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January 15, 197§

Greetings and Salutations,

Let me get right to the point, I intend to finish the
manuscript I've been talking about for two years sometime in
1975. I guess, the experiences enjoyed and agonized with in the
Detroit working class stmggl‘eb, as first, an observer and then as
a participant left an indelible proletariat consciousness which
yearns for expression,

My work at the Defender Office paid the bills and further
serves as a slight vent for the fmstfaﬁons of a frustrated radical,
but I now feel a desire to put into wﬂﬁng some of the ideas, view-
points and feelings I have discreetly maintained,

I want to write a novel about a“millionaire revolutionist”,
Essentially, I would like to write a story about Edward Clay
Williams, a fictional character who hits the million dollar state
lottery, The story will deal with his attempt to use his new found
fortunc, to develop an organization which moves as rapidly as
possible towards the seizure of state power by proletariat forces,

yet remains within the legal dictates of the case of Dennis v U.8,

and its progeny.

I anticipate the development of several major characters and
a bunch of minor characters and here is where you come in, I would
like to receive your 6p1nion as to the ‘fea.sibillty of developing

several characters based upon the iiﬁfes of real comrades with whom
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I came into contact here in Detroit, Of course, I intend to use
fictitious names, but I realize that this wouldn't stop anyone
truly interested in analyzing my work from speculating and
conjecturim with regards to the real life identity of the characters -
in the story. Let me hasten- to add that I don't intend to use thils
story as an expose of the lives of Detroit radicals, If anything
I would attempt to glorify their ideas and real struggles. I would
most certainly desire to allude to the organizational thrust of
several Detroit political organizations, e.g., The League of Revolu~
tionary Black Workers, The Black Workers Conference and the M.C.L.L.
Most of the 'references would be. in the past} tense for my

novel is more directed to the future than the past., This past only
serves as a foundauon for the development of Edward Clay Williams's
organlzation. My story will concentrate on how Eddie uses the
1 million to further the deve lopment of a political organizatton with

a fresh perspective on the process for social change in our North
American séciety.

it would seem to m that my concerns about the use of oertain

materials and the development of certain characters in the novel could
be significantly resolved by your response to this letter, I reauze
that it would be or may be difficult for you to comment on my somewhnt
amorphous pro}ect but any response whtch you wish to make wwld be

greatly appreciated.
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Enclosed please find a copy of some material which I

intend to amplify in my novel. It should further serve as an example

of the direction which my story will take,
Yours in Struggle,

Charles Rutledge



AUTOBSOGRAPHY OF A AN OF VALUE , by (Chaa . Rutledge ia a novel o
be available fon publishing rometime in the year 1975 .

?’ﬂm]onﬂﬁ’w&p«puﬂaﬁdz”uacﬂapteatohindu&d
in the above entitled novel .
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DEA F0R A NEGUSPAPER ASTSCLE

Jhe yean , 1975 nepresents the annivessary (quater of e century + 2)
of the indictment of the I! defendanis in the case of Dennia v, B.5. , 34t
US. 494 , 95 L.ed 1137 (1951) . 5% in this writer's opivion that the Dennia

cane nepresenis one of the moat "revelutionany” cases ever decided in the
annals of American Juriapmudence . 9t's at leart certain that any organigation
senious about social change would do well to conniden the dictates of thia
Legal deciaion .

Jhe cane of Dennia v. U.5. ahould be fowmallly entitled the criminal

case of fugene Jennia , John B, Williamson , Jacob Stachel , Robert §. Jhompaon ,
Benjamin 7. Davia, Jn., Henry Winaton , g John Gates , Iwving Potanh , Gilbeat
Gneen , (arl Winter and Gua Hall , Petitioners ,

v, lUnited 5tates of Amenica .

The Dennia care involves the cniminal trials and appeals of the afone-
mention petitioness , who were ot one time on another officicls of the
(ommuniat Party duning the period Laid in the indictment~ Apail 1, 1945 4o
July 20 ,1948

Jhe countroom drara took place in the United States District (ourt fo

the Southean Diatrict of New York and the principel participants notwithsionding
the defendants were : Harry Secher of New York , the now Honorable George W,




(nockett , Jn. of Detroit , Abrakam §. Sanewman of Loa Angeles , Richard
Gladatein of San Franciaco , and Lowis 3. fcfabe of Penragvania . Jhe Legal
'WoﬂmMMO{ﬂWMSMMMtntM
Attorney General Sming S, Shapiro ard Soliciton General ?u;bm; both of
Washingdon , D.(, , Attonney General §. Howard NeGaath , asniatant Attoaney
fmul}wmﬁ. NcSnerrey , special assistanis to the Attorney General Robert
W, Ginnane , Frank f, Gordon , ard fdward (. Wallace , and Lawnence K, Bailey ,
alao of Waahington , D,(. and Snving A, Saypol of New York ,
7’@WMWMM,/9¢8, h&VW@#M‘

conapinacy provisions of the Smith Act , that ia , fon :

"wilfully and knowingly conrpining to onganize the

(ommuniat Party of the U.5.A. ar a group to teach

and advocate the oveathrow and deatmuction of the

govenment by force and violence , and hnowingly

and wilfully to advocate and teach the duty and

necearity of oveathrowing and deatroying the
govennment by fonce and violence .”

The defendonts challenged the whole body of jurors aummoned o attend court ,
and the tnial of thia iasue extended from January 20 , 1947 o Manch | , 1949;
the tnial of the aubstantive isnues bepan the following week and went on con-
tiruoualy until Septembern 23 , 1949 . Jhe jury brought in a veadict againat
ol the defendanta on October 1% , 1949 , and they wene sentenced on October 21 1944,
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The tnial of the challenge to the armay ook 23 days; the poverwment’s case
on the ianues took 40 days , and the defendantn , 75 days , seauliing in
necord of 16,000 pagea. . . ,

The .5, (ourt of Appeala found that thene was abundant evidence , if
belisved , o show that the defendants were all engaged in an extenaive con-
certed action fo feach what indeed they do not disavew - the doctrines of
Rawcian-leniniam . Jhe (oust of Appeals interprated the docirines of Morcism-
Leniniam in the curiously endliucid following mannen i

" oo that capitaliam inescapably eata upon , and must
perpetuate. , the opprsasion of those who do not oun
the means of panduction ; that to it in time there
muat and will aucceed o 'classless’ avciety , which
will Linally make unnecessary most of the paraphesna-
Lia of govewwment ; but that there muat be an inter-
wediate and traraitional peniod of the 'dictatorahip ,
of the proletaniat,’ which can be eatablished only by
the violent oventhanw of any exiating govewwmnt , if
that be capitaliatic . No entrenched bousgeoisie ,
having evenything to lose and nothing to gain by the
abolition of capitolism , by which élone it can con-
tinue do enjoy ita paivileged poaition , will ever
peanit itaell to be superseded by the meams which it
may have it aelf provided fon conatitutional change :
&g, by the ballot . No mtter how solemnly it may
profess its neadiness to abide the aeault , and no
cesaes of amendment ray in fact be followed , it ia
abuund 4o expect that o bousgeoisie will yield ; and

indeed to rely upon auch a posnibblity ia to range
onesell among the enemiss of fanxiat-Leniniat

prineiples , Jhenefone ; the tranaition pealod in-
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volves the wae of 'force and violence ,’ tempanary it
ia taue , but inescapable ; and , although it ia im-
poasible to paedict when o paopitious occasion will
prise : aa, fon example , by financial eriais on
other intesnal division . When the time comes the
paoletariat will Lind it necessary to eatablinh ita
'dictatomahip’ by vielence. .’

9% ahould be noted fon the necond that the defendants proteated againat
the (ourt’s interpretation of their teaching and advocacy .

Jhe U.S. Supreme (ount in auling on the Dennis case held that the
necond aupponted the following broad conclusiona :

"By vintune of thein control over the political appa-
satus of the (omuniat Political Assvciation , peti-
tionesa wene able to iranafonn that onganization into
the (ommunist Party ; that the policiea of the Arocéa~
linited States and ida economic and politicel atwwe=
tune 20 a policy which had existed befors the United
States and the Soviet Union were fighting o common
enemy , namely , @ policy which worked for the over~
thaow of the Govenment by force and violence ; that
the (ommuniat Pargy ia a highly disciplined organdga~
tion , adept at infilination inds atrategic positions ,
wie of aliaser , and double-meaning language ; that the
Party ia aipidly eontwlled ; that (ommunists , unlike
othen political perties , tolerate ne dissensdon faom
the policy lald doun by the guiding fonces , but that
bew of the Panty 3 that the Litesatune of the Party
and the atatements and activities of ifs leadess , pe-
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titionern here , advocate , and the genenal goal of the
Panty wan , duning the peniod in queation , o echieve
a auccesslul overthrow of the existing order by force

and violence "

94 would neen that based upon the foregoing backgpround , a venitable plethora
of natenial in availabe for explosation and exploitation . 9 think that the
possibilitiea fon preentation of the Dennia cane in ita fulleat logical exx
tenaion covers oll the means of ideological production which American aociety
has at. its disposal .

Jon example. , a play dealing with the dissolution of the (owmunist International
in 1943 ((ommniat Party , U.S.A.) and the reconatituted foces descnibed an
she. (ommuniat Political Association could be arranged and produced for profitable
public consunption . § also think that o newspaper eticle on the part. and pre-
nent Lives of the participants of the Dernia case vould be of interest to the
genenal public .

You made kindly treat thin hunble preaentation as sont of a message farom
an aapining authon to the publisher in search of a wniter !
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