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In July 1971 the inmates of Attica Correctional PFacility
issued the ATTICA LIBUK'. .04 PACTION MANIPESTO OF DEMANDS AND
- ANTI-REPRESSION PLATFOI'!  .he ioxt of the statement and the
manifesto of demands indic:nte the inmafes' high level of pol-
“itical consciouSnass, both in an understanding of their existipg
situation and the factors that have caused it and in what will
be most effective in créating the consciousness that can aci}to

change it.

The programs which we are submitted to under the fa=-
-cade of rehabilitation is relative to the ancient stu=
pidity of pouring water on a drowning man, inasmuch as
we are treated for our hostilities by our program
administrators with their hostility as a medication.

In our efforts to comprehend on a feeling level an
existence conirary to violence, we are confronted by
cur captors with as to what is fair and just, we are
victimized by the exploitation and the denial of the
celebrated due process of law.

In cur peaceful efforts to assemble in dissent as
provided under this nation's United States Constitution,
we are in turn murdered, brutalized and framed on var-

- ious criminal charges because we seek the rights and
privileges of All American People.,

In our efforts to intellectually expand in keeping
with the cutside world, through all categories of news
media, we are systematically restricted and punitively
offended to isolation status when we insist on our
human rights to the wisdom of swareness, :
 For the purposes of this paper, we see in the above paragraphs,
- and throughout the July Menifesto as a whole, the existence of
~ three main themes, Pirst, inmate recognition of their own
alionation and of its base in their social relations in the
prison, which are s manifestation of the alienation inherent in

bourgesois comodity production. Secondly, the limited amount.of

'already existing codification (Constitution, Bill of Rights, Penal
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Law) has assisted them in their efforts through self education to

heighisn their conscicusness. Thirdly, further codification pos-v
sesses iurither educative possibilities and can provide them with
& modicum of protection against the arbitrariness of the institue- _
tions dominsting their lives. . |
| In attempting to anaiyze the Aitica Inmates®' Manifesto and
subsequent insurrection it may not be too misleading to look at,
and perhaps draw a limited analogy with, Hegel's discussion of

dominion and oppression or master and slnve, which is found in

his Phenomenology of Mind and discussed by Mitchell Franklin in

his erticle "The Role of Legal Method in the Philosophies of Law

of Hegel and Savign&."

The master alienates or seizes or appropriates the
work or artifact produced by the worker. But in his
turn the worker through his work or the artifact create-
ed by him struggles to negate or to alienate the alien=
ation or the ownership of the owner. The property

~ereated by the worker is enjoyed by the owner; but. such
satisfaction also limits the consciousness of the prop- .
erty hoelder. The worker has created this historically
limited consciousness. As new and more advanced pro=-
ductive possibilities and relations emerge in later
history, the consciousness of the master appears as :

~historically limited or fettered consciousness committed
to production and production relations which have lost
their historic validity. But the worker perceives in
the new productive possibilities and relations real
possibility of alienating the nlienation. The fettered
consciousness struggles to break ithe obsolete fetters
and thus to alienate the alienantion or obsolete appro-
priaticn of his work. Thus, as the old legal order,
consecreting the old property relations, is threatened,
it becomes arbitrary and equivecal. What had seemed to
be an established legal order, based on the rule of law,
iz threatened by the new, but real, possibilities, which
require new social relations or new property relations.
The old rule of law becomes the victim of such new pos-
sibilities because it reflects the course and outcome of
the struggle between the old and new social forces, one
struggling, sometimes without self ccanfidence, to main-

- tain the actuality of its actuality, and the other strug-
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gling to establish the actuality of its p0551b111ty by
.negating the other.... Dialectically actuality is in=
fected with its opposite, reel possibility, which alse
is actual, provided_this can be established by EraXLB
or social struggle.

True, the essential purpose of prisons in American society is not
'commodity production, although the New York State Prison Sysiem
does in fact maintein a state wide prison-induatrial complex, as

reflected in demend number five of the Manifesto.3

The domina-
tion of each individual prisoner is more complete (or is it only
different in form?) than that which could be accomplishad by:

1. the objectification of labor, followed by its appropriation by

the master; 2. the alienation of one from his life acti#ity or
from his act of producticna4 Certainly there was not a realiza-~
tion on the part of prisoners as workéré of new productive pos-
~sibilities within the prison walls in turn rendering old social
relations cobzolete end exposing the fettered yet resiating con-
aciousness c¢f declining social forces. |

How then do we explain the high level of consciousnesg'
achieved by large segments of the prison population (at the very
minimum a large leadership group), as menifested by: 1. the coan=-
tent of their demands and menifesto 2. the actual strategy and
tectics adopted in the course of the suBsequent revolt? How is
it that we account for the fact th@t it is American prisons today
more than the loci of commodity production whose inmaﬁes are
‘achieving such levels of political consciousness? In other words,
how ic it that the alieﬁntion of the alienation (on & level of .

consciousness) was able Yo take place in the relati#a absence of

réal appropriated practical activity?



In their manifesto the inmates give an indication of the
extent of the State's efforts through its penal institutions
and prison administrators, to systematically brutalize, degrade,

and dehumanize its prisencrs. In other words, it is a manifest-

aticn of the prisoners' r.ocognition of the fact that in bourgeois - -

society they are promis-. certain basic, humon inslienable rights

of »irh the State is detcriined to strip them. Whether the de-

‘hure= .- bion and brutalization of prisoners is a result of econ-

omic considerations or a belief that prisoners should be punished'

or both, the effect is the same. Probably the economic factor is
~the mure important. As Peter Kropotkin suggests, "...we may see
- throughout the bulky literature of 'prison;discipliné' that the
greatest admiratxon is bestowed preclsely cn those systems whxch
have obtalned the results of discipline with the least poss1ble

number of warders. The ideal of our prisons would be & thousand

automatons, rising and working, eating and going to bed, by elec~

tric currents transmitted to them from a Single warder."5 On the:

second pege of the Manifesto the inmates state the following:

We, the inmates of Attica Prison, have grown to re-
cognize beyond the shadow of & doubt that, because of
our posture as prisoners and branded characters as al-
leged criminals, the administration and prison employees
no longer consider or respect us as human beings, but
rather es domesticated animals selected to do their bid=-
ding in slave labor and furnished as a personal whxppzng
dog for their sadistic, psychopathic hate.

We, the inmates of Attica Prison, say to you, the
sincere people of society, the priscn system of which
your courts have rendered unto, is without question the
ruthoritative fangs of a coward in power.

Respectfully submitted to the people as e protest to
the vile and vicious slavemasters.
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They use the terms master and slave, and althougﬁ they do
not meation alienation or appropriation or seizure it is that
that they are describing. They are speaking not only of the
apprepriation of their labor, as in Hegel, but in gddition'éf
the constant attempt that is made to appropriate their whole
beings in a total denial'of their humanity. These attémpts.at
appropriation manifest theﬁselves in many forms: the assignment
of numbers; ihe special dress of Prisoners, appropriation of
labor, the attempt to give the pfisoners a totally unhistorie
existence. But the guards are not mistaken for the masters, they
are merely the representntives of the masters,‘toola themselves
and thus full of psyche: ‘tic hate, "the authoritati%e fangs of a
cowvard iﬁ powerg"7

Despite attempts of the State to extract the inmates from
k history, it has not been possible to erase the consciousness
developed in working.clﬁss families, the bourgeois educationail
‘system, military service and commodity production. In contradice
tion to the necessity of the bourgeoisie to appropriste the rep-
Son of the proletariat is the increased necessity of ihe boure |
~ geoisie to educate the proletariat. This necessity finds its
base in the development of the forces of production which eludes
direct contrel by the capitalists, Although they would jif pos-
sible fetter the educational development of the proletariat, the
requirements for better equipped workers to function is a éociety
undergoing rapid technological change overcomes this desire., Karl

Liebknecht in his work on militarism says:.

But Capitalism has no use for & stupid crowa, either,



because of the economic functions performed by the masses, .
especially by the proletariat. In order to be able to '
exploit, to make the biggest possibl e profiis (this is
its inevitable life tnsk? Capitalism is forced by a tra=
gic fate to produce systematically on a vast scale a-
mongst its slaves that very intellipence which, as cap-
italism knows full well, must be the cause of its ovwn
death and destruction. All attempts at skillful man-
oeuvering and at a cunning co-operation with the Church
and the school to stear the ship of Capitalism between
the Scylla of an intelligence so low that it renders ex-
ploitation altogether too difficult and turns the prole-
tarian himself into an unsuitable beast of burden, and
the Charybdis of an education - necessarily destructive
of Cepitalism - which increases class-consciousness on
all sides and revolutionizes the exploited - all such
atlempts are bound to fail.8 !

- To counter the class consciousness and revolutionizing of the ex- .
Ploited that Liebknecht talks about, the Capitalists attempt o
buy off visible leadership within the proletariet with the "supérn

profits" obtained through Imperialism. Lenin says:

Obviously, out of such enormous superprofits (since they

are obtained cver and above the profits which capitalists
Squeeze out of the workers of their "own" country) it is

‘Possible to bribe the labour leaders and the upper stra-

tum of the labour aristocracy. And that is Just what the
capitalists of the "advanced” countries are doing: they

are bribing them in a thousand different ways, direct and
indirect, overt and covert.9

'vaiously, Imﬁerialism is necessitated by'demunds other than
bribing the labor aristocracy'i.e. the ever present war between
the Capitalists themselvesvfor rav materials and markets for 3519' -~
of goods and investment capital.

Imper{alism, of course, while benefitting the bourgeoisiel
creates contradictions which in turn lead to the destruction of
the bourgeoisie and the rise of the proletariat. Of importance

here is the creation of lorge standing armies to seize and hold
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imperial possessions. These armies, -which are drawn from the pro-
letariat, require well :trained and educated soldiers becauge‘the
developmeﬁt in the techniques and technology of warfare has par-

alleled that of production. Liebknecht says:

The true "military spirit", also cnlled "patriotic
Spirit" and in Prussia-Germany "spirit of loyaltiy to
the king", means, in short, readiness at all times +to
strike at the enemy et home or abroad at the word of -
command. To produce this spirit perfect stupidity or,
at least, a very low level of intelligence is needed
which makes it possible to drive the masses in the
direction dictated by the interests of the "existing
order", as one would drive a herd of cattle. The ad-
mission of the minister of war, von Linem, that he pre-~
ferred a soldier who was loyal to the king, even though
he were a bad shot, to a scldier whose way of thinking
was less correct even though he were a good shot, must
surely have come from the bottom ¢f the heart of this
representative of German militarism. But here militar-"
ism finds itself between the devil and the deep sea.
The technique cof arms, strategy and tactics now make a
great demand upon the intelligence of the soldier and
therefore, the soldier who is more intelligent, caeteris
paribus, is also more thorough. For this reason alone
militerism could effect nothing with merely a stupid
crowd at the present time.l0

This education and the socisnlization achieved under military ser-
vice increases if not class consciousness at the potentiality and
rav material for that development., Service in an imperial army

in an imperial war itself has had revolutionizing effects on the

 soldiers in those armies as evidence %y the rqle which the Russian
"army and navy played in the Russian levolutions and the conirol the
| Bolsheviks exercised over the army during the Kerensky regime (e.g.
the couﬁterrevolutionary attempt by Kernilov), the vanguard reole '
played by the sailors af Kiel and the reserve army units in the
German Revolution of November 1918 and leter by veterans in the

Léééuo of Red Front Fighters, and the activities todey of Americen



“veterans returning from Viet Nam.
The bourgeois educational system and the widening experience
of military service has porticularly increased the consciousness
of the Black man. Since the 1950's there have been increasing
" demands on the capitalist system by Black people, who are becoming
eware of the contradiction between bourgeois ideclogy and actuality.
In prisons this movement has token a very ascertive form - the
Black Muslim movement which has further aided expending conscious=
ness by encouraging self-education and the development of disciplins.
However, with increased self-consciousness on the part of the
oppressed classes, the bourgeoisie and its State have similarly
developed more sophisticated means to appropriate the reason of
these classes. Perhaps the following quote from Spinoza can serve
as a beginning point from which to examine some of the appropriative
influences“éxiatent‘within the general society. |
Obediance does not consist so much in the outward
act as in the mental state of the person obeying; so
that he is most under the dominion of another who
with his whole heart determines to obey anothers com-
mands; and consequently ihe firmest dominion belongs
to the sovereign who has most influence over the minds
of his subjects... Furthermore though it is impossible
to govern the mind as completely as the tongue, never-
the less minds sre, to a certein extent, under the con-
trol of the sovereign, for he can in many ways bring
about that the greatest part of his subjects should

follow his wiihes in their beliefs, their loves and
their hates. o '

N4

The question it seems is how and under vhat influences one comes
to a certain belief as to what is his advantage or his intefest.
It seems that it is not only material conditions &nd relations

of production, ultimately yes but not necessarily at a particular |



givengmoment.;z Although Spinoza was neither a dielectician nor
acquainted with the infrastructure and the supefstructure, he gives
come insight into what constitutes the appropriation of man's rea-
somn by superstructural institutions as well as those of the infra-
structure. This subject is greatly expanded upon by Wilhelm Reich
in the Mass Physchology of Fascism. In other words one of the most
important functions of any state as well as of the other dominant
suﬁerstructural institutions is the cultivation of.idéologies, for
example, nationalism, white supremacy, equality under the luw,-
sanctity of private property and the self made individual. They
serve not only to prevent the development of correct consciousness
' by society's exploited classes, but through highly déveloped tech-
niques of reason appropriation to impose upon the masses a false
conscicusness, a consciousness contrary to their true interests.

In other words obsclete capitaiist.relations of produétion
¢con continue to exist only so long as the new possibilities are
nci vesognized by those who will benefit from their realization, .
 Mora concretely, the currently dominant forces must increasingly
perfect their techniques of reason appropriation. For example,
rather than flow up from the people to be put into effect by the
institutions 6f government, public opinion has been increasingly
manufactured; managed and imposed on the people from the top, from:
those forces which continue to control the éovérnmental machinery
against the interests of the masses. Vast sums are expended by
pelitical parties and their candidates to sell the masses on their
‘particular stances (or non stonces) on various politicsl social and

economic issues. Publie relotions firms and media projectionm play



an ever increasing role in the political process. This is also
readily obServﬁble in the. economic arena, with the creation of
false demands for wasteful products through the use of nanxpulntlve,
appropriative techniques of advertising. A not 1nsxgnificant proe-
pogtlon of workers and other employees through something akin to
corporate patriotism as well as immediately perceived econom1c .
' beneflt, actually identify their interests with the 1nterests of
their oppressors., 1In short, the continued survi;al of American
! capitalism and its state is dependent. upon successfully preventlng
the development of the prerequisites (i. e. the capaclty for highly
| questioning, reasoned, critical thought) of Jefferson's public-'
| opinion staté.. It necessitates a citizenry which merely‘réaets to
state and corporate initiated exortations of various sorts. v
¥ien people enter the prison their former social rolnt1ons are -
'8¢ limited as to be effectively cut off.~ S0 also are the hzghly
sophisticated methods. which serve to appropriate the reason of
oppressed classes cutside, They are replaced by the primitive
brutal meeans éescribed by vhe inmates in their Manifesto, lAlth«upb..
the'”punishment“ for prisoners was to cut off their historic socisal
relations - that which gives man his humnnlty - new social rclations :
are develqped within the prison. Much of prison life is in fact
highly secial in its nature in spite.of‘the-relativo uhimportance
§f commodity production within the prison walls, A common expori-
ence of subjugation by a common oppressor can accomplish much in
- the vay of producing s sense of solidarity among those oppressed.,”

An extremely important vehicle for xncreaslng thxe aol1dar1ty

among inmates has been thoir common experience with the law, in
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particular that law which is slready somewhat codified (e.g. the
Penai Code and especially the United States Constitution and its
Bill of Rights). This pre-existing codification of bourgeois
Enlightenment yalues in the‘Constitution haé served to expose the
contradiction existing bétween state rhetoric and objective
_ reality.
We are firm in our resolve and we demand, as humen

beings, the dignity and justice that is due to us by

our right of birth. We do not know how the present

system of brutality and dehumanization and injustice

has been allowed to be perpetrated in this day of

enlightenment, but we are the living proof of its

existence and we cannot allow it 1o continue.15
‘Because these laws are codified, the 'inmates have had the access
" to them they would not have had under a common. law system. The
inmater were.able to learn what, accordiﬁg fo its bourgeois o
suthors. the law purports and how it is to be administered. The
inmatre ook the laws and Coﬁstitution af'féce vaiue and attempted
to asr.ra those rights gunrénteed by the Bill of Righﬁs. Because
Cthe bourgccisie will not énd‘can not grent these rights, it has |
'becomo = .7ant to the inmates that there exists a confradiction
toiwnen viad the law promises ond what it gives. Ij.has algo be=~
e 1%ent that there is a distinet difference between the way

.a'q 18 applied 1o various strata of society and the severity
+ punishment incurred by those strata. The inmates, therefore,:
cemund equality of treatment; ", .we seck the rights and privileges
cf All American Peoplc"14 and due process of law, "..we are victime

ized by the exploitation and the denial of the celebrated due pro=-

ccas of law".ls The Amcfican bourgeoisie even with its limited

-]lle



codification of law has become faced, as evidenced by the events
at Attica, with the same dilemma as the French and UGerman bour-
geoisies after their revolutions. ' This contradiction and its ob=

vious resclution is outlined by Engels in Anti-Duehring:

And in the same way the bourgeois demand for equality
was accompanied by the proletarian demand for equality.
From the moment when the bourgeois demand fer the abo=~
lition of class privileges was put forward, alongside

of it appeared the proletarian demand for the abolition
of the classes themselves - at first in religious form,
basing itself on primitive Christisnity, end later draw-
ing support from the bourgeois equalitarian theories
themselves, The proletarians took the bourgeoisie at
their word: equality must net be merely apparent, musi
not epply merely to the sphere of the state, but must
also be resl, must be extended to the social and econ-
omic sphere.

The demand for equality in the mouth of the prole-
tarial has therefore a double meaning. It is either -
as was especinlly the case at the very start, for ex-
ample in the peasants' war - the spontaneous reaction
ngainst the cryimg social inequalities, against the
contrast of rich and poor, the feudal lords and their
serfs, surfeit and starvation; as such it is the simple
expression of the revolutionary instinct, and finds its
justification in that, and indeed only in that. Or, on
“he other hand, the proletarian demand for equality,
draving more or less correct end more faer-reaching de-
mands from this bourgeois demand, and serving as an
egitational means in order to rouse the workers against
the capitalists on the busis of the capitalists' own
assertions; and in this case it stands and falls with
hourgecis equality itself. In both cases the real con-
ver.t of the proletarian demand for equality is the demand
-+ the abolition of classes. Any demand for equality

i~h geoes ¥eyond that, of necessity passes into ab-

344
*<;;'.
2

. rx>2iction and its exposure serves two essential purposes:
1. ib Los 4Igreat educative, radicalizing effect upon the prisoners
4nemgcives, and 2. coupled with strategically correct usage of |
commuriications media (e.g. insistence upon projection to the puklic

of +ho %ot2lity of the events of September 9 - 13) it demonstrates
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to the public the tremendous gap'existing between the bourgeois
rehabilitative ethic and the reality of prison life.
This exposure of the contradiction between 1deology and real-

ity with its accompanylng demond for equality by an 1ncreas1nglj
" stromger and more class consciousness proletariat forces the
bourgeoisie inte actions designed to obscure or resolve these

contradictions which in turn beigh}en class consciousness and force
the bourgeoisie into new efforts ngkpesolution.17
~ Historically, codification has been championed by aa ascend=
- ing subordinate class. Suchlwas the case with the French and Gox— .
wan bourgeocisies who developed civil codes to escape the fetters of

18

feudal common law. In Amerxca it has been the proletarlat some=-
times in alliance with certaln sectxons of @he bourgeo1s1319 that
has struggled for codificetion., At the beginning'of the 12th cen-
tury "Democrdtic’Societies" composed mainly of urkan werkers and

small farmers "demanded that legislators,.executives, and judges

. ahandon the use of ‘dark, intricate, antiquated formalities', and

‘obsolete phraseclogy' which only lawyers and classical scholars
gy y I

«y Hegel argued for codification saying, "To

could understand.”
harg the laws so high that no citizen'couid read.them... is injuse~
. 2f one and the same kind as to bury them in row upon row of
tomes, collections ef dissenting judgements and%pinions,
Cpec.. 7o of customs, etc,... so that knowledge of the lav ef the
land is acces§ib1e only to those who‘have.made it their profes-
sional study."zl Livingston'arguinglin much the same vein said

. that Louvisiana saw, "the dangcr o?éermitting a particular cless

of men to beéome the sols depositories of this knavledge and the
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sole interpreters of the 1aws."22

Additional understanding of the importance of a demand for
codification of law may be gained from a further look at the
thought of Edward Livingston.

Everywhere, with but few exceptions, the interest of the

many has, from the earliest ages, been sacrificed te the

power of the few. Everywhere penal laws have becn fram-

ed to support this pewer; and those institutions, favour-

. able to freedom, which have ccme down to us from our an-
cestors, form no pari of any original plan, but are iso-
 lated privileges....= ‘

~ This quote from Edward Livingston almost seems to recognize the
existence of infrastructure - superstructure, orﬁu other words,
4he impessibility of the existence of an unhistoric educator, .
either as political leadership or as prison administrator. How=
ever, the content of his penal code and the means by which he .
hoped its implementation would be accomplished testify to the
contrary. The following excerpt from Livingston in whom the most
progressive ideas of the Enlightepment were embedied, clearly
~ shows hig belief in political seciety's responsibilities to thosze
vhom it has classed as criminals. (In eddition, we may nete that
it also recognizes the importance of work, or productive activity '

XY S 3 . 2%
¢’ ti%e activity, or as Marx put it, of man's "life essence”.

““21itical society," he reports, "owes -perfect protec=-
"+1 to all its members in their persons, reputations
. nroperty; and it also owes necessary subsistence to
-~32 who cannot procure it for themselves. Penal lews
suppress offences are the consequences of the first
.ipation, those for the relief of pauperism of the
+d,.." "This relief,” moreover, "must be given by
+iding means of employment for the industriouvs and
.itous support for the helpless.” He is not impres=-
~ grguments that "the duty to provide for the poor
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is rather a moral than a civil obligation,”" binding,

"last of all society." Furthermore "ihe argument is

founded on the false principle, that the moral obliga-

tion of charity in individuals...is superior in degree

...t0 that social duty which every nation owes to the

individuals which compose it; which duty is not only

protection, but mutual support."25 '
In additien, Livingston was aware thrt the periedic fluctuations.
amd upheavals within the econemy over which working men had no
control, were the major causes of unemployment, Lo which he, in
turn, credited with causing antisocial criminal behavior.26

Livingston could not, of course, have been expected to realize f
that unalienated productive activity is an imjossibility in bour-
geois society. In spite of the frequency and intensity with wvhich
he championed the cause of working men, he was incapable of truly
grqpping the cencept of class or the importance of_one's relation-
~ ship to the means of production. '

' He was, nevertheless, very much aware of, and indeed this .
seemed to be the motivating force behind his codification efforts
im general, the tremendous potential for arbitrariness, and dis=-
cretionary abuse with which Anglo-American common law is rent.

Judges...acquire a habit...of taking a side in every
question they hear debated. ...neutrality...can noct be
expected... In the theory of our law, judges are the:
~ounsel for the accused, in practice they are, with a 27

'w henourable exceptions, the most virulent presecutors.
Py “4on's distrust of official discretion extended to tho’penoe
3 “iepal setting, thinking it "unsafe to adopt a system that
® ~amd entirely for its success on the personel qualities of

i “he i§ to carry it into éffect."z8
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The inmates at Attica have understood also, the riéks of a
legal method that allows for the arbitrariness of authority be it
judges or prison officials. They have studied their own cases and
£boséAof others with great care and have broken through the;legal,
method that renders most of the law incomprehensible te the 1ayﬁ&n |
and in which hides the diécretion of judges. However, because of
their situation in which they are feeling the effects of that dis-
cretion they have no illusions, as did Livingston, about the pos-
sibilities of some benefactor out of history grantimg them Enlight-
enment justice. Rather, they demand codifisatien for minimal pré— '
_tection, and, as importantly, for the educative function it cam

fulfill. The Manifesto of the inmates states: .

27) VWE DEMAND that there be one set of rules governing
all prisons in this state instead of the present system
where each warden makes rules for his institution as he
sees fit.

19) WE DEMAND that the State Legislature create a full-
{ime salaried board of overseer for the State Prisons. _

_ The Board would ke responsible for evaluating allegatiens
made by inmates, their families, friends and lawyers
against employees charged with acting inhumanely, ilda3
legally or unreasonably. The beard should include
people nominated by a psychological or psychietric
association, by the State Bar Association or by the
Civil Liberties Union, and by groups of concerned, in-
volved laymen.29 v :

L

The inmates understand that with s system of tecodified" rules

i +an set in process the syéﬁem'bf’law, contradiction, solution
RTINS furthef contradictiénwthat;cﬁn be deciphefed from case lwwf
ir - process of "distinguiéhing”é case on a judges discretionm.” |
Tbia +rnfess has been explained aﬁove, and it has helped to edu-
eatr na inmstes. They understand that wifh codificatien this
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process will be much more clear,

The old rule of law becomes the victim of such new
possibilities because it reflects the course and outcome
of the struggle between the old and new social forces,
cne struggling, sometimes without selfl confidence, to
maintain the actuality of its actuslity, and the other =iru.
struggling to establish the actuality of its possibility
by negating the other.... Dialectically actuality is in-
fected with its opposite, real possibility, which also
is actual, provided this can be established by praxis
or social struggle.30

Thus the education process will go on for codification gives men
more room te demand justice while making the contradictions and
1imits of that justice cv... more clear. It is particularly

- impertant to note that demoud numberv19 wii1 work to limit the
_authority of the representatives of the master so oppressive

to inmates and which the inmates understand will exist inspite of
vhatever success they may achieve in "codification" due te their

' aituation.i Many of the ether demands indicate other pregressive

'insighta particularly along the lines of the importance and value

of . .~dive workwbut for the purposes of this an#lysis, wve will
! res” .- ing discussed those that have the mest immediate legal
re’ AT ‘
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THE ATTICA LIBIZRATION FACTION IMANTIFESTO OF DEIANDS
AND

ANTI-REPRESSION PLATFORM

WE, THE TIPRISONED IEN OF ATTICA PRISON, SEEX AN TND TO THE INJUSTICE
SUFFERED BY ALL PRISONERS, REGARDLESS OF RACE, CREED OR COLOR.

THE PREPARATION AND CONTENT OF THIS DOCU ENT MAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED UNDER
THE UNIFIED EFFORTS OF ALL RACES AND SOCIAL SEG! ENTS OF THIS PRISON.

IT IS A MATTER OF DOCUMENTED RECORD AND HUMAN RECOGNITION THAT THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF THE NIW YORK STATE PRISON SYSTEIL HAVE RESTRUCTURED THE
IWSTITUTIONS WHICH WERE DESIGNED TO SOCIALLY CORRECT !EN INTO THE FASCIST

CONCENTRATION CAIPS OF IODERN AITIRICA.

DUE TO THE CONDITIONAL FACT Ti/T ATTICA PRISON IS ONE OF THE IMOST CLAS-
SIC INSTITUTIONS OF AUTHORITATIVE INHUIANITY UPON 1EN, T'E FOLLOWING
MANTFESTO OF DEMANDS ARE BEING SUBMITTED:

(The following appeared on the original in longhand)
Attention!}

A copy of this manifesto has been forwarded
to the following representatives of this State, and :.
has been acknowledged by the Commissioner of
Correction:
The Govenor of the State of Mew York;
The Vew York State Legislature;
The Commissioner of Correction.

/s/ Charles Carpent(rest illegible)
Secretary
Attica Liberation Faction



"MAN'S RIGHT TO XNO'LEDGE AND THE FREE USE THEREOF"

We, the inmates of Attica Prison, have grown to recognize beyond the
shadow of a doubt that, because of our posture as prisoners and branded
characters as alleged criminals, the administration and prison employees
no longer consider or respect us as human beings, but rather as domesti-
cated animals selected to do their bid ing in slave labor and furnished
as a personal whipping dog for their sadistic, psyshopathic hate,

We, the inmates of Attica Prison, say to you, the sincere people of
society, the prison system of which your courts have rendered unto, is
without question the authoritative fangs of a coward in power,

Respectfully submitted to the people as a protest to the vile and vi-
cious slavemasters:

THE GOVENOR OF NiW YORK STATE

THE N.Y.S. DEP'RTi ENT OF CORRECTIONS
THE N.Y.S. LIGISLATURE

THE N.Y.S. COURTS

THE UVITED STATES COURTS

THE 7,Y.S. PAROLE BOARD

And those who support this system of injustice.



The inmates of this prison have vested the power of negotiation regard-
ing the settlement of the stipulated demands within the judgement and con-
trol of these men:

DONALD NOBLE 26777
PETER BUTLER 26018
FRAWX LOTT 26148
CARL JONEL-EL 2L53L
HIRBERT BLYDEN X. 22480

All and any negotiation will be conducted by Prison and State Authori-
ties with these five nen,

These demands are being presented to you. There is no strike of any kind
to protest these demands., We are trying to do this in a democratic fashion,
We feel there is no need to dramatize our demands.,



We, the men of Attica Prison, have been committed to the N.Y.S. Depart-
ment of Correction by the people of society for the purpose of correcting
what has been deemed as social errors in behavior. Errors which have
classified us as socially unacceptable until reprogrammed with new values
and more thorough understanding as to our value and responsibilities as
nembers of the outside community. The Attica Prison program in its struct-
ure and conditions have been enslaved on the pages of t is lianifesto of
Demands with the blood, sweat and tears of the inmates of this prison.

The prograns which we are submitted to under the facade of rehabilita-
tion is relative to the ancient stupidity of pouring water on a drowning
man, inasmuch as we are treated for our hostilities by our program admin-
istrators with their hostility as a medication.

In our efforts to comprehand on a feeling level an existence contrary
to violence, we are confronted by our captors with as to what is fair and
just, we are victimized by the exploitation and the denial of the celebrated
due process of law,

Tn our peaceful efforts to assemble in dissent as provided under this
nation's United States Constitution, we are in turn murdered, brutalized
and framed on various criminal charges because we seek the rights and
privileges of All American People.

Tn our efforts to intellectually expand in keeping with the outside
world, through all categories of news media, we are systematically restricted
and punitively offended to isolation status when we insist on our human
rights to the wisdom of awareness.



ITANTFESTO OF DE'ANDS

1) WE DE AND the constitutional rights of legal representation at the time
of all parole board hearings; and the protection from the procedures of

the Perole Authorities whereby they permit no nrocedural safeguards such

as an attorney for cross-examination of witnesses, witnesses in behalf

of the parolee, at parole revocation hearings.

2) WE DEIAND a change in medical staff and medical policy and procedure.
The Attica Prison hospital is totally inadequate, understaffed, prejudiced
in the treatrent of inmates. There are numerous "mistakes" made many times,
improper and erroneous medication is given by untrained personnel. We also
denand periodical check-ups on all prisoners and sufficient licensed prac-
titioners 2l hours a day instead of inmate help that is used now,

3) WE DEi AND adequate visiting conditions and facilities for the inmates
and families of fttica prisoners. The visiting facilities at this prison
are such as to preclude adecuate visiting for the inmates and their fam-
ilies,

L) WE DEIAND an end to the segregation of prisoners from the mainline pop-
ulation because of their political beliefs. Some of the men in Segregation
Units are confined there solely for political reasons 2nd thelr segregation
from other inmates is indefinite.

5) WE DEMAND an end to the persecution snd punishment of prisoners who
practice the Constitutional Right of peaceful dissent, Prisoners at Attica
and other N.Y.S. Prisons cannot be compelled to work, as these prisons

were built for the purpose of housing prisoners and there is no mention

as to the prisoners being required to work on prison jobs in order to re-
12in in the mainline population and/or be considered for release. ilany
prisoners believe their labor power is being exploitated in order for the
state to increase its economic power and to continue to expand its correc-
tional industries (which are illion-dollar complexes), vet do not develop
working skills acceptable for employment in the outside society, and which
do not pay the prisoner more than an average of forty cents a day. liost
prisoners never make more than fifty cents a day. Prisoners who refuse

to work for the outrageous scale, or who strike, are punished and segre-
gated without the access to the privileges shared by those who work; this
is class legislation, class division, creates hostilities within the prison.

6) VE DEMAND an end to political persecution, racial persecution, and the
denisl of prisoner's right to subscribe to political papers, books or any
other educational and current media chronicles that are forwarded through
the United States Mail,

7) WE DEMAND that industries be allowed to enter the institutions and em-
ploy inmates to work eight hours a day and fit into the

category of workers for scale wages. he working conditions in prisons

do not develop working incentives varallel to the many jobs in the outside
society, and a paroled prisoner faces many contradictions of the job that

adds to his difficulty in adjusting. Those industries outside who desire

to enter prisons should be allowed to enter for the purpose of employment

:.
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8) WE DEMAND that inmates be granted the right to join or form labor unions.

9) WE DEMAND that inmates be granted the right to support their own fami-
lies; at present, thousands of welfare recipients have to divide their
checks to support their imprisoned relatives who, without the outside sup-
port, can not even buy toilet articles or food. Men working on scale wages
could support themselves and families while in prison.

10) Wi DIMAND that correctional officers be prosecuted as a matter of law
for any act of cruel and unusual punishment where it is not a matter of
life and death,

11) WL DENAND that all institutions using inmate labor be made to confcin
with the state and federal minirmum wage laws,

12) WE DEJAND an end to the escalating practice of physical brutality be-
ing perpetrated upon the inmates of N.¥.S. prisons.

13) WE DELAND the appointment of three lawyers from the N.Y.S, Bar Asso-.
ciation to full-time positions for the provision of legal assistance to
inmates seeking post-conviction relief, and to act as a laison between the
Administration and inmates for bringing inmete complaints to the attention
of the Administration.

1L) WE DENAND the updeting of industry working conditions to the standards
provided for under N.Y.3. law.

15) WE DOMAND the establishment of inmates workers insurance plan to pro-
vide compensation for work-related accidents.

16) WE DEIAND the establishment of unionized vocational training programs
comparable to that of the Federal Prison System which provides for union
instructions, union pay scales, and union membership upon completion of
the vocational training course.

17) WE DEAND annual accounting of the Inmates' Recreational Fund ond form-
ulation of an inmate comiittee to give inmates a voice as to how such funds
are used,

18) WE DEAND that the present Parole Board appointed by the Govenor be
eradicated and replaced by the parole board elected by popular vote cf the
people, In a world where many crimes are punished by indeterminate sentences
and where authority acts within secrecyand within vast discretion and

given heavy weight to accusations by prison employees ageinst inmates, in-
mates feel trapped unless they are willing to abandon their desire to be
independent men,

b=



19) WE DEIIAND that the State Legislature create a full-time salaried board
of overseer for the State Prisons, The Board would be responsible for eval-
uating allegations made by inmates, their families, friends and lawyers
against employees charged with acting inhumanely, illegally or unreason-~
able. The board should include people nominated by a psychological or psy-
chiatric association, by the State Bar Association or by the Civil Liber-
ties Union, and by groups of concerned, involved laymen.,

20) WD DEMAND an immediate end to the agitation of race relations by the
prison edministration of this state.

21) WE DEIJAND the Department of Corrections furnish all prisoners with
the services of Ethnic Counselors for the needed special services
of the Brown and Black population of this prison.

22) WE DEMAND an end to the discrimination in the Jjudgement and quota of
parole for Black and Brown people.

23) WE DEMAND that all prisoners be present at the time their cells and
property are being searched by the correctional officers of state nrisons.,

2L) VE DEIAND an end to the discrimination against prisoners when they

appear before the Parole Board., ' ost prisoners are denied parole solely because
of their prior records. Life sentences should not confine a man lenger than
ten vears as seven years is the considered statute for a lifetime out of
circulation, and if a man cannot be rehabilitated after a maximum of ten

vears of constructive programs, etc., then he belongs in a nental hygiene
center, not a prison,

25) WE DEIIAND an end to the unsanitary conditions that exist in the mess
hall: I.E., dirty trays, dirty utensils, stained drinking cups and an end
to the practice of putting food on the tables hours before eating time
without any protective covering put over it.

26) WE DEINAND that better food be served to the inmates, The food is a
gastronomical disaster, We also demand that drinking water be put on easch
table and that each inmate be allowed to take as much food as he wants

and as much bresd as he wants, instead of the severely limited portions
and limited (L) slices of bread. Inmates wishing a pork-free diet should
have one, since 85% or our diet is pork mest or pork-saturated food.,

27) WE DEMAND that there be one set of rules governing all prisons in this
state instead of the nresent system where each warden makes rules for his
institution as he sees fit.



IN CONCLUSION

We are firm in our resolve and we dernand, a2s human beings, the dignity
and justice that is due to us by our right of birth. We do not know how
the present system of brutality end dehumanization and injustice has been
allowed to be perpetrated in this day of enlightenment, but we are the

living proof of its existence and we cannot allow it to continue,

The taxpayers who just hanpen to be our mothers, fathers, sisters, broth-
ers, daughters and sons should be made aware of how their tax dollars are
being spent o deny their sons, brothers, fathers and uncles of justice,

equality end dignity.
ATTICA ' IBERATION FACTION

/s/ Donald Noble

Donald Noble 26777

/s/ Peter Butler

Peter Butler 26018

/s/ Frank Lott

Frank Lott 26118

/s/ Carl Jonel-El

Carl Jones-Fl 2L53L

/s/ Herbert X. (Blyden)

Herbert Blyden X. 22L80
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Corrections to paper on Attica
page 13, last seven lines:

tice of one and the same k nd as to bury them in row upon row of
learned tomes, collections of dissenting judgements and opinions
records of customs, etc,... so that knowledge of the law of the
land is access%ble only to those who have made it their profes-
sional study" 1 Livingston arguing in much the same vein said
that Louisiana saw, "the danger of permitting a particular class
of men to become t e sole depositories of this knowledge and the

page 14 beginnin of the last ten lines
LisToN Ik K hillel= T

tion to

and property
those who

to suppress
obligation
second..."
providing
grautous

sed by arguments

page 15 last 4 lines

Livingstone's distrust of official discretion extended to the peno-
correctional setting thinking it "unsafe to adopt a system that
must depend entirely for its success on the personal qualities of
the man who is to carry it into effect."28

page 16 beginning of last 5 lines

The inmates
they can set
causing further
in the process
This process
cate the inmates
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