The Party Program

Attached is the Table of contents of Lenin on The Revolutionary

Proletarian Party of a New Iype, published by Foreigh Language
Press Peking 1960,

Please read the "Contents™...then return to this sheet.  §

want to highlight some points I believe are crucial to
our organizational politics.

".eeThe progrem must formulate our bésic views, exactly
establish our immediate political tasks, point out those
immediate demands which must mark out the range of
agitational activity and give it unity, broaden and deepen
ity.from fragmentary agitation...to agitation for the
whole body of Social-Democrgtic démands. Now, when social
democratic activity has already roused a considerably
wider circle of socalist-intellectuals and councious
workers, it is urgently necessary to consolidate the links

between them with a programme and thus give them all a_

firm basis for further wider activity.

"Draft Programme for Our art¥"1899 Lenin (underling mine)

What is the programme of various circles?

What programme do we support?




‘

from ESSENCE OF PARTY'S PROGRAM......
. v
As wn‘seo it, the task of Social*Democracy is to organisze
and help to c;rry on the class struggle, to point out its
essential aims, and to analyse the conditions which determine
" the methods by which this struggle should be sxemmpiizkms
conducted. "The emancipstion of the working classes must be
conqured by the working classes themselves." But while we
‘do not a. erate ocial-Denocrac from the labor movement ,

o

we t_not forget that the task oftthe former is to

q

-Xepresent the interests of this movement mmxawhmk in

!%1 countféeg as 8 whole, that it must not blindly worship

the particubar phasp in which it may find itself at

- any pdrticular time or place. aWb think it is the duty

of Socizl Denocracz to support every revolutionagz
M

movement against the existing state and social s tem, and

we regard its aim to be the cagture of Eglitical ggwcr
by the working class, the expropritation of the exploiters,
“ll“——

and the establishment of a socalist societl.

fromDraft Declaration of the Editorial Board of Iskre
and Zarya 1900 °(underling mine)

Work only in workplaces is a function of lack of resources,
and lack of party organization. It should not be held up

as a model of communist work.

Rectifying the errors of the enti-war or anti-imperalist




movement should 'not lead us to economism or national chauvinism
by placing our struggle only at workplaces and only on the

question of pfoletarian revolution in this country.

again....

The recognition of internationalsim in uor&, and the

substitution of petty-bourgouise nationalsim and pacifism

for it in deed, in all propaganda, agitation and practical

work, is a.very common thing not only among the parties of
the 8econd Iytennati&nal, but also among those who have
withdfawn from the Intérnational, and often even among
those which now call themselves Communist Parties. The
struggle against this evil, against the most deeply rooted
petty-bourgouise national prejudices, comes the more to
dictatorship of the proletariate from a nation al one (i.e.
existing in one country end incapable of determinging world
politics) into an international one ( i.e. a dictatorship of
the proletariate covering at least several countries and

capable of excercising decisive influence upon the whole of

- world politics) becomes 2 pressing question of the day.

Petty-bourgouise nationalsims proclaims as internationalsin
the bare reéqgnition of the equality of nations, and nothing
more, uhiie (ees) preserving national egotism intact;
whereas PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM DEMANDS, FIRSTLY,

S ————y

THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE PROLETARIAN STRUGGLE IN ONE
— G e SR
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COUNTRY BE gggggDINATED TO -THE INTERESTS OF THAT STRQE?LE

ON_A WORLD SCALE, and secondly, THAT A NATION WHICH IS
STREEELTE ACHEIVING VICTORY OVER THE BOURGOUISE BE ABLE

TO MAKE THE GREATEST NAT ' 3 FOR THE SAKE OF

OVERTHROWING EE?#%EEL CAPITAL. ¥
Thusj in states which are already fully capaflalists, and

ich have workers parties that really act as the vanguard
of the proletariate; fhe struggle against ‘the opportunist

f rom"Preliminary Draft aff
Colonial Juestions™ 1920

eges on_the National and

aps and underling mine)

o

As I stated at the convention I helieve we are already.

engaged in party building. ‘I belleve the questioh of

prolearian internationalism is thé¥cornmorstone on

which a party in this country must be bujld. Including,

but not limited to, phe Negro Nation. %=
A A

“ .

m

Including but not limitﬁg_go ell nations and peoples
oppressed within the boundries of U.S.A.



Jemocratic Rights
o "
iee excerpt from State and Revolution

Jppertunism

'One of the essential tawks conditions for preparing the
roletariate for victory is a prolonged, ﬁersistent and’
*uthless struggle against‘oppertunism, refor;ism, social
thauvinism, and similar bourgouise influences and tendencies,
thich ared ihcvitable‘as long as the proletariate acts under
;apatlist conditions. Unless such a struggle is fought, and
mless a complete victéry over oppertunism within the working
lass movement is preliminarily gained, there can be no

wpe for the, dictatorship of the proletariate "

sonstitient Assembly Elections an& the D of P" 1919
fhere is NO doubt in mg mind that a siruggle must be
systematically waged against oppertunism, revisionism,
‘eformism, and thgt a struggle is the pre-condition

>f building a truly vanguard party. Howerer, I believe
Lt is shortsighted and narrow to focus the struggle
against revision as the main enemy. Oppertunism, is a
roncept and political reality which includeg{but is not
Limited tg’reviaionin.. More than the ideology of the
3P is underminging the working class movement. The
ldeology of trade unionists, social chmuvinists, working



clagg earx"tristg, sexual cﬁauvinists, and all ideologies
of reform and bourgouise self-sacrifice infest the
working class movement. It is true that the CPUSA

must be exposed and criticised to be able to put forth
an alternative communist party...but much more than the

" CPUSA and its revisionist ideology stand between now

and the dictatorship of the proletariate. . The CPUSA ' :
is an o nist party manifesting its oppertunism in, P
revisionism and reformism. Much of the non-CPUSA trade ?

-union leadership is oppertunist leadership, manifesting its '3
oppertunism in reformism and social chauvinism. . What

l:lnkg the CPUAS and non-CPUSA trade unionists? OPPERTUNISM
What historically is the -cause of the downfall of the

+ mov

Second International and the CPSU? Uppertunism in
AR AT

face of the 'atrategy and strength of the imperalists.

the
0 _) Cavls
linwep
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The working class of the imperalist nations has

J

been throughly imbued with the diverse ideology of

stwe
'\\shv
ot

oppertunism through the use of superprofits to

buy off ieaderﬁhip and desiminate bourgouise views,
mﬂmu, Opper - 0 AATIVL QUVS TIeriS — .

: Pr oLETARIAL INTERNATPIVALIIR
Oppertunism must be done in on all fronts, or it will
re-emerge in a form difforent than the CPUSA. It will

“ P BTy,
even re-emerge in a mew party . YRR RERIRIED

TR0y X YR BT e e TN .
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V.. Lenin

J n. 21 this year marks the 50th anniversary of
Ler n's death. In commemoration the following
exc wptfrom Lenin’s classic work, “State and
Re' olution,” is teprinted below. Lenin here
de: :ribes, in telescoped form, the process of f T
tra. sition from capitalism to communism, ending gl
in e withering away of the state.

In its fii. it phase or first stage communism cannot as yet be economically ripe and

entirely { ee of all tradition and of all taint of capitalism. Hence the interesting

‘phenom non of communism retaining, in its first phase, ‘‘the narrow horizon of
bourgeo ; rights.’’ Bourgeois rights, with respect to distribution of articles of
consumy tion, inevitably presupposes, of course, the existence of the bourgeais
state, fo rights are nothing without an apparatus capable of enforcing the ob-
servanct of the rights.

Consei uently, for a certain time not only bourgeois rights, but even the bourgeois
state rei ains under communism, without the bourgeoisie!

This m: y look like a paradox, or simply a dialectical puzzle for which Marxism is
often bl: ned by people who would not make the least effort to study its ex-

‘traordin rily profound content.

But, a¢ a matter of fact, the old surviving in the new confronts us in life at every
step, in | ature as weéll as in society. Marx did not smuggle a scrap of “bourgeois’
rights in 2 of his own accord; he indicated what is economically and politically
inevitab ! in a society issuing from the womb of capitalism.

Demol ‘acy means equality. The great significance of the struggle of the proletariat
for eque ity, and the significance of equality as a slogan, are apparent, if we
correctl interpret it as meaning the abolition of classes. But democracy means only
formal € juality. Immediately after the attainment of equality for all members of
society 1respect of the ownership of the means of production, that is, of equality of
labor ar' | equality of wages, there will inevitably arise before humanity the question
of going further from formal equality to real equality, i.e., to realizing the rule, 'From
each ac ording to his ability; to each according to his needs.” By what stages, by
means ¢ ‘ what practical measures humanity will proceed to this higher aim —this we
do not ¢ 1d cannot know. But it is important to realize how infinitely mendacious is
the usu: | bourgeois presentation of socialism as something lifeless, petrified, fixed
once fo all, whereas in reality, it is only with socialism that there will commence a
rapid, g nuine, real mass advance, in which first the majority and then the whole of
the pop lation will take part—an advance in all domains of social and individual life.

Demo racy is a form of the state—one of its varieties. Consequently, like every
state, it :onsists in organized, systematic application of force against human beings.
Thison he one hand. On the other hand, however, it signifies the formal
recogni on of the equality of all citizéns, the equal right of all to determine the
structul ) and administration of the state. This, in turn, is connected with the fact
that, at | certain stage in the development of democracy, it first rallies the proletariat
as arev lutionary class against capitalism, and gives it an opportunity to crush, to
smash 1) bits, to wipe off the face of the earth the bourgeois state machinery —even
its repu lican variety: the standing army, the police, and bureaucracy; then it
substiti :es for all this a more democratic, but still a state machinery in the shape of
armed ) 1asses of workers, which becomes transformed into universal participation
of the eople in the militia. !

Here * juantity turns into quality”: such a degree of democracy is bound up with
the abz idonment of the framework of bourgeois society, and the beginning of its
socialis reconstruction. If every one takes part in the administration of the state,
capitali m cannot retain its hold. In its turn, capitalism, as it develops, itself creates
prerequ sites for “every one’’ to be able really to take part in the administration of




With such economic prerequisites it is perfectly possible, immediately, within
twenty-four hours after the overthrow of the capitalists and bureaucrats, to replace
them, in the control of production and distribution, in the business of control of

labor and products, by the armed workers, by the whole people in arms.

" From the moment when all members of society, or even only the overwhelming
majority, have leamed hpw to govern the state themselves, have taken this business
into their own hands, have ‘“established” control over the insignificant minority of
capitalists, over the gentry with capitalist leanings, and the workers thoroughly
demoralized by capitalism — from this moment the need for any government begins
to disappear. The more complete the democracy, the nearer the moment when it
begins to be unneceéssary. The more democratic the ‘‘state” consisting of armed
workers, which is “no longer a state in the proper sense of the word,” the more
rapidly does every state begin to wither away.

For when all have leamed to manage, and independently are actually managing by
themselves social production, keeping accounts, controlling the idiers, the gen-
tiefolk, the swindlers and similar ‘‘guardains of capitalist tréditions,” then the escape
from this national accounting and control will inevitably become so increasingly
difficult, such a rare exception, and will probably be accompanied by such swift and
severe punishment (for the armed workers are men of practical life, not sentimental
intellectuals, and they will scarcely allow any one to trifle with them}, that very soon
the necessity of observing the simple, fundamental rules of everyday social life in
common will have become a habit.

The door will then be wide open for the transition from the first phase of com- .
:ufut;l:tsochtytoiuhbhwphm,mdﬂonqwm: it to the complete withering away

state.

B Ric, it i JANUARY 30, 1974 - GUARDIAN - 11
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JInternal Notebook/Convention I)YS
from PC ; 3

Strencths of MCLL

1. Developing Marxist-Leninist theory

2. Survival as an organization of leaders with a revolutionawy thenuy,

3. Base in the TEP and service sectors of the class (base weaning thal
‘we are in positions of leadersiiiy)

4, More people at the point of production than one yeaxr ago.

5., National and international relations i

6. Experience in the class struggle.

7. Experience in military situations.

8. democratic centralism

9. commitment of cadre to struggle and work

Weaknesses of MCLL #

1. Lack of clear pclitical lines.

. Lack of a strategy for organizing the subjective (consciousness) o

the class.

. Unéven development of cadre in both theory and practice,
. Underdeveloped cultural life in the organization.
. Pace - misuse of cadre time, energy, and skills.
. -Lack of a base in the industrial proletariat.
. Isolation from other progressive forces.

8. Family-children relations

9, Petty-bourgeois tendencies
10, Use of criticism/self-criticism,

S}

NP w

Sucesses of MCLL since IMay convention

1. Theoretical production on the multi-national corporaticn.

2. Study of the writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao Tse-Tung,
Ho Chi Minh, Le Duan, Trong Chinh, and other,

3., Promulpation of Lhe mass line on Vietnam.

4, Development of skills for linear propaganda: leafleis, newspaper,

5. Bookstore, darkroom, video equirment.

6., A & P strategy for work in the MEA.

7. Coffeebreak

8. Theoretical production on the woman question.

9, Leadership in WEU

10, Food-Coop 4

11. Leadership at Metropolitan Hospital

12, Legal work for point of production workers.

13. Theoretical vproduction on’ trade unions.

14, Marxist-Religious Dialogue :

15. Theoretical production on class composition

15, Control, Conflict and Chanze

17. Building a material base - the office, macihines, etc,

18. Labor Day

19, Leadership in TEP and service sector trade unions,

20. Developing understanding of culture, the superstructure, and the
means to strengthen proletarian culture.



Failures of MCLL since the MAY convention

1. Failure to do theoretical work on the areas in III A-D of the
convention document,

2. Failure to develop the means of theoretical production listed in
II A-E of the constitution.

3. Failure of the CC to lead the organization toward the clarification
of political lines immediately after the May convention.

4, Failure to implement or re-evaluate the Three-stage strategy.

5. Failure of the CC to engage itself and the rest of the organization
in process of criticism/self-criticism.

6. Failure of the CC to unify the membership, hold regular meetings as
required by CC vote, and lead to the early clarification of
tendencies in the organizatlon and unified struggle around thiem.

7. Failure of the CC to implement the organizational priorities stated
in the May constitution, and unite around the promulgation of the
mass line on Vietnam passed at the last convention.

8. Failure of the CC to develop organizational security,
9. Failure of the CC to define and implement disciplinary measures.
10. Failure of the A & P commission to develop a strategy for imylementing

the commission description (VI, paragrapias 1 and 2) and coumission
priorities B, 2 & 3, and C.

11, Failure of the Women's Commission to carry out theoretical work as
outlined in the commission description and disseminate it to the
class.,

12, Failure of S & P commission theory for the organization and t'ie
class around items D,E,H,I,J,K,L,M of commission description.

13. Failure of 8§ & P to develop strength and a base in the industrial
proletariat,

"14. Failure of TEP commission to disseminate theoretical production
on VIV, B in commission description.

15, The Alliance

16, MIC

17, CCC Institute

18, Work in the industrial proletariat (loss of Richard, Michael, Sam,

- Michael Berger, almost VB, almost Mark A.)



» 3.

Clarification of organizatiomal lines adopted at Mav Convention

mass line: that we would take Vietnam into all organizational and
external work.

political lines:

1. commitment to developinz a ''strategy for organizing our class to
the stage necessary for the creation of a revolutionary party."

2. "The ability to develop our own superstructure is an integral
necessity in revolutionary struggle.' 'We must arm ourselves with
the tools and skills of cultural control and influence."

3. Dictatorship of the proletariat.

4, "“develop class unity, class consciousness and class struggle within
the commmity, work place, and with the State."

5. "develop theory and practice to overcome class divisions and bourgeois
power," '

5

. commitment to develop "'strategies and tactics in such a way as to
strugsle against all forms of sychophancy and/or chauvinism (personality,
sector, racial, sexual, age, rezional, national); as well as left
sectarianism, dogmatism, and elitism.,"

7. Acceptance of democratic-centralism as principle of organization.
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/’_ﬂ X : X
posed general/specific tasks/policies

General Task of MCLL: Organize and consolidate the subjective conditions
of the class to the stage necessary for the
creation of a revolutionary party of the proletariat
based on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tse-Tung Thought.

Specific Tasks: (not in order of priority)

Consolidate, strengthen and expand MCLL:
~ a, develop democratic-centralism to a higher level
| Db. internal education
| c¢. investigation and analysis of objective and subjective
conditions in the US (application of the science of
Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions in the US,
Detroit, and internationally.)
application of the principles of struggle, work, and
comradely relations as found in tlie work of Mao Tse-Tung.
expansion of MCLL in the direction of the industrial proletariat
as well as expansion to people presently close-in to MCLL.
f. development of the material base of MCLL - further deprivitizatic
of material resources.

Rt o
o Q.

2) Develop, clarify, and implement political lines. Determine wiidch lines
are tlie political lines of the organization, and which are mass lines
for external projection in each sector of the class, under specific
obiective conditions.

(}) Develop a base (position AND leadership) in the industrial proletariat.

/ s ; s s
iQZ\ Orzanize an army of cultural workers, attack tlhe hourgeois superstructure
and culture, and build a proletarian culture.

Use a Marxist investization and analysis of obiective conditions to
clarify the fundamental, principle, and secondary contradictions
internationally, nationally and locally at tlie present tine, and
determine whic!i aspects of the contradictions are dominant.

5. JEnzaze in joint work, communications, and political strugzzle with

DO
all other progressive and revolutionary groups and organizations,
“!’Build the international united front against imperialism.,

(;b Build an apparatus for disseminating to our class the ideology of
proletarian internationalism and Marxist-Leninist analysis of objectlve
conditions, at the work place, in the local community, and nationally.

-
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Proposed political 11nes:(@emuul)

1. MCLL is an organization of comisunist revo7ag701a:ies zuided
science of Marxisu-Leninisi: and the principles of strusmzle, wor':,
criticism/self-criticism and discipllne put forth by Mao Tse- Iuad

e

@

2. MCLL believes in ‘tlie necessity of socialist revolutiocn tvrowu;
political, wmilitaryv, and cultural strug:les, wiic: leads to th
siezure of state power and the dictatorship of the proletariat
the creation of a socialist state, the consolidation of the 1
of the proletariat, tie implerentation of a full cultural rev
and the preparation for a communist society.

3
le
Tution,

3. The vanguard of the proletariat, its general staff in the revolutionary
strugezle and after the achievewent of state power, is a Marxist-
Leninist party. It is therefore necessary that we guide our wor'
toward developinz the class consciousness and class organization
which allow for tlie formation of tiie vanguard party of the proletariat.

4, The party of the proletariat is nothing without bhoth a political
and a military army of the proletariat, willing to accept the
leaders’iip of the party in the revolatlona v struggle against the
bourgeoisie, and uniting all classes which can ally thewselves
with tlie proletariat and against the bourgeoisie, It is therefore
essential that compunists work tirelessly toward the developwent of,
and give leadership to, a broad united front of tlhe people which
will fisht for proletarian democracy, freedor, ecuality, and
international solidaritv on the rolitical, diplomatic, cultural and
military fronts.

5. The four nrinciple international contradictions are:
1. The contradiction between imperialism and the oppressed natious,
2. The contradiction hetween tlie capitalist cam: and tlie socialist

')) camp
QK&) /3. The contradiction hetween and among capitalist nations,
///Z. The contradiction bLetween t'ie yroletariat and tlie bourgeoisie
o in capitalist countries. g
Of these, the contradiction whici: wust be heiglitened in oxder to
weaken imyerialiSm,rthe lighest stage of capitalisr, and strengti.en
the rosition of the world proletariat, is theé contradiction between
1wwerlalzsw and the op presseﬁ nations. It is therefore our obligation
as commmists to sive support to national liberation movements and
help build the international united front against imperialism,

. The primarv focus of the contradiction between inperialism and the
nphessed nations has heen and still is Indochina. The struzzle in




Indochina has brought about the first waior defeat for US imperialism,
united the world's progressive forces, and heightened the internal
contradictions in the US, It is in the fundamental interest of the
world's proletariat to complete the victory of the Vietnamese and
support in every way the consolidation of a socialist state in all

of Vietnam, It is particularly critical that communist forces within
the US, the leading imperialist nation, organize continuously in
support of the struggles of the people's of Indochina in the spirit
of proletarian intermationalism,

The principle antagonistic contradictions intermal to the US are:
1. the contradiction between the form of organization of the means
of production and the social relations of production,
2, the contradiction hbetween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie,
3. the contradiction between bourgeois ideology and culture and
proletarian ideology and culture,

Of these, the contradiction which must be heightened in order to
weaken bourgeois power and develop the conditions for the fommation
of a vanguard party of the proletariat to lead the masses in the
revolutionary struggle is the contradiction between bourgeois
ideology and culture and proletarian ideology and culture. Ihe
material (objective) conditions for socialism exist in the US, as
clearly descrived in Marx and Lenin, what does not exist are the
stibjective conditions necessary to transform the spontaneous motion
of the class into a revolutionary rorce ror the defeat of the
bhourgeoisie,

e ——
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