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OPPORTUNISM IN THE FORMATION OF THE PARTY: A POSITION OPPOSED TO
“"A STUDY GrOUP" PARTICIPATING ON THE CONTINUATIONS COMMITTEE

by the Motor City Labor League. 5@2/?4

Each and every revolutionary Marxist-Leninist Party has been formed

over a protracted period of time, repudiating at each stop of its
formation reccuring assaults of opportunism. In the periocd prior to

the formation of a party, opportunism manifests itself historically

in opposition to_such formation. But when such opportunism has been
ideologically smashed and the party moves forward, opportunist trends
attempt to assert themselves again. Having lost the battle against

the formation of a revolutionary party, opportunists attempt consciougly
to undermine the revolutionary development of the party.

We in the Motor City Labor League have recently been through a pro-
tracted stryggle to win the organization to support for the actual
ereation of a revolutionasry end communist party, as our firs® and
most important priority. Two lines to the struggle have emerged quite
clearly. One line, that of the great majority, supports the imme-
diate creation of the party, the heightening of organizational disci-
pline and ideological struggle in the interests of proletarian revolu-
tion. The other line, that of what was a clear minority, is the line
of modern day opportunism; a line which although now presented in a
highly sophisticated manner manifests the confusion of a trend attempting
to "wriggle like a snake between two mutually exclusive points of
view",

A brief history of the struggle hetween trends within the Motor City
Labor League is necessary to clarify the basis of our opposition to

“A Study Group" participating in the Continuations Committee. For
pusposes of this paper we will simplify the tendencies within the
organization to three -~ the Party Building tendency, the center and
the opportunists. As the struggle proceded various individuals changed
thelr poesitions within the three tendencies, but at this time we
consider the main analysis to revolve around the political lines of
the two main tendencies. At the close of the convention the Party
Building tendency and the Center tendency united. The opportunist
tendency left the organization -- o attempt to continue their struggle
within the Continuations Committee.
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The early stage of struggle for the formation of a new communist party
hegan with a formal proposal by a member of the Central Committee, Ron
Glotta, to the Central Committee, that the Motor City Labor League
seek amalgamation with the Communist League. This proposal, although
met with majority opposition, was considered a fundamentally important
proposal which necessitated further Central Committee diScussion. The
organizational situation at the time was particularly weak. Tensioens,
both subjective and political, ran high; the proposal to amalgamate
with the Communist League increased these tensions by posing %wo quite
clear directions and the necessity of a choice. The direction of the
amalgamation proposal was to move consclously toward integration with
anti-revisionist, multi-national communist forces. The other direction
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was to continue as we were, an "Independent circle", empirical

and eclectic in our theory, objectively tailist in our practise, and
sectarian and national chauvinistic in our relation with other circles.
It was at this juncture (prlior to systematic discussion within the
Central Committee) that an opportunigt tendency first andd clearly
emerged. NJW issued the Initial attack on the emerging Party Bullding
tendency. To quote from her letters (9/7/73)

GAD is a consciously intepgrated law firm which has developed
and continues to develop into a strong volitical organization in
the city...Ron Glotta is now pursuing an objective =~- the merger
of MCLL and CL. He has let it be known to a few cadre that he
ls prepared to split MCLL and take as many cadre as possible with
him to CL in the pursuit of his objective if necessary. Why? Has
the GAD pollitical organization or KG, in violation of democratic
centralism, made ?romisea to CL that they have to deliver on?
Has a falite compll been set up by RG personally or politically?
«+eIl believe it is essential to analize sycophancy in relation
to our own organizational development and history in the city
over the last few years. (Do any of us have the right to exist or
can we both literally and politically/theoretically survive without
& black organization (or blacks) in tow?)...A strategy to combat
racism is essential in the metronolitan area in 1973 and is
directly related to work in the industrial sector. But is our
resolution or strategy for combating racism, ile. resolving racial
and sexual class divisions, amalgamation, integration, dissolution,
guilt, black leadership trips, vanguard positions, or white
slavery? Peovle where I work Xnow black people are not their
enemy. But thay are afrald to go south of elght mile. Dpes a
merger with CL dispel this fear or organize class consciougness?
Who/what is our enemy? Racism? Sexism? Imperialism? Capitalism?
The ruling clags? Not just theoretically but itactically in mass
organizing terms. We are still not certain.
oo oCommunist League...What do they went? They are Marxist-Leninists
committed in this period consciously and deliberately to organi-
zing the industrial sector. They are a national organization
comnitted to building a M-L national party. I think they want
two things from MCLL: access to the GAD law firm and our national
reputation on the left.....What do we want? What will we gain/
lose? What does the class gain/lose short range and long range?
Black pecple are stronger where I work because thelr is a CL,
White people are getting stronger where I work because their is
an MCLL. ' Who/what will be stronger/weaker if their is a merger
at this tiwe? What is our position on metropolitanism? Our
strategy for uniting the city and the suburbs? The north and the
south? Detroit and Pontiac? Detroit and Boston? Detroit and
Muskegon?~ Detroit and Philadelphim? Detroit and Royal Oak?
Detroit and South Dakota? Detrolt and Ohio%? ETC.
eooInformation is power. Information analized, developed, studied,
and consolidated in strategy, tactics, and organization is
volitics. '

(emphasis in original)
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1t seema clear that the effect if not the fntent of these statements and questions
is to raise the jasue of "aplit paranoia” and to undermine RQ's ahlility to
politically strugile for his position. Yt 48 not as if NIW attacks Ron"a
political position, disegrees with 1t and pof4ts out what arve to her errors in its
posltion, strategy or timetabhle, No! She puts forwer’' certaln st stements of face !
which are in fact untrue and ratlaes countlenn "quentions” in A wmanner which question
Ron's motivation, his honesty and his opervating under the democratic—centralism of MCLL.
It raises thosec doubts as to Ron's motivation so that Loval MCLL cadre move off of a

"protect the Org" apgenda rather than openess to change and sharp political struggle.

Nancy has made serious charges, both directly and hy inuendo without any real invea;}ga~

tion or_bhasis in fact. This says to us that she does not understand the most basic
,—"'"’ — .
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principles of comradely relationships. , .,

But her classic statement is what needs more precise analysis:

"But 18 our resolution or atrategy for combating racism, 1.e. resolving
rew “i and sexual class divisiouns, amalpamacion, fantegrarion, dissolution,

gulid, black leadership trips, vanguard posicions, ov_white slavery?”

T (emphasis ours)

Can one even try to contend that this sentence 1is written by one trained in
Marxism-Leninism; is it the precise kind of analysis that we must demand of each other?
A particulary criticism must be leveled at the use of the term white slavery. Hig-
torically this term has had only one meaning in this country: it has always been used
to refer to the making of young white women prostitutes expecially when that was donse
by Black men. To be charitahle, we assume that NJW had other definitions in mind, but
the use of this emotion ladened term without any more conrern that one "win" an
argument ig absolutely irresponsible. The term however may refer to white organizations
being put into "slavery" by Black organizations but then wht is the objective basis
for saying that anyone 1is maling such a proposal? Or NJW may be saying that merely
following the leadership of a predomineltly Rlack organfization 18 a form of "white

mental alaverv''s L,¢ that Internretratrfon 4a prnally A4584 00,7+ 61 £40A4 anry facrtnunl he
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A discussion of the final pre-split paper of A Study Group must focus on three
questions, separate but interrelated. First, their continued bowing to spon-
taneity. Second their continued vacilation on the question of revisionism. Thirdly,
the general nature of their opportunism in the context of the present struggle
within the USNA on the question of the formation of a multi-national, anti-rev-
isionist communist party,

""'Since there can be no talk of an independent ideology formulated by the
working masses themselves in the process of their movement, the only
choice is either bourgeois or socialist ideology. There is no middle course

(for mankind has not yet created a ''third" ideology, and moreover, in a society
torn by class antagonism there can never be a non-class or an above-class
ideology.) Hence to belittle socialist theory IN ANY WAY, TO TURN ASIDE

FROM 1T IN THE SLIGHTEST DLGRLE mcans Lo streng! hen bourgeois ideology. There
is much talk of spontaneity. But the SPONTANEOUS development of the working
class movement leads to its subordination to bourgeois ideology... it is
our task , the task of Social-Democracy, is to combat spontaneity, to divert
the working class movement from this spontaneous, trade-unionist striving
to come under the wing of the bourgeoisie, and to bring it under the wing
of revolutionary Social-Democracy. "

What_1s To Be Done ? Int'l Publishers p. 4]

""Theory alone will nevetmold a party or a revolution . It is the practical
experiences of the masses, their political experience which creates the
conditions for revolutionary consciousness, not the mere study of the
classics. This applies as much is not more so for communists who intend
to lead the revolution, "

“From The Masscs To The Masses'' p, 37

What could be more clear ? The '"'practical experiences of Lhe masses' is their
""political experience'. The practica! experiences of the masses ''creates the con-
ditions for revolutionary consciousness''. 11 could not be any more clear, not

any more wrong, This is the politics of Kussian Lconomism, German Bernsteinism,

this is the politics of opportunism. Instead of holding high the banner of

socilist ideology as the scientific dapproach to proletarian revolution, "From

The Masses To The Masses' holds high the practical experiences of the masses, and
belittles the science referring to it as "the mere (MERE ?7?77) study of the classics"
(What classics, maybe we could include Plato, or Malthus -- tor they are '"classics'
of the bourgeoisie ?) As for communists, why comunists should rely even less

on the science of proletarian rewlution than than the masses . Apparently, com-

munists are supposed to ''lead" the revolulion from behind the masses =-- unless
the assumption is that the less one undersiands and studies Lhe science, the more
one is ahead of the masses. In eitLher Case, Trom "behind' or "ahead'', communists

not absolutely grounded in the ''classics'' of proletarian revolution, such 'com-
munists' will lead the masses nowhere excpet to further exploitation and op-
pression at the hands of the bourgeoisic,

"A communist does not withdraw from the struggles of the masses to prepare
for revolution or to build the party of the proletariat, and then return to
"lead the masses' with a correct !ine or organization. A communist builds
the party and formulates its correct !ines by forging a higher level of
unity and struggle within (sic) the conLext of the political experience of
the masses.''

""From The Masses To The Masses! p. 37




What is being said in this paragraph ? A communist ''does not withdraw from the
struggles of the masses to prepare for revolution o to build the party of the
proletariat''. We now find that ''the mere study of the classics' is withdrawal from
the masses! This amounts to a complete rejection of socialism, for a rejection of
theorectical work, is a rejection of one of the greatest tools of the proletariat.
A rejection of the primacy of proletarian science is no service to the masses,

but the most profound diservice. It is the task of communists to master the
science, so that the science may be taken to the masses.

"“In particular, it will be the duty of the leaders to gain an ever clearer

insight into all theorectical! questions, to free themselves more and more
From the intluenco of traditional phianes inheritod from he old world

out ook, and constantly Lo keep in mind Lthat _socialism, since it has be-
come a science demands_that it be pursued as a science, i.e,, that it be
studied, The task UtJJ)'qylyktyy]}Ljfnjjyrgjl_(qu_gmyug the masses of

workers the ever more clarificd understanding thus _acquired, to knit to-

gether ever more firmly the organization both of the party and of the
trade unions,.."
Engels, as quoted by Lenin in What |s To Be Done? Int'l Pub.
p. 28

It is no "withdrawal'' from the masses to study the science, to engage in theorectical
work, but rather it is study of the science that prepares the communists for the
task of leading the masses and forming the vanquard party of the proletariat,

What does ''From The Masses To The Masses'' have to say about theory and ideological
struggle explicitly in the period referred to as "party building' ?

'""And the relationship of communists to the masses and to the events of the
day are the ground upon which the party builds itself and outlines the
strategy and tactics for the revolution., Party formation can not be taken as
a mystical event which will suddenly clarify all things and make all revol-
utionary work possible, We beleive that it is absolutely necessary for all
serious communists to participate actively in party-building strategies

at this time, and establish organizational priorities to be consistent with
this process. 1t is not our theory alone which we bring to the party-build-
ing process. It is our experience and knowledge gained in the course of the
struggles of the masses and the advanced elements of the class. To divorce
theory from practice and take only theory to this process, would be a serious
error for a communist, The application of the mass line, "from the masses to
the masses'', must be a part of the party-building process as well as the
general process of revolution,"

""From The Mssses To The Masses'' p.4l
Caah prmns mooan
What is the ''relationship of communists to the masses'' if not that of vanguard
fighters for the interests of the masses ?

What is Lenin's view of theory in the period just prior to the formation of the
RSDLP ?

"Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement., This idea
cannot be insisted upon to strongly at a time when the fashionable preaching

of opportunism goes hand in hand with an infatuation for the narrowest forms

of practical activity. Yet form Russian Social Demorrats the importance of

theory is enhanced by three other circumstances, which are often forgotten:

first by the fact that our party is only in the process of formation, its features



are only becoming defined, and it has as yet far from settled accounts with
the other trends of revolutionary thought that threaten to divert the move-
ment from the correct path.... Under these circumstances, what at first
sight appears to be an ''unimportant'' error may lead to most deplorable con-
sequences, and only shortsighted people can consider factional disputes

and strict differentiation between shades of opinion inopportune or super-
fluous. The fate Russian Social Democracy for very many years to come may
depend on the strengthening of er the other shade.

Secondly, the Social Deomocratic movement is in its very essence an inter-
national movement. This means, not only that we must combat national chauvin-
ism, but that an insipient movement in a young country can be successful only
if it makes use of the experiences of other He who realizes
how r‘nnlmnn‘.'y the modern worling clasa movement has grown and branched out
will understand what a reserve of Lheorectical lorces and political (as well
as revolutionary) experience is required to carry out this task.'

What Is To Be Done? Int'l Publ, p, 25-6

O0f couse theory should not be divorced from practice -- but we must be absolutely
clear that the proletariat has only two weapons: ideology and organization. To be-
little the crucial importance of theory in the formation of our party is tantamount
to renouncing the guiding force of the proletariat and leaving our class doomed to
eternal wage slavery,

Furthermore, ''From The Masses To The Masses''has no -real grasp of the simple fact that
theorectical work is practical work:

""These people who cannot pronounce the word 'theorectical' without a sneer,
who describe theri genuflections to common lack of training and backward-
ness as a ''sense for the realities of life," reveal in practice a failure to
understand our most imperative practical tasks. To laggards they shout: Keep
in step! Don't run ahead! To people suffering from a lack of energy and inti-
tive in organizational work, f om a lack of "plans'' for a wide and bold activ-
ity, they prate about ''tactics as process'! The worst sin we commit is that
we degrade our political and organizational tasks to the level of the immediate,
""]palpable'’, ''concrete'" interest of the everyday economic struggle, . ., ,"

What s To Be Done? Int'l Publ, p. 103

Enough! We must continue on through our very practical task: that of exposing the
theoretical opportunism of this trend!

What of the continued opportunist vacillation, "wriggling like a snake between two
mutually exclusive points of view" on the question of opportunism. Is this policy
continued by From the Masses To The Masses? Their paper does finally admit that the
Soviet Union is revisionist and is social-imperialist. But what is their stance
toward this counter-revolutionary force?

"I'n terms of its relationship to the oppressed nations, the U.S.S.R. has to,

at various times, act like a socialist nation in terms of material support for
socialist national liberation movements., From the perspective of the oppressed
nations, motivation is of secondary importance to the fact of receiving mater-
ial support for armed struggle and socialist revolution. This contradiction

in which the Soviet revisionists are caught, has been turned to the advantage
of socialist revolutions and national liberation struggles, and stenghthened
these forces in the face of the primary enemy, US Imperialism (sic)."

"From the Masses To The Masses'' p. 2




So! The treachery of the Soviet revisionists is actually to the advantage of soc-
ialist revolution, if only socialist revolutionaries were wise enough not to attack
revisionism, an application of the old opportunists saying '""don't bit the hand that
feeds you'', or consider the "motivation'' of acts of the revisionists!' Not to consider
the "motivation'' of acts of primary importance, is simply another manifestation of
bowing to spontaneity, of refusing to put theory in command of practice. If the pro-
letariat chose not to consider the '"'motivation' of the bourgeoisie we would end up
thanking them for paying us wages!!

As the comrade Enver Hoxha states:

'""Speculating with the contradictions which they have with the United States and

with the aim of concealing their betrayal, the Soviot revisionists try to
pose as anti=-lmperiallsts, as il they, Loo, oppose the pollcy of aggression
and war of the US imperialism . But ther "anti-imerialism' of the revisionists

is a hoax, a device to deceive the people, to split their anti-imperialist
unity, to sabotage the revolution. Any illusion about the "anti=-imperialism'
of the Soviet revisionists would be very dangerous, with grave consequences
for the revolutionary struggles of the peoples.'
Report to the 6th Congress of the Party of Labor of Albania 1971
p. 30

It is most distrubing to note that From The Masses To the Masses is unclear as to
whether or not revisionism and social-imperialism have had any actual effect on
proletarian revolution or the dictatorship of the proletariat. While stating that
the U.,S,S,R, and the CPSU have succumbed to revisionism and have become social-
imperialist, they are so busy trying to defend their opportunist positions that they
say:

'""For the countries of Eastern Europe, Albania, and China, the increasingly im-
perialist character of the U,S.S.R. poses a particular national threat, since
these are the areas of the world in which the US power-brokers are least
likely to interfere in if the U. S,S.R. moves to attack socialism. "

"From The Masses To The Masses'' p. 12 (emphasis added)

Lf the U.S.S.R, moves to attack socialism??? Unite with reality!' Consider the case
of the Soviet porletariat! The revisionists have usurped power from the Soviet
proletariat, a most heroic proletariat who have sacrificed generations of sons and
daughters to build the dictatorship of the proletariat, to establish and defend the
first socialist state. They have supported the destruction of the dictatorship of
the porletariat in Yugoslavia, Romania, Poland, Hungary, the German Democratic
Republic, militarily attacked the proletariat of Czechoslavakia, attempted to turn
the international proletariat against the Peoples Republic of China and the Peoples
Republic of Alabania. They have distroted and smeared one of the proletariat's
greatest leaders, Conrade Stalin, and by doing so have attacked the very history of
the proletariat. They have mis-led the struggle of the proletariat by their rotten
theory of ''peaceful transition to socialism' and have caused thousnads to die
unnecessarily, They have colluded with US imperialism and opened a second front
against the international proletarian revolution. ]hey have supported and encouraged
the revisionism and misleadership of the CPUSA -- leaving the proletariat in this
country unarmed,

The very nature of revisionism and social-imperialism is to attack socialism. There

is no '"if'" about it. US imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism are not two rungs

on a ladder, with the US imperialists being the top rung and therefore the first to

be attacked. US imperialism and Soviet revisionism are both very dangerous enemies,

moving on the proletariat from the front and from the rear, colluding with eachother
to destroy soct sm, each trying to qain the advantace over the other.




Before summing up the general opportunism of this trend in the context of the
formation of a new communist party, it is necessary to speak for a moment of their op-
portunism in questions of organization,

Prior to the formal defeat of their tendancy in the MCLL Convention, From The Masses

To The Masses propsed that ''2. the organizational principle of the Motor City

Labor League is democratic centralism, ... 5. The whole organization must observe uni-

fied discipline and security:The individual is subordinate to the organization, the

minority is subordinate to the majority, the lower level is subordinate to the

higher levelm abd the entire organization is subordinate to the Central Committee

(between conventions which shall be held at least once every twelve month period.)"
"Trom Thoe Masses To Tho Massas' The propsed structure

For the Motor City Labor League

Quite a clear position on the relationship of the minority to the majority ! But

what happened when this tendancy found dtself in the minority ? First, at the

last session of the convention, when all their proposed lines had been voted down,

they proposed that the basis of unity between their minority and majority was not

subordination, but phillistine political bargaining. Either we would adopt six lines

which they considered the crux of their position, and distribute the full line of

"From The Masses To The Masses'' along with the political line of the organization

and publish each vote abd each ammendment (accepted or not), and guarrantee that equal

representation of the "minority and the majority' would be assigned to represent the

MCLL on the Continuations Committee OR THEY WOULD SPLIT. That is not subordination,

it is an opportunist attempt at poltical blackmail,

When this attempt failed, they tried to turn the responsibility back on the majority
. In the€er formal announcement of having lefc the organization they said:

'We are leaving the MCLL because we are unable to unite with all the political
lines adopted at the convention. Resolution of the contradicition between'
minimum and maximum poltical lines around which we must unite in order to
move forward were not resolveable within this circle. We beleive this will
continue to be a difficult and essential problem to solve as we build the party
and that it is dialectically linked to the question the convention failed to
solve; that is, how do minorities, tendancies, and/or factions and the use of
democratic centralism function within circles during the party-building process
and prior to the party's formation."

So simple. Having become a minority, they lost all memory of their own position of the
relationship of a minority to a majority, and are suddenly confused on whether demo-
cratic centralism should function., It is one thing for a study group to be develop-
ing toward democratic centralism in this period of party formation -- it is quite
another for a minority to be fleeing from it.

To conclude -- a brief look at their general opportunism in the period of party form-
ation, They actually set no priori%?es, and take no position on the relationship of
the three main trends of the day. '‘he three trends can be summarized as 1., the Marx-
ist-Leninist trend supporting the immediate formation of a communist party of a

new type, 2. an opportunist trend which has opposed the creation of the party, in
favor of bowing to spontaneity by building the "'workers movement' and building the
""'united front against imperialism'. 3/ an opportunist trend which opposes the creation




of a Marxist-leninist party in favor of a party of the petty-bourgeoisie -''a
democratic mass party'. To quote:

""The number one priority in the next period is the grounding of communists and
advanced workers in the science of Marxism-Leninism, This is dialectically
linked to the simultaneous work of party-building/party formation, and the
work in the united front agcinst imperialism."

'"'I't is necessary that all three of these tactics be employed as top priorities
within the period of bourgeois democracy.,."

"I'f we do not continually strengthen our ties with the masses, if we do
not lend an ear to the voices of the masses, teach them, and learn from them,
then 'h“.UQWmﬂiﬂ(wailt-”Qﬁ.hﬁ,@th to_become o moss party, compotent and alive

enough to lead Lthe entire class "

"From The Masses To The Masses'' pp. 48, 48, 49,
(emphasis added)

To quote from Conrade Stalin:

""The Party becomes strong by purging itself of opportunist elements. The source
of factionalism in the Party is its opportunist elements, '

"I'n one way or another, all these petty-bourgeois groups penetrate into the Party
and introduce into it the spirit of hesitancy and opportunism, the spirit of
_demoralization and uncertainfy. It is they, principally, that constitute the source
of factionalism and disintegration, the source of disorganization and disrup-

tion of the Party from within., To fight imperialism with such "allies" in

one's rear means to put one's sel!f in the position of being caught between

two fires, from the front and from the rear. Therefore, ruthless struggle

against such elements, their expulsion from the Party, is a prerequisite for

the successful struggle against imperialism."

“The theory of '"defeat ing'' opportunist elements by ideological struggle within
the Party, the theory of 'overcoming'' these elements within the confines of
a single party, is a rotten and dangerous theory, which threaten to condemn
the Party to paralysis and chronic infirmity, threatens to make the Party a
Prey to opportunism, threatens to leave the proletariat without a revolution-
ary party, threatens to deprive the proletariat of its main weapon in the
fight against imperialism,"

Foundations of Leninism Peking Ed., p. 115, 116,

DEFEAT OPPORTUNISM !!
BUILD A MULTI-NATIONAL ANTI-REVISIONIST COMMUNIST PARTY'!

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD UNITE!!
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