. THESES ON THE FUNDAMENTAL TASKS
OF TIHE SECOND CONGRESS
OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

@The present stage in the development of the interna-
tional communist movement is marked by the fact that
tho finest representatives of the revolutionary proletariat
in all capitalist countries have fully grasped the fundamen-
tal printiples of the Coixmunist International, viz., dicta-
torship of the proletariat and Soviet power, and have ranged
themselves with unbounded enthusiasm on the side of the
Communist International. An even bigger and more im-
portant step forward is the definite sympathy with these
fundamental principles that has everywhere taken shape
among the broadest masses, not only of the urban prole-
tariat, but of the advanced section of the rural workers as
well.

On the other hand, two errors, or failings, are to be
observed in the very rapidly growing international communist
movement. One, which is very grave and constitutes an

immense and immediate danger to the success of the cause . .

of proletarian emancipation, is that a section of the old
leaders and of the old parties of the Second International—
some yielding half-unconsciously to the wishes and pres-
sure of tho masses, and some deliberately deceiving the
masses in order to retain their function of agents and
assistants of the bourgeoisie within the working-class move-
ment—declare their qualified or even unqualified adher-
enco to the Third International, while actually remaining
in all their practical party and political work, on the level
of tho Sccond International. Such a stato of aflairs is
absolutely intolerable, becauso it leads to downright

.
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corruption of tho masses, detracts from the Third Inter-
national’s prestige, and threatens a repetition of the samo
acts of treachery as were perpetrated by the Ilungarian
Social-Democrats, who so hastily assumed the title of Com-
munists. The other crror, which is far less significant and
is more in the nature of growing pains of e movement,
consists in a tendency towards “Leftism” whicl resulls
in a wrong appraisal of the role and tho tasks of the party
with regard to the class and the masses, and & wrong
attitude towards the revolutionary Communists’ obligation

~ to work in bourgeois parliaments and reactionary trade

unions,

Communists are in duly hound, not to gloss over shorl-|
comings in their movement, but, to criticise them openly
80 as to remedy them the more ‘speedily and radically,
For this purpose it is necessaryi firgt, to define as ‘con-
cretely as possible, particularly on the basis of the practical
expericnce already acquired, the content of *he concepls
“dictatorship of the proletariat” and “Sovict power”;

» second, to specify the precise content of the immediate and
aLn

syslematic preparatory work to be carried on in all coun-
tries so as to give clfect to these slogans; and third, to spece-
ify the methods and means of rectifying the }aull,s‘. in our!
movement.

I
THE ESSENCE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT
AND OF SOVIET POWER

The victory of socialism (as the first siage of com-
munism) over capitalism requires that the proletariat, as
the only really revolutionary class, shall accomplish the
following three tasks. First-—overthrow the exploiters, and
first and foremost the bourgeoisie, as thieir principal cco-
nomic and political representative; utterly rout them: crush
their resistance; absolutely preclude any atteinpt on their

- part to restore the yoke of capital and wage-slavery. Sccond

—win over and bring under the leadership of the Commu-

. nist Party, the revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat,

not only the entire prolctariat, or its vast majority, but
all who labour and are exploited by capital; educate,
organiso, train and discipline them in the actual course of
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a supremely bold and ruthlessly firm struggle against the
exploiters; wrest this vast majority of the population in all
the capitalist countries from dependence on the bourgeoisie;
imbue it, through its own practical experience, with con-
fidence in the leading role of the proletariat and of its
revolutionary v.m"lmrd Third—neutralise, or render harm-
less, tho inevitablo vacillation between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat, between bourgeois democracy and So-
viet power, to be scen in the class of petty propnetors in
agrieulture, industry and commerce—a class which is still
fairly numerous in nearly all advanced countries, although
comprising only a minority of the population—as well

* as in the stratum of intellectuals, salary earners, otc., which
corresponds to this class.

The first and sccond tasks are independent ones, each
requiring its own special methods of action with regard to
the exploiters and to the exploited respectively. The third
task follows from the first two, and merely requires a skil-
ful, timely and flexible combination of methods of the first
and second type, depending on the specific circumstances
in onch separate instance of vacillation.

In the concrete situation created throughout the world,
an(T above all in the most advanced, p()\wrful (‘nlnghtonod
and free capitalist countries, by xnlxlanqm imperialism,
the oppression of colonies and wealk countries, the world-
wide imperialist butchery and the “Peace” of Versailles—
in that situation the very idea of the capitalists peacefully

- submitting to the will of the majority of the exploited,
the very idea of a peaceful, reformist transition to social-
ism, is not merely sheer philistine stupidity but also down-
right deception of the workers, embellishment of capital-
ist wage-slavery, and concealment of the truth. That truth
consists in_the hourgeoisie, even the most_enlightened and |
dempocratic, 1no lnngtr hesitating at_any frand or_crime,
even the massacre of millions of workers and peasants, g0
as to preserve private ownership of the means of prmlnrtmn
Only the forcible _overtlirow ol the Ill)l)!‘,(l“)l\ll‘, the con-
fiscation of its property, the Jestruction of the entiro bour-
geois sTale pparalus from top ty lmlium-—-purh;mwulnry.'
judicial, mihitary, hurcaueratic, admimistrative, municipal,
ete.—right down to the wholesale deportation ar internment

G—




THESES ON COMINTERN T'UNDAMENTATL TASKS 187

of the most dangerous and stubborn exploiters and the
institufion ol “&lri¢ C_surveillaned 6Ver tliom <o “as_to foil
their Tuevilable aftempts to resist_and_to_restore capitalist
slaveiy—only Such measures can ensure real subinission of
the Whole class oI exploiters, 7 T

On e other "hand, the idea, common among the old
parties and the old leaders of the Second International,
that the majority of the exploited toilers can achieve com-
plete clarity of socialist consciousness and firm socialist
convictions and character under capitalist. slavery, under
the yoke of the bourgeoisic (which assumes an infinite
variety of forms that become more subtle and at the samo
time more brutal and ruthless the higher the enltural level
in a given capitalist country)’is also idealisation of capital-
ism and of bourgeois democracy, as well as deception
of the workers. In fact, it is only after the vanguard of
the proletariat, supported by the whole or the majorily of
* this, the only revolutionary class, overthrows the exploil-
ers, suppresses them, emancipates the exploited from their
state of slavery and immediately improves their conditions
of life at the expense of the expropriated capitalists—it is
only after this, and only in the actual process of an atule

class struggle, that ihe inasses of (] » _Loilers and_exploited

Hi> ST 2% 23
canjﬁ__od,nqalod,7?9in_od and organised_around the proletar-
iat, under whose influence and ;;ui«];ulcé;vthgymc.j)__r!”g(‘:l, rid
of the_§’o_]ﬁ_s_hpcss—,-’(li.iq_ljj‘t.y, vic(\s__nnd_wmnkﬁmlﬁg@_<}ng(~_m!(\r0d
by__ﬁf_i,\'_@_t_g_,p_.rpp(_\.rty; only then will they Lo converted into
a_free union of free workers.

4)\’ictory over capitalism calls for proper relations

between the leading (Communist) party, the revolutionary .

class (the proletariat) and the masses, i.e., the entire body
of the toilers and the exploited. Only the Communist Party,
if it is really the vanguard of the revolutionary class, if
it really comprises all the finest representatives of that
class, if it consists of fully conscious and staunch Commu-
nists who have been educated and steoled by the experience
of a persistent revolutionary struggle, and if it has succeed-
ed in linking itsclf inseparably with the whole life of its
class and, through it, with the whole mass of the exploited,
and in complotely winning the confidenco of this class and
this mass—only such a party is capablo of leading the

e
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proletariat in a final, most ruthless and decisive struggle
against all the forces of capitalism. On the other hand,
it is only under the leadership of such a party that tho
proletariat is capable of displaying tho full might of its
revolutionary onslaught, and of overcoming the inevitable
apathy and occasional resistance of that- small minority,
the labour aristocracy, who have been corrupted by capital-
ism, the old trade union and co-operative leaders, etc.—only
then will it bo capable of displaying its full might, which,
because of the very economic structure of capitalist socicty,
is infinilely greater than its proportion of the population.
Finally, it is only after they have been really emancipatod
from the yolke of tho hourgeoisic and of the bourgeois machin-
ery of state, only after they have found an opportun-
ity of organising in their Soviets in a really freo way (free
from the exploiters), that the masses, i.c., the toilers and
exploited as a body, can display, for the first time in his-
tory, all tho initiative and encrgy of tens of millions of
people Who have been crushed by capitalism. Qnly wlen
the Soviets have become the sole slate apparatus_isit really
possible to ensure (e participation, in_the work of adminis-
tration, ol the entire mass of the exploited, who, even undor
the most enlightened and freest_hourgeois democracy, have
alyays actunllv Deen excluded 99 per cent from participa-
tion in tho worl of administration. 118 only in the Soviets
that the exploited masses really begin to learn—not in
books, but from their own practical experience—tho work
of socialist construction, of creating a new social discipline
and a free union of free workers.

1T

WHAT IMMEDIATE AND UNIVERSAL PREPARATION
FOR TIIE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT SHOULD
CONSIST IN

The present stago in the development of the interna-
tional communist movement is marked by the fact that in
the vast majority of cavitalist conuptries, the proletariat's
preparations to eivet jixdictatorship have not been complet-
ed, and, 1 many cases, have not even heen systematically
Sy @D
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begum, From  this. it does not, however, follow that the
prolelarian revolution is impossible in  the immediate
future; it is perfectly possible, sinco the entire cconomic and
political situation is most inflammable and abounds in
causes of a sudden flare-up; the other condition for revo-
lution, apart from tho proletariat’s prepagedness, viz,,
a general state of crisis in all the ruling and in all bhourgeois
parties, also exists. ITowever, it does follow that the Commun-

g : bbb B AR L, {
- 18t J)__:\ILL(.S’ current_ task cnnswl:;_)u__»_(.ﬂ_;_r_l\_:\(:m:lvmlmg the

revolution, buf_in intensifying the preparation of the pro-

letariat. On the other Tand, Uhe Tacls cited above Trom

AlG listory of many sacialist partics mako it incumbent on
-us to see that “recognition” of the dictatorship of the pro-

“tariat for the conquest of political power—political power,

letariat shall not remain a mero matter of words.

Hence, from the point of view of the inteenational proler
tarian movement, it_is_the Communist parties’ principa
task at_the present moment (o unite thescattered Conmu
nist forges, to {orm a single Communist Parly in every cmmJ
try (or to reinforce or renovate the already existing Party
1 order to increase tenfold the work of preparing the prole-

moreover, in the form of the diclatorship of the proletariat.
The ordinary socialist work conducted by groups and
parties which recognise the dictatorship of the proletariat
has by no means undergone that fundamental reorganisa-
tion, that fundamental renovation, which is  cesential
before this work can be considered communist work and ade-
quate to the tasks to bo accomplished on the eve of prole-
tavian dictatorship.

0.0 Tho proletariat’s conquest of political power does
not put a stop to its class strugglo against the bourgeoisie;
on the contrary, it renders that struggle most widespread,
intense and ruthless. Owing to the exlremo intensification
of the struggle all groups, partics and leaders in the work-
ing-class movement who have fully or partly adopted the
stand of reformism, of the “Centre”, cte., incvilably side
with the bourgcoisie or join the waverers, or else (what is

‘the most dangerous of all) land in the ranks of the unreliable

friends of the victorious proletariat. Hence, thepnl'al,ion
for_the dictatorship of the proletariat calls, no “only for

7 snn e, B R R -—— s You
.an unlensification ol tho strugolo against reformist and
il sk a
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“Centrist” tendencies, but also for a_change in the character
“of That struggle. The struegle cannot he restricf ed 10 explain-
ing UiT eitoncousness o fthese tendencies; it must unswery-
ingly aind TN less Ty éx posd iy _Teader_of the working-
class_moxement who_reveals such tendencies; for otfierwiso
the proletariat cannot know who it_will march with into
the_dccisive sirugele against ihe bourgeaisio. This slruggle
is such that at any monien{ i nidy—and actually docs,
as experience has shown—substitute criticism with weap-
ons for the weapon of criticism.®® Any inconsistency or,

weakness in_exposing_those_who show_themselves to bel
n_ex gthose_who_ sho lemseives | ,

reformists _or__“Centrists” n)_gz_lyf___ili_r_qgﬁvi__il__l_cronsing tho
danger of the_power of the proletariat | _pi;ng_{ij{?ﬂﬁ_ﬁ)\vxx by
the bourgeoisie, which tomorrow will utilise for the_counter-
revolution_that which short-sighted peopld today see merely
as_“theoretical_dillerence”.

In particular, we must not restrict oursclves to the
usual repudiation, in principle, of all collaboration between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, of all “collaboration-
ism”. Under tho dictatorship of the proletariat, which
will never be able, at one stroke, to abolish private prop-
erty completely, mere defenco of “liberty” and “cqual-
ity”, while private ownership of the means of production
is preserved, turns into “collaboration” with the bourgeoi-
sie, and undermines the rule of the working class. The
dictatorship of the proletariat means that the state uses
its whole machinery_of powcr to uphold and perpetuate
“no-filierty ™ for the exploitors 10 continue their opprsssion

e b T e T e et et
and exploitation, “Tnequality" " Detween {the owner ol prop-
PRt S SO I R s e e SR .

erty (i.e., one who Tras appropriated” Tor TiimselT certain
means of production created by social labour) and the
non-owner. That which, prior to the victory of the prole-
lariat, scems merely a theoretical dilicrence on the question.
of “democragy”™ inevitably becomes, on_the day_following
victory, a_question that 15 settled by for¢e of arms. Conse-
quently, ‘even preliminary work Jn preparing tho masses
to cffect the dictatorship of the proletariat is impossible
without a radical change in the entire character of the
strugglo agaiust the “Centrists” and the “champions of
democracy .

The dictutorship of the proletariat is tho most deter-
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mined and revolutionary form of the proletarial’s e¢lass
struggle against the bourgeoisie. This struggle can be sug-
cessful only when the most revolutionary vanguard of the
proletariat has the backing of the overwhelmine majority
of the proletariat. Ilence, pl_"vp.'\ruvlv,i_m_lwfy,r*!l,l_(\._»_din,:ttnrshil
of the proletariat entails not_only explanation of the bour-
geois characler of all_reformism, of all defence of democracy,
whil¢_private ownership _of the means of produclion s
preserved; it _entails; nol_only exposure of such trcnds,
whicliare in Tact a defenco of the_Tourgeoisic within the
labour movement; 1T also calls for old Teaders being replaced
by Conmimunists in prolctarian _organisalions_of absolutely
Ow‘egy.iyl)c—ll(&*ggﬂ[)' political, but also trade union, co-
operative, educational, ete. The more complete, [engthy
and firmly “established the rule of bourgeois democracy
has been in a given country, the more the bourecoisio will
have succeeded in sccuring the appointment to such leading
posts of people whose minds have been moulded by it and
Aimbued with its views and prejudices, and who have very
often heen direetly or indirectly hought by it. These repre-
sentatives of the labour aristocracy, bourgeoisified workers,
should be ousted from all their posts a hundred times moro
sweepingly than hitherto, and replaced by workers—even
by wholly inexperienced men, provided they are connected
with the exploited masses and cnjoy their confidence in
the struggle against the exploiters. The dictatorship of
the proletariat will require the appointment of such inexpe-
ricnced workers to the most responsible posts in the state;
otherwise the workers’ government will be impotent and
will not have the support of the masscs.

CDThe dictatorship of the proletariat means that all
toiling and exploited people, who have been disunited,
deceived, intimidated, oppressed, downtrodden  and
crushed by the capitalist class, come under the full leadership
of the only class trained for that leadership by the whole
history of capitalism. That is why tho following is one of
the methods whereby preparations for the dictatorship
of the proletariat should be started everywhere and immne-
diately:

In all organisations, unions and associations without
exception, and first and foremost in proletarian organi-
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sabigns, butl also in those_of the non prolefarian toiling
and__exploiled _;H‘I\\c {(political, Clrado —‘_l-;l—l’u-n, M itary,
co-operative, cducn alional, sporls, cte., cle. )y groups or
cells of Commumisis should be formed—preferably open
groups, but underground groups as well, the latter being
essential whenever there is reason to expect their suppres-
sion, or the arrest or banishment of their members on the
part of the hourgeoisie; these cells, which are to be in close
touch with one another and with_the Party centre, should,
by pooling their experience, carrying on work of agitation,
propaganda and organisation, adapting thom%lves “to abso-
lutely every «phcno of publlc leo and to every vauety and
category of Ttho toiling “masses, systematically  educate
themselves, the P any tlm class, ‘and the masses, by. means
of “such’ (hvmwﬁu! wmk.

“In"this connection, it is of tho utmost importance that
necessary dlstmctlons between the methods of work should
be evolved in practice: on the one hand, in relation to
the “leaders”, or “responsible representatives”, who are
very often hopelessly beset with petty-bourgeois and impe-
rialist prejudices—such “leaders” must be ruthlessly exposed
and expelled from the working-class movement—and,
on the other hand, in relation to the masses, who, partic-
ularly after the imperialist holocaust, are for the most
part inclined to listen to and accept the doctrine that the
cguidance from the proletariat is essential, as the only way
of escape from capitalist stavery. We must learn to approach
the masses with particular patience and caulion=so_as to be
able To understand The disTinelive Teatures_in, t]w_m(,nmhty
of (‘.1(]\ stratum, calling, ele., Qf th‘v:: masses,

1',) T par Llull.n quo is a group or cell of C“mmumsts
that deserves exceptional attention and care from the Party,
i.e., the parliamentary group of Parly members, who are
deputies to bourgeois representative institutions (primarily
the national, but also local, municipal, ecte., representative
institutions). On the one hand, it is this tribune which is
held in particular regard by large sections of tho toiling
masses, who are backward or imbued with petty-bourgeois
prejudices; it is thereforo imperative for Communists to
utiliso this tribuno to conduct propaganda, agitation and
organisational work and to explain to tho masses why tho
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dispersal of the bourgeois parlimment by  the national
congress of Soviets was legitimate in Russia {and, at (he
proper time, will be legitimale in any country). On the
other hand, the gntire history of hourgeois democracy,
pnrtigu_]‘:)__r‘{_l_y_hil_llvt‘lllgf_ﬁ'_{f«:(’\.‘;\;i.m-,g‘l Lconplries, has_converted_the
parliamentary vostrum “iilo one of the principal, il not the
principal, venues of unparaileled fraunduiency, financial
and_political decoplion_of the people, careerism, hypocrisy
and_oppression_of the working people. The intense hatred
of parliaments felt by the best representatives of the revo-
lutionary proletariat is therefore quite justified. The Com-
munist parties and all parties affiliated to the Third Inter-
national—especially those which have not arisen by split-
ting away from the old pacties and by waging a long and per-
sistent struggle against them, but through tho old parties
accepting (often nominally) the new stand—shounld therefore
adopt a most strict attitude towards their parliamentary
groups; the latter must be brought under the full control -
and direction of the Central Committees of the Partics;
they must consist, in the main, of revolutionary workers;
speeches by members of parliaunent should be carcfully
analysed in the Party press and at Party mectings, [rom
a strictly communist standpoint; deputies should he sent
to carry on agitational work among the masses; those who
manifest Second Infernational leanings should be expelled
from the parliamentary groups, cte.

11 One of the chicf causes hampering the revolulionary
working-class movement in the developed capitalist coun-
tries is the fact that because of their colonial possessions
and the super-profits gained by finance capital, ete., the
capitalists of these countries have been able to croale a
relatively larger and more stable labour aristoeracy, a sec-
tion which comprises a small minority of the working
class. This minority enjoys_better. terms. of _employment
and is_most_imbued _w ith " a_narrow-minded __craft_spirit
and with _petty-bourgeois and imperialist prejudices. 1t
forms_the real social, pillar of the Sccond [nternational,
of the reformists and the “Centrists”; at present it might
oven be called the social mainstay of tho bourgeoisie.
Nq_ preparation of the proletariat for the overthrow of the
bourgcoisic 1s possible, even in the preliminary sense,

13-670
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unless an_immediate, systematic, extensive _and  open

strucele is waced against s stradum, whicli, as experience
has alréady Tully <hown, will no_doubt provide the bourzeois
White guards_ willliany a recruit alter Uie victory ol the
prolctariat. AIl parties affiliated” to the Third Tilerna-
tional must at all costs give effect to the slogans: “Decper
into the thick of the masses”, “Closer links with the masses”
c—meaning by the masses all thosewho toil andare exploit-
ed by capital, particularly those who are Jeast organised
and cducated, who_are most_oppressed and least_amenable
to organisation,

1he proletariat becomes revolutionary only insofar as
it does not restrict itself to the narrow [ramework of eralt
interests, only when in all matters and spheres of public |
life, it acts as the leader of all tho toiling and exploited
masses; it canunot achicve its dictatorship unless it is pre-
pared and able to make the greatest sacrifices for the sake
of viclory over the bourgeoisie. In this respect, the expe-
rience of Russia is significant both in principle and in prac-
tice. The proletariat could not have achieved its dictatorship
there, or won the wuniversally acknowledged respeet and
confidence of all the toiling masses, had it not made the
most sacrifices, or starved more than any other section
of those masses at the most crucial moments of the onslaught,
war and blockade effected by the world bourgeoisie.

In particular, the Communist Party and all_advanced
proletarians_wust _give all-round and _unstinted support
es;nﬂnlb’ to the _._Siw_w_:)!;}_11_;;0_\15;7;11@_)1!i\ﬁi}ﬁi{?@lncnt,
which, under the_yoke_of_capital, is_alone capable of Teally
rousing, educaling_and _organising the masses, ol Tuiluing
fficm with complete confidence in the Teadership ol 1he rovo-
lutionary profetaciat. WilliouTsueh prcparation, no dicta-
torship of the proletariat is possible; those who are capable
of publicly opposing strikes, such as Kautsky in Germany
and Turati in Italy, cannot possibly be tolerated in the ranks
of partics affiliated to the Third International. This applies
even more, of course, to those trade union and parliamentary
leaders who so often betray the workers by using the expe-
rienco of strikes to teach them reformism, and not revelu-
tion (for instance, in Britain and in France in recent
years),
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123 In all countries, even in those that are freest, most
“Iegal”, and most “peaceflul™ in the sense that the el
struggle is least acute there, it is now_absolutely indis;
sable for every Communist Party to_systemal ically combii,
legal _and_llegal “work, legal and illegal organisations.
Notwithstanding thei= false and hypocritical deelarations,
the governments of even the most enlightened and freest
of countries, where the bourgeois-democratic system is
most “stable”, are alrcady systematically and secretly
drawing up blacklists of Communists and constantly
violating their own constitulions so as to give scerel or
semi-seeret  encouragement to the whiteguards and to the
murder of Comuuinists in all counteios, making seerel
preparations for the arrest of Communists, planting agents
provocateurs among the CGommunists, cle., cte. Only a
most reactionary philistine, no matter what cloak of fine
“democratic” and pacifist phrases he may don, will deny
this fact or the conclusion that of necessity fullows from if,
viz., that augu.l-(_]umm.unis_!;p_ug[_igf_,r_nvnft,”_i_mnu-(!_i:ltcl_\'
form__illegal_organisations for_the systematic condiet of

ilegal work and_for cmnph;\(vswlv_giel)_—;r_l";_nliuns for the moment
the_hotrgepisie_resorts Lo persecution. THegal ‘work is most
necessary in the army, the navy and the police because,
~since the imperialist holocaust, governments the world
over have begun to stand in dread of people’s armics which
are open_to the workers and peasauts, and are sccretly resort-
ing to all kinds of methods toset up military units specially
recraited from the bourgeoisie and equipped with the most
up-to-date weapons,

On the other hand, it is likewise necessary that, in all
cases without exception, the parties should not restrict
themselves to illegal work, but should conduct legal work
as well, overcoming all obstacles, starting legal publica-
tions, and forming legal organisations under the most
varied names, which should be frequently changed if neces-
sary. This is being practised by the illegal Communist
parties in Finland, IHungary, partly in Germany, Poland,
Latvia, ete. It should be practised by the Industrial Workers
of the World in the U.S.A. and by all Communist parties
at present legal, should public prosccutors sce fit to take
proceedings against them. on the grounds of resolutions

{54
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adopted by Congresses of the Conumunist International,
cle.

A combination of illegal and legal work is an absolute

principlo dictated, not only by all features of the present
period, that of the eve of tho proletarian dictatorship, but
also by thoe necessity of proving to the bourgeoisie that there
is not, nor can there be, any sphere of activity that cannot
be won by tho Commvinists; ahove all, it is dictated by the
fact that broad straia of the proletariat and oven broader
strata of the non-proletarian toiling and exploited masses
still exist everywhere, who continuo to believe in bourgeois-
democratic legality and whom we must undeceive without
fail,
@In particular, the conditions of the working-class
press in most advanced capitalist countries strikingly
reveal the utter fraudulency of liberty and equality under
bourgeois.demogracy, as well as the necessity of systemn-
atically combining legal work with illegal work. Both in
vanquished Germany and in victorious Awmerica, the entire
power of the bourgeoisie’s machinery of state and all the
machinations of the financial magnates are employed to
deprive the workers of their press, these including legal
proceedings, the arrest (or murder by hired assassins) of
editors, denial of mailing privileges, the cutting off of paper
supplies, and so on and so forth. Besides, the news services
essential to daily newspapers are run by bourgeois telegraph
agencies, while advertisements, without which a large
newspaper cannot pay its way, depend on the “good will”
of tho capitalists. To sum up: through skulduggery and
the pressuro of capital and the bourgeois state, the bour-
gooisio is depriving the revolutionary proletariat of its
press.

To combat this, the Communist_partics must create a
new type of periodical press for mass.distribution _among
tho workers: f{irst, legal publications, - which, without
calTing _themselves communist and without publicising
thejr Jinks with the "Party, must learn to make use of any
legal opportunity, however slight, just as the Bolsheviks
did under tho tsar, after 1905; sgcopdly, illegal leaflets,
even tho briofest and published at irregular intervals, but
reprinted at numerous printshops by workers (sccretly,
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or, if the movement has become strong enough, by the
revolutionary seizure of printshops), and providing the
proletariat with outspoken revolutionary information and
revolutionary slogans.

Preparations for the dictatorship of tho proletariat is
impossible without a revolutionary struggle, into which -
the masses are drawn, for the frecdom of the communist
press.

7 190
RECTIFICATION OF TIE POLITICAL LINE—PARTLY
ALSO OF THE COMPOSITION—OF PARTIES
AFFILIATED ORY DUSIRING TO AFFILIATE
TO THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

@)The measure in which the proletariat in countries
most important from the viewpoint of world ecconomics
and politics is prepared to establish its dictatorship can be
scen with the greatest objectivity and precision in the fact
that the most influential parties of the Second Interna-
tional, viz., the IFrench Socialist Party, the Independent
Social-Democratic Party of Germany, the Independent
Labour Party of Great Britain and the Socialist Parly of
America,®® have withdrawn from this yellow Interna-
tional, and have decided—the first three conditionally, the
latter cven unconditionally—to affiliate to the Third In-
ternational. This_proves_that not _only the vanguard of
the rovohxtmnnry pmlonrnt “but its” majority too_have
begun to come ()\vr to_our side, convinced by (he entire
course of events.” The main thmrr now is the .lnllll,y to
consummate this process and to consolidate firinly in point
of organisation what has heen achieved, so as to advance
al nlong the line, without the slightest wavering.

All the activities of the parties mentioned (to which
should be added the Socialist Party of Switzerland,®® if
the telegraph reports of its decision to join the Third Inter-
national aroe truc) show—as any periodical of these partices
will strikingly confirm—that they are not yet communist,
and quito often run directly counter to tho fnndunontal
pnncxplcs of tho Third International, viz., thwngmlmn

e e Ll
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of the dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet government
in place, of bhonrgeois demaocracy.

Accordingly, the Sccond Congress of the Communist
Internztional must resolve that it cannot immediately
‘accept the affiliation of these parties; that it endorses the
repiv given by the Bxecutive Committee of the Third
In.crnational to the German “Independents”®; that it
confirms its readiness to conduct negotiations with any
party that withdraws from the Second International and
dasires to enter into closer relations with the Third Interna-
tional; that it will admit the delegates of such parties in
a deliberative capacity to all its congresses and conferences;
that it sets tho following conditions for the complete ad-
hesion of these (and similar), parties with the Communist
International:

1) A1l decisions of all Congresses of the Communist
International and of its Ixecutive Committee to be pub-
lished in all the periodicals of the parties concerned;

2) Theso decisions to be discussed at special meetings
of all sections or local organisations of the parties;

3) After such discussion, special congresses of the parties
to be convened to sum up the results, and for the purpose
of—

4) Purging the parties of elements that continue to act
in the spirit of tho Second International;

5) All periodical publications of the parties to be placed
under exclusively Communist editorship.

The Sccond Congress of the Third International should
instruct its Executive Committee formally to aceept theso
and similar parties into the Third International after
ascertaining that all these conditions have actually been
met and that the activities of the parties have assumed
a communist character. S

As to the question of the conduct of Communists
now holding a minotity of the responsible posts in these
and similar partics, the Second Congress of the Communist
International should resolve that, in view of the obvious
growth of sincere sympathy for communism among working-
men belonging to these parties, it would be undesirablo
for Communists to resign from thoe latter, as long as thoy
can carry on work within thom for the recognition of tho
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dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet government,
and as long as it is possible to criticise the opportunists
and Centrists who still remain in these pacties.

At the same time, the Second Congress of the Third
International should declare in favour of Conmmunist groups
and organisations, or groups and organisations sympathis-
ing with communism, joining the Labour Party in Great
Britain, despite its membership in the Scecond International.
As long as this party casuves its affiliated organisations
their present freedom of criticism aund freedom to carry on
work of propaganda, agitation and organisation in favour
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet government,
and as long.as this party preserves the character of a fed-
eration of all trade union organisations of the working |
class, it is _imperative for Communists to do everything
and to make certain_compromises in_ordee Ta7he able to
exercise their_influence on the broadest masses of the work-
ers, to expose their opportunist leaders from a Tigher trib-
une, that is in fuller view of the masses, and to hasten
the transfer of political power from the dircct representa-
tives of the bourgeoisie to the “labour licutenants of the
capitalist class”, so that the masses may be more quickly
weaned away from their last illusions on this score.
1D Concerning the Socialist Party of Italy, the Second
Congress of the Third International considers that the
criticism of that party and the practical proposals submit-
ted to the National Council of tho Socialist Parly of Ttaly
in the name of the party’s Turin scction,®® as set forth in
L’Ordine Nuovo of May 8, 1920, are in the main correct
and are fully in keeping with the fundamental principles
of the Third International.

Accordingly, the Second Congress of the Third Interna-
tional requests the Socialist Pacty of Italy to convene a
special congress to discuss these proposals and also all the
decisions of the two Congresses of the Communist Interna-
tional for tho purpose of rectifying the party’s line and of
purging it, particularly its parliamentary group, of non-
Communist clements.

Tho Sccond Congress of the Third International
considers erroncous the views on tho Party’s relation to
the class and to the masses, and tho view that it is not

.
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obligatory for Communist parties to participate in hourgeois
parliaments and in reactionary trade unions. These views
have been refuted in detail in special decisions of the
present Congress, and advocated most fully by the Commu-
nist Workers’ Party of Germany, and partly by the Communist
Party of Switzerland®, by Kommunismus, organ of the
East-Furopean Secretariat of the Communist International
in Vienna, by the now dissolved secretariat in Amsterdam,
by several Dutch comrades, by several Communist organi-
sations in Great Britain, as, for example, the Workers'
Socialist Federation, ete., and also by the Industrial Work-
ers of the World in the U.S.A. and the Shop Stewards’
Committees in Great Britain, cotc.

Nevertheless, the Second Congress of the Third Interna-
tional considers it possible and desirable that those of
the above-mentioned organisations which have not yet
officially affiliated fo the Communist International should
do,so immediately; for in the present instance, particularly
as regards the Industrial Workers of the World in the
U.S.A. and Australia, as well as the Shop Stewards’ Com-
mitlees in Great Britain, we are dealing with a profoundly
proletarian and mass movement, which in all cssentials
actually stands by the basic principles of the Communist
International. The erroncouns views held by these organisa-
tions regarding participation in bourgeois parliaments can
be explained, not so much by the influence of elements
coming from the bourgeoisic, who Dbring their essentially
petty-bourgeois views into the movement—views such as
anarchists often hold—as by the political inexperience of
proletarians who are quite revolutionary and conneccted with
the masses.

For this reason, the Sccond Congress of the Third Inter-
national requests all Communist organisations and groups
in tho Anglo-Saxon countries, oven if the Industrial Workers
of the World and the Shop Stewards’ Committees do not
immediately affiliate to the Third International, to_pursuo
a very friendly policy towards theso organisations, to ostab-
lish closer contacts with them and the masses that sym-
pathise with them, and to explain to.them in"a friendly
spirit—on the basis of tho experience of all rovolulions,
and particularly of the three Russian revolutions of tho



THESES ON COMINTERN FUNDAMENTAL TASKS Ll

twenticth century—the erroncousness of  their T views as
set, forth above, and not to desist from fuctlior cfforts to
anmipmato wlth th(‘w\nrg(\ms.xtmns Lo lurm i
Communist party.

193 In this connection, the Congress draws the attention
of all comrades, pmtnuluxly in the Latin and Anglo-Saxon
_countrics, to the fact that, since the war, a profnuml ideolog-
ical division has been t.xlung place among anarchists all
over tho world regarding the attitude to he .ulnplw] towards
the dictatorship of the pmlct wiat and Soviel government,
Morcover, a proper understanding of these principles is
partu,u]ar]y to bo scen among  prolelarian  elements
that have often been imnpelled towards anarchism by a
. perfectly legitimate Hatred of the opportunism and reform-
‘ism of the parties of the Second International. That under-
standing is growing the more widespread among them,
the more familiar they become with the expericnce of Russia,
Finland, Hungary, Latvia, Poland and Germany.

The Congress therefore considers it the duty of all Commu-
nists to do everything to help all proletarian mass clements
to abandon anarchism and come over to the side of t.ho
Third International. The Congress points out that th
measure in_ which 0cnumoly Communist mrms;nm(e(]
in winning mass prolotarian elements rather than intellec-
tupl and putty—bournoom elements away from_ anarclnsm
is a crxterxon of tho,_suc(;ess of thoso Partxes

Single

' July 4, 1920

Published in July 1920



206

THE TERMS OF ADMISSION
INTO THIE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The First, Inaugural Congress of the Communist Inter-
national®™ did not draw up precise conditions for the
admission of parties into the Third International. When_the
First Congress_was_convened, only_communist, frends,and
groups existed_in’ most Countries.

Tvtlis in a different situation’ that the Second World Con-
gress of the Communist International is meeting. In_most
countries, Communist parties and organisalions, not merely
trends, now exigt. e

Parties and groups only recently affiliated to the Second
International are more and more frequently applying for
membership in the Third International, though they have
not becomo really Communist. The Sccond International
has definitely been smashed. Aware that the Sceond Inter-
national is beyond hope, the intermediate parties and groups
of the “Centre” are trying to lean on the Communist Inter-
national, which is steadily gaining in strength. At the
same time, however, they hope to retain a degree of “auton-
omy” that will enable them to pursuo their previous
opportunist or “Centrist” policics. The Communist Inter-
national is, to a certain extent, becoming the vogue.

The desire of certain leading “Centre” groups to join
tho Third International provides oblique confirmation that
it has won the sympathy of the vast majority of class-
conscious workers throughout the world, and is becoming
a moro powerful force with each day.

In certain circumstances, the Communist International
may be faced with the danger of dilution by the influx of
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wavering and irresolute groups that have not as yet broken
with their Second International ideology.

Besides, some of the big parties (Italy, Sweden), in which
tho majority have. adopled the communist standpoint,
still contain a strong reformist and social-pacifist wing
that is only waiting for an opportune moment to raise its
head again, begin active sabotage of the proletarian revo-
lution, and thereby. help the bourgeoisie and the Second
International. 3

No Communist should forget the lessons of the IHungar-
ian Soviet Republic. The IHungarian proletariat paid
dearly for the Hungarian Communists having united with
the reformists.

In view of all this, the Second World Congress deems it
necessary to lay down absolutely precise terms for the
admission of new parties, and also to set forth the obliga-
tions incurred by the parties already affiliated.

The Seccond Congress of the Communist Ionternational
resolves that the following are tho terns minlern
membership: A ’ o

[ RS Y N * ES

j.‘ Day-by-day propaganda and agitation must be genn-
inefy communist in character. All press organs belonging
to the parties must .be edited by reliable Commnnists who
have given proof of their devotion to the cause of the prole-
tarian  revolution. The dictatorship of the proletariad
should not be discussed merely asa stock phrase to he learned
by rote; it should be popularised in such a way thal
the practical facls systematically dealt with in our press
day by day will drive home to every rank-and-file working
man and working woman, every soldier and peasant, that
it is indispensable to them. Thicd International supporters
should use all media to which they have access—thie press,
public mecetings, trade unions, and co-operative socic-
tics—to exposc systematically and relentlessly, not only
the bourgeoisie but also ils accomplices—the reformists
of_every shade.

Any organisation that wishes to join the Communis
Wlernational must consistently and systematically dismiss
reformists and “Centrists” from positions of any respons -
bty in the working-cliss novement (party organisation
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editorial boards, trade wnions, pacliamentary groups,
co-operative societies, municipal councils, ete.), replacing
them by reliable Communists., The fact that in some
cases rank-and-file workers may at fist have to replaco
“c‘pcriencod " leaders should be no deterrent.

In countries whero a state of siege or emergency legis-

latmn makes it impossible for Lommumsts to conduct
their activities legally, it is absolutely essential that legal -
and illegal work should be combined. In_almost_all Lthe
countries of Iiurope and  Americg, the, (‘nw,shumrl(ﬁ is
entering TS phiase of civil war. In hicse ‘conditions, Commu-
nists ¢an place no trust in 1)ourgems legality. 'l‘hcy must
everywhere huild up a parallel illegal organisation, which,
at the decisive moment, will be in a position to help the
Pdrty fulfil its duty to the revolution.
L:} Persistent and Systomanc propaganda and agitation
must be conductéd- in the armed forees, and Comimnunist
celfls formed in every wmilitary unit. In tho main Commu-
nists will have tu do this work illegally; failure to engage
in it would be tantamount to a betrayal of thoir revolution-
ary duty and incompatible with membership in the
Third International.

Regular and systematic agitation is_indispensable
1p_the conntryside, The working class cannot consolidate
its victory without support from at least a section of the
farm labourers and poor peasants, and without neutralis-
ing, through its policy, part of the rest of the rural popula-
tion. In the present period communist activity in the
countryside is of primary importance. [t should bo con-
ducted, in the main, through revolutionary worker-Com-
munists who have contacts with the rural arcas. To forgo
this work or entrust it to unreliable semi-reformist elements
is tantamount to renouncing tho proletarian rovolution.

(‘JJIt, is the duty of any party wishing to belong to the
Third International to expose, not only 'wmvul social-
pat.xotmn but also tho falichood and 1 npoc"xsv of somal-
pacifism. It must systematically demonstrate to the workers
that, without tho revolutionary overthrow of capitalism,
no international arbitration courts, no talk about a reduction
of armainents, no “democratic” reorganisation of tho Leaguo
of Nations will save mankind from new imperialist wars.
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gﬂ It is the duly of parties wishing to helong to the Com-
munist International to recognise the need for a mw;-lvlo
and_absolute break.avith. roformism. and.. “Cenlrist’ policy,
and to conduct propaganda among the party membership
for that break. Without this, a consistent communist poli.
is impossible.

The Communist International demands imperatively and
uncompromisingly that this break be effected at the carliest
possible date. It cannot tolerate a situation in which
avowed reformists, such as Turati, Modigliani and others,
arc entitled to consider themselves members of the Third
International. Such a state of affairs would lead to the
Third International strongly resembling the defunct Second
International. -

(8) Parties in cmmme% whose bourgeoisic possess colonies
and oppress other nations must pursue a most well-defined
and clear-cut policy in respect of colonies and oppressed

nations. Any party wishing to join the Third l|>‘(~||\.\lmn 3
must,_ruthlessiy’ expose thu colonial machinations ™ of the
1mpm ialists of its_“own” country, musi suppor L—in d( o,
not mewlv in wmd—wmy ('nlmn.\l liberation nmn xm nt
demand _the expulsion_of \l\ compalriot anwn.\ll\i% fmm
the inomcs inculeate_in_the hearts of the workers of its
own country an atlitude of true l)mtmxlun)(l with tho work-
ing pop'llltmn of the colonies and” the ‘approssed n\lmns
and conduct systemalic agil: ation among the ar med fu.« 0s
a .nn<t all oppressjon of, lhn colonial peo )lvs

)lt is the duty of any p.uLy wishing to join the Commu-
nist” International to conduct systoer nlln and unflareing
communist work in the fr e unmns cQ- «-'w" (ive sogielics
and other mass workers’ f»xz_gllxin.p"(.xl.s. ( ommunist cells
should be formed in the trade unions, and, by theicsustained
and unflagging work, win the unions over to the commu-
nist cause. In every phase of their day-by-day activity
these cells must unmask the treachery of the social-patriots
and the vacillation of the “Centrists”. The cells must be
ompletely subordinate to the party as a whole.
@ It is the duty of any party belonging to the Communist
In{Crnational to wage a determined strugglo against the
Amsterdam  “International” of yellow trade unions.??
Its indelatigablo prop.lganda should show tho organised

te-an



210 V. I. LENIN

workers the need to break with the yellow Amsterdam
International. It must give every support lo(ﬂ o cmerging
international federation of Red trade union which are
associated with the Communist International.

(j_l, It is the duty of parties wishing to join the Third
International to re-exaniine the composition of their parlia-
mentary groups, climinate unceliable elements and elfec-
tively subordinate these groups to the Party Central Com-
mittees. They must demand that every Communist prole-
tarian_should subordinate all his activities to the interests
of truly revolutionary propaganda and ZIS{HHSi()H..

12 The  periodical and non-periodical press, and all
publishing enterprises, must likewise be fully subordinato
to the Party Central Committee, whether the party asa whole
is legal or illegal at the time. Publishing enterprises should
not be allowed to abuse their autonomy and pursue any
policies that are not in full accord with that of the Party.
{13.) Partics Dbelonging to the Communist International
musl be organised on the principle of democratic centralism.,
In this period of acute civil war, the Communist parties
can perform their duty only if they are organised in a most
centralised manner, are marked by an iron discipline
bordering on military discipline, and have strong and
authoritative parly centres invested with wide powers and
enjoving the unanimous confidence of the membership.

1-';) Communist parties in countries where Communists
can conduct their work legally must carry out periodic
membership purges (re-registrations) with the aim of sys-
tematically ridding the party of petty-bourgeois elements
that_ivevitably percotate into them, h -

(j”b it is the duty of any party wishing to join the Commu-
nist™ International selflessly to help any Soviet republic
in its struggle against counter-revolutionary forces. Commu-
nist parties must conduct incessant propaganda urging the
workers to refuse to transport war materials destined for
tho enemiecs of the Soviet republics; they must conduct
legal or illegal propaganda in the armed forcesedispatched
to strangle the workers' republics, ete.

It is the duty of parties which have still kept their
old Social-Democratic programmes to revise them as speed-
ily as possiblo and draw up new communist programnmes
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in conformily with the \«p( cilic conditions in their respective
c(mnlln\\ and inthe spirit_ ol Communict Tnlernational
dccwmns As a rule, lfn, programmes of all partics heloni-
ing 1o the Communist International must Dbe appm\ul
by a regular Congress of the Communist International or
by its Exccutive Committee. In the event of the Iixecutive
Committeo withholding approval, the parly is entitled to
appeal to the C()n"r(,%'s of the Communist International,
iy ALl decisions  of the Communist International’s
congresses and of its Iixccutivo Committee are binding on
all alfiliated partics. Operaling in conditions of acute
civil war, the Communist lnlom‘ltlon.d must be far more
centralised than the Second International was. It stands
to rcason, however, thit in every aspecl of their work the
Cnmmumst International and its Executive Commitlee
must take into account the diversity of conditions in which
the respective parties have to fight and work, and adopt
deeisions binding on all parties ouly on matters in which
such (](‘Cl%lUIlS arc possible.
(1 Y n view of the foregoing, parties wishing to join
the Communist International must change their name.
Any Jparly sec king affiliation must call itecl the Comugriniist
Parly of the umnu\"m ‘Imstmn (Section ol the Third,
Communist International). The question of a party’s pane
is not merely a formality, l)ut a_matter_of majos uuhtu al
importange. The Communist Tnternational has declared a
resolute war on the bourgeois world and all yellow Social-
Democratic parties. The difference between the Comnunist
partlcs and the old and official “Social-Democratic™”, or
“socialist”, parties, which have betrayed the l)mnu of
the working class, must be made absclutely clear to every
rwnlg\and “file worker.

After the conclusion of the proceedings of the Sccond
World Congress of tho Communist International, any party
wishing to join the Communist International must at the
carliest date conveno an extraordinary congress for official
acceptance of the above obligations on behalf of the entire
party.

Publistied in July 1920
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are receding into tho past with every passing hour; but we
are moro and moro becoming representatives and genuino
defenders of this 70 per cent of the world’s population, this
mass of working and exploited people. It is with pride that
we can say: at the First Congress we were in fact merely
propagandists; we were only spreading the fundamental
ideas among the world’s proletariat; we only issued the
call for struggle; we were merely asking where the people
wero who were capable of taking this path. Today the ad-
«vanced proletariat is everywhere with us. A proletarian army
exists everywhere, although sometimes it is poorly organised
and needs reorganising. If our comrades in all lands help
us now to organise a united army, no shortcomings will
prevent us from accomplishing our task. That task is the
world proletarian revolution, the creation of a world Soviet
republic. (Prolonged applause.)
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2
SPEECH ON THE ROLE OF TIUE COMMUNIST PARTY
" JULY 23

Comrades, I would like to make a few remarks concerning
tho speeches of Comrades Tanner and McLaine, Tanuer
says that he stands for the dictatorship of the proletariat,
but he does not see the dictatorship of the proletariat quitoe
in the way we do. Ile says that by the dictatorship of the
proletariat we actually mean the dictatorship of the
organised and class-conscious minority of the proletariat,

True enough, in the cra of capitalism, when the nasses
of the workers are subjected to constant exploitation and
cannot develop their human capacities, the most character-
istic feature of working-class political parties is that they
can involve only a minority of their class. A political party
can_comprise_only a minority of a class, Jn e Same way as
the ‘1"6;7137"'(':]‘11:\‘? conscions \\m'kox's,in.:myt capitalist sogietly
conslitute only a minority of all worlers. We are therelore
obliged to rccognise thal it is only this class conscions
minority that can direct and lead tho broad masses of the
workers. And if Comrade Tanner says that he is opposed to
parties, but at the same time is in favour of a minority
that represents the best organised and most revolutionary
workers showing the way to the entiro proletariat, then [
say that thero is really no differenco between us. What
is this organised minority? If this minority is really class-
conscious, if it js able_to lead TG TASSE, 1T i671s ablo to
reply to (’V‘L’.”...‘.’_Qllcstion..thul-,uppguﬁj_qrgwtjx'(j:{ﬁiT"fr of the

day,™Tlen it is a_party in reqg lity. But if comrades like
| N Y s i W s o
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Tanner, to whom we pay special heed as representatives
of a mass movement—which cannot, without a certain
exaggeration, be said of the representatives of the British
Socialist Party—if these comrades are in favour of there
being a minority that will fight resolutely for the dictat-
orship of the proletariat and will educate tho masses of
tho workers along these lines, then this minority is in real-
_ity nothing but a party. Comrade Tanner says that this
minority should organise and lead the entire mass of work-
ers. 1f Comrade Tanner and tho other comrades of the Shop
Stewards’ group and the Industrial Workers of the World
accept this—and wo see from tho daily talks wo havo had
with them that they do accept it—if they approve the idea
that the class-conscious Communist minority of the working
class leads the proletariat, then they must also agree that
this is exactly the meaning of all our resolutions. In that
casa the only difference between us lies in their avoidance
of the word “party” because there exists among the British
comrades a certain mistrust of political parties. They can
conceive of political parties only in the image of the parties
of Gompers and Ilenderson,®® partics of parliamentary
smart dealers and traitors to the working class. But if, by
parliamentarianism, they mean what exists in Britain and
America today, then we too are opposed to such parliament-
arianism and to such political parties. What we want is
new and different parties. Wo want parties that will be in
constant and real contact with the masses and<will be able
to lead those masses.

I now como to the third question I want to touch upon
in connection with Comrade McLaino’s speech. Ile is
in favour of the British Communist Party affiliating to
the Labour Party. I have already expressed my opinion on
this score in my theses on affiliation to the Third Inter-
national.8® In my pamphlet I left the question open.8?
However, after discussing the matter with a number of
comrades, I havo como to the conclusion that tho deccision
to remain within the Labour Party is the only correct tac-
tic. But here is Comrado Tanner, who declares, “Don’t be
too dogmatic.” I censider his remark quito out of placo
here. Comrado Ramsay says: “Pleaso let us British Com-
munists decido this question for ourselves.” What would
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the International be like if every little group were to come
along and say: “Some of us ave in favour of this thing and
some are against; leavo it to us to decide the matter for
ourselves”? What then would be the use of having an In-
ternational, a congress, and all this discussion? Comrade
McLaine spoke only of the role of a political party. But
the same applies to the trade unions and to parliamentar-
ianism. It is quite truo that a larger scclion of tho finest
revolutionaries are against affiliation to the Labour Party

- because they are opposed to parliamentarianisim as a means

of struggle. Perhaps it would be best to refer this question
to a commission, where it should be discussed and studied,
and then decided at this.very Congress of the Communist
International. We cannot agreo that it concerns only the
British Communists. We must say, in gencral, which are
the correct tactics.

I will now deal with some of Comrade Mclaine’s argu-
ments concerning the question of the British Labour Party.
We must say frankly that the -Party of Communists can
join the Labour Party only on condition that it preserves
full freedom of criticism and is able to conduct its own
policy. This is of supreme importance. When, in this con-
nection Comrade Serrati speaks of class collaboration, 1
affirm that this will not be elass collaboration. When the
Italian comrades tolerate, in their party, opportunists like
Turati and Co., i.c., bourgeois elements, that is indeed
class collaboration. In this instance, however, with regard
to the DBritish Labour Party, it is siinply a matter of col-
laboration between the advanced minority of the Dritish
workers and their vast majority. Members of the Labonr
Party are all members of trade unions. It has a very unusual
structure, to be found in no othier country. [t is an organisa-
tion that embraces four million workers out of the six
or seven million organised in trade unions. They are not
asked to state what their political opinions are. Let Com-
rade Secrrati prove to me that anyone there will prevent
us from exercising our right of criticism. Only by proviug
that, will you prove Comrade McLaino wrong. The British
Socialist Party can quite freely call Ienderson a traitor
and yot remain in tho Labour Party. Iere we have col-
laboration betweon the vanguard of tho working class and
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the rearguard, the backward workers, This collaboration
is so import: ant to the entire movement that we cate gorically
insist on the British Communists serving as a link between
the Party, that is, the minority of tho woxking class, and
the rest of the workers. If the mxnmnv is unable to_lead
the_masses and establish close Iml\s with Ulcm then 1Lls,not
a p‘nly, and 3§ worthless in genegal, even i1 it calls 1tqvlf
a parly or {he National ul.np blm\ar(l: Committee—as far
as I know, the Shop Stewards’ Commitiees in Britain have

a National Committee, a central body, and that is a step
loward@ a party. Consequently, until it is refuted that tho
British Labour Party consists of proletarians, this is co-
operatlon between the vanguard of the working class and
the backward workers; if this co-operation is not carried
on systematically, the Communist Parly will be worthless
and there can be no question of the dictatorship of the
proletariat at all. If our Italian comrades cannot produce
more convincing arguments, we shall have to delinitely
scttle the question later here, on the basis of what we know
—and we shall come to the conclusion that affiliation is
the correct tactic.

Comrades Tanner and Ramsay tell us that the majority
of British Communists will not accept affiliation. But must
we always agree with the majority?. Not at all. If they have
not yet understood which are the correct tactics, thien per-
haps it would be better to wait. Even the parallel existence
for a time of two parties would be better than refusingto reply
to the question as to which tacties are correct. Of course,

acting on the experience of all Congress delegates and on

the arguments that have been brought forward here, you
will not insist on passing a resolution here and now, calling
for the immediate formation of a single Communist Party
in cach country. That is imipossible. Dut we can frankly
express our opinion, and give directives. We must study
in a special commission the question raised by the Brit-
ish delegation and then we shall say: affiliation to the
[.abour Yarty is the correct tactic. If the majorjty is.agajnst
dt, wg_must organise a_separalte minority. That will bo of
educational valuo. 1T tho masses of tho British workers
still believe in the old tactics, wo shall verify our conclu-
sions at tho next congress. We cannot, however, say that
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this question concerns Britain alone—that would nean
copying the worst habils of the Second International. We
must express our opinion frankly. If the British Commu-
nists_do _not ;cacll,agr001x1'(snt, and_if a mass party’is Jot
kb R iarat o . BTN sux i R
fm ) aMJncvxtalﬂQy'p_ryp*m'_l_y‘___or .mq_t'h.or.

I S DR
°

———

* Issue No. 5 of the Bullctin of the Second Congress of the Commu-
Rist International gave the concluding sentences of this speech as
follows:

“We must express our opinion frankly, whatever it may be. If
the British Communists do not reach agreement on the question
of the organisation of tho mass movement, and if a split takes place
in this issue, then belter a split than rejection of the oreganisation of
the mass movement. It is better to riso to definito and sufficiently

C;t'nr tactics and ideology than to £0 on remaining in the previous
Chans, "— /. . .
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THIE SECOND CONGRESS
OF TIIE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Sccond Congress of the Communist International
ended on August 7. A little over a year has elapsed since
its foundation, during which bricf period immenso and
decisive successes have been achieved.

Held a year ago, the -First Congress only unfurled the
banner of communism, around which tho forces of the
revolutionary proletariat wero to rally. War was declared
on the yellow Second International, which unites the social-
traitors, who have sided with the bourgeoisie against the
proletariat and are in alliance with the capitalists against
the workers’ revolution.

The huge measure of success achieved in a year can be
secn, among other things, in the fact that the growing
sympathy with communism among the masses of workers has
compelled the withdrawal from the Second International of
somoe of its leading European and American parties, namely,
the French Socialist Party, the German and the British
“Independent” parties, and the American Socialist Party.

In every country of the world the finest representatives
of the revolutionary workers have already ranged themselves
on the side of communism, Soviet rule and tho dictatorship
of the proletariat. In all tho advanced countries of IEurope
and America, there already exist Communist parties or
numerous Communist groups. At the Congress which ended
on August 7, it was not only the heralds of the proletarian
revolution who joined forces, but delegates from strong and
powerful organisations linked with the proletarian masses.
A world army of the revolutionary prolotariat—that is what
now stands for communism, and, at the Congress just ended,
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received organisational form and a clear, preciso  and
detailed programme of action.

The Congress refused to adinit immediately into the
Communist International such parties that still retain in
their ranks influential representatives of “Menshevism ™,
social-treachery and opportunism, similar to the above-
mentioned parties which have withdrawn from the yellow
Second International.

In a number of precisely worded resolutions, the Congress
blocked every avenue of access for opportunism, and
demanded a total break with it. The incontestable facts
reporled to the Congress showed that the working-class masses
are with us, and that the opportunists shall now ho utterly
routed.

The Congress rectificd the crrors committed in certain
countrics by Communists who were bent on turning to the
“Left” and denied the need to work in bourgeois parliaments,
reactionary trade unions, and wherover there arc willions of
workers who are still being duped by the capitalists and
by their lackeys from among the workers, i.e., by members
of the yellow Seccond International,

The Congress created a degree of unity and discipline
among the world’s Communist parties such as has never
before existed and will make it possible for the vangnard of
the workers’ revolution to march forward with giant strides
to its great goal, the overthrow of the yoke of capital.

Thanks to the international conference of working women
which was organised simultancously, the Congress will
strengthen ties with the communist worien’s movement.,

Communist parties and groups in the East, in the colonial
and backward countrics, which are so brutally robbed,
oppressed and enslaved by ilie “civilised” league of preda-
tory nations, were likewise represented at the Congress.
The revolutionary movement in the advanced countries
would in fact be nothing but a sheer fraud if, in their strug-
glo against capital, the workers of Lurope and Amcrica were
. Dot closely and completely united with the hundreds upon
hundreds of millions of “colonial” slaves, who aro oppressed
by that capital,

reat aro tho military victories of the workers' and
Peasants’ Soviot Republic over the landowners and the
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capitalists, over the Yudeniches, the Kolchaks, and the
Denikins, the Polish Whites and their accomplices—France,
Britain, America and Japan.

But greater still is our victory over the minds and hearts®
of the masses of the workers, of all those who toil and are"
oppressed by capital—the victory of the communist ideas
and communist organisations all over the world.

The revolution of the proletariat, the overthrow of the
yoke of capitalism, is on the march and shall come about in
every country in the world.

Kommunistha No. 3-4 published according to
August-Septembor 1920 tho jouraal text -
Signed: N. Lenin '
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