoke of exploitation, and humiliation of every
kind are becoming the lot” (not only of the proletariat, but)
“of ever wider sections of the working population.” This
very formulation expresses the fact that the proletariat pro-
vides representation of the entiro working population, and
morcover a representation under which we urgoe (and compel)
all to desert their own standpoint and place themselves at
ours, and not vice versa—wo do not desert our own stand-
point, and we do not merge our class struggle with the strug-
gle of all sorts of weathercocks.

And the idea of representation is expressed in exactly .
the same way

(3)—in the words about the poverty and destitution of
the masses (the masses in general, and not the workers alone). |

Itisonly in such form that the party of the
revolutionary-class camrexpress the condi i i
ariness-of thoother classes, in order to lay beforo them 3
understanding of their destitution and the way to—re ’
tht destitution, and, in_i ¢ s declaration of war on capital-
it —to speak ot only in its own name, but i the mamo o
all tho “vacrty-stridanndmuL&w;Heﬁco it
follows that whoover accepts this doctrine must join us. It
would be simply ridiculous for us to mako a special point
of this in the programme and declare that if certain unreli-
ablo clements adopt our standpoint thoy too will bo rovolu-
tionary! That would bo tho best way to destroy faith in us
precisely among thoso half-hearted and flabby allies who, as

it is, lack faith in us.™
- Ibid p @52-53

5. What 1s the correct st
style of a Party Program?
What 1s the relationship of principlgs toggagéics?

he\\fighting proletariat learns what

Capitalism is, not from ac‘\\ic ic definitions (as one learns from
textbooks), but from practical acquaintance with the contra-
dictions of capitalism, with the development of society and its
consequences. And in our programme_we must define this
wm;xs_,g_ri_eﬂy and graphically as
possible—that _matters are _proceeding in_a certain way.
~Wo should leave to commentaries all explanations of why
fhings are proceeding in just this way and no other, and-all’
details of the forms in which the basic tendencies find expres-—

Sion. As to what capitalism is—that will of ifself follow from
sur definition of exactly how matters stand|(resp.* are pro-
ceeding). | _ = Ioid p .39

) ‘
Lrve cannot and should not (ract

A t_and shoule choose tho t ab
[ ﬁ%‘ - 10t cl _the most abstract
ormulations, for what we are writing is not an article direct-

g(ii"ta;zﬂﬁ&*;he (er;tics' but the programme of a militant
arty, which makes its gppeal t TP i T P
craftsmen aflflvaEsa'f{@%p-’ o the masses _of handi-

Ibid p Q44

’I_llgmlg;gmme should ledve the question
of means open, allowing the chioice of means to the mili-
fant organisations and To Party con osses that determine
the faclics of the Party. Questions of tactics, however, can
hardly be introduced into the programme (with the excep-
tion of the most important questions, questions of principle,
such as our attitude to other fighters against the autocracy).
Questions of tactics will be discussed by the Party newspaper
as thcyﬁ;gise and will be eventually decided at Party con-

gresses V. Lenin 1899 p 238

A DRAFT PROGRAM OF OUR PARTY
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6. What is the relationship of the " practical' section
of the Program i.e. agitational demands, to specific

agitational situations?

. .{This section of the programme must
(in conjunction with the preceding section) provide the bas-
jc, guiding principles for agitation, without in any way,
of course. hindering agitators in this or that loculity, branch

of production, factory, etc., from putting forward demands
in a somewhat modified form, demands that are more con-
crete or more specific. In drawing up this section of the pro-
gramme, we should strive, therefore, to avoid two extremes—
on the one hand, we must not omit any one of the main,
basic demands that hold great significance for the entire
working class; on the other, we must not go into minute
particulars with which it would hardly be rational to load
the programme.-

Ibid. 240-41




A KEY SECTION OF THE PARTY PROGRAM:
THE XTREEEXEXKEXX UNITED FRONT AGAINST FASCISM AS THE
STRETEGIC VEHICLE OF PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

1. What is fascism, and how does it develop?

" With the outbreak of the present most profound economic crisis,
the sharp accentuation of the general crisis of capatlism and

the revolutiondzation of the tolling masses, fascism has
embarked upon a wide offensive. The ruling bourgouise 1is

more and more seeking faszt salvation in fascism, with the
object of instituting exceptional predatory measures against

the toilers, preparing for an imperalist war of plunder,
attacking the Soviet Union, enslaving and partioning China, and
by all thses means preventing revolution.

Imperalist circles are endeavorling to place the whole burden
of the crisis on the backs of the toilers. THAT IS WHY THEY
NEED FASCISM.

ar
They are trying to slove the pé&oblem of markets by ensk¥ving
the week nations, by intensifying colonial oppression and
repartioning the world anew by means of war. THAT IS WHY
THEY NEED FASCISM.

They are trying to forstall the growth of the forces of
revolution by smashing the revolutionary movement of the
workersand peasants and by undertaking a military attack against
the Soviet Union - the bulwark of the world proletariate.

THAT IS WHY THEY NEED FASCISM.

In a number of countries, Germany in particular, these
imperalist circles have succeeded, before the masses have
decisively turned towards revolution, in inflicting defeat
on the proletariate and establishing a fascist dictatorship.

But what is characteristic of the victory ofm fascism 1s the
fact that this viectory, on the one hand, bears witness to the
weakness of the proletariate, disorganized and paralized by the
disruptive Social-Democratic policy of class collaboration
with the bourgouise, and on the other, expresses the weakness
of the bourgouise itself, afraid of the reallzation of a united
struggle of the working class, afarid of revolution, and no
longer in a position to maintain its dictatorship over the
masses by the old methods of bourgouise democracy and
parliamentarism.

THE UNITED FRONT ABAINST FASCISM
. Dimitroff 1935

p 5-6

" . ..fascism in power is THE OPEN TERRORIST DICTATORSHIP
OF THE MOST REACTIONARY, MOST CHAUVINISTIC AND MOST IMPERALIST
ELEMENTS OF FINANCE CAPITAL.

Ibid p.7

"mascism in not a form of state power "standing above both
classes - the proletariate and the bourgouise; as Otto

Bauer for instance, has asserted. It is not " the revolt

of the petty bourgouise which has captured the ma chinery

of the State" as the British Socialist Brailsford declares.

No, fascism in not the super class government, nor government

of the petty bourgouise or the lumpenproletariate over

finance captial. Fascism is the power of finance capital itself.
It is the organization of tkx terrorist vengeance against the
working class and the revolutionarym section of the peasantry

‘'and intelligentsia. In forelgn policy, fascism is chauvinism

in its crudest form, fomenting the besital harted of bther
nations.

Thid P'7
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" The development of gascism, and the fasclst dictatorship itself,

assume different forms in different countries, according to

historical, social and economic conditions and to the national

pecullarities and the international position of thg given country."
Ibid p

In certian counries, principally those in which fasclsm does
not enjoy a broad mass ®k® basis and in whcih the struggle of
the various mamps groups within the camp of the fascist
bourgoulise itself is farily acute, fascism does not

immediately venture to abolish parliament, but allows okkex

the other bourgouise parties, as well as the Social-Democratic
perties, to retailn a certian degree of legality. In other
countries, where the ruling bourgouise fears an early outbreak
of revolution, fascism establishes its unrestricted political
monomly, either immediatly or by intensifying its reign of
terror against and persection of all competing parties and
gpaups. This does not m prevent fascism, when 1ts position becomes
particularty acute, from endeavoring to extend 1its basls

and withour altering its class nature, comblning open terrorist
dictatorship with a crude sham of parliamentarism.”

Ibid p 8

" The accesslon to power of fascism 1s not an ordinary succession
of one bourgouise governemt by anoterh, but a subsitution

of one state form of clasg domination of the bourgoulse -
bourgouise democracy - of another form - open terrorist
dictatorship. It would be 2 serious mistake to ignore this
disctinection, a mistake which would prevent the revolutionary
proletariate from mobilizing the broadest strata of the
toilers...for the struggle against the menance of the selzure

of power by the fascists, and from taking advantage of the
contradictions which exists in the camp of the bourgoulse itself."

Ibid p. 8

But it is a mistake no less serious and dangerious to
underrate the improtance, in establishing the fascist
dictatorship, of the REACTIONARY MEASURES OF THE BOURGOUISE
WHICH ARE AT PRESENT BEING INCREASINGLY INITIATED IN
BOURGOUIS_DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES - measures which destroy the
democratic liberties of the toilers, falsify and curtail the
rights of parliment and intensify the repression of the
revoltionary movement.

Comrades, the sccession to power of fascism must not be
conceived of in so simplified and smooth a form, as though

some committee or another of finance capital decided on a
certian date to set up a fascist dictatorship. In reality,
fascism usually comes to pewer in the course of a mutual, and

at times severe, struggle against the old bourguoise parties, or
a definate section of these parties, in the course of a struggle
even within the fascist camp itself...before the estabishment

of a fascist dictatosship, bourgouise governemhts usually pass
through a number of preliminary stages and institute a number of
reactionary measures which directly facilitate the sccessiop

to power of fasclsm., Whoever does not fight agairskxRazrExx

the reactionary measures of the bourgouise and the growth of
fascism at these preparatory stages IS NOT IN A POSITION TO
PREVENT THE VICTORY OF FASCISM, BUT, ON THE CONTRARY,
FACILITATES THAT VICTORY."

Ibid p 9
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o, How and why does fascism find support among the masses?

"Faseism is able to attract the masses because it demagogically
appealy to thelr most uregent needs and demands. Fascism not
only inflames prejudices that are deeply 1lngrained in the
masses, but also palys on the better sentiments of the masses,
on their sense of justice( and sometimes even on themir
revolutionary traditions."

Ibid p 9-10

" Pascism aims at the mosH unbridled exploitation of the

messes, but it appeals to them with the most artful anti-
capatlist demagogy, taking advantage of the profound hatred enter-
tained by the toillers for the mx piratical bourgouise, the
banks, trusts and financial magnates, and advancing slogans
which at the given movment are the most alluring to the
politifally immature masses. In Germany "The general

welfare is higher than the welfare ofthe individual”f in Italy -
"our state is not a capatlist, but a corporate state"; in

Japan "For Japan- without exploitation"; in the United States-
"Share the Wealth'", and so forth.

Fasicsm delivers up the people to be devoured by the most
corrupt, most venal elements, but comes before them with

the demand for " an honest and incorruptible government.,"
Speculating the the profound disillusionment of the masses in
bourghoise-democratic governments, fascism hypocritically
dlnounces corruption...

Tt 1s in the interests of the most reactionary circles of the
bourgouise that fasclism intercepts the disapointed masses as
they leave the old bourgouise parties. But it impresses the
masses by the severity of its attacks on bourgouise governments
and its irreconcible attitude toward the old bourgoulse parties.”

11 o 0 M o I 6

"masicsm comes to power as the party of attack on the
revolutionary movement of the proletariate, on the masses
of people who are in a state of unrest; yet it stages 1its
accesslon to power as a " revolutionary" movement against
the bourgouise XEzEX on behalf of '"the whole nation” and
for the "salvation" of the nation. "

Ibid p 11

"mascism was able to come to power primarily because the
working class, owing to the policy of class collaboration

with the bourghuise pursued by the Social Democratic leaders,
PROVED TO BE SPLIT, POLITICALLY AND ORGANIZATIONALLY DISARMED,
in the face of the onslaught of the bourgouise. And the
Communist Parties, on the other hand were NOT STRONG ENOUGH

to be able, apart from and in the teeth of the Social-Democrats,
to rouse the masses and to lead the,m in a decisive struggle
against fascism.

Ibid p 16

Mizkakms 37#. What are the mistakes of Communist Parties
in the face of fascilsm?

" In our ranks there were people who intolerably under

3. Is the victory of a fascist offensive inevitable?

" Whether the victory of fascism can be prevented depends

inthe first palce on the militant activity displayed by the
working class itself, on whether its forces are welded into
a single militant army combating the offensive of capatlism
and fascism, Ibid p 22
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Second, it depends on the existance of a strong revolutionary
party, correctly leading the bedies struggle of the toilers
against fascism. A party which systematically calls on the
workers to retreat in the face ol rfascism and permits the
fascist bourgouise to strengthen its positions will inevitably
lead the workérs to defeat.

Thrid, it depends on whether a correct policy is persued by

the working class toward the peasantry and the petty bourgouis mass
masses of the towns. These masses must be taken as they are,

and not as we should like to have them. It is only é&n

the process of the struggle that they will overcome their

doubts and vacillations. It is only provided we adopt

a patient attitude toward their inevitable vacillations, 1t

is only with the political help of the proletariate, that they

will be able to x#sEx rise to a higher level of revolutionary
consciousness and activity.

Fourth, it depends on wheter the revolutionary proletariate

excercises vigilance and takes action at the proper time.

It must not allow fascism to catch 1t unawares, it must

not surrender the initiative to fascism, it must inflict

decisive blows on the latter before it can gather its forces,

it must not allow fasclsm to consolidate its position.....
Ibid 22-23

L, What is the relationship between a United Front Against
Fascism and a world anti-imperalist united front?

Since fascism iB the offensive and rule of the most
terrorist of the imperalists, brought about by cirsis
in world markets, and the attempt to put the crisils

on the backs of the wkrking class of its own country
and the oppressed countries and nations, a united

front against fascist in thexmx Imperalsit countries
is objectively in support of the oppressed countries
and nations, and objectively a part of the world united
front against imperalism.

fhe united front against fascism, correctly organized,
is the specific national form of the world united front
against imperalism.
" ...a powerful united front of the proletariate would
exert tremendous influence on all other strata of the toiling peopl
on the peasantry, on the urban petty-bourgouise, the
intellegensia. ... But even this is not all. The proletariate
of the imperalist countries has possible allies not only in'
the toilers of its own countries but also in the OPPRESSED
NATIONS OF THE COLONIES AND SEMI-COLONIES, X¥&kSx Inasmuch
as the proletariate is split ( this refers to Social-Democrats
of the time or clase collaborationsts reformers, trade unionists
etc of this eral} vps) both nationally and internationally,
inasmuch as one of its part supports the policy of class
colaboration with the bourgouise, in particular its system of
oppression ar in the colonies and semi-coldnies, this alienates
from the working class the oppressed peoples of the colonies and
semi-colonies add weakens the world anti-imperlaist front.
Every step on the road to unity of action, directed toward
the support of the struggle for the liberation of the
colonial peoples on the part of the proletariate of the
imperalsit countries, denotes the transformation of the
colonies and semi-colonies into one of the most important reserves
of the world propetariate.

Ibid 28-29
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5.What is the content of the United Fornt?

" The defense of the immediate economic and political interests
of the working class, the defense of the working class against
fascism, must form the STARTING POINT and MAIN CONTENT of

the united front in all capatlist countries.

We must not confine ourselves to bare appeals to struggle
for the proletarian dictatorship, but must also find and
advance those slogans and forms of struggle which arise out
of the vital needs of the masses, and are commensurate with
their fighting capacity at the given stage of development...

We must strive to establish the widest united front with the
aid of gkmx joint action by workers organizations of
different trends for the defense of the vital needs of the
masses, This means:

FIRST, joint struggle really to shift the burden of the
consequences of the crisis on to the shoulders of the
ruling classes, the shoulders of the capatlists....

SBCOND, joint struggle against all forms of the fascist
offensive, in defense of the gains and rights of the
toilers, against the liquidation of bourgouism-democratic
liberties. '

THIRD, Joint struggle against the approaching danger of imperalsit
war, a struggle that will impede the preperations for such a war...

As the movement grows and the unity of the working class
strengthens, we must go further, and prepare the transistion
FROM THE DEFENSIVE TO THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST CAPITAL, steering
towards the ORGANIZATION OF A MASS POLITICAL STRIKE.

Ibid 33-34

6. How will the united front prepare the dictatorship of
the proletariate?

As the united front is organized it will provide the

vehicle for gmirk unity of action within the proletariate.
"Communists and all revolutionary workers must strive for

the formation of elective non-partisan bodies of the united

front at factories, among the unemployed, in the working class
districts, among the small townsmen and in the villages. Only
such bodies will be able to embrace the united front movement the
vast masses of unorganized toilers as well, will be able to assist
in developing the initiative of the masses in the struggle
against the offensive of capltal...on this basis to create

the necessary broad active rank and file of the united front,
the training of hundreds and thousands of non-Party Bolsheviks

in the capatlist countries. " Ibid 35-36

Joint action of the organized and unorganized, will be the
basis of the united front from below. Such revolutionary
proletarian forces will be in a position to win the

vast majority away from the political influence of the
class-colaboranist trade union eppertunists and modern
revisionists. The united front from below will not be

a shngle neat obganization mf or coalition. It will

take the form of a variety of groups like RUMs in the
plants, progressive co-operatives like 3/3, orgnaizations
of students, women, unemployed, unorganized workers, etc.
FAREXARKAZREXNAXh zuxnydirzkid

'"These forms may include... co-ordinated joint action of
the workers to be agreed upon from case to case on
definlte occasions, on individual demands or on the basis
of a common platform; co-ordinated actions (between

different trends) in individual enterprises or by whole
industries; co-ordinated actions on a aecal, regional,

national or international scale...for the organization of

the economic struggle... mass political actions...self-defense
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against fascist attacks..defense of the interests of the
youth and women...in the field of Ehe co-operative movement,
cultural activity, sports, etc.

Ibid p 35

Hence the united front will provide the vehicle for

the development of the unity of the class, the training

of non-party and Party Bolsheivks, 1t will be transistional
form from the defensive to offensive proletarian struggle.

"Why did Lenin attribute such exceptionally great importance

to the form of transition to the proletarian revolution?

Because he bore in mind " the fundamental law of all great
revolutions! the law that for the masses agitation and propaganda
alone cannot take the place of their own political experience,
when it 1s a question of attracting really brodad masses of the
tollers to the side of the revolutionary vanguard, without

which a victorious struggle for power is impossible. It 1is

a common mistake of a Leftist character to imagine that as soon
as a political (or revolutionary) crisis arises, 1t is

enough for the Communist leaders to throw out the slogan of
revolutionary insurrection, and the broad masses will

follow them. No, even in such a crisis the masses are far

from always being ready to do so...To help the MILLIONS to

master as raplidly as possible, through thelr own experience, what
they have to do, where to find a radieal solution, what party

is worthy of their confidence -- kkmBethese among others

arethe purposes for which both transitional slogans and

special "forms of transitlon or approach to the proletarian
revolution" are necessary." Tbid 75
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