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;¢ Natioual IPC Confceronce
Froii: Colifornmia State Coumikttec, L: IPC
writter by 'llen Imbarrato
Re: Criticisnag, ‘malysis, Suzgzestions of IPC

1, Prisoncr Campaimm

During the Prisoncr Caupaism we have done nony kinds of work, such

ag Conzressional pressurc, nodiawork ( Time nagazine, L Times), and
reaising tho consciousness of the public ( film, leaflets, denonstra-
tion) Uo have been rur nore @rfcctive in a short period of tine, than
ever berores Yet, we arc otill unable to attain our zoal of cutting
ol aid to the prison and nalicc aystons of South Vietnam, At the
proscent nany local zroups are in a state of confusions frustration

ag what to do next,

The gsituation in theworld ~zrows rore and nore corplex and
overwhecling, there is a feclinz whon we zo out to stress the import-
ance ol thc political pricsoner issue, that we have been overtaken
by othoer more importumt ovents and tendencies in the worlg, such as
Tatorsato-inpeaclment,Chiile, the ilid-cast, the econorry. The prisoner
issuec is diifficult to explicate as part of the focal point theory,

Tor unlikec the bombinzg, the state of a larze nwiber or political pri-
gsonors is not unique to Vietnan. It can be arzued that the number

ol prisoners in porportion to the »nopulation is far worse in South
Vietnar, and that the public is rnost informed about Vietnam, thus the
US is most vulnerable there, But we must not fall victin to the
Nixon doctrinc, in the sensce that our only"interest" is Vietnamese
political prisonocrs, ond that we arc not as concerned about prisoners
in Chile, Ir,n, Bhilipincs, cct., for while we arc concentratinzg all
our cnerz:y on the wealizest point of the Nixon Doctrine, Nixon is stron=-
zshheninz his zrip on Latin, ‘nerica, Philipines, ect.

S0, we imost cducate the pcople about the Nixon Doctrine, itself,
to zive people a tool to understand for themselves the relations,
conncctions, and parrallels between ¥ietnamy Chile, Urazuay, Iran,
Iorael,ecct.. This undorstanding will give individuals and zroups
strenzth to focug on the whole, and to bettor understand the various
parts within it. Othorwise, by focusing on one part as the embodiment
of’ the whole, there isc a tendency to distort, skew, narrow your
perspective, There we choose to fizght is a stratezic focus of our
oner-zies, which can only be done accurately aftor a thorouzh cxamine
ation or the whole, » stratezic focal point, is fluid; if it becones
fixod, it can niean opening the possibility of beinz overtaken by
othor covents and forccs, that arc not included in your view.

2., on 3olidarity novonents

The Indochina Peacc Carmpaizn has found the most effective form
for struzzling azainst US Imporialism from within the oppressor coun=
try is a solidarity movenient, Ad we act in friondship and solidarity
with tho opproessed peoples of Indochina, a certain love and rmtual
roanoet is built., Our basis of unity is to aid the Indochineso
struzzle against the Tforces of US Irperialism, witlhh the notion that
we arc fi~htinz tozethor azaingt a cormion eneiry. Sorichow, we tend
to ror~ot that nany people arc fizhtinz the sane enorry in nany dif-

p
-

feront ways. ile say that because Indochina is the Tocal p9in? of
the struz~le of Torces of national liberation and US Imporialisn,
it is thom nost irportant place to do work. 3o we ask niany people
and zroups to do soricthing for Indochina, yet when asked to aid other
Solidarity noverents such as Chile and the Farrmorkers, we rOSpggd
that we are a single-issuc orzanization. Azain we rst nake a dir-
Teronce in our overall peraspective and our stratezic focus. We rust
find a way of contributinzg to bdthor movements, as we ask themn to
contkibute to ours, otherwisc we are acting in an arrozont, sectarian
rianner

Solidarity as o basis of uniby must extend to solidarity anongzgst
oursclves. The rclations of work, friendship, rmst be filled with
rcspect, love, opencas, if we arce to succoessfully unite in a cormon
struzzle. e 1must bezin from a base of love within our hearts for
ourselves, cachother, and Anericans as we do for the Vietnmese.
Our sufferinz is not dhe physical kindof a war, buto of the ning
and spirit orf livingz in tho world's moast inperialistic country. The
violence that is done by tho ‘nericana military in Vieinan, potentially
licas within nost Anoricans ninds and snirits. e rnust see how the
hurt and sulBerinz that occurs inimhoerppersonla working relationships
is ag inportant o focus of onerzy to work to overcorio as is our work
Tor Vietnam, Othorwise, we can scverly aff'cet our ability to work
togetheor, oz to harm our sclves and our work,



3¢ Relationc between Resources and Orzanization
IPC najor Lrongh has been its rcsources, and its yajor weakness
has beon the orzanization of base zroups. The power of the orzani-
zation hag lied nostly in the hands oi the rcsource people, form up
until now we have oporuuod 50 "loo;olyZ that therc has been no de-
fined decision-naliinz, corrmunication, and accountabilit;y structures.,
The roliance on the ‘”Ouer conter to pOPLOPM orqdnlzwtiopal and
rogource production tasks is unrealistic assigmient of responsiblity
to continue in the futuroe. Tr..ws -~ ho body, which hag as 1Jhod
dutios ond is accountable to the IPb ncnbor hip that can function

as 2 Mational Corriitteo. nd therc necds to be specified National
coordinators to oversee the orzanization, to work with a stalf, to
inplonent the decigcions of' the National Conrerence and Mational
cormittcoe,

The croeation of thesc two bodies will formali,c and denocratise
the orzani _ational funciioninz of IPC, It will also apecify and
idontlld 1oadoruh1p go that pooplu can bottor understand the Tho
and How of d001u10n-1qking. It will also provide a form in which
to criticize decisions that are made, which is so dirfficult to do
now, since we operate gso informallys The other advantaze of such a

deiined structurc is that IPC as an orzanization will be less vazue to

new pcople, and thus will be nore willinz to join IPC.

lge NWecd for Political Discussion and Education

IT ocach nember of IPC is to understand the 1nportapco of doing
Indochina work, we need to bo constantly discussinzg the lessons of
Vietnara ag they apply to new situations of conflict in the world,.
Je st undorstand US History, and the Historjyof Imperialism il we
are to understand the Pturning point" nature, of the Indochina 'Tar,
Je mneced to be able to analygzc the world ourselves without becoriing
solated or too dopond.nt on cxperss, 28 o roaction to our confusion.
Ag eritical thinkors we c.n draw uvon the resourses of knowled-:uble
poopde, cnd intezrate their information into our viocwg, but the
norent we becone nere inplorenters of anothers analysiis wathout
soric understanding of it oursclves, we lcave ouruelvou too open to
becoie confused and frustrated when we cncounter difficultys. Thus,
cach pergon must enzase in studya ind discussion of the chanzing
world gituation in order to do crcative, effective work.

This requircs sone kind of orzanizational structure and resource

production to facilitate such noeds, . progran of study that includes

US History, tho Hisotory of the /nti-lar novenent, the ecormonic
systen, mm#tho history of irmmorialigm, and history of the Indochina

tlar.,, should be doveloned and offered to all IPC zroups as a suzzested

study plan. Groups should sot aside tine in their nootlr:u to
carry on political discusscions and wikte them up and distributo
to other zroups,

5.80lution

“The solution is " Poacce ond Denocr.cy™ is the headline in the
Focal Point, liore and rnorc pcople oro ~dkinz, what is the solution,
ror so nany ;ours 7o havé heorll what is wronz, and we nmust rizht
bhis and this bht what ard wo i~ htinz ror? Is thero tine to
postpone anux srin~s this question? Can we continue to focus all of
our cirorts to top cvil and sulfforing in Indocnlja, when there is
go nwuch ri~sht horo ii ‘nerica” Is our work for Indochina, part of
a procoss to rind the answor %o our own sufferins and struzzle Bor
froodor? Thosc questions rmaet be addrossod, if we aro to seo our-
gselvey building o mijority movenent for peace, as the stratesypaper
sugzosta,.

What do wo mean by Pecacc? 1o it a state of beinz, thé absenco
of conilict? "hon will we congider that the "ar is over in Indo-
china, and pecce has been achievod? ;

liany peoonle have ler't politics because it has not proylded an
ansuecr, onlya staternient as to what was wronz. Is this a llyit of
what can be done in a political oducotive way as IPC does, i so we
need to nclko that cloar to ourselves and to others. For false
oxpectations tend to breed cyncismn and frustrations that tecars down
what we c¢-1n do well, For by und-rstending our linits, we Iree
onrsclves to @o bottor work and achieve our speciiic zoals
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INDOCHINA ®ERCE CAMPAIGN™
Notee from California State Coordinating Committee Mpeting

The first California 3C¢€ meéting wae held Friday. Ruglist 81,
1973718 Fresnd. Members present wére Hank’ AsKin/Santa
Barbara. Lifida Pascuccl/Fresno. &hati Whitehead/San Diego.
Alan Imbarratd/Los Angelés Marin Marcus/Resource Cénter,
Sugan Wind/3tate Coordinator. Represefitativés not dble to
come were from Sonoma County and the Bay Area.

The agenda wag revised and completed to be a& follows&!
PRACTICAL BUSINESS:
Resource Center Report
IPC Tour
"Week -0f Concern"
State-wide Demonestratiorffs)
Logistics of National Conference
Focat Point 7
Fund-ralsing/State Budget
Newsletter
NGER DI3CUSSION:
New Groups b e
Conference Call Strategy Paper
. Membership and Dues
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RESAURCE CENTER REPORT

-

The proposal from the Santa Barbark state cinlereioe to hgve

thé Swedish political education book trafislated has been, for -

refison¥ of practlcality, modified to be an sutline of the manugl

tranelated from uwedieh to Englieh

Besources atailable or coming are: e '

3. A" general IPMC brochure béing completed, It will liet

resburces, what IPC is, & short history of I® and

strategy. The brochure will be ready by the tour eta ting
date,

The next issue of Focal Point will be devoted entirely to

a special report on‘Wéfbrgaf“ and the War.

The new "Women Undér Tortufe pamphlet is being printeg.

E0O,000 coples of a four pagé tabloid pamphlet on Politicel

Prisonera in" South Vietnam have just been printed.

"Before We Make Them Héroes" ha® just been révised.” -

A regular issue of Focal Point will be available the 'eek

of September 1,

"We Accuse"”, a book by Jean-Pierre Debris and Andre Menres,

ha§ bgen qurnrnar-ized by Alex Knopp and the summary 1ie

available.’

The Conference Call Strategy Paper for the conference in

October has been distributed.

9. A leaflet on the film "South Vietnam: A Muestion of
Torture" has been prepared for the tour, ° s

1. A"list”of activities around "Days of Concern" being pl-nnea
nationally are available.

11. Memo regarding "Days of Concérn" includifig prayers written
especially for the eventq planned are available from the
Resource Center.,

12, Posters for "Week of Goncern” e

13. Memobs regarding bookihg the tour are being distb¥ibuted,

14, Jane Barton, who worKed at the Ouang Nal Hospital has -
excellent slides. Jane Fonida 1a putting Jane B'as =114
into the Womefi's slide show to focus more on political
prisoners, Jahe B's slides are alpo umeful for a political
prisoners alide show.
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INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN
Notes (cont.)
page 2

TCOUR

People available for the tour in California are Jean-Pierre
Debrig, Leonard Weinglass, ToM Hayden, Holly Near. They can
be booked between October 18 and November 25 through Carol
Kurtz at the Resource Center. Suggestions for other speakers
are:
*Jane Batrton (bodk through AFSC) ™
*¥*Johnh Champlin, a physician who has treated prisoners
releafed in South Vietnam (book through Asgia News Service
or Shari Whité&head) o - '
*A scientist named Pfeiffer who. along with another person,
were the firgt Americans to go to Quang Tri (book through
ANS or Shari)
*Don Luce (book through AFSC)

WEEK OF CONCERN

It was suggested that if coniditions are tod difficult. due to-
the ghort amount of time available to prepare for the interna-
tional date for the "Week of Concern" (September 15-28Y), a
similar week could be developed around the tour's appearance
in individual communitieg. If groups choose to utilize the
international date, the Swedish model is useful to examlne:

a few people doing a few things without overextending the
capabilities of the chapter.

In log Angeles, IPC has formed a coalition with the Union of
Vietnamese and the Bar Sinigter to work around the Week of
Concern, and it was generally agreed that this opportunity -
for action was a good one to build bridges with other anti-
war groupe. Actions can be divided among grolps participating
in' the coalition, &uch as distributing literature in a com-
prehengive way, human billboarding in front of féderal
buildings and other public place& depicting situatlions of
torture described ifi the political prigoners leaflet, work
on mag¥ churth emphasis around politiczl prisoners (provide
information about and names of political prisoners to be used
in sermotis), One copy of the film "A Question of Tortture"
is8 avallable, 8o booking should be planned well in advance
with the Resource Center.
Valley IPC has been working with a reporter from TIME magazine
Investigating the Computer Sciences Corporidtion's involvement™
“with the training 6f Saigon's pdlice.” An article ghould appear
this wéek or next week in TIME as a result of these efforte.
Information tecelved from it could be very useful in "Week
of Concern'" activities. This will be the firet real Zgrasp on
U.S. involvement in the prisgon gy&tem™in Saigon. It will a®®o
graphically reveal how the U,S, maintains the Sailgon computer
dogsgier system,

DEMONSTRATION(S)

It appears that the most likely target for demonstrations 1is

" _the Computer Scienceg Corporation. The CSC has offices

acrogs the nation and world. IPC chapters in L,A. are”

i planning an event that will tle the CSC back to Watergate™
and Nixon. Final decisions regarding actions around CSC are
pending the outcome of the L,A. event and local responsesg to
the poseiblities of indepéndent demong&trations Coordinated om
a state-wide level or a mass demonstration in California.

Coples of a list of the office locations of the CSC may be
obtained from Allen Imbaratto, 2421 Boone Ave., Venice, Ca.
90291,  With the national and international presence of CSC
it is also possgible for us to think of actions on a scale
larger than in the state of California.




INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN
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A good artitle to prepare people to 1link CSC with Watergate
and Nixon was siiggested by L,A,” It is by Kirkpatrick Sale and
bxplores fhe "Yankee Cowboy" theory (the cecond government
behind Nixon) and is found in the Mew York Review of Books.

LOGISTICS OF THE NATIONAL TPC CONFERENCE

The coming conference is going to be a unity confetrence
where different groups come together to plan for fall™
activities. As many geoups af possible will participate,
and local chapters are encouraged to invite represéntatives
from organizations that are interested. One estimate for
attendance at the conference ig 200 people. The SCC
discussed how many people from each California chapter
would be interested and dble to travel to Detroit. We
-came tp with an approximation of ten to twelve people. If
travelling by van or car the trip will take about nine
‘days (three to get there, three at the confercncd, three
to get back). There is a possibility that a van will be
.made available from Santa Barbara. and Hank ig confirming
that. Marin iz checking the cogts of "renting van¥ and

alr fare. I will continue to be a Iiason fof local groups
to make sure that every group that wants to and can be
represented at the conference is, with a special emphasis
on Sonoma County and San Francigco,

FOCAL POINT

The digcussgion of Focal Point began with a suggestion —
from the FP staff Tor local groupd to try hard for &ub-
seriptiong, gend letters of feedback to the staff, and

Ssend articles, reports and pictures about local activities.
The Recource Center has g dark room nov, £o undeveloped
negatives may be sent,

The Resource Centér has a cover letter soliciting =ub-
gcriptiong that can be sent to people Who have expresged
an”interest in FP. The gtaff alsd reported that sincé

the amount for’ the subscription has alteady been formalized
in the Covet lettérs and previous icsues of FP. it would
not be a 'godd idea to chahge the amount as was propoeged

at the Santa Barbara conference.

Local groups, atthis time. can be glipplied with as many
coples ag they can use. Digcusggion at the meeting-pointed
out that FP ig being used internally and acs a back-up
regource vhen diutributing the Irdoching Bulletin.

Valley IPC pointéd out that they had thought FP would have
much more internal IPC news. and they think that FP has
gone more in the direction of the IB. &g a result 5f this
criticism, the Committee recommended that the FP staff

and the IB staff discuss the problems of duplication of
purposeg and energieg. Local groups should also discuss
this problem and givé feedback to the Resource Cefiter,

We need to decide how the papers are utfed, for what purposes
and do we need both. 3Should the FP staff plan to produce
an lssue periodically for miss distribution to take the
place of the IB? The FP staff is writing a statement for
the SCC on thig problemn.

FUND-RATSING/STATE BULGET

Marin reported that the California accounst datep back to
August 1972 when the first and lact fund-raiger was condiicted
for California.” Technically, there is $30 left in the bank,
and we are actually in .debt for about $50.




INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN
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Valley IPC proposed that 10% of the niet of all California
fund-raising activities go to''the state budget, and that
a projécted stateé budget be made, EFEach chapter should
then take an ealial percentage and be responsible for that.
Also, a pércentage of the funds raised from the tour in
California should go to the projected state budget.

San Diego countered with this proposal: U45% of all funds
raiged“in California should go to local chapters, 10% to
the state budget and L45% to the Resource Center,

Ag discussgion rigorougly progressed about what 'to expect
for a stite budget, we recommended that Marin and I gholld
develop a projgeted state budget. "Then the problem unieue
to Californhia regardifig proljibitive cost& of gending rep-
Fesentatives to the National conference was talkéd about,—
and Linda suggested that the expense could be shared some-
how by the national organi=zation. Marin voluntecred to
check with the Resource Center on that problem/poseibility,.
It was also decided that she should continue as bookkeeper
for the state.

We tried to think of ways we could ralse money for the

gtate budget outslde of local chapter contributions, and
decided that wé could organize a large event with performers
(Bonnie Rait was mentioned specifically). Allen and Marin
are investigating the possillities.

NEWSLETTER

There were three proposals for the newgletter. This report
is getting long, go for the make of the comprehensillity

of these noteg ™ I'll report on the decision. L,A, IPC will
take the initial respongibIlity for getting the first ismue
of the newsletter out, That means that they will compile,
produce and distribute enough coples of the newsletter for
each member in every chapter., It will be produced every
gix to eight weeke With responsgibility rotating after three
istues, Santa Barbara will produce it after L,A,, then
Fre&no, City reports for newsletter should be setit to Allen
Imbarzato on Gestetner mimeo shetts, no longer than two
Ox14" atencile,

The copy deadline for the first ifsue ig September 20, and
it will bé distributed one week later. Valley IPC will™
gend out a list of Auestions to be included inh consideration
of contributiong submitted for the first issue,

If a grolip. agrees on the value of a peice of literature

for education and notification of the entire z=tate. it should
be sent out from 'the local chapter or sent to Marin in L.,A,
for duplication and distribution,

BUSINESS REQUIRING LONGER DISCUSSION:
NEW GROUPS

We all agreed that the l1dea of travelling has zreat potential
when working wilth new groups. "In particular, we felt that
the bay area should bé emphasized. It wag ggreed that Shari
and I should share travelling, with Shariconcentrating on
Southern California for practical reasons. Priorities were
“"decided upon for the trivellers: ' Bk
" *Bay Area (IPC contacts have begun working there and
-need follow-up efforta)” - b g '
*Sonoma County/Sacramento Area (It ig logiztically very
difficult foPr Sonoma Yeprezentative#® to participate as much
a8 ig necessary in state meetings, and there-are several
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contacts in Sacramento necegsgary to follow up)

*Merced/Modesto Area‘(several people there have expressed
an interest in IPC work and are interested in the Tour
coming)

CONFERENCE CALL STRATEGY PAPER

Santd Barbara propoged that IPE€ should nationally consider
igolationism +How to smash topOdownism “criticigm/self-
eriticiem. RMK-BRJ (how gerious we are dbout actions around
it). Watergate and lifike to U,S. imperialigm. BAlso, "that
IPC should congidér participating in the National Lawyers!
Guild suit to invalidate the elections.

San Diego guggested that a four part agenda presented by
Carol Kurtz to Shari be modified. At the national conference
we need a balanced kind of agenda that will give time to :
the meaning of focal point. H®We fieed to talk abolit the focal™
point implications to Aferica (Watergate), progtams (Political
Prisoners), and organizations, She propogsed that the agenda
be as follows: s

1. Boaal point. hisgtory of the anti-war movement,

Batergate
9 ¢ . Polibical Prlsonerg; Ahd to Thlell
3. Organization (membership., dues, leadership, isolationiem)

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Everyone generally agreed that the idea of pledges was a

good one and that the organization was not ready for dues,

In a membership proposal from San Diego, 1t was detlded

that if membership is adopted, it would mean that all

members would: e

1. agree on political principles :

3. be involved ih ufiified study groups—(te: imperialisem,
higtory of Vietnam. History of anti-war movement, etc.)

3. participaté in outreach in The streets

4L, have an awareness of organizational responesibility,
but participation in things 1iKe keeping bookes, —
staffing offices, etec. not be a criteria for mem-
bersghip. ~ i A7 i

Thege points need a greéat amount of thought and” éxpansion by

each chapter in the newsletter. What do they mean to you

and your conztituency?

We all thought a good idea for pledges would be to make
them in the form of money or skllls,

CRITICISM/SELF—CRITICISM/PRAI$E

I should have reported a message that Shari had given me
about the Conference Call Strategy Paper being prepared

in L,A, more clearly to local groups. It would have =maved

a lot of misunderstandings and confugion in the courfe of
the meeting. Shari mentioned that she should have had

more contact with the San Diego chapter while she wa¥ ;
travelling in Orégon and the Bay Area, because the %3an Piego
chapter report was not gent to the meeting.” We all #Hgréed”
that Marin's participation in the meeting was very valuable
and that she should continue to participate in the State-
Coordinating Committee meetings. '

Next SCC meeting date: O¢tober 14, in Freano because of
it!s godd vibes ahd central location in the ‘great golden
gate ‘mstate.” Gliided tours &f the foothills and Yogsemite
are also available upon requegat.
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The meeting was a good gtart for our new internal structure,
but I think we would all agree that the next one should"

not be another matrathon into the dawning hours. "There are
many proposgals that came out of the meeting. Chapters should
discuss the report and representatives on the Committee
ghould be prepared to make decisions for actions at the

next meeting.

We need your feeédback on this meeting in the newsletter!
Remember the deadline for copy: SEPTEMBER 20.

Hang 1in there,
Sugan
FREE SAIGON'S POBRITICAIL PRISONERS
SUPPORT THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE VIETNAMESE

STOP AID TO THIEU
IMPLEMENT THE PEACE AGREEMENTS!!!




INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN B e
Sanfa Barbara Chapter/Report for Newsletfer
September 1973

1. What does Indochina Solidarity mean to your group in your
political work &nd to individuale in your personal lives? What
ig your understanding of Indochina %8 & Focal #oint if the
gtruggle for national independence against neo-coloniglism?

2. How doeg our ¥Solidarity work" for Indochina relate to our
own gtruggle agalnst oppressive forces in the U;S,?

The mogt sustained and well known gtruggle againgt Imperildliam
has beenl in Vietrian. It is the one that people know the most
about, and has taken on the meaning of an example.— It is"Where
the contradiction between Imperialism and the anti-ImperiAlist
struggle (which includes the struggle for national independence
g the most blatent at thig time. Solidarity with this struggle
igthe onl¥ posgition that we can, or would want to take. It
meang we hive to come to an Understandifig of that &truggle and
ite importance. "Each of us as individuals have an understanding
of these things and that brings us together to work in solidarity
with the Indochinese gtruggle. Our golidarity work threatens
the establighment and 1limite their effacacy. This heightens
the contradictions (for example thelr use of increased repression)
and thus glves us ways to educaté more people, i.e. Watergate,
Pentagon Papers, various conspiridcy trials, etec. Recogniging
that the forces that—eppress us are the same that opprefs
people iti Indochina-=-and geeing the univVersality of that
phenomona” (of Inperialism and Neo-colonialism)---helps us to
educate people about it, It also gives us the opportunity to
uge the Indochinese model of gstruggle in our own lives and
political work, 1.€. collectivism, Criticiom and sé&lf-criticlem,
recoghizing our real ehemiés, endurance, perserverance, ctc.
Solidabity work i¥ essehtially positive and so enhances our
unity work here, and doesnh't turn people off go much as some
other movement philosophice might.

8. Constituency work. Young college or post college radicals
and old time liberals are our basgic constituency. We've found
go0lidarity with women's groups and chiirch groups. No connections
as vet with unionaz or schools., but plan to try to get ifito high
schoole this year, by offering olir resources to the local
teacher's Union by m&ans of cohtact with individual teachers;

and by a mailing (to-~all teachers in the union) of our liteérature
and a letter deascribing our resources, and offering to speak,etc.

L, War Bulletin and Focidl Point. We feel the heed for a mase-
digtribution informational Tresgource, and we have uged thé Indo-
ching Bulletin effectively a¥ such in"'the paest. The Focal

Point does not seém appropriate for masa distribution, but we
find %t very valuable in terma of internal comiunication wWithHin
IPC--~in terme of "information. We feel both papers are valuable
and do not duplicate each other's functions.

5. Membersghip guidelines. S,B,'s most recent discussion on

the queation of membership resulted in our taking a position
againgt favouring ites ddoption. We have not had an opportunity
to rediscuzs it in view of the atate'a decision, but since the
job of the state committee is to synthesize all local positions
into a state position, we will support the stated state position
keeping in mind the slogan "Implement all State DPecigione”,

The guidelines Eeen basically sound and we .have been moving in
that direction anyway.
5. What have fie been Hoilng? We have leafletted and raised
funde for MAI at a local Ficsta Parade. Visited Congrescman's

L
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Teague's administrative assistant and discussed the plight of
political prisoners, cutting off aid 'to Thieu, the Food for
Peace Program, support for the Veteridne Benefite Bill, ete.
He seemed to listén and we Zave him a great deal of printed
information and talked for a long time. It is really hard to
cvaluidte the effect, but we felt we did a good Job, and gave
him facts he did not know béfore. We have continued our political
prigoner work by gelling bracelets, arranging women's 'slide

show at City College, and 'selling bracelets there, leafletting

at the Joan Baez concebrt and getting hér to anndunce ug, planning
for two upcoming tour appearances in Santa Barbara, we drove
to LA, to meet wWith the Refource Center anid see "State of
Seige" a¥ a group, and we have beeh doing a lot” of”talking

and preparation for fall work to beginafter the natlonal
conference. Deople's scheduleg are changing &nd we're getting
our own fall trips tofether. We plan to prepare unified
resources o0 we all can functioh as speakers &nd resource
people for our "high school offenzive”. "We want to &peak, \
dhow fildg, etc.. and to prepare ourselves for this welre
writing a booklet which outlines important pointe to make, with
the 1llustrationgincluded, statigtics right there, etc. We
will gell political prisoner packets and bracelets on the gtree
and in conjunction with thé women's slide show and sell "Women |
Under Torture'. Welve cstablighed a cooperative literature
distribution agreement with the UFW zumport here, Mafiy of us
are also working with the committee to reatore democracy in
Chile and other community groups. We also plah to show "Pogt
War War" and "A Question of Torture"” to selected groups.

7. National Conference. We all wart to go, and conceivably
could go if we could f1y (that's 8 - 10 people). But the
Tour will be here Tuesday and the conference beging Friday
afternoon which rulef out driving and getting there in any kind
of shape to participate (and it rules out driving for suré for
Fresno who has the tour Wednegday). We can't afford to pay
for oubPselves, but if there was some money forthcoming from
someplace, we would sure try to make up the difference from
somelthere! Q
e i ok \\
8. A Aquestion that we would likc to sce answered ls "What 1se \
your principle or primary problem in you? political work?"
However, we feel that questionz in™general should be determined
in part by the respongses to thege cueztiong, and also by what
happens at the néxt State Coordinating Committee meeting and/or
the conference, and othHer eVentg that transpite. We féel that
theoretical questions are valuagble and necesgsary. but questions
such as the first th¥ee in this mewsletter are very deéep and
broad and seem to require a great deal of =mpace, to say nothing
oftime for disecussion. in order to respond to them completely.

We don't have a gréat deal of time to go over all the euestions,
and it seemed we had to choose sfomewhat between doIng other ~
things we'd planned and diegcussing the newgletter ®#uestions as
well as we would have liked t&. Hence, the esomewhat  disjointed
answerg to the more involved euestions. and the rather ruched
typing job for which we apologi=me.
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As always we are running a little behind "schedule" so
we have not had a discussion of' the questions sent out by Allen
to the chapters for the state newsletter. we can report on
our activities and thereby reveal a partial answer to some of
the questions, especially the questions about building a base
with a certain constituency.

Following the statewide coni'erence in Santa Barbara
and the Aug. 15 bombing cutoi't’, we had a Cambodia Forum at
San Diego State University. Paul Rider, of the Pentagon Papers
Trial delegation to Indochina, came down from L.A. and spoke.
we did a fair amount oif publicity including a mailing to over
600 people, radio. announcements, and ads and articles in 3
ol the local alternative newspapers. Only 20 people came which
caused us to reconsider some oi our assumptions. Specif'ically
we 1elt that we could no longer rely on pulling the progressive
community together through city-wide events for eiffective out-
reach., Rather, we should try to rely on institutions and commun-
ities with deif'ined constituencies and programs that we can
integrate ourselves into as much as possible.

e continue to leaflet weekly and do so in a variety of
communities around the city. There are four main areas we hit
every four weeks. e haven't picked one constituency as the
key one to work with. e work with all dif'ferent kinds of' people.

Our political education has reached a temporary impasse as
we continue to put off our {f'inal evaluation of' "The inemy by
Felix CGreen. Generally we consider political education one of
our strengths and intend to continue with a study program.

Since the state conference we met with one of our congression—
al representatlves, Lionel Van Deerlin, and one of Senator Tunney's
aides. e were well armed with information from the Coalition to
Stop funding the war and the IPC L.A. Resource Center. Van
Deerlin was especially impressed and responded Yavorably
with limited committments to see that our proposals were
given some consideration before the appropriate committees.

As part oi the International .eek of Concern we have shown
the Saigon prisoner 1'ilm in some classes, and intend to use it
again. e have also done some radio tapes on the prisoner situa-
tion to be played all week. On Sunday, Sept. 23, we will join
AFSC and “WILPF in a gathering at the S.D. Zoo, distributing
leaflets and talking to people. Je will display our new sign
which an artist did for us. It is 8' x 3', multi-color enam@l

on wood and designed for use in the polltlcal prisoner campaighn.
We {elt it would be useful to have something large and identi-

fiable with us when we leailet.

iliracle oif miracles, a S.D. Union reporter is working on a
story about our IFC group. The Copley press is generally nothing
more than a mouthpiece for the Nixon gang so this is a real break.
ije shouldn't count our chickens before they are hatched but it is

something to look forward to.

Re: Focal Point. To solve the need for both a mass and an
organizational newspaper why not alternate issues?

Re: state money. e wholeheartedly endorse state comm.
proposal: 45% national, 10% state, and L5% local from tour funds.
ready
e are ﬂettlnﬁ/ﬁor the Debris tour with much excitement!
(P.S. We are looking {for Hangin' in there,
volunteers irom the state S>:.D. IPC

to help leai'let & poster the week of Uct. 11)
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One of the original goals of the anti-war movement was to
eliminate American military influence from Indochina., We are
2till working for peace in Indochina because of the American
gupported police and prisgon systems in Vietnam., We are gtill
working becaugse if the political prisoners in Thieu's Jjails

are not releaged, 1f ald to Thieu is not=cut off, 1f the
Vietnamese do not have the right to self-determination, if, in
ghort, the peace agreements are not implemented, there is no -
peace in Indochina., and there is a strong posgibility of Ameri-
can military re-intervention. We are gtill working becauge we
have to finish what is almost done,

It is important for us (o struggle with other Americans to
understand that the Indochinese people are people, got the
facelegse enemy the guccesegive U,S, administrations woulk have
ug beliecve., As we leggen the divigions between ourselveg and
the Indochinese people. we can apply valuable ingights and
practices learned from their examples to our own oppreggion
indlvidually and collectively in the U,S,

Indochina Solidarity means to ugs that we under hat we can
not have a neo-colonialist foreign policy and‘éﬁ???éiﬁlg democracy
at home. Repression is conducted on an fver-increastns’scale

to individuale through the media. judicial system. etc., We,

and thousands more. are made to feel like criminals for holding |
political beliefs unpopular to the governmental administratione, !
We hold that theé oppression of the Indochinege people depende

on the individual and collective represgion of every American
citizen, and at the sgame time we find in the Indochinese people
inapirational examples of patience, single-mindedness and courage
to us as we continue our work. We are algo very persgonally
affected by the fact that Vietnamese friends of ours in Fresno

are facing gerious deportation efforts by the AID for political
stances opposing Thieu, hence facing certain imprisonment,

torture and possibly death, not only to themselves, but to

their families in Saigon ag well.

The war in Indochina has proved to be the longest military
gtruggle in the higtory of the U,S., and—has become the focus
of all third world struggles agginst neo-colonialism., —It ie
the most recent place where people have fought face-to-face
with U,S., imperialism, and not Jjust puppetz.” There were a

few people in thHe Fresno chapter who hold that the outcome will \)
determine the fate of present struggles in Africa, South America)x
Chile, the Middle East. etc. However, some people felt that

the Indochinege struggle is gsignificant now. but were uncertain
about the Focal Point theory. They held that two years ago they
would have felt comfortable about the theory, but they feel"
that thinges have changed. While one person gaid that if there
wag a focal point it should be the Middle East, others were not
gure that the whole concept of the importance of having a Focal
point makeg genge, and if it does they thought that it ig euite
posgible it would be gomewhere else,.

It 1= clear that the Fresno chapter's actual and most succegsful
congtituency has been on the state college campug, though we
have made some efforts to reach out in the community through
Joint actions with an Ad Hoc Committee on Vietnam, the Minority
Community, leafletting in community traffic areas, political
education classes at the public library, showing slide shows in
high schoole, holding events at the city college.

-~
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A few people are making an effort to print bi-lingual literature
for the Chicano community and a private high gchool 18 encour-
aglng students to work in IPC thie year. We have a short

range program planned for the sgtate college: Vietnam Vets
poetry reading, the Tour, a Vietnamese dinner with poetry and
singing, and a benefit concert/dance for IPC. A potential
gtrategy 18 developing in the Chicano community, beginning with
the bi-lingual literature mentioned above.

We congider the Indochina Bulletin to be an objective and
thorough news report. The Focal Foint we see ag an organizations?!
news link between IPC and other already convinced anti-war
groups. We have used the IB for magss digtribution, although

our ability to digtribute them ig lesaening, due to finahcial
debte we mist clear.” We haVe mainly been uging them recéntly

for ¥nternal political education. "FP ha& been utilized a# a
back-up resource for the IB whenh people expresgsintereat in
activity around Indochina. We encourage the staffs of both
plblications to meet and diccuss the roles and functions of the —
paperg. and then present a statement to the next State Coordinat-
Ing Committee meeting on October 14,

Our chapter generally agreed that people feel more comfortable
coming into a non-membership organization and khat the proposal
ghould be considered a guidéline for what we could do at
meetings, and how we might operate as a chapter. Several

people objected strongly to '™e whole concept of membership,

and a few thought that #1 (iAealogical agrcement) would have

to be interpreted broadly. Some thouzht that point #L (sharing
of organizational tasks) should be clarified.

We are continuing our regular #Weekly meetings, most times taking
care of buginess matters that arise., We decided to fold our
office becauze it was serving no purpose for ug at this time

and costing us a lot of money we thought could be better used
for materials. We continue to digstribute the Indochina Bulletin
Bhd have begun distribution of theé Focal Point To interested
people. We've taken the Indochina Bulletin to the bum depot

afid large shopping centerB through the summer and tried to
talk with people and get @uestions and responses. We recelved
good feedback, but are still wondering about the role of the IB
and"FP for our chapter. We've also been distributifng the poli-
tical prisoner leaflets arolind town, most recently at the UFWOC
cofivention héld ih Fresno, at shopping center& and CSUF now

that school hat reopened. We havé set up a table at CSUF which
wlll operate regularly with literature and gtress active
IinVolVement in IPC. Plans are being finalized for the Tour.
Khal afid Phuong (the two Vietnamese §tudentg in Fresno facing
deportation) need our support critically right now. Their
hearing date is coming up in Nctober, and the¥ need as much
publicity as possible. Plans include a Vietnamege dinner/poétry
reading/singing cvent follwwing the Tour. wherc we hope to raise
funds for their defende,.

One member of our chapter ig planning to 2o to Ohio, and it is
possible that a delegation from the private high school (Millbrook)
mentioned earlier will attend the conference.

We suggest that individuals attending the conference in Ohio

make a report to thé =tate through the next issuc of the newsletter.
How do chaptera relate to the ReSource Center? ~What role do
chaptergs feel they have in the national organization? Who are

the IPC policy makers? What role do chapters feel they play in
policy making?
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CITY REPORT---DOWNEY IPC

The start of school and nww jobs has taken a minor toll on Downey IPC, but
we're still hanging in there. People in our chapter go to Cal State Long Beach,
Cal State Dominguez and Long Beach Citty college. and/or work full .time as
mothers ., a L.V.N., waitresses, a crafts teacher and a lifeguard at a neuro-
psychiatric hospital and a hospital librarian.

Our first project after the state conference was selling political prisoners
bracelets at tge Joan Baez concert in Long Beach. Several other IPC people showed
up (mostly from the L.A. area) and distributed Political Prisoner leaflets. The
reception th the leaflets was very good. The success of our bracelet campaign was
definately minimal. We sold only $48 worth of baacelets. We asked for a $1 for
a bracelet and packet. In the future we will ask for 25¢ or whatever a person can
afford. (A percentage of our fund-raising now goes to Phyllis, because we feel
there's a need for a full-time coordinator in L.A.)

Downey invited Jane Fonda to speak at our community outreach meeting on Aug.
28. Our turn-out was surprisingly good considering space and geography.
Approximately 30 people came. The group was diverse--students and working people
aged 15 to 60. We were pleased with how the people reacted to Jane and her info.
People came with beliefs that they questionad at the end of the meeting. We had
planned a slide show for the people who had come, but due to misunderstandings
within our own group, the follow-up ‘' calls were made late and no one showed up.
We're now contacting these people about the Week of Concern and the Demonstration.

In the last month, our major work has been on the demonstration. at CSC. We
leafleted campuses and movie lines for the demonstration. We also wrote a letter
to the employees of CSC explaining the reason for the demonstration and
that the demo was not an attack on the employees. We see this leaflet as having
major importance. CSC employees were remarkably . receptive. (not
everyone of course) Many people came out of the building to get the leaflet. We
also were told by an employee that CSC had posted an answer to our charges in the
elevators. We feel that if we had not communicated with the employees, .that they
would not have understood the reason for the demonstration and would have reacted
negatively to it. We acted on the belief that they probably didn'"t know what
their comaany was responsible for. They are not our enemies and with information
they make may make some changes.This kind of approach has been lacking in the
anti-war movement and we believe should be made a major emphasis in future work.

In the next six weeks we plan to emphasis congressional pressure work. One
of our members was part of a delegation to see Congressman Bell and appointments
have been made with the Aides of Anderson (who discovered the Tiger Cages) and
Housner. We will give them our information packet, which has extensive documentation,
and list of < ideas for legislation and publicity around the political
prisoner issue that we would like to see them implement. We plan to book the
slide show and political prisoner film on campuses and in a Unitarialn Church in
Long Beach. There we hope to encourage people to pressure their congresspeople.

Solidarity,

Downey IPC

= We are including our leaflet to the employees of CSC.
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October, 1973

Dear Friends,

While the Middle-east, Chile and war criminal Richard
Nixon's domestic cri dominate the front pages, we
know that you are aware that the outcome of events in
Indo-China will have a profound effect on the entire
world and national situation, The Vietnamese struggle
we beliwwe, remains critical to the entire power of
U.S. Imperialism at home and abroad.

The Vietnamese struggle therefore is our struggle.
The present U,S. policy of sabatoging the January agreement
through massive military and economic aid to Thieu and
his imprisonment of thousands of political prisoners
requires that we do as much as possible to support the
the Vietnamese struggle to implement the accords.

Cond4tions have never been more favorable. The Nixon
adminstration, largely as result of the Indo-China caused
Watergate crisis is more unpopular, divided and weak
than ever before. (Enclosed you will find a leaflet
about a forthcoming talk by Leonard Weinglass, attorney %
for Daniel Ellsberg, Tony Russo and the Chicago Eight
and a recent visitor to Hanoi who will elaborate on the
Indo-China/Watergate relatienship.)

In addition, the pressure of Third World countries
meeting at the recent Conference of Noun-Aligned Nations
in Algiers was successful in forcing a change of the
Soviet Unions position on Cambodia. Phey have increased their
support for the legitimate Cagbodia regime whoge head
of statg¢ -is Norodom Sihanouk and reduced their support
for the U,S, installed dictator Lonmn Nol.

In order to take advamtage of these opportunities,
there are many impedingemeetings, action programs and
other things to do.

On Tuesday, October 30, the Northwest Women for Peace
will sponsor an activity calling attention to the
continued imprisonement of South Vietnamese political
prisoners. Begining at Noon at Kennedy Square, there
will be a mock tiger cage. Also IPC tour member Jean
Pierre Debris, a Frenchman imprisoned in S igon for
two years will be present. We urge you all to attend.
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Northwest Women, and others, were alsc instrumental
in recently persuading Channel 56 to tape a one hour
spetial program which included the powerful film "A
Question of Torture", Crucial and well documented
information, systematically denied the American peo-
ple is presented. Now however, the highest officialk
of Channell56 have refused to air the program. They
claim that it is too controversial and "biased" for
public viewing, despite the fict that they themselyes
selected an Air Force Colonel who appears on the
program to present the "other side",

The shows producew, AndyDriscoll, mneeds our
support in his efforts to get the program shown,
Public T.V., is supposed to be controversial and
responsive to community groups. Wc¢ urge that you mﬁ
write letters and make telphone cnllsas individuals
and if possible as representatives of churches
and organizations demanding that the program,"Viet
Nam:Prisons of the South" be shown immediately.

Letters or calls should be directed at James
M. Christianson, General Manager; Jack Costello,
Production Director and Jerry Trainor, program
director. Channel 56 is at 41 Second Ave. 48202,
Telephone 873-7200.

In the Congressional arena, things are promising,
althoogh the Abourezk ammendement of which Tom, Jane,
and others on the IPC tour spoke was defeated. Thewe
is a solid and growing Congressional bloc opposing
funding for Thieu and there are important things
that can be done imm '“'iately to intensify pressure
on Congress.

In particular, Congresesman Brcomfield from the
19th Congressional District is a member of the con-
ference committee which is to resolve differences
between the Sgnate and Hpouse vercions of the foriegn
aid appropriations bill. The Senate version is betq
ter in that it calls for only a $376 million approp-
riation for Thieu as opposed to the $632 million w
which Nixon requested and the Hguse approved. In
addition, the Senate bill provides that Thieu's
police could no longer be trained in the U.,S, or
elsewhere. Also, it provides that it is the sense
of Congress that the U,S, should not furnish
military assistance to any country not complying
with the January 27 peace agreement and that it is
the sense of Congress that "The President should ¢
deny economic or military aid to the governement
of any foriegn country which imprisons its citizens
for political purposes." The latter provision
although powerless, would presumably apply to
U.S., policy in Chile, Greece, South Africa and else-
where in addition to Viet Nam.
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Letters, telegrams, delegations and other
pressures on Broomfield could be extremely
helpful in the favorable resolution of the dif-
ferences in the bills. Broomfield has gradually
in recent years become slightly more responsive
to the overwhelming anti-war sentiment in his dis-
trict and therefore it is possible to make a dif-
erence in this case.

Whatever the outcome of the conference committees
negotiations, another Abourezk type ammendment
will be introduced shortlrisy representative Roybal
of Califormnia (largely as the result of IPC pressure
from his own district). All Congressiomnal reprosen—=-
tatives should be urged to support this eZid any ot?her
such legislation. We will try to keep you posted
about specific details as they become available.
The sending of prisoner bracelets to Congress peopde,
suggesting that they wear them also, is considered
a good tactic by staff people at the Coalition to
Stop Funding War in Washington.

The Michigan Medical Aid Committee is the state
office of Medical Aid to Indo-China (MAI)---the nation-
al organizations which has raised millions of dollars
for the purchase of medical supplies and equipment
for Indo=-China.

Michigan Medical Aid, now a year and a half old,
continues to raise funds for Indo-China and is ex-
ploring the possiblity of setting up channels for
the delivery of medical supplies and equipment to
liberation struggles in Southern Africa and Latin
America, In addition, it is prepaving a health and
safety pamphlet which will provide an analysis of
the health care delivery system in Viet Nam and
our own health care system---how it c¢perates and
why., It will also include a section on basic health
care iuformation and occupational health and safety.

Films, slide shows, speakers and literature Are
ava.ilable on request. For more information write
or call Michigan Medical Aid Committee., 16408 Hamil-
ton; Highland Park, Michigan 48203. Telephone
3432-7466. Checks or money orders shonld be made out
to Michigan Medical Aid Committee.

Indo-China: A National Planning Conference will
be held Oct. 26-28 in Dayton, Ohio. Its purpose
will be to plan a continuing educational and action
national campaign to free the political prisoners ..
and stop aid to Thieu and Lon Nol., More than 15
national organizations are supporting the IPC call-
ed conference. About 16 people from Detroit and oth-
ers from Ann ARbor are planning to attend. Groups
represented will include: Clergy and Laity Concerned,
Northwest Women, the Living Worship Community, The
Alliance, Medical Aid for Ipdo-China, the Mgtor
City Labor League as well as IPC. A complete report
will be made upon our return,
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Finally, more IPC literature is avaiable through
the office. We have received more of Holly Near's
album (cost $3.50) and a few more prisoner bracelégs,
We expect to get a large supply from a local source
shortly. Call us at 867-2917 if you need materials
or information about films and speakers. There may
still be some openings in Jean Pierre Debris Oct
30-31 schedule. If you kmow of a school, church,
press interview or other audience, call us to find
out.

In the struggle,

oy

Frank H. Jgyce
for IPC
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