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November 24, 1970

Mr. Gabriel Alexander, Esq.
21910 Greenficld Road
Oak Park, Michigan 48237

Dear Mr. Alexander:

In conncction with Appeal joard Casce No. 53800
which you heard on November 12, 1970, the Union;, 1 an
attempt to justify the actions ol the gricvant in its
bricf and by the testimony 1t presented, attenpltea to
ostablish that the Eldon Avenue Axle Plant is an unsafe
place in which to work. We categorically deny Lhis
allegation and submit the following facts for the Chairman's
consideration.

(a) One of the most reliable sources ol comparacive

information concerning the ifrequency and scverity
_of industrial accidents is '"Accident Facts,™

published annually by the National Balely Councids
The statistics that "Accident Facts' reports
reflect the experience ol companics that arc
members of the Council. lic Burcau ol Labor
Statistics of the United soates Department ol
Labor publishes similar figures, which it bases
on the experiencce of ail fiims in cach indusiry,
including those that are members of the NLC.
A comparison ol the ircquency and severitv of
industrial injurics as reported by the NSC
and the BLS, respectively, shows that BB R
for both catcgories among NSC members, of which
Chrysler is one, is much lower than that {or
all companics, s reported by the BLS. Thus,
the frcequency rate in 1968 of injuries ol
employees in the automobile industry whosc
cmployers arc members of the NBC was 1.6 mer
million man hours, while the cosresponding
[igurce as ceported by the DLS was 0.4 (NbC,
"Accident Factls,'" 1969 ldition) .
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As we have noted, the frecucncey rate ol iajurius
amonyg NSC members in the wulomwobilde indusicy Qb
1968 was 1.6 per million il hours ol woi.,  Gac
Irequency ratce for alil companics repoLrLlly o

the NSC was 7.35. f%he ficeuency ralce foir Che uwled
Corporation as a whole wus l.4&, bLull 3
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power train opcrations, connisting targely ol
machining and assewmbling hcavy purtis (cngines,
drive mechanisms, gears, rear axiles, and
differentials) (Eldon Avenue is in thce "power

train group) was 1.96 and the rate for Eldoil

Avenue was 1.72 being 46th in a list of 78 Chrysler
plants.

Preliminary information of thc NSEC covering the
frequency rate of industrial injurics in 190Gy
was 8.08 per million man hours lfoi NisC members
in all industries and 1.67 for the aucomobillce
industry. Chrysler's rate was a4 8aitile. rate
for its powcr train group was 1.00, and the rate
{for the Eldon Avenue Axle Plant was 1.Z0.

In January, 1970, Chrysler's frecquency rate was

.61 and Lldon Avenuc's was 1.68. 1In Febiruary,
Chrysler's frequency ratc was .82 and Eldon Avenue's
was 0. In March, Chrysler's frcquciacy rate was

.81 and Eldon Avenue's wass 0. In April, Chrys=ler's
rate was 1.20 and Eldon Avenuc's was O, Il May,
Chrysler's rate was 1.38 and Lldon Avenuc's was
1.43. The accident involving the deatch of

Gary Thompson accounted for Eldon Avenue's entire
frequency rate in May, 1970.

Thus, the five-month frequency ratce o, ChLysuer
to May 13, 1970, was 1.17 and for Lldon Avcnue
was .92.

The National Safety Council reccognives excel lopee
in plants' safcly records by issuing awards. Oon
November 12, 1969, the Council awarded to the
Iildon Avenuce Axlc Plant -ts Nacional awara o I
Merit, duc to the plant's working 2 , 172,704
hours without a lost=time aceidenc between

June 12, 1969, and Scplembers 8, A SRS is
record was broken when an cuployce who was
operating a machine dropped a part on his hand.
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poriod lrom January. 28, 1V¥0, Lo Apiil OO0,

1970, duriang which il operacdd™S, 048,608 man
liours without a lost=timec accident. The record
was interrupted because a maehine opeitacoir Wiho
got dust in his left eye on 4piril 30 developoed
conjunctivitis in May, cuausing him Lo lowse Ui,
There was no lost=time aceideat at lildon Avenue
between April 30, 1970, aund the death of

Gary Thompson on May 26, 1L70.

The severity of lost-time accidents per miilion
man hours worked at the Eldon Avcecnue Plant,

as well as the frequency rate, comparcs lavorably
with the severity rates for industiry generally,
the automobile industry and Chryslcir Corporation.

In 1969, the severity rate per accelident for «ll
industry, according to NSC figured, was 040 ways.
The scverity rate for the automobile indusily was
256 days. 1he rate for Chryslcr Corporit.oi Wil
194 days. Tic rate for bldon Avenue was 126 duys.
BLS has not published its figurcs on scverity ol
accidents in 1969, but irom 1963 to 19067, vollh
included, the severity rate reported by Db
averaged nearly twice that of NoC, the latter
being from 39 to 46 per cent lower than the NSC
rates, and onc may safely assume that the aillcientials
were approximately the same in 1969,

Chrysler has in its corporate and plant organi-
zations highly qualificd persons whosc sole concern
is assuring safe and healthful practicces, cquipment
and working conditions for all employccess,

On the corporate level, Necil MeCallum is the Salcly
Dircctor. Ile is a graduate in mechanical cenginceriiy
and has had 20 years' experience in salcty work. le
has been with Chrysier siance 190589 and before that
General Motors Corporation. He is thoroupaly
familiar with all phases ol acutomobile manulactulre
and with the safety and hcalth problous Lacy |
Mr. McCallum has under him chree Saicty Specialists
who have cneaced in salety work for a B s e R A (o)
companies, pacticularly in netalil-working industiies.
Between them, they Lave had about Ho ycairs' cnpoelrience
in saicty work. Their pridcipal duty colsists ol
inspeclting ihdividudl plamcss dhalyrzangg chie a1 c oin sy,
both as to [frcquency and scverity ol disabtil Ltiesh

and assuring compliance wilh corporate standards.
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have, as an dlumportanl part o bLiwdr duvics,

discovering poientially haxialaous Concliuioig,
boith through their own obscivation and chitouwpn
reports ol hourly-rate cuployces. liidon

Avenue huas 15 Supcriintendoei P vl Guneral Molchiells
& QY 1drsas 3 1 i | 3 Bk it $ > Vi - .
and 1938 Ioremen, whose duoics include keepln
their arcas clean and sale. The plant has i

Labor Relations Supervisor and four lubor Relations
l\;Ak, A walihid 1. 11

Represeniatives who speid muci u.‘
the plant discussing allcepedly dangerous conuaitions l
with representatives ol the Union. |

() The Kldon Avenue Axle Plant has a fully-cquipped
Medical Department. Its personnel inciudes o A=
{ime physician on the first shiit, wwo reglsterad
nurses on the first shift and one registercd nursc

on cachl/of the sccond and third shilts., he depaatt-=
ment consists of an cmergciucy 1oom i Siw
cxamination rooms. Itls L\u~nmvnt LNE Ludos - anl ey
machine, an ambulance containing a suwrcteher and
fhrst= Ald materitals L idrugss; JuuLpuL'UnL, bods

and other paraphernalia for diag Heosing and  treitag
injurics and illnesscs. Al;hougi the department's
principal function is Lo Troav i1 180 B O R
{requently treats, also, ail.

conncetion with the paticnt's wourk Wihen the doetor
is not present, the nurscs have fu.d drbliordiey

in their own discretion, to scnd cmployecs O
hospitals (usually Henry Iord Hospital) by amwvulance,
Company car or cab, but in any eveat at (ohs(
Company's expense.

tments vhacv agve 1o

Plant Protection officers, firc marshals, and
patrolmen, of whom therce aic 29 at Eldon Avenue,

111 have received first-aid training and, paviicularly,
when and how to handle injurcd persons salceay. |

Clearly, the Eldon Avenuc Axle Plant 1s now a dangerous
place lor work, and takes cvery reasonable means to protect the
health and safety of its cmployces.

\'\.‘ ry tiruly yours,
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